This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


atjhttp  :  //books  .  qooqle  .  com/ 


•/.  ct    //. 


L 


T     H     F 

IVORKS 

Of  the  Pious,  Reverend  and  Learn'd 

dr.  HUGH  BINNING, 

CONTAINING 

Efje  common  j&rtncf  j?Ie*  of  ttje  CDtttttan  fteKof » 

Ml-,  or  his  Sermons  on  the  Catechifm.  . 

The  feinnrtiJ  &anctuarg,  being  xl.  Sermons  on  the 
Eight  of  the  Roman. 

JFeKotoltrfp  toftil  (Bob',  or  xxviii.  Sermons  on  the 
?irft   Epiftle  of  >&». 

'  1?C att  *?umiltatf  Ott,  being  xviii.  Sermons  on  feveral 
hoice  Texts. 

To  which  is  perfix'd  the  L  i  p  e  of  the  Author. 
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tO    THE 

READER. 

Iuistian  Reader, 

SHE   holy  and  learned  Author  oftbii  In  lie  Bock,  baiinz 
outrun  kit  Years,  baftene£  to  a  Maturity  be  for*  the  of* 
dhiary  Seafon,  infonmcb  that  ripe  Summer  Fruit  was  9 
i   found  with  him  b  tbe  fir  ft  of  tbe  tyring  :'Fow  before  be 

Hud  twenty  five  Tears  fomplete,  be  bad  got  to  be  PHHologus,. 
Wbphus,  Theologus  eximius,  whereof  be  gave  fuit able  Proofs , 
Hi  Labour  /,  having  fir  ft  profeffed  in*Pbilofopby  tbree  Tears^  with 
Ji  Approbation,  in  tbe  Univerfity  of  Glaigow,  and  tbence  war 
veflated  to  tbe  Miniftry  of  tbe  Gofpel  in  a  Congregation  adjacent, 
kr*  he  laboured  in  tbe  Work  of  tbe  Gofpel  near  four  Tears, 
rung  an  Epijile  of  Commendation  upon  tbe  Hearts  of  bis  Hearers : 
k  as  few  burning  and  jbining  Ltgbts  ifkve  been  of  longCountinuance 
*t\fo  he  {after  be  bad  ferved  bis  own  Generation  by  tbe  Will  of 
a4,  and  many  bad  rejoiced  in  bis  Ligbt  for  a  Sea j on)  was  quickly 
auffwted  to  tbe  Land  of  Promife,  in  tbe  26  th  Tear  of  bis  Age. 
\e  IheA  dtfervedly  efieemed  and  beloved,  and  died  mucb  lamented, 
)  all  difcerning  Cbriftians  who  knew  him.  And,  indeed,  tbe  Lofs 
hib  the  Cburcb  of  Cbriff,  in  tbefe  Parts  fuftained  in  bis  Death, 
*/  tbe -greater  upon  a  double  Account :  Firft,  That  be  wa,ra  Perfon 
Ued  with  Dexterity  to  vindicate  School- Divinity,  and  Praflical 
leobgie^  from  tbe  Superfluity  of  vain  ana  fruitlefs  perplexing 
tyefiioru,  wherewith  latter  Times  have  corrupted  both,  and  bad  it 
ton  bis  Spirit  in  all  bis  Way  to  -reduce  that  nation Gofpel- fimplt city, 
hub  (Jn  mofi  Parts  of  tbe  World,  where  Literature  is  in  Efteem, 
nd  where  tbe  Gofpel  is  preached)  isalmoft  exiled  from  tbe  School^ 
ndjrom  the  Pulpit,  a  Specimen  tvtereof  tbe  judicious  Reader  may  ' 
nd  in  this  Utile  Vrtat/ft.  JBe/ides,  be  was  a  Perfon  of  eminent 
{*&ra/w,  a*SSofirv/j  a/ Sprit,  (a  rare  Graff  in  this  Generation^ 


To  the  Reader- 


wbofe  Heart  was  much  drawn  forth  in  the  Study  of  haling  W'ayss 
and  Condefcenfions  of  Love  among  Brethren  j  ove  who  longed  for  the 
recovering  of  the  Hunmnity  of  Chriftiariity,  which  bath  been  well 
near  loft  in  the  bitter  Divifions  oftbcfe  Times ,  and  the  Animofities 
which  have  followed  thereupon. 

*tbat  which  gave  the  Rife  to  the  publifbing  of  this  Pkrt  of  bh- 
JAanufcripis,  was  partly  the- longing  tj  many  (who  knew  bint)  after 
fvme  Fruit  of  bis  Labours,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Churchy  and  partly  t£e 
exceeding  great  Ufefulnefs  of  tbe  Treat  if  e,  wherein,  I  am  bold  to 

•  fay,  that  fome  Fundamentals  of  the  Cbri/lian  'Religion,  and  great 
,    Myficr'tts  of  Faith,  are  handled  with  the  greateft  Gofpel-fimplicitj, 
and  moft  dexterous  Plainnefs ;  atfH  at,e  brought  down  to  the  meanefi  . 
Capacity*  and  vulgar  Under  (landings  ffitb  abundant  Evidences  of  a 

9  great  (eight  and  reach  of  ufeful  Knowledge  in  the  Author.     IVhc, 
bad  be  lived  to  lave  perfehed  the  Explication  of  the  Grounds  of  . 
Religion  in  this  Miinner%  as  be  intended,  in  bis  dpening  tbeCatecbifm. 
unto  his  particular    Congregation ;     be  bad  hen,     upon  this    tingle 
Account y  famous  in  the  Churches  of  Chri/t :    But  ndw,  by  this  im* 
perfeft  opus  pofthumum,  tbon  art  left  to  judge  ex  ungu*  leonem, 
*Fbf  Author's  Method  wc[s  his  peculiar  Gift,  who  being  no  Stranger 
fo  the  Rules  of  Art,  knew  well  how  to  make  bis  Method  fuhferve  the 
Matter  which  be  bandied  {for  tbo9  be  tells  not  always  that  his  Dif   ■ 
courfe  bath  fo  many  Parts,  thou  mayeft  not  think  it  wants  Method,    ' 
it  being  maximum  artis  celare  artem.)  That  the  fame  Spirit,  which   \ 
enabled  him   to  conceive,  and  communicate  to  ethers,   tbefe  JweA    j 
Myfleries  of  Salvation,  may  help  thee  with  Profit  to  rtad  and  per  ufe  ; 
ikem,  is  the  Oefire  of  him  who  is, 

* 

Thine  in  tire  Service  of  tne  Gofpel,  '  , 

Patrick  Gilteftie.        \ 
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Th$  Life  of  the  Author. 


c<  wrfation  might  remember  wlm  ^hey  I  ad  forgot ;  be  lived  as  be  fpoke*~T 
Ct  and  [poke  as  he  lived.9*  All  due  Puns  have  been  taken  to  pro  cure ,4 
proper  Materials ,  and  good  Vouchers,  q)  tlx  following  Narration:  Some  - 
few  Things  are  learned  from  the  Preface  prefixed to  hu  fever al  Pieces,  bf  ^ 
worthy  and  able  Divines,  who  revifed  an  1  publijhed  them  ,  more  Accounts  t 
of  him  were  furnifbed  by  Per  fins  of  great  Credit,  on  whofe  Veracity  we  can  , 
fafely  rely  ;  but  the  ntoft\markable  Pat  }ages  of  bis  Ltje  are  happily  pre*  *' 
fined,  in  a  Letter  written  by  Mr.  Mctt  ard,  to  the  Reverend  Mr  James  ?] 
Coleman,  fometime  Minifter  at  Sliiysa  Flanders.  The  Wri^r  of  his  ? 
Life,  mufl  in  the  Entry  confejs,  that  hi  r  Part  is  fo  finally  that  he  can  f . 
fcarce  ajfume  any  Ming  to  himfelf^  but  tl  e  procuring  of  the  Materials  from  "' 
others*  the  copying  out  of  thofe  Things  tht  t  were  of  any  Moment  ^  and  dif-  * 
pofing  them  in  the  befl  andkmqft  natural  ( )rder  he  could  think  of,  having  * 
ftudied  the  StriEinefs  of  a  fehtore  Hiftor'an.  without  helping  out  Things  ' 
with  his  Invemion^  or  fetting  them  ejfbj  a  rhetorical  Stile  of  Language ; 
nay.  all  tktetis  contained  in  Mr.  M'Wai  A9s  large  Letter  concerning  bim>  \ 
is  told  almofi  in  his  very  Words  %  witbyi  little  Variation  of  the  Order  ' 
wherein  be  bad  placed  the  fame,  om;tting\he  many  long  Digreffions  on  fe*  • 
tyerql  *ub}ettst  which  that  worthy  Per foih  judged  fit  to  infifi  upon,  taking  ■ 
Oscafionfrom  what  be  bad  noticed  concerning  Mr.  Binnigg,  t$  enlarge  on  ' 
the  fame. 

John  Bituiiflg  rf  Dalvennan  was  married  to  Margaret  Mttell  a 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Matthew  M'Kell  MiniRer  at  Bochwcl,  mui&fter 
toM\*  Hugh  M'Kdl  one  of  tbe-Mmrfhn  of  Edinburgh  he  had  by 
her  Mr.  Hugh  and  Alexander.  The  Father  waspojjeft  of  no  inconfiderable 
Eftateiuohe  Shin  of  Ait*  for  Mr.  Hugh  having  died  before  his  Father $ 
John  tUt  only  Sou  of  Mr.  Hogh,  wasjervod  Beir  to  his  Grandfather  in 
the  Lands  of  Dalvernian.-  AlcxJtidft  the  Jecond  Son,  mho  died  about 
ten  Tears  up,  got  the  Lauds  vf  Machrtmore,  and  was  married  to  a 
Daughter  of  Alexander  CraWurd  t/fCerfo,  and  is  fucceeded  therein  by 
his  Son  John  Binning,  at  preset  a  Writer  in  Edinburgh.  4 

The  Jworldly  Circumffauoes  of  the  Grandfather  being  fo  good,  he  was 
thereby  enabled *o  give  bis  Son  Hugh  a  liter aLEJm  m  iiin  *Tt\?  jflin<  imwl* 
defireable  EjfeSs  ef  which  appeared  very  eaflyhpon  him;  the  Greatnefs  of 
his  Spirit  and  Capacity,  gave  his  Parents  dod  Gro/tnd  to,  conceive  the' 
pleapmt  Hope  of  his  being  apromifing£lhild.  eWben  be  was  at  the  Gram* 
m*r*fchool%  be  mad*  fo  groat  Proficiency  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Latin 
Tcaggf,  *md  -Ronwi  deubeuof  that  he  outftrip'd  *ie  Cwdtfttphft  iwww 
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1  kb  as  were  fame  liars  older  than  btmfelf.     When  bis  FeMow  Ukol-loy* 

V  wete  tbeir  Play  and  Oimi/fcfi]  he  declined  oiiii  jkiiii),  and  thi(ltd*io 

}  *loy  bimfeif%  either  in  fecret  Duty  with  God,  or  Confrrer.ce  with  w/gt- 

•     «;  i  rifle    hieJPafiime  ware  to  Tecr&noJumfelf  in  ibjmManat*  >  by  fntd 

1  aAnetfin  to  Sports,  Games  and  other  Diver/ions,  not  from  any  Alorofc- 

i  ftjr  #r  Melancholly  4f \Zempe  \  being  rather  if  an  affable,  cbeaifrl  and 

*kkn*sr  Diffofhion,  thinking  that  Time  was  too  precious  to  be  lavijhtd 

itufmtheje  'Things;  Religion  and  religious  Enercifes  were  his  Choke, 

j*4  toe  Time  he  had  to  (pare  from  his  studies  he  Spent  that  Way*     Ho 

]  fcja  to  have  fineet  Familiarity  .with  God.  and  to  live  hi  near  Com* 

l^mcn 'Xrtb  him,  before  others  began  ferioufly  to  lay  to  Heart  their  h ft 

\*i  undone  Condition  by  Nature,  knd  that  additional  Mtfery  they  tx* 

Iftft  tbemfelves  to,  by  walking  in  a  wicked  Way  nndjmful  Comfe*  Whtn 

litemved  at  the  13/A  or  v^th  Tear  of  his  A%e,  he  had  even  then  at- 

\tmedfe  much  Experience  in  tile  Ways  of  God,  that  the  mod  judicious 

tifod.  Cbriftians  in  the  Place  confeffed  they  were  much  edified, 

\ftreffbned  and  comforted  by  him  ;  nay,  that  he  provoked  thtm  to  Dili" 

puce  in  the* Duties  of  Religion,  being  abundantly  ftnfible,  that  they  were 

madtstrtm  by  a  Toutb.  * 

Before  be  was  fourteen  Tears  old,  be  entered  upon  the  Study  of  Philofophy 
mtbe  Umverfitj  of  Glz(gow,  wherein  be  made  very  confider  able  Progrefs% 

**  Wp£*l^&M&KW'l  Wfeip'4ftie&!!<** '  Jfigfrf* x»  a*  ,J*  had  done 
fcr#MflWBjW^  came  to  be  taken 

Unite  of  AttSt  College  by  the  Profeffojs  and  Students ;  and  at  the  fame 
Inee,  that  be  made  Proficiincy  in  the  liberal  Sciences,  be  advanced  remark* 
obty  ai  Retigien.  the  abfirufe  Depth  of  Philofophy,  which  are  the  Torture 
f*flom4ugimt  anfkweak  Capacities,  be  dived  into  without  any  Trouble  ***- 
\tkm  And  notwithstanding  of  bis  furprifing  Attainments  and  Improve- 
mnttf  his  gi  oat  Agnrai»*nwdL  reddy  Apprebenfion  of  7 tings,  whereby  he 
xtasableto  die  mote  in  one  Hour,  than  others  infome  Days,  by  hard  Study  * 
md+ioftmtfpieo+mm  and  tbf  on  theft  Accounts  ht  was  much  refpeSled 
by  the  eminent  Mrtfiers  of  the  City,  and  learned  Prefejfcrs  of  the  Uni* 
emfo;  yet  vsas  be  ever  bumble*  never  exalted  above  Meafure,  nor  fuel* 
led  wit b  *k*  ftitmpauy  rf  Pride  and  Self  conceit ,  the  common 'ftUlommii 
Difeafe  of  yeung  Men  of  any  Greatnefs  ef  Spirit; 

St  foots  as  he  hadfimflxd  his  Courfe  of  Plnlo\ophy,  be  was  made  Mafter 
if  Arts  with  great  Apilaufe ;  and  having  furmjbed  bis  Mind  with  an  un- 
Jfeafttre  <>f  V*  mmiUmjr  Knowledge  of  Letters,  be  began  the 

a  2  Study  m 
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Study  of  Dtthnity    mid  a  lrtew  u  fot  vo  i**d  m  the  holy  Minifivy  & 
which  Time  there  bdfpeued  to  be  a  Vacancy  in  the  Cellege  of  Gufgc^    * 
by  the  Refignation  of  Mr.  Jjmss  Dalrymplc  vf  Slit*,  who  had  &^ 
Mr.  Binning'/  ifofler.     (This  Gentleman  was  fo  great  and  fo  go&^& 
Man   that  it  is  hnpoffible  o  avoid  giving  an  Account  of  fm*  of  the     ^ 
markable  Things  of  his  Li}  u    SThefirft  /mploymeut'be  bad9  was  in     ^ 
Arm),  being  a  Captain  iw  Williim  Earl  of  Glencairn'j  Regimen* 
Foot ;  but  as  he  had  mac  f  his  Studies  with  great  Application,  at  ^ 
earn  (I  Requefl  of  the  Pro  offers  of  the  Unrotrfuy  o/Glalgowr,  heft**'* 
at  Candidate  for  -a  Chair  of  Pbilofopbfr  in  a  comparative  Trial,  in  Bs^ 
and  w.carlet%  the  Military  Vrefs  of  tbofjf  Days*  to  which  he  was  with  gr*  ^ 
Applaufe  preferrd.    In  mis  Station  he  was  greatly  vfleem'd,  for  htsu^ 
common- Abilities  in.  PhiHubphy  and  other  Parts  of  Learning:  But  beit^ 
refolvd  to  follow  the  Studiofthe  Law*   be  foon  refigned  his  Office  of  Pr€^ 
fe/for,  and  entered  Advocate  upon  the  jtlTof  Febuury  1648,  and  quickf^ 
ditttuguijbed  bimjelf  by  bid  Pleadings  before  the  Court  of  SeQion,  avoiding 
always  to  take  any  Implotment9  either  as  Advocate,  or  Judge  in  criminal** 
Matter s^tho  often  re  fpetttvely  prefs' d  to  accept  of  both9  which  proceeded  fron^ 
a  Delicacy  in  his  Ophuon%  Heafl  to  wit,  be  might  poffsbly  be  the  Infirumenl^ 
either  of  making  the  Innocent Jujfer,  orm  to  acquit  the  Guilty*    In  this*0* 
Situation  be  continued  till  the  Tender  was  impofed%  when  be t  with  man%^ 
other  emineut.Lawyers%  withdrew  fum  the  Bau    G*  June  26th  1657,  be 
Yd  by  General  Monk,  in  Name  of  the  Protestor's 
f pointed  to  be  one  of  the  Judges,  which  was  foon 
tton  dirtSly  from  the  ProteSor  bimfelft  tn  the 
r9  iphich  he  hdi  no  Inclination  to  accept  of,  beings 
himfelf  no  Favourer  of  the  Ufurpatiou  *  for  as  he  had  been  Secretary  to  the: 
Comrniffhn.  which  bat   been  fent  to  the  Ktng  to  Breda,  be  bad  waited, 
upon  bis  Majefiy  upon  I  is  landing  in  the  North;  however  being  hnportu* 
uately  pre/fed  to  accept  by  many  eminent  Men,  and  amongft  them*  by  feve* 
rod  Mtuiflcrs,  who  al  diflinguifhed  between  bis  faying  jk  on*  *f  the^ 
Council  under  the  Prottftor,  and  exerdfing  the  Office  of  a  Judge,  by  air 
minifiratingjufiice  toUris  fellow  Suijeftj,  be  did  accept;  and  hts  A8  of 
<&dmjjp>n.j>nly  bears  pis  giving  bis  Oath*  Ac  fide  1 1 .  adouniitratione* 
After  the  Re/bratieul  he. was  made  by  the  King  oneofthe  ordinary  Lords  . 
ofSeffton  by  bis Majefm's  Nomination  dated  at  ^hi  ehall  February  13th 
166 1  *.  And  in  the  k6y  1 ,  be  was  created  Prifident  of  that  Court,  in  thn 
9am>oj  Sir  Jyho  ti</mau  of  Ucaigtnulct.   U  the  PaxUamm  i£8i, 

A* 


was  by  a  Commifjion 
Council  of  Scotland 
confirmed  by  a  Norm 
Month  o/July  thereafti 
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>     be  made  a  g>*at    Amaranth  foafecuriug  tbe  Proteftant  Religion ;  and 

:     by  Reafonoj  the  Ihffikultm  Jfthe  Times,  be  de fired  Leave  of  bis  Majefly 

L    ta  retire  from  Bufinefe  and  Ave  quietly  in  the  Country;  tut  in  this  he 

r     was  ftr&emed  h  a  Commiffm ,  dated  the  141ft  of  O&obcr  1 68  f ,  which 

■     having  pafl  the  Great  Seal  wt  t  produced  the  ifl  of  November  thereafter  9 

*    by  which  Commiffion  be  was  j  vperfeded  as  Prefidem  of  the  Stffion,  and  in 

'      the  Tear  1681,  was  obliged  J  or  bis  Safety  to  retire  to  Holland  ;  for  tbo* 

be  had  ih*  &»&*  P^emife  tht  t  bejbould  live  undMurbed%  yet  he  was  let 

kmw  tt&t  be  could  not  be  m  •!  ifety;  and  after  his  Retreat  to  Holland, 

Ineral  unjuft  bus-  fruitlefs  Attempts  were  made  to  have  him  tried  for 

*  freafeit,  both  before  the  Parli<  iment  ant  Jufticiary,  for  no  other  Reafon, 

than  that  be  bad  always  with  Sincerity  and  Ftrmnefs  given  bis  Opinion  to 

the  King  and  Ins  Miniflers,  a&  atnff  the  Mea  fares  that  were  then  followed9 

sad  whkb  in  the  following  R(  ignt  as  length  brought  about  the  glorious  Ror 

i9  at  which  £ime  Ann  >  1688,  be  attended  King  William  in  that 


Expedition  f  by  the  Succefs  of  which  wejwero  mo  A  happily  delivered  from 
tfjraMMtand  Slavery-  Nov  mber  ift  1689,  Sir  James  Dalrymple  of 
Stan  bn  Letter  as  Prefiden  of  the  Seffion  Was  produced  and*  recorded^ 
mid  bo  was  accordingly  admitted  and  refbred  to  his  Office*  In  the  Tear 
%6got  he  was  created  a  Vtfaunt  upon  Account  of  his  great  Services  and 
Merit.  Mb  puMifiod while  fi  Holland  bis  Inlticucions  of  che  Law  of 
Scotland  (a  more  full  Editu  1  of  which  came  out  in  the  i693>)  and  two 
Volumes  in.  B&io  of  Dcdfiou.  from  the  166 1,  to  the  168 1  iiciuiive.' 
He  alfo  puldijhed  a  Syftm  <  f  Phsficks,  valued  greatly  at  the  2me9  and 
a  Book  emitted  a  Vindicaci  hi  of  chc  Divine  Acribuccs  was  alfo  his9 
H  wbkt  there  is  difiovered  g  eat  Ferce  of  Argument  and  Knowledge.  He 
voas  kobt  upon  before  bis  <Df<  th  as  the  living  Oracle  of  our  Law%  and  as 
frefesf  bh  Infticut.om  areXappealed  to.  as  containing  the  true  and  Solid 
Beimipke  of  fr  Mr.  Binning  who  had  lately  boon  bit  Sebela*  was 
determined  after  much  Entreaty  (of  whi%h  we  flail  prefeml 
skL*mt$).toj9a*t  as  a  Candidate  for  that  Peft*  The 
College,  according  to  the  ufual  laudable  Cuftom^ 
Jem  *o*to  all  the  Umvtr fines  in  the  Kinidom  mJFWj**  ftsch  as  bad  a 
M$d  to  difpute  for  a  Profeffiqn  of  Philofopby^  JfifWrtHifalvo*  ijojom 
Jar  tbe>nfelve\  to  compete  for  that  Preferment^  giving  Af> 


Mafters  of  tht 


Jnrance  that  without  Partiality  and  Refpetl  of  Perfons^  the  Place  Jhould 
Ujtoaffaredupea  bim>wbQ  jhould  be  found  dignior  &,do£uor*. 
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The  Mini ftert  of  the  City  of  GUffow  confidering  how  much  it  was 
the  Inter  eft  of  the  Church,  that  well  qualified  Ptrjons  he  pit  into  the 
Bfojtjjum  of  Pbilojbpby,  and  th.u  Univerfities  by  this  Means  become  mcft 
ufejul  Seminaries  Jor  the  Church;  and  that  fuch  as  had  ferved  as, Regents 
in  the  College »,  were  ordinarily  brt  ught  mt  to  the*  Mini ftry%  who,  as  the 
Divinity  Cfairs  became  vacant,  \oere  advanced  to  that  Honour,  many 
Inflames  of  which  1  am  able  to  condvfmtd upon ;  And  they  knowing  that 
Mr.  Binning  was  eminently  pious,  and  one  of* it  folid  Judgment,  as 
well  as  of  a  bright  Genius^  fetupon  him  to  fifi  himftlf  among  tkf  other 
Competitors,  but.  had great\Difficultj  to  overcome  his  Modefty;  however 
-ritf  at  laft  prevailed  with  him  to'declare- before  the  Mafters  his  Willing- 
ness to  undertake  the  Difpute  with  others. 

'there  were  two  Candidates  ntore,  me  of  them  had  the  Advantage  of 
great  Interefl  with  DoBor  String,  Principal  of  the  College  at  that 
lime,  and  the  other  a  Scholar  cm  great  Abilities ■,  and  of  the  fame  Sen* *m 
tenants  with  the  DoElor^tk  fbnmproblematical  Points  ef  Divinity,  which 
with  great  Subtikty  bad  btenmiebatid  in  the  Schools.  Mr.  Bjnnmg/a 
managed*!*  Difpute,  and  actpaeted  himfeif  in  all  the  Parts  of  frial, 
that  to  thi  Convi&ion  tfthe  Judges  he  very  much  darkned  his  Rivals.  And 
as  to  the  frecife  Point  of  OualificMthn%  in  \tfpeB  of  Literature*  tut  of  all 
Shadow  if  a  Demur  ana \Mretencl  of  Diffut^y  in  the  Decifion  ik  however 
tint  Doctor,  dkd  fome+fthe  Facnkt  who  joined  him%  tbo'  they  could  not 


pretend,  that  the  Candidate  they 
a  Superiority  in  the  Difpute ;  yet[ 
Per/en  they  inclined  to  prefer,  b 
fetency.of  Ltarnmg,  and  being 
ferience  than  Mr.  BinotQg  cot 
was  mare  fit  to  be  a  teacher  ojOA 
a  felhnf  Student  wnhthofe,  he 


SET 

>ney  < 


rerk 


eared  ftr  had  an  EfUulity,  mmhlefs 

argued  a  cxccris  paribus,  that  the* 

a  Chiton's  Son,  having  a  good  Com" 

rfm  of  more  Hears,  bad  greater  £V 

%  mppoftd  to  have,  and  confidently 

th:  Mr.  Binning  being  but  Tejbtrday 

to  teachi  it  was  not  to  be  expe&ed, 

•that  the 'Students  would  bebave\fo  Urn  with  that  Refpell  and  Regard, 

"  But  to  this  it  waswplied,  That  Mr. 

rt  jo  wife  andfedate  as  to  be  above 

that  he  knew  vtry  well  haw  to  let 

was,  neither  vain  nor  light,  and  his 

and  what  was  wanting  in  Tears,  was 

Indowmtuss,  and  more  than  ordinary 

Qualifications*    A  Member  ofihe  Faculty  perceiving  the  Struggle  among 

shem  to  be  great  (and  indeed  tut  Affair  feem'd  to  have  been  argued  very 

•  *•  flats* 


wbtcb  jbould  be  Paid  to  a  Matt* 
Binniog  was  fitch  a  pregnant  Scf 
4tl  the  Follits  and  Vanities  of 
no  Man  dcftift  ms  Mush  j  bis 
Fancy  was  obedient  *to  hisRji 
Sufficiently  made  up  by  his/tnjgi 
lualifications*    d  Member 


ajpn, 
liar 
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llairffyljon  both  Sides,  fropofela  Difpute   bttweeu  the  two  Candidates . 

extern  fore,     upon    any     i'uljeW    they  Jbould    be  pleaftd  to   prtjcrtbe. 

STfcij  king    ttr.fidend   by    the    Faculty,    did  quickly  put  a  Perivd  to 

fke   Divifion  among   them;  an  '  theft  who  had  oppofed  him.    net  being 

ttuYrVqg  to  engage  their  Frient    again  in  the  Lijli^  with  fuch  an  able 

****tjgnnifl,  they  yielded  the  faueftion,  and  Mr.    Binning  was  ehtled. 

Jltr.  Binning  was  not  full  nineteen  Tears  of  Age,  when  he  commenced 

^e«  andPrcfe/for  of  Philofbpby ;  and  tho9  he  had  not  Time  to  prepare 

**.  &yjkm  of  any  Part  of  his  Prohffron   being  inflantfy  after  his  Ele£ihn*tr 

^4>  up  hti  Clafy;  yetfuth  was  the  Quicknefs.and  Fmilin  of  his  htven- 

*»©*»  J  the  Tenatioufafs  of  his  Memory,  and  the  Solidity  of  his  Judgment % 

******  his  Lhttattsto  the  Scholars  had  a  Depth  of  Learning  $f* $b*$  jftndf 

<***<£    Ptrfpicuity  of  Exprefjion-     And  I  am  ajfured.  That  he  was  amoug 

**e  Jirfi  in  Scorland,  that  began  to  reform  Philofopby  from  the  barbarous 

t*~+r*iis  and  unintelligible  Diftin&ions  of  the  Schoolmen,  and  the  many 

vaii*  Diffuses  and  trifling  Subtihies,  which  rather  perplexed  t ha -Minds 

& m  *tse  Totiffe,  thahfurnifbed  them  witbfolid  and  ufeful  Knowledge.* 

J^e  continued  in  this  Profeffion  for  the  Space  of  three  Tears,  and  dtf* 
ct**z~rged  bis  Iruft  fo  well,  that  he  gained  the  general  Afplaufe  of  the  Uni- 
veirjitj  fw  k*  Aetk%dmkal  Jtseuvifij:  4fnd  this  was  the  more  wonderful, 
That  boning  turned  Ins  Thoughts  towards  the  Miniftry   be  carried  on  bis 
Theological  Studies  at  the' fame  lim§%  and  made  vafl  Improvements  therein ; 
to  ivhkb  he  was  enabled  by  his  deep  "Penetration,  and  a  Memory  fo  re^ 
Untrue,  that  he  fcarcely  forgot  any  Thing  hi  bad  read  or  heard     b  was 
+"J}*ud  ordinary  for  him  fft  traufcribe  any  Sermon,  after  be  returned  to 
bis  Chamber,  at  fitcb  a  full  Lengthy  as  that  the  intelligent  and  jujk'iiu*. 
Header  who  beard  it  Preached,  (bould  not  find  one  Sentence  to  be  wanting. 
During  ibis  Period  of  his  Lifel  be  gave  a  Proof  and  Evidence  of  too 
treat  Prmeji  be  bad  made  in  tbel Knowledge  of  Divinity;  by  a  Compo- 
port  on  %kn  choice  Paffage  of  the  bolj  Scripture,  2  Qor.  v.  143.  For  the 
Love  of  God  conftraiireth  us.  bf  caufe  we  thus  judge,  ihat  if  one 
tied  for  all,  then  were  all  dea 
His  Performance  be  fent  to  aVerlain  Gentlewoman  far  her  private 
•     Edification^  who  tytd  been  detahtli  at  Edinburgh  for  a  long  Time  with 
hjmtfiof  importance^  and  bavin*  perufed  ibefama,  Jbe  fudged  it  was  a 

"~  Tni  the  Well  </*  Scotland,    and  put  it 

oS  of  Edinburgh  for  Us  Opinion,  who 

uj$ofing  it  to  be  taken  from  the  Jioutl 


i  ofjbme  eminent  Minifitt 
"Wo  tbb  tfamdi  of  the  then  Pro 
*u/o  well  fettled  with  it,  th 


VM 


77>e  Life  of  the  Author. 


of  one,  whom  tbe  City    bad  formerly  refolved  to  call,     was  reBleJs 
till  a  Call  was  brought  \about  t  bim,  to  be   or.e  of  the  Mtnifers  of 
the  City  ^  but  when  the  Lady  returned  back  to  Glafgow,  fie  found  be* 
Jiiftake,  by  Mr  Binningrs  asking  tbi  Djffcoude  from  bet.     Ibis  was 
tbe  jhft  Difcdvery  be  bad  given  of  bis  great  Dexterity  and  Ability  in 
explaining  if  Scripture.    I  At  tbe  Expiration  of  bis  third  Tear  as  a  Pro* 
fejfor  of  Pbilojopby,  tbe  Pari/b  c/Govan,  +biel*4m  adjacent  to  tbe  City 
of  Glafgow,  and  is  within  the  BonndsjftUi  Pi  esbytery,  happened  to  be 
vacaht.    Before  tbit  Time,  wb*everj*as  Principal  of  tbe  College  of  Glaf- 
gow, was  alfo  Atinifter  of  Govzn^f  t  Mr.  Kotttt  Boyd  of  Irocbrig 
(a  Per/on  of very  great  Learning,  as  bis  Commentary  on  tbe  JipiSleto  the- 
Ephefians  and  bit  Hecatombe  C  iriftiana  tejttjy  after  he  bad  betn 
Mmfier  at  Verlal  ht  France,  and  i  Prcfejfvrot  Divinity  in  Saumur,  re- 
turned to  Scotland,  and  was  jettHdl  Principal  of  the  College,  and  Mhi* 
fter  of  Govari  *  but  this  being  attended  with  Inconveuiencies,  an  Altera- 
tion was  made j  and  tbe  Presbytery  bfvbtg  a  View  of  fupplyiifg  that  Va- 
cancy with  Mr.  Binning,  did  take  bim  upon  Jrials,  in  order  to  bis  being 
Kcenfedasa  (Preacher  ;  and  after  hi  was  iicenfed,  be  did  preach  at  Gfc- 
van,  to  tbe  great  zatisfaSion  of  tbJf  SPayfa    Mr.   Binning  was  fome- 
iime  after  called  and  invited  to  Me  Mmjter  of  tbe  faid  &arijb,-wbkh 
^GaU  tbe  presbytery  bemtily  uppio&d  of,  and  entered  bim  upon  Trials  fvr  ... 
'Ordination,  about  tbe  22d  tear  of  bis  Age m  and  as  a  ffWt  of  Trials 
they  prefcribed  to  bim  a  common  Head,  '  be  concurfu  &  infiuiu  di- 
*fno  cum  adionibus  creaturarum.     The  lOccafkm  of  which  was,  that 
Dr.  Strang  (Principal  of  tbe  College,  andd^fember  of  tbe  (Presbytery ; 
badx  vented  fome  peculiar  Notions  upon  thatyrofomd  Subjed,^  and  having 
delivered  a  very  elaborate  Dijcourje,  viva  voce,  to  tbe  Admiration  of  aU 


;  Hi  Thetis  to  be  impugned  by 

tbedireS  Antithefis  of  DoSor 

.„  _     _  .  Stndente  on  that  Controvert*. 

bri^X  .fbtfrtd  ttpon  to  be  on    of  bis  Opponents,  found  hi ' 

i :.  »    j    ..  J  exarUj  fa  metaphyseal  and 

fr.  Binning  maintained  bit 
Defence,  to  tbe  great  Satis- 
me  were  pi  A  fed  to  Jay,  Ibat 


who  heard  it,  be  gave  in,  according  to  Cu& 

tbe  Members. of  the  Presbytery,  which  was 

Strang''  Opinion  in  his  DiBates  to  the 

Tbe  Do8orbei_r 

Credit  and  Reputation  much  engaged,  and 

Jubtile  Talent  on  that  Occafion:   But  Mr.  Binning  maintained  bis 

Ground  by  tbe  Wagbt  and  Solidity  of  bisl  ^Defence,  to  tbe  great  Satis 

fattion  (fall  that  were  prefent ;  Jo  that  tome  were  plAfed  to  Jay,  IbaL 

young  Mr.  Binning  appeared  to  be  tbe  Lid  learned  fDoBurx  Nay,  tbe 

J)o8or  bimfeU  after  tbe  Rencounter,  adefrhtg  Mr.  Binning  Abilities 

and  Parts  faidy  Where  bath  this  young 

Reading  >  tfben  be  badfnijbed  bit 


Ian  got  all  thu  Learning  and 
be  bad  tbe  uwnimems  Appro- 
bation 


he 
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htiott  of  the  Presbytery  •,  iraW  their  declaration  ar.d  Teftimony  of  hit 
Pkne/i  to  be  one  of  the  Mintflkrsoftbe  City,  upon  the  fir  ft  Vacancy :  And 
dam  affured,  that  at  the  veif  fame  Time  the  Mxfters  of  the  Univerjity 
had  H  in  tbeir  View  to  bring  him  back  again  to  their  Society,  when  welt 
the  Profejhn  of  'Divinity  {bo\ild  become  vacant. 

He  was,  confidering  bis  Age,  a  Prodigy  of  learning,  for  before  be  bad 

•arrived  at  the  i6tb   Tear  of  bis  Life,  be  lad  fucb  a  large  Stock  of 

rfftful  Knowledge,  *§  to  be  philolagm,  philofophuc  fc  thoologus  e«« 

'mim^eend  might  well  have  been  an  Ornament  in  the  mo fi  famous  end 

^prijbittg  Univerfiiy  in  Europe.    This  was  the  more  afionijhing,  if  we 

cmfider  bis  Weaknefs  end  infii  mtiy  of  Body,  not  being  able  to  read  much 

M  one  Time,  or  to  undergo  the  Fatigue  of  affiduout  Study.    But  tbh  was 

well  Jwpplied,  partly  by  a  Memory  that  retained  every  Thing  be  been* 

or  read,  and  partlyjp  a  folid  penetrating  Judgment,  whereby  bedige/ted 

it  well,  and  made  it  bis  own  *  fp  that  with  a  fingular  2)exterity,  be, 

<mU  bring  it  furtb  feafonably,    and  communicate  it  to  the  Ufe  and 

diuBHtagt  of  others,  draw  d  from  the  Dregs  be  found  about  it,  or  hi* 

termixed  whb   it  *    infomucb   that  bis   Knowledge   feemed  rather  to 

be  bom  mtbbim,  than  to  'have  been  acquired  Sy  bavd  and  labor  iow* 

to*.        • 

From+v  Childhood  be  knew  the  Scriptures %  and^fiett  11  Bey  bad  been* 
der  much  deep  and  Spiritual  Exercife,  until  the  Tm*"(er  a  little 
Here  it)  *fbis  Etftry  upon  the  Office  of  the  Mmifiry,  when  be  came  to 
a  %reat  Cab*  and  lafhng  Tranquility  of  Mind,  being  mercifully  reieyed 
ef  all  tbofe  Doubtings,  which  bad  for  a  long  Time  greatly  exevcijed 
9m%  amatbo*  be  was  of  a  tender  and  weak^jponftituticn,  yet  Love  to 
Cbri£y*ndA  Concern  fir  the  Good  of  precious  Souls  committed  to  bim^ 
conjhraamdbi^  to  Inch  Diligence  in  feeding  the  Flock%  as  to  fpetid  him- 
Jetf  in  the  Work  of  the  Mmjhy     It  was  obferved  oj  him,  That  be  was 


*&*/*  at  any  Time  from  imbraang  an  Invitation  to  pr  acb 

before  the  moa^experienced  Cbrifitan^  even  the  harmd  Preftpwvf  the 
~Mwttfitjr  ~nd  th'  Pf~~*»d  Mimflm  if  the  City  -  Jnd  when*  one  of  bis 
ffl  intimate  Friends  jtoticed  herein  a  Difference  from  that  Jtodefty  and 
Self  denial,  which  appeared  in  the  whole  of  bis  Way  and  ConduB,  ft 
took  the  Freedom  to  ask  him,  bow  be  came  to.be  Jo  eafily  prevailed  with 
to  wreaeb  before  Perfins  of  fo  great  Experience  and  Judgment,  wbof* 

MMiiiiHl  Hffi'  ""if  Mmiifti  hhhi)  INifmrf  in  if  vjl mi  rf     He  made  tbh 

%ph.  Tbat  when  be  bad  a  clear  Call  to  mention  bis  blejfed 
~  b  "        -  Maftet* 
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JHafier'j  Name  in  any  PUce,be  bad  no  mwatojay,  but  n cream  l,fend 
one :  What  am  I  that  J  fliould  re$t  bis  heavenly  Call  ?  And  when  be% 
wbofe  Home  is  holy  and  reverend  Ujpoken  of  and  to,  and  is  there  prtfint; 
the  Prefence  of  no  other  Per  fin  ss  to  he  regarded  *m  Jrta  Jvifr,  *nm 
pnder  that  Impreffim,  I  forget  who  is  prefent,  and  who  it  abfent. 

Tbd*  be  was  bookijb,  aid  much  intent  upon  the  fulfilling  of  bis  Mini* 
Jtry,  he  turned  bis  Tbo\ght\  to    Maqriagft  and  did  murry  4**irtuour 


&£$  +*d  emeMent  Perfvm  Mrs.  Barbara  Simpfon,  Daughter  to  Mr.  James 
**^  .  JSimpfbn  a  Miniftcrin  Ireland.  Upon  the  Day  on  which  be  was  to  he 
married,  be  went  accompanied  with  bis  Friends  (amongft  whom  werejeme 
gram  and  worthy  MinijUrs)  to  an  adjacent  County  Congregation,-  upon 
the  Day  of  their  weekly  Sermon.  The  Minifteroftie  Parijh  delayed  Ser- 
mon till  they  jhould  come,  hoping  to  out  the  Work  upon  one  of  the  Mini" 
Jiers  he'expeBed  to  be  there *  but  alt  of  them  declinjxr  it,  be  next  tried 
if  be  could  prevail  with  the  Bridegroom,  and  fucceedeaftbo  the  Invitation 
was  not  expeSed,  and  the  Nature  of*  the  Qeeafion  foamed +f  hefimewbat 
alien  from  hie  being  emphyedin  that  Wmk\  It  was  no  difficult  Task  to 
lam  upon  ajbort  Warning  to  preach,  having  d  prompt  and  ready  Gift :  He 
was  never  at  a  Loft  far  Words  and  Matter,  hmd  barring  fient  afide  4  little 
Time  to  premeditate  and  implore  bis  Mafterjs  Prefence  and  3jfyiance  (for 
+  be  was  *ver  afraid  to  be  alone  ty  that  fffark)  be  went  immediately  to 
the  Tulpit^ind  preached  upm's  Pet.  L  1$,  Bat  as  he  who  hath 
called  you  is  holy,  far  be  ye  holy  in  all  mannef  of  Converfation. 
.  At  which  Time,  be  woe  fo  remarkably  helped,  that  all  acknowledged, 
that  God  was  with  bim  of  a  Truth,  idud-tbe  People vf  tbem-f*ari/b,-wb9 
bad  come  to  hear  their  own  JDniJier,  {a  truly  pious  and  excellent  Man) 
were  fo  fitrprifed  and  tatks  with  hi  1,  as  if  God,  hefides  bis  ordinary 
Refident  (Jo  ilr/ M'Ward  exprejps  It)  bad  font  them  m  extraordinary 
Embajfadorto  negotiate  a  <Peacebetn  een  God  and  them,  and  a  prompt 
Paranympb  unto,  and  a  skHfiJ  Suit  r  of  a  SpOufe  for  Jefns  Chrifi  the 
bUffed  Bridegroom,  that  be  might  Arefent  them  as  a  ciUtft  Virgin  to 
this  divmi  Husband.      ■  •      J 

However  be  JtuHed  in  bis  public*  Difcourfeste  condefiendto  the  Ca* 
facitp  of  the  meaner  Sort  of  HearersJyet  it  muft  he  owned,  that  bis  preach* 
*  ingGift  was  not  Jo  much  accommodated  and  fuked  to  a  Country  Congrega- 
tion, at  it  was  tojbe  judicious  and  learned.  The  SubjeSe  of  Sermons  are 
fa  numerous  and  various,  and  the  Orfer  of  Men's  difpo/ng  of  their  Thought* 
nft*Jtbe[eSMbje&sfo  dj&erent,  thafyiSait  ef  deaths  mey  he  asjoonntada 

to 
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tsanfwer  every  Matt*  Backed  a  fixed  and  invariable  Method  may  be 
fefarsbed  that  JbalT agree  to  e\)ery  SubjeS%  and  everf  Man's  Tafle.    Air* 
toiling'*  Method  was  fingular  and  peculiar  to  himfetf,  touch  after  the 
haranguing  Way.    He  was  no  Stranger  to  the  Rules  of  Art,  and  knew 
wtUhorr  to  lake  bis  Method  J  \bfervient  to  the  SubjeBsWe  bandied  *  and 
ttf  be  tells  not  bis  Dijcourje  i  asfo  many  Parts,  yet  it  wanted  not  Metboif 
i  being  maximum  artis  cela  *e  *rtem.     His  Liffion  and  Language  is 
afj  and  fluent \  neat  and  fine,  void  of  all  jffeSation  and  Hombaft,  bis 
Sile  was  free  fromftarcb  Lufttou/nefi  and  Intricacy  \  every  Period  has  a 
Emd  of  wndefigned  negligent  ]Ehjgauce,  which  metis  the  Reader's  At* 
Union,  and  makes  what  be  Ms  as  Apples  of  Gold  Jet  in  TiQures  of  Sil- 
|iMr:  So  tbat%  confidering  tbeTime  when  be  lived,  it  might  befaid,  that 
hi  bad  carried  the  Orator's  Prize  from  bis  Cotemporaries  in  Scotland, 
ted  vat  not  at  that  Time  inferior  to  the  beft  <Pulpit  Orators  in  England, 
I  lb  bnelifh  Language  thing  gqt  its  greatefl  Embellijhments  and  Refining* 
*kl  .cflmtr-Teart     it  bis  Sermons  bis  Matter  gives  Life  to  bis  Word*%  and 
his  Words  add  a  Lvfire  to  bis  Matter     That  great  Divine  Air   Jameg 
Doiham,  em  excellent  Jjitige  of  Men,  gave  this  Verdrtt  oj  bim9  lba% 
tfare  is  no /peaking  after  Mr.  Binning  -,  jmd  truly  be  bad  ihc  Tongue 
tftbe  Learned,  and  knew  how  to  Ipeak  a  Word  in  Seafon.    The 
S*bje8-matter*efbis  Sermons  is  mojtly  praQical,  and  yet  rational  and  ar- 
gumentative, fit  to  inform  the  Under/tanking  of  bis  Bearers,  and  move  tbeh 
Jfe&ions  i  And  when  Qmtroverfies  came  in  bis  Way,  be  Viewed  great  Ac- 
menejs  and  Judgment  in  difovjjmf  aniL  determining  Jbem,  and  no  lefs 
SUnUin  applying  them  to  traSice     His  3>ifcowrJes  were  fbfolid  and 
fubftantial,  Jo  heavenly  afndjubUme%  that  they  not  only  feed  but  feaft  the 
Reaitry  as  with  N  arrow  and  Fat  left,    in  the  mojt  of  them,  we  meet 
with  mmh  of  the  Sublime,  ftjpreffed  n  a  mtft  lofty,  patbetick  and  moving 
Maimer.    Mr.  M'VIutdjays  tn  lis  Letter,  U'/W  as  to  the  whole  of 
*  Jtr.  Binning'*  Writings,  I  know  no  Matis  Pen  on  the  Heads  he  bath 
m  bandied  more  adapted  for  Edifica  ion,  of  which  with  a  pleafant  Vio- 


Sarprasi  _  ^ 

mOtber  ran  of  the  lame  Letter,  be  fays,  "  The  SubjeSs  he  di/conrfes 
u  npon  are  handled  witbfucb  a  pleaj  ant  and  profitable  Variety  of  Thought 
"  and  Exprefion,  that  toe  Hearer  o  Reader  is  taken  with  it,  as  if  bo 
■u  hoi  never  met  with  it  before.'9  He  was  fucb  a  skillful  Scribe,  a$ 
**    .         "      "  b*  knew 
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knew  how  ro  bnngiourot  hid  Store,  Things  n?«/  and  old;  the  eld 
with  fucb  Sweet nefs  and  Savom  as  it  feemed  (till  new,  ana  the  new  re- 
tained its  &  ft  Sweetnefs  fo  as  n  rver  to  grow  old- 
He  ana  fomenting  Minifies*  in  the  fame  Pretbytery%  who  had  been 
$tudent $  of  Divinity ',  when  h  wot  Profeffor  of  PkUofopby^  did  keep 
private  Meetings  for  Chnftian  F<  llowfbip,  and  their  mutual  Improvement : 
But  finding  that  he  was  in  Dangi  r  of  being  puft  up  with  the  high  Opinion 
they  had  of  him\  he  broke  fifth  fe  Meetings,  tbo*  he  fiill  heft  up  a  Biro* 
therly  Correfpondence  whb  then  y.  for  the  vigorous  Profecution  of  their 
minifierial  Work.  He  ftudied  i  o  bee  loathed  with  Humility,  and  to  hide 
his  Attainments  under  that  Vai  ;  tho'  he  wanted  not  Matter  and  Words  . 
wherewith  to  pleafe  and  profit  1 11  his  Hearers,  yet  at  every  Thought  of 
hh  appearing  in  publickto  fpeak  f  God  and  Chrifl  to  Men,  his  Soul  was 
fitted  with  a  holy  Tremor,  whici  he  vented  by  faptg,  \Ah  Lord!  I  am 
a  Child  and  cannot  fpeak;  tencb.me  ivbat  ijballfay  of  thee,  tufa  can- 
not order  my  Speech  by  Rca  on  ol  Darknefs.  Inhisfirfi  Sermon  on 
the  fourth  Queflion  of  our  fit  ter  Catechifm,  he  exprejfes  himjelf  in  a 
moft  elegant \and  rapturous  Mai  ner;  '*  We  are  now,  fays  he,  about  this 
*'  Qpefliori  Usbat  God  is  t  But  oho  can  anfwer  it?  or  if  anfwered,  who  - 
"  can  under fiand  it  i  lifbouldaj  oni/b  us  in  the. very  Entry,  t^tbink  we  are 
"  about  to  fpeak  and  to  hear  of  his  Majefly,  whom  Eye  hath  not  ieco, 
"  nor  Ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  Hear  of  any  Creature 
"  to  cohfidcr  wha^e  is.  lb  nh  ye,  blind  Men  could  under'ftand  a  per* 
€f  tinent Difcourfe  of  Light  and  Colours  f  Would  they  form  any  fust  able 
."  Notion  of  that  they  had  never  feen,  and  cannot  U  known  but  by  feting  I 
91  What  an  ignorant  Speeds  wot  Id  a  deaf  Man  make  of  Sound,  which  a 
5«  Man  cannot  fo  much  as  know  i  that  it  is,  but  b§  hearing  of  it  f  How  then 
"  can  we fpeak  of  God%  who  dm  Ms  infuch  inacciffible  Light ;  that  tho9  we 
44  had  our  Eyes  opened,  yet  ibeyi  re*far  left  proportioned  to  that  refplendent 
'.'  Brightnefs,  than  ailind  Eye  if  to  the  Sun's  Light  f '' 

He  was  a  great  Student  in  the  Books  of  Creation  and  Providence,  and- 
took  much  Pieafure  in  meditating  uponwhat  is  written  in  theft  Volumes ; 
the  Wonders  he  difcovered  in  both  kiL  him  ujP&'tke  infinitely  wife  and 
powerful  Maker  and  Preferver  of  aU  Things*  Once  when  be  came  to  viftt 
a  Gentlerkn  of  good  Learning,  and  hs  intimate  Acquaintance ;  the  Gentle* 
man  took  him  to  bis  Garden,  and  in  their  Walk  he  dijeourfed  with  him 
to  bis  grfat  Surpr'nu  of  the  eijoilh*  Declarations^  %phich  every  Thing 
makes  *f  its  almighty  Creator ;  and  talked,  of  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs 


m         The  Life  of  the  Author.*  x»i 

«/  God%  particularly  in  cltothing  the  Earth  with  a  green  Garb  rather 
than  witlrm  Garment  of  any  other  Co/our  ;  ami  having  plucked  a  Flower 

from  it y  be  made  a>  mofi  favour j  fpiritnal   Difvurfe ;     he  la   diff<Qed 

%md  anatomized  the  fame,  as  }o  fit  forth  the  glorious  Ptrfeflion*  of  its 
Maker,  in  a  moff  taking  and  entertaining  Manner. 

§ut  the  main  Objeft  of  his  pious  and  devout  Contemplation  t  was  God 
in  ChnA  reconciling  the  World  to  iiimfelt:  For  God •  who  com- 
manded the  Light  to  (bine  out  of  D'arkncfs,  had  fhined  into  his 
Hearr  to  give  him  the  Light  of  the  Knowledge  of*God,  in  the  F*ce 
of  Jcfus  Chritf  ;  fo  that  he  not  only  under  flood  the  Mjfieries  of  the  King*  • 
dom  of  God  bimfeff,  hue  it  was  given  to  him  to  make otfjers  know  them:; 
Hit  Preaching  was  in  the  Demonstration  of  the  Spirir,  and  ot  Power. 
Hi%  Sermons  are  the  very  Tranffglpt  of  wbat  had  paft  betwixt  Chrifl  and 
bis*own  Soul;  he  fpoke  ana  wrote  his  experimefttal  Knowledge 9  and  did 
htbfpeak  and  write,  becaufi  he  believed.  He  did  earueftly  contend  for 
tht  Article*  of  Faith  and  Truths  of  Religion,  andeould  niuti  thtnkef- 
parting  with  one  Hoof,  or  the  leafl  Sramif'Z'ruth ;  being  perfwaded.  that 
Christian  Concord  mnfi  have  TrutlAfor  m  Foundation,  and  Holinefs  for 
its  Attendant,  without  which  it  wiMdecfase  into  a  Defe&iou,  and  degene- 
rate into  a  Cenfptfacy  againfi  Retigjpdfj*A$  to  the  Duties  of  Cbrifliamty9 
be  inforced  the  Performance  of  thefeftoith  all  the  Arguments  of  Per* 
fwafion;  fo  that  through  the  Bleffing  of  .God,  bis  Pubis  Di&ourfes  be* 
tame  the  Power  of  God  to  the  Illumination  of  the  Vnderftanmngs  of  bit 
Hearers,  the  Renovation  of  their  Natures f  the  Reformation  of  their  Uves% 
and  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls.  » 

Ihe  dtfftculp  Part  of  a'Reprover,  he  aBed  in  the  mofi  prudent  and 
gaining  Manner,  vrtxn  he  did  lick  with  bis  Tcmgue  the  Mote  out  of  hit 
JBrothti**  EyV,  hi  did  it  with  alltendemefs,  and  with  the  tear  in  bis 
m*.m  Bis  Weirds  wanted  neither  Point  nor  Edge  for  drawing  of  Blood, 

-when  the  Cafe  vf  tht  Offender  made  it  an  indifpenfible  Duty;  and  whtm 
be  was  neceffitated  to  ufe  Sharfnefs  with  any,  they  were  convinced,  that 
be  hmtfymind  Jfucerefy  intended  their  jpiritnal  Good.    His,  Cotnpaffion ' 

.oil  the  ignorant,  and  them  that  were  out  ot  the  Way,  madeitevU 
'  deut9  bow  much  he  considered  hirafeU  as  encompaffed  with  Infirmity, 
endfo  within  the  Hazard  if  being  tempted. 

He  was  a  Perfon  of  exemplary  Moderation  and  Sobriety  of  Spirit ;  had 
beating  Atethodr  much  at  Heart,  and  fludied  to  promote  Love  and  Pe*ce 
\bis Brethren  ittt be  Miniftn  •  He  vigorouflf  contributed  40  the  Re- 
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cover y  of  the  Humanity  of  Cbriftianitr,  which  bad  hen  much  loft  in  the 
Differences  of  the  limes,  aujf,  the  Anmofities  Which  fallowed  thereupon* 
Theft  Virtues  and  Graces  had  fuch  an  Aicendant  in  his  Spy/,  that  when, 
ha  carried  Coals  about  with  him  taken  from  the  Altar ,  t<H  warm  the  Souls  % 
ff  all  (with  whom  hi  converfed)  with  Love' to  God%  his  Truths,  Interefls 
and  Peaple%  fo  he  carried  Sanctuary  water  about  with  him  to  cool  and  |f  < 
tmguijb%  what  of  undue  Pajjion  he  perceived  to  accompany  thi  Zeal  of 
good  iued  well  difig,;n;g  Per  fans ;  Vi  Temper  that  is  rarely  found  in  one  of 
his  Age  i  But  rtpe  Hxrveft  Grapes  were  found,  upon  this  Vine  in  the  be* 
tinning  of  Spring ;  and  no  iVvndenfinct  te  lived  fo  near  the  Suit  of  Righte- 
ou$iefs>  and  lay  under  the  plentiful  Showers  of  Divine  Grace}  and  the 
ripening  Influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  prevailing  of  the  Englifc  Se&tkians  under  Oliver  Crontwel,  to 
the  Overthrow  of  the  Presbyterian  Uferefl  iff  ^England,  and  the,  various 
Attempts  which  they  made  in  Scotland,  on  the  CouMituthu  and  utf*  •' 
cipline  of  this  Church,  was  one  of  the  greateft  Difficulties,  which  the 
Mimftry  had  then  to  (iruggle  with.  Ugon  this  be  made  thi  following  moft 
excellent  Rtfle&ion,  in  a  Serm^preakhed  on  a  Day  of  puhlick  HuMilr 
ationy  Page  joi.  Col.  x.  What  it  rhd  Lord  hath  defaced  all  that  this 
Kingdom  was  inikumental  iobkHdibg  of  in  Englandyihtt  he  alone 
may  have  the  Glory  in  a  fecond  Temple  more  glonofis?  And  when 
he  obferved,  fhat  the  Zeal of 'many  for  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant 
(iy  which  tfky  were  /worn  to  endeavoui  the' Prefervation  of  the  reformed 
Religion  in  Scotland,  and  the  Reformation  of  Religion  in  the  Kingdoms 
of  England  and  Ireland)  was  not  attended  with  a  fui table  Amendment 
of  their  rtwi  Lives,  be  tones  ftp  a  bitter  lamentation  over  them  in  a  very 
remarkable  Paragraph^  Pag*  5 $4*  Co1  *•  Aias  we  deceive  ourfelves 
with  the  Noiie  ot  a  Covenant,  and  \ .  Caufe  ot  God ;  we  cry  it  up 
as  an  Antidote  againft  all  Evils,  u  :  it  as  a  Charm,  even  at  the 
Jews  did  their  Temple;' and  in  the  m  km* Time  we  do  doc  care  how 
we  walk  before  God,  or  with  our  Neighbours.  Veil  (thus  faith 
the  Lord)  &ruft  ye  not  in  lying  Ww&s%.  { tying,  ibe  fempk  ofahe.  lui% 
the  Temple  of  the  lord,  the  iteniple  o4  the  Lord  are  tbefe.  For  if  ye 
throughly  amend  your  Ways,  and  yom  Doings  ^  if  ye  throughly  execute  . 
'  Judgment  between  a  Matt  and  hit  tieigl  hour ;  4f  ye  opprefs  not  the  Aran* 
ger%  the  Fatherlefs*  and  the  Widow,  t  ndjbed  not  innocent  Blood  in  this 
Plate,  neither  walk  after  other  Gods  to  pur  Hurt,  Jer.  vii.  4,  jf  6. 
If  Druokcnncis  tcigo  among  you,  if/Filthsncis,  Swearing,  Opprcl- 
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fion,  Cructy  reign  jJ^big  (you,  your  Covenant  i*  buc  a.  Lie,  all 
your  Ptottflidns  arc  wRfing  Words,  and  ftall  never  keep  yen  in 
your  Inheritances  and  Dwfiling*.  *  The  Lard  tells  you  what  he 
requires  of  you/ is  it  nor  jo  do  jufll^  and  love  Mercy,  and  matk 
frtmbh  With  Godi  Mic.  vfc'fl  This  is  that  which  the  Grace  of  God 
teaches,  to  deny  Vngodlinefs^  am  worldly  Luffs,  and  to  live  foberty,  righte- 
tufty-  ondgodiy%  towards  yotr  God,  youx  NerghbGur  and  your  fell, 
Tit.  !>***> t2-  Md  lh^  hd  prefers  <o  yout  publick  Ordioanjces, 
yoar*alting,  covenanting.  jkeadiing  and  4uch  like. 

fphtn  the  unhappy  Diftmmon  betwixt  the  Publick  fUfo1iitior«rt  and 
Pro  tetters  took  Place  in  this  yhunb,  'Mr.  Binning  was  of  the  hj)  D*m  ■ 
momination.  This  DiftinRion  proved  so  te  of  fatal  Confequences,  he  faw 
jome  of  the  Evils  of  it  in  i  is  own  fame,  and  being  of  a  catholick  nni 
healing  Spirit,  with  a  J/iew  t )  the  cementing  of  Differences^  he  wrote  an 
excellent  7reatife  of  Chrifliat  Love  which  contains  vtryftrongandfa- 
sbetifk  faff  ages  mofi  appopte  \o  this  Subjeti,  jome  of  winch  we  will  ban* 
ii/fiiWr,rfF  ftiii/ftgf  ■  quouA  He  was  no  Foment er  of  FaEHou,  butfludr 
4>us  of  jt*  publick  tranquillity  ;  he  was  a  Man  of  moderate  Principles 
om J  temperate  Pafftons,  he  was  fnrfrom  being  confident,  or  vehement  in 
the  managing  of  publick  Affairs ;  never  impofing  or  overbearing  upon 
fibers,  but  willingly  hearknedeeo  Advice,  and  yielded  to  Reafott. 

After  he  had  laboured  four  Tears  in  the  Miniflry,  lcrving  God  wirb 

bis  S$>iru  in  the  Goipel  ot  bis  Soof-wbora  he  preached,  warning 

every  Man,  and  teaching  every  M  men  great  mhMerial  Wifdom  and 

Freedom,  that  h*  might  prefent  every IM an  perfect  in   Chnft  Jcfivs 

•rhcrcomo  he  laboured^  (hiving  according  to  his  workirrg,  which 

^vfoogbt  in  him  miflltily  ;  he  died  of  a  Confumption,  when  he  was 

Jcarce  come  to  the  Prime  md  Vigour  of  Life,  entering  on  the  Twenty  fixtb 

Tear  of  Hi  Age,  jjwhg  behind  Aim  a  fweet  Savout  offer  he  wasjgone, 

and  an  Epitile  ot  Commendation  upon&the*  Hearts  of  his  Hearers* 

While}*  lived,  he  was  highly  valued  and  efteemed,  having  been  afuccefs* 

ful  htfirument  of  faving  himfelf  and  them  that  heard  bint*,  of  turning 

tamers  unto  Rtghteoufnefs,  and  of  perfe&irig  the  Saints ,•  and  died  much 

'  lamented  by  all  good  People^  who  bad  the  Opportunity  and  Advantage  of 

faeowing  Una    He  was  hi  P-rfm  offingular  Piety ,  of  a%umble%  meek  andm 

ptOfeatU  Semper %  a  judicious  and  lively  Preacher ;  nay,  fo  extraordinary 

m  terfutp  thai  he  wasjujify  accounted  a  Prodigy  for  tie  Pregnancy  of  hit 
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natural  Parts ,  and  his  great  Proficiency  in  famwt  Learning,  ani  Know 
ledge  of  Divinity*  ■■  fit  -am*  th  Jhinning 'a  U^ffko  (kine  long,  and  turned 
fo  tntenjely,  that  he  was  fconfui  out;  but  now/bines  in  the  Kingdom  of 
bi{  Father %  in  4  rriori  confpicious  and  refulgent  Manner %  even  as  the 
Brtghtncfsof  the  Virmanrrelc,  and  as  t|\#  Stars  lor  everaul  tver. 

The  lafi  Sermons  -he preach  \d  were  the fe  on  Rom.  viiu  14,  15  Ver. 
For  as  m-ny  as,  are  led  by  the  SpiTic'of  God,jhey  are  the  Sons  of 
God ;  for  ye  have  not  recc  ived  the' Spirit  ot  Bondage  again  to  (car, 
but  ye  have  received  the  Sf  irit  of  Adoption,  whereby  we  cry  Abba 
Father.  Jte included  the*U{l  of  theje  Difcourfes,  with  a  Refietiiop  en  ' 
thefe  Words%  We  cry  Abba  father.  This  (fays  he  Page  360;  Col.  1 .) 
is  much  for  our  Comtori  ,  that  from  whomfoever  and  whatsoever 
Corner  in  the  World  Prayers  tome  up  to  him,  they  cannor  want 
Acceptance:  All  Languages,  all  Countries,  all  Places  are  fanfii- 
fied  by  Jclus  Cbrift,  that  vhofoever  calls  upon  the  Name  of  the 
Lord- from  the  End*  of  the  Earth  (hall  be  faved.  And  truly  it  is  a 
Iweet  Meditation  to  thin]  u  that  tromthe  Ends  of.thc  Earth,  the 
Cricjot  Souls  are  heard,  aid  that  the  End  is  as  near  Htavcn  as  the 
Middle,  and  a  WiJdcrnefs  \s  near  as  a  Paradife :  That  tho*  we  un- 
derftand  not  one;  another)  yet  we  have  one  loving  and  living  Fa< 
ther,  that  underftatods  all  oilr  Meanings;  and  fo  the  different  Lan- 
guages and  DialcAs  of  the  Members  of  this  Body  make  no  Con- 
fafion  itt  Heaven,  but  mce:  together  in  his  Heart  and  A&dioo, 
and  are  as  one  Perfume,  on<  tncenfe  fent  up  from  the  whole  Catbo- 
lick  Church,  which  is  here  battered  upon  the  Earth;  O  that  the 
Lord  would  perfwade  us  tc  try  this  Way  to  our  Father  in  aH  out 
Neccffitics.  Thus  having  contemplated  tba^Subjett  concerning  the 
Adoption  of  Children,  be  wai  taken  hence  to  the  Enjcftnentcf  the  fabe* 
ritance  refer ved  in  the  Heaiens  fof  them,  and  the*  Spirit  called  him  if 
Death,  as  the  Voice  did  J(|m  the  Divine,  Rcjr.  iv.  1.  -Come  up 
hither. 

Me  was  buried  in  the  Cburck-jard  of*  Govan,  where  Mr.  Patrick 
GiVclprtthen  Principal  of  the  Univerfieyof  Glafgow,  at  bis  own  ft* 
fmCbarges  (at,  Lam  *c**dMf  informed)  caufid  a  Monument  to' be  erec-  . 
ted  for  bimt  m  which  \btte  i*  toihts  Day  tbf  following  bfaiption  mr 
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'  Hie  situs  est  Magister  Hugo  Binningus  ; 

vl*  pletate,  facondia,  doctrina  clarus  ; 

Fhilologus,  Philosophus,  Theologus  Prjestans, 

fjukco  denique  evangelii  fidelis  et  eximlus  *, 

Qui  e  medio  rerum  cursu  sublatus 

Anno  iExATis  xxyi  Dom.  autem  1653. 
|.     "muxavit  patriam  jnon  societatem, 
'  eo  quod  vitus  cum*  deo  ambulavit, 
§      *et  si  quid  inquiras,  c  jeter  a  sileo  ; 

Cum  nec  tu  nec  Marmor  hoc  capiat. 

Be  left  behind  him  a  difconfoLte  Widow,  and  an  only  Son  called  Joho 
'after  the  Grandfather  t  to  whom  the  Grandfather  at  his  Death  had  left 
the  Efiate  of  Dalvennan $  bun  John  having  been  engaged  in  the  Injur* 
reShm  at  BothwcJ  Bridge,  Anno  1,679,  was  jorfeited%  and  continued 
iijpejfeffedefit,  till  the  Tear  1690,  whenly  the  iStb  AEl  of  Parliament 
ft  the  faid  Ttar>  the  Forfeitures  and  Fines  fafljtnce  the  Tear  166$,  to  the 
5tb  Day  if  November  1688,  kverc  refunded.  His  Widow  Was  after* 
wards  married  to  one  Mr.  James  Gordon,  a  Presbyterian  Minifier  for 
feme  lime  in  the  Kingdom  of  Irelknd.  She  lived  to  a  great  Age%  and  died 
in  the  Tear  1694  at  Paifley  in  t/k  Shire  of  Renfrew,  about  four  or  five 
Malts  from  Govan  ;  wbitb,  when  the  People  of  that  Parifi  heard,  the 
Jarmmrj  Memory  they  QtU had  of  ibeir  worthy  Paflor,  made  them  to  de* 
fire  %be  Friends  of  the  DefunSl,  n  allow  them  to  give  her  a  decent  and 
kemmrable  Burial  befide*  her  dictated  Husband,  undertaking  to  defray 
#Ji  tbe  Charges  of  the  Funerals  %  which  was  done  accordingly ;  and  to  this 
Daj  Mr.  Binning  is  mentioned  am  ong  them  with  a  particular  Veneration: 
He  wasjmte&edby  Mr.  David  Vetch,  who  Itkewife  died  young. 

Befere  1  conclude  this  Relation  ,  it  is  proper  J  give  fame  Account  of 
Us  Writings*  'the  Books  publtyt  t  at  different  Uimts  under  his  Name, 
tohkb  0re  contained  in  this  Volume,  'are  all  pofthumous ;  wherefore  it  will 
wet  he  ft  range,  if  the  Reader  /ball  neet  with  feme  Paffages  in  them  that  are 
left  ferfeB  and  complete^fince  he  did  not  intend  them  for  the  Prejs%and  that 
they  want  thefe  fimfbin%  Strokes,  which  fucb  a  mafterly  Pen  was  able  to 
give  tbem.  TbegbodEffettsJris  1  lifcourjes  bad  upon  the  Hearers,  and  the 
Importunity  of  many  judicious  i  nd  experienced  Cbriftians  to  have  them 
i&kfied*  that  thef  might  have  t  he  fame  Influence  on  fucb  as  fionld  read 
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them%  encowaged  fome  worthy  Mimflers  to  rev/fe  and  print  them  ;  and 
fince  thefe  Sermons  have  for  a  Jong  Time  had  the  Approbation  both  of 
learmd  Divines  and  ferious  Chriftinns%  they  need  not  any  Recommendation 
of  mine 

Ihe  firfl  of  his  Works  that  was  fritted,  k  imitated,  The  common 
Principle?  ot  cfu  G  uiftian  Religion,  ckacly  p  roved, aod  uoguUriy im- 
proved ;  or  a  practical  Catechi(m.wbcrciafameof  the  soft  concerning 
Foundations  of  our  Fajth  arc  {olidly  laid  down;,  tod  ibac  Eb&rine 
which  is  accord  ingtoGodlincfs  is  fwcctly^yet paogcatly4>reflid  home 
and  moll  fausfyingly  handled.  Mr.  WWirdfptakiogofthis  Performance,, 
fayst c  That  irutas  not  defined  for  the  Prefsythatit  contaiaedonly  Us  Notes 
"  upon  thefe  SubjtSs  he  preached  to  his  Flock,  and  which  he  wrote  (Ifuf* 
"  pofe  he  means  in  a  fair  Hand)  for  the  private  Ufe  and  Edification  of  a 
*'  Friend,  from  whom  he  had  them ;  and  when  put  into  bis  Hand  to  be 
€l  revifed,  fays,  He  did  not  fo  much-as alter  or  add  one  Word  ta  make  the 
4t  Sknfe  more  plain  full  or  emphaticat."  This  Book  is  an  excellent  £x- 
fofttion  of  the,  Wdtmmjftet  Cdtechifin,  fb  far  ao.it  goes*  vW  tathe 
twenty  firft  Qitefiiou,  WJio  is  the  Redeemer  of  Go<?s  Elcft?  Kb. 
Patrick  Gitleipic  writes  a  Preface  to  the  Rodder,  wherein  be  exprtfes  Us 
high  Opinion  of  it  in  the  fottoiving  Encomium.  "In  this  Book  Mr.  Bio* 
"fling  explains  many  of  the  fundamental  Artie ksqf  the Cbriftiam  fasti, 
"  0)0  had  he  livedto  have  perfe3ed  and  finifiedtUf^or^bi  bad  been  upon 
"  tUs  jingle  Account  famous  in  the.  Church  of  CbrifL"  The  AQenMyt 
Catecbrfm  has  %ad  many  Expojkitns  fa  ptosis  mdleamtd  Msmfhr^fame 
of  them  lj  way  of  Sermon,  and  others  by  way  of  Quefkon  and  Anfwer; 
but  this,  fofar  as  it  goes,  is  notihderior  to  ant v  A  learned  Layman,  Sit 
Matthew  Hates  CUefJufike  of  the  Kings  Bench,  the  Divine  of  the 
State  in  King  Charles  Ift.  Reign,  fudged  the  Agmtblfs  CatecUfin  to  be 
an  excellent  Compofure,  and  thought  it  not  below  Urn,  or  unworthy  efUt 
Pains  >  to  confider  it:  For  in  thefecond  \Part  of  bis  Contemplations  »oral 
and  divine,  we  have  his  mofl  inftru&ime  Meditations  upon  the  throe 
f# ft  Queftions :  Thefe  bad  been  the  Enfkytmntef  bk  boras  fact* ;  and 
it  is  a  Pity  he  did  not  go  on  to  the  other  Qutjlms.  7*fr  Shortnefrof  Mr* 
Binning'i  Life  hns  deprived  us  of  a  complete  Ceurjfe  of  nfefulcatebetkal 
fyfeourfc.  This  Book  was  fo  greatly  efieemedin  this  Country,  that  before 
the  Tear  171^  there  bad  been  no  left  than  five  Imprisons  cafi  off  the 
Prep  l  and  aU  tffife  being  fold  off^  nfixA  was  made  in  the  find  lear. 
As  they  were  much  valued:  at.  fxmt,  ft  they  were  highly  prized  ahead ; 
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end  at  am  Evidence  of  thit,  I  find  that  Mr.  Jimcs  Co k nun  Minifler 
*5!eyf  in  Flanders,  trahflated  them  into  the  Dutch  Language. 

In  the  Tear  KJ70,  another  pod  humous  Work  was  printed,  it  is  intituled 
The  Sinner's  Sau&uary,  being  forty  Sermons  upon  the  eight  Chapter 
of  the  Epi  Ale  to  the  Romans  from  the  fir  ft  Ver.  down  to  the  fixteetith.Zbe 
Pullij&ers  in  tbiir  Preface  acquaint  us,  that  they  were  incouraged  to  print  it9 
lecaufe  the  former  Treatife  was  umvtrjally  received  by  the  intelligent  and 
jndscious  in  the  Principles  of  the  Cfaiftian  Faith.  In  this  Book,  as  in  all 
las  other  Writings,  the  Readers  will  perceive  a  pure  Stream  of  Piety  and 
Learning  running  through  the  whole,  and  a  very  peculiar  Turn  of  Thought 9 
that  exceeds  the  common  Rate  of  Writers  on  this  Choice  Part  of  the  Hot) 
Scriptures*  Dr.  Horton,  Dr.  Man r or,  and  others  have  printed  a  great 
Number  of  ufeful  fraBical  Difcourfes;  but  fo  far  as  he  goes,  he  is  n* 
exceeded  by  any  of  them.. 

A  third  Treatife  was  printed  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  Tear  i6ji,  the 

Tale  of  it  is,  Fellowftip  with  God,  being  twenty  eight  Sermons  00 

the  fctftEpiftlc  of  3^11, Chap.  ift,andChap.ad,Verfcs  1,2,3    Inthk 

.Book-**  have  the  true  Ground  and  Foundation  of  attaining  the  fpiritual 

fay  of  entertaining  Felhwjbip  with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son,  and  the 

Uefiled Condition  of  fitch  as  attain  to  it,moft  (uccin&l)  anddiftinBly  explain-. 

a£  Tins  Book  was  rtvifod  and  fublijbed  by  one  A.  S<  who  in  his  Pre* 

face  to  the  Reader ',  ftiles  himfelf  his  Servant  in  the  Gefpel  of  our  deatefi 

lend  and  Saviour:    I  need  give  no  other  Commendation  of  it,  than  that 

fnmmary  Elogium  which  that  Minifler  has  left  us.    %%Jita  Word  fays  be, 

m€  here  art  to  be  found,  Comn&ions  for  Atbeifts,  piercing  Rebukes  to  the  /Vr- 

?  fane,  dear  In  fir  u£f ions  to  the  Ignorant,  Milk  to  the  Babes  in  Chrift3  ftrong 

"  Metal*  the  Strong  .Strength  to  theWeak^Quickmng  and  Reviving  for  futb 

€i  as  f  aim  in  the  Way,  Reftoratives  for  fuch  are  in  a  Decay   Reclamations 

M  and  loud  Ojeffts  after  Bacifliders  to  recaltbem,  BreafhofCvnlolation 

f  far  Zioti'i  Mourners ;  and  to  add  no  more,  here  are  moft  excellent  Counfeft 

"  emdDireSioni  to  ferious  Seekers  of  Felhwjbip  with  God,to  guide  them  in 

u  thmr  Wwfy  and  help  them  forward  to  the  Attainments  of  that  Fulnefe 

ea  JJoy.  which  is  to  be  had  in  Fdlowfbip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son." 

the  laS  Treatife  that  has  hen  printed  is,  His  Heart^umiliation. 

#c  Mifcellany  Sermons,  preached  upon  fome  choice  Tests  at  fcveral 

Jblemn  Oecafious.  Tbefe  likesrifewere  revifed  andpnblifljed  by  the  alova 

Jk.S.  in  the  Tear  Mr.  Kionifig  covfidering  the  great  Confwfione 

and  lamentable  Divifims  thatprevailtd  in  the  Church  in  bis  Day,  and 

tie  abwndint  Immorality  and  Frofanenefs  oftbt  Jy,  *w  deeply  weighted 
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therewith.  His  righteous  Seul  was  Jo  vexed  and  grieved  on  tbefe  Accounts, 
That  be  vented  bis  Mind  in  a  moft  patbetick  and  moving  Manner^  when 
the  Days  ofpublick  Humiliation  and  Facing  were  objerved-  With  rejpe& 
to  the  many  Falls  then  appointed,  and  the  few  good  Ejfefts  they  bad,  be 
fays  in  bis  Sermon  on  I(a.  Ixiv.  7.  "  There  is  nonet  bat  calletb  upon  thy 
"  Name,  twt ftirretb  up  bimfelfto  take  bold  on  tbee,  Page  623,  Col.  2. 
The  fading  Days  of  Scotland  will  be  numbred  in  the  Roll  of  great  eft 
Provocations,  becaufe  there  is  do  real  Convi&ion  of  Sin  among  us  j 
Cuftom  now  hath  taken  away  the  Solemnity,  and  there  remaineth 
nothing  but  the  very  Name.  And  in  the  fame  Sermon^  Page  634, 
Col.  1.  Doth  any  of  you  pray  more  in  private  than  ye  wed?  Or 
what  Edge  is  upon  your  Prayers  ?  Alas  the  Lord  will  vet  vget  good 
JUave  to  £0  from  u?.  It  feareth  me  we  would  give  Cbrift  a  Tefti- 
monial  to  go  over  Seas.  Hold  him,  Jiold  him*,  nay  the  Multitude 
would  be  gladly  quite  of  him,  they  cannot  abide  his  Yoke,  his 
Work  is  a  Burden,  his  Word  is  a  Torment,  bis  Difcipline  is  Bands 
and  Cords,  and  what  Heart  can  ye  have  to  keep  thrift  /  What 
Violence  can  ye  offer  vto  (Thrift  to  hold  him  ftill?  All  your 
Entreaties  may  be  fair  Compliments,  but  they  would  never  rent  hi* 
-garment.  There  are  ftillfeveral  Mannfcripts  of  Mr.  Binning  careful, 
kpreferved,  which  are  in  nothing  inferior  to  any  of  hit  printed  Works. 
There  is  a  valuable  Treatife  upon  Chriftian  Lovev  confijting  of  feverdl 
Sheets,  writ  in  a  very  fmall  Char  after  %  it  is  divided  into  Chapters,  and 
feveral  Sermons  to  the  Number  of  upon  very  edifying 

Sub} efts  vfeful  and  profitable  feat  our  Times,  which  aredefgnedto  be 
printed  in  a  ft  par  ate  Volume*  which  every  Body  may  eafily  dif cover  from 
the  Stile  and  Geniovs  of  the  Author  to  be  bis  genuine  Writings  -.  His  Man- 
xer  of  thinking  and  writing  being  a  Taleht  fi  peculiar .  to  bimfrlf^  that 
itjearcely  can  be  imitated  by  any  other  Perfon< 

Had  itpkafed  the  Almighty  to  have  fpared  fo  valuable  a  Life  for 
fame  Time. longer  *  be  would  have  vindicated  Divinity  from  the  many 
fruitleft  Questions,  unintelligible  Ttirm*s  empty  Ntohki,  and  pervlexed 
Sub ti lilies y  wherewith  it  had  been  corrupted  for  a  long  Time  by  the 
Schoolmen;  as  be  was  excellently  fitted  for  this,  fo  it  was  much  upon  bis 
heart  to  have  reduced  Divinity  to  that  native  Simplicity  which  had  been 
loft .  in  moft  parts  of  the  World.  A  good  Speeimenof  bis  -Ability  tbh 
Way.,  be  bath  given  us  in  bis  Catecbifin  *  andfo,  thd*  be  lived  but  afbort 
Time*  yet  lived  long,  enough  to  raifi  tbegrcateft  Expectation,  tuat  hath 
.kmfoovnQf  any,  of  bis  Sending.     - 
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Mr.  M*  Ward  ajfures  usf  lhatif  Dr.  Strang's  Dtftates  dc  vo.untatc 
Dei  circa  peccata  had  been  publijbed  before  Mr.  Binning'/  Death,  Mr. 
Sinning  had  an  Eximcn  of  them  readj  for  the  Prefs;  but  this  Trea* 
fare,  to  the  great  Lofs  of  the  learned  World  cannot  now  be  found.  As  for 
its   Pbikfopbical   Writings  which  he  taught  ii:  the  Uxiverjtry,  I  am  affuved 

wtbst  bis  Courfe  of  Philofophy  is  in  the  Hands  of  a  learned  Gtntlemcn  in 

P  this  Qitjy  who  gives  them  a  hifjb  Commendation. 

There  is  a  Book  published  under  his  Name  in  Quarto,  confifling  of 
fifty  one  Pages,  with  this  *title%  An  ufetul  Laic  of  Conlcicnce,  learnedly 
and  accurately  difcutfed  andrcfolved  concerning  Aflbciiciomand  Con* 
feJcracics,  wnthldolacerf,  Infidels,  Herctick*,  Militants,  or  any  oth-r 
known  Enemies  of  Truth  and  Godlinefs .-  But  it  isver^much  queflioned 
Vy  the  mofl  intelligent \  if  that  Book  was  really  Mr.  Binning'/.  The  Pub- 
Ujbtr  does  indeed  put  Mr.  Binning'/  Name  to  the  7itle  Page,  but  con- 
ceals bis  owih  ani  brings,  no  Manner  ol  Voucher,  /bowing  that  Mr.  Bin- 
ning was  the  Author,  but  fends  it  abroad  into  the  World  in  a  cltndefttne 
Manner  ,  neither  the  Name  of  the  Printer,  nor  of  the  Place  where  it  was 
printed  is  mentioned  in  the  Title  Page.  It  is  printed  in  the  Tear  1693, 
voben  the  fir  ft  General  Affembly  of  this  Church  after  the  Revolution,  which 
confiftedof  b.th  pubbek  KefolutionerS  and  Protettors  had  agfeedto  bury 
forever  all  their  Differences  about  the  pubtick  Rifolutions,  concerning  the 
QueHiouof  employing  Malignant  s  in  the  Army  that  was  rat  fed  againft 
the  Kingdom  of  England.  It  feems  that  be  dreaded  the  Frowns  and C en- 
fure  of  tbofe  worthy  and  faithful  Mimfters  ofjefus  Chrifl,  who  had  been 
a  long  Time  in  the  Fire  of  Persecution.  But  if  we  further  conjider,  That 
our  late  fUrious  Deliverer  King  William,  was  in  the  Tear  1693  engaged 
in  a  dqtufive  War  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  King  of 
Spniot  againft  Louis  XIV.  the  bloody  ^tyrant  of  France  and  Terror 
of  Evttopc9  who  aimed  at  the  univerfal  Monarchy  thereof \  and  to  over* 
turn  tie  bdppr  Revolution,  the  blejfed  Benefits  of  which  we  have  enjoytd  ■ 
ever  fince,    *  is  evident  t  That  the  Publisher  was  afraid  of  the  Refent- 

S  of  the  civil  Power s9  efpecially  when  the  fpteadirig  of  that  Pamphlet 
have  an  unhappy  Tendency  to  alienate  the  Affeftions  of  hh  Sub- 
when  be  was   carrying   on  that  jufl  and  neceffary  War  for  the  • 
iPftfervation  of~  our  relighus  and  avil  Liberties ,  to  which  we  had  been 
HtUtefy  refforedi  nay  it  is  faid,  that  when  this  Pamphlet  was  fpre.id- 
mtbe  Army  in  Flanders,  it  was  like  to  have  a  bad  Influence  on  the 
'  t$r  wfifcfi  made  King  William  to  take  an  effectual  Method  tefup* 

tuft 


immtl 


oxu* 


The  Life  of  the  Author. 


prtfs  it.  Further,  Mr.  Binnmg  died  in  the  Tear  1 ($53,  and  this  Pamphlet 
was  not  publifhed  till  the  Tear  I6£j  ;  fo  that  for  the  Space  of  forty  Teari 
it  "Ms  never  heard  of,  nor  made  publick  by  any  of  the  Proteflors  them* 
f elves  in  that  Period \  which  would  not  have  hen  neglefted,  had  they  known 
that  Aljf.  Binning  was  the  Autlm ojjt.  AndhtUy,  Mr.  Binning  was 
of  apacifick  Temper  %  and  his  Sentiments  with  refpeft  to  publick  Differ* 
ences  were  healing,  which  are  evident  from  *Be  Accounts  already  given  of  bit 
printed  Books.  And  to  (hew  that  he  was  a  Promoter  of  brotherly  Love,  and 
of  the -Peace  of  the  Churchy  IJballftt  down  a  few  Paffages  taken  from  hit 
Treatife  of  Chriflian  Love,  which  are  ai  bright  andjlrongfor  recemmeu* 
ding  the  fame ,  as  any  that  1  have  met  with  in  the  Writings  of  any  of  our 
Divines  t  fo  that  I  cant  allow  my  felf  to  think  be  could  be  the  Author 
thereof.  In  Chapter  2d  of  that  Treatife,  fje  fays,  "STbere  is  a  greater  Mo* 
"  went  andWetgktof '  Chrifliauity  in  Charity,  than  in  the  moft  P art  *f  theft 
"  Things  J  or  wbichCbrifiians  bite  and  devour  one  another:  It  is  the  funda* 
"  mental  Law  of  the  Gofpel,  to  which  allpofitive  Precepts  and  Ordinances 
"  fbould  ftoup.  Unity  in  Judgment  is  very  needful  for  the  WeWheing  of 
"  Chriftians ;  hut  Cbrift's  Utfi  Words  perfwade  this,  that  Unity  in  AffeHiom 
<(  is  more  effential  and  fundamental :  This  is  the  Badge  be  left  to  bis  Difcipler. 
*'  If  we  caft  away  this  upon  every  different  Apprehenfton  of  Mind,  we  dif* 
"  own  our  Mafiert  and  dtf claim  bis  token  and  Badge."  He  goes  on  in  the 
fame  Strain  in  the  following  Paragraph;  *2%e  Apo/llePiriputs  a  high 
"  Note  and  Commendation  upon  Cbaritj%when  he  Stiles  hthe  Bond  of  Per- 
"  Icdion.  Above  all  Things,  fays  be,  put  on  Charity,  whrcb  is  the 
"  Bond  of  Pcrfednefs,  Col  Hi.  14*  I  am  fur e  it  hath  not  fo  high  a  Place 
"  in  the  Minds  and  PraQices  of  Chriftians  now,  as  it  hath  in  the  Rolls  of 
**  the  Parts  and  Members  of  the  new  Man  here  Jet  down  r  Here  it  is  above 
"  all,  with  us  'us  below  all9  even  below  every  Apprehenfton  of. doubtful 
u  truths.  An  Agreement  in  the  Conception  oi  any  poor  petty  controversial 
cc  Matter  of  the  Times %  is  made  the  Badge  of  Cbrijtianityi  and  fet  in  an 
"  eminent  Place  above  all  And  in  the  fame  Chapter,  be  adds,  2%is  it  the 
"  Sum  of  aU^to  vwjbip  God  in  Faith  and  Pnrity9andto  love  one  anotke+i 
"  and  wbatfoever  Debates  and  Queftiens  tend  to  the  Breach  of  this  mnd% 
"  and  have  no  eminent  and  remarkable  Advantage  in  them,  fuppofe  they 
4C  be  conceived  to  be  about  Matters  ofCoufcieuee,  Jet  the  intirtaining  and 
u  profecuting  of  them  to  the  Prejudice  oft  his,  itamanifef!  Violence  offered 
**  to  the  Law  of  God,  which  irtbe  Rule  of  Confcieuce.  It  is  ^perverting  of 
*  Scripture  and  ConfcUnet  to  a  wwg  End.   Jfaj  tbmh .  that  Charity  and 
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Y Qmfiian  Lave  Jbould  be  the  Moderatrixofallour  Adiorts  towards  Menv- 

yfrom  thence  tbeyjhould  proceed,  and  according  to  this  Rule  be  formed. 

rlam  per/waded  iftbhRule  were  followed^  the  prefent  Differences  in 

yjsdgment  of godly  Men ,  about  Jucb  Matter i  as  minifter  more  QueS#answ. 

ywmldfoon  bb  buried  in  the  GulfofCbriftian  AffeSion:'  IfhAl  mention 

ety  another  in  the  lame  Chapter,  '  Is  not  Charity  more  excellent  than 

r  the  Knowledge  and  Acknowledgement  of  fome  prefentquefiionable  Matters 

mAout  Government ,  Treaties^  andfucb  like,  and  far  more  than  every 

rhnSilio  of  them  ?  But  the  Apo/Ile  goes  higher,.  Juppofe  a  Man  could 

*  fiend  all  bis  Sub  fiance  vppn  the  Maintenance  of  fuel  an  Opinion,  and 

*gfoe  bis  Life  for  the  ^Defence  of  it,  tbo9  in  itfelj  it  be  commendable :  Tetr 

\*j[bc  want  Charity  and  Love  to  bis  Brethren  *  if  be  over  fir  etch  that 

•Brint  of  Conscience  to  the  Breach  of  Cbrijlian  AffeBion,  and  Duties  foh 

I «  hiring  from  if,  it  profits  bim  nothing ;  then  certainly  Charity  mnft  rule 

I  mmr  external  A3iensi  and  have  the  predominant  Hand  in  the  Ufe  of  alt 

!  *<7#t*,  fni  **  tbeyentiug  of  all  Opinions"    And  now  having  given  a 

'  pM  Char  offer  of  this  eminent  Minifler  of  the  Go/pel,  a  true  Account  of 

tot  Lift%  and  feme  flight  Remarks  upon  bis  Writings  $  /  Jhall  no  longer 

JetosM  the  Reader  from  the  Perufal of  tbefeTreatife*  that  are  contained* 

he- this  Volume,  from  which  you  will  know  more  of  Mr.  Binning,  than 

horn  all  that  1  and  others  have  f aid  in  his  juft  Prai/e.    I  Jhall  now 

emtmie,  by  acquainting  the  Purchasers  and  Readers  of  this  Volume,  that 

I  am  allowed  by  the  Publijbers  to  ajfure  them,  that  the  reft  of  bis  praSi- 

sal  Mannfcripts  are  a  reviftngfor  the  Prefs  *  and  that  witi  all  Expedition 

ibey  Jhall  be  printed,  from  which  I  am  hopeful  they  Jhall  receive  as  greft 

&thfa3$on7  as  from  any  of  bis  Pieces  already  publijjted. 


THE 


I 


(I) 


The  Common  Principles  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion  clearly  proved,  and  Angu- 
larly improved  :  or,  a  pradlical  Ca* 
tech  if  m,  <rc 


Of  the  chief  End  of  Man. 

torn.  ii.  36*  Of  Him,  and  through  Mm,  and  fir  Him,  are  all  thirds  ?  9V 
icfcora  be  Glory  fir  ever.  And  1  Cor.  x.  13.  HPbatfievcr  jedo,  do  alt  to  the 
GUnyofGod. 


LL  that   Men  bare   to 
know,  may  be  comprised 
under  thefe  two  Heads, 
what  tbeir  End  is,  and 
what  is  theright  Way  to 
attain  to  that  End :  And 
aU  tint  we  hare  to  do,  is,  by  any  Means 
to  (eek  to  compos  that  End,    Thefe  are 
the  two  cardinal  Points  of  a  Man's  Know- 
ledge »d  Exercife ;  Quo,  &qua  eundum 
eft,  &Toifter  to  go,  and  what  way  to  go. 
If  there  be  a  Miftake  in  any  of  thefe  Fun- 
damentals, all  is  wrong.    All  Arts  and 
Sotaces  hare  their  Principles  and  Grounds, 
mat  muftbe  fftfiippofcd  to  all  folid  Know- 
ledge and  right  Fraftice ;  fo  hath  the  true 
Religion    fome    fundamental   Principles, 
which  muft  be  laid  to  Heart,  and  imprint- 
ed into  the  Soul,  or  there  can  be  no  Su- 
perftrufture  of  true   and  laving  Know- 
ledge i  and  no  Praftke  in  Chrifiianity  that 
cam  lead  to  a  bleffed  End.    But  as  the 
Principles  are  not  many,  but  a  t$w  com- 
moa  and  eatte  Grounds,  from  which  all 


the  Condufions  of  Art  are  reduced;  fo 
the  Principles  of  true  Religion  are  few, 
and  plain.  They  need  neither  burden 
your  Memory,  nor  confound  your  Un* 
derAanding ;  that  which  may  fore  you  is 
nedr  Hand,  fays  the  Apoftle,  Rom.  x.< 
in  thy  Mouth :  It  is  neither  too  ftr  above : 
us,  nor  too  far  below  us.  But  alas ! 
Your  not  confidering  of  thofe  common, 
and  few  and  eafie  Grounds,  makes  them 
both  burdenfome  to  the  Memory,  and 
dark  to  the  Understanding.  As  there  is 
nothing  to  eafy,  but  it  becomes  difficult, 
if  you  do  it  againft  your  Will,  nihil  eft 
tarn  facile,  quin  difficile  fiat,  Ji  irmtus 
feceris  :  So  there  is  nothing  fo  plain,  Co 
common,  bui  it  becomes  dark  and  hard, 
if  you  do  not  indeed  confider  it,  and  lay 
it  to  Heart, 

That  which  is  in  the  firft  Place  to  be 
confidered,  is,  our  End.  As  in  all  other 
Arts,  and  every  petty  Bufmefi,  it  hath  the 
firft  Place  of  Confideration,  fo  efpecially 
in  the  ClBRian  Religion,  It  is  the  firft 
A  Cwfc 
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Caufeofall  humane  A&ions,  and  thefirft 
Principle  of  all  deliberate  Motions.  Ex- 
cept you  would  walk  at  random,  not 
knowing  whither  you  go,  or  what  you 
do,  you  muft  once  eftablifti  this  and  fix 
it  in  your  Intention,  what  is  the  great  End 
and  Purpofe  wherefore  I  am  created,  and 
fern  into  the  World?  If  this  be  not  either 
questioned,  or  not  rightly  conftitutod; 
yftu  cannot  but  fpend  your  Time,  F'el 
nihil  agendo,  vel  aliud  agendo,  vel  male 
agendo,  you  muft  either  do  nothing,  or 
nothing  to  Purpofe,  or,  that  which  is- 
Worfe,  that  which  will  undo  you.  It  is 
certainly  the  wrong  eftabliftring  of  this 
ene  Thing,  that  makes  the  mod  Part  of 
our  Motions,  either  altogether  irregular, 
or  unprofitable,  or  deftruftive  and  hurt- 
ful: Therefore,  as  this  Point  hath  the 
fail  Place  in  your  Catechifm,  lb  it  ought 
to  be  firft  of  all  laid  to  Heart,  and  pon- 
dered as  the  one  neceflary  Thing.  One 
thing  is  needful*  6ys  Chrift.  JLuk.  x. 
4a.  And  ftf  any  thing  be  in  a  fuperlarive 
Degree  needful,  this  is  it.  O  that  you 
would  chufe  to  confider  it,  as  the  Neceffity 
and  Weight  bfh  requires. 

We  have  read  two  Scripture^  which 
fpeak  to  the  ultimate  and  chief  End  of 
Man,  which  is  the  glorifying  of  God  by 
all  our  Aftions,  and  Words,  and  Thoughts. 
In  which  we  have  thefe  Things  of  Impor- 
tance :  i .  That  God's  Glory  is  the  End  of 
our  Being,  a.  That  God's.  Glory  Aiould 
be  the  End  of  our  Doing.  And  3.  The 
Ground  of  both  thefe,  becaufe  both  Being 
and  Doing  ire  from  Him,  therefore  they 
ought  to  be  both  ./or  Him.  He  is  the 
firft  Caufe  of  both,  and  therefore  he  ought 
to  be  the  laft  End  of  b»th.  Of  him,  and 
through  him,  are  all  things,  and  therefore 
all  Things  are  alfofor  Him,  and  there- 
fore all  Things  jbould  be  done  to 
Him.  % 


G<xl  is  independent  altogether,  andfelfr 
fufficient :  This  is  his  royal  Prerogative, 
wherein  he  infinitely  tranfcends  all  created 
I\rfeftion:  He  is  of  himfelf,  and  for 
himfelf,  from  no  other,  and  for  no  other. 
l>itt  of  him,  and  for  him  are  all  Things'.' 
He  is  the  Fountain-Head  ;  you  ought 
to  follow  the  Streams  up  to  it,  and  then 
to  reft :  For  you  can  go  no  farther.  But 
the  Creature,  even  the  moft  perfeft  Work 
belides  God,  it  hath  tlftfe  two  Ingredients 
of  Limitation  and  Imperfeftion  in  its 
Bofom  :  It  is  Horn  another,  and  for  a* 
notber.  It  hath  its  Rife  out  of  the  Foun- 
tain of  God's  immenie  Power  and  Good- 
nefi,  and  it  muft  run  towards  that  againa 
till  h  empty  all  it*  Faculties  and  Excel* 
Jencies,  into  that  fame  Sea  of  Goodnefc, 
Dependence  is  the  proper  Notion  of  a 
created  Being:  Dependence  upon  that 
infinite  independent  Being,  as  the  firft 
immediate  Caufe,  and  the  Jaft  immediate 
End  :  You  fee  then,  that  this  Principle  is 
engraven  in  the  very  Nature  of  Man.  It 
is  as  certain  and  evident,  that  Man  is  made 
for  God's  Glory,  and  for  no  other  find,- 
as  that  he  is  from  God's  Power,  and  from 
no  other  Caufe  r  Except  Men  did  violent 
their  own  Confcience,  and  put  out  their 
own  Eyes,  as  the  Gentiles  did,  Rom.  i. 
19.  &c.  That  which  might  be  known  of* 
Mans  chief  End,  is  maniffft  in  them$  Jo 
that  all  Mm  are  without  Excufr.  •  As 
God  his  Being  is  independent,  fo  that  he 
cannot  be  exprefled  by  any  Name,  more 
fuitablethan  fuch  as  he  takes  to  himfelf,  /  am 
that  I  am  :  Importing  a  boundlefi,  ineffable, 
ablblute,  and  tranfeendent  Being,  befide 
which,  no  Creature  defeiresib  much  as  to 
have  the  Name  of  Being,  or  to  be  made 
Mention  of  in  one  Day  wiifl  his  Name ; 
becaufe  his  glorious  Light  makes  the  poor 
derived  §hadow  of  light  in  other  Cre» 
lure*  to  difippeac,  and  to  cvaniOi  our  of 

the. 


of  Mans  Being. 


the  World  of  Beings:  So  it  is  the  glori- 
ous Perfection  of  his  Nature,  that  he  doth 
alt  Things  for  himfelf.  for  his  own  Name, 
Pm.  xiv.  4.  and  his  Glory  is  as  dear  to 
fcm,  as  himfelf,  //*•  ilfi.  8.  lam  the  Lord, 
that  if   my   Name,  and  therefore    my 
Glory     wr//  /   give    to    no  other,   and 
xlviii-   1 1  -  This  is  no  Ambition.     Indeed, 
far  a  Man  to.feek   his  own  Glory,  or 
fearcb  into  it,  is  no  Glory,  Prov.  xxv. 
27.  but  rather  a  Man's  Shame :  Selffeek- 
iag  in  Creatures,  is  a  monftrous  and  in- 
congruous Thing ;  it  is  as  abfurd,  and  unbe- 
fceming  a  Creature,  to  leek  its  own  Glory, 
a  to  attribute  to  ir  felf  its  own  Being. 
Shall  the  Thing  formed,  fay  to  the  Potter, 
fbour  bafi  not  made  me  ?  That  were  ridi- 
culous :  And  (hall  the  Thing  formed  fay j 
*3l  j  made  fir  it/elf?  That  were  as  ridicul- 
ous.   Setfdenial  is    the    Ornament  and1 
Bauty  of  a  Creature,  and  therefore  Hu- 
mility is   an   Ornament  and   Ctoathing, 
1  Pet.  v-  j.  And  Honour  upholds  the 
humble  ffi  Spirit,  Prov.  xxix.   23.  But 
•God's  Setf-fcelcing,  and  feeking  of  Us  own 
Glory,  is  his  eminent  Excellency :   It  is 
indeed  his  Glory,  becaufe  he  is,  and  there 
b  noee  elfe,  there  is  nothing  befide  Him, 
but  that  which  hath  iflued  forth  from  his 
incomprebenfible  Fjilnefi:  Ami  therefore 
icirallthe  Reafon  of  the  World,  that  as 
be  is  the  Bepwwig,  fo  he  ftiould  be  the 
End  of  all  lyings,  Rev.  i.  8.  And  there 
b  the  more  Reafon  of  it,  that  his  Map- 
fly's   feeking  of  his  own   Glory,  i+  not 
prejudicial  to  the  Creature's  Good*but  the 
Tcry  Communication  of  his  Fukte&goes 
along  with  it:   So  that  in  glorifying  Him- 
felf, he  b  moft    beneficial  tc^his  own. 
Creatures.     Poor  Creatures,  iigligqu  at 
Home,  yet  are  proud  of  nothing  and  en- 
deavour in  peeking  of  themfetves,  to  4n- 
gro&  all  Perfections  into  their  own~Bo- 
Joan  j   Ambition,  and  Vain-glory,  robs 


and  Spoils"  others  Excellencies,  to  doatb  it 
felf  withal;  and  then  boafts  it  felf  in  thefe 
borrowed  Feathers.  But  our  blefled  Lord 
is  then  doing  mod  for  our  Advantage, 
when  he  does  all  for  his  own  Glory  ; 
He  needs  not  go  abroad  to  feek  Perfecti- 
on, but  to  maniteft  what  he  is  in  Him* 
felf:  He  communicates  of  Himfelf  to  us* 
O  blefled  Self  feeking,  that  gave  us  a  Being 
and  Well-being,  that  makes  no  Advan- 
tage by  it,  but  gives  Advantage.  He 
hath  the  Honour  of  all,  but  we  have  the 
Profit  of  all. 

All  things  are  of  Him,  and  for 
Him  'y  but  Man  in  a  peculiar  and  proper 
Way.     As  God  in  making  of  Man,  he  was 
pleafed  of  his  Goodneis,  to  ftamp  him 
with  a  Character  of  his  own  Image,  and 
in  this  he  puts  a  Difference  between  Man 
and  other  Creatures;  that  he  ftiould  have 
more  plain  and  diffinft   Engravings  of 
Divine  Majefty  upon  him,  which  might 
(hew  the  Glory  of  the  Work-man :  So 
it  appears  that  he  is  in  a  lingular  Way  made 
for  God,  as  his  laft  End.    As  he  is  fet 
nearer  God,  as  the  Beginning  and  Caufe 
than  other  Creatures ;  fo  he  is  placed  near- 
er God  as  the  End.    All.  Creatures  are 
made  ultimo,    laftly  for  God,  yet  they 
are  all  made  proxime,  nextly  for  Man: 
Therefore   David  fails  out  a  wondring, 
O  Lord  what  is  Man  that  thou  magm* 
peftbim,  and  baft  given  him  Dominion*- 
ver  the  JVorks  of  thy  Hands,  and  put 
all.  things  under  bis  Feetx   Pfal.  viii. 
6.    The  Creature  comes  out  in  a  direft 
Line  from  God,  as  die  Beams  from  the 
Body  of  the  Sun,  and  it  is  directed  to- 
wards the  Ufe  and  Service  of  Mankind, 
from  whom  all  the  Excellency  and  Per* 
feftion  that  is  in  it  ftioukJ  refleft  towards 
God  again.    Man  is  both  proxime   Q* 
ultimo  for  God.    We  are  to  return  im- 
mediately to  the  Fountain  of  our  Being ; 
A  2  and 
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*nd  thus  our  Happinefs  and  Well-being  is 
perpetuated.  There  is  nothing  Internett- 
ing between  God  and  us,  that  our  Ufe 
.and  Service  and  Honour  ftioukJ  be  direct- 
ed towards :  But  all  the  Songs  and  Per- 
fections of  the  Creature,  that  are  among 
the  reft  of  the  Creatures,  meet  all  in  Man 
as  their  Centre,  for  this  Purpofe,  that  he 
may  return  with  them  all  to  the  glorious 
Fountain  from  whence  they  Kfiied :  Thus 
we  ftand  next  God,  and  in  the  middle 
between  God  and  other  Creatures.  This, 
I  fay,  was  the  Condition  of  our  Creation ; 
we  had  our  Being  immediately  from  God, 
as  the  Beginning  of  all,  and  We  were  to 
have  our  Happinefs  and  Well-being  by  re- 
sulting immediately  to  God  as  the  End  of, 
alL  But  Sin  coming  in  between  God  and 
us,  hath  difplaced  us,  fo  that  we  cannot 
now  ftand  next  God,  without  the  Inter- 
vention of  a  Mediator,  and  we  cannot 
ftand  between  God  and  Creatures,  to  of- 
fer up  their  Praifes  to  him ;  but  there  is 
one  Mediator  between  God  and  Man, 
that  offers  up  both'  Mans  Praifes  and  the 
Creatures  Songs  which  meet  in  Man* 

Now  (being  God  hath  made  all  Things 
for  himfelf,  and  efpecially  Man  for  his 
own  Glory,  that  he  may  (hew  forth  in 
itm  the  Gldry  and  Excellency  of  his  Power. 
Goodnefs,  Holinefi,  Juftice,  and  Mercy  : 
It  is  not  only  moft  rezfonable  that  Man 
Jbould  do  all  Things  that  he  dosh  to  the 
Glory  of  God,  but  it  is  even  the  Beauty 
and  Perfection  of  a  Man,  the  greateft 
Acceifion  that  can  bs  to  his  Being,  to  glo- 
rify God  by  that  Being.  We  are  not 
our  own,  therefore  we  ought  not  to  live 
so  our  felves*  but  to  God  whole  we  are. 
Sutyounw  ***»  What  is  it  toglflKfy 
God*  Doth  our  Goodneft  eiteud  to  him  t 
Or,  is  it  an  Advantage  to  the-  Almighty, 
Aat  we  are  righteous?  No  indeed :  And 
Acrein  if  the  rdft  XKftrtoce  between 


|  Gods  gloriffing  of  us,  and  fanftifying  of 
us,  and  our  glorifying  and  fcntfifying  of 
him  :  God  colli  7'biftgf  that  are  not, 
and  makes  them  to  be ;  but  we  can  do 
no  more,  but  call   things  that  are,    and 
ihat  far  below  what  they  are.     God's  glo- 
rifying is  creative,  ours  only  declarative. 
He  makes  us  fuch,  we  do  no  more  but  de- 
clare him  to  be  fuchr  This  then  is  the 
proper  Work  that  Man  is  created*  for,  to 
be  a  Witnefi  of  God's  Glory,  and  to  give 
Tertimony  to  the  Appearances,  and  Out- 
breakings  of  It,  ift  the  Ways  of  Power, 
and  Juftice,  and  Mercy,  ^n6  Truth.     O- 
ther  Creatures  are  calied  to  glorify  God, 
but  it  is  rather  a  Proclamation  to  dull  and 
(enTelefs  Men,  and  a  Provocation  of  them 
to  their   Duty.    As  Chrift .laid  to  the 
Hiarlfees,  If  tbeje  Children  bold  their 
Peace k  the  Stones  tmdi  cry  wt:  S6 
may  the  Lord  turn  himfelf  from  ftupid 
and  fenfclefe  Man,   to   the  Stones,  and 
Woods,  and  Seas,  and  Sun,  and  Moon, 
and  exhort  them  to  Mans  Duty,   the 
more  to  provoke  and  Air  up  our  Dttlnel^* 
and  to   mike    lis  'confider,  that  it  is'  a 
greater  Wonder,  that  Man  whom*  God 
hath  made  fo  glorious,  can  fo  little  ex- 
prefs  God's    Glory;  than    if  ftupid  and 
fenfefefs  Creatures  fhouM  break  out  in  ting- 
ing, and  prailing  of  his  Majefty.    'The 
Creatures  are  the  Books  wherein  the  Lines 
of  the  Song  of  God's  Praifes  are  written, 
and  Man  is  made  a  Creature  capable  to 
readthem,  and  to  tune  that  Song.    They 
are  appointed  to  bring  in  Brick  to  our 
Hafkt*  <*arKJ  God   has  faihbned  us  for 
this  Imployment,  to  njake  fuch  a  Building 
of  it :  '1ft  art  the  Mouth  of  the  Creation, 
but  eYeOod  want  Praifes  when  our  Mouth 
is  dtonW-.and  our  Ears  deaf,  (Sod  will  o- 
pen  the  Mouths  of  Afles,  of  Babes  and 
Sucklings,   and  in  them  perfeA  Praifes, 
Pfal.  viii.  i,  a.  Efittetus  laid  weO,  Si 

Zitfcinis, 
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Lafcinia  effcm.    canerem  ut  Lujcinia  ; 
cm  autem  bomo  Jim,  quid  ogam  *  Laur 
Who  £>ewn,  nee  unquam  cejjabo.    If 
I  were  a  Lark,.  I  would  fiog  a*  a  Lark; 
but  feeing  1  am  a  Man,  what  fhouki  I  da. 
bat  praife  God  without  ceafing  ?  It  is  as 
proper  to   us  to  praife  God.  as  for  a  Bird 
d  chaunt:    AH    Beafts   have  their  own 
Soucds,  and  Voices  peculiar  to  their  own 
Nature  ;    this  is  the  natural  Sound  of  a 
Man.     Now  as  you  would  think  ft  raonf- 
ircus  to  hear  a  melodious  Bird  croping 
ss  a  Raven  •  to  it  is  no  left  monfirous 
and  degenerate,  to  hear  the  molt  Part  of 
the  Difcourfes  of  Men,  favouring  nothing 
of  God.     If  we  had  known  that  innocent 
Eftaie  of  Man,  O  how  would  we  think 
be  hid  fatten  from  Heaven !  We  would 
imagine  Aat  we  were  thruft  down  from 
Heaven,  where   we    heard  the  nielodi- 
ous  Soap  of  Angels,  into  Hell,  to  hear 
the  Howling*  of  damned  Spirits.    This 
then   is  tiiat  we  are  bound  unto,  by  the 
Jhadofcmr  Creation;  this  is  our  proper 
Office,  and  Station  God  once  fet  us  into. 
when  be  afligned  every  Creature  its  own 
\3b  and  Exercife  :  This  was  our  Portion 
(  and  O  cfae  nobleflof  all,  becaufe  neareft 
the  Sing's  own  Peribn  )  to  acknowledge 
in  out  Hearts  inwardly,  and  to  exprefs  in 
our  Words  and  Aftions  outwardly*  what  a 
one  he  is,  according  as  he  hath  revealed 
hixnieUf  in  hisWord,  and  Works :  'Tis  great 
Honour  to  a  Creature  to  have  the  meanell 
Employment  in  the  Court  of  this-  great 
King.     But,  O  what  is  it  to  be  fet  over 
all  the  King's  Houfe,  and  over  ail  his  King- 
dam  ?  But  then  what  is  that,  ia  refpeftof 
this,,  to  ±*  next  to  the  King,  to  wait  on 
his  own  Fet&Q  (fp  to  (peak  : )  There-" 
fijre  the  godly  Man  ia  defcribed,  as  a  wait- 
ing Maid,  or  Servant,  ffal.   csdii.    2. 
Well  then,  without  more  Difcourie  upon 
it.  without  mwioplyiPt  of  it  into  particular. 


Branches,  To  glorify  God./V  in  our  Souls 
to  conceive  of  bim,  and  meditate  on  kit 
Narhe,  till  tbey  recehe  the  Imprejfiom 
and  Stamp  of  all  the  Letters  of  bis  glo- 
rious Name ;  and  tben  to  exprefs  this 
in  our  Wurds  and  ^iiiions,  in  com- 
mending  of  bim9  and  obeying  of  bim. 
Our  Soul  (hould  be  as  Wax  to  esprefs  tKe 
Seal  of  his  glorious  Attributes  of  Juftice, 
Power,  Goodnels,  Holineis,  and  Mercy  :■ 
And  as  the  Water  that  receives  the  Beams 
of  the  Sun,  reflefts  them  back  again,  fo 
ihould  our  Spirits  receive  the  fweet  warm* 
ing  Beams  of  his  Love  and  glorious  Ex- 
cellency, and  then  reiieft  them  towards 
his  Majefty,  with  the  Del  ires  and  Af- 
ieftiens  of  our  Souls.  All  our  Thoughts 
of  him,  all  our  Affeftions  towards  him', 
(hould  have  the  Stamp  of  Singularity, 
fuch  as  may  declare  there  is  none  like 
him,  none  bcfides  him;  our  Love,  oir 
Meditation,  our  Acknowledgement  ihould 
have  tills  Character  on  their  Front,  Tbere 
is  none  befides  <tbeet  Thou  art,  and 
none  elfe  :  And  then  a  Soul  fhould  by  the 
Cords  of  Afleftion  to  him,  and  Admiral* 
on  of  him,  be  bound  to  ferve  him.  Crea- 
tion puts  on  the  Obligation  to  glorify  him 
in  our  Body  and  Spirits,  which  are  his  ; 
but  Affeftion  only  puts  that  to  Exercife :  All 
other  Bonds  leave  our  Natures  at  Liberty,, 
but  this  conftrains,  2  Cor.  v.  13.  it  binds, 
on  all  Bonds,  it  ties  on  us  all  divine  Obli- 
gations. Then  a  Soul  will  glorify  God, 
when  Love  fo  unites  it  to  God,  and  makes 
it  one  Spirit  with  him,  that  his  Glory  be- 
comes its  Honour,  and  becomes  the 
Principle  of  all  our  inward  Afle&ions, 
and  outward  Aftions.  It  is  not  always . 
poflible.  to  have  and  exprefs  particu- 
lar Thoughts  of  God,  and  his  Glory,  in  * 
every*  A&ion,  and  Meditation  ;  but,  for 
the  mofl  Part,  it  ought  to  be  fo  :  And  if. 
Souls  were  accuftoraed  to  Meditation  on. 

Ga4> 


God's  Glory,  the  chief  End 


God,  it  would  bec(  me  their  very  Nature, 
altera  natura,  pleafent  and  delightfome. 
However,  if  there  be  not  always  aa  ex- 
prefs  Intention  of  God's  Glory,  yet  there 
ought  to  be  keep'd  always  fuch  a  Di£ 
poiition  and  Temper  of  Spirit,  as  it  piay 
be  conftrued  to  proceed  from  the  Intenti- 
on of  God's  Glory;  and  then  it  remains 
in  the  Seed  and  Fruit,  if  not  in  itfelf. 

Now  when  we  are  fpeaking  of  the 
great  End  and  Purpofe  of  our  Creation, 
we  call  to  mind  our  lamentable  and  tra- 
gical Fall  frem  that  blefled  Station  we 
were  conftitute  into.  All  Men  have Jin- 
tied  and  come  Jbort  of 'the  Glory  of  God, 
Rom.  iii.  23.  His  being  in  the  world 
was  for  that  Glory,  and  he  is  come  (hort  of 
that  Glory :  O  ftrange  Shortcoming »  Siion 
of  all  that  he  was  ordained  for .'  What  is 
he  now  meet  for  ?  For  what  Purpofe  is 
that  Chief  of  the  Works  of  God  now  ? 
The  Salt  if  it  lofe  its  Saltnefs  is  meet  for 
nothing,  for  wherewithal!  (hall  it  be  fea- 
foqed?  Mark  ix.  50.  Even  fo,  when 
Man  is  rendred  unfit  for  his  proper  End, 
he  is  meet  for  nothing,  but  to  be  caft  out 
and  trode  upon,  he  is  like  a  withered  Branch 
that  muft  be  caft  into  the  Fire,  John, 
xv.  6.  Some  Things  if  they  fail  in  one 
Ufe,  they  are  good  for  another :  But  the 
beft  Things  are  not  fo,  'Corruptio  optimi, 
pejfima.  As  the  Lord  fpeaks  to  the  Houfe 
of  Ifrael,  Shall  Wood  be  taken  of  the 
Vine  Tree  fir  any  Work  *  Even  fo  the 
Inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  Ezek.  xv. 
3.  3»  4»  5«  IF  it  jield  not  Wine,  'tis 
.good  for  nothing :  60,  if  Man  do  not 
glorify  God,  if  he  fall  from  that,  he  is 
meet  for  nothing,  but  to  be  caft  into  the 
Fire  of  Hell,  and  burnt  for  ever ;  he  is 
for  no  Ufe  in  the  Creadon,  but  to  be  Fuel 
to  the  Fire  of  the  Lord's  Indignation.' 

But  behold !  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Lord 
jgd  his  Kindnefi  and  Love  hath  appeared 


toward  Man,  notbj-Wirks  of  Rigbteouf 
nefi  wbicb  we  have  dontjtmt  according  to 
bis  Mercy  be  faved  us  tbrougbJefusCbrijt, 
Tit.  iii,  4, 5.  Our  Lord  Jefus,by  whom  all 
Things  were  created,  „and  for  whom, 
would  not  let  this  excellent  Workmanship 
perifti  fo,  therefore  he  goes  about  tiie 
Work  of  Redemption :  A  fecond  Creati- 
on more  laborious  a*d  aJfo  more  glorious 
than  the  firft,  that  fo  he  might  glorify 
iiis  Father,  and  our  Father :  Thus  the 
Breach  Is  made  up,  thus  the  unfavofy  Salt 
is  fealbned,  thus,  the  withered  Branch  is 
quickened  again  for  that  fame  Fruit  of 
Praifes  and  glorifying  of  God,  This  "is 
the  End  of  his  fecond  Creation,  as  it  was 
6f  the  firft ;  TVe  are  bis  Wbrhnanjbip 
created  to  good  Works  in  Cbrift  Jefus. 
Eph.  ii.  10.  This  is  the  Work  of  God, 
to  belitve  in  him,  to  fet  to  our  Seal,  and 
to  give  our  Teftimony  to  all  his  Attri- 
butes, John  vi.  ag,  and  iii.  33.  We  are 
bought  with  a  Price,  and  therefore  we 
ought  to  glorify  him  with  our  Souls  and 
Bodies ;  he  made  us  with  a  Word,  and 
that  bound  us,  but  now  he  has  made  us 
again  and  paid  a  Price  for  us,  and  fo 
we  are  twice  bound  not  to  be  our  own  but 
his,  1  Cor.  vi.  uk.  Andfo  to  glorify  him 
in  our  Bodies  and  Spirits.  I  befeech  you 
gather  your  Spirits,  call  them  home  about 
the  Bdfinefs.  We  once  came  fhort  o£ 
our  End,  Gods  Glory  and  our  Happi- 
nefc ;  but  know,  that  it  is  attainable  again : 
We  loft  both,  but  both  ire  found  in  Chrift. 
Awake  then  and  ftir  up  your  Spirits,  elfc 
it  ftiall  be  double  Condemnation,  when  we 
have  the  Offer  of  being  reftored  to  our 
former  blefled  Condition,  to  love  our  pre- 
fent  Mifery  better.  Once  eftablifh  this 
Point  within  your  Souls,  and  therefore 
ask.  Why  came  I  hkher  ?  To  what  pur- 
pofe am  I- come  into  the  World?  If  you 
do  not  ask  it,  what  will  you  anfwer,  when 


hi  asxi  you  at  your  Appearance  before  his 
Tribunal?  I  beleech  you  what  wiH  many 
ecu  fay  in  that  Day,  when  the  Matter 
k:L:ns  ar.d  takes  aa  Awcouat  of  your  Dif- 
jt-uioa  ?  You  are  fent  into  the  World 
si}  for  this  Bulinefs*  to  ferve  the  Lord: 


Sow  what   will  many  of  you  anfwer?  If  felf,  Why  came  I  into  the  World?  Qwdam 

ym  Ipeak   the   Truth  (as  then  you  mufi:  *         -•—-•—•-  -»-*      j-~ 

cfeit,  you  cannot  lie  then)  you  rauft  lay, 

Lord,  I  lpent  my  Time  in  fcrving  my  own 

tofts,  I  was  taken  up  with  other  Bufi- 

Kfies,  and  had  no  Leifure,  I  was  occu- 
pied in  my  Calling,  &c.    Even  as  if  an 

Ambaflador  of  a  King  ftiould  return  him 

hi  Acco-int  of  his  Negotiation,  I  was  bu- 

fr  at  Cards  and  Dice,  I  fpent  my  Money, 

2nd  did  wear  my  Cloaths.    Though  you 

dank  your  plowing,  and  borrowing,  and 

trafficking,  and    reaping   very  neceflfary, 

«et  certainly  thefe  artf  but  as  Triffies  and 

Tors  to  the  main  Bufinefs.  aO  what  a 

dreidfrl  Account  will  Souls  make !  they 

come  here  for  no  Purpofe  but  to  ferve 

their  Bodies  and  Senfes,  to  be  Slaves  to 

all  the  Creatures,  which  were  once  put 

under  Man's  Feet  t  Now  Man  »  under 

the  Feet  of  all,  and  he  has  put  himfclf  fo. 

If  you  were  qftbtfe  Creatures,  then  you 

uu&*  be  fir  them :  You  feek  them  as  if 

you  were  created  for  them,  and  not  they 

for  you,  and  you  leek  yourfelves,  as  if 

you  were  qfjourjehes,  and  had  not  your 

detent  of  God.    Know,  my  beloved,  that 

you  were  not  made  for  that  Purpofe,  nor 
yet  redeemed  either  to  ferve  yourfelves, 
or  other  Creatures,  but  that  other  Crea- 
tures might  ferve  you,  and  ye  ferve  God, 
Luke  i.  74f  75-  And  this  is  really  the 
beft  Way  to  ferve  ourfelves,  and  to  fave 
ourfelves,  to  ferve  God:  Self-feeking  is 
SelCdeftroying ;  Selfidenyin$  is  Self- 
feving,  Soul-laving;  He  that  feeketb  to 
fyve  bis  Life  fball  lofe  it,  and  be  that 


that  denies  bimjelf  and  follows  met- 
is my  Difciple.  Will  ye  once  fit  down 
in  good  earneft  about  this  Bufinefs.  Tis 
lamentable  to  be  yet  to  begin  to  learn  to 
live*  when  ye  muft  die :  Ye  will  be  out  of 
the  Werld  alraoft,  ere  ye  bethink  your- 


tunc  vivere  incipiunt,  cum  dejinendum 
eft\  imo  quidam  ante  vivere  defierunt  ' 
\uam  inciperent  ;  this  is  of  all  mod  la* 
mentable,  many  Souls  end  their  Life;  be- 
fore they  begin  to  live.  For  what  is  our 
Life,  but  a  living  Death;  while  we  do  not 
.live  to  God,  and  while  we  live  not  in  re- 
lation to  the  great  End  of  our  Life  and 
Being?  the  Glory  of  God.  It  were  better,. 
fiys-Chrift,  that  fuch  had  never  been  born. 
You  who  arc  created  again  in- Jeliis  Chrift, 

moft  of  all  concerns  you  to  ask,  Why 
am  I  made?  And  why  am  1  redeemed?* 
And  to  wharPurpofc?  Id  is  certainly,  thac 
ye  may  glorify  your  heavenly  Father,  Mat~ 

16.    PfaL  Iriii  13.     And   you  (hill 
glorifie  him  if  you  bring  forth  much  Fruit,, 
and  continue,  in  his  love,  John  xv.  8.  And 
this  you  are  chofen  and  ordained  unto,  %er+ 
16.   and   therefore  abide  in  him,    that 
ye  may  bring  forth  Fruit  r  ver.  4.    And 
if  you  abide  in  him  by  believing,  you  do* 
indeed  honour  him,    and    he   that   ho* 
noureth  the  Son  honoureth  the  Father 
John  v.  23.      Here  is  a  compendious 
Way  to  glorify  God  :  Receive  Salvation* 
of  him  freely,    Righteoufnefi  and  eternal 
Life,  and  this  fets  to  a  Seal  to  God's  Truth,, 
and  Grace  and  Mercy;  and  whofo  counts, 
the  Son  worthy  to  be  a  Saviour  to  them, 
and  fets  to  their  Seal  of  Approbation  to 
him  whom  God  the  Father  hath  fent  and 
fealed,  he  alfi)  honours  the  Father,  and  then* 
he  that*  honoureth  the  Father,  hath  it  not 
for  nothing,  for  them  that  honour  me%  t 
I  will  honour,  1  Sam.  ii.  30.  fays  the  Lord  •„ 


tyetb,  bis  Lift  Jball  find  it,  and  fcf  tAnd  be  that  femes  met  bim  willmj  Fa. 


* 


Gois  Glory y  the  chitfEnd 


tber  honour,  John  xii.  26,  As  the  believ- 
ing Soul  cares  for  no  other,  and  refpe&s 
no  other  but  God,  (0  he  refpefts  no 
other,  butfuchaSouI.  I  will  dwell  in  the 
humble,  and  look  unto  die  contrite ;  there 
is  mutual  Refpefts  and  Honours.  God  is 
the  Delight  of  fuch  a  Soul,  and  fiich  a  Soul 


is  God's  Delight :  That  Soul  fets  God  in  * 
high  Place,  in  a  Throne  in  its  Heart,  and 
God  fets  that  Sou!  in  a  heavenly  Place 
with  Chrifl,  Epb.  ih  6.  yea  he  comes 
down  to  fit  with  us,  and  dwells  in  us,  oft" 
his  Throne  of  Majefty,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  if  %. 
and  Ivii.  15, 


Pfal.  Ixxiii.  14.  to  the  End  Vhou  wilt  guide  m  with  thy  Counfef,  fa; 
(Thorn  have  I  in  Heaven  but  Jbee?  dec.  It  is  good  far  me  to  drove 
near  to  God.  1  John  i.  3.  Tbefe  firings  declare  w  unto  you,  that  ye 
alio  may  have  Feliowjbip  with  us :  And  truly  our  Fcllcwjhip  is  with 
the  Father,  and  with  bis  $on  Jefus  Cbrifi,  And  John  xvii.  a x,  22, 
tfbat  tbey  all  may  be  one  as  we  are  one.  I  in  them,  and  they 
that  tbey  may  be  perftfi  in  one,  &c. 


*3- 
in  me, 


IT  is  a  Matter  of  great  Confolation. 
that  God's  Glory  and  our  Happinefs 
are  linked  together :  So  that  whoever  fets 
his  Glory  before  them  .fingly  to  aim  at 
they  take  the  moft  compendious  and  cer- 
tain Way.  to  true  Bleflednefs.  His  Glory 
is  the  ultimate  End  of  Man,  and  (hould  be 
our  great  and  laft  Scope ;  but  our  Happi- 
nefs, which  confifts  in  the  Enjoyment  of 
God,  is  fubordinate  to  this,  yet  infepara- 
ble  from  it.  The  End  of  our  Creadon 
is  Communion  and  Fellowftup  with  God, 
therefore  Man  was  made  with  an  immor- 
tal Soul  capable  of  it :  And  this  is  the 
greateft  Dignity  and  Eminency  of  Man 
above  the  Creatures.  He  hath  not  only 
imprefled  from  God's  Finger,  in  his  firft 
Moulding,  fome.  Characters  refeinbling 
God,  in  Righteuufiiefc  and  Holineft  ;  but 
is  created  with  a  Capacity  of  receiving 
more  of  God,  by  Communion  with  him. 
Otber  Creatures  have  already  all  they  will 
have,  all  they  can  have,  of  Conformity  to 
fcha;  but  Map  is  made  liker  than  all,  and  is 


fitted  and  fafliioned  to  afpire  to  more  Like- 
n?fs  and  Conformity,  fo  that  his  Soul  may 
(hine'more  and  more  to  the  perfeft  Day. 
There  was  an  Union  made  aireacjy  in 
his  firft  Moulding,  and  Communion  was 
to  grow-  as  a  fragrant  and  fweet  Fruit 
out  of  this  biefled  Root.  Union  and  Si- 
militude is  the  Ground  of  Feltowftiip  and 
Communion.  That  Union  was  gracious, 
thatComiAunion  would  have  been  glorious; 
for  Grace  is  the  Seed  of  Glory.  There 
was  a  twofold  Union  between  Adam  and 
God,  an  Union  of  State,  and  an  Union  of 
Nature:  He  was  like  God,  aqd  he  was 
Gods  Friend.  All  the  Creatures  had. 
fome  Iifcenefs  to  God,  fome  Engravings" 
of  his  Power,  and  Goodneb,  and  Wif 
dom:  But  Man,  Is  laid  to  be  made  ac- 
cording to  God's  Image,  Let  us  make 
Man  Ske  unto  Us.  Other  Creatures 
had  JimilUudinem  veftigH.  but  Man  had 
ftntiUtiuMnem  faciei.  Holinelsand  Righ- 
teoufoefsis  God's  Face,  the  very  Excellen- 
cy and  Glory  of  ail  his  Attributes,  and  the 

Lord 


of  Man's  Being. 


•d  flyfips    the    Image  of  tbcfe  upon  f  tainment  we  can  give  him.    O  what  Blef- 
i.   Other  Attributes  are  but  like  his  |  fednefs  is  this,  for  z  Soul  to  live  in  him, 

and  it  lives  in  him  when  it  Joves  him,  Ar 


fcpts,  and  he  leaves  the  Refemblance 
kb  Footfteps    upon  other  Creatures. 
k  can  be  fo  beautiful  as  the  Image  of 
jp»a  the  Soul?  Creatures,  the  near- 
er are  to  God,  the  more  pure  anJ  ex- 
«.     We  fee   in   the  Fabrick  ot  the 
UL  Bodies  the  higher  they  are,  the 
pure  and  cleanly,  the  more  beautiful. 
■fry,  What  was  Mui  that  was  made 
l  bwer  thaL  the  Angels?  In  the  Hu- 
,  a  little  iovoer  than  God,  tantum 
Dcus.      Seeing  Man  is  fet  next  to 
lis  Glory  and   Beauty  certainly  fur- 
Ac  Glory  of  the  Sun  and  Heavens. 
p1  contiguous  and  next  other  are  like 
;  The  Water  is  liter  Air  than  the 
I  dKteforc  it   is  next  the  Air :  The 
h  fito  Heaven  than  JVater,    there- 
in u  ncit    to    it.    Omne.contigu- 
Tfkimalu    eft  Jpirituale.    Angels 
Men  next    God,  are  Spirits,  as  He 
oik.     Now  Similitude  is  the  Ground- 
feodfhip.  Pares  paribus  congregan- 
fmOnuto  nectjjitudinis  vinculum. 
gut  which  conciliates  Attentions  a- 
Mea:  So  it  is  here  by  Proportion : 
fats  aU  is  very  good,  and  that  Man 
of  Vis  Works;  and  he  loves  him,  and 
s  him  fab  Friend,  for  his  own  Image 
I  be  behqfcls  in  him. 
: length  from  thefe  two  Hoots  this  plea- 
od  fragrant  Fruit  of  Communion  with, 
Srgryyment  of  God,  grows  up :    This 
Entertainment  of  Friends,  to  delight 
5  another,  and  te  enjoy  one  another, 
coram  omnia  communia.  Love  makes 
amnion,  it  opens  the  Treafure   of 
i  Fulnefs,  and  makes  a  Vent  of  di- 
Boonty  towards  Man,  and  it  opens  the 
t  of  Man,  and  makes  it  large  as  the  i 
of  the  Sea  to  receive  of  God.    Our 
ring  of  his  Fulnefs,  is  all  the  Enter- J 


nima  eft  ubi  amat,  non  ubi  animat,  and 
to  tafte  of  his  Sweetnefs  and  be  fatisfied 
with  him,  this  makes  perfeft  Onenefi : 
And  perfeft  Onenefi  wkh  God  (who  is 
the  Fountain  of  Life,  and  in  whofe  favour 
is  Life)  is  perfect  Bleflednefi. 

But  we  muft  ftand  a  little  here  and  con-' 
fider  our  Mifery,  that  have  fallen  from  fuch 
an  Excellency  :  How  are  we  come  down 
from  Heaven  wonderfully  ?  Sin  has  inter- 
pofed  between  God  and  Man,   and  this 
diflblves  the  Union,  and  hinders  the  Com- 
munion :  An  Enemy  is  come  between  two 
Friends,  and  puts  them  at  Odds,  and  Oh .' 
an  eternal  Odds;  Sin  hath  ibwn  this  Dif* 
cord,  and  alienated  our  Hearts  from  God. 
Man's  Glory  corififted  in  the  Irradiation  of 
the  Soul  from  God's  (hining  Countenance, 
this  made  him  Light,    Gods  Face  ftrinei 
on  him.    .But  Sin  interpofmg,  has  ecclipf- 
ed  that  Light,  and  brought  on  an  eternal 
Night  of  Darkriefs'over  the  Soul:  And 
thus  we  are  fpoiled  of  the  Image  of  God, 
as  when  the  Earth  comes  between  the  Sun 
and  m  Moon.      Now   then,   there  can  no 
Beams  of  divine  Favbur  and  Love  break 
through  direftly  towards  us,  becaufeofthe 
Cloud  of  our  Sins,  that  feparates  between 
God  and  us,  and  becaufe  of  the  Partition- 
wall  of  Ordinances,  and  the  Hand- writing 
which  was  againft  us,   God's  holy  Law, 
and  fevere  Juftice,  CoL  iii.  14. 

Then,  What  foaH  we  do?  How  (hall 
we  fee  his  Face  in  Joy?  Certainly  it  had 
been  altogether  impoftible,  if  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  had  not  come,  who  is  the 
Light  and  Life  of  Men:  The  Father  (bines 
on  him,  and  the  Beams  of  his  Love  re- 
flects upon  us,  from  the  Sen :  The  Love 
of  God,  and  his  favourable  Countenance, 

that 
a  B 


vvuivj    tier  l  lUIIie 


3  him ;  and  then  he  fends  out  the 
i  of  Reconciliation,  the  Gofpel,  the 
>r  whereof  is  this,  i  John  i.  3.  That 
7  we  have  feen  and  beard  declare 
mo  you,  that  ye  may  BavdlF'eUowfiip 
tbe  Father  and  bis  Son.  It  is  a 
*  of  Peace,  and  Invitation  to  the  Fel- 

?tof  Got:  Behold  then,  tbe  Happi- 
ManTs  the  very  End  and  Purpofe 
t  GgfpeL  Chrift  is  die  Repairer  of 
beaches,  the  ftcond  ^rfamafpired 
ncken  what  Adam  tilled;  He  has 
d*  Enmity,  tod  cancelled  the  Hand- 
ig,  that  waa  again!!  us,  and  fo  made 
by  the  Blood  of  his  Croft;  and  then 
&  removed  all  that  out  of  the  Way, 
imts  and  caty  us  unto  the  FeMow&ip 
h  we  were  ordained  unto  from  our 
fen.  We  who  are  Rebels,  are  called 
Friends;  I  call  ypu  not  Servants 
friends.  H  is  a  Wonder  that  the 
UXt  fhould  be  called  a  Friend  of  Gocb 
6'  great  Wonder,  that  tlje  Rebel 
i ' be  called  a  Friend :  And  yef  that  is 
U,  we  arc  called  to  a  nearer  Union, 
f  the  Sons  of  God ;  this  ts  our  Ptivi- 


inow  tben  it  muft  afj 
fe<5t    Union   with    ( 
is:  And  therefore  rl 
is  here  ffcll  in   Mot 
his  Element.    Ther 
in  Affection,  but  not 
on,   affe&u  mnefl 
after  God?  Whom  be 
Eartb  but  thee?  My 
fiuleth.     A  believing  5 
as  its  only  Portion,  a 
ferybut  to  bAfeparata 
thing  Bleflednefi,  but  t 
This  is  the  Load-ftooe 
andDefires,  the  Centre 
wards;    and  in  which 
true  indeed,  thatoften-i 
our  FleOi  faileth  us,  an 
rant  and  Brutifli :  Our 
the  Earth,  andTemptai 
lence  turn  our  Souls  to 
than  God  ;  as  there  is  i 
moved  and  turned  Wro 
t|iat  is  touched  with  tl 
fettles  not  in  ftich  a  F 
kfelf  and  refts  never  t 
the/North,  a£d  then  it 
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the  Heart  to  conceive  it.  Only  thus  much 
we  know,  that  it  is  moft  Perfeft,  it  is  moft 
Glorious,  and  £>  much  we  may  apprehend 
of  this  Unity  of  the  Saints  with  God.  O, 
I  Love  is  an  uniting  and  transforming  Thing, 
God  is  Love,  and  be  that  dmelletb  in 
i  Love,  dweiletb  in  GoS,  and  God  in 
|  him.  He  dwelleth  in  us  by  Love,  this 
makes  him  work  in  us,  and  (hine  upon 
;  us  ;  Love  hath  drawn  him  down  from  his 
Seat  of  Majefty,  tovifitpoor  Cottages  of 
Sinners,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  i,  2.  and  xlvii.  i$. 
And  it  is  that  Love  of  God.  refle&ng  up- 
on our  Souls,  that  carries  the  Soul  upward 
to  him,  to  live  in  him,  and  walk  with 
him.  O  hoW  doth  it  conftfain  a  Soul  to 
live  to  him,  and  draw  it  firomh  felf,  2  Cor. 
v.  15.  Then  the  more  Unity  with  God, 
the  more  Separation  from  our  felves,  and 
the  World ;  the  nearer  God  the  farther 
from  our  felves,  and  the  farther  from  our 
fehrte  the  more  happy ;  And  the  more  Uni- 
ty with  God,  the  more  Unity  among  our- 
fctoe&,  among  the  Brethren  of  our  Family : 
Becaufe  here  we  are  not  fully  one  with 
our  Father,  therefore  there  are  many  Dif- 
ferences bdween  us  aixjSrethren  ;  becaufe 
we  are  not  one  perfeftly  in  him,  there- 
fore we  are  not  one  as  he  and  the  Fa- 
ther is*one.  But  when  he  (hall  be  in  us, 
and  we  in  him,  as  the  Father  is  in  the 
Son,  and  the  Son  in  the  Father,  thert  (hall 
we  be  one  among  our  lehres,  then  (hall 
we  meet  in  the  Unity  of  the  Faith,  into  a 
perfect  Man,  into  the  Meajure  of  the 
Stature  of  the  fulnefs  ofCbrifi,  Eph.  iv. 
13.  .Chrift  is  the  uniting  Principle  : 
While  the  Saints  are  not  wholly  one,  uni 
tertio,  they  -cannot  be  perfefljy  one  w- 
ter  fe,  among  themfelves.  Confider  this. 
I  befeech  you :  Chriffs  Union  with  tte 
Father,  is  the  Foundation  of  our  Union  to 
God,  and  our  Union  among  our  {elves; 
.this  is  comfortable,  the  Ground  of  it  is 
B  a  laid 


He  is  the  Strength  of  our  Heart, 
ridbcrefbre  he  will  turn  our  Heart  about 
pit  and  Jut  it  upon  its  own  Portion:  Our 
ion  here  conftfts  mpre  in  his  holding 
'm  by  his  Power,  than  our  taking  hold 
:  kin  by  Faith :  Power  and  Good- will 
naps  about  both  Faith  and  the  Soul,  we 
tkqx'by  his  Power  through  Faith,  1 
l.L  .  And  thus  he  will  guide  tbe  Soul, 
t  tSU  be  drawing  it  nearer  to  him,  from 
fcjjf,  ipl  from  Sin.  and  from  the  World, 
lie  receive  us  into  Glory,  and  until  we 
me  as  with  the  Father  and  tbe  Son, 
tin  us  and  we  in  bim,  that  we  may  be 
4t  perfect  in  one,  as  it  is  in  the  Words 
J. 

This  is  ftrange,  a  greater  Unity  and  fill- 
•Ergoyment,  a  more  jxrfelt  Fellow- 
lb  tan  ever  Adam  in  his  Innocency 
odd  tare  been  capable  of ;  what  Soul 
B  coaceirt  it  ?  What  Tongue  express 
F  None  can :  For  it's  .  that  which  Eye 
fknoifien,  nor  Ear  beard,nor  entred 
t  Mans  Heart  to  conceive.  We  muft 
tend  die  Knowledge  of  it,  till  we  have 
pedeace  erf1  it.  Let  us  now  believe  it, 
I  then 'we  ihall  find  it.  There  is  a  mu- 
which  is  wonderful:  Per- 

3meH  one  with  another  have 
and.Fellowfliip,  but  to  dwell 
If  m  another  is  a  ftrange  thing,  /  in 
m,  and  &ej  in  me;  and  therefore  God 
alien  laid  to  dwell  in  us,  and  we  to 
efl  in  him.  But  that  wHkh  makes  it  of 
moft  wonderful,  and  incomprehensible, 
that  glorious  Unity  and  Communion 
men  the  Father  and  the  Son,  which  it 
n^u  an  Emblem  of :  As  thou  Father 
in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  alfo 
f  +e  one  in  US.  Can  you  conceive 
t  Unhf  of  the  Trinity  ?  Can  you  ima- 
e  that  reciprocal  Inhabitation,  that  mu- 
I  Communion  between  the  Father  and 
Sen  ?  No:    It  hath  not  entred  into 
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laid  already.  Now  it  is  not  (imply  the 
Unity  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  in  Ef- 
fence  that  is  here  meant,  for  what  Shadow 
and  Refemblance  can  be  in  the  World,  of 
iiich  an  incomprehenfible  Myftery  ?  But 
it  is  certainly  the  Union  and  Communion 
of  God  with  Chrift  Jefus  as  MedfaKnyas- 
the  Head  of  the  Church,  which  is  his 
B  xJy  i  Therefore  feeing  the  Father  is  fo 
wonderftHly  well  pleafed  and  one  with 
Chrift,  his  Well-beloved  Son  and  Mef- 
ftnger  of  the  Covenant,  and  chief  Party 
cohtiafting  in -our  Name,  He  is  by  Vertue 
of  this,  one  with  us,  who  are  his  Seed 
and  Members.  And  therefore,  the.Mem- 
feers  (hould  grow  up  in  the  Head  thrift, 
from  whom  thewholeBody  makes  increafe 
according  to  the  effeftual  working  of  the 
Spirit  in  it,  Epb.  v.  15,  16.  Now  if  the 
Union  between  the  Father  and  Chrift  our 
Head  cannot  be  diflblved,  and  cannot  be 
Barren  and  Unfruitful,  then  certainly  the 
Spirit  of  the  Father,  which  is  given  to 
Chrift  beyond  Meafure,  muft  effe&ually 
work  in  every  Member,  till  it  bring  them 
to  the'  Unity  jof  the  Faith,  jmd  to  the 
Meafure  of  the  ^krfeft  Man  ^fch  is  the 
^Fulnefs  of  Chrift.  So  then  evqry  be- 
lieving Soul  is  one  with  the  Father  as 
Chrift  is  one,  becaufe  he  is  the  Hbd  and 
thejr  the  Members,  and  the  Day  is  com- 
ing that  all  the  Members  (hall  be  perfectly 
united  to  the  Head  Chrift,  and  grow  up 
to  the  perfeft  Man,  which  Is  the  Stature 
of  Chrifts  Fulnefs,  and  then  Jball  we  all 
be  made  perfeft  in  one :  We  /ball  be 
%ne  as  He  is  one  \  becaufe  he  and  we 
are  one  perfeft  Man,  Head  and  Mem- 
bers. 

"  Now  to  what  Pifrpofe  is  all  this  fpoken  ? 
1  fear,  it  doth  not  ftir  up  in  our  Souls  a 
Defire  after  fuch  a  bleffed  life,  Whofe 
Hean  would  not  be  moved  at  the  Sound 
•f  fuch  Words?  Our  Fellowship  is  with 


the  Fatlier  and  his  Son,  we  are  made  per- 
feft, h£  in  us;  and  we  in  him :  Certainly, 
that  Soul  is  void  of  the  Life  of  God,  that 
doth  not  find  fome  Sparkle  of  hoJy  Am- 
bition kindled  within,'  after  fuch  a  glorious 
and  bleffed  Condition.  But  thefe  Things 
favour  not,  and  tafte  not  to  the  moft 
Part  ;  the  natural  Man  knows  them  nor, 
for  they  are  Spiritually  dilcerned :  How 
lamentable  is  it,  that  Chrift  is  conie  to  re- 
ftore  us  to  our  toft  Bleflednefs,  and  yet 
no  Man  alnaoft  confiders  it  or  lays  it  to* 
Hean :  O  liow  miferable,  twice  mifcrible 
is  that  Soul,  that  doth  not  chaw  near  to 
God  in  Chrift,  when  God  hath  come  fo 
near  to  tis  in  Chrift  ?  That  gqes  a  whor- 
in  after  the  Luft  of  £yes,  and  FJefli,  and  - 
after  the  Imaginations  of  their  own  Heart? 
and  will  not  be  guided  by  Chrift  the  Wa  f 
and  Life  to-  Glory?  TLojd  Jbatt  deftroy 
them  O  Lord,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  2  ?.  All  Men 
are  far  off  from  God,  from  the  Womb: 
Behold  we  may  have  Accefs  to  God  in 
Chrift:  Woe  to  them  thai  are  yet  far  oft, 
and  will  not  draw  near,  they  Jball  all 
perijb.  I  exhort  you  to  confider  what  ye 
are  doing;  The  moft  Part  of  you  are 
going  away  from  God ; .  you  were  fcorn  far 
off,  and  you  will  yet'  go  ftinher  ;  know 
what  you  will  meet  with  in  that  Way,  De- 
finition. 

You  have  never  yet  asked  in  earnefl, 
.  For  what  Purpofe  you  came  in  the  World  ? 
What  wonder,  ye  wadder  and  walk:  at  ran- 
dom, feeing  ye  hive  not  propofed  to  your 
lelves  any  certain  Scope  and.  Aim?  It  is 
great  Folly  ;  you  would  not  be  fo  foolifh 
in  any  petty  Bufinefi:  But  Ohow  fooli(h 
Men  are  in  die  main  Bufinefs!  The  tegjbt 
of  the  Body  is  the  Eye,  if  that  be  not 
Light,  the  whole  Body  is  full  of  Dark- 
nefs.  If  your  Intention,  be  once  right 
eftabliihed,  all  your  Courfe  will  be  orderly ; 
but  if  you  be  dark  and  blind  in  this  Point, 

and 
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d  have  hoc  confidered  it,  you  cannot,  dungs  befides  God.  You  can  have  nothing 
•£  in  the  Light,  your  whole  Way  is  l  of  God,  except  ye  make  him  all  to  >ou,un- 
fctoefi.      The  right   Confideration   of  I  lefs  you  have  him  alone.     My  undefiled 


k  great    End,  would  ftune  unto  you, 
ii  direft  ytxir  yay :   But,  while  you 
nt  not  propofed  this   End  unto  your 
(Irs,  the  Enjoyment  of  God,  you  muft 
■Bkiyour  Time,  either  in  doing  nothing 
otta  Pwpofc,  or  doing  contrary  to  it.  All 
w  other  lawful  Buiinefc,  your  Callings 
d  Occupations,  are  but  in  the  by,  they 
r  not  the  End,  nor  the  Way,  but  you 
ale  them   only  your  Bufinefs,  they  are 
tother  impertinent  to  this  End.     And 
t  reft  of  your  walking  in  Lulls  and  Ig- 
onnce,  is  nor  only  impertinent,  but  in- 
gfiflent  with  is.  and  contrary  to  it.     It* 
ou  think  that  you  have  this  before  your 
te,  to  enjoy   God  ;  I  pray  you  took  up- 
n  itoe  Way  you  chofe :  Is  your  Drunken- 
b&   rour  Swearing,   your  Uncleainefc, 
our  Contentions  and  RaiUngj,#and  fuch 
Forks  of  the  Flelh  ;  are  thofe  the  Way 
1  enjoy  God  ?  Shall  not  thefe  leparate 
Ptwcen  God  and  you  ?  Is  your  Eating, 
ad  Drinking,    fleeping  aa   Be&&,  and 
taring  in  your  Calling* ;  are  thefe  all  the 
fcans you  u&  to  enjoy  God-?  Benot  de- 
nied, jou  who  draw  not  near  God  by 
■ram  often  in  fecret,  and  by  Faith  in  his 
Son  Ckrift.  as  loft  miferable  Sinners,  to 


1/  One,  Cant.  vi.  9.  he  muft  be  alone,  tor 
his  Glory  he  will  not  give  to  another :  If 
you  divide  your  Afleftions,  and  pretend 
to  give  him  Part,  and  your  Lufts  other 
Part,  you  may  be  doing,  but  he  will  not 
divide  his  Glory  fo,  he  will  give  no  Part  of 
it  to  any  other  thing.     But  as  for  thofe 
Souls,  that  come  to  him  and  fee  their  Mi- 
fery  without  him,  O  know  how  Good  it 
is!  It's  not  only  Good,  but  befi,  yeaowfjr 
Good,  it  is  bonum,  and  it  is  optimum, 
yea,  it  is  unicutii ;  there  is  none  Good, 
five  One,  even  God,  and  there  is  nothing 
Good  for  us  but  this  One,  to  be  near 
God,  and  fo  near,  that  we  may  be  one, 
one  Spirit  with   the   Lord,  for  he   that 
is  joyned  to  the   Lord  is    one   Spirit: 
Rejoice    in     your  Portion,     and    long 
for  tte  Pofleffion  of  it.    Let  all  your  Me* 
dotations  and  AfFe&ions,  and  Converfation, 
proclaim  this,  tflmi  have  J  in  Heaven 
but  I'bee,  and  none  in  tbe  Earth  beftde 
tfbce.    And  certainly  he  (hall  guide  yo  11 
to  the  End,  and  receive  you  into  Gl&ry  ; 
then  you  lhall  reft  from  your  Labours, 
becaufe  you  (hall  dwell  in  him,  and  enjoy 
that  which  you  longed  and  laboured  for. 
Let  the  Confideration  of  our  £nd  unite 


eHred  and  reconciled  by  him,  you  have  j  the  Hearts  of  Chrtftians  here.  O  what 
0  FeUowfrip  with  him,  and  you  ftiall  not  |,  an  abfurd  Thing  is  it,  that  thofe  who  (toll 
spy  him  afterward.  You  whot'e  llearts  |  lodge  together  at  Night,  and  be  macfc  per- 
•e  given  to  your  Covetoulhefs,  who  '•  feft  in  one,  ihould  not  only  go  contrary- 
we  many  Lovers  and  Idols  befides  htm,  I  ways,  but  have  contrary  Minds  and  Affec- 
K  cannot  fay.  Whom  have  I  befides  Thee  I  dons. 
the  Earth  ?  Ncu  you  have  many  other ' 
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Of  the  SCRIPTURES. 

2  Tim.  iii.  16.  All  Scripture  is  given,  Tka 


WE  told  you,  that  there  was  no- 
thing more  neceflary  to  know, 
than  what  our  End  is,  and  what 
the  Way  is  that  leads  to  that  End :  We 
fee  the  moft  Part  of  Men  walking  at  Ran- 
dom, running  an  uncertain  Race,  becaufe 
they  do  not  propofe  unto  themfelves  a  cer* 
tain  Scope  to  aim  at,  and  whither  to  di- 
rect their  whole  Courie.  According  to 
Mens  particular  Inclinations  and  Humours, 
fo  do  the  Purpofes  and  Defigns  of  Men 
.  vary ;  and  often  do  the  Purpofes  of  one 
Man  change,  according  to  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  Time,  and  his  Condition  in  the 
World.  We  fee  all  Men  almoft  running 
croft  one  to  another ;  one  drives  at  the 
Satisfaction  of  his  Luft  by  Pleafure,  ano- 
ther fancies  a  great  Felicity  in  Honour,  a 
third  in  getting  Riches,  and  thus  Men  di- 
vide themfelves ;  whereas,  if  it  were  true 
Happinefs  that  all  wefe  all  feeking,  they 
would  all  go  one  Way  towards  one  End. 
If  Men  be  not  in  the  right  Way,  the  faf- 
ter  they  feem  to  move  toward  the  Mark, 
the  further  they  go  from  it:  Wandring 
•  from  the  right  Way,  (  fuppofe  Men  intend 
well)  will  put  them  further  from  that  which 
.-  they  intend.  Siviaincontrariumducat, 
ipfa  vetocitas  majoris  intervalH  caufa 
eft-.  Therefore"  it  concerns  us  all  mofF 
deeply,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  true  Path 
of  Bleflednefs ;  for  if  we  once  miftake, 
the  more  we  do,  thefWfter  we  .move; 
the  more  diftant  we  aretrom  it  indeed. 
And  there  is  the  more  Need,  becaufe  there 
are  fo  many  by-paths  that  lead  to  Deftruc- 
•     tion:  What  fay  I,  by-paths?  No*  High- 


ways, beaten  Paths,  that  the  Multitude  ot 
Men  walk  in,  and  never  challenge,  nor 
will  endure  to  be  challenged,  as  if  they 
were  in  an  Error.  In  other  Journeys. 
Men  keep  the  plain  High-way,  and  are  a- 
fraid  of  any  fecret  By-way ;  left  it  lead 
them  wrong  :  At  bic,  via  quaque  tritip- 
fmamaximedecipit.  Here  the  high  path-  " 
ed  Way  leads  Wrong,  and,  O  fir  Wrong  t 
to  Hell.  This  is  the  Meaning  of Chrift's 
Sermon,  Enter  in  at  ibe  firait  Gate, 
but  walk  not  in  the  broad  Way  where 
many  walk,  for  it  leads  to  Deftruftion : 
Therefore  I  would  have  this  Perfwafion 
once  fiegptten  in  your  Souls,  that  the 
CourfiToF  this  World ;  the  Way  of  the 
moft  Part  of  Men  is  dangerous,  is  dam- 
nable. O  confider,  whither  the  Way  will, 
lead  you,  before  ycfu  gp  further.  Do  not 
think  it  a  Folly  to  ftand  ftill  now,  and 
examine  it,  when  ye  have  gone  on  fo  long 
in  their  Company.  Stand,  I  lay,  and  con- 
fider:  Be  not  ignorant  as  Beafts,  that 
know  no  other  Thing  than  to  follow  the 
Drove,  qua  fergunt,  non  qua  eundum 
eft,  fed  qua  itur  ;  they  follow  not  whither 
they*  ought  to  go.  but  whither  moft  go  : 
You  are  Men,  and  have  reafbnable  JSduls 
within  you;  therefore  I  befeech  you  be 
not  compofed,  and  faihioned  according  toft 
Cuftom,  and  Example,  that  is  brutilh, 
but  according  tQfbme' inward  Knowledge 
and  Reafon.  Retire  once  from  <he  Mul- 
titude, and  ask  in  earneft  a|  God,  what  is 
the  Way?  Him  that  fears  him,  he  will 
teach  the  Way  that  he  (hould  choqfe :  The 
Way  to  bU  blefled  End  is  very  firait,  very 

*dif- 


Ftvx  confiders  the  Way   that  leads  to  Happincfs.         iy 


tfkult ;  you  mull  have  a  Guidejn  it,  you 
Buft  have  a  Lamp  and  a  Light  in  it,  elie 
iai  cannot  but  go  wrong. 
'  The  principles  of  Reafon  within  us 
J  r  too  dark  and  dim,  they  will  never 
1  isd  us  through  the  Pits  and  Snares  in  the 
¥?:  Thefe  indeed  ftuned  brightly  in 
jiiamt'tb2t  he  needed  no  Light  without 
Sn,  no  Voice  about  him ;  but  Sin  hath 
stauiftied  it  much*  and  there  remains 
ttfag  but  fome  Httle  Spunk,  or  Sparkle, 
ufcr  the  Afhes  of  much  Corruption, 
j  As  is  but  inefficient  in  it  felf,  and.  is  often 
icon? blinded  and  darkned  by  Lufts.  So 
M  \m  if  it  were  never  fo  much  refined,  as 
J  t  was  in  many  Heathens,  yet'it  is  but  the 


ike.  W:  ere  you  have  {wo  Points  of  high 
Concernment,  The  Authority  of  die  Scrip- 
tures, and  their  Utility.  Their  Authority, 
for  they  are  given  by  Divine  Ini[>iration : 
Their  Utility,  for  they  are  profitable  for 
Doftrine,  Qt.  and  can  make  us  perfe&% 
and  well  furnilhed  to  every  good  Work. 

The  Authority  of  it  is  in  a  peculiar  Way 
divine,  of  Him,  and  through  Him  a*e 
all  things :  Ail  Writings  of  Men,  accord- 
ing to  the  Truth  of  the  Scriptures,  %have 
fome  Divinity  in  them,  in  as  much  as  they 
have  of  Truth,  which  is  a  divine  Thing : 
Yet  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  by  way  of 
Excellency  attributed  to  God,  for  they  are 
immediately  infpiredof  God:   Therefore 


land  leading  the  Wind,  an  J  both  muft    Peter  fcith,  that  the  Scriptures  came  not 
fill  into  the  Ditch.    Our  End  is  high  and  J  mold  <time  by  the  will  of  Man,  but  bofy 


Divine,  <?o  glorifie  God  and  to  enjoy' 
Him,  toerefore  out  Reafon  caligat  ad 
Juprema  ;  it  can  no  more  ftedfafily  be- 
hotf  thk  glorious  End,  and  move  to- 
wards  it,  than  our  weak  Eyes  can  behold 
the  Sun:  Our  Eyes  can  took  downward 
man  the  Earth,  but  not  upward  to  the 
Heavens.  So  we  have  fome  Remnant  of 
%aba  in  us  that  hath  fome  petty  and 
poor  Ability  for  Matters  of  little  Moment, 
athe  Things  of  thjs Life :  Butif  once  we 
foot  upward  to  the  Glory  of  God,  "or  e- 
tenu\  Happinefs,  our  Eyes  are  dafcled, 
our  Reafon  confounded,  we  cannot  fted- 
fiftly  betold  that,  Epb.  iv.  18.     2  Cor. 

iii.  13*   14* 

Therefore  the  Lord  hath  been  plsaled 
K>  give  us  the  Scriptures,  which  may  be  a 
Lamp  unto  our  Feet,  and  a  Guide  unto 
mer  Wey*  wbereunto  we  Jball  do  well 
to  take  heed,  as  unto  a  Candle  or  a 
Light  that  Jbines  in  a  dark  Place,  till 
the  Day  dawntt  a  Pet.  i.  6.  Theft  are 
able  to  make  us  wife  unto  Salvation* 
"Let  us  hear  what  Paul  Ipeaks  to  Timothy, 
xTim*  m.  16.  uiU  Scripture  is  given  t 


Men  Jpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Gbofi,  2  Pet.  i.  21.    Cod  by  his 
Spirit,  as  it  were,  afted  the  Part  of  the 
Soul,  in  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles ;  and 
they  did  no  more  but  utter  what  the  Spirit 
conceived  :  The  Holy  Ghoft  in(J>ired  die 
Matter  and  the  Words,  and  they  were  but 
Tongues  and  Pens  to  fpeak  and  write  it 
unto  the  People ;  there  needed  no  Debate* 
no  Search  in  their  own  Minds,  for  the 
Truth,  no  Inquifuion  for  light,  but  Light 
(hined  upon  their  Souls  fo  brightly,  fo  con- 
vincingly, that  it  puts  it  beyond  ail  Questi- 
on, that  it  was  the  Mind  and  Voice  of  God- 
You  need  not  ask.  How  they  did  know  that 
their  Dreams  or  Vifions  were  indeed  front 
the  Lord  ?  And  that  they  did  not  frame 
any  Imagination  in. their  own  Hearts,  and 
taught  it  for  his  Word,  as  many  did  ?  I 
fey,  you  neednomore.ask  that,  than  ask, 
How  ftiall  a  Man  fee  Light,  or  know  the 
Sun-fhine?  Light  makes  itfelfnunifeft..  and 
all  other  Things  ;  it's  feen  by  its  own. 
Brightnefs :  Even  fo  the-holy  Men  of  God. 
needed  not  any  Mark  or  Sign  to  know  the 
Spirit's  Voice,  his  Revelation  needed  not 
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the  Light  of  any  other  Thing,  it  was  Light 
it  felf,   It  would  certainly  over-power  the 
Soul  and  Mind,  and   leave  no  Place  of 
^Doubting;   God  who  cannot  be  deceived, 
and  can  deceive  no  Man,  hath  delivered 
.us this  Doftrine.     O,  with  what  Rever- 
ence (hall  we  receive  it,  as  if  we  heard  the 
Lord  from  Heaven  fyeik.     W  you  ask, 
How  you  foall  be  perftvaded  that  the  Scrip- 
tures are-  the  Word  of  God,   his  very 
Mind  opened-  to  Men  and  made  legible  ? 
Truly, -there  are  fome  Tilings  cannot  be 
well  proved,    not  becaufe  they  are  doubt- 
full,  but  becaufe  they  are  clear  of  them- 
felves, and  beyond  all  Doubt  and  Exception. 
Principles  of  Arts  muft  not.  be  proved,  but 
fuppofed,  till  you  find  by  Trial  and  Experi- 
ence afterward  that  they  weFe  indeed  really 
true.     There  are  no  Queftibn,  fqch  Cha- 
racters of  Divinity,  and  Majefty,  imprin- 
ted in  the  very  Scriptures  themfelves,  that 
whofoever  hath  the  Eyes  of  his  Under - 
ftaftding  opened,  though  he  run  he  may 
read  them,  and  find  God  in  them.     What 
Majefty  is  in  the  very  Simplicity  and  Plain- 
nefs  of  the  Scriptures  ?    They  do  not  la- 
bour topleafe  Mens  Ears^nd  adorn  the 
Matter,   with    the  curious    Garments  of 
Words,  and  Phrafei ;  but  reprefent  the  very 
Matter  it  (elf  to  the  Soul,  as  that  which 
in  itfelf  is    worthy   of  all  Acceptation, 
and  needs  no  humane  Eloquence  to  com- 
mend ir.    Painting  doth  fpoil  native  Jtea*- 
cy,   external    Ornaments  would  disfigure 
fome  things,  that  are  of  themfelves  pro- 
portioned and  lovely,  therefore  the  Lord 
choofes  a  plain  and  fimple  Stile,  which  is 
Foolimnefs  to  the  World ;   but  in  thefe 
fwaddling  Ctoaths  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
this  poor  Cottage,  the  Child  Jeius,  the  Lord 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,  is  contained.   There 
is  a  Jtwel  of  the  myfterioys  •  Wiflom  of 
God,  and  Man's  eternal  Blefjednefs  in  this 
Mineral;  What  glorious  and  aftoniftring 


Humility  is  here?  What  humble  and  horned 
ly  Glory  and  Majefty  alio  ?  He  is  moft- 
high,  and  ytt  none  fo  lowly.     What  ei-^ 
cellent  Confent  and  Harmony  of  many  * 
Writers  in  fuch  diftant  Times?  Wonder1" 
at  it !  All  fpeak  one  Thing,  to  one  Purpofe,7' 
to  bring  Men  to  God,  to  abafe  aJJ  Glory,  s 
and  exalt  him  alone.     Muft  it  not  be  one  2 
Spirit  that  hath  qirickned  all    thefe,    and 
breathes  in   them   all  this  one  heavenly  r 
Song,  of  Glory  to   God  on  High,  and  ' 
Good-will  towards  Men,    Other  Writers  : 
will  reafon  thefe  Things  with  you  to  con- 
vince you,  and  perfwade  you,  and  many  * 
think  them  more  profound  and  deep  for    : 
that  Reafon,  and  do  defpife  the  Bafeneis 
of  the  Scriptures :  But  to  them  whofe  Eyes    : 
are  opened,  the  Majefty  anc^  Authority  of 
God  commanding  and  aflerting,and  teftifyjng 
to  them,  is  more  convincing,  from  its  own 
bare  Aflertjon,  than  all  Humane  Reafon.  . 

Although  there  be  much  Light  in  the 
Scriptures  to  guide  Men's  Way  to  God  s 
Glory  and  thei^  own  Happinefs,  yet  cer- 
tainly it  will  all  be  to  fmall  Purpofe  if  the 
Eyes  of  our  Undcrftanding  be  darkned  and 
bltoded.  If  you  mall  furround  a  Man  with 
Day-light,  except  he  open  his  Eyes  he  can- 
not fee.  The  Scriptures  are  a  clear  Sun  * 
of  Life,  and  Righteoufncfs ;  but  the  blind 
Soul  compafled  with  that  Light  is  nothing 
the  wifer,  but  thinks  the  Lamp  of  the 
Word  Alines  not,  becaufe  it  fees  not,  it 
hath  its  own  Dungeon  within  it ;  therefore 
the  Spirit  of  God  muft  open  the  Eyes  of 
the  Blind,  and  enlighten  the  Eyes  of  the 
Underftanding,  that  a  Soul  may  fee  wonder- 
ful Things  in  God's  Law,  Pjal.  cxix.  5,  8. 
John  1.  5-  The  Light  may  ftrine'in  the 
Darknefe,  but  the  Darknefs  cannot  com- 
prehend it.  I  wonder  not  that  the  moft 
Part  of  Men  can  fee  no  Beauty,  no  .Maje- 
fty, no  Excellency  in  jthe  holy  Scriptures 
to  allure  them,  becaufe  they  are  natural 

and 


to  lead  us  to  the  JEtyoyment  of  God. 


I  aire  not  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  (b 
know  thefe  Things,  for  they  are 
■sally  difcerned,  %  Car.  ii.  14,  {St. 
Therefore  as  the  Infpiration  of  God  did 
attire  this  Writing  at  Jirft.  and  preach- 
'  i  das  Doctrine  unto  thotftforld ;  fo  there 
as  oo  Soul  under rt and  it,  or  pro/it  by  it, 
taby  the  Infpiration  of  the  Almighty  Ve- 
ittbtre  is  a  Spirit  in  Man,  and  the 
bjfiration    of  the   ^ibnigbty  gives  bim 

t^derftawUns*    **ith  JW-      when  lhe 

incomes  into  the  Soul  to  engrave  the 

CWters  of  that  Law  and  Truth  into 

k  Heart,  which  were  once  engraven  on 

iTties  of  Stone,  and  not  written  with  Pen 

j*j  Ink,  then   the  Spirit  of  Chrift  Jefus 

I  tries  over  and  tranfcribes  the  Doctrine  of 

la  Gofpel.  on  lie(hly  Tables  of  the  Heart, 

Itars  the  Lineaments  of  that  Faith,  and 

I  lore,  v****^  *"  the  Word  uPon  the 
I  Sod\;  then  the  Soul  is  the  Epiftle  of  Chrift, 
written  aot  with  Ink  and  Pen  but  with  the 
^sric  of  the  living  God,  2  Cor.  iii.  ;. 
And  then  the  Soul  is  manifeftly  declared 
cofaefijcb,  when  that  which  is  impreifed 
00  the  Heart,  is  exprefled  in  the  outward 
Man  in  walking,  that  it  may  be  read  of 
iD  Ma.  Now  the  Soul  hiving  thus  re- 
cored  the  Image  of  the  Scriptures  on  it, 
wderftands  the  Spirits  Voice  in  them,  and 
fee*  the  Truth  and  Divinity  of  them.  The 
Eye  muft  receive  fome  Species  and  Like- 
od&ufthc  Objeft  before  it  fee  it,  it  muft 
be  ma/V  iike  to  the  Objeft  ere  it  can  be- 

foU  it:    Intelligent  in  aau  fix  V]™1 
fe  :   So  the  Soul  muft  have  lame 
[ration  of  the    Holy  Ghoft,  before  it 
an  believe   with  the  Heart  the  infpired 

'fcbr    Che  LJulity  and  Profit  of  the 
Scriptures,  who  can  freak  of  ,t,  according 
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kind.  Many  Titles  are  given  to  humane 
Writings,  fome  are  called  accurate,  fome 
fubtile,  fome  ingenious  and  quick,  fome 
profound  and  deep,  fome  plain,  fome 
learned :  But  call  them  what  they  pleafe, 
the  Scriptures  may  vindicate  to  itfelf  theft 
two  Titles  as  its  own  Prerogative,  Holy 
and  profitable.  The  beft  Speaker  in  the 
World  in  many  Words  cannot  want  Sin,the 
beft  Writer  hath  fome  Drofs  and  Refufe ; 
but  here,  all  is  holy,  all  is  profitable :  Many 
Books  are  to  no  Purpofe,  but  to  feed  and 
inflame  Mens  Lufts,  many  ferve  for  no- 
thing but  to  fpend  and  drive  over  the 
Time,  without  Thought ;  moft  Parr  are 
good  for  qothing,  but  to  burden  and  over- 
weary the  World,  to  put  them  in  a  Fancy 
of  Knowledge  which  they  hive  not ; 
many  ferve  for  this  only  to  nounih  Mens 
Curiofity  and  vain  Imaginations,  and  Con- 
tentions, about  Words  and  Notions  ;  bur 
here  is  a  Book  profitable,  all  profitable. 
If  you  do  not  yet  profit  by  it,  you  can 
have  no  Pleafure  in  it,  'tis  only  ordained  for 
Soulsprofiting,  not  for p leafing  your  Fan. 
cy,  not  for  matter  of  curious  Speculation, 
not  for  Contention,  and  Strife^bout  the  In- 
terpretation of  it.  Many  Books  have  no- 
thing in  them,  butfpecious  Titles  to  com- 
mend them;  they  do  noting  lefs  than  what 
they  promife,  they  have'a  large  and  fair  En- 
try which  leads  only  into  a  poor  Cottage; 
but  theScriptures  have  no  hype rbolick  and 
fuperlative  Styles  to  allure  Men,  they  hold 
out  a  plain  and  common  Gate  and  Entry 
which  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  a  pleafint 
Palace ;  others  &  prodejfe  volunt  Qfrde* 
leftare,  but  thefe  oertainly,  &  prodejje 
volunt  SS'pqffunt,  they  both  can  profit  you 
and  will  profit  you.  I  with  that  Souls  would 
read  the  Scriptures  as  profitable  Scriptures, 
with  Intention  to  profit.  If  you  do  not 
read  with  fuch  a  purpofe,  you  read  not  the 
Scriptures  of  God,  they  become  as  ar«nther 
C  Boot 
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Book  unto  you.  But  what  are  they  pro- 
fitable for?  For  Doctrine,  and  a  Divine 
Doctrine.  A  Doftrrne  of  Life  and  Hap- 
pinefs :  'Tis  the  great  Promife  of  the  New 
Covenant,  Youjball  hfall  taught  of  God, 
the  Scriptures  can  make  a  Man  learned 
and  wife,  learned  to  Salvation.  It  is  Foolifh- 
nefs  to  the  World,  but  tbt  IVorld 
through  Wifdom  know  not  God,  Alas  .» 
what  do  they  then  kndw  ?  Is  there  any  be- 
fides  God?  And  is  there  any  Knowledge 
belides  the  Knowledge  of  God?  You  have 
a  poor  petty  Wiflom  among  you,  to  ga- 
ther Riches  and  manage  your  Bufmefs : 
Others  have  a  poor  imaginary  Wifdom 
that  they  call  Learning ;  and  generally 
People  think,  to  pray  to  God  is  but  a  Paper- 
still,  a  little  Book<raft ;  they  think  the 
Knowledge  of  God  is  nothing  elfe  but  to 
learn  to  read  the  Bible.  Alas!  miftake 
not,  it  is  another  thing  to  know  God : 
The  Doiftrine  of  Jefus  Chrift  written  on 
the  Heart,  is  a  deep  profound  Learning, 
and  the  poor,  fimple,  and  rudeft  People 
may  by  the  Spirifs  teaching  become  wifer 
than  their  Ancients,  than  their  Minifters  : 
0  «  'tis  an  excellent  point  of  Learning,  to 
know  how  to  be  faved.  What  is  it,  I  pray 
>ou,  to  know  the  Courfe  of  the  Heavens  ? 
to  number  the  Gfts,  and  the  Stars  in 
them?  to  meafure  their  Circumference, 
to  reckon  their  Motions,  and  yet  not  to 
know  Him  that  fits  on  the  Circle  of  them, 
and  not  know  how  to  inhabite  and  dwell ' 
there?  If  you  would  leek  unto  God,  and 
feek  Eyes  opened  to  behold  the  Myfiery  of 
the  Word,  you  would  become  wifer  than 
your  Pallors,  you  would  learn  from  the 
Spirit  to  pray  better,  you  would  find  the 
way  to  Heaven  better  than  they  can  teach 
you,  or  w^alk  in  it. 

Then  it  is  profitable for  Reproof  and 
Correction :  It  contains  no  Doftrine  very 
pleafant  to  Mecs  natural  Humours ;  but  it 


is,  indeed,  mort  pleafant,  to  a  right  and 
ordered  tafte.  You  know,  the  Diftemper 
of  the  Eye,*or  the  perverting  of  the  Tafte, 
will  mif-reprefent  pleafant  Things,  ajid 
fweet  Things  to  the  Senfes,  and  make 
them  appear  il(  £voured  and  bitter  :  But 
I  fey  to  a  difcerning  Spirit,  there  is  no- 
thing fo  fweet,  fo  comely.  /  havefeen 
an  End  of  all  Perfection,  but  none  of 
thy  Law/  *tby  Word  is  fleeter  tome 
than  the  Honey,  or  the  Honey-c*mb.  If 
a  Soul  be  pre-poflefled  with  the  Love  of 
the  World,  and  the  Lufis  of  the  World, 
it  cannot  favour  and  tafte  to  them  ;  that 
vitious  Quality,  in  the  Mind,  will  make 
the  pleafant  Gofpel  unpieafant:  I  piped 
unto  you,  and  you  have  not  -  danced. 
But  however,  the  Scriptures  are  then  mofl 
profitable,  when  they  are  leaft  pleafant  to 
our  Corruptions ;  and  therefore,  it  is  an 
abfolute  and  intire  Piece,  Ft  prodjfe  to- 
lunt  &*  delegare.  Omne  tulit  punftum, 
qui  mifcuit  utile  dulci.  There  are  (harp 
Reproofs,  and  fad  Corrections  of  his  holy 
Law,  which  muft  make  way  for  the  plea- 
fant and  fweet  Golpel :  There  is  a  Re- 
proof of  Life,  a  wounding  before  healing, 
that  wbofo  rejufe  them,  dijpife  their  own 
Soul,  but  the  Ear  that  bearetb  them  abid- 
eth  amofig  the  wife,  Prov.  xv.  31.  Wo 
unto  that  Soul  that  Correction,  or  Reproof, 
or  Threatning  is  grievous  unto,  He/bail 
die,  ver.  10.  He  is  brutijb,  Pro.  xii.  1. 
There  is  a  Generation  of  Men,  that  can 
endure  to  hear  nothing  but  Gofpel-pio- 
mifes,  that  cry  out  againft  all  reproving  of 
Sins,  and  preaching  of  God's  Wrath  againft 
unbelieving  Sinners,  as  legal,  and  medling 
with  other  Mens  Matters,  efpecially  if  they 
reprove  the  Sins  of  Rulers,  their  publick 
State-enormities :  As  if  the  whole  Word  of 
God  were  not  profitable  ;  as  i£  Reproofs 
were  not  as  wholfome  as  Coniolations ; 
as  if  Threatning*  did  not  contribute  to 

make 
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make  Men  flee  from  the  Wrath  to  come 
into  a  City  of  Refuge.     Let  fuch  Perfons 
read  their    own  Character  out  of  wife  So- 
bnron,    Correction  is  grievoux   to  tbem 
hat  for  fake  the  Way.     Reprove  a  wife 
Man,  and  be  will  love  tbce,  and  be  will 
he  yet  *wifer>    Pro.  ix.  9.     If  we  were 
Pleafers   of  Men,  then  were  we  not  the 
Servaur*  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  let  us  ftrive  to 
profit  Men,  but  not  to  pleafetlwm:  Peace, 
Peace,     which  Mens  own  Hearts  fancy, 
would  pie  ale  them,  but  it  were  better  for 
them  to  be  awakened  out  of  that   Dream, 
by  Reproof,  by  Correftion  ;  and  he  that 
vniido  fo,  Aiall  find  more  Favour  of  bim 
afterward,  than  be  that  jiatteretb  bim 
wtbbifZongue,  Pro.  >xriii.    93.     Well 
then,  let  this  be  eftablilhed  in  your  Hearts 
as  the  Foundation  of  all  true    Religion, 
That  the  Scriptures  are  the  Word  of  the 
eternal   God,  and  that  they  contain  a  per- 
fect   and  exaft   Rule  both  of  glorifying 
God,  and   of  the  way  to  enjoy   Him  •, 
they  can  make  you  perfect  to  every  good 
Work.     I  (hall  fay  no  more  or\  this,  but 
befcech  you,  as  you  love  your  own  Souls, 
be  acquainting    your  felves  with   them. 
You  will   hear,  in  thefe   Days,  of  Men 
pretending   to  more  divine  and  fpiritual 
Discoveries,    and    Revelations,    than  the 
Scriptures  contain  :   But,  my    Brethren, 
rbefc  can  make  you  wife  to  Salvation,  thefe 
can    make    you  perfeft  to  every  good 
Work:    Then,  what  needs  more?   All 
that  is  befide  Salvation,  and  beyond  Per- 
il, count  it  fuperfluous  and  vain,  if  uot 


worfe,  if  not  diabolical.  Let  others  be 
wile  to  their  ewn  Deftruftion  ;  let  them 
eftablifli  their  own  Imaginations  for  the 
Word  of  God,  and  Rule  of  their  Faith, 
but  hold  you  faft  wliat  you  have  received, 
and  contend  earncftly  for  it ;  add  nothing, 
and  diminifh  nothing  ;  let  this  Lamp  fhine 
till  the  Day  dawn,  till  the  Morning  of  tlie 
Refurreftion,  and  walk  ye  in  the  Light  of  ir. 
and  do  not  kindle  any  other  Sparkles,  elfc  y* 
lhall  ly  down  in  the  Grav-  in  Sorrow,  aivf 
rife  in  Sorrow  :  Take  the  Won!  of  God 
as  the  only  Rule,  and  the  perfect  Rsile,  a 
Rule  for  all  your  A&ions,  Civil,  Natur- 
al I,  and  Religious,  for  all  mutt  be  done  to 
his  Glory,  and  his  Word  teachcth  how  to 
attain  to  that  End.  Let  not  your  Imaginati- 
ons, let  not  others  Example,  let  not  the 
Preaching  of  Men,  let  not  the  Conclusion* 
and  Acts  of  Alfemblies,  be  your  Rule, 
but  in  as  far  as  you  find  them  agreeing  with 
the  perfeft  Rule  of  Gods  holy  Word :  All 
other  Rules  zrereguU  regulate  ;  they  ar* 
but  like  Publications  and  Intimations  of  the 
Rule  it  felf.  Ordinances  of  AilembJies  are 
but  like  the  Herald-promulgation  of  th* 
King's  Statute  and  IjH^  if  it  vary  in  any 
thing  from  his  jflHjfen,  'tis  not  valid 
and  binding.  I  N^V^U*  <*ke  the  Scrip- 
tures for  the  Riiflttfibf  walking,  or  elle 
you  will  wander  ;  rarscripture  is  Regula 
regulans,  a  ruling  Rule.  If  you  be  not 
acquainted  with  it,  you  muft  follow  the 
Opinions,  or  Examples  of  other  Men,  and 
what  if  they  lead  you  unto  Deltruftion  ? 


Job.  v.  39.  Search  the  Scriptures,  for  in  tbem,  &c.   Ephi  ii.  to.  And 
are  built  upon  tbe  Foundation  of  the  Prophets  and  Apojiles. 

AS  in  Darknefs,  there  is  need  of  a  Lan- 1  have  never  fo  good  Eyes,  nor  yet  fe^ 
thorn  without,  and  the  Light  of  the  |  without  Eyes,  though  in  never  fo  clear 
Eyes  within ;  for  neither  can  we  fee  in  j  a  Sud-fhine:  So  there  is.abfolute  Need, 
Dvfcnds  without  feme  Lamp,  though  we  J  for  the  guiding  of  our  Feet  in  the  dan- 
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gerous,  and  dark  Paths  to  eternal  Life; 
(  that  is  full  of  Pits  and  Snares  )  of  the 
Lamp,  or  Word,  written,  or  preached, 
without  us ;  and  the  lllmiqation  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  within  us.  Thefe  are  con- 
joynied,  If  a.  lix.  2j.  *tbis  is  my  Cove- 
nant,  the  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and 
the  Words  that  I  have  put  in  thy  Mouth, 
jhall  not  depart  out  of  tby  Month,  nor 
the  Mouth  of  tby  Seed,  &c.  There  are 
Words  without,  and  there  muft  needs  be 
a  Spirit  within,  which  makes  us  tobehold 
the  Truth  and  Grace  contained  in  thefe 
Words.  There  is  a  Law  written  with- 
out, .with  Pen  and  Ink,  and  there  is  a  Law 
written  within,  upon  the  Heaxt,  with 
the  Spirit  of  the  living  God:  The  Law 
without  is  the  Pattern  and  exa&  Copy ; 
the  Law  within,  is  the  Tranfcript,  or 
the  Image  of  God  upon  the  Heart,  fram- 
ed and  faihioned  according  to  the  Simili- 
tude of  it,  2  Cor.  iii.  3.  Heb.  viii.  10. 
So  then,  there  needs  be  no  more  Queftion 
about  the  Divine  Authority  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, among  thofe  who  have  their  Senfe- 
eiercifed  to  difcern  between  good  and  ill , 
than  among  Men  jy^gjee,  and  tafte,  con 


cerntng  Light 
bitter.     The 
fetched  de 
their  Faith  is 


eft,  fweet  and 
a  Christian  is 
ifons  of  Men ; 
of  Things  not 


feen,  'tis  an  Eye.  a  liipernatural  Eye, 
whereby  a  Soul  beholds  that  Majefty  and 
Excellency  of  God  mining  in  the  Word, 
which  chough  it  Ihine  about  the  reft  of  the 
World,  yet  'tis  not  feen,  becauft  they  can- 
not know  it,  nor  difcern  it.  Wonder  not, 
that  the  Multitude  of  Men  cannot  believe 
the  Report  that  is  made,  that  there  are  fo 
few,  who  find  any  fuch  Excellency  and 
Sweetnefs  in  the  Gofpel  as  is  reported,  be- 
caufe,  faith  Ifaiab,  liii.  1 .  The  Arm  of 
the  Lord  is  not  revealed  to  them  ;  the 
Hand  of  Cofl  muft  firft  write  on  their 


Heart,  ere  they  underftand  the  Writings 
of  the  Scriptures  ;  his  Arm  muft  create  an 
Eye  in  their  Souls,  an  eternal  Light,  be- 
fore it  can  behold  that  glorious  Brightnefs 
of  God  mining  in  the  Word.  The  Word 
is  God's  Teftimony  of  himfelf,  of  his 
Grace  and  Mercy  and  good  Will  to  Man- 
kind :  Now  no  Man  can  receive  this 
Teftimony,  unlefs  it  be  fealed  and  confirm- 
ed by  the  Holy  Ghoft  into  the  Heart :  Saith 
Peter,  We  are  bis  Wxtnejfes  of  tbefe 
things,  and  Jo  alfo  is  the  Holy  Ghoft  whom 
God  bath  given  to  thofe  that  obey  him, 
A&s.  v.  32.  The  Word  witnefles  to  the 
Ear,  and  the  Spirit  teftifieth  to  our  Spirits 
the  Truth  and  Worth  of  that,  and  there- 
fore the  Spirit  is  a  Seal  and  *  a  Witneft. 
The  Word  is  the  Lord's  Voice  to  his  own 
Children,  Baftards  cannot  know  it,  but 
my  Sheep  bear  my  Voice,  John  x.  4,  16. 
You  know  no  Difference  between  the 
bleating  of  one  Sheep  and  another,  but  the 
poor  Lambs  know  their  Mother's  voice  ; 
there  is  a  fecret  Inftinft  of  Nature,  that  is 
more  powerful  than  many  Marks  and 
Signs:  Even  lb  thofe  who  are  begotten 
of  God  know  his  Voice,  they  difcern  that 
in  it,  which  all  the  World  that  hear  it  can- 
not difcern,  there  is  a  Sympathy  between 
their  Souls  and  that  living  Word,  that 
Word  is  the  immortal  Seed  they  are  be- 
gotten of,  and  there  is  a  natural  Inftinft  to 
love  that,  and  to  meditate  in  it ;  iuch  an 
Inclination  to  it  as  in  new  born  Babes  to 
the  Breafts :  So  the  Children  of  God  do 
de/tre  tbefmcere  Milk  of  the  Word,  that 
they  may  grow  thereby,  as  they  w#re  born 
of  it,  j  Pet.  ii.  2.  In  thefe  Scriptures 
which  we  read  in  your  Audience,  you  have 
fomethiag  .of  their  Excellency,  and  our 
Duty ;  theire  is  a  rich  Jewel  in  them,  a 
precious  Pearl  in  that  Fitld,  even  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  in  him  eternal  life  ;  and  there- 
fore we  ought  to  fearch  the  Scriptures  for 

this 
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d0  Jewel,  to  dig  in  the  Field  for  this 
fori,  the  Dotf  rine  of  the  Prophets  and 
Apoftles,  as  a  fare  Foundation  whereup- 
«  Souls  may  build  their  eternal  Felicity, 
ad  the  Hope  of  it .  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
my  chief  Stone  in  that  Foundation, 
hereupon  the  Weight  of  all  the  Saints 
ad  all  their  Hope  hangs.  And  therefore 
*c  outfit  to  lean  the  Weight  ofeur  Souls 
oily  to  this  Truth  of  God,  and  build  our 
Frith  only  upon  it.  and  fquare  our  Practice 

ooiy  by  it.  . 

We  ftiall  fpeak  fomething  of  the  Firft, 
fa  it  may  be  a  Spur  to  the  Second. 
The  Jcnns  had  fome  refpeftive  Opinion 
tf  the  Word  of  God,  they  knew  that  in 
idem  was  eternal  Life,  they  thought  it  a 
Do&rine  of  life  and  Happinefs,  and  fo 
cned  up  Mops*  Writings,  but  they  would 
notbeteve  thrift's  Words,  they  erred,  not 
uoderftanding  the  Scriptures,  and  fo  fet  the 
Writings  of  Mofes  Law  at  Variance,  with 


do  but  think  you  hare,  and  are  beguiled. 
While  you  feelc  it  out  of  me,  ia  vain  you 
think  you  have  it,  for  it  is  not  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, but  became  they  certify  of  me  the 
Life  and  the  Light  of  Men.  May  not  this 
now  commend  the  Word  to  us?  Eternal 
Life  is  in  it.      Other  Writings  and  Dif- ' 
courfes  may  tickle  the   Ears,  with  fome 
plealing  Eloquence,  but  that  is  vaniihing, 
'tis  but  like  a  Mufician's  Voice ;  fome  may 
reprefent  fome  petty  and  Momentary  Ad- 
vantage, but  how  foon  (hall  an  End  be  put 
to  all  that  ?  So  that  within  a  litttle  Time  the 
Advantage  of  all  the  Books  of  the  World 
mall  be  gone.     The  Statutes  and  Laws  of 
Kings  and  Parliaments  can  reach  no  further 
than  fome  temporal  Reward  or  Punifti- 
ment,  their  higheft  Pain  is  the  killing  of  this 
Body,  their  higheft  Reward  is  (bme  eva- 
nilhing  and  fading  Honour,  or  perilling 
Riches:   But  he  flieweth  his  Word  and 


Writings  01  Aiofcs  ww  *i  vu-m^,  .-»..    Judgments  to  us,  and  hath  not  dealt  fo 
die  Preaching  of  Chrift's  Gofpelt  What  a  |  with  every  Nation,  Pfal.  clxvii.  19,  20. 


pitiful  Miftake  was  this?  They  thought 

mey  had  eternal  Life  in  the  Scriptures,  and 

yet  they  did  not  receive  nor  acknowledge 

him   whom  to  know  was  eternal  Life  ; 

therefore  our  Lord  Jefus  fends  them  back 

again  to  the  Scriptures,  go  and  fearch  them, 

you  think,    and  you  think  well,  diat   in 

tiiem  70U  may  find  the  Way  to  eternal 

Life,   but  while  you  feek  it  in  them  you 

nnflake  it:  Thefe  Scriptures  teftifie  of  me 

the  End  of  the  Law,  but  you  cannot  behold 

the  End  of  that  Miniftry,  becaufe  of  the 

Blindnefs  of  your  Hearts,  Rom.  x.  3.     2 

Cor.  fii.  13,  14*    Therefore  fearch  again, 

unfold  the  Ceremonies,    I  am  wrapt  in 

them,  and  Life  eternal  with  me,  dig  up 

the  Law  till  you  find  the  Bottom  of  God's 

Purpole  an  it,  till  you  find  the  End  of  the 

Miniftration,  and  you  (hall  find  me,  the 

Way,  and  Truth,  and  Life,  and  fo  you 

fhaJJ  have  that  eternal  Life  which  now  you 


And  no  Nation  under  the  whole  Heaven 
hath  fuch  Laws  and  Ordinances  ;  eternal 
Life  and   eternal   Death  is   wrapt  up  in 
them,  thefe  are  Rewards  and  Punimmenu 
fuitable  to  the  Majefty  and  Magnificence 
of  the  eternal  Law-giiyr.     Confider,  I  be- 
feech  you,  what   is  folded  up  here,   rite 
Scriptures  mew  the  Path  of  Life,  Life  is  of 
all  Things  moft  excellent,  and  comes  near- 
eft  the  bjeired  Being  of  God.     When  we 
fay  (Life)  we  understand  a  bleffed  Life, 
that  only  deferves  the  Name.    Now  this 
we  have  loft  in  Adam>  Death  is  paft  upon 
all  Men,  but  that  Death  is  not  the  worft, 
'tis  but  a  Confequence  of  a  Soul-death,  the 
immortal  Soul,   whofe  Life  confifteth  in 
Communion  with  God,  and  Peace  with 
him,  is  feparated  from  him  by  Sin,  and  ft> 
killed,  when  it  is  ^ut  off  from  the  Foun- 
tain of  Life ;  what  Life  can  it  have  any 
more,  than  a  Beam  that  is  cut  off  by  the 

In- 
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Intervention  of  a  dark  Body  from  the  Sun. 
Now  then  what  a  bleflei  Doctrine  muft 
it  be  that  brings  to  Life,  Light  and  Immor- 
tality ?  efpecially  when  we  have  fo  mife- 
rably  loft  it,  and  involved  our  Souls  into 
an  eternal  Death?  Life  is  precious  in  itfelf, 
but  much  more  precious  to  one  condem- 
ned to  die,  to  be  caught  out  of  the  Paws 
of  the  Lyon,  to  be  brought  back  from  the 
Gibbet.  O  how  will  that  commend  the 
favour  of  a  little  more  Time  in  the  World. 
But  then  if  we  knew  \vh:it  an  eternal  Mife- 
ry  we  are  involved  into,  and  ftand  under 
a  fentence  binding  us  over  to  fuch  an  in- 
conceivable and  infi:pportable  Puniihment 
as  is  the  Curfe  and  Wrath  of  God, O  how 
precious  an  Efteem  would  Souls  have  of 
the  Scriptures,  how  would  they  be  fweet 
unto  their  Soul,  becaufe  they  (hew  unto  us 
a  Way  of  efcaping  that  Pit  ofMifery,  and 
a  Way  of  attaining  eternal  Bleflednefs,  as 
fatisfying  and  glorious,  as  the  Mifery  would 
have  been  vexing  and  tormenting.  O  thai 
ye  would  once  lay  thefe  in  the  Ballance  to- 
gether, this  prefcnt  Life,  and  Life  eternal. 
Know  ye  not  that  your  Souls  are  created 
for  Eternity,  that  they  will  eternally  fur- 
vive  all  thefe  prefent  Things :  Now  how 
do  ye  imagine  thejr  (hall  live  after  this 
Life?  Your  Thoughts,  and  Projects,  and 
Defigns  are  confined  within  the  poor  nar- 
row Bounds  of  your  Time;  when  you  die, 
in  that  Day  your  Thoughts  (hall  perifh,  all 
your  Imaginations  and  Purpofes,  and  Pro- 
vidences (hall  have  an  End  then,  they  reach 
no  further  than  that  Time,  and  if  you 
(hould  wholly  peri(h  too,  it  were  not  fo 
much  Matter:  But  for  all  your  Purpofes 
and  Projects  to  come  to  an  End,  when  you 
m  but  beginning  to  live,  and  enter  Eter* 
•  nity,  that  is  lamentable  indeed.  There- 
fore I  by,  confider  <#*hat  ye  are  doing, 
weigh  thefe  in  t  Ballance,  eternal  Life,  and 
the  prefent  Life,  if  there  were  no  more 


Difference,  but  the  Continuance  of  the 
one,  and  Shortnefs  of  the  other,  that  the 
Worlds  Handing  is  but  as  one  Day,  one 
Moment  to  Eternity,  that  ought  to  pre- 
ponderate in  your  Souls ;  do  we  not  here 
rlee  away  as  a  Shadow  upon  the  Moun- 
tains? Are  we  not  as  a  Vapour  that  a- 
fcends  and  for  a  little  Tfime  appears  a  (olid 
Body,  and  then  prefently  vaniiheth?  Do 
we  not  come  all  into  the  Stage  of  the 
World,  as  for  an  Hour  to  aft  our  Part  and 
be  gone ;  now  then,  what  is  this  to  endleft 
Eternity?  When  you  have  continued  as 
long  as  fince  the  World  began,  you  are  no 
nearer  the  End  of  it,  ought  not  that  fi- 
liate then  to  be  moft  in  your  Eyes,  how 
to  lay  up  a  Foundation*  for  the  Time  to 
come  ?  But  then  compare  the  Mifery  and 
Vexation  of  this  Life,  with  the  Glory  and 
Felicity  of  this  eternal  Life  ;  wliat  are  our 
Days?  But  few  and  full  of  Trouble. 
Or,  if  y«j  will  take  the  mort  biefled  fi- 
xate yocr  have  feen  or  heard  of  in  this 
World,  of  Kings  and  rich  Men,  and  help 
ali  the  Defects  of  it  by  your  Imaginations :  * 
Suppofe  unto  your  (elves  the  Height  and 
Pitch  of  Glory,  and  Abundance,  and  Power 
that  is  attainable  on  Earth,  and  when  your 
Fancy  hath  busked  up  fuch  a  Felicity,  com- 
pare it  with  eternal  Life:  O  how  will 
that  vanifti  out  of  your  Imaginations ;  If 
fo  be  you  know  any  thing  of  the  Life  ti 
come,  you  will  even  think  that  an  odious 
Comparifon,  you  will  think  all  that  earth- 
ly Felicity,  but  light  as  Vanity,  every 
Man  at  bis  befl  Eftate  if  altogether 
Canity.  Eternal  Life  will  weigh 'down 
eternally,  2  Cor.  iv.  17,  18.  O  but  it 
hath  an  eiceeding  Weight  in  it  felf ;  one 
Moment  of  it,  one  Hours  Pofleflion  and 
Tafte  of  it ;  but  then  what  (hall  the  end- 
lefs  Endurance  of  it  add  to  its  Weight? 
Now  there  are  many  that  prefume  they 
have  a  Right  to  eternal  Life.  « the  Jews 

did, 


j^tfe  tn  the  Scriptures,  and  hotv? 

w  think,  faith  he,  fhat  you  have  it,  |  ven  fo  it  is  this  Day ;  the  raoft  Part  have 


ink  well  that  you  think  'tis  only  to 
ndin  the  Scriptures,  hut  you  vainly 
bat  you  have  found  it  in  them :  And 
is  ihis  Reafon  of  it,  becaufe  you 
wt  come  to  me  that  yon  may  have 
ver.  40.  If  you  did  under  ftand 
x  meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  and  did 
ift  on  the  outward  Lettter  and  Or- 
»,  you  would  receive  the  Tefti- 
tiai  the  Scriptures  gives  of  me.  But 
you  hear  not  me  the  Father's  fub- 
IWord,  therefore  you  have  not  his 
abiding  in  you,  ver.  38.  There 
nothing  more  general  among  that 
t  than  a  vain  carnal  Confidence  and 
nptioa  of  being  God's  People, 
wing,  Intereft  in  the  Promife  of 
eternal,  as  it  is  this  Day,  in  the 
he  Cbkuch.  There  is  a  Multitude 
fre  Chriftans  only  in  the  Letter, 
lot  in  the  Spirit,  that  would  never 
:  any  Queftion  concerning  this  great 
having  eternal  Life,  and  fo 
queftioning  it,  they  come  to 
have  it,  and  by  Degrees  their 
oAures  and  Thoughts  about  this  a- 
i  to  the  Stability  ofibme  faigned  and 
g  Ferfwafion  of  it.  In  the  Old  Tef 
at  the  Lord  ftrikes  at  the  Roots  of 
s  TeifaraGons,  by  difcovering  unto 
0,  how  vain  a  thing  it  was,  and  how 
liaMbie  before  him,  to  have  an  ex- 
kl  Profeflion  of  being  his  People,  and 
or?  in  external  Ordinances  and  Privi- 
l  and  yet  to  neglett  altogether  the 
mg  of  their  Hearts  and  Confidences 
k  Lufts  and  Idol-fins,  and  to  make  no 
Icience  of  walking  righteoully  towards 
1 :  Their  Frofeffion  was  contradicted 
Mat  PraAice,  WiUye  Steal,  Murder, 
,  commit  Adultery,  and  jet  come  and 
<Ltpmy  Hcuje,  Jer.  vii.  8,  9.  Doth 
hit  by  as  much  as  if  I  had  given  you 
ny  to  do  ail  thefe  Abominations  ?    fi- 


at 
mot  . 

they 


no  more  of  Chriihanity  but  a  Name, 
they  have  (bme  outward  Privileges  of 
Baptifm,  and  hearing  the  Word,  and,  it 
in^y  be,  have  a  Form  of  Knowledge,  and 
a  Form  of  Worihip ;  but  in  the  mean 
Tune  they  are  not  baptized  in  Heart,  rhey 
aie  in  all  their  Converfation  even  conform- 
ed to  the  Heathen  World  ;  they  hateper- 
fonal  Reformation,  and  think  it  too  per- 
cife  and  needlefs ;  Now,  I  fay,  fuch  are 
many  of  you,  and  yet  ye  would  not  take 
well  to  have  k  queftioned,  whether  ye 
mall  be  Partakers  of  eternal  Life.'  You 
think  you  are  wronged  when  that  is  called 
in  Queftion.  Oh,  that  it  were  beyond  all 
Quertion  indeed.  But  know  afliiredly, 
That  you  are  but  Chriftians  in  the  Letter, 
in  the  Flelh,  and  not  in  rhe  Spirit ;  many 
of  you  have  not  fo  much  as  a  Form  of 
Knowledge,  havf  not  fo  much  as  the 
Letter  of  Religion :  You  have  heard  lbme 
Names  in  the  Preaching  9ften  repeated, 
us  Chrift,  and  God,  and  Faith,  and  Hea- 
ven, and  Hell,  and  you  know  no  more 
of  thefe  but  the  Name;  you  confider  not, 
and  meditate  not  on  them :  And  thofe  who 
know  the  Truth  of  the  Word,  yet  the 
Word  abideth  not,  nor  dwelled)  in  you  ; 
you  have  it  in  your  Mouth,  you  havt;  it 
in  your  Mind  or  Underftanding,  but  it  i* 
not  received  in  Love,  it  doth  not  dwell 
in  the  Heart,  Let  the  Word  of  Chrijt 
dwell  in  you  richly,  Col.  iii.  16.  You 
have  it  imprifoned  in  your  Minds,  and 
thut  up  into  a  Comer  where  it  is  ulelefc, 
and  can  do  no  more  but  witnefs  againft 
you,  and  fcarce  that :  As  the  Gentiles  in- 
carcerated and  detained  the  Truth  of  God, 
written  by  Nature  within  them,  in  Ui> 
Tighteoufhefs,  Rom.  i.  18.  So  do  many 
of  you  detain  the  Knowledge  of  his  Word 
in  Unrighteoulhefs,  it  hath  no  Place  in  rhe 
Heart,  gets  no  Liberty  and  Freedom  to 
walk  through  the  Affeftions,  and  lb  to 
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Chrift  is  folded  up  to  the  Scriptures* 


order  tbe  Converfarion  of  Men:    And 
therefore  the  moft   Part  of  Men  do  but 
'  faiKy  to  th-mfelves  an  Intereft  and  Right 
to  eternal  life,  you  think  it,  and  do  but 
think  it  \  it  is  but  a  ftrong  Imagination, 
i  that  hath  no  Strength  from  the  Grounds  of 
it,  no  Stability  from  any  Evidence  or  Pro- 
mife,  but  meerly  from  it  felf ;  or  it  is  but 
a  light  and  vain  Conjecture  that  hath  no 
Strength  in  it,  becaufe  there  is  no  Queftion 
or   Doubts  admitted  which  may  try  the 
Strength  of  it  -.  But  then  I  fuppofe  that  aMan 
could  attain  fome  anfwerable  walking,  that 
he  had  not  only  a  Form  of  Knowledge,  but 
fome  Reality  of  Praftice,fome  inward  Heat 
of  Affe&ion  and  Zeal  for  God  and  God- 
iinefs,  yet  there  is  one  thing  that  he  wants, 
and  if  it  be  wanting  will  fpoil  all :  And  it 
is  this  which  Chrift  reprovesjn  the  Jews, 
You  will  not  come  to  me  to  have  JLife  \ 
the  Scriptures  teftifie  of  toe,  but  you  re- 
ceive not  their  Teftimony.    Suppofe  a 
Man  had  as  much  Equity  and  Juftice  to- 
wards Men,  Piety  towards  God,  and  So- 
^briety  towards  himfelf,  as  can  be  found  a- 
mong  the    beft  of  Men ;  let  him  be  a 
diligent    Reader  of  the  Scriptures,    let 
him   love  them,  and  meditate  on  them 
Day  and  Night,  yet  if  he  do  not  come  out 
pf  himfelf,  and  leave  all  his  own  Righte* 
oufnefs  as  Dung  behind  him,  that  he  may 
be  found  in  Jefus  Chrift,  he  hath  no  Life, 
he  cannot  have  any  Right  to  Life  Eternal. 
You  may  think  this  a  ftrange   Afleruon, 
that  if  a  Man  had  the  Righteoufnefc  and 
Holinefs  of  an  Angel,  yet  he  could  not 
be  laved  without  denying  all   that,    and 
fleeing  to   Chrift  as   an  ungodly  Man: 
And  you  may  think  it  as  ftrange  a  Suppo- 
fal,  that  any  Perfon  that  reads  the  Scrip- 
cures,  and  walks  righteoully,  and  hath  a 
Zeal  towards  God,  yet  are  fuch  as  wjll 
not  come  to  Chrift,  and  will  not  hear  him 
whom  die  Father  hath  feat. 


But  the  firft  is  the  very  Subftance  of  - 
the  Golpel,  tfbere  is  no  other  Name  by 
which  Men  may  befaved,  but  by  Jefus  - 
Chrift,  Ads  iv.  12.     Life  Eternal  is  all  = 
within  him,  All  the  Treafures  of  Grace, 
andWifdom,  and  Knowledge,  are  feat-  : 
ed   in  him,  Col.  i.  19.  and  ii.  3.     All  " 
the  Light  of  Life  and  Salvation  is  imbodi-   " 
ed  in  this  Sun  of  Righteoufiiefs,  fince  the 
Eclipfe  of  Mans  Felicity  in  the  Garden. 
Adam  was  a  living  Soul,  but  he  loft  his 
own  Life,  and  killed  his  Pofterity.     Chrift 
Jefus  the   fecond  common  Man   in  the 
World  is  a  quickning  Spirit,  he  hath  not 
only  Life  in  himfelf,  but  he  gives  it  more 
abundantly :  And   therefore  you  have  it 
fo  often  repeated  in  John,  who  was  the 
Duciple  moft  acquainted  with  Chrift,  In 
him  wm>  Lift*  and  .tbe  Life    was*  the 
Light  of  Men,  John  i.  4.     And  be  is  tbe 
Bread  §f  Life,  that  gives  Ltfelo  tbe 
World',  John*  vi.  33,    35,    He   is  tbe 
Refurreftion  and  the  Life,  xi.  25.  and 
<fbe  Way,  tbe  truth,  and  Life,  xiv.  6. 
The   Scriptures  do  not  contain    eternal 
Life,  but  in  as  tar  as  they  lead  to  him  who 
is  Life,  and  whom  to  know  and  embrace 
is  Eternal  Life :  And  therefore  (faith  he  ) 
thefe  are  they  which  teftifie  of  me.     Man 
lived  immediately  in.God  when  he  was  in 
Innocency,  he  had   Life  in  himfelf  from 
God,  but  then  he  began  to  live  in  himfelf; 
without   Dependance  on  God  the  Fountain 
of  Life,  and  this-himfelf  being  interpofed 
between  God  and  his  Life,  it  evaniihed, 
even  as  a  Beam  by  the  intervening  of  any 
grofs  Body  between  it  and  the  Sun.     Now 
Man's  Light  and  Life  being  thus  eclipfed 
and  cut  off,  the  Lord  is  pleafc  d  to  let  all 
Fulnefs  dwell  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
tbe  Fulnefs  of  the  God- Head  dwelt  in 
him  bodily.    Col.  ii.  9.  that  fince  there 
was  00  Accefc  immediately  to  God  for 
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and  Life  eternal  ivith  Him. 
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■  Lite  <  a  darning  Fire,  and  Sword  of  Di- 
me Juftice  compalEiig  and  guarding  the 
Tree  of  Ufe,  left  Man  (hould  touch 
k)  d*re  might  be  accefi  to  God  in  a  Me- 
faior  like  unto  us,  that  we  might  come 
okim,  and  might  have  life  from  God  by 
k  Intervention  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Look  then   what  is  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
cues,  and  you  (hall  find  it  but  a  Letter  of 
Doth  and  Ministration  of  Condemnation 
wiaie  it  is  feparated  from  Him ;  Chrift 
b  the  very  Life   and  Spirit  of  the  Scrip- 
torts,  by    whole  vertue  they  quicken  our 
Souls ;  if  you  confider  the  perfect  Rule  of 
i    RgiteouXhefs  in  the  Law,  you  cannot  find 
■  Ue  there,  becaufe  you  cannot  be  confor- 
M  wtd  unto  it ;  the  holieft  Man  offends  in 
M  erery  thing,  and  that  holy  Law  being  vk> 
tad  in  any  thing  will  fend  thee  to  Heil 
with  a>  Curie,  Cur  fed  is  be  that  abides 
n§t  in  every  tfbing.    If  you  look  upon" 
the  Promiie  of  Life,  Do  this  and  live  \ 
What  coinfbrt  can  you  find  in  it,  except 
you  could  find  doing  in  your  felves :  And 
can  any     Man    living  find    fuch  exact 
Obedience  as  the  Law  requires.   There  is 
aMttake  among  many.  They  conceive, 
ihatrthe  Lord  cannot  but  be  well  pleafed 
with  them,  if  they  do  what  they  can : 
Jhit  be  not  deceived,  the  Law  of  God  re- 
quite* perfect  doing ;   it  will  not  com- 
found  with  thee,  and  come  down  in  its 
Terms;  aot  one  Jot  of  the  Rigour  oi  it  will 
be  remitted .  If  you  cannot  do  all  that  is 
commanded,  all  you  do  will  not  fatisfie 
that  promife  \   therefore    thou   muft  be 
turned  over  from  the  Promife  of  Life  to 
the  Curie,  and  there  thou  (halt  find  thy 
Name  written :  Therefore  it  is  abfolutely 
oeceflary,  that  Jefus  Chrift  be  made  under 
the  Law,  and  give  Obedience  in  all  things, 
even  to  the  Death  of  the  Crofs,  and  fo  be 
nude  a  Curie  for  us,  and  Sin  for  us,  even 
far  who  knew  oo  Sin  .  and  thus  in  him 


you  find  the  Law  fulfilled,  Juftice  fatisfied* 
and  God  pleafed ;  in  Him  you  find*  the 
Promife  of  Life  indeed  eftablifhed,  in  a 
better  and  furer  Way  than  was  firft  por- 
pounded,  you  find  Life  by  his  Death,  you 
find  Life  in  his  doing  for  you :  And  again, 
confider  the  Ceremonial  Law,  What  were 
all  thofe  Sacrifices  and  Ceremonies  ?  Did 
God  delight  in  them  ?  Could  he  favour 
their  Incenfe,  and  uveet  Smels,  and  eat 
the  Fat  of  Lambs,  and  be  pacified  ?  No, 
he  detefts  and  abhors  fuch  Imaginations. 
Becaufe  that  People  did  ftay  in  the  Letter, 
and  went  no  further  than  the  Ceremony ; 
he  declares,  that  it  was  as  great  Abomina- 
tion to  him  as  the  Offering  up  of  a  Dog : 
While  they  were  feparated  from  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  whom  his  Soul  refted,  and  was 
pacified,  they  were  not  Expiations,  but 
Provocations  -,  they  were  not  Propitiati- 
ons for  Sins,  but  Abominations  in  thjra- 
felves.  But  take  thefe  as  the  Shadows  of 
fuch  a  living  Subftance ;  take  them  as  Re- 
membrances of  him  who  was  to  come,  and 
behold  Jefus  Chrift  lying  in  thefe  Swadling- 
cloaths  of  Ceremonies,  until  the  Fulnefs 
of  Time  (hould  come  that  he  might  be 
manifefted  in  the  Flefh,  and  fo  you  (hall 
find  eternal  Life  in  thole  dead  Beafts,  in 
thofe  dumb  Ceremonies ;  if  you  confider 
this  Lamb  of  God  i lain  in  all  thefe  Sacri- 
fices, from  the  Beginning  of  the  World, 
then  you  prefent  a  fweet  (melling  Savour 
to  God,  then  you  offer  the  true  Propitia- 
tion for  the  -  Sins  of  the  World,  then  he 
will  delight  more  in  that  Sacrifice  than  all 
other  perfonal  Obedience. 

But  what  if  I  (hould  fay,  That  the  Got 
pel  it  felf  is  a  killing  Letter,  and  Ministra- 
tion of  Death,  being  fevered  from  Chrift  ? 
I  (hould  fay  nothing  amifs,  but  what  Paul 
fpeaketh,  that  his  Gofpel  was  a  Savour  of 
Death  to  many  ;  take  the  moft  powerful 
Preaching,  the  moft  fweet  Difcourfe,  the 
D  moft 
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Hovo  the  G'fpel  contains  Life. 


moft  plain  Writings  of  the  free  Grace  and 
SalvVion  in  the  Gofpel,  cake  all  the  Preach- 
ings of  Jefus  Chrift  himfclf  and  his  A- 
poftles,  and  you  (hall  not  find  Life  in  them, 
unlefs  ye  be  ted  by  that  Spirit  of  Chrift 
unto  himfelf,  who  is  the  Refurrtftion  and 
the  Life  :  It  wiU  no  more  iave  you  than' 
the  Covenant  of  Works,  unlets  that  Word 
abide  and  dwell  in  your  Hearts,  to  make 
you  believe  in  Him,  and  embrace  Him 
with  your  Souls,-  whom  God  hath  fent ; 
fuppofe  you  heard  all,  and  heard  it  glad- 
ly, and  learned  it,  and  could  difcourfe 
well  upon  it,  and  teach  others,  yet  if  you 
be  not  driven  out  of  your  (elves,  out  of 
your  own  Righteoufnefs,  as  well  as  Sins, 
and  purfued  to  this  City  of  Refuge,  Jefus 
Chrift,  you  have  not  eternal  Life.  Your 
Knowledge  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  your  Obedience  to1  God's  Law  will 
ceqainly  kill  you;  and  as  certainly,  as 
your  Ignorance  and  Difobedience,  unlefs 
you  have  embraced  in  your  Soul,  that 
gooJ  Thing  Jefus  Chrift  contained  in  thefe 
Truths,  who  is  the  Diamond  of  that  Gol- 
den Ring  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  unlets 
your  Soul  embrace  thefe  Promises  as  Soul- 
favine,  as  containing  the  chief  Good,  and 
worthy  of  all  Acceptation,  as  well  as 
your  Mind  receive  thefe  as  true  and  faith- 
ful Sayings,  i  TirnA.  15. 

Thus  ye  fee  Chrift  Jefiis  is  either  the 
Subject  of  all  in  the  Scriptures,  or  the  End 
of  it  all.  He  is  the  very  proper  Subjefl 
of  die  Gofpel:  Paul  knew-  nothing  but 
Chrift  crucified  in  his  Preaching;  and  he 
is  the  very  proper  Endtnd  Scope  of  the 
Lorn  fir  Rigbtecrufneff,Kom*i.  3.  All 
the  Preaching  of  a  Covenant  of  Works, 
all  the  Curies  and  Threatningsof  the  Bible, 
all  the  rigid  Exactions  of  Obedience,  all 
come  10  this  one  great  Defign ;  not  that 
we  may  fet  about  fucb  a  walking  to  pleafe 
God.  of  do  fomc  thing  to  pacific  Him,  but 


that  we  being  concluded  under  Sin  and 
Wrath  on  the  one  Hand,  and  an  impoffir 
bility  to  fave  our  felves  on  the  other  Hand, 
Gal.  iii.  22.  Rom.  v.  20,  31.  may 
be  purfued  unto  Jefus  Chrift  for  Righteouf 
nefs  and  Life,  who  is  both  able  to  fave 
us,  and  ready  to  welcome  us.  Therefore 
the  Gofpel  opens  the  Door  of  Salvation  in 
Chrift,  theLaw  is  behind  us  with  Fire  and 
Sword,  and  Deftruftion  purfuing  us ;  and 
all  for  this  End,  that  Sinners  may  come  to 
him  and  have  Life.  Thus  the  Law  is 
made  the  Pedagogue  of  the  Soul  to  lead  to 
Chrift,  Chrift  is  behind  us,  curfmg,  con* 
demning,  threatning  us,  and  He  is  before 
with  ftreatchedrouc  Arms  ready  to  receive 
us,  blefs  us,  and  iave  us,  inviting,  promi- 
sing, exhorting  to  come  and  have  Life. 
Chrift  is  on  Mount  Sinai,  delivering  the 
Law  with  Thunders,  ARs  vii.  38.  and 
"h*  is  on  Mount  Ziow,  in  the  calm  Voice ; 
He  is  both  upon  the  Mountain  of  Curlings, 
and  Bleflings,  and  on  both  doing  the  Pan 
of  a  Mediator,  Gal.  iii.  19,  20.  It  is 
Love  that  is  in  his  Heart  which  made  him 
firft  cover  his  Countenance  with  Frowns 
and  Threats,  and  'tis  Love  that  again  <Ji£ 
plays  it  felf  in  his  fmiling  Countenance. 
Thus  Souls  are  inclofcd  with  Love  pur- 
fuing,  and  Love  receiving :  And  thus  the 
Law  which  feems  moft  contrary  to  the 
Gofpel,  teftifies  of  Chrift,  it  gives  him 
this  Testimony,  that  except  Salvation  be  in 
him,  it  is  nowhere  elfe.  The  Law  fays. 
It  is  not  in  me,  feek  h  not  in  Obe- 
dience, I  can  do  nothing  but  deftray  you 
if  you  abide  under  my  Jurifcli&ion.  The 
Ceremonies  and  Sacrifices  fay,  if  you  can 
behold  the  End  of  this  Miniftry  ( if  a  Vail 
be  not  upon  your  Hearts,  as  it  was  on 
Mojes  Face,  2  Cor.  iii.  1 3,  14.)  you  may 
fee  where  it  is,  'tis  not  in  your  Obedience, 
but  in  the  Death  and  Suffering  of  the  Son 
of  Cod,  whom  we  reprefent.    Then  the 
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fp{  take^-all  thefe  Coverings  and  Vails  a- 
wzy,  ind  gives  a  plain  and  open  Tefti- 
cony  of  him,  There  is  no  Name  under 
Heaven  to  be  taxed  by,  but  Cbrift's. 
The  Old  Teftammt  fpake  by  Figures  and 
Spj,  as  dumb  Men  do,  but  the  New 
fpe4j  in  plain  Words,  and  with  open 
Fw.  Now  I  fay,  for  ail  this  that  there 
;  is ao  Salvation  but  in  him,  yet  many  Souls, 
m  only  thole  who  lire  in  their  grofs  Sins, 
tod  have  no  Form  at  Godlinefs,  but  even 
the  better  Sort  of  People,  that  have  fome 
Knowledge  and  Civility,  and  a  kind  of 
Zeal  foe  God,  yet  tbey  do  not  come  to 
hn  that  tbey  may  have  Life,  Rom.  x. 
i.8,  3-  tbey  do  not  fubmit  to  tbe  Rigb- 
mfftefr  of  God.  Here  is  the  March 
dot  divides  the  Ways  of  Heaven,  and 
Hell,  coming  to  Jefos  Chrift,  andfor- 
taking  out  fclves :  The  Confidence  of 
dxfe  Souls  is  chiefly  or  only  in  that  little 
Knowledge,  or  Zeal,  or  Profeffion  they 
have,  they  do  not  as  really  abhor  them- 
felres  for  their  own  Righteoufiiefs,  as  for 
their  Unrighteoulhefs,  they  make  that  the 
Covering  of  their  Nakednefsand  Filthinels, 
which  ts  .in  it  felf  as  menftruous  and  un- 
clean as  any  Thing.  It  is  now  the  very 
Propenfion  and  natural  Inclination  of  our 
Hearts,  to  ftand  upright  in  our  felves : 
Fm^bcws  a  Soul's  back.to  take  on  Chrift's 

Righfeoufiiefs,  but  Prefumption  litis  up 
a  Soul  upon  its  own  Bottom,  How  can  ye 
believe  that  feek  Honour  one  of  another  * 
1%e  Engagements  of  the  Soul  to  its  own 
Credit  or  Eftimation,  the  Engagements  of 
Self-Love,  and  Self-honour,  do  lift  up  a 
Soul,  that  it  cannot  fobmit  to  God's  Righ- 
teoufhefs,  to  Righteoufoefs  in  another. 
And  therefore  many  do  dream  and  think 

that  they  have -eternal  Life,   who   (hall 

awake  in  the  End,  and  find^that  it  was 

but  a  Dream,  a  Night-fancy. 

Now  from  all  this,  I  would  enforce 

lbs  Duty  upon  your  Continences,  to  fearch 


the  Scriptures,  if  you  think  to  have  eternal 
Life,  fearch  them,   if  you  would  know 
Chrift,  whom  to  know  is  eternal  Lite; 
then  again  fearch  them,  for  thefe  are  they 
that-teftifie  of  him.      Searching  import* 
Diligence,  much    Diligence,  'tis  a  ferious 
Work,  'tis  not  a  common  feeking  of  ail 
eafie  and  common  Thing,  but  'tis  a  Search 
and  Scrutiny  tor  fome  hidden  Thug,  for 
fomc  fpecial  Thing.  'Tis  not  bare  reading 
of  the  Scriptures  that  will   anfwer   this 
Duty,  except  it  be  diligent  and  daily  read- 
ing, and  'tis  not  that  alone,  except  the  Spi- 
rit within   meditate  on    them,   and  by 
Meditation  accomplish  a  diligent    Search. 
There  is  fome  hidden  Secret  that  that  you 
muft  fearch  for,  that  is  inclofed  within 
the  Covering  of  Words,  and  Sentence, 
there  is  a  Myftery  of  Wifdom  that  you 
muft  apply  your  Hearts  to  fearch  out, 
EccL  vii.  5.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Treafure 
that  is  'hid  in   this  Field,  P  a  precious 
Treafure  of  eternal   Life  1    Now  then. 
Souls,  fearch  into  the  Fields  of  the  Scrip, 
tures,  Prov.   ii.    4.  for  him  as  for  hid 
Treafure.    It  is  not  only  Truth  you  mud 
feek  and  buy,  and  noiJM  it,  but  'tis  Life 
you  would  fearch  :  hWis  an  Objed  that 
may  not  only  take  up  your  Underftand- 
ings,  but  fatisfie  your  Hearts.     Think  not 
.  you  have  found  all  when  you  have  found 
the  Truth  there,  and  learned  it :  No,  cx- 
[  cept  you  havefourid  Life  there,  you  have 
found  nothing,. mi  have  milled  theTrea- 
1  fure.    If  you  would  profit  by  the  Scrip* 
tures,  you  muft  bring  both  your  Under- 
!  {landings  and  your  Affections  to  them,  and 
I  depart  not  till  they  both  return  full:  If 
you  bring  your  Understanding  to  feek  the 
Truth,  you  may  find  Truth,  but  not  truly : 
You  may  find  it,  but  you  are  not  found  of 
it :  You  may  lead  Truth  captive,  and  in- 
ctofe  it  in  a  Prifon  of  your  Mind,  and  en» 
compafs  u  about  with  a  Guard  of  corrupt 
D  *  AT* 
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tioris,  that  it  (hall  hare  no  Iflue,  no  out 
going  to  the  Reft  of  your  Souls  and  Ways, 
and  no  Influence  on  them ;  you  may  know 
the  Truth,  but  you  are  not  known  of  it, 
and  brought  in  Captivity  to  the  Obedience 
of  it.  The  Treafure  that  is  hid  in  the 
Scriptures  is-  Jefus  Chrift,  whofe  intire 
and  perfect  Name  is,  fPay>  Zrutb,  a nd 
SAfe*  He  is  a  living  Truth  and  true 
Life :  Therefore  Chrift  is  the  adequate 
Objed  of  the  Soul,  commenfurable  to  all 
k$  Faculties*  He  has  Truth  in  him  to  &- 
tisfie  the  Mind,  and  has  Life  and  Good- 
nefs  in  him  to  fatiate  the  Heart  i  There- 
fore if  thou  wouldft  find  Jefus  Chrift, 
bring  thy  whole  Soul  to  feek  htm,  as 
Paul  exprefleth  it.  He  is  true  and  faith- 
ful, and  worthy  of  all  Acceptation,  then 
bring  thy  Judgment  to  find  the  Light  of 
Truth,  and  thy  AffWtions  tpimbrace  lite 
Life  of  Goodnefs  that  is*  in  him.  Now, 
€s  much  as  ye  find  of  him,  lb  much  have 
ye  profited  Jn  the  Scriptures :  if  you  find 
commands  there  which  ,you  cannot  obey, 
fearch  again,  and  you.  may  find  Strength 
under  that  Command ;  dig  a  little  deeper, 
and  you  (hall  tori  Jeius  the  End  of  an 
impoffible  Comrauid:  And  when  you 
have  found  him,  you  have  found  Life  and 
Strength  Ko  .obey,  and  you  have  found  a 
propitiation  and  Sacrifice  for  tranfgrefling 


and  not  obeying.  If  you  find  Curfes  in  it, 
Search  again,  and  you  mall  find  Jefus 
Chrift  under  that,  made  a  Curfe  for  us ; 
you  thall  find  him  the  End  of  the  Curie. 
for  Righteoufhefs  to  every  one  that  be* 
lieves.  When  you  know  all  the  Letter 
of  the  Scripture,  yet  you  muft  fearch  inta 
the  Spirit  of  it,  that  it  may  be  imprinted 
into  ypur  Spirits :  All  you  know  doe*  you 
no  good  but  as  'tis  received  in  Love,  un- 
lefs  your  Souls  become  a  living  EpifUe, 
and  the  Word  without  be  written  on  the 
.Heart,  you  have  found  nothing.  As  for 
you  that  cannot  read  the  Scriptures,  if  it 
be  pofCble,  take  that  Pains  to  learn  to  read 
thpm.  O  if  you  knew  what  they  contain 
and  whom  they  bear  Withefs  of,  you 
would  have  little  Quietnefs  till  you  could 
read,  at  leaft  his  Love-eptftles  to  Sinners: 
And  if  you  cannot  learn,  be  not  dilcou* 
raged,  but  if  your  Defires  within  be  fer- 
vent, your  Endeavours  to  hear  it  read  by 
others  will  be  more  earned.  But  it  is  not 
fo  much  the  reading  of  much  of  it  that 
profiteth,  as  the  pondering  of  thefe  Tilings 
in  your  Hearts,  and  digefting  them  by  fre- 
quent Meditation,  till  they  become  the 
Food  of  the  Soul:  This  was!  David's 
Way,  and  by  this  he  grew  to  the  Stature 
of  a  tall  and  well-bodycd  Christian. 


Eph.  11.  20.     And  butldecL  upon 

BElievers  are  the  Temple  of  the  Hting 
God,  in  which  he  dwells  and  walks :* 
3  Cor.  vi.  1 6*.  Every  one  of  them  is  a 
little  San&uary  and  Temple  to  his  Maje- 
"fty ,  Sanftifie  the  Lord  of  Hofis  in  your 
Hearts ;  though  he  be  the  liigh  and  lofty 
One  that  inhabits  Eternity,  yet  he  is  pleaf 
ed  to  come  down  to  this  poor  Cottage  of 
a  Creature's  Heart,  and  dwell  in  it :  Is  not 
'this  as  great  a  humbling  and  condefcend* 
tng,  for  the  Father  t»  come  down  off  hi* 


the  Foundation  of  the  ApoWeSy  &c. 
Throne  of  Glory,  to  the  poor  bafeFbot- 
ftool  of  the  Creature's  Soul,  as  for  the  Son 
to  come  down  in  the  State  of  a  Servant; 
and  become  in  the  Form  of  finful  Flelh. 
But  then  he  is  a  Temple  and  Sandtuary  to 
them,  andbejballbetoyou  a>Sandfuary, 
Ifa.  visa,  a  Place  of  Refuge,  a  fecret 
biding  Place.  Now,  -as  every  one  is  a 
little  feparated  rethed  Tfcraple,  fo  they 
all  conjoyned*  make  up  one  Temple,  one 
vifibfe  Body  in  Which  he  dwells :  There- 
fore 
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fere  Peter  calls  them  living  Stones,  built 
^  into  a  fpiritual  Houfe  to  God,  i  Pet. 
1 5.  All  thefe  little  Temples  makeup 
a*  Houfe  and  Temple,  fitly  joyned  to- 
jiber,  in  which  God  (hews  manifeft 
^ns  of  his  Prefeoce  and  working:  Un- 
to this  the  Apoftie  in  this  Place  alludes. 
The  Communion,  and  Union  of  Chrifti- 
235  with  God,  is  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that 
til  the  Relations-  and  Points  of  Conjundti- 
u  n  the  Creatures  are  taken  to  refembie 
r,  and  hold  it  out  to  us.  We  are  Citi- 
wu,  faith  he,  and  Domefticks,  Houjbdd 
Hen,  and  fi>  dwell  in  his  Houfe;  and  then. 
wtere  bis  Houfe  befide :  Now  ye  know 
tee  are  two  principal  Things  in  a  Houfe, 
de  Foundation  and  the  Comer-Stone; 
Ac  one  fupports  the  building,  the  other 
Kites  it,  and  holds  it  together:  Thefe  two 
fans  c£  Ms  fpiritual  building  are  here 
Bomed  at :  The  Foundation  of  every 
ptrticuJar  Stone,  and  of  the  whole  Buil- 
dmg  is  the  Dodtrine  of  the  Prophets  and 
Apoftie*  as  holding  out  Jefus  Chrift  to 
Souls,  the  Rock  on  which  our  Houfe 
ftaii  be  builded :  Not  the  Apoftles,  or 
Prophets,  far  lels  Paftors  and  Teachers 
fr«-»  -9  for  they  are  but*  at  beft,  Workers 
together  with  God  and  imployed  in  the 
feuiidui&  of  the  Houfe  ;  nor  yet  their  Doc- 
trine, butas.it  holds  out  that  true  Founda- 
tion that  God  had  laid  ia  SUn,  Ifa.  xxviii. 
wimcb  is  Jefiis  Chrift,  for  other.  Foundati- 
on can  no  Man  lay .  And  then  the  Corner 
Hone  is  that  fame  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
reaches  from  the  Bottom  even  to  the  Top 
of  the  Building,  and  immediately  touches 
every  Stone,  and  both  quickens  it  in  it 
fc£  and  unites  them  together. 

Well  then,  -here  is  a  fure  Foundation 
to  build  our  eternal  Happinefs  upon,  the 
Word  of  God  that  endures  for  ever  holds 
it  out  to  us  :  All  Men  are  building  upon 
fcmething,  ever/  Man  is  about  fome  £- 
fiJUifiunent    of  his   Hope*,   lays  fome. 


Foundation  of  his  Confidence,  which  he 
may  ftand  upon.  They  are  one  of  the  two 
that  Chrift  ipeaks  of:  Luke  vi.  46.  One- 
builds  on  the  Rock,  another  on  the.  Sand: 
Now  as  the  Foundation  is,  fo  is  the  Houfct 
a  changeable  Foundation  makes  a  falling 
Houfe,  a  fure  Foundation  makes  an  un- 
changeable Houfe ;  a  Houfe  without .  a- 
Foundation  will  prove  quickly  no  Houfe, 
now  whatfoever  Men  build,  their  Hope 
and  Confidence  upon,,  befide  the  Word  of 
God,  his  fure  Promife  and  fure  Covenant, 
and  Jefos- Chrift  in  them,  they  build  upon 
no  Foundation,  or  upon  a  fandy  Foundati- 
on. u4U  Ftejb  is  Grafs,  and  the  Flower 
and  Perfection  of  it  is  as  the  Flower  of 
the  Field,  here  is  the  Name  and  Character 
of  all  created  Perfections,  of  the  moft  ex- 
cellent Endowments-  of  Mind,  of  all  the 
fpeciousA&ions  of  Man,  'tis  allbutv^nilh- 
ing  and  Vanity,  every  Man  at  his  beft  Eftate 
is  fuch,  yea  altogether  fuch:  You  who 
have  no  more  to  build  upon  but  your  Pro- 
fperity  and  Wealth,  O  that  is  bu*  Sand  and 
Dung ;.  would  any  Man  build  a  Houfe 
upon  a  Dung-hill.  You  who  have  no  o  - 
ther  Hope,  but  in  your  own  good  Prayers,, 
and  Meanings,  your  own  Reformations, 
and  Repentances,  your  Profeffions,  and 
Pra&ifes,  know  this,  that  your  Hope  is 
like  a  Spider's  Houfe,  like  the  Web  that 
(he  hath  laborioufly  exercifed  her  felf  a- 
bout  all  the  Week  over,  and  then  when 
you  lean  upon  that  Houfe  it  fhall  fall 
through,  and  not  (uftain  your  Weight : 
Whatfoever  it  be,  befide  this  living  Stone 
jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  very  Subftance  of 
the  Word,  and  Promifes,  it  /hall  imoubt- 
edly  prove  thy  Shame,. and  Cbnfuiion  : 
But  behold  the  Oppofition  the  Prophet 
makes  between  the  Word  and  thefe  o- 
ther  Things,  the  IVord  of  our  God /ball 
fiand  for  ever,  Ifa.  xl.  6,  7,  8.  And. 
therefore  Peter  makes  it  an  incorruptible- 
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Seed  of  which  Believers  are  begotten, 
i  Peter  \;  23.  It  is  the  unchangeable 
Truth  and  immutable  Faithfulness  of  God 
that  makes  his  Word  fo  Cure,  'tis  build- 
*d  up  to  the  Heavtns.  Therefore  the 
Pfalmift  often  commends  the  Word  of 
Lord  as  a  tryed  Word,  as  purified  feven 
times,  h  hath  endured  the  Try al  and  Proof 
of  all  Men,  of  all  Temptations,  of  all  Ge- 
aerations,  it  hath  often  been  put  in  the  Fur- 
nace of  Questions,  and  Doubtings  \  it  hath 
often  been  tryed  in  the  Fire  of  Afflictions, 
but  it  came  forth  like  pure  Gold,  without 
Dfofi.  This,  is  Faith's  Foundation,  God 
batbfpoktn  in  bis  Holinefs,  and  there- 
fore, though  all  Men  be  Liars,  yet  God 
will  be  found  true ;  he  deceives  none, 
and  is  deceived  of  none.  The  Lord  hath 
taken  a  Latitude  to' himfelf  in  his  Working, 
he  loves  to  (hew  his  Sovereignty  in  much 
of  that ;  and  therefore  he  changes  it  in 
Men,  and  upon  Men  as  he  pleafcth,  yet 
he  hathcondefcended  to  limit  and  bound 
himfelf  by  his  Word,  and. in  this  to  (hew 
his  Faithfulnefc.-  And  therefore,  though 
Heaven  and  Earth  (hould  pafs  away, 
though  he  (hould  annihilate  this  World, 
and  create  new  ones,  yet  not  one  Jot  of 
his  Tfordjball  fail.  The  Earth  is  efta- 
bliihed  fore,  though  it  hath  no  Foundation, 
for  the  Word  of  his  command  fupports  it : 
And  yet  a  Believer's  Confidence  is  upon 
a  furer  Ground.  <tboit&b  the  Earth  (bould 
be  removed,  yet  it  cannot  pafs  or  fail, 
faith  our  Lord:  And  therefore  thp 
Pfalmift  ufeth  to  boaft  in  God,  That 
though  the  Earth  were  moved,  and  the 
floods  lifted  up  tbeir  Voice \yet  be  would 
not  fear,  becaufe  his  Foundation  was  un- 
(haken  for  all  that ;  the  Word  is  not  mov* 
«d,when  tie  World  is  moved^nd  therefore 
he  was  not  moved :  The  World's  Stability 
depends  upon  a  Word  of  Command,  but 
our  Salvation  depends  on  a  Word  of  Pro- 
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mife.     Now,  ye   know,  Promiics  put  an    . 
Obligation  upon  the  Perfon,  which  Com-    ; 
mands  do  not :  A  Man  may  change  his 
Commands  as  he  pleafes  to  his  Children  ^ 
or  Servants,, but  he  may  not  change  his  ~ 
Promifes,  therefore  the  Promifes  of  God  ~ 
put  an  Obligation  upon  him,  who  is  Truth   ; 
itfelf,  not  to  fail  in  Performance  ;  or  ra- 
ther he  is  to  himfelf,  by  his  unchangeable    3 
Will  and  good  Pleafure,  by  his  Faithfol- 
nefs  and  Truth,  an  obliging  and  binding 
Law :  When  no  Creature  could  fet  Bounds 
to  him,   he  tnclofes  himfelf  within  the 
Bounds  of  Promifes  to  us,  and  gives  all 
Flefh  Liberty  to  challenge  him   if  he  be 
not  faithful. 

Now  all  the  Promifes  of  God  are  yea. 
and  Amen,  in  Jefus  Cbrifl,  that  is  efta- 
blilhed,  and  confirmed  in  him :  Chrift  is 
the  Surety  of  them,  and  fo  the  Certainty 
and  Stability  of  them  depends  upoa  Him, 
at  leaft  to  our  Senfe ;  for  God  in  all  his 
Dealingcondtfcendstoour  Weaknefs,  that 
we  jnay  have  ftrong  Confolation ;  a  Por- 
mife might  (uffice  to  ground  our  Faith,  but 
he  addeth  an  Oath  to  his  Promife,  and 
He  takes  Chrift  Surety  for  the  Perform- 
ance ;  and  therefore  Chrift  may  be  called 
the  Truth  indeed,  the  fubftantial  Word 
of  God,  for  he  is  the  very  Subftanceof 
the  written  and  preached  Word  ;  and  then 
he  is  the  Certainty  and  Aflurance  of  it,  the 
Scriptures  teftifie  of  him,  and  lead  us  to 
this  Rock  higher  than  we,  to  build  upon, 
and  againft  this  the  Gates  of  Hell  cannot 
prevail :  If  the  Word  lead  not  a  Soul  into 
Chrift  himfelf,  that  Soul  hath  no  Founda- 
tion ;  though  thou  hear  the  Word,  though 
thou  know  the  Word,  yea,  fuppofe  tfiou 
couWft  teach  others,  and  inftrutf  the  Igno- 
rant, yet  all  that  will  be  no  Foundation, 
as  good  as  none,  except  thou  do  it ;  and 
What  is  it  to  do  the  Word  ?  But  believe 
in  him  whom  the  Word  testifies  of;  this 
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Work  of  God,  to  refign  thy  Soul  to 
terries,    and  Merits,  and  have  no 
fence  in  the  Flefti :  To  fcrape  out 
v  Rubbiih  of  Works  and  Pertbrm- 
(  and   Parts,  out  of  the  Foundation, 
Sngiy  to  roll,  thy  Soul's  Weight  upon 
;  Promifes,  and  Chrift  s  Purchafe  ; 
*,  wkh  Paul*  on  all  Things  befide, 
e,  and  about  thee,  as  Dung  and  Drofi, 
boa  can  lean  na  Weight  upon,  and  to 
?e  that    Dungjhill  from  the  Founda- 
t thy  Hope,  that  Jefus  Chrift  may 
tody  Foundation  of  thy  Soul,  as 
loth  laid  him  in  the  Church  for  a 
•owdauon,  &bat  tvbofb  believetb  t» 
my  not  be  ajbamed:  Whatever  be- 
a  Soul  be  eftabttihed  on,  though  it 
I  very  fetid  and  the  Soul  be  fettled 
(bed  upon  it,  yet  a  Day  will  come 
wiiY  uofaile  that  Souk  and  raze  that 
■dawn  ;  either  it  (hall  be  now  obne 
ly  Cbn&ence,  or  it  muft  be  done  at 
ph,  when  that  great  Terapeft  of  God's 
patios  tfiall  blow  from  Heaven  a- 
lafl  Undghteouiheis  of  Mea,   in  the 

of  Accounts,  then  (hall  thy  Houfe 
wai  the  Fall  of  it  (hall  be  greJt  Bur 
■A  eftabhihed  upon  the  Hire  Promifes, 
agon  Chrift,  in  whom  they  are  Tea, 

Amen*  mall  abide  that  Storm,  and 
hm  Dkj  have  Confidence  before  God, 
ft  wherewith  to  anfwer,  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Challenges  of  Divine  Juftice,  and 

Aceufations  of  Confidence,  He  thai 
fj  in  Mm  Jbaii  be  as  Mount  Sion, 
icb  cmaiQt  be  moved.  You  fee  all 
iogs  elfc  change,  and  therefore  Mens 
yea  and  Joys  periih  ;  even  here,  the 
iff  *»«  and  Revolutions  of theTimes 
fermines  their  Confidence,  and  Joy ; 
!  the  Blafts  of  the  Northern  Wind  of 
ftftoo  blows  away  their  Hopes. 
Now  as  Chrift  is.  the  Foundation*  fo 
klbeCoaiec-Aoneofthe  Building:  It 


is  Chrift  who  hath  removed  that  Partition 
'  Wall  between  Jews  and  Gentiles,  even 
the  Ceremonies  of  the  one,  and  the  Aihe* 
ifin  of  the  other:  He  is  our  Peace,  who 
hath  made  two  one.'    Tne  two  Sides  of 
the  Houfe  of  God  are  united  by  this  Cor- 
ner-ftone  Jefiis  Chrift.    Thus  we,  who 
were  the  Temples  of  Satan,  are  made  the 
Temples  of  God ;   thus  poor  Stranger- 
Gentiles,  w.ho  had  no  Intereft  in  the  Co- 
venant of  Promifes,  come  to  (hare  with 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  to  be 
founded  upon  the  Doctrine  of  the  Prophets, 
who  taught  xhzjewijb  Church:  Chrift  is 
the  Bond  of  Christians;  this  is  the  Head 
into  which  all  the  Members  mould  grow 
up  into  a  Body.     Diftance  of  Place,  Dif- 
ference of  Nations,  Diftin&ion  of  Lan- 
guages, all  thefe  cannot  fepara^e  the  Mem- 
"bers  of  Jefus    Chrift;    they  are   more 
one,  though  confifting  of  divers  Nations, 
Tongues,  and  Cuftoms,  and  Diipofitions, 
than  the  People  of  one  Nation,  or  Chil-' 
dren  of  one  Family ;  for  one  Lord,  one 
Spirit,  unites  all :  Alas,  that  all  are  not 
united  in  Affection,  andjudgment  v  why 
do  the  Sides  of  this  Houfe  contend,  and 
wreftle  one  againft  another  ?    When  there 
is  fuch  a  Corner-ftone  joyning  them  to* 
gether?    Are  not  there  many  Chrilfians 
who  cannot  endure  to  look  upon  one  an- 
other, who  are  yet  both  placed  in  one 
.  building  of  the  Temple  of  God?    Alas, 
this  is  fad  and  fhamefull !     But  that  which 
I  I  would  especially  have  obferved  in  this^s, 
I  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  fuch  a  Foundation  that 
reacheth  throughout  the  whole  Building, 
and  immediately  toucheth  every  Stone  of 
the  Building.;   'tis  fuch  a  Foundation  as 
rifeth  from  the  Bottom  to  the  Top ;  and 
therefore  Jefus  Chrift  is  both  the  Author 
and  Finiiher  of  our  Faith,  the  Beginning 
and  the  Fjid ;,  the  firft  Stone  and  the  laft 
Stone  of  ou$ -Building  muft  rile  upon  him* 


T 


Chrtji  the  Foundation,  and  Gorner-ftone. 


and  by  him  ;  the  leaft  Degree  of  Grace,  I  (hall  be  made  new,  that  Letter  made  Spirit ,: 
and  the  greateft  Perfection  of  it,  both  are  in  J  and  life :  Such  are  the  Words  that  Chrift  * 
him;  and  therefore  Chriftians  mould  be  moil  |  /peaks.     But  yet  there  are  many  who  do  * 


dependent  Creatures,  dependent  in  their 
firft  Being,  and  in  after  Well-being  in,  their 
be  ng,  and  growing,  wholly  dependent 
upon  Chrift,  that  out  of  bis  Fulnefs  tbey 
may  receive  Grdce,  and  then  more  Grace 
for  Grace,  that  all  may  appear  to  be  Grace 
indeed.  Now  I  befeech  yoo,  my  belov- 
ed in  the  Lord,  to  know  whereupon  ye 
are  builded,  or  ought  to  bebuilded.  There 
are  two  great  Errors  in  the  Time,  take 
Jieedpf  them,  one  is theDo&pine of  fome, 
and  another  is  the  Practice  of  the  moft 
Pan :  Some  do  prefer  their  own  Fancies, 
and  Night-dreams,  andthe  Imaginations  of 
their  own  Heart  to  the  Word  of  God,  and 
upon  pretence  of  Revelationi  of  new  Light, 
do  caft  a  Mift  upon  that  Word  of  God, 
wtiich  is  a  Light  that  hath  mined  from  the 
Beginning.  Be  not  deceived,  buttrythe 
Spirits  whether  they  be  of  God,  or  not. 
There  are  many  pretend  to  much  of  the 
Spirit,  and  therefore  cry  out  againft  the 
Word,  as  Letter,  as  Flejb :  But,  my 
Brethren^ieve  not  every  Doftrine  that 
calls  it  felf  a  Spirit,  that  Spirit  is  wt  of 
God  that  bears  not  God's  Foice,  as  Chrifl 
reafoneth  againft  the  Jews ;  feek  ye 
more  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  which 
lie  promifeth,  who  is  a  Spirit  that  teach- 
«th  all  Things,  and  bringeth  to  Remem- 
brance theft  bWTed  Sayings,  and  leads 
•us  in  all  Truth  :  It  fhali  be  both  fafeft  and 
fweeteft  to  you  to  meditate  on  that  Word 
of  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles,  and  the  En- 
trance into  it  (hall  give  you  Light :  An  old 
Light  which  was-from  the  .Beginning,  and 
therefore  a  true  Light,  (for  all  Truth  is 
Eternal;  )  and  yet  a  new  Light  to  your 
•Senfe  and  Feeling:  It's  both  an  old  Com- 
mand, and  a  new  'Command ;  an  olc( 
Word,  and  a -new  Word;  if  thou  fearch 
m  bjtbe  SpirusIatpirmoQ,  that  old  Word 


not  rejeft  the  Scriptures  in  Judgment,  who 
notwithftanding  do  not  build  on  them  in 
Practice :  Alas,  it  may  be  faid  of  the  mod 
Part  of  profeffed  Chriflians  among  us,  that 
they  are  not  builded  upon  the  Foundation 
of  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles,  but  upon 
the  Sayings  of  fallible  and  weak  Men  • 
What  ground  have  many  of  you  for  your 
Faith,  but  becaufe  the  Minifter  faith  fp, 
you  beheve  fo  ?  The  mofl  Pan  live  m 
an  implkite  Faith,  and  pratfife  that  in 
themfelves  which  they  condemn  in  the 
Papifts.  You  do  not  labour  to  fearchi 
the  Scriptures,  that  upon  that  Foundation 
you  may  build  your  Faith  in  the 
questioned  Truths  of  this  Age,  that  fo  you 
may  be  able  fb  anfiver  to  thofe  that  ask 
ajRcafon  of  the  Faith  that  is  in  you.  AJas, 
Ample  Souls,you  believe  every  Thing,  and 
yet  really  believe  nothing,  becaufe  you 
believe  not  the  Word,  as  the  Word  of 
the  living  God,  but  take  it  from  Men  up- 
on their  Authority  *  Therefore  when  a 
Tempt&ion  cometh,  when  any  gainfiy- 
ings  of  the  Truth,  you  cannot  ftand  againft 
it,  becaufe  your  Faith  hath  no  Foundation, 
but  the  Sayings  of  Men,  or  A&s  of  AP 
femblies.  And  therefore  as  Men  whom 
you  truftwith  holding  out  Light  unto  you, 
hold  out  Darkneft  ihftead  of  Light,  you 
embrace  that'Darknefi  alio:  But,  I  be- 
feech you,  be  builded  upon  the  Foundati- 
on of  the  Prophets,  and '  Apoftles,  not 
upon  them,  but  upon  mat  whereon  they 
were  builded,  the  infallible  Truths  of  God. 
You  have  the  Scriptures,  Search  them  ; 
fince  you  have  reafonable  Souls,  Search 
them :  Other  Mens  Faith  will  not  fave  ; 
you  cannot  fee  to  walk,  to  Heaven  by 
other  Mens  Light,  more  than  you  can 
fee  by.  their  Eyes :  You  liave  Eyes  of 
jour  owOt  Souls  of  your  owe  fubordi- 


What  the  Scriptures  principally  teach. 
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t*  to  none  but  the  God  of  Spirits,  and 
lad  of  Confidences  of  JefusChrift;  And 
ircfbre  examine  all  chic  is  fpoken  to  you 
fan  the  Word,  according  tQ  the  Word, 


and  receive  no  more  upon  Trull  front 
Men,  but  as  you  find  it,  upon 'Trial  t# 
be  the  Truth  of  God. 


iTm.  i-  *3-    Holdfafl  that  Form 
if  me,  in  Faith,  and  Love,  &c. 

HEre  is  the  Sum  of  Religion ;  here 
you  have  aCompendoftheDoftrine 
I  sf  die  Scriptures  :  All  Divine  Truths  may 
\l  le  reduced  ro  thefe  two  Heads.  Faith,  and 
a  Im ;  What  we  ought  to  believe,  aad 
lihwe  ought  to  do :  This  is  ail  the 
I  fapurea -teach*  and  this  is  all  we  have  to 
ten.  What  have  we  to  know,  but  what 
fed  huh  revealed  of  Himfelf  to  us?  And, 
ghat  hare  we  to  do,  4>ut  what  he  com- 
mands us?  In  a  word,  What  have  we  to 
lemn  ia  this  World,  but  to  believe  in 
CfcriA,  and  Jove  Him,  and  fo  live  to 
ffin  ?  This  is  the  Duty  of  Man,  and  this 
vine  Dignity  of  Man,  and  the  Way  to 
cteraal  Life  :  Therefore  the  Scriptures, 
4at  are  given  to  be  a  Lamp  to  our  Feet, 
and  a  Guide  to  our Paths contain  a  perfeft 
aad  aad  Rule,  credendorum  Qffacien- 
donan,  of  Faith,  and  Manners ;  of  Doc- 
trine, and  PraAice.  We  have  in  the 
Scriptures  many  Truths  revealed  to  us  of 
God,  md  of  die  Works  of  his  Hands  ; 
many  precious  Truths:  But  that  which 
sdoeI  of  all  concerns  us,  is  to  know  God 
sod  our  ielves ;  this  is  the  fpecial  Excel- 
lency of  the  reasonable  Creature,  that  it  is 
made  capable  to  know  its  Creator,  and  to 
aefleft  upon  its  own  Being.  Now,  we 
knt  co  know  our  felves,  What  we  are 
aow.  and  what  Man  once  was  -,  and  ac- 
cordingly, to  know  of  God,  what  he  once 
reveakd  of  himfelf,  and  what  he  doth 
now  reveal:  1  lay,  the  Scriptures  hold 
sir  io  our  Cotfidcrauoo  a  twofold  Eftate 


of  found  Words,  which  tbou  baft  heart 

of  Mankind,  and  according  to  thefe,  a  two* 
fold  Revelation  of  the  Myftery  of  God :  - 
We  look  on  Man  now,  and  we  find-hint 
another  Thing  than  he  was  once ;  but  we 
do  not  find  God  one  Thing  at  one  Time; 
and  another  Thing  at  another  Time; 
for  there  is  no  Shadow  of  Change  in  him. 
and,  He  is  the  fame  Yep  er day,  and  to 
Day,  and  for  ever :  Therefore  we  ask 
not,  What  he  was,  and  what  he  is  now, 
but  how  he  manifefts  himfelf  differently, 
according  to  the  different  Eftates  of  Man  ; 
as  we  find  in  the  Scriptures,  Man  once 
righteous  and  blefled,  Ecclef  vii.  29. 
and  God  making  him  fuch  according  to  his 
own  Image,  CoL  ui.  10.  Efb.  iv.  24. 
in  jRigbteoufnefs  and  true  Holinefs ; 
we  find  him  in  Communion  and  Friend- 
ship with  God,  fet  next  to  the  Divine  Ma- 
jefty,  and  above  the  Works  of  his  Hand, 
and  all  Things  under  his  Fact :  How  ho- 
ly was  he?  And  how  happy  ?  And  hap- 
py he  could  not  chufe  but  be,  fince  he  was 
holy,  being  conformed,  and  like  unto 
God  in  his  Will,  and  Affedion,  choofing 
that  fame  Delight,  that  fame  Plealiire  with 
God,  in  his  Understanding,  knowing  God 
and  his  Will ;  and  likewife,  his  own  Hap* 
pinefi:  In  fuch  a  Conformity,  he  could 
not  but  have  much  Cornmunion  with  him, 
that  had  fuch  ConfbAty  to  him,  U- 
nioa  being  the  Foundation  of  Communion, 
and  great  Peace  and  ibiid  Tranquility  isa 
him. 


* 


Now 
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What  Man  now  is. 


Now,  jn  this  State  of  Mankind  Godex- 
prefles  his  Goodnefi,  and  Wifdom,  and 
tfower,  his  Holineli,  and  Righteoufiiefs. 
Thefe  are  the  Attributes  that  (bine  moft 
brightly.  In  the  very  Morning,  of  the 
Creation,  God  revealed  himfelf  to  Man 
as  a  holy  and  juft  Godv.  whole  Eyes  coiild 
behold  no  Iniquity ;  and  therefore  he  made 
him  upright,  and  made  a  Covenant  of  Life 
and  Peace  with  him,  to  give  him  immortal 
and  eternal  Life;  to  continue  him  in  his  hap- 
py Eftate,  if  fo  be  he  continued  in  well- 
doing, Rom.  x.  $;  Do  this  and  the. 
In  which  Covenant,  indeed,  there  were 
fome  Out-breakings  of  the  glorious  Grace, 
and  free  Condefcendency  of  God;  for  it 
was  no  lets  free  Grace,  and  undeferved 
Favour,  to  promife  Life  to  his  Obedience, 
than  now  to  promife  Life  to  our  Faith  ; 
Jo  that  if  the  Lord  had  continued  that  Co- 
venant with  us,  we  ought  to  have  called 
it  Grace,  and  would  have  been  laved  by 
Grace  as  well  as  now  ;  though  it  be  true, 
that  there  is  fome  more  Occafion  given  to 
Man's  Nature  to  boart  and  glory  in  that 
Way,  yet  not  at  all  before  God,  Rom. 
iv.  2. 

But  we  have  fcarcely  found  Man  In  (uch 
an  Eftate,  till  we  have  found  bim  (infill  and 
miierable,  and  fallen  from  his  Excellency. 
That  Sun  ihined  in  the  dawning  of  the 
Creation  ;  but  before  ye  can  well  know 
what  it  is.  'tis  eclipfed,  and  darkned  with 
Sin  and  Miiery  ;  as  if  the  Lord  had  only 
fet  up  fuch  a  Creature  in  die  Firmament  of 
Glory,  to  let  him  know  how  bleflcd  he 
could  make  him,  and  wherein  his  Blef- 
fednefs  confifts;  and  then  prefently  to 
throw  him  do^w^  from  his  Excellency : 
When  you  firaram  mounting  up  to  the 
Heavens ,  and  fpreading  himfelf  thus  in  Ho- 
linefi  andHappinefi,like  a  Bay-tree :  Behold 
again,  and  you  find  him  not ;  though  you 
foihtot  jou  Hull  not  Bad  him,  his  Place 


doth  not  know  him:  He  is  like  one  that : 
comes  out  with  a  great  Majefty  upon  a 
Stage,  and  perforates  fome  Monarch,  or: 
Emperor,  in  the  World,  and  then  ere  you -: 
can  well  gather  your  Thoughts,  to  know  " 
what  he  is,  he  is  turn'd  off  the  Stage,  and-: 
appears  in  fome  bale  and  defpiaable  Ap- 
pearance ;  fo  quickly  is  Min  ftript  of 
all  thefe  glorious  Ornaments  of  Holinefi, 
and  puts  on  the  vile  Rags  of  Sin  and 
Wretchednefs,  and  iscafr  from  the/Throne 
of  Eminency  above  the  Creatures;  and 
from  Fellowship  with  God,  to  be  a  Slave 
and  Servant  k>  the  Duft  of  his  Feet,  and 
to  have  Communion  with  the  Devil  and 
his  Angels.  And  now  ye  have  Man  hold* 
en  out  in  Scripture  as  the  only  wretched 
Piece  of  the  Creation,  as  the  very  Plague 
of  the  World ;  the  whole  Creationgroam 
ing  under  bim,  Rom.  viii.  and  in  pain 
to  be  delivered  offucb  a  burthen,  of  Ach 
an  Execration,  and  Curie,  and  Affaniflk- 
ment:  You  find  the  Testimony  of  the 
Word  condemns  him  altogether,  concludes 
him  under  Sin,  and  then  under  a  Curie, 
and  makes: all  Flcfti  guilty  in  Gods  Sight! 
The  Word  (peaks  otherwise  of  us  than  we 
think  of  our  felves.  9%eir  Imagination  is 
only  Evil  continually,  Gen*  vi.  $.  O 
then,  What  muft  our  Afle&ioos  be,  that 
are  certainly  more  corrupt !  What  then 
muft  our  Way  be  ?  ^ill  Flejb  batb  cor- 
ruped  tbebr  Way*  and  done  abominable 
Workj ',  and  none  dotb  good,  FfaJ.  xiv. 
i»  3»  3-  But  many  flee  in,  unco  their 
good  Hetftsas  their  laft  Refuge,  when 
they  are  beaten  from  thefe  Out-works  of 
their  Aftions  and  Ways :  But  the  Scrip- 
ture fttall  ftorm  that  alio ;  Tie  Heart  is 
deceitful  above  all  STfe^/,  wbo  can 
know  it ?  Jer.  xvu.  9.  It  is  dejperately 
wicked  1  In  a  Word,  Man  is  become  the 
moft  lamentable  Speftacle  in  the  World  ; 
a  compend  of  all  Wfckednefs,  and  Mifery 

in- 


TTje  wonderful  Way  of  reconciling  Sinrers. 
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added  within  the  Walls  of 'Inability  and 

tyoffibiliry  to  help  himfel&hut  up  within  a 

Won  ofDefpoir,a  Ainking,  loathfome,and 

tifome  Dungeon :  'Tis  like  the  myrie  Pit 

at Jeremiah  was  caft  into,  that  there  was 

D  cut-coming,  and  no  pleafant  Abode  in  it. 

Now,    Man's  Eftate  being  thus,  nay, 

bias  mad*  bimfelf  thus,  and  fought  out 

tknfelffucb  fad  Inventions,  Eccl.  vii. 

19.  and  having  defrayed  bimfelf,  Hof. 

*.  9.     What   think  ye  ?    Should  any 

H  torn?     Ifhc  hadfali^infuch  a  Pu 

tfMifcry  ignorantly,  and  unwillingly,  he 

J  U  been  an  Objeft  of  .Corapaffion  ;  but 

fling  call    hinifelf  -Head-long   into  it, 

M  Wb  (hould  have  Pity    6    him?   Or, 

m  «b  fhould    go  afide  to  ask  how  he 

lid,  or  bemoan' 4am?    Jer.    xv.    5. 

Jtf  behold    the  Lord  pities  Man  as 

i  Father    doib   bis  Children,  Pfel.  ciii. 

H»  Compafians  fail  not ;  lie  comes  by 

fish  a  Jbfltfafbme  and  contemptible  Objeft, 

aayf  Tofts  bis  Skirts  over  it,  and  faith, 

Live,  Ezek.  xvi.  ^indmaketb  it  a  Time 

ifJLve.     I  £17,  noFlefti  could  have  ex- 

ae&ed  any  more  of  God,  than  to  make 

San  happy,  and  holy,  and  to  promife 

\ma  life   in  Well-doing:  But  to  repair 

dae  Happinds  after  'tis  wilfully  loft,  and 

to  pre  Life  to  .Evil-doers  and  Sinners.  O 

tow  &  was  it  from  uidami  Expectation 

when  he  fled  from  God  ?    Here  then  is 

the  Wander,  that  when  Men  and  Angels 

wcrem  Expectation  of  the  Revelation  of 

Us  Wrath  from  Heaven  againft  their  Wk> 

fa^fr^  and  the  Execution  of  the  Curfe 

»waa  concluded  under,  that  even  then 
is  purfiang  Man,  and  purfiies  him  with 
Lowe*  and  open*  up  to  him  his  very  Heart 
ttdQowtlsof  Love  in  Jefiis  Chrift!  Be- 
faoU  then  the  fecond  Revelation  and  Mani- 
feftaton  of  God,  in  a  Way  of  Grace,  pure 
Grace,  e£  Mercy  and  Pity  towards  loft 
the  JEhadnefs  of  God  hash 
,  not  h  Mirks,  but  according 


to  bis  abundant  Mercy  Jbewed  in  Cbrift' 
Jejus,  Tit.  iii.  4,  5.  So  then,  we  have 
this  purpofe  of  God's  Love  unfolded  to  us 
in  die  Scriptures,  and  this  is  the  Subftance 
of  them,  both  Old  and  New  Teftament, 
or  the  End  of  them,  Horn.  x.  4.  Chrift 
is  the  End  of  the  Law  to.  all  Sinners  con- 
cluded under  Sin,  and  a  Curie  :  By  it,  our 
Lord  Jefus,  the  good  Ebedmelecb,  comes 
and  cafts  down  a  Cord  to  us,  and  draws 
us  up  out  of  the  Pit  of  Sin  and  Mifery ; 
he  comes  to  this  Prifon,  and  opens  the 
Doors  to  let  Captives  free  ;  Co  then  we 
have  God  holden  out  to  us  as  a  Redeemer, 
as  a  Repairer  of  our  Breaches  ;  God  in 
Chrift  reconciling  the  World,  O  Ifrael, 
thou  baft  deftroyed  tbyfelf,  but  in  me  is 
thy  Help  Jound,  Hof.  xiii.9.  He  finds 
to  bimfelf  a  Ranfom  tofatisfie  his  Juf 
tice.  Job  xxxiii.  24.  He  finds  a  Pro- 
pitiation to  take  away  Sin,  a  Sacrifice  to 
pacifie  and  appeafe  his  Wrath  ;  hAinds 
one  of  our  Brethren,  but  his  own  Am 
in  whom  he  is  well-pleafed.  And  tnea 
holds  out  all  this  to  Sinners,  that  their 
may  be  fctisfied  in  their  own  Confciences, 
as  he  is  in  his  own  Mind  :  God  hath  fatiP 
'fied  himfelf  in  Chrift, "you  have  not  that 
to  do :  He  it  not  now  to  be  reconciled  te 
us,  for  he  was  never  really  at  Odds, 
though  he  covered  his  Countenance  with 
Frowns,  and  Threats,  fince  the  Fall,  and 
hath  appeared  in  Fire,  and  Thunders,  and 
Whirlwind,  which  are  terrible,  yet  his 
Heart  had  always  Love  in  it  to  fiich  Per- 
fons ;  and  therefore  he  is  come  near  in 
Chrift,  and  -about  reconciling  us  to  him* 
felf;  Here  is  the  Bufiaefs  then,  to  have 
our  Souls  reconciled  to  him,  to  take  away 
the  Enmity  within  us ;  and  as  he  is  (atif 
fied  with  Ms  Son,  fo  to  fitisfie  our  felvet 
with  him,  and  be  as  well-pleafed  fa  fail 
Redemption  and  Purchafe,  as  the  Father 
is,  add  then  you  believe  indeed  in  h»m. 
E  t  No* 


$6  The  Duty  qfthofe  tvho  are  reconciled  to  God. 


Now  if  this  were  accompliihed,  What  | 
have  we  more  to  do,  but  to  lore  him,  | 
and  to  live  to  Km?  When  you  have- 
found  in. the  Scripture,  and  believed  with 
the  Heart,  what  Man  once  war ,  and  what  he 
now  is ;  what  God  once  appeared,  and  what 
he  now  manifefts  himfelt  in  the  Gofpel, 
ye  have  no  more  to  do,  but  to  fearch  in 
the  feme  Scriptures  what  ye  henceforth 
ought  to  be  :  Ye  who  find  your  Efl?te  re- 
covered in  Chrift,  ask.  What  manner  of 
Perfons  ought  we  to  be \  And  the  Scrip- 
ture (hill  alfo  give  you  that  Form  of 
found  Words,  which  may  not  only  teach 
you  to  believe  in  Mm,  but  to  love  him, 
and  obey  his  Commands :  The  Law  that 
before  condemned  you,  is  now  by  Chrift 
put  in  your  Hands  to  guide  you,  and  con* 
duft  you  in  the  Way,  and  teacheth  you  how 
to  live  henceforth  to  his  Glory.  7%e  Grace 
ofGodti/at  batb  appeared  unto  all  Men, 
Tit.  %.  12.  teacbetb  us,  that  deny- 
ingfjngodlintfs,  and  worldly  Lufts,  we 
fbovadlive  Godly,  and  Rigbteoufly,  and 
Soberly  in  tbis  prefent  World.  Here  is 
Che  Sum  of  the  Rule  of  your  Pra&ce  and 
Conversion,  Pietyttowards  God,  Equity 
towards  Men,  and  Sobriety  towards  our 
ftlves,  Self-denyal,  andWorld-denyal,and 
Luft-denyal,  to  give  up  with  the  World, 
and  our  own  Lufts,  henceforth  to  have  no 
more  to  do  with  them,  to  refign  them,  not 
for  a  Time,  not  in  Pan,  but  wholly,  and 
for  ever  in  Affeftion,  and  by  Parts  in  Prac- 
tice and  Endeavour,  and  then  to  refign  and 
five  up  our.fclves  to  him,  to  live  to  Mm, 
and  to  live  b  him. 

Thus  we  have  given  you  a  Sum  of  the 
Do&rine  of  the  Scriptures,  of  that  which 
is  to  be  believed,  and  that  which  is  to  be 
done  as  our  Duty.  Now  we  (hall  fpeak  a 
Word  of  thefc  two  cardinal  Graces,  which 
are  the  Compend  of  all  Graces,  as  the  Ob- 
fcftsof  tbtmarc  (be  Abridgment  of  the 


Scriptures :  Faitb  and  Love9  thefe  fourth  r- 
Words  can  profit  us  nothing,  unfcls  w*  * 
hold  them  faft  wi  th  Faith  and  Love.  '• 

Faith  is  like  the  Fountain-gate,  Streams  -' 
come  out  of  it  that  cleanferh  the  Confidence  ' 
from  the  Guilt  of  Sin,  and  purifieth  the 
Heart  from  the  Filth  of  Sin,  becaufe  it  is 
that  which  cometh  to  the  Fountain  opened  = 
up  in  the  Houfe  of  David,  and  draweth  : 
Water  out  of  thefe  Wells  of  Salvation  f  j 
If  you  confider  the  Fall  and  Ruin  of  Man* 
kind,  you  will  ted  Infidelity  and  Unbelief  < 
the  Fountain  of  it,  as  well  as  the  Sea}  of 
it.  Unbelief  of  the  Law  of  God,  of  his 
Promifes  asd  Threatnings.  This  was  firft 
called  in  Quefton,  and  when  once  called 
in  Queftion,  it  is  half  denycd.  Hath  God 
faid lo,  that  you  ft\al3  die  ?  Th  not  far  of£ 
you  (hall  not  furely  die :  Here  then  was 
the  very  Beginning  of  Man's  Ruine,  he 
did  not  retain  in  his  Knowledge,  and  be- 
lieve with  his  Heart  the  Truth  and  Faith- 
fulness, and  Holinefs  of  God  ;  which  Un- 
belief was  conjoyned,  and  intermingled 
with  much  Pride,  joujbaffbe  as  Gods  : 
He  began  to  live  out  of  God,  in  himfelf, 
not  remembring  that  his  Life  was  a  Stream 
of  that  Divine  Fountain,  that  being  cut 
off  from  it  would  dry  up.  Now  there- 
fore our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  aneipert  Sa- 
viour, and  very  learned,  and  complear 
for  this  Work,  he  brings  Man  up  out  of 
this  Fk  of  Mifery,  by  that  fime  Way  he 
fell  into  it,  he  fell  down  by  Unbelief,  and 
be  brings  him  ^pootof  it  by  Faith.  This 
is  the  Cord  that  is  caft  down  to  the  Poor 
Soul  in  the  Dungeon,  or  rather  his  Faitb 
is  the  Dead-grip  of  the  Cord  of  Divine 
Promifes,  which  are  fait  unto  the  Captive 
Prifoner,  and  by  Virtue  thereof  he  -  is 
drawn  out,into  the  Light  of  Salvat  ion.  Un- 
belief of  the  Law  of  God  did  firft  deftroy 
Man/ now  the  Belief  of  the  Gofpel  faves 
him.    The  not-believing  of  the  Lead's 

Threats- 


Z)nbetitf  was  thejirfi  Rv:n  of  vfr- 


„ vt   was   the    Beginning  of  his 

In;  and  believing  of  h» precious  Pro- 
■fa.  is  his  Salvation.  I  fay  no  more,  a* 
■DeftruAion  began  as  the  Unbelief  of  the 
lir,  fo  our  Salvation  muft  begin  at  the 
fcfef  of  k.  The  Law  aqd  Divine  Juf- 
u  went  out  of  his  Sight,  and  fo  he  fin- 
al; now  the  Law  entring  into  the  Con- 
fxsce,  discovers  a  Mao's  Sins,  and  makes 
b  Abound,  and  iha^.i»  the  Beginning,  oi 
a  Remedy*  to  Imowrq^Difeafe.  Bui 
■  bog  as  this  is  hid  from  a  Man's  Eyes, 
festal  up  in  Unbelief,  he  is  fealed  and 
oairaied  in  his  mi&rabk  Eftate,  and  fo 
tapftom  JefusChrift  the  Remedy.  Thus 
taMef,  firft  and  lad  deftroys :  Faith 
m^»  have  preferred  Adam,  and  Faith 
yin  may  reflore  thee,  who  hath  fallen 

m  Aim.* 

Ttae  m*  great  Miftake  of  Faith  a- 
moog  us,  ham  taking  it  for  a  ftropg  and 
bfiqd  Confidence,  that  admits  of  no  Quef- 
us  or  Doubts  in  the  Soul;,  and  fo  vainly 
perfwacfing  themfelve*  that  they  have  it ; 
aid  fime  aapun  conceiving  it  to  be  fuch  an 
Afimnce  of  Salvation,  as  inftantly  com- 
fcrts  die  Sout  and  loofeth  all  Objections  ; 
and  fo  foolMWy  vexing  their  own  Souls, 
and  dtfquiering  themfelves  in  vain,  for  the 
want  of  chat,  which  if  they  underftood 
vAoi'u  is*  they  would  find  they  have  it. 
I  fiy,  many  Souls  conceive  that  to  be  the 
bed  Faith,  that  never  doubted,  and  hath 
always  lodged  in  them,  and  kept  them  in 
face  fince  they  were  born.  But  feeing 
all  Men  were  once  AHensfrom  the  Com- 
mofhwtoltb  aflfiaxU  and  Strangers  to 
the  Covenant  qfPronrife,and  without  God 
ta  tbe  PPMd,  and  fo  without  Chrift  alicv 
it  is  certain  chat  thole  Souls  who  have  al- 
ways bleft  themfelves  in  their  own  Hearts, 
and  cryed  Peace.  Peace,  and  were  never 
afraaiof  the   Wrath  to  come,  have  un- 


braced an  iimgir.atiuii  ,u:..i  utcm.l  c;  ::...: 
own  Heart,  for  true  Faith.  It  ii  no:  !■;;» 
and  ftout  Words  that  will  prove  it  -,  M»;i 
may  defTe  rhe  Devil  and  all  his  Works, 
and  fpeak  very  confidently,  and  yet,  God 
*nows,  they  are  Captives  by  him,  at  his 
Pletfure,  and  not  far  from  that  Mifery 
which  they  think  they  have  escaped.  Sa- 
tan works  in  them  with  fuch  a  crafty  Con- 
veyance, that  they  cannot  perceive  it,  and 
how  Ihould  they  perceive  it  ?  For  we  are 
by  Nature  dead  in  Sins,  and  fo  cannot  feel 
nor  know  that  we  are  fuch :  It  is  a  Token 
of  Life  to  feel  Pai%  a  certain  Token,  for 
dead  Things  are  lenfelefs.  You  know 
h°w  Jugglers  may  deceive  your  very  Sen- 
kst  and  make  them  believe  they  fee  that 
which  is  not,  and  feel  that  which  they  feel 
not :  Oh  how  much  more  ealie  is  it  for 
Satan,  fuch  an  ingenious, and  experimented 
Spiriuffifted  with,  the  Help- of  our  deceitful 
Hearts*  to  caft  fuch  a  Mill  over  the  Eyes 
of  Hearts,  and  make  them  believe  any 
thing  ?  How  eafily  may  he  hid  our  Mife- 
ry from  us,  and. make  us  believe  'tis  well 
with  us  ?  And  thus  Multitudes  of  Souls 
perilh,  in  the  very  Opinion  of  Salvation : 
That  very  Thing  which  they  call  Faith, 
that  ftrong  ungrounded  Perfwafion,  'tis  no 
other  thing  than  the  Unbelief  of  the  Heart, 
Unbelief,  I  mean  of  the  holy  Law,  of 
Divinejuftice^nd  the  Wrath  to  come :  For 
if  thefe  once  entered  into  the  Soul's  Coi> 
iideration,  they  would  certainly  cafif  down 
that  (hong  Hold  of  vain  Confidence,  that 
Satan  keeps  all  the  Houfe  in  teace  by  : 
Now  this  fecure  and  prefumptuous  De- 
Ipifing  of  all  Threatnings,  and  all  Con- 
victions, it  is  varnilhed  over  to  the  poor 
Soul,  with  the  Colour  and  Appearance  of 
Faith  in  the  Gofpel:  They  think,  te  be* 
Iieve  in  Chrift,  is  nothing  elfe,  but  never 
to  be  afraid  of  Hell;  Whereas  it  is  no> 
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thingelfe,  but  a  Soul  fleeing  into  Chrift  for 
fear  of  Hell :  And  fleeing  from  the  Wrath 
to  come  to  the  City  of  Refuge. 

Now  again,  there  are  (brae  other  Souls 
quite  contrary  minded,  that  run  upon  an 
other  Extremity  :  They  once    queftion, 
whether  they  have  Faith  ?    And  always 
queftion  it*    You  (hall  find  them  always 
out  of  one  Doubt  into  another,  and  ftill 
returning  upon  thefe  Debates,  whether  am 
I  in  Chrift,  or  not?    And  often  peremp- 
torily concluding  that  they  are  not  in  him, 
and  that  they  believe  not  in  him  :  I  muft 
confefs,  that  a  Soul  yuft  once  queftion 
the  Matter,  or  they  (hall  never  be  certain : 
Nay,  a  Soul-  muft  once  conclude  that  it  is 
void  of  God,  and  without  Chrift;  but  hav- 
ing difcovered  that,  I  lee  no  more  Ufe  and 
Fruit  of  your  frequent  Debates,  and  Jang* 
lings  about  Intereft:  I  would  fay  then  unto 
fiich  Souls,  that  if  you  now  queftion  it,  it 
is  indeed  the  very  Time  to  put  it  out  of 
Queftion.    And  how?     Not  by  framing 
or  feeking  Anfwersto  your-Obje&ions,  not 
by  fearchfog  into  thy  fe  If  to  find  ibmethihg 
to  prove,  it,  not  by  mere  disputing  about 
it,   for  when  (hall  thefe  have  an  End  ? 
£ut  Amply  and  plainly  *by  letting  about 
chat  whkh  is  questioned.    Are  you  in 
.doubt,  if  you  be  Believers-?    How  (hall 
it  be  refolved  then,  but  by  believing  in- 
deed?   It  is  now  the  very  Time  thou  an 
called  to  make  Application  of  thy  Soul  to 
Chrift,  if  thou  thinkeft  that  thou  cannot 
make  Application  of  Chrift  to  thy  Soul: 
If  thou  cannot  know  if  he  be  thine,  then 
how  lhall  thou  know  it,  but  by  choofing 
him  for  thine,  and  embracing  him  in  thy 
Soul  ?    Now,  I  fay,  if  that  Time  whkh 
is  fpent  about  fuch  unprofitable  Debates, 
were  fpent  in  folid  and  ferious  Endeavours 
about  the  thing  in  Debate,  it  would  quickly 
be  out  of  Debate ;  if  you  were  more  in 


in  the  Dilpute,  Whether  you  have  obeyed  Z 
or  not,  you  would  fooner  come  to  Satif \ 
fa&ion  in  it.     This  I  fay  the  rather,  be-  3 
caufe  the  weightier  and  principal  Pans  of ,. 
the  Gofpel  are  jhofe  dire&  Afts  of  Faith, 
and  Love  to  Jefus  Chrift  ;  both  thefe  are  ] 
the  out-goings  of  the  Soul  to  him  :  Now 
again.  Examination  of  our  Faith  and  Aflih  ' 
ranee  are  but  fecondary  and  conlequent 
Reflexions  upootour  felves,  and  are  the 
Soul  remrniiifljfh*gain  to  it  fe}£  to  find 
what  is  within.  Therefore,  I  fay,  a  Chriffc. 
an  is  principally  called  to  the  firft,  and  air- 
ways called;  it  is  the  chief  Duty  of  Man, 
which,  for  no  Evidence,  no  doubting,  no 
questioning,  (hould  be  left  undone:  If  ye 
be  in  any  Hefitation  whether  you  are  Be- 
lievers or  not ;  I  am  fure  the  chiefeft 
Thing,  and  moft  concerning,  is,  rather  to 
believe  than  to  know  it ;  it  is  a  Christian's 
JBeingto  believe  ;  "ris  indeed  his  Comfort 
and  w  ell-being/to  know  it ;  but  if  you  do 
not  know  -it,  then  by  all  Means  fo  much 
the  more  let  about  .it  prefently ;  Jet  the 
Soul  confider  Chrift  and  the  precious  Pro- 
miles,  and  lay  its  Weight  upon  him;  This 
you  ought  to  do,  and  not  to  leave  the  o- 
ther  undone. 

s.  Secondly,  I  fay  to  fuch  Souls,  that 
it  is  the  Miftake  of  the  very  Nature  of 
Faith  that  leads  them  to  fuch  Perplexities, 
and  caufeth  fuch  Inevidence  :  It  is  not  fo 
muchthe  Inevidence  of  Marks,  and  Fruits, 
that  makes  them  doubt,  as  the  Mifappre- 
henfion  of  the  Thing  it  felf ;  for  as  long 
as  they  miftake  it  in  its  own  Nature,  no 
Sign,  no  Mark  can  tatisfie  in  iu  You  take, 
Faith  to  be  a  Perfwafion  of  Gods  Love, 
that  calms  and  quiets  the  Mind.  Now, 
fuch  a  Perfwafion  needs  no  Sign  to  know 
it  by,  'tis  manifeftby  its  own  Pretence,  as 
Light  by  its  own  Brightneft.  It  were  * 
foolifh  Queftion  to  ask  any,,  how  the 


die  Obedience  to  tbofe  Commands,  thaa  Jknewxhattbey  were  perfwaded  of  another 
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?The  veiyPerfwafion  it  felf  mak-  '  dead  in  Sins,  and  all  bis  Imaginations 
i  it  felf  more  certain  to  the  Soul  than  i  ere  only  Evil  continually.  Now,  I 
iy  Token.  So  then,  while  you  question  |  lay.  To  receive  this  Truth  into  the  Soul 
fafaer  yoo  hare  Faith  or  not,  and  in  the    upon  God's  Teftimony  is  a  Point  of  Faith ; 


■n  Time  take  Faith  to  be  nothing  elfe 

fetch  a  Perfirafion,  it  is  in  rain  to  bring 

^  Mirks  or  Signs  to  convince  you  that 

plm  Faith  ;  for  if  fuch  a  Perforation 

■JAfiirance  were  in  you,  it  would  be 

ne  powerful  to  aflure  your  Hearts  of 

ibf  than  any  thins  elfe ;  and  while  you 

edorttiog  of  it;  it  is  more  manifeft  that 

j«  have  it  not.  dan  any  Signs  or  Marks 

a  be  able  to  make  it  afpear  that  yon 

k* «.   If  any.-  would  labour  to  convince 

ibbri  Mao.  that  he  Taw  the  Light,  and 

pe  Km  Signs  and  Totals  of  the  Lights 

fr«fr  d*  blind  Man  could  not  believe 

fai  -,  for  it  U  more  certain  to  himfelf  that 

k  fee*  not.  than  any  Evidence  can  make 

tbe  cutiUJry  probable ;  You  are  ftill  wilh- 

Ik  and  ftdfcfag  firb  a.  Faith  as  puts  all  out 


the  Lord  in  his  Word  concludes  all  under 
Sin  and  Wrath ;  fo  then,  for  a  Soul  to 
conclude  it  felf  alfo  under  Sin  and  Wrath, 
is  a  point  of  Faith :  Faith  is  the  Soul's  Tef- 
timony to  God's  Truth,  the  Word  is  Gods 
Teftimony  :  Now  then,  if  a  Soul  receive 
this  Teftimony  within,  whether  it  be  Law 
or  Golpel,  'tis  an  A&  of  Faith ;  if  a  Soul 
condemn  it  felf,  and  judge  it  felf,  that  is  a 
letting  to  our  Seal  that  God  is  true,  who 
fpealcs  in  his  Law,  and  fo  'tis  a  believing  in 
God.  I  fay  more,  to  believe  with  the 
Heart,  that  we  cannot  believe,  is  a  great 
Point  of  found  Belief,  becaufe  'tis  a  felling 
of  that  Word  of  God.  tfbe  Heart  is 
dejperatefy  wicked,  and  ofourfelves  we 
cando  nothing.  Now,I  am  perfwaded^f  fuch 
Souls  knew  this,  they  would  put  an  End 


Qrftkxi.  Now,  when  Minlfters  bring    to  their  many  Contentions  and  Wranglings 


ay  Marks  to  pcove  you  have  true  Faith, 
a  gum*  fittsfie  or  fettle  you,  became 
)ok  Tery  queARming  proves,  that  ye 
tare  not  that  which  ye  queftion  ;  if  you 
U  fach  *'  Perfwafion,  you  would  not 
qaeffioair.  So  then,  as  long  as  you  are 
n  dat  Ififtake  concerning  the  true  Na- 
irn tf  Faith,  att.tfae  Signs  of  the  Word 
caoaor  Jatie  you.  ' 

Au;  I  lay.  **"  once  T0U  underftood  the 
true  Nature  of  Faith,  it  would  be  more 
dear  in  tc  fetf  unto  you,  than  readily 
Marks  and  Signs  could  make  it,  efpecially 


about  this  Point,  and  would  rather  bids 
God  that  hath  opened  their  Eyes  to  fee 
therafelves,  than  contend  with  .  him  for 
that  they  have  no  Faith:  It  is  Light 
only  that  difcoversDarknefi,and  Faith  on- 
ly that  difcerns  Unbelief:  'Tis  Life  and 
Health  only  that  feels  Pain  and  Sicknefi ;  • 
for  if  all  were  alike,  nothing  could  be 
found,  as  in  dead  Bodies :  Now,  I  fay  to 
fuch  Souls  as  believe  in  God  the  Law-giver, 
believe  alfo  in  Chrift  the  Redemer ;  and 
What  is  that  ?  'Tis  not  to  know  that  Hh*v<* 
I  Intereft  in  him  :  No,  that  muft  come  af- 


m  the  Time  of  Temptation:    If  you  Iter;  'tis  the  Spirits  feaiing  after  believing 
would  know    then,  what  it  is  indeed  ;  >  which  puts  itfelf  out  of  Queftion,  when  it 


confider  what  the  Word  of  God  holds 
oat  concerning  himfelf,'  or  us,  and  the 
fobd  Belief  of  that  in  the  Heart  hath  fome- 
dan*  of  the  Nature  of  fiving  Faith  in  it. 
The  Lord  gives  a  Teftimony  concerning 
Th«r  be  is  horn  in  Sin,  that  be  is 


comes ;  and  fo  if  you  had  it,  you  needed 
not  many  Signs  to  know  it  by,  at  ieaft  you 
would  not  doubt  of  it,  more  than  he  that 
fees  the*  Light  can  queftion  it.  But  I  fay, 
to  believe  in  Chrift  is  Amply  this ;  I, 
whatsoever  I  be,  ungodly,  wretched,  pol-  - 
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luted,  defperate  ;  am  wiUtpg  to  have  Jefus 
Chrift  for  my  Saviour,  I  have  no  other 
Help,  or  Hope,  if  it  be  not  in  him,  it  is,  1 
fay,  to  lean  the  Weight  of  thy  Soul  on 
this  Foundation-Hone  laid  in  Zion,  to  em- 
brace the  Promifes  of  the  Gofpel  albeit 
general,  as  wortbyofail  Acceptation,  and 
wait  upon  the  Performance  of  them.  It 
is  no  other  Thing,  but  to  make  Chrift  wel- 
come, to  fay,  even  fo,  Lord  Jefus,  I  am 
content  in  my  Soul  that  thou  be  mySavi* 
our,  to  be  found  in  tbee,  not  bavinxmj 
own  Rigbteoufnefs,  I  am  well  pleafed  to 
caft  away  my  own  as  Dung,  and  find  my 
(elf no  other  nor  an  ungodly  Man.  Now 
tt  is  certain  that  many  Souls  that  are  ftill 
questioning  whether  they  have  Faith,  yet 
do  find  this  in  their  Souls,  bat  becaufe  they 
know  not  that  it  is  Faith  which  they  find, 
they  go  about  to  feek  that  which  is  not 
Faith,  and  where  tt  is  not  to  be  found, 
and  fo  difquiet  themfelves  in  vain,  and 
binder  Fruitfulnefs. 

Now,  the  Faith  of  a  Chriftian  is  no 
Fancy*  'us  not  a  li^ht  vain  Imagination  of 
the  Brain,  but  at  dwells  in  the  Heart, 
(with  Jthe  Heart  Man  believes)  and  it 
dwells  with  Love.    Faith  and  Love  we 
oeed  not  be  curious  to  diftinguifo  them  : 
It  is  certain  that  Love  is  in  it,  and  from 
it,  'us  in  the  very  Bofom  of  it,  becaufe 
Faith  is  a  Soul  embracing  of  Chrift,  'tis  a 
choofing*of  him  for  its  Portion ;  and  then 
upon  the  Review  of  this  goodly  Portion, 
and  from  Consideration  of  what  he  is,  and 
hath  done  for  us,  the  Soul  loves  him  ftill 
more,  and  is  impatient  of  lb  much  Dif- 
tance  from  him.    We  find  them   con- 
joyned  in  Scripture,  but  they  are  one  in 
die  Heart:  O  that  we  ftudyed  to  have 
tbefe  jofrmly  engraven  on  the  Heart ;  as 
they  are  joyned  in  the  Word,  foour  Heart 
(houkJ  be  a  living  Epiftle ;  Faith  and  Love 
are  two  Wools,  but  one  thing  under  dif- 
ferent Notions ;  They  arc  the  Out-going* 


of  the  Soul  to  Chrift  for  Life,  the  Breath-  s 
ings  of  the  Soul  after  him,  for  more  of  ^ 
him,  when  it  hath  once  tailed  how  good  B* 
he  is:  Faith  is  not  a  Speculation,  or  a  *■ 
wandring  Thought    of  Truth,    'tis  the  ** 
Truth  not  captivated  into  the  Mind,  but  * 
dwelling  in  the  Heart,  and  getting  PoP  »■ 
feflton  of  the  whole  Man  :*  You  know,  a  V. 
Man  and  his  Will  are  one,  not  fo  a  Man  a 
and   his  Mind,  for  he  may  conceive  the  'fc 
Truth  of  many  Things  he  loves  not,  but  u 
whatever  a  Mair  loves,  that  and  he,  in  a  q 
manner,   becomes    one    with    another:   i 
Love  iiuniuve, 'us  the  moft  excellent  U-  u 
nion  of  diftant  Things.    The  Will  com*    i< 
diands  the  whole  Man,    and  hath  the  0£    a 
fice  of  applying  of  all  the  Fatuities  to  their    i 
proper  Works*  IHa  imperat,  alia  ex-     . 
fequntur  ;  therefore ;  when  once  Divine 
Truth  gets  Entry  into  the    Heart  of  a 
Man,  and  becomes  one  with  his    Witt, 
and  Affection,  it  will  Quickly  comrasW 
the  whole  Man  to  pradtife  and  execute, 
and    then  he    that   received  the  Truth 
in  Love,  is  found  a  Walker  in  the  Tiuth : 
Many  Perfons  captivate  Truth  in  their 
Underftandings,  as  the  Gentiles  did,  they 
held  or  detained  it  in  Unrigjhteoqlhels  : 
But  becaufe  it  hath  no  liberty  to  defcend 
into  the  Heart,  and  poflefs  that  Garrifon. 
it  cannot  command  the*  Man.    But  O  'da 
better  to  be  Truth's  Captive,  than  to  cap- 
tivate Truth,  faith  the  Apoftte  \ye  obeyed 
from  tbe  Hetort  the  Trutb  to  wbicb  ye 
were  delivered,  Rom.  vi.    O  a  blefled 
Captivity,  to  be  delivered  over  to  Truth ; 
that  is  indeed  Freedom,  for  Truth  makes 
free,  John  viii.     And  it  makes  free  where 
it  is  in  Freedom,   give  it   Freedom  to 
command  thee,  and  it  (hall  indeed  deliver 
thee  from  all  ftrange  Lords,  and  thou 
(halt  obey  It  from    the  Heart,  when  it 
is  indeed  in  the  Heart.    When  the  Truth 
of  God,  whether  Proorifcs,  or  Threat- 
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it  Commands,  are  imprefled  into 
in,  you  (hall  find  the  Expreffions 
in  the  Conversation:  Faith  U  noc 
r  Aflent  to  the  Truth,  but  a  receiv- 
m  Lore,  and  when  the  Truth  if  re* 
11  Lore,  then  it  begins  to  work  by 
Faith  toorks  by  Love,  lakh  Paul* 
6.  That  now  is  the  proper  Nature 
peratiop,  which  expreflcs  its  own 
Obedience  proceeding  from 
God,  flows  from  Faith  in  God, 
(hews  the  true  and  living  Nature 
Faith  t  If  the  Soul  within  re- 
e  &il  and  knpreflion  of  the  truth 
,  it  will  render  the  Image  of  that 
uch  in  all  its  Actions. 
is  put  for  all  Obedience,  'tis  made 
Sum  and  Compend  of  the  Law, 
illing  of  it:  For  the  Truth  is 
I  effectual  and  conftraining  Prin- 
"  Obedience,  and  withall  the  mofr 
id  plea/ant:  fbe  Lave  ofCbrift 
u  us  to  live  to  him,  and  not 
th  to  our  frkes,  2  Cor.  v.  1 5 
K  a  Man  and  his  Will  is  one  :  If 
ge  it,  you  bind  ail ;  if  you  gain  it, 
ing  all  with  it.  As  it  is  the  mod 
ray  to  gain  any  f arty,  to  ingage 
■ad  whom  tbey  follow,  and  upon 
bey  depend :  Let  a  Man's  Love 
gained  to  Chrift,  and  the  whole 
fsbc  Soul's  Faculty,  of  the  outward 
ind  Operations,  will  follow  upon 
was  an  excellent  and  pertinent 
U  that  Chrift  asked  Peter,  when 
going  away  ( if  Peter  had  ccra- 
Chrift's  Purpofe  in  it,  he  would 
t  been  fo  hatfy  and  di/pleaied  ) 
nefi  thou  me,  then  feed  my  Sheep  ? 
d  Lore  Chrift,.  be  will  certainly 
please  him,  and  though  he  fltouJd 
r  fo  much  in  Obedience,  'tis  no 
escept  it  be  done  out  of  Love : 
and  more  of  this  in  the  Heart,, 


would  make  Minifters  feed  well,  and 
teach  well,  and  would  make  People  obey 
well ;  If  ye  love  met  keep  my  Com- 
mands :  Love  devotes  and  confederates  all 
that  is  in  a  Man  to  the  Pleafure  of  him 
whom  he  loves  ;  therefore  it  faihions  and 
conforms  one  even  again  (I  Nature  to  ano- 
ther Humour  and  Afie<?ion :  It  conftrains 
not  to  live  to  our  felvts,  but  to  him,  irs 
Joy  and  Deiight  is  in  liiin,  and  therefore 
all  is  given  up  and  religncd  to  him  :  No  jit 
as  it  is  certain  that  if  you  love  much  you 
will  do  much,  lb  'tis  certain  that  linle  is 
accepted  for  much,  that  proceeds  from 
Loverand  therefore  our  poor  maimed  and 
halting  Obedience,  is  called  the  ful filthy 
of  the  Law ;  he  is  well  pleafed  with  ir. 
becaufe  Love  is  ill  pleated  with  it :  Love 
thinks  nothing  too  much,  all  too  little, 
and  therefore  his  Love  thinks  any  thing 
from  us  much,  fince  Love  would  give 
more ;  he  accepts  that  which  is  given,  the 
Lover's  Mite  cart  into  the  Treaiure,  u> 
more  than  ten  Times  fo  much  outward 
Obedience  from  another  Man ;  be  meets 
Lore  with  Love ;  if  the  Soul's  Defire  be 
towards  the  Love  of  his  Name,  if  Love 
offer  though  a  fanhing,  his  Love  receiv- 
ing it,  counts  it  a  Crown  :  Love  offering 
a  Prefent  of  Duty,  finds  many  Imperfecti- 
ons in  it,  and  covers  any  Good  that  is  in  irv 
feems  not  to  regard  it*  and  then  beholds 
it  as  a  Recompence  ;  his  Love  receiving 
the  Prefent  from  us,  covers  a  Multitude  of 
Infirmities  that  are  in  it:  And  thus  what 
in  the  Defire  and  Endeavour  of  Love  on 
our  Pan,,  and  what  in  the  Acceptation  of 
what  is  done  on  his  Part,  Love  is  the  ful- 
filling of  the  Law,  Tis  an  ufual  Proverb. 
all  fbings  are  as  tbey  are  taken.  Love 
is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law,  becaufe  our 
loving  Father  takes  it  fo;  he  takes  as 
much  Delight  in  the  poor  Childrens  Will- 
iflgnefs,  as  in  the  more  aged's  Strength ; 
F  the 
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the  Offer  and  Endeavour  of  the  one  pleaf- 
eih  him,  as  well  as  the  Performance  of 
the  other. 

The  Love  of  God  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
Law,  for  it  is  a  living  Law,  it  is  the  Law 
written  on  the  Heart,  it  is  the  Law  of  a  Spi- 
rit of  Life  within,  Quis  legem  det  amanti- 
kusi Major  lex  amor  fibiipfi  eft.  You  al- 
moft  need  not  prefcribe  any  Rules,  orfet 
over  the  Head  of  Love,  the  Authority  and 
Pain  of  a  Command,  for  it  is  a  greater  Law 
to  it  felf,  it  hath  within  us  own  Bofom  as 
deep  an  Engagement  and  Obligation  to 
any  thing  that  may  pleafe  God,  as  you 
can  put  upon  it ;  for  it  is  in  it  (elf  the  very 
Engagement  and  Bond  of  the  Soul  to  him. 
Tliis  k  is  indeed  which  will  do  him  Ser- 
vice, and  that  is  the  Service  which  he 
likes  :  It  is  that  only  ferves  him  constant- 
ly and  pleafintly,  and  constantly  it  cannot 
ferve  him,  which  doth  it  not  pleafantly, 
for  it  is  Delight  only  that  makes  it  con* 
ftant.  Violent  Motions  may  be  fwift, 
but  not  durable,  they  laft  not  long:  Fear 
and  Terror  is  a  kind  of  external  Impulfe, 
fhat  may  drive  a  Soul  fwiftly  to  fomc 
Duty ;  but  becaufc  that  is  not  one  with 
the  Soul,  it  cannot  endure  long,  'tis  not 
good  Company  to  the  Soul.  But  Love, 
making  a  Duty  ^leafant,  becomes  one  with 
the  Soul,  it  incorporates  with  it,  and  be- 
comes- like  its  Nature  to  it,  that  though 
it  fhouldnot  move  lb  fwiftly,  yet  it  moves 
more  constantly.  And  what  is  Lx>ve  but 
the  very  Motion  of  the  Soul  to  God  ? 
And  fo  till  it  have  attained  that,  to  be  in 
him,  it  can  find  no  Place  of  Reft.  Now 
this  is  only  the  Service  that  he  is  pleafed 
with,  which  comes  from  Love,  becaufe 
he  fees  his  own  Image  in  it :  For  Love  in 
us,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Impreflion  and 
Stamp  that  God's  Love  to  us  makes  oh  the 
Heart ;  -tis  the  very  Reflexion  of  that 
fweet  warm  Beam;  fo  then  when  his 


Love  reflefts  back  unto  himfeif,  earn 
our  Heart  and  Duty  with  it,  h?  know 
his  own  Superfcription,  he  loves  Us  o 
Image  in  filch  a  Duty :  He  that  hn 
me,  and  continuetb  in  my  Love,  /i 
love  bim9  and  I  and  my  Father  « 
come  and  make  our  ^ibode  with  b 
John  xiv.  23.  Here  now  is  an  Evida 
that  he  likes  it,  for  he  muft  needs  1 
that  Place  he  choofes  to  dwell  in ;  he  * 
hath  fuch  a  glorious  Mapfion,  and  Pal 
above,  he  muft  needs  love  that  Soul  de 
ly,  that  he  will  prefer  it  to  Jus  high  < 
holy  Place. 

Now  I  know  it  will  be  the  fecret  Q 
tion  and  Complaint  of  fome  Souls,  b 
lhall  I  get  Love  to  God  ?  I  cannot  U 
him,  my  Heart  is  fo  defperately  wick 
I  cannot  lay  as  Peter,  Lordtbouknwx 
that  I  love  thee.  Tftiall  not  infill  u\ 
the  Difcovery  of  your  Love  unto  you 
Marks  and  Signs,  only  I  fay,  if  thou 
deed  from  thy  Heart  dclires  to  love  k 
artcf  art  grieved  that  there  is  not  this  Li 
in  thy  Soul  to  him,  which  becomes 
Love-worthy  a  Saviour,  then  thou  ind 
loveil  him,  for  lie  that  loveth  the  Love 
God,  loveth  God  himfelf:  And  whe 
fore  art  thou  fad  for  Want  of  that  La 
but  becaufe  thou  loveft  him  in  fo 
Meafure,  and  withall  finds  him  beyond 
that  thou  can  think  and  love :  But  I  i 
that  which  moft  concerns  thee,  is, 
love  ftill  more,  and  that  thou  wouidft 
more  earneft  to  Love  him,  then  to  kn 
that  thou  loves  him. 

Now  !  know  no  more  effectual  way 
increafe  Love  to  Jefus  Chrift,  then  to 
Jieve  his  Love.  Chrift  Jefus  is  the  Aut 
andFinifher  both  of  Faith  and  Love,  * 
we  love  him,  becaufe  he  firft  loved 
Therefore  the.  right  Difcovery  of  J* 
Chrift,  what  he  is,  and  what  he  hath  oh 
for  Sinners,  is  that   which  will  of 
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llfagi  moft  prevail,  to  ingage  the  Soul 

Itto  hurt :  Fur  ate  long  as  ye  fafpend  your 

Ifrb  upon  th*  Being  ot  Enercale  of  your 

Ifoe.  and  Obedience  (as  the  manner  o* 

Ivoanyis:)  You  take  evenfuchaCourfe 

lite,  thai  will  not  plant  the  Tree  till  he 

Jfctfie  Fruits  of  it ;  which  is  contrary  to 

Ioudou  Seflfe  and  Reafon. 

I   Since  this  then  is  the  Sum  of  true  Reli- 

I  ptu  to  believe  in  Chrift,  and  to  lovt  him, 

InJfo  lire  to  him  ;  we  (h«rll  wind  up  ali 

I  fct  isfpoken,  into  that  Exhortatkmof  the 

Apoftfe's,   HM  faft  the  Form  of  found 

W$rds  'Which    thou    baft  beard.    You 

be  this   Doftrine  of  Faith  and.  Love  de- 

frered   unto  you.  which  may  be  able  to 

fee  your    Souls:  Then,  I  befeech  you, 

htt  diem  frf.  Salvation  .is  in  them ; 

bey  are  found  "Words,  and  w.hol(omt 

Vocfei  Words  of  Life,  Spirit  arid  Life(  as 

Cbiflfcafcs  )as  well  as  Words  of  Truth : 

tut  how    will  you  hold  them  faft   thai 

fare  diem  not  at  all,  that  know  them  not 

Aougi  you    hear  them?    You  who  are 

fetonnt  of  the  Gofpel,  and  hear  nothing 

tut  a  Sound  of  Words,  inftead  of  found 

fed  whoieibme  Words,    How  can  you 

htd  them  tart?    Can  a  Man  hold  the 

ifrind  inthe  Hollow  of  his  Hand,  or  keep 

ha  Sound  within  it  ?  You  know  no  more 

fa  \  Sound,  and  a  Wind  that  pafleth  by 

your  Ear,  Without  obferving  either  Truth" 

or  Life  in  it-  But  thcn  aSain.  y™  who 
^derftand  thefe  fcund  Words,  and  have 
a  Form  of  Knowledge,  and  of  the  Letter 
£  fa  Law,  what  will  that  avail  you  ? 
tou  cannot  hold  it  fafl,  except  you  have  it 
iritUn  you,  and  ft  is  within  you  indeed 
#fcen  it  is  *n  J011*  Heart,  when  the  Form 
of  it  U  engraven  upon  the  very  Soul  in 
late  jCow,  though  you  underftand  the 
Sdond  of  thefe  Words,  and  the  Sound  of 
Truth  in  them,  y«  J*»  «ceive  not  the 
fefofUiagtqf  ti*m>  which  u  Faith  *d 


Love.     Can  you  fwint  i  Sound  !    Can 
you  form  it,  or  engrave  it  on  any  thing? 
Nay,  but   thefe   (bund  Words  are  more 
fubiftamii!  and  foffd;  tHey  muft  be   en- 
graven on  the  Heart,  elfe  you  will  never 
hold  them ;  they   may  be  eafiiy  plucked 
out  of  the  Mouth,  andHand,  by  Temp- 
tation, unlefs  they  be  enclofed,  and  laid 
up  in  the  fecret  of  the  Heart,  as  Mary 
laid  then*.    The  Truth  muft  hold  thee 
fad,  of  thoucanft  not  hold  it  fafl ;  it  muft 
captivate  thee,  and  bind  thee   with    the 
Golden  Chains  of  AfFe&ion,  which  ority 
is  true  Freedom,  or  certainly  thou  wilt 
let  it  go.     Nay,  you  muft  not  only  have 
ihe   Truth  received  by  Love  into  your 
Heart,  but,  a"s  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  you  muft 
alfo  bold  faft  tbe  Form  of  found  Words* 
Scripture/^bn//   are   found    Words  \ 
*  the  Scripture's  Method  of  teaching  is  found 
and  wholfome  :  There .  may  be  unlbljfd 
Words   ufed  in  expraffing  true  Matter ; 
and  if  a  Man  (hall  give  Liberty  to  his  own 
luxuriant  Imagination,  to  expatiate  in  No- 
tions, and  Expreffions,  either  to  catch  tbe 
Ear  of  the  Vulgar,  or  to  appear  fomfe 
new  Difcoverer  of  Light,  and  Gofpel-myf 
teries,  he  may  as  readily  fall  into  Error 
and  Darknefs,  as  into  Truth  and  Light. 
Some  Men  do  busk  up  old  Truths,  Scrip- 
ture-tfuths,  into  fome  new  Drefs  of  Lan- 
guage, and  Notions,  and  then  give  them 
out  for  new  Dilcoveries,  new  Likhts ;  but 
in  fo  doing,  they  often  hazard  the  Jofirig 
of  the  TlMth  it  felf. ?  We  fhould  beware 
and  takebced  of  ft  range  Words,  thathaVe 
the  leaft  Appearance  of  Evil,    fufch  as 
Cbrifted,  and  Godded;  let  us  think  it  e- 
nough,  to  be  wife  according  to  the'  Scrip- 
tures, and  fuipeft  all  that,  as  vain,  empty, 
unfouhd,  that  tends  not  to  the  Increafeof 
Faith  in  Chrift,  and  Love  and  Obedience 
unto  film.    As  ordinarily  the  Dialeft  of 
thofe  taUtrf   AtiHnomians  is.    fcivinfc. 
F  9  and 
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and  noc  granting,  that  they  had  no  unfound 
Mind,  yet  I  am  Jure  they  ufe  unfound 
Words  to  exprels  (bund  Matter  ;  the 
Cloaths  fliould  be  fhaped  to  tKe  Perfon  : 
Truth  is  plain  and  fimple,  let  Words  of 
Truth  alio  be  full  of  Simplicity.  I  lay 
no  more,  but  Ifffft  that  upon  you,  that 
you  hold  foft  even  the  very  Words  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  be  not  bewitched  by  the 
vain  Pretentions  of  Spirit,  all  Spirit, 
pure,  and  Spiritual  Service,  and  fucb 
like,  to  the  calling  off*  of  the  Word  of 
Truth,  as  Letter,  as  flejbi'.znd  fuch 
is  the  high  Attainment  of  forne  in 
thefe  Days,  an  high  Attainment  indeed. 


and  a  mighty  Progrels  in  the  way  to  De- : 
Amotion,  the  very  laft  Difcovery  of  that  ! 
Antichrift  and  Man  of  Sin.     Oh,  malt  ' 
much  of  the  Scripture,  for  you  (hall  net-  ' 
ther  read  nor  hear  the  like  of  it  in  the  ' 
World:   Other  Books  may   have  found 
Matter,  bw  there  is  fitflfomething  in  Man- 
ner, or  Words  unfound ;  no  Man   can 
fpelk  to  you  Truth  in  fuch  Plainneis,  and 
Simplicity   in  fuch  Soundnefi  alio.    But 
here  is  both  found   Matter,   and  found 
Words,     the   Truth    Jwlden    out  truly; 
Health   and  Salvation   bolden  out  in  as 
wholfome  a  Manner  as  is  poflibte.     Mat- 
ter and  Manner  are  both  Divine. 


Exod.  iii.  ij.  14.  When  tbeyjball  fay  uMo  me,  What  is  bis  Name ? 
JVbat  Jballlfayf  AndGodfaii,  1  AM  tHAf  1  AM. 


WE  are  now  about  this  Question, 
What  God  is  *  But,  Who  can  an- 
fwer  it?  Or,  if  anfwered,  WJ10  can  un- 
derhand it  ?  It  fhould  jftoniih  us  in  the 
very  Entry,  to  think  that  we  are  about  to 
fpeak,  and  to  hear  of  his  Majefly,  whom 
Eye  bath  net  feen,  nor  Ear  beard, 
nor  batb  it  entred  into  tbe  Heari  ef  art§ 
Creature  to  confider  what  be  i /.  Think 
ye,  that  blind  Men  could  have  a  pertinent 
DiJcourfe  of  Light  and  Colours?  Would 
they  form  any.fuitable  Notion  of  that  they 
had  never  feen.  and  cannot  be  known  but 
by  feeing  ?  What  an  ignorant  Speech 
would  a  deaf  Man  make  of  Sound,  which 
a  Man  cannot  fo  much  as  know  what  it  is, 
but  by  hearing  of  it  ?  How  then  can  we 
/peak  of  God,  who  dwells  in  fuch  inaccef- 
.fibk  Light*  that,  though  we  had  our  Eyes 
opeittd,  yet  they  are  far  lefi  proportioned 
id  that  refpleadent  Bnghtnefi,than  a  blind 
Eye  is  to  the  Sun's  Light  ? 

It  ufes  to  be  a  Queftioii,  If  there  be  a 
flptf  >    Or.  How  it  may  be  known  that 


there  is  a  God?  k  were  almoft  Biafphe: 
my  to  move  foch  a  Queftion,  if  there 
were  not  10  much  Atheifin  in  the 
Hearts  of  Men,  which  makes  us  either  to 
doubt,  or  not  firmly  to  believe,  andfert* 
ouily  to  confider  it.  But  what  may  con- 
vince Souls  of  the  Divine  Majerty  ?  Tru- 
ly, 1  tbink,  if  it  be  not  evident  by  its  own 
Brightnefs,  all  the  Reason  that  can  be 
brought,  is  but  like  a  Candle Vlight  to  fee  . 
the  Suq  by.  Yet,  becaufe  of  our  Weak- . 
nefs,  the  Lord  ftiines  upon  us  in  the  Crea« 
nires,  as  in  a  Qafs  ;  and  this  is  become 
the  bed  Way  to  take  up  thegiorious  Bright? 
nefs  of  his  Majefty.  by  Refleaion  in  his 
Word  and  Works.  God  himfelf  dwells  in 
Light  inacceffible,  that  no  Man  can  ap- 
proach unto ;  if  any  look  ftraight  to  that 
Sun  of  Righteou&efs,  he  (hall  be  aftonilh- 
ed  and  amazed*  and  fee  no  more  than  in 
the  very  Darknefe:  But  the  beft  way  10. 
behold  the  Sun,  is  to  look  upon  it  in  a 
rail  of  Water  ;  and  the  fureft  way  to 
kqpw  God  by ,  is  to  take  hia  vp  in  a  State 
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cal,  but  whether  he  will  or  not.  he  (hall 
feel  at  fometimes  that  which  he  loves  not 
to  know  or  confider  of ;  fo  that  what  reft 
fecure  Confcieoces  have  from  the  Fear 
and  Terrour  of  God,  it  is  like  the  Sleep 
of  a  drunken  Man,  who  even  when  he 
deeps  does  not  reft  quietly. 

Now,  although  this  inward  Stamp  of 
a  Deity  be  engraven  on  the  Minds  of  ail, 
and  every  Creature  without  have  fome 
Marks  of  his  Glory  /lamped  on  th-m  ;  lb 
that  all  things  a  Man  can  behold  above  him, 
or  about  him,  or  beneath  him,  the  moft 
mean  and  inconfiderable  Creatures  are 
Pearls  and  Tranfparent-ftones  that  carts 
abroad  the  Rays  of  that  glorious  Brightnefc 
which  (bines  on  them  ;  a  if  a  Man  were 
incloled  into  a  City  builded  all  of  precious 
Stones,  that  in  the  Sun-ibine  ail  and  every 
Parcel  of  it,  the  Streets,  the  Houfes,  the 
Roofs,  the  Windows,  all  of  it,  resetted 
into  his  Eyes  thofe  Sun-beams  in  fuch  t 
Manner,  as  if  all  had  been  one  Mirrour : 
Though,  I  fay,  this  be  :o.  yet  fuch  is  the 
Blockifhnefs  and  Stupidity  of  Men/hat  they 
do  not,  for  all  this,  conider  of  the  glori- 
ous Creator ;  fo  that  ajl  thefe  Lamps  fevm 
to  be  lighted  in  vain,  to  ihcw  forth  his 
Glory ;  which  though  they  do  every  Way 
dilplay  their  Beams  upon  us,  that  we  can 
mm  our  Eye  no  where,  but  fuch  a  Ray 
(hall  penetrate  it,  yd  we  either  do  not 
confider  it,  or  the  Confiderauon  of  it  takes 
not  fuch  deep  Root  as  to  lead  Home  to 
God ;  therefore  the  Scripture  calls  all  na- 
tural Men  Athcifts,  they  have  faid  in 
their  Heart,  there  is  »•  GW,  PfeJ.  xiv. 
i .  All  Men  almoft  confefs  a  Qod  with 
their  Mouth,  and  think  they  believe  in 
him ;  but  alas !  Behold  their  AAions, 
and  Hearts,  what  Teftimony  they  give  ; 
for  a  Man's  Walking  and  Conversion  is 
like  an  Eye-witnefi,  that  one  of  them  de- 
ferves  more  Credit  than  ten  Ear-witneflt • 


msiliarion  and  Condefcenlion,  as  the 
D  the  Rainbow,  in  his  Word  and 
a,  which  are  Mirrpurs  of  his  Divine 
r  and  Goodnels,  and  do  reflect  upon 
leasts  and  Eyes  of  all  Men  the  Beams 
ss  increased  Light  -  If  this  be  not  the 
h,  that  £*aj  utteretb  unto  Day, 
Sight  unto  Hight,  One-felf  Being 
■e  a  Being ;  and  if  thou  hear  not 
jnpiagp  that  is  gone  out  into  all  the 
,  and  be  not,  as  it  were,  noifed  and 
led  with  all  the  Sounds  of  every 
>  about  thee,  above  thee,  beneath  thee, 
wd  wkhin  thee,  all  finging  a  melodi- 
ong  to  that  eicellent  Name  which 
jre  all  Names,  and  confpiring  to 
Ttfiunony  to  the  Founuin  of  their 
• ;  If  this,  I  6j»  h*  not  Jo  fcnfible 
thee,  as  it"  a  Tongue  and  a  Voice 
pren  «o  every  Creature  toeiprefs 
Ktip  indeed,  we  need  not  reafon  the 
k£  with  thee  who  haft  loft  thy  Sen- 
do'  but.  1  fry*  retire  inwardly,  and 
a  Sobriety  and  Sadnefs, 'What  thy 
fence  thinks  of  it?  And,  undoubt- 
fc  (halt  confefs  a  Divine  Majefty,  at 
tremble  at  the  Apprehension  of  what 
er  will  not  confcfi,  or  flenderly  be- 
s  The  very  Evidence  of  Truth 
esioTt  an  Acknowledgment  from  it. 
t  M"  denied  the  Divine  Majefty,  I 
ifcek  no  other  Argument  to  perfwade 
dsao  what  was  ufed  to  convince  an 
pfalofopher,  who  denied  the  Fire ; 
.  p|K  his  Hand  in  it  till  he  found  it ; 
ft*,  return  within  to  thy  own  Con- 
e  and  thou  (halt  find  the  torching 
of  chat  Divine  Majefty,  burning  it  up. 
i  thou  wouldft  not  confefs.  There 
inward  feeling  andSenfc  of  God  that 
printed  in  every  Soul  by  Nature,  that 
i  no  Man  without  fbch  a  Teftimony 
nd  that  snakes  him  without  Eicufe : 
xi*  no  Man  lb  impious,  fo  acheifti* 1 
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of  Profeflions,  Plus  valet  oculatus  tefiis 

units,  (fuam   anriti  decern.    Now,    I 

may  ask  of  you,  What  wou*^  ye  do,  how 

would  ye  walk,  if  ye  believed  there  were 

no  Gxi  ?    Woujd  ye  be  more  diilblute 

andptophane,  and  more  void  of  Religion? 

Would  not  humane   Laws  bind  you  as 

'  much  in  that  rtfe  as  they  now  do  ?    For 

that  is  almoft  all  the  Restraint  that  is  upon 

many,  the  Fear  of  temporal  Puniihment, 

or  Shame  among  Men  ;  fet  your  walking 

betide  a  Heathen's  Con verfation,  and,  lave 

that  you  fay  ye  believe  in  the  true  God, 

and  he  denies  him,  there  is  no  Difference ; 

jrour  Tranfgreflions  fpeak  louder  than  your 

Profeflions,  that  there  is  no  Feat  of  God 

before  your  Eyes,  Pftl.  xxxvi.  i.    Your 

•Practice  belies  your  Profeffion,  you  pro- 

fefs  that  you  know  God,  but  in  Works 

you  deny  bint,  faith  Paul,  Tit.  i.  16. 

Ore  quod,  dxcitisy   opere.  negatis.    In 

their  Words  read  in  your  Audience,  you 

hare  a  ftrange  Question,    and  a  ftrange 

Anfwer ;  a  Queftion  of  Mofes,  and  an 

Anfwer  of  God:  The  Occafion  of  it  was 

the  Lord's  giving  to  Mofes  a  ftrange  and 

uncduth   Meflage ;    he   was  giving  him 

Commiflion  to  go  and  fpeak  to  a  Ring  to 

difmifs  ind  let  go  6cooooof  his  Subjects ; 

and  to  fpeak  to  a  numerous  Nation,  to 

depart  from  their  own  Dwellings,  and 

come  out  whither  the  Lord  (hould  lead 

them  ;  Might  not  Mofes  then  fay  within 

himfelf,  Who  am  I,  to  fpeak  iuch  a  Thing 

to  a  Xing?    Who  am  I,  to  lead  out  fuch 

a  mighty  People  ?    -Who  will  believe  that 

thou  haft  lent  me  ?    Will  not  all  Men 

call   me  a  Deceiver,,  an    Enthufiaftical 

Fellow,    that   takes  upon    me  fuch  '  a 

thing'?    Well  then,  faith'  Mofes  to  the 

Lord \  Lord,  when  I  .(hall  fay,  that  the 

God  of  their  Fathers  (em  me  unto  tHem, 

they  will  not  believe  me  ;  they  have  now 

fofgotfcft  &y  Majefty,  and  think    that 


thou  art  but  even  like  the  Vanities  of  tht^"" 
Nations ;  they  cannot  know   their  owr\— 
Portion  from  other  Nations  va»'n   Idols  i^T. 
which  tliey  have  given  the  fame  Name  "" 
unto,  and  call  Gods  as  well  as  thou  arj' 
called :  Now   therefore,   fays  he,   when 21 
they  ask  me  What  thy  proper  Name  is^'-" 
by  which  thou  art  diltingmihed  from  all^". 
Idols,  and  all  the  Works  of  thine  own '  ' 
Hands,    and  of    Men's   Hands,     .what** 
lhall  I  fay  unto  them  ?     Here  is  the  Quef  A 
tion.    But  why  asks  thoa  my  Name,  faith 
the  Lord  to  Jacob?  tletu  xxiii.  29.     Im«  : 
porting,  that  it  is    a  high   FteTumption,  * 
and  bold  Curiofuy,  to  (earth  fuch  a  Won-  .* 
der  ;  Ask  not  my  Name,  faith  the  Angel   ? 
to  Manoah*  for  it  is  fecret  or  wonderful,  • 
Judges  xui.  18.  Its  aMyftery,a  hidden    * 
Myftery,  not  for  Want  of  Light,  but  for    ■■ 
too  much  Light  1  If s  a  Secret,  if  s  wdn-    fi 
derfiil ;  out  of*  the  Reach  of  all  created 
Capacity,    2%ou  Jbatt  call  bis  Nanit 
Wonderful*  Ifa.  ix.  6.     What  Name  can 
exprefs    that  incomprehenfibfe  Majefty  > 
The   Mind  is  more  comprehensive  than 
Words,  but  the  Mind  and  Soul  is  too  nar- 
row to  conceive  him ;  O  thert  /  How  fliort 
a  Garment  moft- all  Words,  the  raoftfig- 
nifcant,-  and  comprehenfive,  and  filperla- 
live  "Words    be?     Solomon  %   Soul  and 
Heart  was  enlarged  as  the  Sand  of  the  Sea. 
but  Of    Its  not  large  enough  for* the 
Creator  of  it.    What  is  his  Name,  or, 
IVbat  is  bis  Sons  Name,  if  tbou  canft 
tell,  Prov.  xxx.  4.  The  Lord  himfelf  ex- 
prefs it  to  our  Capacity,  becaufe  we  are 
not  capable  of  what  he  can  eipreft,  much 
lefs  of  what  he  is;  If  he  fhouid  ipeak  ta 
us  of  himfelf  as  he  is,  O  !     It  fhouid  be 
dark  Sayings,  hid  from  the  Underftand» 
ings  of  all  living ;  we  could  reach  no 
itiore  of  it,  but  that  it  is  a  Wonder^  a 
Secret:  Here  is  the  higheft  Attainment  of 
bur*  xvnowWge,  to  know  there*  is  ferae 

Myfter/ 


What  God  is* 


47 


in  it,  but  not.  What  that  Myflery 
drift  hath  a  Name  above  ail  Names, 
then  can  we  know  that  Name  ?    It 
veil  faid  by   forne  of  old,  Deus 
\wja\y^mi  and  yet  irmvp®-  mui- 
\imanumJE5?tamen  nullius  nominis, 
ikh  all  Names,  and  yet  he  hath  no 
)uia  eft  omnia*  &tamen  nihil 
Kcaule  he  is  all  in  all,  and  yet 
of  all ;  £>eus  eft  quod  vides,  & 
mn  vide s  ;  you  may  call  him  by  all 
Works  of  his    Hands,  for  thefe  are 
Bsofhii  increated  Light,  and  Streams 
[ftjneihauftible   Sea  of  Goodnefc;  fo 
I*  whatever  Perfection  is  in  them,  all 
jfa  ii  eminently,  yea.  infinitely  in  him ; 
Emf  *e  fiith   Chrift,   there   is   one 
[GM,  even  Qod  ;  and  he  calls  himfelf  the 
llajg,  ami  life,  and  therefore  you  have  fo 
nam  Barnes  of  God  in  Scripture;  there 
if  do  Qafair,  no   Fropeity,  or  Vertue, 
tttbaeb  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Goodnds, 
buhe  is  that  edentially.  really,  eternally, 
aJ  principally  -,  fo  that  the  Creature  de- 
feres  not  fuch  Names,  but  a  they  parti- 
qutaf  Us  FuUnefc  ;  he  is.  the  true  Light. 
At  tine  Life ;  the  Sun  is  not  that  true 
VjW  though  it  gi/e  Light  to  the  Moon, 
atf  to  Men,  for  it  borrows  its  Light  and 
knag  from  him '»  all  Creatures  are,  and 
toe  but  by  ELeAe&ion  ;  therefore  thefe 
Names  do  agree  to  them  but  by  a  Meta- 
phor, (lb  to  fpeak)  the  Propriety  and  Truth 
cfthmis  in  Him.  As  it  is  but  a  borrowed 
fed  of  Speech',   to  call    a  Pifture,  or 
has,  a  Man.  only  becaufe  of  the   Re- 
oftfattaoon  and  Likenefs  to  him,  it  com* 
■y^jrat^  in  one  Name  with  him :  Even 
io  (in  fome  Manner)  the  Creatures  are 
km  fome  Shadows,  Pictures,  or  Refem- 
bbaces,  and  equivocal  Shapes  of  God  \ 
an&  whatever  Name  they  have,  of  Good, 
Wife.  $croi«.    Beautiful,  True,  or  fuch 
Wee,  it's  bus  borrowed  Speech  frotp  God, 


whofe  Image  they  have ;  and  yet  poor- 
vain  Man  would   be   wife,  thought  wife 
really,  intrinfecally  in  himlelf,  and  proper- 
ly, and  calls  himfelf  fo ;  which  is  as  great 
an  Abafe  of  Language,  as  if  the  Ptfuro 
fhould  call  it  felf  a  true  and  living  Man. 
But  then,  as  you  may  call  him  all  Things, 
becaufe  he  is  eminently  and  gbrioufly  ail 
that  is  in  all,  the  Fountain  and  End  of  all,  . 
yet  we  muft  again  deny  that  he  is  any  of. 
thefe  Things,  units  omnia,  &  nihil  om- 
nium ;  we  can  find  no  Name  to  him ; 
or  what  can  you  call  him,  when  you  have 
faid,  He    is   Light?    You  can  form  no 
other    Notion  of  him  but  from  the  Re* 
femblance  of  this  created  Light  ;  but  alas ' 
that  he  is  not ;  he  fo  infinitely  tranlcends 
that,  and  is  diftant  from  it,  as  if  he  had 
never  made  it  according  to  his  Likenefs  : 
His  Name  is  above  all  thefe  Names  ;  but 
what  it  is  himfelf  knows,  and  knows  only : 
If  ye   ask  what  he  is,  we  may  glance  at 
lume  Notions,  and  Expreliions,  to  hold 
him  out :  In  relation  to  the  Creatures,  we 
may  call  him  Creator,  Redeemer,  Lighr, 
Life.  Omnipotent,  Good,  Merciful,  Jufl, 
and  fuch  like :  But  if  you  ask,  what  is  his 
proper  Name  in  Relation  to  Himfelf,  ipfe 
novit,  Himfelf  knows  that,  we  muft  bfr 
filent,  and  Silence  in  fuch  a  Subject  is  the. 
rareft  Eloquence. 

But  let  us  hear  what  ths  Lord  himfelf 
fpeaks,  in  Anfwer  to  this  Queftion,  if  any 
an  tell,  fure  He  himfelf  knows  his  own 
Name  beft ;  Jam  (faith He  )  what  lam, 
fum  quifum ;  go  tell  them  that  /  am  hath 
fent  thee  :  A  ftrange  Anfwer,  but  an  An- 
fwer only  pertinent  for  fuch  a  Queftiot: 
What  fttoukJ  Mops  make  of  this  ?    What 
is  he  the  wjfer  of  his  asking  ?    Indeed  he 
might  be  the  wifer,  it  might  teach  him 
more  by  Silence,  then  all  humane. Elo- 
quence qquU  inftruft  him  by  fpeakiag: 
Hi*  QyeftKULW*  curious,  and  behold  an 
4  Anfwer 
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Anfwer  lhort  and  dark,  co  confound  vain 
and  prefumptuous  Mortality.  /  am  what 
Jam,  an  Anfwer  that  does  not  fatisfie  Cu- 
riofity,  for  at  leaves  Room  for  the  firft 
Queftion,  and  what  art  tbou }  But  a- 
bundant  to  filence  Faith  and  Sobriety, 
that  it  [hall  ask  no  more,  but  lit  down  and 
wonder. 

There  are  three  Things  I  conceive  im- 
ported in  this  Name.  G>d's  UiU'earcbable- 
ftefi,  God's  Uncbangeablenefs,  and  God's 
Jibfolutcnels .  His  Incflability*  His  E- 
ternity,  and  His  Sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dent Subfiftence,  upon  whom  all  other 
Things  depend. 

Ifayv  i.  His  Unfearchablenefs :  You 
know  it  is  our  Manner  of  Speech  when  we 
we  would  cover  any  thing  from  any,  and 
not  anfwer  any  thing  diftinctly  to  them, 
we  fay.  it  is  what  it  is.  I  have  faid  what 
I  have  faid,  I  will  not  make  you  wile  of  it. 
Here  then  is  the  fitteft  Notion  you  can 
take  up  God  into,  to  find  him  unfearchable 
beyond  all  Underlianding,  beyond  all 
fpeaking ;  the  more  ye  fpeak  or  think,  to 
find  him  always  beyond  what  ye  fpeak  or 
think  ;  what  ever  you  diicover  of  him,  to 
conceive,  that  Infiniienef*  is-byond  that,  ad 
finem  cujus  pertranfiri  non  potefl,  the 
End  of  which  you  cannot  reach,  that  he  is 
an  immeasurable  Depth,  a  boundlefs  Ocean 
of  Perfection,  that  you  can  neither  found 
the  Bottom  of  it,  nor  find  the  Breadth  of 
it  ?  Can  a  Child  wade  the  Sea,  or  take  it 
up  in  the  Hollow  of  its  Hand  ?  When 
ever  any  thing  of  God  is  feen,  he  is  fcen  a 
Wonder,  Wonderful  is  the  Name  he  is 
known  by :  All  our  Knowledge  reacheth 
no  farther  than  Admiration,  Wbo  is  like 
unto  thee,  Eiod.  xv.  n.  Pfal.  lxxxix. 
6,  7.  and  Admiration  fpeaks  Ignorance. 
The  greateft  Attainment  of  Knowledge 
reacheth  but  (uch  a  Queftion  as  this, 
fftouKkttotbfcl  To  know  only  that 


he  is  not  like  any  other  thing  that  we  too 
but  not  to  know  what  he  is :  And  1 
different  Degrees  of  Knowledge  is  bur 
more  Admiration  or  le'j,  at  his  Unconceii 
ablenefs,  and  in  more  or  lefs  Atfe&on  1 
prefled  in  fuch  pathetick  Interrogations, 
ivbo  if  like  the  Lord}  How  excellent 
his  Name?  Here  is  the  greatelt  D?grt 
of  Saints  Knowledge  here-away,  to  as 
with  Admiration  and  Atfeftion  fcch 
Queftion,  that  no  Anfwer  can  be  given  to 
or  none  that  we  can  conceive  or  under 
rtand,  lb  as  to  fatisfie  wondring.  but  fuel 
as  rtill  m.>re  increafeth  h.  There  »  nc 
other  SubjeA,  but  you  nay  exceed  it  i' 
Apprehenlions,and  in  Eipreflians :  0  ho* 
oiten  are  Mem  Songs,  and  Thoughts,  aac 
Difcoui fes  above  the  Matter  ?  Bur  here  i: 
a  Subject  that  there  is  no  Excefs  into,  nay, 
there  is  no  Accel*  unto  it.  let  be  ExceC 
in  it:  Imagination  that  can  trinfceod 
the  created  Heavens  and  Earth,  and  6" 
cy  to  it  felf  Millions  of  new  Worlds,  etW 
one  exceeding  another,  and.  all  of  then 
exceeding  this  in  Perfection,  yet  it  can  * 
nothing  here  ;  that  which  at  ore  Infant  en 
pafs  tirom  the  one  End  of  Heaven  to  tfo 
other,  walk  about  the  Circumference  f 
the  Heavens,  and  travel  over  the  BreaA 
of  the  Sea.  yet  it  can  do  nothing  hefl 
Canft  tbou  by  Jean  bing  find  out  God 
Job  xi.  Imagination  cannot  tTavef  in  the! 
Bounds,  for  his  Center  is  every  when 
and  his  Circumference  no  where,  as  1 
old  Phitofopher  fpeaks  of  God,  Deus  e\ 
cujus  Centrum  eft  ubique,Circumferenti 
nujquam,  how  fhail  it  then  find  him  oui 
There  is  nothing  lure  here  but  tolofe  01 
felves  in  a  Myftery,  and  to  follow  h 
Majefty  till  we  be  fwallowed  up  with  s 
Oh  altitudo !  O  the  Depth,  and  Heigt 
and  Length,  and  Breadth  ot  Gbd  1  O  tl 
Depth  of  his  Wifdom !  O  the  Heighi 
of  his  Power  •  O  the  Breadth  of  fail  Lovi 
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J  the  Length  of  his  Eternity  .'  'Tis 
beafon  and   Difpufctlon,  iaith   Ber- 

•  will  comprehend  thefe,  but  Holi- 
iaad  that  by  ftretchingout  the  Arms 
rat  and  Love,  Reverence  and  Af- 
i.  What  more  dreadful,  t{nn  Power 
innor  be  reliftei,  and  Wiflom  that 
can  be  hid  from;  and  what  more 
Bun  the  Love  wherewith  he  hath  fo 
ns,"  and  his  Unchangeablenefs  which 
i  ofSufpicion?  O  fear  him  who 
1  Hand  that  doth  all,  and  an  Eye 
ihokisall  Things,  and  love  him  who 
b  loved  us,  and  cannot  change. 
hath  been  the  Subject  of  the  Dif- 
t  and  Debates  of  Men  in  all  Ages, 
h,  Quamlon^eufi  in  rebut  qtheft 
wmmumi  in  vocibus  ?  How  little 
(tin  huh  Men  understood  of  him  ? 
'  tath  be  been  hid  from  the  Eyes  of 
ting.  £very  Age  muft  give  this 
Bony  W  him,  <we  have  beard  of 
fenr,  but  be  is  bid  from  the  Eyes  of 
og.  .  I  think,  that  Philofopher  that 
hvo'  Us  Advifement,  faid  more  in 
i  don  *H  Men  have  done  in  lpeaking. 
idtf  being  asked  by  Hitro  a  Ring, 
Bod  was?  Asked  a  Day  to  deliberate 
Admit  upon  it ;  when  the  King  fought 
2XJOU  of  his  Meditation  about  it,  he 
rfyet  tw6  Days  more,  and  fo  as  oft  as 

_,  asked  him,  he  ftili  doubled  the 
of  the  Days  in  which  he  might 
upon  it.  The  King  Wondring  at 
taked  what  he  meant  by  thofe  Delays : 
he,  Quarto  inagis  conftdero,  tanto 

•  obfeurior  mibi  videtur,  the  more  I 
□0  him,  he  is  the  more  dark  and  un- 
rifto  me?  This  was  more  reall 
riedge  than  the  many  fubtile  Difputa- 
of  thofe  Men,  who  b/  their  poor 
of  finite  Capacity,  and  Reafon,  pre- 
xo  empty  the  Ocean  of  God's  Infinite- 
by  fading  out  Aafwersto  all  the  Ob- 


jeftions  of  carnal  Reafon,  againft  all  thofe 
MyAeries  and  Riddles  of  the  Deity;  f 
profefi,  I  know  nothing  can  fatisfy  Rea- 
fon in  this  Bufinefs,  but  to  lead  it  captive 
to  the  Obtdience  of  Faith,  and  to  iilence 
it  with  the  Faith  of  a  Myftery  Which  we 
know  not.  Paul's  Anfwer  is" one  for  alf, 
and  better  than  all  the  Syllogifms  of  fuch 
Men,  What  art  tbou,  O  Man,  <wbo  dif . 
puteft}  Difpute  thxi:  I  will  believe. 
Ut  inteVigatur,  tacendum  eft,  Silence 
only  can  -get  fome  Account  of  God  ;  quiet 
and  humble  Ignorance  in  the  Admiration 
of  fuch  a  Majefty,  i5  the  profoundeft 
Knowledge.  Non  eft  mirumfi  ignoreUir, 
majoris  ejfet  adminufonisfifciatur.  It  i s 
no  Wonder  that  God  is  not  known,  all  the 
Wonder  were  to  know  and  comprehend 
fuch  *  Wonder,  fiich  a  My  fiery  ?  It  is  a 
a  Wonder  indeed,  ihat  he  is  net  more 
known,  but  when  I  fay  fo,  I  mean  that  he 
is  not  more  wondred  at,  becaufe  he  is 
paffing  Knowledge.  If  our  Eyes  of  Fltffli 
cannot  fee  any  thing  almoft  when  they 
look  rtrait  and  (ledfaftly  upon  the  Sun, 
O  what  can  the  Eye  of  the  Soul  behold, 
when  it  is  fixed  upon  the  Con  fi deration  of 
that  ftining  and  glorious  Majefty?  Will 
not  that  very  Light  be  as  Darknefs  to  it, 
that  k  (hall  be  as  it  were  darkned,  and 
dazleti  with  a  thick  Mfft  of  Light,  in  fit- 
pcrhtcente  caligine,  c6ofouhded  with  that 
refplendent  Darknefs.  'Tis  faid  that  the 
Lord  covers  Himfeffivitb  Light  as  witit 
a  Garment,  and  yet  Clouds  and  DarIP 
nefs  are  about  Him,  and  be  makes  Dark- 
nefs bis  Coveri}%,  Pfalm.  xviii.  g,  10, 
12.  His  inacceffible  Light  is  this  glorious 
Darknefs,  that  itrikes  die  Eyes  of  Metr 
blind  ;  as  in  the  Darknefs,  the  Sun  s  Light 
is  the  Night-owle's  Night  arid  Darknefs, 
when  a  Soul  can  find  no  better  Way  to" 
know  him  by,  tjien  by  thefe  Names  and 
Notions  by  which  we  deny  our  own  Know* 
G  ledge, 


§o.        God's  Vnfearohabknefs  and  ahfolute  PerfeBion. 


ledge,  when  it  conceived  all  of  him  it  can, 
then,  as  being  over  come  with  that  dazling. 
Brightnefs  of  his  Glory,  to  think  him  in- 
conceivable* and  to  exprefs  hiqi  in  fucb 
Terms  as  wkhallexprefles  our  Jgnorance: 
There  is  no  Name  agrees  more  to  God, 
than  that  which  fajrb,  we  cannot  name  him, 
wecanaot  know  him,fuchas,  itmfible,  in- 
meompreberftble,  infinite,  &c.    This  So- 

*  crates*  an  Heathen,  profeft  to  be  all  his 
Knowledge,  that  he  knew  he  did  know  no- 
thing, and  therefore  he  prcaclied  an'  un- 
known God  to  'the  Athenian/ 9  to  whom 
after  they  erefted  an  Altar  wiA  that  In* 
fcripuon,  To  the  unknown  God.  I  confefs, 
indeed*  the  moft  Fart  of  our  Difcourfcs, 
of  our  Performances,  have  fuch  a  writing 
on  them,  To  the  unkmwn  God,  becaufe  we 
think  we  know  him,  and  fowe  know  no- 
thing ;  But  O  that  Chriftiaos  had  lo  much 
Knowledge  of  God,  Co  much  tru^  Wtf 
dom,  as  folidly,  and  willingly  to  confeis 

t  in  -our  Soiils  our  own  .Ignorance  of  him, 
'  and  then  1  would  defire.no  other  Know- 
ledge, and  growing  in  the  Grace  *f  God, 
but  to  grow  niore  and  more  in  the  Believ- 
tn  Ignorance  of  fuch  a  Myftery*  in  the 
Knowledge  of  an  unknown,  unconceivable, 
and  unfcarchable  God,  that  in  all  the  De- 
grees of  Knowledge  we  might  ftill  con- 
ceive we  had  found  left,  aad  that  there  is 
more  to  be  found  than  before  we  appre- 
hended. This  is  the^mofl  perfeft  Know- 
ledge of  God,  that  doth  not  drive  away 
Barknels,  but  encreafe   it  in  the  Soul's 

*  Apprehenfion  ;  any  Encreafe  in  it  doth  not 
declare  what  God  is,  or  fitisfie  one's  Ad- 
miration in  it*  but  rather  ftiews  him  to  be 
more  invisible  and  unfearcbafale ;  fo  that 


the  Darknefs  of  a  Souls  Ignorance h  ] 
more  manifefte*by  this  light,  and  not 
more  covered,  and  one's  own  Knowledge 
is  rather  darkned,  and  difapptars  in  the 
glorious  Appearance  of  this  Light ;  for  in 
all  new  Difcoveries,  there  is  no  other 
thing  appears:  But  that  this  which  the 
Soul  is  feeking  is  fupereminently  unknown, 
and  ftill  further  from  Knowledge  than  eve* 
i.  conceived  it  to  be.  Therefore  what- 
ever you  conceive  or  fee  of  God,  if  ye 
think  ye  know  what  ye  conceive  and  fee, 
it's  not  God  ye  fee,  but  fomethingof  God  s, 
lefs  than  Gtd  :  Por  it's  laid,  Eye  bath  not 
feen,  nor  Ear  beard,  nor  both  it  entered 
into  the  Hexrt  of  Alan  to  conceive, 
nakm  be  batb  laid  up  for  tbem  that  love 
Him:  Now,  certainly,  that's  Himfelf  he 
hath  laid  up. for  them;  therefore  whate- 
ver thou  conceives  of  him,  and  thinks  now 
thou  knows  him,  that  is  not  He ,  for  be 
hath  not  entred  into  Man's  fteart  to  con- 
ceive Him.  Therefore  this  muft  be  thy 
Soul's  Exercife  and  Progrefi  in  it,  to  re- 
move all  things,  all  Conceptions  frqm  him, 
as  not  Jjefeeming  his  Majefy,  and  to  go 
Hill  forward  in  fuch  a  dark  negative  Dif- 
covery,  till  theu  know  not  where  to  feek 
him,  nor  find  him.  Si  qui  J  Deumvideat 
&imelligat  quod  vidit,  Drum  non  vidit, 
If  any  fee  God,  and  underhand  whatthejr 
fee,  God  they  do  not  fee ;  /or,  God  batb 
no  Lian  feen,  i  John  iv.  i£.  ^ind  no 
Man  knows  the  Fatber  but  the  Son,  and 
none  knows  the  Son  byt  the  Father ;  it's 
his  own  Property,  to  know  Himfelf,  as 
to  be  Himfelf;  ftlent  and  feeing  Ignorance, 
is  our  fafeft  and  higheft  Knowledge. 
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|Exod.  ifi.    14.    /  AM  StHAf  I  AM.     Pfa!.  xc.  2.    Before  the' 
Mount  dins y  &c  •  from  ever  lifting  to  everlafting  thou  art  God.    Jub. 
xu  7,  8,  9.  Canfltbou  by  fear cbing  find  out  God,  &c. 


THIS    is  the  chief  Point  of  faving 
Knowledge*   to  know  God:    And 
this  b  the  firft  Point  or  Degree  of  the 
true  Knowledge  of  God,  to  difcern  how 
Iporast  we  are  of  hini,  and  find  him  be- 
jood  all  Kapwledge :    The  Lonfgive* 
1  Definition  of    Himfelf,  but  fuch  a  one 
-I  s  is  no  more  clear  than  Himfelf  10  our 
Capacities ;  A  ihorr  one  indeed,  and  you 
may  iVunk  it  fays  not  much,  /  am.    What 
bit  that  may  not  fay  fo,  lam  thai  lam} 
The  leaft  and  <noft  inconfiderable  Crea- 
tive hath  its  own  Being;  Mans  Wifitom 
would  hare  learned  hijn  to  call  Himfelf 
by  £une  high  Stiles,  as  the  Manner  and 
Guftom  of  Kings  and  Princes  is,  and  fuch 
as  the  Flattery  of  Men  attributes  unto  tfiem; 
you  would  think  the  Superlatives  of  wife, 
good,   ftrong*  excellent,   glorious,    and 
fijeh  like,  were  more  befeeming  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  yet  there  is  more  Majefty  in 
the  finple   Stile  than  in  all  others ;  but  ? 
natural  Man  cannot  behold  it,  for  it  is 
tpiritwUy  difcemed.    Let  the  potjbeard's 
vftbe  Earth  <  faith  he  ^  ftrhe  with  the 
potjbeards  of  the  Earth,  Ifa.  xir.  9.  But 
lit  them  notjtrivt  with  their  Maker.    So 
Ifiy,  let.  Creatures  compare  with  Crea- 
tures ;  ^et|1hem  take  fuperlativ/e  Stiles,  in 
regard  of  others ;  let  fome  gf  them  be 
called  good;  and  Jbme  better,  in  the  Com- 
panion among  themfelves,  but  God  muft 
not    enter   in  tKe   Companion.    J*aul 
thinks  it  an  odious  Companion,  to  com- 
pare prefent  Crofles  to  eternal  GJory,  / 
tfh*  Oftn  not  w*tby  to'be  compared, 


faith  PauU  'Rom.  viii..  But  how  much 
more  odious  is  it,  to  compare  God  with 
Creatures.  Call  Him  Iligheft,  caJJ  Hit* 
moft  Powerful,  call  Him*  moft  F.*ceitonr', 
Almighty,  moft  Glorious' in  refpeft  of 
Creatures,  you  do  bv.t  ahaie  his  Mijertr, 
to  bring  it  down  to  .my  Ternft  of  Com- 
panion with  them,  which  is  beyond  ail 
the  Beunds  of  Understanding;  all  thefe  do 
but  exprefs  Him  to  be  in  fome  Degree 
eminently  (eated  above  the  Creatures,  as 
fome  Creatures  are  above  all  others,  fo 
you  do  no  more  but  make  Him  the  Head 
of  all,  as  ibme  one  Creature  is  tfje  Head 
of  one  Line  or  Kind  under  it ;  but  what 
is  that  to  his  Majefty?  He  fpeats  other: 
wife  of  Himfelf,  {fa.  xi.  1 7.  AliXaliws 
are  leforeHim  as  nothing  and  tley  are 
a&ouQttd.  to  Him  left  than  lioibixg. 
Then,  .ceftajnly,  you  hare  not  taieh  up 
the  true  Notion  of  God,  when  ydu  hav.e 
conceived  him  the  moft  eminent  of 
all  Beings,  as  long  as  any  Being  appears 
as  a  Being  in  his  Sight,  before  whom 
all  Beings  conjoyned  are  as  nothing ;'  while 
you  conceive  God  to  be  the.beft,  you.ftill " 
attribute  fcmeihirig  to  flie  Creature,  for  an 
Comparatives  include  the  Pofitive  in  botli 
Extreariv* :  So  then,  you  take  up  only 
fome  different  Degrees  between  them 
who  differ  fo  infinitely,  fo  incompreheu- 
fibly;  the  Diftance  betwixt  Heaven  and 
Earth  is  but  a  poof  Similitude,  to  exprefs 
the  Diftance  between  God  and  Creatures  ; 
What  is  the  Diftance  betwixt  a  Being  and 
nothing?  Can  you  meafure  it  ?  Can 
■         G  ft  joh 


$>i        God's  UiifearchahlentfS)  and  abloli'te  Perfection. 


you  imagine^ it  ?  Suppofe  you  take  the 
moflrtugn,lfc  the  moft  low,  and  mea- 
sure the  Dirtance  betwixt  them,  you  do 
but  confider  the  Difference  betwixt  two 
Bejngs,  but  you  do  not  exprefc  how  far  No- 
thing is  diftant  from  any  of  them  :  Npw, 
if  any  Thing  could  be  imagined  lefs  than 
nothing,  could  you  at  all  guefs  at  the  vaft 
Diftance  between  it  and'  a  Being  ?  Now 
fo  it  is  here ;  thus  faith  the  Lord,  all  Na- 
tions, their  Glory,  Perfe&ion,  and  Num- 
ber* all  of  them,  and  all  their  Excellencies 
united,  do  not  amount  to  the  Value  of  an 
Unity,  in  regard  of  my  Majetty  ;  all  of 

.  them  like  Cyphers,  joyn  never  (o  many  of 
them  together,  they  can  never  make  up  a 
Number,  they  are  nothing  in  this  regard, 
and  lefs  than  noibuig.  So  then,  we  ought 
thus  to  CQnceive  of  God,  and  thu$  to  attri- 
bute a  Being  and  Life  to  him,,  as'  in  his 
Sight,  and  in  the  Confideratioh  of  it,  all 
created  Beings  might  evaniih  out  of  our 
Sight ;  as  the  glvriqus  .Light  of  the  Sun, 
thbugh  it  do  not  annihilate  the  'Stars,  and 
n\ake  them  nothing,  yet  it  annihilates  their 
Appearance  to  our  Senfes,  anii  makes  them 
diftppear,.as  if  they  were  not-,; alrtfcugh 
there  be  a  great  Differeijee  arid  Ih^juality  of 
die  Stars  in  the  Night,  fome  li^hfer.  fome 
darker,  fome  of  the  firft  Magnitude  and 

'  lome  of  the  fecond  and  third, -$r.  fome  of 
greater  Glory,  and  fonrie  of  lefs:  But  ui  the 
Day-time  all  are  alike,  ail  are  darkned  by 
the  Sun's  Glory :  Even  fo  it  is  here^  tfioMgh 
we  may  compare  one  Creature  with'' anp- 
ther,  and  find  different  Degrees  of  Per-, 
fedtion  and  Excellency,  while  we  are  on- 
ly comparing  them  among  themfelves ; 
but  let  once  the  glorious  Brightnefs  of 
God  foine  upon  the  Soul,  and  in  that  Light 
all  thefe  lights  (hall  be  objured,  alt  their 
Differences  unoblerved ;  an  Angel  and  a 
Man,  a  Man'  and  a  Worm,  (jiffer  much 


in"  his  Prefence  there  is  no  iuch  reckoning, 
upon  this  account   all  .Things  are  alike, 
God  infinitely  diftant  from  all,  and  fo  not 
more  or  lefs :  Inrinitenefs  is  not  capable  of 
luch  Terms  of  Comparifon.     This  is  the 
Reafon  why  Chrift  fays,  7%ere  is  none 
good,  but  one,  even  God.    Why,  becaule, 
in  refpeft  of  his  Goodnefs,  nothing   de«. 
ferves  that  Name  ;  leiTer  Light  in  the  View 
of  the  greater  is  a  Darknel?,  as  lefs  Good 
in  Companion  of  a  greater,  appears  Evil : 
How  much  more  then  fhall  created  Light 
and  created  Goodnefs  lofe  that  Name  andi 
Notion,  in.  the  Prefence  of  that  uncreated   . 
Light,  and  §elf-fufficient  Goodnefs :  And." 
therefore  it  is,  that  the  Lord  calls  Himfelf 
after  this  Manner,  I  am,  as  if  nothing  elfe. 
were.    I  willnot  fay,  faith  he,  that  I  am 
the  Higheft,  the  beft  and  moft  Gtoriousi 
*hat  is;  that  fuppofeth  other  Things  to. 
have  fome  Being,  and  fome  Glory  that  isj 
worthy  the  accounting  of;  But  I  am,  and 
tbtre  is  none  elfe  J  am  alone  J  lift  up  my 
Hand  ta  Heaven,  andfvear,  I  live  for 
ever.    TJiere  is  nothing  elfe  can  fay*  I  am,. 
I. live, and  there  is  none  elfe  ;  for  there ii 
hothing  hath  it  of  it  felf:  Can  any  boattof 
that  whklh  they  have  borrowed,  apd  is  not- 
their  own?    As,  if  the  Bird  that  had  ftol-. 
left  from  other   Birds  its  fair  Fea&ers/ 
fhould  come  forth  and  confend  with  them 
about  Beauty,  woyld  not  they  prefently  e- 
very.  one  pluck  out  their  own<  and  leave* 
her  nakfed,  tp  be  ah  Objeft  of  Mockpry  to* 
all  ?    pvtn  lb,  fince  bur  Brealb  and  Be- 
ingis  in  ourNoJirifsfnd  that  depend*]  tipon 
his  Majeft y%s  breathmg  uppnus.iffceihould 
bufkeep  in  Ms  Breath,  as  it  were,  wtf 
thould  vaniih  iqto  nothing,  Helooketb  up- 
on Man  and  be  is  not,  Job  vii.  8.   That 
is  a  ftrtnge  Look,  that  looks  Man  not  on- 
ly out  of  Countenance,  but  put  of  Life  and 
Being,  He  looks  him  into  his  firft  nothing  ; 
tad  Jtheo  cao  he  lay,  I  live,  I  am ;  no,  he 

muft 
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\  always  fay  of  hirafelf  in  refreft  of 
f  as  Paul  of  himfelf  in  refpeft  .of 
iff,  /  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Cbrijf in  mf >  J 
yet  not  I,  but  God  in  me:  I  live,  lam, 
oot  I,  bur  in  Gad*  in  whom/totf. 
have  my  Being.  So  chat  there  is  no 
r  thing  befide  God  can  fay,  /  am ;  be- 
» all  things  are  but  borrowed  Drops  of 
felffufficient  Fountain,  and  Sparkles  of 
primitive  light ;  let  any  thing  inter- 
►  between  the  Stream  and  the  Foun- 
,.and  it  is  cut  off  and  dryed  up ;'  let 
thing  be  interpofed  between  the  Sun 
be  Beam,  and  it  evaniihes.  Therefore 
Fountain-being,  this  original  Light,  this 
teeing  din*  or,  as  Plato  called  him,  de- 
cs only  die  Name  of  Being ;  other 
ogs  tb^t  we  call  after  that  Name  are 
rer  notkang  than  God,  and  fo,  in  re- 
I  of  his  jllajefty,  may  more  fitly  be 
edaodungthm  femething.  You  fee  then 
r  profound  a  My  fiery  of  God's  abfolute 
Eiffident  Perfeftidn  is  infolded  in  thefe 
t  Letters;  /  am,  or  in  thefe  four 
k>vah.)  If  you  ask  what  is  God  ? 
fe  is  nothing  occurrs  better  than  this, 
\  or  be  that  is :  If  I  (houldfay  He  is 
Almighty,  the  only  Wife,  the  mofl 
eft*  the  moR  Glorious,  it  is  all  con- . 
ed  in  that  Word*  /  am  that  I  am, 
fe.hoc  eft  ei  ejfe,  bac  omnia  effe\ 
tfotif  to.te indeed,  to  be  all  thofePer- 
Eftf*  'Amply,  abfo)utely,.and  as  it  were 
f  j  it  1  fay  all  that,  andfhould  reckon 
'all .  the  Scripture-Epithets*  I  add  no- 
;;  if  I  fay  no-  more,,  I  diminfono- 

a  this  holds  out  God's  abfolute  Per- 
on,  fo  we  told  you  tha-  it  imports  his 
ni'ty  and  his  Unchangeablenefs.  You 
iv  PUatfs  Speech,  vyjtyt  I  have  writ- 
I  have  written,  wherein  he  meant, 
he  would  not  change  it,  it  (hould  ftand 
So  this  properly  belongs  to  God'*  Eter- 


nity, Before  the  Mountains  <wire  brought 
forth,  from  Everlajling  to  Everlafting  be 
is  Cod,  Pfal.  xc.  2.  Now  this  is  pro- 
perly xo  be,  and  this  only  deferves  the 
Name  of  Being,  which  never  was  nothing , 
and  never  (hall  be  nothing,  which  may  al- 
ways fay,  /  am ;  you  know  it  is  fo  with 
nothing  elfe  but  God  ;  the  Heavens  and 
Earth,  with  the  Things  thereia,  could  not 
not  fay  6000  Years  ago,  lam.  ^idam 
could  once  have  faid,  I  am,  but  now  he 
cannot  fay  it ;  for  that  Self-being  and 
Fountain-being  hath  faid  to  him,  Return 
to  Dufr  \  and  fo  it  is  with  all  the  Generati- 
ons part,  where  are  they  now?  They 
were;  but  they  are  not :  And  we  then  were 
not,  and  now  are ;  for  we  are  come  in 
their  Place,  but  within  a  little  Time,,  who 
ofus.canfay,  I  am?  NoBweJ!ee  away 
and  are  like  a  Dream,  as  when  one  a* 
vjaketb :  We  are  like  a  tale  that  is  told, 
that  makes  a  prefent  Noife,  and  it  is  part  ; 
within  few  Years  this  Generation  will 
pals,  ancf  none  will  make  Mention  of  us, 
our  Place  will,  not  know  us,  ho  mots 
than  We  do  . jiow  remember  fhofe  vylio 
have  been  before:,  thrift  faid  of  John, 
He  was  a  burning  dndjbining  Light, 
he  was,  faith  he,  but  now  he  is  not:  But 
Chriftmay  always  fay,/  am  the  Light  and 
Life  of  Men.  Man  is,but  look  a  little  back- 
ward,  and  he  was  not ;  you  Dial]  find  fcs  ' 
Original  ;  and  ftep  a  little  forward  and  he 
lhall  not  j?e,  you  fliall  find  his  End:  Bui 
God  is  yilpha  and  Omega,  the  Begin* 
ning  and  the  End .  But  Oh,  who  can  re- 
tire fo  far.  backward  as  to  apprehend  a 
Beginning,  or  go  ftich  a  ftart  forward  as 
to  conceive  an  End  jn  fuch  a  Being  as  ir 
the  Beginning  and  End  of  all  Things  ? 
butwithoutallBeginningandEnd?  Who  ft 
Underftanding  would  it  not  confouql? 
Thefe  is  no  Way  here  but  to  gee  tnta 
Pauls  Sanftuary,  O  the  Hfigbtb  and 
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Breadth^  and  Length  and  Depth  \  We 
cannot  imagine  a  Being,  bat  we  muftfirft 
conceive  it  nothing,  and  in  fome  inftant 
receiving  its  Being ;  and,  therefore  canft 
tbw  by  Searching  find  out  God?  There- 
fore what  his  Being  is,  hath  not  entred  in- 
to the  Heart  of  Man  to  confider.  If  any 
Man  would  live  out  the  Space  but  of  two 
Generations,  he  would  be  a  World*  Won- ; 
der;  but  if  any  had  their  Days  prolonged  I 
as  the  Patriarchs  before  the  Flood,  they  ! 
would  be  called  ancient  indeed,  hut  then  j 
the  Heavens  and  Earth  are  for  more  An- : 
cient ;  we  may  go  backward  the  Space  of  j 
near  6ceo  Years  in  our  own  Minds,  and  i 
yet  be  as  far  from  his  Beginning  as  we  | 
were ;  when  we  are  come  to  the  Beginning 
'  of  all  Things,  a  Man's  Imagination  may  yet 
extend  it  felf  further,  and  fuppofeto  it  felf  as 
many  Thoufands  of  Tears  before  the  Be- 
ginning of  Time,  as  all  the  Angels  and  Men 
of  all  Nations,  and  Generations  from  the 
Beginning,  if  they  had  been  im ployed  in  no 
other  thing  but  this,  could  have4ummed 
up ;  an^then  fuppofe  a  Produft  to  be  made 
ofallthefeveral  Sums  of  Years,  it  would 
be  vaft  and  unfpeakable,  butyetyour  Imagi- 
nation could  reach  further,  and  multiply 
that  great  Sum  as  often  into  ir  felf  as  there 
are  Unites  in  it :  Now  when  you  have 
done  all  this,  you  are  nevejr  a  whix  nearer 
the  Dtys  of  the  Ancient  of  Days.  Sup- 
pofe  then  this  ftiouki  be  the  only  Exercifc 
of  Men  and  Angels  throughout  all  Eternity, 
all  this  marvellous  Arithmeticlc  would  not 
amount  ijnto  the  leaft  Shadow  of  the  Con- 
tinuance of  Him  who  is  from  Everlap 
in&  5  all  that  huge  Produft  of  all  the  Mui- 
tiplicationsofMen  and  AngeIs,hathno  Pro- 
portion unto  that  never  Beginning,  and  ne- 
ver ending  Duration  :  The  greateft  Sum 
that  is  imaginable  hath  a  certain  Proportion 
to  the  leaft  Number,  that  it  containtfh  it 
fe  oft  wJ  no  ©finer,  fo  that  the  leaft ' 


Number  being  multiplyed  will  amount*** 
to  the  greateft  that  you  can  conceive,  " 
But  O,  where  (hall  a  Soul  find  it  felf  here  ? 
It  is  inclofed  between  Infinitenefc  before/ 
and  Infinirenefc  behind,  between  two  Ever* 
laftings,  which  way  foever  it  turns,  there 
is  no -out  going ;  which  way  foever  it  looks, 
it  murt  lofe  it  felf  in  an  InfiniteneG  round 
about  it,  it  can  find  no  Beginning  and  no 
End,  when  it  harh  wearied  it  felf  in  parch- 
ing, which  if  it  rind  not,  it  knows  not  what 
it  is,  and  cannot  tell  what  it  is. "  Now  w}ut 
are  we  then  ?  O  what  are  we,"  who  fo 
magnifie  our  felves?  ffe  are  but  of 
yejferday,  and  know  nothing,  Job  viii. 
9.  Suppofe  that  we  had  endured  the 
Space  of  1000  Years,  yet  faith  Mofes, 
Pfal.  xc.  4.  A>  thoufand  Tears  are, 
but  as  yejferday  in  thy  Sight ;  Time 
hath  no  Succeifion  to  thee,  thou  beholdeft 
at  once  whatisnot  at  once,  but  in  feveral 
Times,  all  that  hath  Hot  the  Proportion 
of  one  Day  to  thy  Days :  We  change  in 
our  Days,  and  are  not  that  to-day  we  * 
were  yefterday,  but  He  is  the  fame  Xtf 
terday,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever,  Heb. 
xiii.  8.  .Every  Day  we  are  dying,  fome. 
Pan  of  bur  Life  is  taken  away  ;  we  leave 
ftill  one  Day  more  behind  us,  and  what 
is  behind  us  is  gone  and  cannot  be  recch 
vered :  Though  we  vainly  pleafe  our  felves 
in  the  Number  of  our  Years,  and  the  Ex* 
tent  of  our  Life  and  the  Vicifljwcfes  of 
Time,  yet  the  Try  th  is,  we  ardbiit  ftill 
lofing  fo  much  of  cor  Being  and  Tim*,  as 
pafleth:  Firft,  we  loft  our  Child*hoodt 
then  we  lofe  our  Manhood,  and  then  we 
leave  our  old  Age  behind  us  alio,'  and 
there  is  no  more  before  us,  even  the  verj 
prefent  Day  we  divide  it  with  Death :  But 
when  he  moves  all  Things,  J*  remains 
immoveable  ;  though  Days  and  Years  be 
in  a  continual  Flux  andMwiba  about  him. 
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rithey  carry  us  down  with  their  Force, 
nHe  abides*  the  fame  for  ever ;  even 
fc  Earth  chat  is  eftablifoed  lo  fure,  and 
tt  Heavens  that  are  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
tradable,  yet  they  wax  old  as  doth  a 
kmcnt,  but  He  is  the  fame,  and  bis 
ksu  have  no  End,  Ffal.  cii.  26,  27- 
bt  principio  principium,  abjj\uemfine 
fa,  cut  pretention  non  abit>  baud 
at  fiiturum,  ante  omnia,  poft  omnia, 
oils,  unus  ipfe.  He  is  the  Beginning 
wiout  any  Beginning,vthe  End  without 

J  a  End;  there  is  nothing  *>y-paft  to  him, 
2oJ  nothing  to  come,  fed  uno  mentis 
emit  in  i&u,  qutfunt,  qu*  erunt,qu* 
furantque.  He  is  one  that  is  all,  before 
all,  after  all,  and  ia  all;  He  beholds  out 
of  the  exalted  and  iupereminent  Tower 
of  Eternity,  alltheSocceffions  and  Changes 
tfttic  Crettures,  aad  there  is  no  Succel- 
fioa,  no  Mutation  in  his  Knowledge,  as 
bouts,  JSjtowntobim  or*  all  bis  Works, 
frm  tbcBeginnmgJIt  He  can  declare  the 
Eod  feflbre  the  Beginning,  for  he  knows 


At  End  of  all  Things,  before  he  gives 
ten  Beginning :  Therefore  he  is  never 
diiren  to  any  Confutation  upon  any  E- 
mergent,  or  Incidents  the  wifeft  of  Men 
ajc,  v.W)  couP  not  forefee  all  Accidents 
and  Events,  but  He  is  in  one  mind,  faith 
Job,  and  that  one  Mind  and  one  Purpofe 
is  one  for  ail,  one  concerning  all ;  He  had 
k  from  everlafiing,  and  who  can  turn  I 
hm  ?  For  He  will  accomplijb  ibbatbis 
Siuldtfires. 

Now,  cqnft  ibouby'fearcbingjind  out 
Cod?  Canft  thou  a  poor  mortal  Crea- 
ture, either  afcend  up  unto  the  Heighth  of* 
Heaven,  or  defcend  down  into  the  Depths 
of  Hell?  Canft  ikou  travell  abroad, 
aad  compafs  all  th6  Sea  and  dry  Land,  by 
its  Longitude  and  Latitude?  Would 
any  mortal  Creature  undertake  fitch  a 
Voyage,  tocompaJstbc  Uaivqrfe?   Nay, 


not  only  fo,  but  to  fearch  into  every  Cor- 
nerofit,  above  and  below,  on  the  right 
Hand%  and  on  the  left ;  No  certainly,  un- 
lefs  we  fuppofe  a  Man  wliofe  Head  reaches 
unto  the  Heighth  of  Heaven,  and  whofe 
Feet  is  down  in  the  Depths  of  Hell,  and 
whofe   Arms,  ftretched  out,  can  fathom 
the  Length  of  the  Earth,  and  Breadth  of 
che^Sea,  unlefs,  I  hy,  we  fuppofe  fucha 
Creature,  then  it  is  in  vain  to  imagine,  that 
either  the  Heighth  of  the  one  or  the  Depth 
of  the  other,  the  Length  of  the  one,  andthe 
Breadth  of  the  other,  can  be  found  out 
and  meafured ;  Now  if  mortal  Creatures 
cannw  attain  the  Meafure  of  that  which  is 
finite,  O  then,  what  can  a  Creature  do, 
what  ran  a  Creature  know'  of  him  that  is. 
Infinite,  and  the  Maker  of  all  thefc  Things; ! 
you  cannot  compafs  the  Sea  aod  LarKf;'* 
how  then  can  a  Soul  comprehend  Mm, 
who  bath  meafured  the  Waters  in  the  '' 
Hollow  of  bis  Hand,  and  comprehended 
the  Duft  of  the  Eartb  in  a  Meajure,  and 
the  Mountains  be  weighs  in  Scales,  and 
the  HUls  in  a   Ballame,  Ifa.  xl.  12. 
"Thou  cannot  meafure  the  Circumference 
of  the  Heaven,  how^then  canft  thou  find 
out  him,  wbo  metetb  out  the  Heavens 
witb  bis  Span,  andftretcbetb  them  out 
as  a  Curtain?    Ifa.  xl.   12,  22.    You 
cannot  number  the  Nations,  or  perceive 
the  Magnitude  of  the  Earth,  and  the  huge 
Extent  of  the  Heavens,  what  then  canft 
thou  know  of  him,  who  Jittetb  on  the 
Circle  of  the  Eartb,  andthe  Inhabitants 
are  but  as  Grafs- hoppers  before  bim, 
and  he  fpreadeth  out  the  Heavens  as  a 
Tent  to  dwell  into  ?    He  made  all  the 
Pins  and  States-  of  this  Tabernacle,  and 
he  faftned  them  below,  but  upon  nothings 
and.ftretchts  this  Curtain  about  them,  and 
above  them  ;  and  it  was  not  lb  much  Dif- 
ficulty to  him,  as  to  you  to  draw  the 
Curtain  about  yowled,  for  bejpakc,  and 
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it  was  done,,  be  commanded,  and  it 
food  faft.  Canft  thou  by  fearching  find 
him  out  ?  And  yet  thou  muft  fearcl^him, 
not  fo  much  out  of  Curiofity  to  know 
what  he  is,  for  be  dwells  in  inaccejfible 
Light,  which  no  Man  hafbjetn,  and  no 
Mancanfei,  i  Tim.vi.i6.  Not  fo  much 
tofindhim.asto  be  found  of  him,  or  to  find 
what  we  cannot  know  when  we  have  found ; 
Htc  eft  qui  nunquam  qiuri  fruftra  potcfl, 
cum  tamen  inveniri  non  poteft ;  you  may 
leek  him,  but  though  you  never  find  him, 
yet  ye  (hall  not  feek  him  in  vain,  for  ye 
fhail  find  Bleflednefs  in  him :  Though  you 
find  him,  yet  can  you  fearch  him  out  unto 
Perfediion  ?  Then  what  you  have  found 
were  not  God  ?  How  is  it  poffihlp  for 
fuch  narrow  Hearts  to  frame  an  Appre- 
feenfion,  or  receive  an'  Impreffion  of  fuch 
an h^menfe  Greatnefc,  and  eternal.  Good- 
fiefi?  Will  not  a  Soul  lofe  its  Power  of 
thinking,  and  fpeaking,  becaufe  there  is  fo 
much  to  be  thought  and  fpoken ;  and  it  fo 
cranfcends  all  that  it  can  think  or  fpeak  ? 
Silence  then,  muft  be  the  beft'Rhetorick  ; 
and  the  fWeeteft  Eloquence,  when  Elo- 
quence it  felf  muft  become  dumb  and  Went; 
it  is  the  Abundance  and  Ercefs  of  that  in- 
acceifible  Light,  that  hath  no  Proportion 
to  our  Understandings,  that  ftrikes  us  as 
blind  as  intht  Darkntis  the  want  of  Light: 
All  that  we  can  fay  of  God  is,  that  what- 
soever we  can  think  or  conceive,  he  is  not 
that,  becaufe  he  hath  not  entred  into  the 
Heart  of  Man  to  conceive,  and  that  he  is 
not  like  any  of  thefe  Thing*  which  we 
know,  unto  which  if  he  Jbe  not  like,  we 
cannot  frame  any  Similitude  or  Likenefs 
.of  Him  in  our  Knowledge?*  What  (hall 
We  then  do  ?  Seek  Him,  and  fearch  Him 
indeed  ;  but,  if  we  cannot  know  Him,  to 
reverence  and  fear  and  adore  what  we 
(know  :  So  much  of  Him  may  be  known, 
ft  msy  teach  us  our  Duty,  tod  Jhew  um 


to  us  our  Bkflcdncfs;  Jet  then  all  our  In-  - 
(Juiries  of  Him  have  a  fpecial  Relation  to  ^ 
this  End,  that  we  may  out  of  Love  and  "• 
Fear  of  fiicli  a  glorious  and  gooo  God,  wor*  - 
Ihip  and  ferve  Him,  and  compote  our  '" 
ieives  according  to  his  Will,  and  wholly 
to  his  Pleafure  :  What  ever  thou  knows  of 
-God,  or  fearches  of  Him,  it  is  but  a  vain 
Speculation,  and  a  Work  of  Curiolity,  iF  * 
it  do  not  lead  to  this  End,  to  frame  and 
fa/hion  thy  Soul  to  an  Union  and  Com-' 
munion  with  Him  in  Love ;  if  it  do  not 
dilcover  thy  fdf  unto  thy  felf,  that  in  that 
Light  of  Gods  glorious  Majefty  thou  may 
diftinftly  behold  thy  own  Vilenefs,  and 
wretched  Mifery,  thyDarknefc,  and  Dead- 
nefs,  and  utter  Impotency.  The  Angel* 
that  Ifaiab  faw  attending  God  in  the  Tem- 
ple, had  Wings  covering  their  Faces,  ami 
Wings  covefring  their  Feet :  Thofe  ex: 
cellent  Spirits  who  muft  cover  their  Feet 
from  us,  becaufe  wec^paot  behold  their 
Glory,  as  Mofes  bdwoved  to  be  vailed* 
yet  they  cannot  behold  his  Gl#yf  but 
muft  cover  their  Face  from  the  radiant 
and  Alining  Brightnefs  of  his  Majefty,  yet 
they  have  other  two  Wings  to  tfee  with  ; 
and  being  thus  compofedin  Reverence  and 
Fear  to  God,  they  are  ready  to  execute 
his  Commands  willingly  and  fwiftly,  Ifa. 
vi.  i,  2,  3,  &c.  '  But  what  is  the  Vfe 
Ifaiab  makes  of  all  this  glorious  Sight? 
Wo  is  me,  I  am  a  Man  of  polluted 
Lips,  &c.  Ob,  all  is  unclean,  People \ 
and  Paftor:  He  had  known,  doubtlefs; 
fomething  of  it  befbre,but  now  he  fees  it  of 
new,  as  if  he  had  never  feen  it :  The*  Glo- 
ry of  God  ftiining  on  him,  doth  not  puff 
him  up-in  Arrogancy  and  Conceit  oftho 
Knowledge  of  fuch  profound  M>  fteries, 
but  he  is  more  abafed  id  himieJf  by  it,  it 
ihines  intfc  his  Heart,  and  whole  Man. 
and  lets  him  fee  all  unclean  within  and 
without  >  and  fo  it  was  with  Job,  Job 
4  xUL 
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Scripture,  anfwerabie  to  our  fereral  Ne. 
ceflities,  and   Difficulties,  that  he  might 
make  known  to  us  how  All-fufficient  he  i»f 
tliat  fo  we  may  turn  our  Eyes  and  Hearts 
towards  him:  This  was  the  Intent  oPthis 
Name,  /  am,   that  Mofes  might  have  a 
Support  of  his  Faith;  for  if  he  had  looked 
to  outward  Appearance,  was  it  not  almoft 
a  ridiculous  Thing,  and  like  a  vain  Fancy, 
for  a  poor  inconfiderable  Man  to  go  to  a 
King  with  fuch  a  Meflage,  that  he*  would 
difniifs  fo   many    Subjects  ?    And  was  tx 
not  an  Attempt  of  fome  mad  Man  to  go 
about  to  lead  fo  many  Th.)ufands  from  a 
wicked  tyrannical  King,  into  another  Na- 
tion?    Well,  faith   the  Lord,  /  am ;  I, 
who  give  all  things  a  Being,,  will  give  a 
Being  to  my  Pronfiife  ;  I  will'make  Pha- 
raoh hearken,  and  the  People  obey.     WeJl 
then,  what  is  it  that  this  Name  of  God 
will  not  anfwer?     It  is  a  creating  Name, 
a  Name  that  can  bring  all  Things  out  of 
nothing  by  a  Word ;  if  he  be  fuch  as  he  is, 
then  he  can  make  of  us  what  he  pleates. 
If  our  Souls  had  this  Name  conftantly  en* 
graven  on  our  Hearts,  O  what  Power 
would  Divine  Promifes  and  Threatntngs 
have  with  us  ?    /,  even  /,  am  he  that 
comfortetb   tbees    faith    he  :    If  we  be- 
lieved that  it  were  He  indeed,  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  how  would  we  be  comforted? 
How  would  we  praife  Him  by  His  Name 
J  a  h  ?     How  would  we  ftoop  unto  Him, 
and  fubmit  unto  His  bleflTed  Will  ?  If  we 
believed  this,  would  we  not  be  as  depen- 
dent on  Him  as  if  we  had  no  Being  in  bur 
felves  ?    Would  we  not  make  Him  our 
Habitation  and  Dwelling-place  ?      And 
conclude  our  own  Stability,  and  the  Stabi- 
lity of  his  Church  from  his  unvariable  E- 
ter  nity,  as  the  Pfahnift,  Pfal.   xcix.  1. 
and  Pfal.  cii.  ult.    How  can  we  think 
of  fuch  a  Fountain-being,  but  we  mud  with- 
all  acknowledge  our  felres  to  be  Shadows  of 
*    H  his 


Ilk  5,  6.  1  have  heard  of  thee  by  the 
\*mn&  of  the  E/tr%  but  as  long  as  it  was 
|Harfiy,  I  though t  my  felf  fomething  ;  I 
1  reflected  upon  my  felf  and  Actions, 
Inh  a  kind  of  Self  complacency  and  De- 
1$*:  But  now,  faith   he,   Gnce  /  have 
1  thee  by  the  feeing  of  the  Eye,  1 
l&r  my  felf  in  Duft  and  u4Jbes,  I  can- 
Jwttook  upon  my  felf  with  Patience,  with- 
|«  Abhorred^  andDeteAation  ;  Self  love 
laade  me  loath  other  Mens  Sins  morrf 
[run  dune  owo,  and  Self-love  did  cover 
» own  Sins  from  me,  it  prelented  me 
I  to  my  felf  in  a  feigned  Likenefs,  but  now  I 
[ferny  felf  in  thy  true  Shape,  and  all  Co- 
I  raings  ftripped  off.  Thy  Light  hath  pierced 
atomy  Soul,  and  behold,  I  cannot  endure 
10  loot  upon  my  felf:  Here  now  is  the 
I  irue  Knowledge  of  (Ad's  Majefty,  which 
1  ddayvers  within  thee  a  My  fiery  of  Inic^ii- 
ry ;  and  here  Is  the  Knowledge  of  Godin- 
drect  which  abafts  all  Things  befide  God, 
not  only  in  Opinion,  but  in  Attention,  that 
inrafts   and  unites  thy  Soul  to  God,  and 
drawsit  from  thy  felf  and-all  created  Things: 
This  is  a  right  Difcovery  of  Divine  Purity 
and  Glory-  that  fpots  even  the  Cleannefs  of 
Ju^cts,  and  ftains  the  Pride  of  all  Glory, 
much  more  will  it  reprefent  Fi!thinefi,  as 
Filthmcfi,  without  a  Covering.  It's  Know- 
ledge and  Science  (  falfly  fo  called  )  that 
puflfeib  up,  for  true  Knowledge  emptieth 
a  Soul  of  it  felf,  and  humbleth  a  Soul  in 
it  felf,  dm   it  may  be  full  of  God.    He 
fcat  thinks  lie  knows  any  thing,  he  knows 
nothing  as  be  ought  to  know: 
This  then  is  the  ftrft  Property  or  Mark  of 
die  laving  Knowledge  of  God,  it  removes 
all  Grounds  of  vain  Confidence,  that  a 
Soul  cannot  truft  untoiuelf ;  and  then  the 
rtry  proper  Intent  of  it  is,  that  a  Soul 
may  truft  in  God,  and  depend  on  him  in 
all  Thiogs :  For  this  Purpofc  the  Lord 
bath  called  btmielf  by  fo  many  Names  in  j 
4 


5* 


How. loath  God  is  to  depart 


his  poodnefs,  and  that  we  v  owe  to  Him 
what  we  are,  and  fo  coniecrate  and  dedi- 
cate our  felves  to  his  Glory  ?  How  can 
weconfider  fuch  a  Self-being,  indepen- 
dent^and  creating  Goodnels,  but  we  rauft 
have  fiJtae  Defire  to  cleave  to  him,  and 
.  fome  Confidence  to  trull  hi  Him  ?  Now, 
.  This  is  to  know  Him.  When  we  think  on 
his  Unchangeablenefi,  let  us  confider  our 
own  Vanity,  whole  Glory  and  PerfedH- 
on  is  lil£  a  Summer  Flower,  or  like  a  Va- 
pour amending  for  a  little  Time,  whofe 
beft  Eftate  is  altogether  Vanity :  Our  Pur- 
ppfes  are  foon  broken  off,  and  made  of  none 
Effeft ;  our  Refolutions  change.  -  This  is  a 
Charafter  of  Mortality,  we  are  not  always 
alike,  Non  fbi  conflate,  nee  ttbique  & 
ftmper  Jt6i parem  eundemqueejfe.  To 
be  now  oneThing,  and  then  another  Thing, 
is  a  Property  of  finfol  and  wretched  Man  ; 
therefore  let  us  ceafe  from  Man  whofe 
Breath  is  in  bis  Nojfrils,  and  not  rruflin 
Princes  who  (hall  die,  far  lefs  in  our  felves 
who  are  lefi  than  the  leaft  of  Men  :  But 
let  us  put  our  Truft  in  God,  who  changes 
nor,  and  we'  (hall  not  be  confumed  ;  our 


Waters  (hall  not  fail,  we  lhall  never  be  a-  - 
fhamed  of  any  Hcpe  we  have  in  hira.   - 
There  is  nothing  elle  you   truil  in,  but,  • 
undoubtedly,  it  (hall  prove  your  Shrine    - 
and  Confufion  in  Sum ;  whatever  you  hear    : 
or  know  of  God,  know  that  it  is  vain  and 
empty,  unlefs  it  defcend  down  into  the 
Heart  to  falhion  it  to  his  Fc  ar  and  Love, 
and  extend  unto  the  outward  Man  to  .con- 
form it  to  Obedience ;  you  are  but  vain 
w  your  Imagination  r,  ancryour  foolijb 
Hearts  are  darkned,  while  wbet^  you  • 
know  God,  youg/orifie  Him  not  as  God ; 
if  that  be  not  the  Fruit  «md  End  of  Know- 
ledge, that  Knowledge  (hall  be  worfe  to 
thee  than  Ignorance,  for  both  it  brings  on 
judicial  Hardning  here,  and  will  be  thy 
folemn  Accufer  and  Witnefs  againft  thee 
hereafter,  Rom.  i.%1,24.    The  Know- 
ledge of  Jefus  ChriR,  truly  fo  called,  is 
neither  barren  nor  unfruitful,  /or  out  of 
its  Root  and  Sap  fprings    out  Humility, 
Self-abafing,  Confidence  in  God,  Patience 
in  Tribulations,  Meeknefs  m  Provocati- 
ons, Temperance  and  Sobriety  in  lawful 
Things,  g£.   2  Pet.  i.  5,  6,  7,  8. 


Exod.  xxiv.  5,6,7,  8.  SfbeLord,  the  Lord  God,  Merciful  and  Gracious, Sec. 


T^Here  is  nothing  can  feparate  between 
A  God  and  a  People  but  Iniquity,  and  yet 
he  is  very  loath  to  feparate  even  for  that ; 
he  makes  many  Shews  of  departing,  that 
fo  we  may  hold  him  faft  ;  and  indeed  he 
is  not  difficult  to  be  hokfcn.  He  threa- 
tens often  to  remove  his  Pretence  from  a 
Ferfon,  or  Nation  ;  and  he  threatens,  that 
he  may  not  indeed  remove,  but  that  they 
may  entreat  him  to  ftay,  and  he  is  not 
hard  to  be  entreated  :  Who  is  a  God  like 
unto  him,  flow  to  Anger,  and  of  great 
Mercy  ?  He  is  long  of  being  provok- 
oJ,  and  ooc  loos  Provoked  >  for  it  is 


.like  the  Anger  of  a  Parent's  Love: 
I  Love  takes  on  Anger,  as  the  laft  Remedy, 
and  if  it  prevail,  it  is  as  glad  to  put  it  off,  as 
it  was  unwilling  to  take  it  on.  You  may 
fee  a  lively  Pifture  of  this  in  God's  dealing 
with  Mofes  and  this  People  in  the  preceed- 
ing  Chapter.  He  had  tang  endured  this 
rebellious  anrf  obflipate  People,  had  often 
threatned  to  cut  tbem  off,  and  yet,  as  it 
were,  loath  to  do  it,  and  repenting  of  it, 
he  fuflfefshimfelf  to  be  entreated  for  them ; 
but  all  in  vaj»lo  them,  th*y  corrupted 
their  Way  mil  more;  And  in  the  xxxii, 

Cbap. 


from  a  Teople*  or  Verfon. 
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Gkp.  falls  in  grofs  Idolatry,  the  great 
Trdpafi  that  he  had  gixen  them  fo  fo- 
kmn  warning  of  often,  whereupon  great 
Wrath  is  conceived .  And  the  Lord,  Chap . 
iniii.  a.  threatens  to  depart  from  them  ; 
Go  your  Way,  faith  he  to  Canaan*  but 
Iwifl  not  go  with  you  ;  take  your  Venture 
of  any  Judgments,  and  the  People  of  the 
Land's  Cruelty  :  Here  is  a  fad  Farewell  to 
Ijrael,  and  who  would  think  he  could  be  cle- 
ared after  all  that?  Who  would  think  that 
fe  could  be  entreated?  And  yet  he  is  not 
entreated ,  he  is  not  requeued  before  lie  gives 
fane  Ground  t>f  it,  and  before  he  firrt 
GDadefcends  ;  fio,  faith  he,  and  put  off  thy 
Ornaments  from  thee,  that  I  may  know 
vbat  to  do  unto  thee.  Will  he  then  ac- 
cept a  repenting  People,  and  is  there  yet 
Hope  of  MerCy  ?  Should  he  that  is  going 
way  ftiew  us  the  Way  to  keep  him  ftill  ? 
And  he  tfarJleesfromus,  will  he  ftrength- 
co  us  to  purluc  and  follow  after  him  ? 
This  is  not  after  the  Manner  of  Men,  it 
is  true,  whofe  Companions  fail,  when 
their  Faflion  arifeth,  but  this  is  the  Man- 
ner and  Method  of  Grace ;  or  of  him  who 
waits  to  be  gracious :  He  flees  fo  as  he 
would  have  a  Follower ;  yea,  while  he 
ferns  to  go  away,  he  draws  die  Soul 
dttt «  may  run  after  him  ;  hence  is  that 
Word,  PfaU  Ixiii.  8.  My  Soul  follows 
hard after  tbee\  tby  right  Handupbolds 
me.  Well,  the  People  mourns  and  puts 
off  thfeir  Ornaments  in  Sign  of  Humiliation 
and  Abatement,  but  all  this  doth  not  paci- 
fy and  quench  the  Flame  that  was  kindled: 
Mofes  takes  the  Tabernacle  out  of  the 
Gamp,  the  Place  of  Judgment  where  God 
<pake  with  the  People  ;  and  the  Cloud, 
the  Sign  of  God's  Prefence,  removes :  In 
l  Word,  the  Signs  of  God's  loving  and 
kind  Prefencfe  depart  from  them,  to  figni- 
fy,  that  they  were  divorced  from  God, 
and,  in  a  Manner,  the  Lord  by  Mojis 
ettommunieat*s  all  the  People,  and  Rut 
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ers  both,  and  draws  away  thefe  Holy 
Things  from  the  Contagion  of  a  prophane 
People :  But  yet  all  is  not  gone ;  be  goes 
far  off,  but  not  out  of  Sight,  that  you  may 
always  follow  Him,  and  if  you  follow, 
He  will  ftand  ftill ;  He  is  never  without 
the  Reach  of  crying,  though  we  do  not 
perceive  Him.  Now,  in  this  fad  Cafe 
you  may  have  a  Trial  who  is  Godly : 
Every  one  that  fefks  the  Lord  will  feparaie 
from  the  unholy  Congregation,  and  fol- 
low the  Tabernacle ;  and  this  affefts  the 
whole  People  much,  that  they  all  worfhip 
in  the  Tent-doors.  Now,  in  the  mean 
Time  God  admits  Mofes  to  fpeak  with 
Him  ;  though  He  will  not  (peak  to  the 
People,  yet  He  will  fpeak  with  their  Me- 
diator, a  typical  Mediator,  to  ih*w 
us  that  God  is  well  pleated  in  ChrkJ  ; 
and  fo  all  Chrifts  Intercefllons  and  Re^ 
quells  for  us  will  get  a  Hearing ; 
wfcen  they  are  come  once  in  talking, 
the  Bufinefs  is  taken  up,  for  He  is  notfooi* 
angry,  and  never  implacably  angry,  How 
to  Anger,  and  keeps  it  not  long:  Afo/^/ fil- 
ling familiar  with  God,  not  only  obtains  hi* 
Requcft  for  the  Peopie,  but  becomes  more 
bold  in  a  Requeft  for  his  own  Satisfaction 
and  Confirmation  :  He  could  not  endure 
to  lead  that  People,  except  God  went 
with  him  ;  and  having  die  Promifeof  his 
going  with  them,  he  cannot  endure  Dif- 
tance  with  him,  but  afpires  to  the  neareit 
Communion  that  may  be  :  Oh, that  it  wer# 
fo  with  us.  His  great  Requeft  is,  That 
the  Lord  would  fhew  him  his  Glory ;  had 
he  not  feen  much  of  this  already  ?  And. 
more  than  any  Man  ever  faw,  when  he 
fpake  in  the  Mount  with  God*  fijfe? 
Nay,  but  he  would  fee  more.'fbr'ihwe 
is  always  more  to  be  feen,  and  there  U  in 
a  godly  Soul  always  piore  Defire  to  fee  it; 
the  more  is  feen,  the  more  is  loved  and 
defired  ;  tafting  of  it  only  begets  a  kindly 
Appetite  after  it,  and  the  moretafted,  ftill 
H  *  -the 
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ithe  treiher  and  more  recent,  but  yet  it  is 
above  bqth  Defire  and  Fruition,  thou  canft 
not  (ee  my  Face,  £jc.  All  our  Know- 
ledge of  God,  all  our  Attainments  of  Ex- 
perience of  Him,  do  reach  but  to  fome 
dark  and  confufed  Apprehenfion  of  what 
he  is;  the  cjear^ft  and  neareft  Sight  of 
God  in  this  World,  is,  as  if  a  Man  were 
not  known  but  by  his  Back,  which  is  a 
gteat  Point  of  Eftrangefoent :  'Tis  faid,in 
Heaven  we  (hall  fee  Hini  Face  to  Face, 
and  fully  as  he  is,  becaufe  then  the  Soul 
1  is  made  capable  of  ir. 

Two  Things  in  us  here  puts  us  in  an 
Incapacity  of  Nearnefs  with  God,  Infirmi- 
ty, and  Iniquity :  Infirmity  ia  us  cannot  be- 
hold his  Glory /tis  of  fo  weak  Eyes,that  the 
Bi  ightnefs  of  the  Sun  would  ftrike  it  blind ; 
and  Iniquity  in  us,  he  cannot  behold  it,  be- 
caufe he  is  of  pure  Eyes,  that  dh  look  on  no 
unclean  Thing  ;  'tis  the  only  Thing  in 
the  Creation  that  God's  Holinefs  jbath 
Antipathy  at,  and  therefore  he  is  (till  a- 
bout  thedeftroying  of  the  Body  of  Sin  in  us, 
about  the  purging  from  all  Filthmefs  of 
Flelh  and  Spirit ;  and  till  the  Soul  be  thus 
purged  of  all  Sin,  by  the  Operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  it  cannot  be  a  Temple  for 
an  immediate  Vilion  of  Him,  and  an  im- 
mediate Exhibition  of  God  to  us:  Sin  is 
the  Wall  of  Partition,  and  the  thick  Cloud 
chat  eclipies  his  Glory  from  us ;  it  is  the 
oppofue  Hemifphere  of  Darknefs,  contra- 
.  ry  to  Light,  according  to  the  Accefi  or  Re- 
ceft  of  God's  Pre  fence  it  is  more  or  lefs 
dark  ;  the  more  Sin  reigns  in  thee,  the 
lefi  of  God  is  in  thee,  and  the  more  Sin 
be  (ubdued,  the  readier  and  nearer  is  God's 
Wefence:  BuHet  us  comfort  our  felves, 
thtfjjSfoe  Day  we  (hall  put  off  both  .Infir- 
mity tad  Iniquity,  Mortality  fhall  put  op 
Immortality,  and  Corruption  be  clothed 
with'  Incorruption  ;  we  (hall  leave  the 
Rags  of  ooctd  Wt abiefi  ia  tbe  Grave,  and 


our  menftrous  Cloatbs  of  Sin  behind  us, 
and  then  (hall- the  weak  Eyes  of  Flefh  be 
made  like  Eagles  Eyes,  to  behold  die  Suri  \ 
and  then  (hall  the  Soul  be  cloarhed  witf* " 
Holinefs,  as  with  a  Garment,  which  God 
(hall  delight  to  look  upon,  becaufe  he  fees 
his  own  Image  tn  that  Glafs. 

We  come  to  the  Lord's  fatisfying  of 
.Afi/f/s  Defire,  and  proclaiming  his  Name 
before  him  ;  it  is  himfelf  only  can  tell  you 
what  He  is ;  it  is  not  Minifters  Preaching, 
or  other  Difcourfe,  can  proclaim  that 
Name  to  you  ;  we  may,  indeed,  (peak  o- 
ver  thofe  Words  unto  ybu,  but  it  is  the 
Lord  that  mull  write  that  Name  upon 
your  Heart.  He  only  can  dilcover  his  Glory 
to  your  Spirit :  There  is  a  Spirit  of  Life 
which  cannot  be  enclofcd  in  Letters  and 
Syllables,  or  transmitted  through  your 
Ears  into  your  Hearts,  but  He  himfelf 
muft  create  it  inwardly,  and  rtir  up  the 
inward  Senfe  and  Feeling  of  that  Name, 
of  thofe  Attributes  :  Faith,  indeed,  comes 
by  Hearing,  and  our  Knowledge  in  this 
Life  is  through  a  Glafs,  darkly,  through 
Ordinances,  andSenfes  ;  but  there  muft  be 
an  inward  teaching  and  (peaking  to  yoor 
Souls  to  make  that  effectual,  tbe  anointing 
teacbttb  you  all  ^things,  i  Joh;  ii.  27. 
Alas !  'tis  the  Separation  of  that  from 
the  Word  that  makes  it  Co  unprofitable ; 
if  the  Spirit  of  God  wete  inwardly  writ- 
ing  what  the  Word  is  teaching,  then  (hould 
your  Souls  be  living  Epiftles,  *at  ye 
might  read.  God's  Name  on  them :  Q,  be 
much  in  imploring  of,  and  depending  on 
fiim  that  {eacheth  to  profit,  who  only  can 
declare  unto  your  Souls  what  He  is. 

Thefe  Names  exprefs  His  Eflence  or 
Being,  and  His  Properties,  what  He  is 
in  Himfelf.  and  what  He  is  to  us;  in 
Himfelf,  He  is  Jehovah,  or  a  Self-being, 
dvr  if,  as  we  heard  in  iii.  Cbap.  lam 
thai  /  fm,  art  £1,  a  firojig  God,  or 

Almighty 


Infirmity  and  Iniquity  incapacitate  «/,  &c. 
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Ifoighty  God  ;  which  two  hold  out  unto  I  all,  your  Souls  would  chock  Him  certain- 
la  Ac  abfolute  incomprehenfible  ^erfefti-J  ly,  your  Souls  would  truftin  Him;  ye 


la  of  God,  eminently  and  infinitely 
lowing  within  Himfclf  all  the  Perfections 
l/the  Creatures  ;  the  unchangeable  and 
Icuubte  Being  of  God,  who  was,  and  is, 
Jed  is  to  come,  without  Succeffion,  with- 
in Variation,  or  Shadow  of  turning  ;  and 
Ian  the  Almighty  Power  of  God,  by 
Iriich,  without  Difficulty,  b/jfre  Inclina- 
Jaoo  and  Beck  of  His  Will  •  Pleafure, 
I  Be  can  make*  or  unmake  all,  create,  or 
I  adulate,  to  whom  nothing  is  impoflible ; 
■feh  three,  if  they  were  pondered  by  us, 
dH  our  Souls  received  the  Stamp  of  them, 
'  ay  would  certainly  be  powerful  to  ab- 
ftraft,  and  draw  our  Hearts  from  the  vain, 
.eable,  and  empty  Shadow  of  the  Crea- 
ture/and  tfAer  our  fcattered  AfFeftions 
t\ux  are  parted  among  them,  becaufe  of 
their  lafuiBacacy,  that  all  might  unite  in 
one,  and  joy n  with  this  Self-fuflkient  and 
eternal  God ;  1  fay,  if  a  Soul  did  indeed 
betiere  and  consider,  how  All-fufficient 
He  is,  how  mfufficient  all  Things  elfe  are, 
would  it  not  cleave  to  Him,  and  draw  near 

ft)  Him.J2^f/-lxx*ii-  **•. li  is  *e  vcry  tor- 
ment and  Vexation  of  the  Soul  to  be  thus 
racked,  diftradted,  and  divided  about  many 
TV^-  and  therefore  many,  becaufe 
there  is  none  of  them  can  fupply  all  our 
Wants  \  our  Wants  are  infinite,  our  De- 
(iresmfatiable,  and  the  Good  that  is  in  any 
Thing  is  limited  and  bounded,  it  can  ferve 
one  but  for  one  Ufe,  and  another  for  ano- 
ther Ufe,  and  when  all  are  together,  they 
can  but  fupply  fome  Wants,  but  they  leave 
much  of  the  Soul  empty:  But  often,  thefe 
outward  things  croft  one  another,  and 
cannot  coofift  together  ;  and  hence  arifeth 
much  Strife  and  Debate  in  a  Soul,  bis 
-need  requireth  both,  and  both  will  not  a- 
^ree :  But  O  that  you  could  fee  this  one  1 


would  fay,  Afbur  fball  not  fave  us%  we 
will  not  ride  on  Horfer:  Creatures  (hall 
not  fatisfie  us,  we  will  leek  our  Happinefr 
in  Thee  and  no  where  elfe ;  fmce  we  have 
tafted  this  new  Wine,  away  wu*i  the  old, 
the  new  is  better.  I  befeech  you,  make 
God  your  Friend,  for  He  is  a  great  One ; 
whether  He  be  a  Friend  or  an  Enemy, 
He  hath  two  Properties  that  make  Him 
eithermoft  comfortable,  or  raoft  terrible, 
according  as  He  is  at  Peace  or  War  with 
S>uls,  Eternity,  tndOmni/otencj.  You 
were  all  once  Enemies  to  Him.  O  con- 
fider  what  a  Party  you  have,  an  Almighty 
Party,  and  an  unchangeable  Party ;  and  if 
you  will  make  Peace  with  Him,  and  that  in 
Chrifi,  then  know,  He  is  the  beft  Friend  in 
the  WorMp^ecaufe  He  is  Unchangeable,  and 
Almighty ;  if  He  be  thy  Friend.  He  will  do 
all  for  thee  He  can  do,  and  thou  haft  need 
of:  But  many  Friends  willing  to  do,  yet 
have  not  Ability,  but  he  hath  Power  to 
do  what  he  will,  and  pleafes ;  many  Friends 
are  changeable,  their  Affections  dry  up,  of 
themfelves  die  ;  and  therefore  even  Princes 
Friendship  is  but  a  vain  Confidence,  for 
they  lhall  die,  and  then  their  Thoughts  of 
Favour  perilh  with  them,  but  He  abides 
the  fame  for  all  Generations,  there  is  no 
End  of  his  Duration,  and  no  End  of  his 
Affeftion;  He  can  ftill  fay,  I  am  that  I 
am ;  what  I  was,  I  am,  and  I  will  be  what 
lam;  Men  cannot  fay  fo,  they  are  like 
the  Brook*  that  the  Companies  of  Teman 
looked  after;  and  thought  to  have  found 
them  in  Summer  as  tBfcjRfft  them  in  Win- 
ter  ;  but  behold  they  were  dried  up,  and 
the  Companies  aftiamed.  God  cannot 
makejhee  afliaraed  of  thy  Hope,  becaufe 
HeisVjfaful  and  able.  Ability  and  Fi- 
delity is  a  fure  Anchor  to  hold  by  in  all 


wr^~       — —  *  —  —  I  *  —       

uncrial  Good,  One  for  all,  and  above  I  Storm*  and  Tempers. 


Sued 
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Gods  manifefting  himfelf  to  Sinners, 


Such  is  God  in  Himfelf ;  now,  there 


are  two  Manner  of  Ways  He  vents  Himj  this  End,  that  all  Flefh  might  once  be  cod- 
fclf  towards  the  Creatures,  in  a  comfoi" wi*™*  *"><""»  Wm  *n<^  '^«^'-HArt«. 


His  Tribunal  of  Juftice  in  the  World  tor  " 


table  Way,  or  in  a  terrible  Way.    This 
glorious  Perfection,  and  Almighty  Power, 
hath  an  IflTue  upon  Sinners,  and  it  runs  in 
a  twofold  Channel,  of  Mercy,  or  Juftice  : 
Of  Mercy  towards  miferable  Sinners  that 
find    themfelves  loft,  and  flee  unto  Him 
and  take  hold  of  His  Strength ;  and  Juftice 
towards  all  thofe  that  flatter  themfelves  in 
their  own  Eyes,  and  continue  in  their  Sins, 
and  put  the  evil  Day  far  off:  There  is  no 
Mercy  for  Rich  as  fear  not  Juftice,  and 
there  is  no  Juftice  for  fuchas  flee  from  it 
unto  Mercy.     The  Lord  exhibits  Hiinfelf 
in  a  twofold  Appearance,  according  to  the 
Condition  of  Sinners  ;  He  fits  on  a  Throne 
and  Tribunal   of  Grace  and  Mercv,  to 
ttiake  Accefs  to  the  vilen  Sinner,  who  is 
■  afraid  of  his  Wrath,  and  would  fain  be  at 
Peace  with  him  ;  and  he  fits  on  a  Throne 
of  Juftice  and  Wrath,  to  ikiude  and  debar 
prefumptuous     Sinners  from     Holinefs. 
There  were  two  Mountains  under  the 
Law, one  of  Curfings,  and  another  of  Blci- 
fings ;  thefe  are  the  Mountains  God  fetsHis 
Throne  upon,  and  from  theie  He  fpeaks, 
and  fentences  Mankind  :  From  the  Moun- 
tain of  Curfings,  He  hath  pronounced  a 
Curfe,  and  condemnatory  Sentence  upon 
all  FIcfo,  for  all   have  finned,   there- 
fore, he  concludes  all  under  Sin,  that  all 
Flefh  might  ftop   their  Mouth,  and  \he 
whole  World  become  guilty  before  God. 
Now,  the  Lord  having  thus  condemned 
all  Mankind  ^pMfe  of  Difbbedience  :  He 
fits  again  upon  the  Mountain  of  Bleflings, 
and  pronounces  a  Sentence  of  Abiblution, 
of  as  many  as  have  taken  with  the  Sentence 
of  Condemnation,  and  appeak*  to  His 
firaee  and  Mercy,  and  thofe  \mch  do  not . 
To,  the  Sentence  of  Condemnation  ftands 
above  theix  Heads  unrepealed  ;  He  erelts 


vicled  before  him,  and  therefore  He  cites, 
as  it  were,  and    fummons  all  Men  to  lift 
themfelves  and  compear  before  His  Tribu- 
nal, to  be  judged ;  He  lays  out  an  Ac- 
cufation  in   the  Word  againft  them ;  He 
takes  their    Conferences  Witnefi  of  the 
Truth  of  all  that  is  charged  on  them,  and 
then  pr«K)unces  that  Sentence  in  their 
Confcienre,  Curfed  is  be  tbatdndes  not 
in  all  Z'bhigs,  which  the  Conlcience  H> 
fumes,  and  concludes  i  tie  If  accurfed,  and 
fubferibes  to  the  Equity  if  the  Sentence: 
And  thus  the  Man  is  guilty  before  God,and 
his  Mouth  ftopped ;  he  hath  no  Eicufes, 
no  Pretences,  he  can   fee  no  Way  to  e- 
fcapc  from  Juftice,  and   G)d  is  jufti/ied, 
by  this  Means,  in  his  fuelling  and  judg- 
ing, PfaL  li.  4.     The  Soul  ratifies  and 
confirms  the  Truth  and  Juftice  of  ail  his 
Threatnings,  and  Judgments,    Ron.  #. 
4.     Now,  for  fuch  Souls  asjoynwith 
God  in  judging  and  condemning  tbcnv 
felves,  the  Lord  hath  erefted  a  Throne  of 
Grace,  and  Tribunal   of  Mercy  in  the 
Word,whereupon  lie  hath  let  His  Son  Jefus 
Chrift,  PjTil.  ii.  6.  and  lxxxlix.  14.  »* 
xlv.  6.  Heb.  i.  8.     And  O,  this  Throne 
is  a  confortable    Throne,    Mercy  and 
Truth  goes  before  the  Face  of  the  King 
to  welcome  and  entertain  miferable  Sin- 
ners, and  to  make  Accefs  to  them.    And 
from  this  Throne  Jefus  Chrift  holds  o* 
theSccptie  of  the  Gofpel,  to  invite  Sin* 
ners,  felf-condemned  Sinners,  to  come"  to 
Him  alone,   who  hath  gotten  all    final 
Judgment  committed  to  Him,that  He  IMJ 
give  eternal  Life  to  whom  be  wU/>  Joh. 
V.  21,  22.    O,  that  is  afweerand  am- 
ple Commifllon  given  to  our  Friend  add 
Brother  Jefus  Chrift,    Power  to  repeal 
Sentences  j>aft  againft  us.  Power  to  loofc 
them  whom  Juftice  hath  bound,  Power 
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is  either  in  a  Way  of  Juftice^  or  Mercy. 


hxhority  to  abfolve  them  whom  Juf- 
vh  jpndemned,  and  to  blefs  them 
idjt  Law  hath  cur  fed,  and  to  open 
Mouth  to   Fraife  whole  Mouth  Sin 
Euilrineis    hath  flopped:  Power  to 
die  Anfiver  of  a  good  Confcience  to 
ril  felftormcnting  Conjcience ;  in  a 
J,  He  harh  Power  to  give  Life,  to 
alive,  and  heal  thole  who  are  killed 
waded  by  the  Commandment.  Now, 
,  feeing  Gad  hath  of  Purpofe  tftabli- 
das  Throne  of  Mercy  in  the  Word, 
mayeft  well,  after  receiving  and  ao 
rkdfeing<ef  the  Juftice  of  the  Curfe  of 
Law,  appeal  to  Divine  Mercy   and 
c,  fitting  on  another  Throne  of  the 
el;  tbou  may,  if  thy  Confcience  urge 
todefpair,  and  to  conclude  there  is  no 
tf^feou  may,  I  fky,    appeal  from  thy 
foence,  from  Satan,  from  Juftice,  un- 
Jefus  ChriA,  who  is  holding  out  the 
«erto  cbee;  the  Minirter  calls  thee, 
and  come,  tfand  no  longer  before 
Barr  for  it  is  a  fiibordinare  Judicatory, 
sis  a  Way  to   redreli  thee  by  a  high- 
ourt  of  Grace  :  Thou  may  fay  to  Juf 
to  Sarao,  to  thy  own  Confcience,  It  is 
,  1  confeis,  that  I   deferve  that  Sen- 
t;  I  am  guilty,  and  can  fay  nothing 
oft  it,  %  while  I  ftand  alone,  but  though 
naot  farisfie,  and  have  not ;  yet  tliere 
or  Jdhs  Chrift,  who  gave  his  Life  a 
fcm  for  many,  and  whom  God  hath 
n  as  a  Propitiation  for  Sins ;  He  hath 
fied  and  paid  the  Debt  in  my  Name ; 
ad  apprehend  the  Cautioner,  fuice  He 
i  undertaken  it,  nay,  He  hath  done  it, 
is  abiblved.     Thou  had  Him  in  thy 
ids,  O  Juftice !  thou  had  Him  Prifoner 
cr  the   Power  of  Death  ;  fince  you 
re  let  Him  go,  then  He  is  acquitted 
m  all  the  Charge  of  my  Sins;  and 
rcfore,  fince  1  know  that  He  is  now  a 
Dg,  and  hath  a  Throne  to  judge  the 


World,  and  plead  the  Caufe  of  the  poor 
Sheep ,  I  will    appeal  to  Him,  refer  the 
Caufe  to  HisDecilion.I  will  make  ray  Suppli- 
cation to  Him,  and  certainly  He  will  hear, 
and  interpofe  Himfelf  between  Wrath  and 
me^He  will  reicind  this  Sentence  of  Con* 
demnation,  fince  he  Himfelf  was  condem- 
ned for  us,  and  is  juffified,  //  is  Cbrift  that 
dyed,  nay  rather  is  rifen  again,  whojba/l 
condemn  me?    He  is  nea[  that  juftifiesm 
me,  Rom.  viii.  33,  34.     Now  if  thou 
do  indeed  flee  into  Him  for  Refuge,  that 
City  is  open  for  thee,  and  nothing  to  pre- 
judge thy  Entry  :  But  no  Curfe,  no  Con- 
demnation can  enter  in  it,  Rom.  viii.  1 . 
He  will  juftifie  and  abfolve  thee  from  all 
Things  whereof  the  Law  could  not  juftifie 
thee,  but  condemn  ihte,<tbere  is  forgive- 
nefs  witb  Him,  that  He  may  be  feared. 
David  may  teach  thee  this  Manner  of  Ap- 
plication,   Pfal.  ctxx.  and  cxlii.    2.  of 
appealing  from  the  deferved  Curfe,  to  free 
undeferved'Blefl&ng  and  Mercy  in  Chrift. 
Let  us  conlider  this  Name  of  the  Lord. 
and  it  fliall    anfwer  all  our  Sufpicions  of 
Him  ;  all  our  Objections  againft  coining  to 
Him  and  believing  in  Him,  it  is  certain. 
Ignorance  is  the  Mother  of  Unbelief,  to- 
getllbr  with  the  natural  Perverfenefc  of  our 
Hearts,  if  we  knew  His  Name  we  would 
truii  in  Him,  if  His  Names  were  ponder- 
ed  and  considered,  we  would  believe  in 
Him.     Satan  knows  this,  and  therefore 
his  great  flight  and  cunntog  is,  to  hold 
our  Minds  fixed  on  the  Confederation  of 
our  Mifery,  and  defperate  Eftate,  he  keeps 
the  awakened  Confcience  ftilt  upon  that 
couifortlefi  Sight,  and  he  labours  to  repre- 
fent  God  by  halves,  and  that  is  a  falfe  Re- 
prefentation  of  God,  he  reprefents  Him 
as  cloathed  with  Juftice  and  Vengeance,  as 
a  confuming  Fire,  in  which  Light  a  Soul 
can  fee  nothing  but  Defperatton  written  ; 
and  he  labours  to  hoU  out  the  Thoughts  of 
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His  Mercy  and  Grace,  or  diverts  a  Soul 
from  the  Consideration  of  his  Promifes, 
whence  it  comes,  that  they  are  not  efta-. 
blifhed,  that  dvough  Salvation  be  near,  yet 
it  is  far  from  them  in  their  Senfe  and  Ap- 
f>rehenfion,  therefore  I  fay,  you  ftiould  la- 
bour to  get  an  intire  Sight  of  God,  and  you 
lhall  fee  Him  beft  in  His  Word,  there 
He  reveals  Himielf,  and  there  you  find, 
if  ye  confider^that  which  may  make  you 
ftar  Him  indeed,  but  never  flee  from 
Him,  that  which  may  abafe  you,  but 
wit  ha  11  embolden  you  to  come  to  Him 
though  trembling:  What  everThought  pof- 
fefi  tbee  of  thine  own  Mifery,  of  thy  own 
Guiltinefs,  labour  to  counterpoife  that  with 
*  Thought  of  His  Mercy  and  free  Pro- 
mifes :  What  ever  be  fcggefted  of  His 
Holinefs  and  Juftke,  hear  Himfeif  fpeak 
out  "His  own  Name,  and  thou  ihalt  hear  as 
much  of  Mercy  and  Grace,  a*  may  make 
thefe  not  terrible  unto  thee,  though  High 
and  Honourable.  The  Lord  hath  fo 
framed  the  Eiprefllon  and  Proclamad&n 
of  His  Name  in  this  Place,  that  firft  a 
Word  of  Majefty  and  Power  is  premifed, 
{flc  Lord,  <fbe  Lord  God)  that  it 
may  compofe  our  Hearts  in  Fear  and  Re- 
verence of  fuch  a  glorious  One,  and  make 
a  preparatory  Impreflion  of  the  Majefty 
of  our  God,  which  indeed  is  the  Founda- 
tion of  all  true  Faith.  Jt  begins  to  adore 
and  admire  a  Deity,  a  Majefty  hid  from 
the  World,  the  Thoughts  of  His  Power 
and  Glory  poflefles  the  Soul  firft,and  makes 
H  begin  to  trembfe  to  think  ?hat  it  hath 
fiich  a  Highland  holy  One  to  deli  with. 

But  in  the  next  Place,  you  have  the 
moft  fweet,  alluring,  comforting  Stiles 
that,  can  be  imagined,  to  meet  with  the 
trembling  and  languifhing  Condition  of  a 
Soul  that  would  be  ready  to  faint  before 
fuch  a  Majefty ;  here  Mercy  takes  itfby 
the  Hand,  and  gives  a  Cordial  a{  Grace, 


Pardon,  torgivenefs,  &c.  to  it,  which  re-"- 
vives  the  Soul  of  the  humble,  +nd  inter- ' ' 
mingles  fome  rejoycing  with  former  trem- ; 
bling  ;  Majefty  and  Greatnefs  goes  before  ~ 
to  abafe   and  bumble  the  Soul  in  its  own  t 
Eyes,  and  Mercy  and  Gootinefs  feconds  - 
them,  to  lift  up  thofe  who  are  Low,  and  -' 
exalt  the  Humble,  and  in  the  Defcription 
of  this,  the  Lord  fpends  more  Words,  ac-  :' 
cording  to  the  Neceffity  of  a  Soul,  to  fig-  v 
nifie  to*  us  how  great  and  ftrong  Confo-  x 
lation  may  be  grounded  on  His  Name,  i 
how  acceilible  He  ii,  though  He  dwell  in 
inacceflible  Light,  how  lovely  *ie  is  though   i 
he  be  the  high  and  the  lofty  One,  how 
good  He  is,  though  He  be  great,  hovr    ■„ 
Merciful  He  is,  though  He  be  majeftick ;    . 
in  a  Word,  that  thpfe  that  flee  to  Him 
may  have  all  Invitation,  all  EniooYage- 
menttocome,  and  nothing  to  difcourage, 
to  prejudge  their  Welcome,  that  who  ever 
will,  may  come,  and  nothing  may  hinder 
on  His  Part.    AncJ  then  after  all  this,  He 
fubjoyns  a  Word  of  His  Juftice^  in  aveng- 
ing Sin,  to  fhew  us  that  He  leaves  that  as 
t&  laft,  that  He  eflays  all  gaining  ways 
of  Mercy  with  us,  that  He  is  not  very 
much  delighted  with  the  Death  of  Sinners^ 
that  lb   whofoever    perilhes  may  blame 
themfelves,  for  hating  their  own  Salvation, 
and  forfaiing  their  own  Mercy. 

Now  whoever  thou  art  that  apprehends 
a  dreadful  and  terrible  God,  and  thy  felf  a 
miferab'e  and  wretched  Sinner,  thou  canft 
find  no  Comfort  in  God's  Highnefs  and 
Power,  but  it  looks  terrible  upon  thee,  be- 
caufe  thou  doubts  of  His  Good-will  to  fave 
and  pardon  thee:  Thou  fayeft  with  the 
blind  Man,  if  thou  wilt  thou  can  do  it ; 
thou  an  a  ftrong  God  but  what  Comfort 
can  I  have  in  thy  Strength,  face  I  know 
not  thy  Good-will?  I  lay.  the  Lord  an- 
fivers  thee  in  this  Name,  /  am  merciful,  • 
faith  the  Lord,  if  thou  be  miferable,  I  am 

merd- 
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I  as  well  as  ftrong  ;  if  thou  have 

Mifery,  I  have  Companion  and 
liy  Mercy  may  be  a  Copy  and 
to  all  Men  to  learn  it  of  Me,  e- 
rards  their  own  Brethreg,  Luke  vi. 
rherefore  he  is  called  the  Father  of 
»/f  %  Cor-  i-  3-  Mifericors  eft 
rims  miferiacvtdi  eft.  Mercy  hath 

Name  from  Mifery,  for  it  is  no 
ling  tVvin  to  lay  another's  Mifery  to 
bdi  to  deipife  it,  not  to  add  to  it, 
iripia  ;  it  is  a  ftrong  Inclination  to 

ibe  Mifery  of  Sinners,  therefore 
ads  do  other  thing  to  commend 
►  !■■"-  Art  thou  miferable,  and 
It  indeed  ?  Then  He  is  merciful, 
ovr  that  alfo,  thefe  two  fuit  well. 
tyba  faith  the  convinced  Soul,  I 
m*  if  He.  will  be  merciful  to  me, 
t  aqi  I?  There  is  nothing  in  me 
I,  I  have  nothing  to  concifr 
r,  and  all  that  may  procure 
U     But,  fiith  the  Lord,  /  amgra- 

ad  dMfcenfe  Mercy  freely,  without 
to  Condition  or  Qualification:  Say 
;itmd  fucft  a  Meafure  of  Humiiiari- 
Ecbaone,  if  1  loved  Him  fo  much, 
I  fo  much  godly  Sorrow  and  Re- 
le,  then,  I  think  he  would  be  merci- 
> M.  Say  not  fo,  for  behold  He  is 
as.  He  hath  Mercy  on  whom  He 
■re  Mercy,  and  there  is  no  other 
P  no  Motive  to  procure  it,  it  comes 
irUdn  His  own  Breaft.  It  is  not 
tpentance  will  make  Him  love  thee, 
ty  Hardnefs  of  Heart  will  make  Him 
face,  or  obftrult  the  Vent  of  His 
towards  thee :  No,  if  it  be  Grace,  it 
mace  of  Works,  no  Works  in  that 
dust  thou  imagpies  ;  it  is  not  of  Re- 
«,  not  of  Faith,  m  that  Senfe  thou 
breft,  but  at  it  freely,  without  the 

without  the  Price  of  Repentance, 
y^b«aufeaa  tbofe  are  but  the  fret 


Gifts  of  Grace;thou  would  have  thefe  Graces 
to  procure  His  Favour,  and  to  make  them 
the  Ground  of  thy  believing  in  His  Promt- 
fes,  but  Grace  is  without  Money,  it  im- 
mediately contracts  with  discovered  Mife- 
ry, fo  that  if  thou  do  difcover  in  thy  felf 
Mifery  and  Sin,  though  thou  find  nothing 
ette,  yet  do  not  caft  away  Confidence, 
but  fo  much  the  more  addreb  thy  fetf  to 
Mercy  and  Grace,  which  doth  not  feek  Re- 
pentance  in  thee,  but  brings  Repentance 
and  Faith  with  diem  unto  thee;  yet  there 
is  fomething  in  the  awakned  Conscience, 
I  have  gone  on  long  irt  Sin,  I  have  been  a 
prefiimptuous  Sinner,  can  He  endure  me 
longer  ?    Well,  hear  what  the  Lord  faith, 
/  am  kmg-fufierinz%  and  patient ;  and  if 
he  had  not  been  fo,  we  had  been  damned 
erenow.    Patience   hath  a    long  Term, 
and  we  cannot  out-run  it,  out-weary  it. 
Why  do  we  not  wonder  that  he  prefently 
and  inftantly  executed  His  Wrath  on  An- 
gels, and  gave  them  not  one  Hour's  Space 
for  Repentance,  but  caft  them  down  head- 
long into  Deftruftion,  as  in  a  Moment ; 
and  yetHis  Majeftyhath  fo  long  delayed  the 
Execution  of  our  Sentence,  and  calls  unto 
Repentance  and  Forgivenefi,  that  we  may 
efeape  the  Condemnation  of  Angels :  Hit 
Patience  is  not  Slacknels  and  Negligence, 
as  Men  count  it,    %  Pet.  ill.  9.    He  fits 
not  in  Heaven  as  an  Idol  and  idle  SpeAa« 
tor  of  what  Men  are  doing;  but  he  ob* 
ferves  all  Wrongs,  and  is  fenfible  of  them 
alfo :  And  if  we  were  mindful  and  fen* 
fible  of  them  alfo,  he  would  forget  them. 
He  is  hnpfufferinz :  This  is  extended 
and  ftretched-out  Patience  beyond  all  Ex- 
pe&ation,  beyond  all  deferring,  yea,  coiy 
trary  to  it.    Therefore,  as  long  as  he  for* 
bears,  if  thou  apprehend  thy  Mifery  and 
Sin,  and  Continuance  in  it;  donotconcJude 
that  it  is  defperate,  Hfy  fhouli  *!**% 
Mam.cmpU**    As  long,  as  FMstn* 
I    *         lengthens 
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lengthens  the  Life,  if  thou  defireto  come 
to  Him,  believe  He  will  accept  thee. 

%  But  faith  the  doubting  Soul,  I  am  ex- 
ceeding perverle,  and  wicked,  there  is  no- 
thing in  me  but  Wickednefi,  it  b  abounds 
in  me,  that  there  is  nothing  in  me  but  Wic- 
kednefi, it  b  abounds  in  me,  that  there  is 
none  like  me ;  but  faith  the  Lord,  lam 
abundant  in  Goodnefs.  Thy  Wicked- 
nefi, though  it  be  great,  it  is  but  a  created 
Wickednefi,  but  my  Goodnefs  is  the  Good- 
nefs  of  God ;  I  am  as  abundant  in  Grace 
and  Goodnefs  as  thou  art  in  Sin,  nay,  in- 
finitely more  ;  thy  Sin  is  but  the  Tranf- 
fcTcflion  of  a  finite  Creature,  but  my 
Mercy  is  the  Compaflion  of  an  infinite 
God,  it  can  fwallow  it  up ;  fuppofe  thf 
"Sin  cry  come  up  to  Heaven,  yet  Mercy 
reaches  above  Heaven,  and  is  built  up 
for  ever.  Here  is  an  Invitation  to  ail 
Sinners  tocome  a  nd  rafte,  O  come  and  tafle 
and  fee  how  good  the  Lord  is ;  Goodnefs 
is  communicative,  it  diffiiles  it  feif,  like 
the  Sim  s  Light.  There  is  Riches  of  His 
Goodnefs,  Rom.  ii.  4.  Poor  Soul,  thou 
canft  not  fpend  it  though  thou  have  many 
Wants* 

But  I  am  full  of  Doublings,  Fears  and 
Jealousies ;  I  cannot  believe  in  His  Pro-, 
miles,  I  often  queftion  them  ;  How,  how 
then  will  He  perform  them?  I  fay, 
(  foth\belx>rd)  I  am  abundant  in  Truth, 
He  will  certainty  perform.  Shall  our  Un- 
belief, or  Doubting,  make  the  Faith  of 
God  of  none  Effefi,  Jkc*  Rom.  Hi.  3. 
Godforhid,  His  Faithfolnefs  reaches  unto 
the  Clouds,  He  will  keep  Covenant  with 
thee,  whole  Soul  hath  chofen  Hun, 
though  thou  often  quefliqn  and  doubt 
of  Him.  Indeed,  thou  fhouhJA  not 
pre}  Indulgence  to  thy  Doubtings  and 
Jealoufies,  but  look  off  them  as  Ugh 
Provocations;  for  what  tan  be  more 
yievous  t»  fernm  Love  tbao  to  meet 


with  Jealoufie?  Jealoufie  would  quench 
any  Creatures  Love,  but  though  it  grieve 
and  provoke  Him,  yet  He  will  not 
change,  He  will  nor  diminish  His  ;  only  da 
not  think  jpur  pifputings,  -and  Quarrel- 
ling innocent  and  Harmlefs  Things  ;  no 
certainly,  they  grieve  the  Spirit,  ffcr  up 
the  Beloved  to  go  away,  as  it  were,  be-r 
fore  He  pleafe,  and  make  thee  walk  with* 
out  Comfort,  and  without  Fruit ;  yet  He 
will  bear  with,andnot  quench  the  finoakinj, 
Flax  of  a  Believers  Defires,  though  they 
do  not  arife  to  the  Flame  of  Aflur- 
ance. 

But  the  wounded  Spirit  hath  one  or 
two  Burdens  more  :  I  have  abufed  much 
Mercy,  howcanMercy  pity  me?-  I  have, 
turned 'Grace  unto  Wantonnefc  fo  that 
when  I  look  to  Mercy  and  Grace  to  com- 
fort me,  they  do  rather  challenge  me ;. 
the  Sin*  of  none  are  like  mine,  none  of - 
fiich  a  hainous  prefumptuous  Nature  :  But 
let  us  hear  what  God  the  Lord  fpeaks* 
/  keep  Mercy  for  fhoufands*  and  for- 
give Iniquity,  franfgrejfwn,  and  Sinv 
Thou  hall  wafted  much  Mercy,  but 
more  is  behind,  all  the  Treafure  is  not 
fpent ;  though  there  were  many  thoufimd 
Worlds  befide,  I  could  pardon  them  allr 
if  they  would  flee  unto  my  Mercy,  thou 
fhalt  not  be  firaimed  in  me,  Mercy  will 
pardon  thy  Abufe  of  Mercy,  it  will  for- 
give all  Faults  thou  doft  again!*  it  feif. 
Theu  that  fins  againftthe  Son  of  Man,, 
the  Redeemer  of  the*  World,  and  Re- 
medy of  Sin,  yet  there  is  Pardon  fo* 
thee  whatever  the  Quality,  Condition,  or 
Circumftahce  of  thy  Sin  be  ;  whoever* 
convinced  of  it,  and  Joadned  with  it,  de- 
fires  reft  to  thy  Soul,  thou  may  find  it  ia 
Chrift,  whole  fornier  Kindnefs  thou  haft 
anfwered  with  Contempt;  many  Sins, 
many  great  ♦Sins,  and  thefc  prefumptuous 
Sim  cannot  extaJe,  nay,  no  Sin  can  ex- 
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willing  Soul.  Unbelief  keeps  thee 
Kg»  and  lb  excludes  thee. 
-,  as  the  Spider  fucks  Poifon  out 
veeteft  Flower,  lb  the  moft  Part  of 
ck  nothing  but  Deiufion,  and  Pre- 
n,  and  Hirdning,  .fut  of  the  Goll 
[any  Souls  reafon  for  moit  Liber- 
a  from  Mercy  ;  but  behold,  how 
d  backs  ft  with  a  dreadful  Word, 
Uby  no  Means  clear,  the  guilty. 
j  as  do  not  condemn  themfelves, 
|gp  themfelves  before  gis  Trifcu 
Jufbce,  there  is  no  reminding  of 
demnatory  Sentence,  but  it  ftands 
pout  Heads,  He  that  believes  not 
tmned  already.  Jullice  hath  con- 
I  all  by  a  Sentence  ;  he  that  doth 
ripe  Senfe  of  this  flee  into  Jefus 
Ekom  Sin  and  Wrath  is  already  con- 
A  ;  Us  Sentence  is  (landing,  there 
bo  new  one.  fince  he  flees  not  to 
*  for  Ahfolution,  the'  Sentence  of 
BW"*n  Hands  unrepealed,  You 
kills,  who  clear  your  felve*,  God 
tdearyou;  and  alas!  How  many 
to  clear  your  felves  ?  Do  you  not 
IE  and  mince  your  Sins?  How 
k  jo  extort  any  Confeflion  of  G  jilt 
you,  but  in  Che  general  ?    If  we 

Ceo  Particulars,  many  of  you 
Innocency,  almoft  in  every 
,  though  you  have,  like  Children, 
to  Ipeak  thefe  Words,  tfbatye  are 
r.  1  befeech  you  conftjer  it,  it  is 
t  Matter,  for  God  mil  by  Means 
fc*  guilty  ;  by  no  Means,  by  no  In- 
i,  no  Flatteries  ;  What  ?  Will  He 
r don  fin?  Yes  indeed:  His  Name 
ou  He  will  pardon  all  kind  of  Sins, 
fbhrtf"all  manner  of  guilty  Perfons, 
t  inch  as  do  condemn  themfelves, 
1  are  guilty  in  their  own  Confcience, 
aeir  Mouths  Hopped  before  God; 
ho  do  not  enter  into  the  ferious  Ex- 


mination  of* your  ways,  and  do  not  arraign 
you/  felves  before  God's  Tribunal  daily, 
till  you  find  your  felves  loathfome  and  de- 
fperate,and  no  Refuge  for  you  ;  you  who 
do  flatter  your  felves  always  in  the  Hdpe 
of  Heaven,  and  put  the  Fear  of  Hell  al- 
ways from  you,  1  fay,  God  will  by  no 
Means,  no  Prayers,  no  Intrcaties  clear  or 
pardon  you,  becauleyou  come  not  to  Jcfus 
Uhrift,  in  whom  is  preached  Io'giveneJ} 
and  RemiJJinn  of  Sins.  You  v<-ho  take 
Liberty  to  Sin,  becaufe  God  is  gracious, 
and  delay  Repentance  till  the  End,  be- 
caufe God  is  Long-fullering  ;  know  G*\ 
will  not  clear  you  ;  He  is  Holy  and  Juft 
as  He  is  Merciful.  If  His  Mercy  make 
thee  not  fear  and  tremble  before  Him,  and 
do  not  fcparate  thee  from  thy  Sins;  if 
RemuTion  of  Sins  be  not  the'ftrongeft 
Perfwafion  to  thy  Soul  of  the  removing 
of  Sin,  certainly  thou  doft  in  vain  prefun-e 
upon  His  Mercy.  Now,  confide r  what 
Influence  all  this  glorious  Proclamation 
had  on  Mqfij  ;  it  ftirs  up  in  him  Re- 
verence and  Affeftion,  Reverence  to  fuck 
a  Glorious  Majefty,  and  great  Deiire  to 
have  him  amongft  them,  and  to  be  more 
one  with  Him :  If  thy  Soul  rigluly  dif- 
cover'  God,  it  cannot  but  abaie  thee,  he 
made  hafte  to  bow  down  and  worlhip  : 
O,  God's  Majefty  is  a  furpriiing  and  ado- 
nilhing  Tiling,  it  would  bow  thy  Soul  in 
the  Duft  if  it  were  prefented  to  thee  ;  la- 
bour to  keep  the  right  and  intire  Repre« 
fentation  of  God  in  thy  Sight,  His  whole 
Name,  Strong,  Merciful,  and  Juft ; 
Great,  Good,  and  Ho*y.  I  (ay,  keep 
both  in  thy  View,  for  half  Reprefentati- 
ons  are  dangerous,  either  to  beget  Pre- 
emption, and  Security,  when  thou  looks 
on  Mercy  alone,  or  Defpair,  when  thou 
looks  On  Juftice,  and  Power  alone;  let 
thy  Soul  confider  all  jointly,  that  it  may 
receive  a  mixed  Impref&on  of  all ;  and  this 
Is  * 
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is  the  Holy  Compofttion,  and  Temper  of  j  aim  at  more  Union  and  Communion  l 
A  Believer,  Rejoice  with  trembling.  Love  I  with  Him,  who  is  fuch  aSrif-fuflSeient,  Alt;  J 
with  Pear  ;  let  all  thy  Difcoveries  ofHim  J  fufficient,  and  Eternal  Being,  * 


John  iv.  24.  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  who  wor/bip  Him  ptuft  uwrfbip  \ 
Him  in  Spirit  and  in  xrutb.  . 


WE  have  here  fomething  of  the  Na- 
ture of  God  pointed  out  to  us, 
and  fomething  of  our  Duty  towards  Him. 
God  is  a  Spirit,  that  is  His  Nature ;  and 
Man  muft  worjbip  Him,  that  is  his  Du- 
ty ;  and  that  in  Spirit  and  Vru$b,  that 
is  the  right  Manner  of  the  Duty :  If  thefe 
three  were  well  pondered  till  they  did  fink 
into  the  Bottom  of  our  Spirits,  they  would 
make  us  indeed  Christians,  not  in  the  Let- 
ter, but  in  the  Spirit :  That  is  prefuppof- 
ed  to  all  Chriftian  Worihip  and  Walking, 
to  know  what  God  b ;  'tis  indeed  die 
JPrimo  coputum  of  Chrifbariity,  the  firft 
Principle  of  true  Religion,  the  very  Root 
out  of  which  fprings  and  grows  up  walk- 
ing fuitably  with,  and  worshipping  anfwer- 
ably  of,  a  known  God.  1  fear,  much  of 
our  Religion  be  like  the  Athenians  f  they 
feuilded  an  Altar  to  an  unknown  God »  and 
like  the  Samritans,  who  worfhipped 
tfpy  knew  not  what.  Such  a  Worlhip,  I 
know  not  what  it  is,  when  the  God  wor- 
ihipped  if  not  known.  The  two  Parents 
df  true  Religion  are,  The  Knowledge  of 
God,  and  of  our  felves ;  this,  indeed,  is 
the  Beginning  of  the  Fear  of  God,  which 
$he  wife  Preacher  calls,  The  Beginning  of 
true  Wiffiom  :  And  thefe  two,  as  they  be- 
get true  Religion,  fo  they  cannot  truely 
be  one  without  the  other :  It  is  not  many 
Motions,  and  Speculations  about  the  Divine 
Nature,  it  is  not  high  and  ftarined  Con- 
cqwnaof  God,  thai  caf^rtaci  the  true 


Knowledge  of  Him ;  many  thin*  thejr 
know  fomething,  when  they  can  fpeak  of 
thofe  MjVeries,  in  (brae  fingular  Way* 
and  in  (bme  Tenps,  removed  from  com- 
mon Underftandrngs,  which  neither  them* 
felves  nor  others  know  what  they  mean  mr 
and  thus  they  are  prefumptuous,  felf-con- 
ceited,  knowing  nothing  as  they  ought  to 
know ;  There  is  a  Knowledge  that  pufli 
up,  and  there  is  a  Knowledge  that  cafts 
down,  a  Knowledge  in  many  that  doth 
but  fwell  them,  not  grow  them  ;  'tis  but 
a  Ttimor  full  of  Wind,  a  vain,  and  em- 
pty,  frothy  Knowledge,  that  i$  neither 
good  for  edifying  others,  nor  laving  a 
Man's  felf;  a  Knowledge  that  a  Man 
knows,  and  reflefts  upon  fo  as  to  afcend 
upon  the  Height  of  it,  and  meafiire  him* 
felf  by  the  Degrees  of  it ;  thts  is  not  the 
true  Knowledge  of  Qod,  which  knows 
not  it  felf,  Jooks  not  back  upon  it  fclf,  but 
ftrajght  towards  God,  His  Holinefi  and 
Glory,  and  our  Bafenefe  and  Mifery,  and 
therefore  it  conftrains  the  Soul  te  be  a- 
ihamed  of  it  felf  in  fuch  a  glorious  Pre- 
fence,  and  to  make  hafte  to  worlhip,  as 
Mojes,  Job,  Jfaiab,  did. 

This  Definition  of  God,  if  we  did  tru- 
ly understand  it.  we  could  not  but  wor- 
ihip him  m  another  Manner.  Goa  is  a 
Spirit :  .Many  ignorant  People  form  in 
their  own  MtnJ  fomr  Likened,  and  I- 
mage  of  God,  who  is  invisible ;  you  know 
faoWye  (toy  to  yourfelves  fame  bodily 
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Sh|*  ;  when  you  conceive  of  Mm,  you 
Att  be  is  Come  Reverend  and  Majeftick 
fefa,  fitting  on  a  Throne  in  Heaven: 
m  I  befeech  you,  correftyour  M  iftakes 
aflfan ;  there  is  outward  Idolatry,  and 
fere  is  inward;  there  it  Idolatry  in  A&i* 
k  wben  Men  paint  or  engrave  fome  Si- 
■kude  of  God  ;  and  there  is  Idolatry  in 
Ihpoation,  when  the  Fancy  and  Appre- 
faficm  runs  upon  fome  Image,  or  Like- 
K&ofGod;  the  firft  b  among  Papifls, 
[ki  I  fear  the  latter  be  too  common  a- 
sragus,  and  it  isr  indeed  all  one,  to  form 
kb  similitude  in  our  Mind,  and  to  en- 
pare  or  paint  it  without  ^  fo  that  the  God 
whom  -many  of  us '  worlhip,  is  not  the 
fripg  and  true  God,  but  a  painted  or  gra- 
ven Uol.  When  God  appeared  mod  vi- 
flle  to  the  World,  as  at  the  giving  out  of 
fat  Yaw,  yet  no  Mm  did  fee  any  Like- 
ness at  alt  he  did  not  come  under  the  Per- 
Gepboaaftfae  moftlubtle  Senfe,  he  could 
oor  be  perceived  but  by  the  retired  Un- 
sfcrftading,  going  afide  from  all  Things 
fiflbfte,  *rfcd  therefore  you  do  but  fancy  an 
Uol  toyourfelves,  inftead  of  God,  when 
job  apprehend  him  under  the  Likenefs  of 
»y  Tfflble,  or  fenfible  Thing,  and  fo  what- 
cm  Love,  or  Fear,  or  Reverence  you 
lave,  it  is  all  but  mifpent  Superftition, 
the  Lore  and  Fear  of  an  Idol. 

1  know  then,  that  God  is  a  Spirit,  and 
Aerefore  he  is  like  none  of  all  thele  Things 
yew  fee,  or  hear,  or  finell,  or  tafte,  or 
muds :  The  Heavens  are  glorious  indeed, 
the  Light  is  full  of  Glory,  but  he  is  not 
feke  that-  If  all  your  Senfes  (hould  make 
m  inquiry*  and  fearch  for  him  throughout 
the  World,  you  ihould  not  find  him : 
Ttsougfr  he  be  near  hand  every  one  of  us, 
fet  our  Eye*  and  Ears  and  all  your  Sen- 
fe, «"#*  travel  the  Length  of  the  Earth, 
and  Breadth  of  the  Sea,  and  ihould  not 
fed  biab,eyfca  a*  ?  w  ou&U  fearch  ail  tow 


Corners  of  Hea\aen,  e're  you  could  heat^ 
or  fee  an  Angel;  if  you  would  fawe  a  Man 
afunder,  and  refolve  him  in  Atoms  of 
Duft*  yet  you  could  not  perceive  a  Soul 
within  hipi ;  why  ?  Becaufe  thefe  are  Spi- 
rits, and  fo  without  the  Reach  of  your 
Senfes. 

II.  If  God  be  a  Spirit,  then  he  is  invi- 
fible,  and  dwells  in  Light  inaccefliWe, 
which  no  Man  hath  feen  or  can  fee,  then 
our  poor  narrow  Minds  that  are  drowned, 
as  it  were,  and  immerfed  into  Bodies  of 
Clay,  and  in  this  State  of  Mortality,  re- 
ceives all  Knowledge  by  the  Senfes,  can- 
not frame  any  fuitable  Notion1  of  his  fpi- 
ritual  and  abflrafted  Nature.  We  cannot 
conceive  whar  our  own  Soul  is,  but  by 
fome  fenfible  Operation  flowing  from  it,- 
and  the  Height  that  our  Knowledge  of  that 
noble  Part  of  ourfelves  amounts  to,  is  but 
this  dark*  and  confided  Conception,  that 
the-Soul  is  fome  inward  Principle  of  Life, 
and  Senfe  and  Reafon:  How  then  is  it 
pofllble  for  us  to  conceive  aright  of  the  Di- 
vine Nature,  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  but  only  in- 
a  dark  and  general  Way?  We  guefs  at  His 
Majefty,  by  the  glorious  Emanadons  of 
His  Power,  and  Wifdom,  and  the  Rays 
thereof  which  he  difplays  abroad  in  all  the 
Work  of  His  Hands,  and  from  all  thefe 
concurring  Testimonies,  and  Evidences  of 
His  Majefty,  we  gather  this  confufed  No- 
tion of.  Him,  that  He  is  the  Fountain-felf 
Independent  Being,  the  Original  of  all 
thefe  Things,  and  more  abfolute  in  the 
World,  than  the  Soul  is  in  the  Body,  the 
true  yirtima  mundi,  the  wry  Life  and  the 
Light  of  Men,  and  the  Soul  that  quickens, 
move*  and  forms  all  this  vihble  Work1,, 
that  makes  all  Things  vifible,  ind  him/elf 
is  invisible :  Therefore  it  is  that  the  Lord 
fpeaks^o  us  in  Scriprure  of  Himfeii;  a> 
cot  ding,  to  our  Capacities,  oi  His  Fa^v 
His  .Right  Hand,  aod  Arm,  His  Tiuone, 
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Jttis  Scepter,  His  Back  Parts,  His  Anger, 
4wis  Fury,  His  Repentance,  His  Grief, 
and  Sorrow ;  none  of  which  are  properly 
in  His  fpiritual,  immortal,  and  unchange- 
able Nature ;  but  becaufe  our  Dulnefs  and 
Slownefs  is  fuch,  in  apprehending  Things 
fpiritual,  it  being  almoft  withoutihe  Sphere 
paJ  Comprehsnfion  of  the  Soul  while  in  the 

*  Body,  which  is  almoft  addicted  unto  the 
Senfes  in  the  Body ;  therefore  the  Lord 
accommodates  Himfelf  unto  our  Terms 
and  Notions ;  balbutit  nohifcwn,  he  like 

.  a  kind  Father  ftiinmers  with  his  hammer- 
ing Children,  fpeaks  to  th»ra  in  their  own 
Dialed ;  but  withal  would  hare  us  con- 
ceive He  is  not  really  fuch  a  One,  but  in- 
finitely removed  in  His  own  Being  from 
air  thefe  Imperfections.  So  when  you 
bear  of  thefe  Terms  in  Scripture,  O  be- 
ware ye  conceive  God  to  be  fuch  a  one, 
zs  yourfelves:  But,  in  thefe  Expreflions 
not  beieeming  his  Majefty,  becaufe  below 
him,  learn  your  own  Ignorance  of  his 
glorious  Majefty,  your  Dulnefs  and  In- 
capacity to  be  fuch,  as  the  Holy  One  muft 
come  down  as  it  were  in  fome  bodily  Ap- 
pearance, e're  you  can  underftand  any 
Thing  of  him. 

III.  If  God  be  a  Spirit,  then  he  is  moft 
perfect,  and  moft  powerful :  All  Imper- 
fection, all  Infirmity,  and  Weaknefi  in  the 
Creature,  is  founded  in  the  grofs  and 
material  Pan  of  it.  You  fee  the  more  Mat- 
ter and  bodily  Subftance  is  in  any  Thing, 
it  is  the  more  lurapiih,  heavy,  and  void 
of  all  ACtion;  it  i«  the  more  fpiritual, 
pure,  and  refined  Part  of  the  Creation, 
that  hath  moft  Activity  in  it,  and  is  the 
{Principle  of  all  Morions,  and  Actions; 
You  fee  a  little  Flie  hath'  more  Action  in  it, 
..than  a  great  Mountain,  becaufe  there  are 
Spirits  in  it  which  move  it.  The  Bot- 
tom of  the  World  contains  the  Qregs  of 
the  Gtenioo  a;  it  wei  e,  a  Mafs  aosi  Lump 


of  heavy  Earth,  but  the  higher  and  more 
diftant  Bodies  be  from  that,  the  more  pure 
and  fubtile  they  are  ;  and  the  more  pure 
and  fubtile  they  be,  the  more  ACtion,  Vir- 
tue, and  Efficacy  they  have :  The  Earth 
ftands  like  a  dead  Lump,  but  the  Sea 
moves,  and  the  Air  being  thinner  and 
purer  than  both,  moves  more  eafily  and 
fwifily:  But  go  up  higher,  and  ftill  the 
Motion  isfwifter,  and  the  Vertue  and  In- 
fluence is  the  more  powerful  :  What  is 
a  dead  Body  when  the  Soul  and  Spirit  is 
out  of  it  ?  It  hath  no  more  Vertue  nor 
Efficacy,  than  fo  much  Clay,  although  by 
the  Prefence  of  the  Spirit  of  itpit  was 
aCtive,  agile,  fwift,  ftrong  and  nimble ;  fo 
much  then  as  any  Thing  hath  of  Spirit  in 
it,  fo  much  the  more  perfect  and  power- 
ful it  is.  Then  I  befeech  you  confider 
what  a  one  the  God  of  the  Spirits  of  all 
Flefh  muft  be,  the  very  Fountain-fpirit, 
the  Self-being  fpirit,  *W  *».  ivtcm.  When 
the  Soul  of  a  Man,  or  the  Spirit  of  a  Horfe, 
hath  fo  much  Vertue,  to  ftir*ip  a  Lump  of 
Earth,  and  to  quicken  it  to  fo  many  diverfe 
Operations,  even  though  that  Soul  and 
Spirit  did  not,  nav,  could  not  make  that 
Piece  of  Earth  they  dwell  in,  then,  what 
muft  fits  Power  and  Veraie  be,  that 
made  all  thofe  Things?  Who  gave 
Power  and  Vertue,  even  te  the  Spirits  of 
all  Fleftr,  tbeir  Horfis  faith  God,  arc 
F!ejb,and  not  Spirit ,  Ha.  xxx.  Becaufe, 
in  Comparifon  of  His  Majefty,  the  very 
Spirits  in  them,  are  but  like  a  dead  Lump 
of  FieAi  ?  If  he  fliould  draw  in  his  Breath 
(  as  it  were.)  they  would  have  no  more 
Virtue  to  five  the  /fraetites,  then  (b 
many  Lumps  of  Flefli  or  Clay  :  For  He 
is  the  Spirit  of  all  Spirits,  that  quickens, 
actuates,  and  moves  them  to  their  feve- 
ral  Operations,  and  Influences,  minima 
mundi,  gpammaanitoarummundi.  An 
I  Ansel  bath  more  Power  (htm  all  Men  uni- 
ted 
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led   in  one  Body.    Satan  is  called    the 
Prince  of  the  Air,   and    Cod  of  this 
World,  for  he  hath  more  Efficacy  and 
Venue,  to  commove  the  Air,  and  raife 
Tempefts,  than  all  the  Swarms  of  mul- 
tiplied Mankind,  though  gathered  into  one 
Army  ;  if  the  Lord  did  not  reflrain  and 
limit  his  Power,  he  were  able  to  deftroy 
whole  Nations  at  once  r  An  Angel  killed 
many  thoulands  of  SenacbarWs  Army  in 
one  Night,  what  would  many  Angels  do 
then,  if  the  Lord  pleafed  to  apply  them 
to  that  Work  ?    O  vobat  is  Man  tbat  be 
Jboidd  magnifie  bimfelf,    or  Glory  in 
Strength,  or  Skill?    Beafls  are  ftronger 
than  Men,  but  Man's  weaker  Strength 
being  ftrengthned  with  more  Skill,  proves 
ftronger  than  they ;  but  in reipeft  of  Angels 
he  hath  neither  Strength  nor  Wifflom. 

IV.  If  God  be  a  Spirit,  then  He  is  not 
circumfcribed  by  any  Place ;  and  if  an  in- 
finite Spirit,  then  he  is  every  where,  no 
Place  can  include  Him,  and  no  Body  can 
exclude  Him.  He  is  within  all  Things, 
yet  not  included  nor  bounded  within  the.n, 
and  He  is  without  all  Things,  yet  not  ex 
eluded  from  them : 

tamen  irsclufus  in  ittis\  extra  omnia, 
nee  tamen  exclufus  ab  Mis.  You  know 
every  Body  hath  its  own  Bounds  an i  Li- 
mits circumfcribed  ;o  it,  and  (hoots  out  all 
other  bodily  Things  out  of  the  lame  Space, 
Jo  that  before  the  leaft  Body  want  fome 
Space,  it  will  put  all  the  Univerfe  in  Mo- 
tion, .and  snake  every  Thing  about  it  to 
change  its  Place,  and  poficft  another ;  but 
a  Spirit  can  pafs  thotow  all  of  them,  and 
pever  diflurb  them ;  a  Legion  may  be  in 
one-  Man,  and  have  Room  enough.  If 
there  were  a  Wall  of  Brais,  or  Tower, 
having  no  Open,  neither  above,  or  be- 
Death*  no  Body  could  enter,'  but  by  break- 
ing thorow,  and- making  a  Breach  into  it, 
tout  4a  Apgel  or  Spirit  could  flown  it  with- 


out a  Breach,  and  pierce  thorow  it,  with* 
out  any  Divifion  of  it :  How  much  more 
doth  the  Maker  of  all  Spirits  fill  all  in  all ; 
the  Thicknefs  of  the  Earth  doth  not  keep. 
Him  out,  nor  the  Largenefc  of  the  Heaven* 
contain  Him  :  How  then  do  we  circum- 
scribe and  limit  Him  within  the  Bounds  of  • 
a  publick  Houfe,  or  the  Heavens?    O, 
how  narrow  Thoughts  have  we  of  His 
immenfe  Greatnefc  ?    Who,  without  Di- 
vifion or  Multiplication  of  Himfeif,  fills 
all  the  Corners  of  the  World,  whofe  in- 
divifible  Unity  is  equivalent  to  an  infinite 
Extenfon,    and  Divifibility  ;  how   often 
I  pray  you,  do  you  refleft  upon  this  I 
God  is  near  band  every  one  of  us,  who 
of  us  thinks  of  a  Divine  Majefty  nearer  us 
than  our  v«y  Souls  and  Confciences,  in 
whom  we  the,  and  move,  and  have  our 
Being  ?    How  bit  we  move,  and  think 
not  with  wonder  of  that  firft  Mover,  inv 
whom  we  move  ?    How  is  it  we  live 
and  perfevere  in  Being,  and  do  not  always 
confider  this  Fountain-being,  in  whom  we 
live  and  have,  our  Being?    O,  the  Athe- 
-i  rangs,  yet  not  ex-    ",n  of  many  Souls  profefling  God  •     We 
Intra  omnia*   non  1 do  *peak,  walk,  eat  and  drink,  and  go  a- 
://;, .  ~~<~*  „. — ;>.     bout  all  our  Bufmefles,  as  if  we  were  felf- 
heings,  independent  of  any,  never  thinking 
of  that  all  prefect  quickening  Spirit,  that 
atfs  us,  moves  us,  fpeaks  in  us,  makes  u» 
to  walk,  and  eat  and  drink;  as  the  bar- 
barous People,  who  fee,  hear,  ipeak,  and 
reafon,  and  never  once  refletf  upon  the 
Principle  of  all  thefe  to  difirern  a  Soirf 
within  :.This  is  hrwifh,  and  in  this,  Man 
who  was  made  of  a  flraight  Countenance, 
to  look  upward  to  God,  and  to  know  him- 
feif and  hi*  Maker,  nil  he  might  be  dif-  . 
ferencedfrom  all  Creatures  below,  isde* 
generated,  and  become  like  the  Beafls 
that  perifli  ?    Who  of  us  believes  this  all- 
prefent  God?    We  imagine  that  he  is 
tout  upiaHewrou  uA^n^^W 
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tke  of  Affairs  below ;  but  certainly,  He  is 
not  (b  far  from  us :  Though  He  (hew  more 
of  His  Glory  above,  yet  He  is  as  prefent 
and  obfervam  below. 

V.If  He  be  a  Spirit,  then  as  he  is  incom-, 
prehenfible  and  immenfe  in  Being,  fo  alfo 
there  is  ndComprehenfion  of  His  Know- 
ledge..  The  nearer  any  Creature  comes 
to  the  Nature  of  a  Spirit,  the  more  Know- 
ing^nd  Underftanding  it-  is ;  Life  is  the 
mod  excellent  Being,  and  Underftanding 
is  the  moft  excellent  Life.  Materia  eft 
iaers Qfmartua,  the  nearer  any  thing  is 
to  the  earthly  Matter,  as  it  hath  Ids  Acti- 
on, £>  Ids  life  and  Feeling ;  Man  is  near- 
er an  Angel  than  Beafts,  and  therefore 
He  hath  a  knowing  underftanding  Spirit  in 
Hirn.  There  is  a  Spirit  in  Man,  and  the 
more  6r  lefi  this  Spirit  of  Man  is  abftraft- 
edfrom  fenfual  and  material  Things*  «t 
lives  the  more  excellent  and  pure  Life* 
and  is,  as  it  were,  more  or  iefs  delivered 
from  the  Chains  of  the  Body.  Thefe 
Souls  that  have  never  rifcn  above,  and  re- 
tired from,  fenfibte  Things,  O,  how  nar- 
row are  they,  how  captivated  within  the? 
Prifon  of  the  Flefh  r  But  when  the  Lord 
Jefus  comes  to  fet  .free*  He  delivers  a 
Soul  from  this  Bondage,  He  makes  thefe 
Chains  fall  off,  and  leads  the  Soul  apart  to 
converfe  with  God  Himfelf,  and  to  medi- 
tate on  Things  not  feen,  Sin,  Wrath,  Hell, 
and  Heaven ;  and  the  further  it  goes  from 
it  &lf,  and  the  more  abftra&ed  it  is  from 
die  Confederation  of  prefent  Things,  the 
more  it  lives  a  Life  like  Angels :  And 
therefore,  when  the  Soul  is  feparated 
from  the  Body,  it  is  jthen  perfedHy  free, 
and  hath  the  large  tf  Extent  of  Knowledge : 
A  Man's  Soul  muft  be  aimoft  like  Paul's 
{whether  out  of  the  Body,  or  in  the  Bo 
dyt  I  know  not)  if  he  would  underftaod 
•right  feiriuiai  Things:  Now  then*  this 
infinite  Spirit  is  an  akVknp wing  Spirit,  all- 


feeing  Spirit,  as  well  as  all-prefent ;  tfbere 
is  no  fearcbing  of  His  Underftanding, 
Ifa.  xl.  28.  and  Pfai.  cxlvii.  $.  Who  bath 
directed  His  Sfirit,  or  being  His  Coun- 
cilor bath  taught  Him}  Rom.  xl  34. 
Ifa.  xl.  13.  He  calls  the  Generations 
from  the  Beginning,  and  known  to  Him 
are  all  His  Works  fron  the  Beginning. 
Q*  that  you  would  always  fet  this 
God  before  you,  or  rather  fet  your 
fdves  always  in  His  Prafence,  .  in 
whofe  Sight  you  are  always :  Ho,v  would 
it  compofc  our  Hearts  to  Reverence  and 
Fear  in  all  our  Aftions,  if  we  did,  indeed, 
believe  that  the  Judge  of  all  the  World  is 
an  Eye-witneS  to  our  moft  retired  antf 
fecret  Thoughts  and  Doings  ?  If  any  Man 
were  as  privy  to  thy  Thoughts,  as  thy 
own  Spirit  andConfcience,  thou  wouidft 
blulh  and  be  alhamed  before  him ;  If  every 
one  for  us  could  open  a  Window  into  one  a- 
nothers  Spirits,  1  think  this  Aflembly  fhould 
difihifi  as  quickly,  as  that  of  ChrifVs,  when 
he  bade  them  that  were  without  Sin  caft 
a.  Stone  at  the  Woman,  we  could  not 
look  ene  upon  another :  Othen,  Why  are 
we  fo  little  apprehenfiveoftheall-fearch- 
ing  Eye  of  God,  who  can  even  declare  to 
us  our  Thought  before  it  be?  How 
much  Atheifm  is  rooted  in  the  Heart  of 
the  moft  holy?'  We  do  not  always  me- 
ditate, with  David  f  Pfai.  cxxjhx.  on  that 
all-fearching  and  ail-knowing  Spirit,  who 
knows  our  down-fitting,  and  uprifing, 
and  underftands  our  Thoughts  afar  *ff9 
and  who  is  acquainted  with  all  our 
Ways.  O,  How  would  we  ponder  our 
Path,  and  examine  our  Words,  and  con- 
sider our  Thoughts  befbrt  Hand,  if  we 
fet  our  felves  in  the  View  of  fuch  a  Spirit, 
that  is  within  us,  and  without  us,  before 
us,  and  behind  us.  He  may  ipare  Sin- 
ners as  long  as  he  pleafes,  for  there  is  no 
cfcppingfromHka*  you  cannot  go  out  of 
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His  Dominions,  nay,  you  cannot  run  out 
of  His  pretence,  PfaL  vii,  8,  9.    He 


can  reach  you  when  He  pleafes,  therefore 
He  may  delay  as  long  as  He  pleafes. 
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THere  are.  two  common  Notions  en- 
graven on  the  Hearts  of  all  Men  by 
Uature,  That  God  is,  and  that  He  mud 
Ise  woribipped ;  and  thefe  two  five  and 
(Be  together ;  they  are  clear,  or  blotted 
1     together.    According  as  the  Apprehenfi- 
'    ton  of  God  is  clear,  and  diftinA,  and  more 
1     deeply  engraven. on  the  Soul ;  fo  is  this 
Morion  of  Man's  Duty   of  worshipping 
God,  clear  and  imprinted  oil  the  Soul ; 
aid   whenever  the  A&ions  of  Men  do 
•    prove,  that  the  Conception  of  the  Wor- 
ship of  God  is  obliterate  or  worn  out ; 
when  ever  their  Tranigreflions  do  wit- 
nets,  that  a  Man  hath  not  a  lively  Notion 
i     of  this  Duty  of  God's  Worfhip,  that  doth 
alio  prove,  that  the  very  Notion  of  a  God- 
■  head  is  worn  out,  and  cancelled  in  the 
Soul ;  for  .How  could  Souls  conceive  of 
God  as  He  is  indeed,  but  they  muft  needs, 
with  Aftfif,  Exod.  xxhv.  makebafte  to 
pray  and  worlhip?  It  is  the  Principle  of  (he 
very  Law  of  Nature;  which  (hall  make  the 
whole  World  inexcufable,  becaufe  that 
-when  t bey  knew  God,  tbey  glorified  Him 
not  as  God.  A  F?ther  muft  have  Honour, 
and  a  Matter  muft  have  Fear,  and  God, 
who  is  the  common  Parent,  and  abfolute 
Matter  of  all,  muft  have  Worfhip,    in 
1    which  Reverence  and  Fear,  mixed  with 
Rejoyring  and  Affe&ion,  predomiaes;  it 
is  fuppofed,  and  put  beyond  all  Queftion 
that    He  muft  be:    He  that   vjorjbips 
Um9Ac.  It's  not  Amply  faid,  God  is  a 
Spirit  and  muft  be  woribipped  ;  'no,  for 
none  can  doubt  of  it.    If  God  be,  then 
certainly  Worfhip  is  due  to  Him,   for 
Who  tt  fo  worfcipfal?    And  becaufe  it 


is  fo  beyond  all  queftion,  therefore  Wo 
to  the  irreligious  World  that  never  puts  it  ■ 
inPraftice  :  O,  what  Excufe  can  you  have; 
who  have  not  fo  much  as  a  Form  of  God- 
linefs?  Do  you  not  know,  that  it's  beyond 
all  Controversy,  that  God  muft  be  wor- 
ibipped ?  Why  then  do  you  deny  it  in 
your  Praftice  which  all  Men  muft  con- 
fefs  in  their  Conference?'  Is  not  He  God 
the. Lord,  a  living  and  Self-being  Spirit  ? 
Then,  Muft  He  not  have  Wdrlhippers  ? 
Beafts  are  not  created  for  it,  it  is  you,  O 
•Sons  of  Men,  whom  fie  made  for  His 
own  Praife ;  and  it  is  not  more  fuitabfe  to 
your  Natures  than  it  is  honourable  and 
glorious.  This  is  the  great  Dignity  and 
EiceHency  you  are  privileged  with*' 
beyond  the  brute  Beafts,  to  lave  Spirits 
within  you  capable  of  knowing  and  ac- 
knowledging the  God  of  your  Spirits  s 
Why  then  do  you  both  rob  and  Ipoil  God 
of  his  Glory,  and  caft  away  your  own 
Excellency  ?  Why  do  you  love  to  trample 
on  your  Ornaments,  and  wallow  in  the 
Puddle,  like  Beafts,  void  of  Religion,  but 
fo  much  wocfe  tfian  Beafts,  that  you  ought 
to  be  better,  and  were  created  for  a  more 
noble  Defign.  O  bafe-fpirited  Wretches, 
who-hang  down  your  Souls  to  this  Earth, 
and  follow  the  Dilates  of  your  own  Senfe 
andLuft,  and  have  not  fo  much  as  an  exter- 
nal Form  of  worlhipping  God ;  How  fir 
are  you  come  (hott  of  the  noble.  Defign  of 
your  Creation,  and  the  high  End  of  your 
immortal  Souls  ?  If  you  wW  not  worlhip 
God,  know,  He  will  have  Worfliippers  ; 
certainly.  He  will  not  want  it,  becaufe  He 
K  bath 
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hath  defigncd  fo  maoj  Souls  to  ftand  be- 
fore Him,  and  worSbip  Him,  aqd  that 
Number  wHi  not  fail :  He  might  indeed, 
have  wanted  Worihippers  ;  For  what  Ad- 
vantage  is  it  to  Him  ?  But  br  this  He  de- 
clares His  Love  and  Refpeft  to  Man,  that 
He  will  not  want  Honour  and  Service 
from  Him :  ft  is  rather  to  put  Honour  up- 
on Him,  and  to  make  Him'  blefled  and 
happy,  than  for  any  Gain  can  amount  to 
Himfelf  by  it ;  for  this  is  indeed  the  true 
Honour  and  Happinefs  of  Man,  not  to  be 
Worshipped  and  ferved  of  other  Fellow- 
creatures,  but  to  worlhip  and  ferye  the 
Creator :  This  is  the  higheft  Advancement 
of  a  Soul,  to  lye  low  before  Him,  and  to 
obey  Him,  and  have  our  Service  accepted 
of  Ms  Majefty :  I  befeech  you  ftrive  a- 
fcout  this  noble  Service.  -  Since  He  muft 
have  Worihippers,  O,  fay  within  your. 
Souls,  Itmift  be  one  •»  if  He  had  but  oife, 
I  could  not  be  content  if  I  were  not  that 
one ;  fince  the  Father  Wfeekxng  Wvjbip- 
pen,  Ver.  23.  O,  let  Him  fin^thee. 
Offer  thy  feif  to  Him,  faying,  Lord  here 
I.    Should  He  feek  you,  who  can 
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have  no  Advantage  from  you?  Should 
Jie  go  about  fo  earneft  a  Search  for 
true  Worihippers,  who  can  have  no 
j>rofit  by  them  ?  And  why  do  ye  not 
feek  Him,  fince  to  you  all  the  Gain  and 
Profit  redounds  ?  Shall  He  feek  you  to 
'make  you  Happy,  and  *liy  do  ye  not  feek 
Him,  and  Happinefs  in  Him  ?  It  is  your 
own  Service,  I  may  truly  fay,  and  not 
ftis  fo  much  ;  for  in  fcrving  Him  thou 
doft  rather  ferve  thy  felt  for  ij\  the  Bene- 
fit redounds  to  thy  feif,  though  thou  muft 
not  intend  fuch  an  End,  to  ferve  Himffor 
thy  feif,  but  for  His  Name's  Sake ;  elfe 
thou  (halt  neither  honour  Him,,  nor  ad- 
vantage thy  feif.  I  pray  you  let  Him  not 
-feek  in  vain,  for  in  thefe  Afflictions  He  is 
'ieettog  Vorfhippers,  *nd  if  lit  find  you, 


you  are  found  and  faved  indeed. '  Do  iu>r 
then  forfake  your  own  Mercy,  to  run  from 
Him  who  follows  you  with  Salvation. 

As  none  can  be  ignorant  that  God  is, 
and  muft  be  worshipped,  fo  it  is  unknown 
to  the  World  in  what  manner  He  muft  be 
worshipped  z  The  moft  part  of  Men  have  • 
fome  Form  in  worlhipping  God,  and 
pleafe  themfelves  in  it  fo  Veil  that  they 
think  God  is  well-pleafed  with  it,  but  few 
there  are  who  know  indeed,  what  it  is  to 
worlhip  Him  in  a  manner  acceptable  to 
His  Majefty :  Now^  you  know  it*  is  all  one 
not  to  worlhip  Him  at  all,  as  not  to  wor- 
ship Him  in'that  Way  He  likes  to  be  wor- 
shipped :  Therefore  the  moft  Part  of  Men 
are  but  Sel£worlhippers,becaufe  they  pleafe 
■none  but  themfelves  in  it ;  it  is  not  the 
Worlhip  his  Soul  hath  chofen,  but  their 
own  Invention,  for  you  muft  take  this  as 
an  undeniable  Ground,  that  God  muft  be 
worshipped  according  to  his  own  Will  and 
PleaSiire,  and  not  according  to  your  Hu-  * 
mour,  or  Invention :  therefore  His  Soul  ab- 
hors Will-worShip,  "deviled  by  Men  out  of 
ignorantZeal,  or  Superftition,  though  there 
might  feemmuch  Devotion  in  it,  and 
mlich  Affetfion  to  God;  as  in  the  Israelites 
facrificing  their  Children  what  more  feem- 
ing  felf-denial  ?  and.  yet  what  more  real 
Self-idolatry?  God  owns  not  fuch  a  Ser- 
vice, for  it  is  not  Service  and  Obedience 
to  His  Will  anci  Pleafure,  but  to  Men's 
own  Will  and  Humour :  Therefore  a  Man 
muft  noUoofc  for  a  Reward,  but  from 
Himfelf.  Now  it  is  not  only  Will  wor- 
ship, when  the  Matter  and  Subftance  of 
the  Worship  is  not  commanded  of  God, 
but  4no  when  a  commanded  Worship  is 
not  discharged  in  the  appointed  Manner  : 
Therefore,  O  how  few  frue  Worihippers 
will  the  Father  find?  True  Worlhip 
muft  have  Truth,  for  the  Subftance ;  and 
Spirit,  for  the  Manner  of  it ;  Elfe  it  is 
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not  fcch  a  Worfhip  as  die  Father  feeks  and 
will  be   pleafed  with ;  Divine  Worfhip, 
Boft  have  Truth  in  it,  that   is  plain,  but 
what  was  that  Trutb*  it  muft  be  conformed 
tt  the  Rule  ai81  Pattern  of  Worfhip,  which 
0  God's  Will  andPleafure,  revealed  in  the 
Word  of  Truth.  True  Worfhip  is  the  very 
tn&xe  of  the  Word  of  Truth,  it  carries 
tie  Image  and  Superfcnption  of  a  Command 
opm  it,  which  is  a  neceflary  Ingredient  in 
fa,  and    Constituent   of  lu    Therefore 
if  thy  Service  have  the  Image  of  thy  own 
ViU  fiamped  on  it,  it  is  not  Divine  Wor- 
fhip, but  Will-worfhip.    Thus  all  humane 
Ceremonies  and  Ordinances  enjoyned  for 
die  Service  of  God,  carry,  the  Infcription 
ooc  of  God  Jbut  of  Man,  who  is  the  Author 
and  Original  of  them,  and  fo  arebut  adulter- 
ated and  fatie  Coin,  that  will  not  pals  cur- 
rent with  God.  I  fear  there  be  many  Rites 
and  vain  Ctifloms  among  ignorant  Peo- 
ple, ni  winch  they  place  fome  Religion, 
which  have  fto  Ground  in  the  Word  of 
•God,  but  are  only  old  Wives  Fables  and 
Tradteons.    How  many  Things  of  that 
Nature  are  ufed  upon  a  religious  Account 
In  which  God  hath  placed  no  Religion  : 
Many  have  a  fuperftitious  Conceit  of  the 
Nrijdfc  Place  of  Worfhip,  as  if  there  were 
moreHolinefi  in  it  than  ia  any  other  Houfe, 
and  Y>  they  think  their  Prayers  in  the 
Church  are  more  acceptable  than  in  their 
Chamber ;  but  Chrift  refutes  that  fuper- 
fiitioift  Opinion  of  Places,  and  fo  confe- 
queotly  of  Days,  Meats,  and  all  fuch  ex- 
ftmal  Things:  The  Jews  had  a  great 
Opinion  of  their  Temple,  the  Samaritans 
of  their  Mountain,  as  if  thefc  Places  tod 
finfiified  their  Services:    But  faith  our 
Lord,  P^erf.   21.   tfbe    Hour   comet b 
wben  ye  {ball  neither  worjbip  in  this 
Jdmntain*  &c.    but  'tis  any  where  ac- 
ceptable, if  fo  be  ye  worflrip  in  Spirit  and 
Truth ;  M^ny  of  you  account  it  Religion^ 
to  pray  and  mutter  Words  of  your  own  in 


the  Time  of  publick  Prayer,    but  who 
hath  required  this  at  your  Hands  ?    If  ye 
would  pray  yourfelves,  .go  apart,  Jbut 
tbe  Door  behind  thee,  faith  Chrift:  Pri- 
vate Prayer  Jhould  be  in  private  and  fecret : 
But  when  publick  Prayer  is,  your  Hearts 
(hould  dole  with  the  Petitions-,  and  offer 
them  up  jointly  to  God.   It  is  cortainJy  a 
great  flight  of  that  deceitful    Deftroyer. 
the  Devil,  to  poflefs  your  Minds  with  an 
Opinion  of  Religion,  in  fuch  vain  Bahlings, 
that  he  may  withdraw  both  your  Ears  and 
your  Hearts*  from  the  publick  Worfhip 
of  God,  for  when  every  one  is  bufied 
with  his  own  Prayers,  you  cannot  at  all 
join  in  the  publick  Service  of  God,  which 
is  offered  up  in  your  Name.    The  like  I 
may  fay  of  ftupid  Forms  of  Prayer,  and 
tying  your  felves  to  a  Platt-form,  writ- 
ten in  a  Book,  or  to  fome  certain  Words  . 
gotten  by  the  Heart,  who  hath  command* 
ed  this  ?    Sure,  not  the  Lord,  who  hath 
promifed  His  Spirit  to  teach  them  to  pray, 
and  help  their  Infirmities^who  know  not 
how,  nor  what  to  pray  :  It  is  a  Device  of 
your  own,  invented  by   Satan  to  quench 
the  Spirit-  of  Supplication,  which  (hould  be 
the  very  natural  breathing  of  a  Chriffiag. 
But  there  are  fome  fo  grofly  ignorant   of 
what  Prayer  is,  that  they  make  ufe  of  the 
Ten  Commands,  and  Belief,  a*  a  Pray- 
er :  So  void  are  they  of  the  Knowledge 
and  Spirit  of  God,  that  they  cannot  difcero 
betwixt  God's  Commands  to  themfelvcs 
and  their  own  Requefts  to  God,  betwixt 
His  fpeaking  to  Men;  and  their  (peaking 
to  Him,  between  their  profefling  of  Him 
before  Men,  and  praying  and  confeffing; 
to  Him ;  all  this  is  but  forged  imaginary 
Worfhip,  Worfhip  falfly'fo  called,  which 
the  Father  feeks  not,  .and  receives  not. 

But  what  if  1  fhould  fay,  that  the  moft 
Part  of  your  Worfhip,  even  that  which  is 
commanded  of  God,  as  Prayer,  Hearing, 
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Reading,  ©c.  hath  no  Truth  inir,  Ifoould 
fay  nothing  amifs,  for  though  you  do  thofe 
Things  that  are  commanded,  yet  not  as 
commanded,  without  -any  refpeft  to  Di- 
vine Appointment,  and  only  becaufe  you 
have  received  them  as  Traditions  from 
your  Father*  and  becaufe^ye  are  taught 
fix  by  the  Precepts  of  Men,  and  are  ac- 
cuftomed  fo  to  do,  therefore  the  Stamp  of 
God's  Will  and  Pleafure  is  not  engraven 
on  them,  but  of  your  oiyn  Will,  or  of  the 
Will  of  |4en.  Let  me  pofe  your  Confid- 
ences, many  of  you,  what  Difference  is 
there  between  yodr  Praying,  and  your 
Flowing,  between  your  Hearing,  and  your 
Harrowing,  between  your  Reading  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  your  reaping  in  the  Har~ 
veft,  between  your  religious  Service  and 
your  common  ordinary  Aftions ;  I  fay, 
what  Difference  is  there  in  the  Rife  of 
thefe  ?  You  do  many  civil  Things  out  of 
Guftom,  or  becaufe  of  the  Precepts  of 
Men  ;  and  is  there  any  any  other  Princi- 
ple at  the  Botiya  of  your  religious  Per- 
formances ?  Do  you  at  ail  confider,  thefe 
are  Divine  Appointments,  thefe  have  a 
Stamp  of  His  Authority  on  them  rand 
frQm  the  Conscience  of  fuch  an  immediate 
Command  of  God,  and  the  Defire  ta 
pieafe  Him  and  obey  Hun,  do  you.  go  a- 
bout  thefe?  lfear  many  cannot  fey  it: 
O  am  I  fore  all  cannot,  though  it  may  be, 
aU  .will  fay  it :  Therefore  your  religious 
Worftiip  can  come  in  no  other  Account, 
than  Will-worfoip,  or  Man-worfhip,  it 
hath  not  the  Stamp  of  Truth  on  it,  an  ex- 
prefc  Conformity  to  the  Truth  of  pod  as 
His  Truth. 

But  we  muft  prefs  this  out  a  little  more. 
Truth  is  oppofe<*  to  Ceremony  and  Sha- 
dow. The  Ceremonies  of  old  were  Sha- 
dows* or  the  external  Body  of  Religion, 
in  which  the  Soul  and  Spirit  of  GodJi nefs  I 
iboold  have  been  enclofed,  but  the  Lord  I 
did  always  urge  more  wnejftly  the  Sub» 


ftance  and  Truth,  than  the  Ceremony;  the 
weightier  Matters  of  the  Law,  Piety,  E-- 
quity,  and  Sobriety,  than  thefe  lighter  ex- 
ternal Ceremonies :  He  fets  an"  higher  Ac- 
count upon  Mercy  than  Sacrifice,  and  up- 
on Obedience,  than  Ceremonies  :  But  this 
People  turned  it  juft  contrary;  they  fum- 
ed up  all  their  Religion  in  fome  cere: 
monial  Performance,  and   feparated  thofe 
Things,  God  had  fo  nearly  conjoyned; 
they  would  be  devout  Men  in   Offer- 
ing -Sacrifices,   in    their    Wafhings,    in 
their   Rites,    and  yet  made  no  Consci- 
ence of  Heart  x  and  SouKpiety    towards 
God,  and  upright  juft  Dealing  with  Men : 
Therefore  the  •  Lord    fo  often  quarrels 
with  them,  and  reje&s  all  their  Service  as 
being* a  Device,  and  Invention  of   their 
own,    which  never    entered    into    His 
Heart,  Ifa.  i.  from  10.  to  16,    Jcr.  vix. 
throughout,  Ifa.  lxvi.  to  6.    Ifa.  xxviii; 
NowiCyou  will  examine  it  impartially  it 
is  even  juft  fo  with  us ;  there  are  fome  ex« 
ternal  Things  in  Religion,  which  in  Com- 
panion with  the  weightier  Things  of  Faith 
and  Obedience  are  but  ceremonial;   in 
thefe  you  place  themoft  Parr,  ifnoralf 
your  Religion,  and  think  your  felves  good 
Chriftians,  if  you  be  baptized,  and  hear 
the  Word,  and  partake   of  the  Lords 
Table,  and  fuch  like,  though  in  the  Aeaa 
Time  Jroirbe  not  given  to  fecret  Prayer, 
and  Reading,  and  do  not  inwardly  judge 
and  examine  your  felves,  that  ye  may  flee 
unto  a  Mediator ;  though  your  Convert 
fatkrn  be    unjoft  and   feandalous  among 
Men :   I  fay  unta  fuch  Souls,  as  the  Lord 
to  Ihe  Jevof,  Who  bath  required  tins 
at  your  '  H&nds  ?     Who    commanded 
you  to  hear  the  Word,  to  be  baptized,  ta 
wfcit  on  publick  Ordinances  >    Away  vyith 
all  this,  it  is  Abomination  to  His  Majefty ; 
though  it  pieafe- you  never  fo  well,  the 
more  it  difpkafes  Him  y  If  you  lay,  Why 
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commands  He  us  to  hear  ?    &c .    I  fay> 
the  Lord  never  commanded   thefe  exter- 
nal Ordinances  for  the  Sum  of  true  Religi- 
on ;  that  was  nc»t  the  great  Thing  whichi 
fvas  in  His  Heart,  that  He  had  mqjft  Plea«| 
hire  unto,  butthe  weightier  Matters  of  thev 
Law,  Piety  .Equity, and  Sobriety ,a  Holy  an<i 
godly  Converfation  adorning  the  Gofpel : 
What  bath  the  Lord  required  of  tbee, 
tut  this,  O  Man,  To  dojuftly,  and  walk 
humbly  with  thy   God  ?    So   then,  thou 
doft  not  worfliip  Him  in  Truth,  but  in  a 
Shadow ;  the  Truth  9  is  Holinefi  and  Righ- 
teoufnefs ;  that. external  Profeflion  is  but 
a  Ceremony ;  while  you  feparate  thefe  ex- 
ternal Ordinances  from  thefe  weighty  Du- 
ties of  Piety  and.  Juftice,  they  are  but  as 
a  dead  Body  without  a  Soul.     If  the  Lord 
required  Truth  of  old,  much  more  now, 
when  He  bath  abolilhed  the  Multitude  of 
Ceremonies,  that  the  great  Things  ofhis 
lair  may  be  more  feea  and  loved. 

If  you  would  then  be  true  Wor/hippers, 
look  the  whole  Mind  of  God,  and  especi- 
ally, the  chief  Pleaiiire  of  God's  Mind,  that 
which  He  moft  delights  in ;  and  by  any 
Means  do  not  feparate  what  God  hath  con- 
joined ;  do  not  divide  Righteoufnefi  to- 
wards Men  from  a  Profeflion  of  Holinefs 


to  God,  elfe  it  is  but  a  Falfhood,  a  coun-   .Wged  to  be.   I  would  think  it  were  true. 


terfeit  Coin ;  do  not  pleafe  your  felyes  fo 
much  in  external  Church-privileges,  'with- 
out a  Holy  arid  Godly  Converfation,  ador-  ] 
rilng  the  Gofpel ;  but  let  the  chief  Study, 
Endeavour,  and  Delight  of  your  Souls  be 
about  that  which  God  moft  delights  in  ; 
tettheSubftanrials  of  Religion  have  the  firft 
Place  in  •  the-  Soul,  pray  more  in  fecret, 
that  will  b$  the  Life  of  your  Souls *,  you 
ought,  indeed,  to  attend  publick  Ordinan- 
ces, but  above  all,  take  heed  to  your*  Con- 
version and  walking  at  Home,  and  in 
Secrer;  Prayer  in  your  Family  is  a  more 
ftbftantial  Worfliip  than  to  fit  and  hear 
trayer  in  publick  l  and  Prayer  in  fecret  is 


more  fubftantialthan   that:  The  more 
retired  and  immediate  a  Duty  bethe  more 
weighty  it  is ;  tffc  more  it  crofs  thy  Cor- 
ruptions, and  evidences  the  Stamp  of  God 
on  thy  AfFeftions,  the  more  Divine  it  is  j  - 
and  therefore  to  ferve  God  in  thefe,, is  to 
ferve  Him  in  Truth.    Practice  hath  more- 
of  Truth  in  it  than  a  Profeflion.    When  ' 
your  Fathers  executed  Judgment,  was 
not  this  jo  know  me>    Duties  that  have 
more  Oppofuion  from   our    Natures  a- 
gainft  them,  and  lefs  Fewel  or  Oyl  to  ■ 
feed  the  Flame  of  our  Self-love  and  Cor- 
ruption, have  more  Truth  in  them ;  and 
if  you  rtiould  worfliip  God  in .  all  other 
Duties,  and  not  efpecially  in  tjiofe,  you  do. 
not  worfliip  Him. in  Truth. 

New,  Let  u*  confider  the  Man/fer  o£ 
Divine  Worftu> :  And  this  is   as-  need- 
ful to  true  Worfliip  *  as    true    Mattert. 
that     it    be    commanded,    and     done 
as  It   is    commanded,   that    compleats* 
true  Worfliip.    Now,  f  know  no  better* 
•Way,  or  Manner,  to  worfliip  God  in  than, 
fi>  to  worfliip  Him  as  our  Worlhip  may 
carry,  the  Stamp  of  His  Image  upon  it,  as 
it  may  be  a  Glafs"  wherein  we  may  behold 
God's  Nature  and  Properties :  For  fuch  as " 
Himfelf  is,  fuch  He  would  be  acknow* 


Worfliip  indeed,  which  had  engraven  on. 
it  the  Name  of  the  True  and  Living  God. 
if  it  did  fpeak  out  fo  much,  of  it  felf,  That 
God  is,  ahdjbat  He  is  a  Rewarder  o£> 
them  that  feiks  Him  diligently.    Moft 
Part  of  our  Service  (peaks  an  unknown . 
God,  and  carries  fuch  an  Inlcription  upon 
it,  To  the  unknown  God :  There  is  fa; 
little  either  Reverence,  or  Love,  or  Feart. 
or  Knowledge  in  it,  as  if  we  did  -not  wor- 
fliip the  true  God,  but  an  Idol.  It  isfaid, 
that  the.  Fool  fays  in  bis  Heart,  that-, 
thefe  is  n*  God,  becaufe  his  Thoughts  and. 
Affedions,and  Aftions  arefo  little  compo* 
fed  to  the  Fear  aodlikeneft  of  thaiGod^t 
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if  he  did  indeed  plainly  deny  Him  -;  I  fear, 
it  may  be  fakl  thus  of  our  Worlhip.  It 
fays,  T'bere  if  no  God;  it  is  of  Rich  a 
Nature,  that  none  could  conclude  from  it, 
that  it  had  any  Relation  to  die  true  God ; 
our  Prayers  deny  God,  becaufe  there  is 
nothing  of  God  appears  in  them :  But  this  is 
true  WorAip,  when  it  renders  back  to  God 
Hisownlhiage  and  Name  :  Unde  refer- 
cuffuf  redditur  ipfejibi.    As  it  is  a  pure 
.  and  clean  Fountain, -in  which  a  Man  may 
.  fie  his  Shadow  diftinftly,  but  a  troubled 
Fountain  or  Myre  in  which  he  cannot  be- 
hold himfelf ;  lb  it  is  pure  Worlhip,  which 
receives  and-reflefts  die  pure  Image  t)f 
-God,   but  impure  and  Hmciean  Worlhip, 
which  cannot  receive  it,  and  return  it.    I 
-pray  you  Chriftians  confider  this,  for  it  is 
fuch  Worfhipperk  the  Father  fecks ;  and 
>whyfetksHe  fuch?    but  becaufe  in  them 
He  finds  Hhnfelf  (fo  to  (peak:)  His  own 
'Image  and  Superscription  is  upon  them, 
His  Mercy  is  engraven  on  their  Faith  and. 
Confidence;  Hi*  Majefty  and  Power  is 
ftamped  on  their  Humility  and  Reverence ; 
Hi*  Goodnefs  i?to  be  read  on  the  Soul's  re* 
joycing,  His  Greatnefs  and  JuAke  in  the 
Soul's  trembling.    Thus  there  ought  to 
be  fome  Engravings  on  die  Soul,  answer- 
ing the  Characters  of  His  glorious  Name ; 
'  O  how  little  ofthis  is  among  them  that  de- 
fire  to  inow  fomething  of  God?.  How 
Uftle  true  Worlhip,  even  among  them 
.whom  the  Father  hath  fought*>ut  to  make 
*   true  Worfhippers?    But  alas!     How  are 
all  of  us  unacquainted  with  this  kind  of 
WoFlhip?    We.  flay  upon  the  firft  Prin- 
ciples and  Practices  of  Religion,  and  go 
not  on  to  build  upon  the  Foundation: 
Sometimes  your  Worlhip  hath  a  Stamp  of 
God's  Holinefi  and  Juffice  in  Fear  and 
Terror  at  fuch  a  Majefty,  which  makes 
you  to  tremble  before  Him ;  but  where 
Is  the  Stamp  of  His  Mercy  and  Grace 
erbkb  (houidbe  written  ia  yout  FiUhaa4 


Rejoycirig?    Tremble  and  fear  indeed, 
but  rejoyce  with  trembling*  becaufe  there 
is  Mercy  with  Him:  Sometime  there  is 
Rejoycing  and  Quietnefs jn  the  Soul,  but 
that  quickly  degenerates  into  carnil  Con- 
fidence, and  makes  the  Soul  turn  Grace 
mtp  Wantonnefi,  and  efteem  ofitfelfa- 
bove  what  is  right,  becaufe  it  is  not  coun- 
terpoifed  with  the  Senle  and  Apprehenfion  • 
of  HisHolinefs  and  Juffikfe;  But,'  O  to 
have  thefe  jointly  written  on  the  Heart,  in 
Worship,   Fear..  Reverence,  Confidence, 
Humility,  and  Faith !     That  is  a  fare 
Thing ;  It  is  a  Divine  CompofitioH  and 
Temper  of  Spirit  that  makes  a  Divine 
Soul:  For  the  moil  Part,  our  Worlhip 
favours  and  fmells  nothing"  of  God,  nei- 
ther His  Power,  nor  His   Mercy  and 
Grace,,  nor    his   HoUftefs  and  Juftice. 
nor    His     Majefty     and     Glory  ;    a 
fecure,  faint,  formal  Way,  void  df  Re- 
verence, of  Humility,  of  Fervency,  and  of 
Faith,   I  befeech  you,  let  us  confider,  as 
before  the  Lord,  how  much  Pains  and 
Time  we  lot,,  and  pleafe  none  but  our 
felves,  and  profit  none  at  all :  Stir  up 
your  (elves  as  in  his  Sight ;  for  it  is  the 
keeping  of  our  Souls  continually  as  in  His 
Sight,  which  willftamp  our  Service  with 
His  Likenefi ;    The  fixed  and  conftant 
Meditation  on  God  and  His  glorious  Pro- 
perties, this  will  beget  the  Refemblance  be- 
tween our  Worlhip,  and  the  God  whom 
we  worlhip,  and  it  will  imprint  His  Image 
upon  it,    and  then  it  fhould  pleafe  Him. 
and  then  it<hould  profit  thee,  and  then  It 
fhould  edifie  others. 

But  njore  particularly:  True  Worlhip 
muft  have  the  Stamp  of  God's  ipiritual 
Nature,  apd  be  conformed  to  it  in  fome 
Meafure.elfe  ft  cannot  pleafe  Him:  There 
muft  be  a  Conformity  between  God  and 
Souls;  this  is  the  great  End  of  the  Gojpel, 
fo  repair  that  Image  of  God  which  was 

once 
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once  upon  Man,  and  make  him  like  God 

again  ;-Now,  it  is  this  Way  that  Jefus  Chrift 

repairs  this   Image,  and  brings  about  the 

Conformity  with  God,  by  the  Soul's  wor- 

(hipping  of  God  fuitable  to  His  Nature, 

which  as  it  grows  more  and  more  fuitable 

to  God's  Nature,  it  is  the  more  and  more 

like  God,    and  happy  in  that    Ukenefs. 

Now,  God  is  a  Spirit,  therefore  ( faith 

Chrift  )  you  muft  worjbip  Him  in  Spirit' 

and  Truth.  The  Wor (hip  then  of  Saints 

muft  be  of  a  fpiritual  Native,  that  it  may 

be  like  the  immortal  Divine  Spirit  :  It  is 

luch  \fr  orfoippers  the  Father  leeks  ;  He 

ffeeks  Souls  to  make  them  like  Himfelf,  and 

ihts  Likeneft  and  Conformity  to  God  is  the 

very  Foundation  of  the  Soul's  Happinefs, 

and  eternal  Refrefhment. 

Tins  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence, 
and  1  fear,  not  laid  to  Heart.    The  Wor- 
Ihip  mud  be  like  the  worshipped.     It  is  a 
Spirit  muft  worship  the  eternal  Spirit,  it 
u  not  a  Body  that  can  be  the  Principle  and 
chief  Agent  in  the  Bufinefs :  What  Com- 
munion can  God  have  with  your  Bodies, 
while  your  Souls  are  removed  far  from 
Him,  Jnore  than  with  Beads?    All  So- 
ciety  and  Fellowlhip  muft  be  between 
thofe  that  are  like  one.  another :  A  Man 
can  have  no  comfortable  Company  with 
Beads,  or  with  Stones,  and  Trees;  it  is 
Men  that  can  converfe  with  Men ;  and  a 
Spirit  muft  worfhip  the  Self  being  Spirit. 
Do  not  miftake  this,  as  if  under  the  Days 
of  the  Gofpel  we  were  not  called  to  an 
external  and  bodily  Worfhip,  to  any  Ser- 
yke  to  which  our  outward  Man  is  inftru- 
mental ;  that  is  one  of  the  deep  Delufionj 
of  this  Age,  into  which  fome  Men,  re-, 
probate  concerning  the  Faith,  have  fal- 
len, that  there  fhould  be  no  external  Or- 
cfinances  but  that  Chriftians  are  now  cal- 
led to  a  Worfhip,  all  Spirit,  pure  Spirit,®*". 
This  i*  one  of  the  Spirits,  and  fpiritual 


Dotfrines  (that  calls themfelves  fo)  which 
ye  muft  not  receive  ;  for  it  is  neither  the 
Spirit  of  God,  nor  of  Chrift  thatteachetb 
this  :  Not  the  Spirit  of  Gfod  the  Creator, 
becaufe  He  hath  made  the  whole  Man. 
Body  and  Soul,  and  fo  muft  be  worfhip-. 
ped  of  the  whole  Man :  He  hath  created 
Man  in  fuch  a  Capacity  as  he  may  offer  up 
external  Aftions  in  a  reasonable  Manner 
With  the  inward  Affeftions  ;  as  the  LorJj 
hath  created,  him  lb  fhould  he  ferve  Him. 
Every  Member,  every  Part  in  its  own 
Capacity  ;  the  Soul  to  preceed.  and  the 
Body  to  follow ;  the  Soul  to  be  the  chief 
Worfhipper,  and  the  Body  its  Sfervant  im- 
ployed  in  the  Worfhip :  True  Worfhip 
hath  a  Body  and  a  Soul  as  well  as  a  true. 
Man  ;  and  as  the  Soul  feparated  is  not  a 
compleat  Man,  fo  neither  is  the  Soul  fe- 
parated a  compleat  Worfhipper  without 
the  Body ;  -the  external  Ordinances  of  God 
is  the  Body,  the  inward  Soui-afteftion  is 
the  Spirit,  which  being  joined  together 
makes  compleat  Worfhip.    Neither  is  if  * 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  which  teacheth  this,  be- 
caufe our  Lord  Jefus  hath  taught  us  to  cf- " 
fer  up  our  Bodies  and  Spirits  both  in  a 
reaibnable 'Service,  Rom.xXu  u  a.  Th#- 
Sacrifice  of  the  bodily  Performance,  o£  - 
fered  up  by  the  fpiritual  Afletfion,  and  re- 
newed Mind  is  a  livbtg  Sacrifice,  holy, 
acceptable,  and  reasonable  :  That  Spi- 
rit  which  dvyelt  in  Chrift  above  Meafure, . 
did  not  think  it  too  bafe  to  vent  it  felf  in 
the  Way  of  external  Ordinances.;  He  was, 
indeed,  above  all,  above  the  Law,  yet  did 
willingly  come  under  them,  to  teach  us, 
who  have  fo  much  Need  and  Want,  to 
come  under  them  ;  He  prayed  much,  He 
preached,  He  did  fing  and  read,  to  teach 
us  bow  to  worfhip,  and  how  much  Need 
we  have  of  Prayer  and  Preaching :  This 
was  not  the  Spirit  Chrift  promifed  to  His 
Difcipfcs,  and  Aoofttes*  YctoteJ\SvKvi<&4 
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breathe  moft  lively  in  the  Ufe  of  external 
.Ordinances,  all  their  Days  ;  and  this  is 
not  the  Spirit  which  was  at  that  Hour  in 
.which  Xhrift  'fpoke,  tbe  Hour  is  come 
and  now  if,  Ver.  23.  inwbicbtbe  true 
Worjbip  of  God  Jhall  not  be  in  the  ex- 

'u.^rnal  Jewijb.  Ceremonies,  and   Kites, 
roiJ  of  all  Life  and  inward  Senfe  of  Piety ; 
but  the  true  Worlhip  of  God  ihall  be  made 
up  of  a   Sour  and  Body,  of  Spirit  and 
♦Truth,  of  the  external  appointed  Qrdi- 
jiances  according  to  the  Word  of  Truth, 
and.the  Spirit  of  Truth ;  and  of  the  Spirit 
.and  ipward  Soul-affe&ion,  and  Sincerity,, 
tvhich  ft*ll  quicken  and  aftuate  that  ex- 
ternal Performance.;  There  wereuo  foch 
Worrtiipperrthen  as  had  no  Ufe  of  Ordi- 
nances, Chriftwasnotfuch,  His  Dilciplca 
were  not  fuch,  therefore  it  is  anewGof 
pel',  -which  if  an  Angel  ihould  bring  from 
.fieaven  ye  ought  not  to  receive  it. 

As  it  is  certalh  then,  that  both  Soul  and 
'Body  muA  be  imployed  in  this  Bufinels, 

Ju  it  is  fure  that  the  Soiil  and  Spirit  muft 

"be  the  iirft  Mover,  and  chiefeft  Agent  in 
it,  becaufe  it  is  a  Spiritual  .Bufinefi,  .and 
hath  Relation  to  the  Fountain-ipirit,  which 
hath  the  moft*  perfetf  Oppofition  to  all 
falfe  Ap{>earances,  and  external. Shews ; 
tfiat  Pan  of  Man  that  comedineareft  God, 
muft  draw  neareft  in  worshipping  God, 
and  if  that  be  removed  far  away*  there,  is 
no  reall  Communion  with  .God;  Man 
judges  according  to  the  outward  Appear- 
ance,  and  can  reach  .  no  further  than  the 
outward  Man,  but  God  is  an  aUsfearching 
-Spirit  who.  tryeth  the  Heart  and  Reins, 
-and  therefore  He  will  pafs  another  Judg- 
ment upon.your  Worihip,  than  Men  can 
do,  becaufe  He  obferves  all  the  fecret 
•  Wanderings  and  Efcapes  of  the'Heart  out 
of  His  Sight.  He  mifles  the  Soul  when' you 

,  prefent  attentive  Ears,  or  eloquent 
::7ltfgues;  there  is  no  dallying  withifis 


Majefty,»painting  will  not  deceive  Him, 
His  very  Nature  is  contrary  to  Hypocri- 
fy.  and  Diflimulation  ;  and  what  it  is  but 
Diflimulation,    when  you   prefent    your 
felves  torelfcious  Exercifes  as  His  People, 
but  within  are  nothing  Jikfe  .it,  notliing  a- 
waking,   nothing   prefent  ?    O  xoniider, 
my  Beloved,  what  a  One  you  have  to  do 
with  1    It  is  not  Men,  but  the  Father  of 
Spirits,  who  will  notbepleafed  with  what 
pleafes  Men,  of  your  own  Flefti,  but  muii 
have  a  Spirit  to  ferve  Him.    Alas  what 
are  we  doing  with  fcch  empty  Names 
and  Shews  in  Religion  ?     Bufied  in  the 
Outfide  of  Worftiip  only,  as  if  we  had 
none  to  do  with  but  Men  who  have  Eyes 
of  FleiTi ;  all  that  we-do  in  this  Kind  is  lofl 
Labour,  and  will  never  be  reckoned  up  in 
the  Account  of  true  Worlhip :  I  ani  fare 
you  know  and  may  refleft  upon  your 
felves.  that  you  raakeJUligion  but  a  Mat- 
ter of  outward  Fafluon,  and  external  Cut 
torn,  you  have  never  almoft  taken  it  to 
Heart  in  earned;  you  may  frequent  the 
Ordinances,  you  may  have  a  Form  of 
Godlinefi,  confining  in  fome  outward  Per- 
formances and  Privileges,  andOi.  How 
void  anddeftitute  of  all  Spirit  and  Life, 
and  Power  ?  Not  to  fpeak  of  the  Remov- 
al of  Afleftion,  and  the  imploying  of  the 
Marrow  of  your  Soul  upon  bafe  Lufts, 
and  Creatures,  or  thefcattering  of  your 
Defires  abroad  amongft  them,  for  that  is 
too  palpahle ;  but  even  your  very  Thoughts 
and  Minds  are  removed  from  this  Bufi- 
neft,  you  have  nothing  prefent  but  an  Ear. 
or  Eye,  and  your  Minids  is  about  other 
Jfafinefi,  your  Dt&res,  your  Fears,  your 
Joys,  and  Delights,  your  Affeftions  never 
did  run  in  the  Channel  of  religious  Exer- 
cifes ;  all  your  Paflion  is  vented  in  other 
Things  :  But  here  you  are  blockilh  and 
ftupidt  without  any  fenfible  Apprehenfioa 
of  God.  Hi*  Mercy,  op  Jufiice,  or  W'raifc 
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or  of  your  ofan Mifery  tnd  Want.    You 
farrow  In  other  Things,  but  none  here, 
■one  for  Sin ;  you  joy  for  other  Thing*. 
tec  none  here,  you  cannot  rejoice  at  the 
GcrfpeJ.    Prayer  is  a  Burden  not  a  De- 
ight.  if  your  Spirits  were  chiefly  imptoy 
cdm  religious  Duties.  Religion  would  be 
rinoft  your  Element,  your  Pleafiire  and 
Iteration,  but  now  it  is  wearifcme  to  the 
Flefc,  becaufe  die  Spirit  taketh  not  the 
dtiefWeightuponit.  Obi  be  not  deceiv- 
ed, God  is  not  mocked,  you  do  but  mock 
your  fclves  with  external  Shams,  while 
700  are  fitufied  with  them.  Ibefescbyou 
lack  inwardly,  and  be  not  ladled  with  the 
outward  Appearance,  but  ask  at  thy  Soul, 
wtere  it  is?  and  how  it  is  ?  Retire  within, 
and  t*kg  up  thy  Spirit  to  this  Work  ;  I 
am  fine  you  may  obferve  that  any  Thing 
goes  morefinoothly  and  fweetly  with  you, 
than  die  Worihip  of  God,  becaufe  your 
Mind  is  more  u£on  any  Thing  elfe.  I  fear 
Ae  moll  Pan  of  us  who  endeavour,  in 
fane  Meafcre,  to  feek  God,   have  too 
gy^i  Drols  of  outward  Formality,  add 
much  Scum  of  filthy  Hypocrify  and  Guile. 
O !  pray,  that  the  prefent  Furnace  may 
purge  away  this  Scum.    It  is  the  great 
Sound  of  God's   prefent  Controverfy 
with  Scotland ;  but,  alas,  the  Bellows  are 
Jike  to  burn,  an^we  not  tobeputged,  our 
•Scum  goes  n<*  out  from  "*»  wc  fitisfieour 


fehres  with  feme  outward  Ezercifes  of  Re* 
ttgkm,  Cuftom  undoes  us  all,  and  it  was 
never  more  undoing  than  when  Indignation 
and  Wrath  is  purfutng'it.    Oh  f  that  you 
would  ponder  what  you  lofc  by  it,  both 
the  Sweetnefi  add  Advantageof  Godfinefi, 
befide  the  DUhonour  of  God.    You  take  a 
formal,  negligent  and  fccure  Way,  as  the 
moft  eafy  Way,  and  the  moft  pleafing  10 
your  Flefh,  and  I  am  perlwaded  you  find 
it  the  moft  difficult  Way,  becaufe  you 
want  all  the  pleafint  and  fweet  Refrefh- 
ments  and  Soul  Delight  you  might  have 
in  God,  by  a  ferious  and  diligent  minding  of 
Religion.    The  Fleafure  and  Sweetnefs  of 
God  tatted  and  found,  will  make  Diligence 
and  Fains  more    eafy,  than  Slothfulnefi. 
can  be   to  the  Slothful ;   this  oyles  the' 
Wheels,  and  makes  them  drive  fwifily  ; 
Formality  makes  them  drive  heavily.  Thus 
you  lite  always  in  a  complaining  Humour* 
ft&binz*  andgoing  backward,  becaufe  you 
have  feme  Airring  Principle  of  Confieace 
within,  which  bears  witnefi  agamft  yotv. 
and  your  formal  Sluggilh  Dupofitiononthe 
other  Hand,  refufesto  awake  and  work; 
you  areperpteed  and  tormented  between 
tbefe  two,  when  thy  Spirit  and  AflWtions 
goes  one  way,  and  thy  Body  another ;  when 
thy  Confidence  drives  on  the  Spirit;  and 
thy  Afle#ions  draws  back,it  muft  needs  bo 
jm  unpleasant- Buineft. 


Dene  vi.  4.  Hear,  O  Ifrael,  the  Lord  our  God  is  cm  Lard. 
1  job.  v.  7.  There  are  three  tba$  bear  Record  in  Heaven,  the  Father, 
tbeJVord,  and  the  Holy  Gboft,  and  tbefe  three  are  6m. 


Rest  is  the  Myftery  of  Godlinefi, 
- :  1  Tim.  in.  16.  Religion  and  true 
Codfinefcfca  Bundle  of  etcellem  My  fle- 
cks^ Tfcnp  hid  from  the  WorW,  yea. 


from  the  wile  Men  of  d*  World,  1  Cor. 
ii.  and  not  only  fo,Vut  Secret;  in  their  own 
Nature,  the  cfiftaoft  Knowledge  whereof  is 
not  ghren  to  Saints  in  this  fiftatt  dCD* 


a* 
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ttnte  and  Abfence  from  theXofd*  There 
is  ahnaft  nothing  in  Divinity,  but  it  is  a 
Myitery  in  itfelC  how  common  foem  it 
beintheAppf^nfiflmofMta:  Foritia 
Men's  overlie,  and  common  and  (lender 
Apprebenfona  of  them,  which  makes  them 
Ibok  (b  commonly  iipon  them  :  There  b  a 
Depth  in  ihein,  but  you  will  not  know  it, 
till  you  fcarch  it,  and  found  it,  and  the  more 
you  found,  you  (hall  And  it  the  more  pro- 
found: But  Acre  are  Tome  Myfienes 
tyoajl,  and  fome  great,  there  is  a  Difference 
amongft  them,  all  are  m*  of  one  Stature, 
qf  one  Meafure :  The  Myflery  of  Chrift's 
focaroarion.  and  Death,  and  .RefiirreAion, 
fe  o*e  of the  great  N(yfleriei  of  Re%k», 
Cod  manifetUdm  tbe  ffyb ;  yet  1  con- 
ceive these  is  4  greater  MyAeiy  than  it, 
3pj  of  all  MyAeries  in  Naune  or  Divini- 
ty *  tnow  none  to  this,  the  Holy  Trini- 
ty, and  it  muft  needs  begreaie4  of  all,  and 
without  Conuovecf}'  greateft,  faeemde  it 
q  the  Beginning  and  find  of  all,  fims  & 
Jim  omnium ;  all  My  feries  have  their 
Rife  here*  and  all  of  them  return  hither. 
'fhss  is  forfeit  removed  from  (be  Under- 
ftttdiogs  of  Men,  what  <fod  hiodelf  is, 
%  hupielf is  infinitely  abqe*any  Manifef 
tgppo  oE  himfclf :  Gcid  -is  greater  than. 
Cpd  mapifefed  «J»  the  FMh»  though  in 
tfca.t  refeeft  fe.be  too  {pgat  for  us  toxoid 
c*)?e*  Trbese  is,  a  natural  Define  in  all 
Wen  to  know,  and,  if  any  Thy*  fce  Je- 
cret  and  wonderful,  the  Defire  is  more  in- 
flamed  after  the-KnowJedge-ofjtjthewry J 
Difficulty  or  Impoflibility  of  attaining  it, 
inflead  of  retraining  the  Curiofiry  of 
Man's  Spirit,  doft.  rather,  iacenfeit.  Ni- 
Hmur  invetitum  i*  the  Fruit.  ih$  fid 
Fmit  we  plucked  and  eat  from  the  Tree 
of  Knowledge  of  Good,  and  EvU.  If  the 
reveal  99  Thing  plainly  in  iiis 
l$>Mcfn,  that udopfed  and  fet  a 


vnvn  pm  x  Turns,  wucvpfe  Deyono  «n 
Cootroverfy,  are  the  moA  necefTary,  and 
moft  profitable  for  ovr  eternal  Salvation ; 
but  if  there  be  any  .fecret  Myflery  in  the 
Scriptures,  which  the  Lord  hath  only 
pointed  out  more  obfturely  ro  us.  referr- 
ing the  diftinft  and  clear  underftanding 
of  it  to  himfelf,  Deut.  ixix.  26.  that  is 
the  Apple  which  our  accurfed  Natures  will 
long  for,  and  catch  after,  though  there  be 
never  fo  ipuch  Choice  of  excellent  fimng 
Frukin  the  ParadiJe  of  the  Sfcriptures  be* 
fides.  If  the  Ark  be  covered  10  keep  Men 
from  looking  into  it,  rhat  doth  rather  pro- 
voked* curious  Spirit  of  Man  to  pry  into 
it,  1  Sanu  vfc  19.  If  the  Locd  ftiew  his 
wonderfiilClory  in  the  Mount,  and-charge 
his  People  cot  to,come  near,  left  the  glo- 
rious Prefence  of  God  kill  them,  he  muft 
putRarlls  about  it,  to  keep,  there  back, 
or  elfe  they  will  be  meddling  y  foch  is  the 
unbridled  Licence  of  our  Minds,  and  the 
pervert  Difpoiitions  of  our  Natures,  that 
where  God  familialy  invites  us  to 
come,  what  be  earneftly  prefleth  us  to 
fcarch  and  know,  that  we  defpife  as  trivial- 
and  common :  And  what  he  compafieth  a* 
bout  with  a  Dime  Darknefii  of  inacceflible 
Light,  and  hath  removed  fir  from  the  Aj* 
prebenfions  of  ail  Living,  that  we  will 
needs  fearch  into*  and  wander  into  thoft 
forbidden  Compaffe*,  with  daring  Fold- 
neft.  I  conceive,  litis  holy  and  profound1 
Myftery,  is  one  of  thole  Secret!  which 
-belongs  to  God'to  know ;  for  vibo  know* 
etb  tbe  Father  but  the  Son,  or  the  Son  but 
the  Father „  or  wbo  knovoetb  the  Mind  of 
Cod  but  the  Spirit}  Yet  the  foolifh  Minds 
of  Men  will  not  be  latisfied  with  the  .be- 
lieving Ignorance  of  fuch  a  Myflery,  bur 
witl4ieeds  enquire  into  thofe  Depths,  that 
they  may.  find  Saibfiftion  far.  their  Ret- 
fon.  But  4^  it  hnpgmieth  with  Mei  •w*> 
wiUJboJdIyihwupotttbe  San,  ffaeir.  Ejtp 

are 
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asedskdanddarkiied  with  its  Rrighnefs ; 
ittot  eacer  into  a  Lafcyriridfc  which 
find  no  way  to  come  out.  biie  the 
'  chef  go  into  it,  the  more  perpfcar* 
ed  k  fa,  and  the  more  intricate  j  even  fo, 
ir  be&Ks  many  unfober  and  prefumptuous 
%irita,  who,  hoc  being  fitistled  with  the 
Truth  df  Gdd,  clearljr  aflerring 
cfaia  is,  erideavour  to  examine  it  ac- 
;  to  Reafon,  and  to  foive  all  the  Ob- 
r  carnal  Wit  and  Reafon,  (which 
Enmity  to  God)  not  by  the  Silence 
of  die  Scripture*,  but  by  Anfwers  framed 
axDrtkflg  to  the  fereral  Capacities  of  Men; 
I  firy r  all  #l  is  but  daring  to  behold  the 
Uw  Glory  of  God  whh  Eyes  of  Fleft. 
iriacb  makes  them  darkned  in  Mind,  and 
vftfiflring  in  their  Expreffions,  while  they 
feek  to  behold  this  macceflible  Light  ;wtele 
they  tater  tetoan  encRefs  Labyrinth  of  Dif- 
'  ei#  erf  of  which  the  Thread  of  Rea- 
*kJ  dictation  can  never  Extricate 
» 6*  load  diem  forth.  Bat  the  Lord 
terwed  us  t  more  excellent  Vfxf, 
_  ik  may  bederpkabletoMen.  Man 
ddfirilffom  fileflednefs,  by  this  curious 
w&  wretched  Aim  at  feme  higher  Happi- 
0*6*  and  more  Wifiiom.  The  Lord  had) 
dufett  another  Way  to  raife  him  up  again 
fry  Faith,  rather  than  Knowledge,  by  be- 
feving  rather  than  difputing :  Therefore 
che  great  Command  of  the  Gofpei  is  das, 
to  receive  with  a  ready  and  willing  Mind, 
wMnfoerer  the  Lord  faith  to  us,  whatfo- 
evw  k  may  appear  to  Senfe  and  Reafon  ; 
to  dHpute  no  more,  to  fearch  no  more  in- 
to 4e  Secret  of  Divine  Myfieries,  as  if  by 
farthing  we  could  fihrf  ihem  our  unto  Per- 
fcftioo,  but  to  believe  what  is  fpoken,  till 
fke  Ihtj  break,  and  fa  Shadow  jtee 
«fef£.and  the  Darknefi  of  lfenorance  be 
Wholly  difpelled,  by  the  riling  of  the  Sun 


one,  andyeftftereareThrte  in  thhrone, 
(he  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gtoft.    ThU 
li^^fflttft  believe,  becaufcteWfctom 
ofGbdlaithit/ftoughyoabJOwnofhow 
if  i*  or  how  ir  can  bet  rho«gh  it  feetn  a 
ContradHton  hi  Reafon,  a  Ttimtf  in  Vkh 
9#  m  you  moil  lead  yttor  Reafon  capdte 
to  the  Obedience  of  Farth,  and  fifehce  k 
With  this  one  Anfwer,  ftr  Lord  Bath /aid 
it.   If  thougoon»difpo«  andtoen^e, 
how  can  theft  Things  be?  Thou  art  efcrp- 
ed  from  under  the  Pbwer  of  Faith,  and 
art  fled  unto  the  Tenttoffromime  Wiflom, 
where  thou  mayefUearn^/^r^r,  but  do 
Religion  ;  For  the  World  through  JPip* 
Amknem  not  God,  i  Cor.  i.  And  certain- 
J/*  whoever  he  be  that  will  not  quiet  his 
Confcience,  upon  the  bare  Word  of  Truth 
in  tSb  Particular,  bur  will  all  in  for  the 
Hefc  of  Reafon  and  Imputation,  how  to 
underftand  and  maintain  it,  I  tHnk  he  Audi 
be  ftrther  from  the  true  Knowledge  of 
God,  and&ris&ftion  of  Mind  than  be- 
fore.   There  is  no  Way  here,  but  to  dee 
info2>^s3anaaary,  trio' art  thou,  O 
Man  that  dijputes  ?  Whenever  thou 
thinks  Within  thy  felf,  how  may  this  be. 
how  can  One  be  Three,  and  Three  One, 
then  withal  let  this  of  Paul  found  in  thie 
Ears,  VPbo  art  thou,  O  Man,  <wbo  dis- 
putes ?  Hunk  that  thou  art  Mm,  think 
that  he  is  God.    Befiering  Ignorance  is 
much  better,  than  ralh  and  prdumptuous 
Knowledge.    Ask  not  a  Reafon  of  thefc 
Things,  but  rather  adore  and  tremble  at  the 
Myftery  and  Majefty  of  them.    ChrifH- 
ankyisFoofifhnefs  to  the  World  upon  this 
Account,  becaufe  'tis  an  implicite  Fafth 
(fo  to  ffaeafc)  given  tti  God ;  but  there*  is  no 
Fear  ot  being  deceived,  though  he  lead 
the  blind  by  aJPay  thou  know  noU  yk 
he  cannot  lead  thee  wrong.    This  hcrfr 


cfRjgfkeoufcefi.    Ve  are  called  then  to  I  Simplicity  in  believing  every  Word  of 
IbievfefittslfttiAii  fSax  God  is  one.  tttfy  |  God;  and  trotting  without  n^ 
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Deputation,  is  the  very  Character  of  Chri- 
ffianity,  and  it  would.be  found  only  true 
.  Wi&om;forif  any  will  become  wife,  he 
nuft'  be  aFool  in  Mens  Account;  that  he 
maybe  wife,  he  muft  quit  hit  Reafcn  to 
learn  true  Religion,  which  indeed  is  a  more 
excellent  and  Divine  Realbn ;  neither  is  it 
contrary  to.it,  thoughit  be  high  above  it. 

In  this  Piace  of  Mqfes,  you  have  the 
Unity  of  Cod  aflerted,  the  Lord  thy  God 
is  one  Lord ;  and  that  is  indeed  engraven 
on  the  very  Hearts  of  Men  by  Nature, 
that  God  is  one:  For  all  may  know,  that  the 
common  Notion  and  Apprehenfion  ofjGod, 
is,  That  he  is  a  moft  perfeABeing,  the 
Original  of  ail  Things,  moft  Wile,  moft 
Powerful,  and  Infinite  in  all  Perfections. 
Mow  common  Reaibn' may  tell  any  Man, 
that  there  can  be  but  one  Thing  moil  Per- 
,  fea  and  Excellent,  there  can  be  but  ope 
Infinite,  one  Almighty,  one  Beginning  .and 
End  of  all,  one  firft  Mover,  one  -firft 
Caufe,  of  whom  are  all  Things,  and  who 
is  of  none. 

Again,  id  thb  Place  of  JW»,  ye  have  a 
Teftimoay  of  jheblelftB  Trinity  of  Per- 
fens,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  ii> 
that  holy  Unity  of  Eflence ;  the  great 
Coint  which  John  hath  in  Hand*  is  this 
Fundamental  of  our  Salvation,  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of 
the  World,  in  whom  all  our  Confidence 
Jbould  be  placed ,  and  upon  whom  we 
Jhould  Jean  the  Weight  of  our  Souls ;  and 
this  he  proves  by  a  two-fold  Teftimony, 
one  out  ofHeaven,  another  in  the  Earth  i 
There  are  Three  bearing  Witnefi .  to^his 
Truth  in  Heaven,  the  Father ;  the  Word* 
(that  is,  Jefus  Chrift,.  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  whom  this  Apoftle  calls  the  Word 
of  God*  or  WifiJom  of  God,  Jo%  i.  i :)  and 
the  Holy  Gboft.  The  Father  witnefled  to 
^iTnih  in  an  audible  Voice  out  of  Hea- 
tei,  when  Chrift  was  baptized,.  Mat.*. 


17.  fbis  is  my  well-beloved  Son,  bear  ye 
Urn ;  here's  the  Fathers Teftimonyof the 
Son  when  he  was  baptized,  which  was 
given  rery  ibknmly  in  a  great  Congrega- 
tion of  People,  and  divinely,  with  great 
Glory  and  Majefty  from  Heaven  ;  as  i€ 
the  Heavens  had  opened  upon  him ,  and 
the  igacceffible  Light  of  God  had  (hined 
down  on  him,,  which  was  confirmed  in  the 
Transfiguration,  Mat.  xvii.  5.  where  the 
Lord  gave  a  glorious  Evidence,  to  the 
AftoniAunent pf  the  Three  Dtfciples,  how 
he  dad  account  of  him,  how  ail  Saiatsand 
Angels  muft  ferve  htm  ;.  Him  bath-  God 
the  Father  fealed,  fiith  J%.  indeed, 
the  Stamp  of  Divinity,  of  the  Divine 
Imagg,  in  (uch  an  excellent  Manner  upon 
the  Man  Chrift,  was  a  Seal  fct  on  by  God 
the  Father,  fignifying  and  confirming  his 
Approbation  of  his  well-beloved  Son,  and 
of  the  Work  he  was  going  about.  Then 
the  Son  himfelf did  give  ample  Teffimony 
of  this,  this  was  the  Subjeft  of  his  preach- 
ing to  the  World,  I  am  the  Light  and 
Life  of  Men,  be  that  believetb  on  me 
Jball  befaved  ;  and  therefore  he  may  be 
called  tbefPbrd  of  God*  and  the  fTij: 
dom  of  God,  Job,  i.  1.  Pro.  viii.  Became 
he  hath  revealed  unto  us  the  tyefled  My- 
ftery  of  Wifdom  concerning  our  Salvati- 
on. He  is  the  very  Expreffion  and  Cha- 
racter of  the  Father's  Peribn  and  Glory, 
Heb.  i.  in  his  own  Perfon,  and  he  hath 
revealed  and  exprfcfled  his  Father's  Mind* 
and  his  own  Office  £>  fully  to  the  World, 
that  there  ftould  be  no  more  doubt  of  iu 
Out  of  the  Mouth  of  tbefe  Two  Wimefles 
this  Word  might  be  eftabliihed:  But,  for 
Superabundance,  behold  a.  Third,  the 
Holy  Ghoft  whneifing^  at  hisBaptifin.  in 
his  Refurre&on,  after  his  Alcenfion,  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  fignifieth  his  Prefence  and 
Conient  to  that  Work,  in  the  Similitude 
»f  a  Dorr*  the  Holy  Ghoft  teftifietb  ft 
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■  die  Power  that  railed  him  from  the 
Dfead,  die  Holy  Gboft  put  it  beyond  all, 
Qtefton,  when  he  defended  upoo  the 
ApoAles  according  to  Chrift  •  Promife. 
For  the  other  Three  Witnefles  on  Earth, 
we  (hall  not  ftay  upon  it,  only  know,  thai 
the  Work  of  the  Regeneration  of  Souls, 
by  the  Fower  of  the  Word  and  Spirit  figni- 
fed  by  Water,  the  Juftificauoo  of  guilty 
Souls  figmfied  by  the  Blood  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  the.Teftimony  of  the  Spirit  in 
our  Confciences,  bearing  Witnefi  to  our 
Spirits,  is  an  afliired  Tfeftimeny  of  this, 
That  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  we  believe, 
if  the  only  Begotten  oft  be  Father,  Jidl  of 
Grace  and  Truth.  The  changing,  paci- 
fying and  comforting  of  Souls,  in  fuch  a 
wonderful  Manner,  cries  aloud.  That  he 


in  whom  the  Soul  believes,  is  the  true  and 
Jiving  Godtv;bcm  to  know  is  eternal  Life. 
But  mark,  I  pray  you,  the  Accuracy  of  "the 
ApoAle  in  the  Change  of  Speech.  Thefe 
Three  Witnefles  on  Earth  (faith he)  agree 
in  one,  in  giving  one  common  Tertimony 
fo  the  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of  Sinners. 
But  as  for  the  heavenly  Wirnefles,  the 
Father,  the  tford,  and  Holy  Gboft, 
however  they  be  Three,  after  an  incon- 
ceivable Manner,  and  that  they  do  alfo 
agree  in  one  common  Teftimony  to  the 
Mediator  of  Men,  yet  moreover,  tbey 
are  one ,  they  not  only  agree  in  one,  but 
are  one  God,  one  Ample  undivided  Self. 
Being  Infinite  Spirit,  holden  out  to  us  in 
Three  Perfons,the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  to  whom  be  Praife  and  Glory* 


Deut.  vi»4.and  Job.  v.  7. 


ALL  Scripture  is  given  by  Infpirati- 
4*  on  of  God,  find  it  is  profitable  for 
InfruQion,  for  Direction,  &c.  There 
is  no  Refufe  in  it :  No  Ample  and  plain 
Ififlory  v  but  it  tends  to  fome  Edification* 
no  profound  or  deep  Myftery  but  it  is 
profitable  for  Salvation.  Whatfoever  Se- 
crets there  be  iathe  My  Aeries  of  God, 
which  is  referred  from  us,  though  it  be 
given  us  but  to  know  in  part,,  and  darkly 
through  a  Vail :  yet  as  much  is  given  to  us 
10  know,  as  may  make  the  Men  of  God 
pcrfeft  in  every  good  XFM-:  As  much  is 
given  wto  know,  as  may  build  us  up  to  e- 
ttraal  Salvation  v.  if  there  were  no  more 
Vie  of  thefe  deep  Myfleries  of  the  Holy 
THnicy,  &c.  but  toitlence  allFIetb,  and. 
refrain  the  unlimited  Spirits  of  Men,  and 
Jeep  them  within  the  Bounds  of  Sobriety 

■•  V 


and  Faith,  it  were  enough  :  That  great 
Secret  would  teach  as  much  by  its  Silence? 
andDarknefi,  as  the  plainer  Truths  do  by 
fpeaking  out  clearly.  O  that  this  great 
Myftery  did  compofe  our  Hearts  to  fome 
reverend  and  awful  Apprehenfion  of  that 
God  we  have  to  do  with,  ard  did  imprinr 
in  our  Soul  a  more  feeling  Senfe  of  our 
Darknefs  and  Ignorance:  This  were  more 
Advantage  than  all  the  Gain  of  Light,  or 
Increafe  of  Knowledge,  that  can  come 
from  the  Search  of  Curiofity  :  If  Mea 
would  labour  to  walk  in  that  Light  they 
have  attained,  rather  than  curioufly  enquire 
after  what  they  cannot  know  hy  Enquiry, 
they  (hould  (boner  attaia  more  true  Light; 
If  Men  would  fet  about  the  Practice  of 
what  they  know,,  without  doubt  they 
would  more  readily  come  to  a  Refohinon 

and 
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and  Clearnefi  in  doubtful  Things.  Reli- 
gion is  now  turned  into  Questions  and 
School  Debates ;  Men  begin  to  believe  ao- 
thing,  but  difpute  every  Thing,  under  a 
Pretence  of  (earching  for  Light  and  Refo- 
lucion ;  but  for  the  moll  pah,  while  Men 
look  after  Lighr,  they  darken  themfelves ; 
and  this  is  the  righteous  Judgment  of  the 
Lord  upon  the  World,  that  doth  not  re- 
ceive the  Truth  in  Love,  or  walk  in  the 
tight  of  what  they  have  already  attained  ; 
therefore  he  gives  Men  up  to  wander  in, 
their  Search  into  the  dark  Dungeons  of  hu- 
man WifiJom  and  Fancy,  and  to  lofe  what 
they  have  already.  If -thofe  Things  which 
are  without  all  Controversy  (as  the  Apoftle 
Speaks,  i  Tim.  iii-  16,)  were  indeed  made 
Conscience  of,  and  embraced  in  Love  and 
praftifed,  it  were  beyond  all  Controverfy, 
that  the  mutt  Pan  of  prefent  Controverfies 
Would  ceafe :  But  it  falls  out  with  many,  as 
with  the  Dog,  that  catching  at  a  Shadow 
in  the  Water,  loft  the  Subftance  in  his 
Teeth  ;  fo,  they  purfuing  after  new  Dif 
coveries  in  controverted  Things,  and  not 
taking  a  Heart-hold  arid  inward  Grip  of 
afae  fubftantial  Troths  of  the  Gofpet,  which 
ace  beyond  all  Controversy,  do  even  lofe 
what  they  have.  Thus,  Even  tbatwbicb 
4bey  have  not,  is  taken  firm  tbem,  b* 
caufe  though  they  have  it  in  Judgment,  yet 
they  have  it  not  finely  and  folktiy  in  At 
fcftion,  that  it  may  be  hbJden.  So,  to 
ahia  prefent  Point,  if  we  could  learn  to 
adore  and  admire  this  Hofyt  Holy,  Hofy 
One ;  If  we  could  lit  Silence  and  Faith  fit 
down  and  wonder  at  chU  Myftery,  it 
would  be  more  proitabk  to  us,  and  make 
Way  for  a  clearer  Manifi-ftatkm  of  God, 
dun  if  we  (hould  fcardi  and  enquire  into 
aM  tht  Volume*  that  are  writteft  upon  ir, 
Hanking  by  this  Mbans  10  fiaMe  our  Re*, 
fon.  I  think  there  is  more  Profoundnefs  in 
the  Sobriety  of  Faith,  than  in  the  Depths 
ofhuaaae  Wi&ommi  Leaning  1  when 


the  Myftery  is  fuch  an  infinite  Depth,  O, 
but  Mens  Eloquence  and  Wifiibm  muft 
be  Aallow*  far  too  fhallow  either  to  find 
it  our,  or  unfold  it. 

But  there  is  yet  both  more  InftruAioa 
and  Confolauod  to  be  prefled  out  of  f his 
Myftery ;  and  therefore,  if  you  cannot 
reach  it  in  it  felf,  O  coafider  what  it  coii* 
ceins  us,  how  we  may  be  edified  by  it. 
for  this  is  true  Religion.  Look  upon  that 
Place  of  Mofes,  what  is-  the  great  In* 
ftrudtion  he  draws  from  this  Unity  of  God's 
ElJence,  V.  5.  tfbou  Jbalt  love  the  Lord 
tby  God  vAtb  all  tby  Hear}  ;  fince  God 
is  one,  then  have  no  God  but  one,  and 
that  the  true  and  living  God;  and  this  is  the 
rery  firft  Command  of  God  which  Aowsas 
k  wereimmediately  from  HisabfofateOne* 
nefs  and  Perfection  of  Being :  There  is  no 
Man  but  he  muft  have  Ibme  God,  that  is, 
fomething  whereupon  he  placeth  his  Af- 
fection moft;  every  Man  hath  fome  one 
Thing  he  loves  and  refpetfs  beyond  all  o 
ther  Things,  fome  Lord  and  Matter  that 
commands  him  ;  therefore,  faith  Chrift, 
N*  Man  can  firve  two  Mafiers.  Be- 
fore a  Man  will  want  a  God  to  love  and 
ferve,  he  will  make  them,  and  then  wor* 
Aupthem,  yea,  he  wiU  make  himfetf,  hb 
Belly*  fats  Back,  his  Honour,  and  Pleaftire, 
a  God,  and  fattifice  all  hi*  AflWtions, 
and  Defirei,  arid.  Endeavours  to  thefe : 
The  nararal  Subordination  ofMantoGoo* 
the  Relation  he  hadl  as  a  Creature  to  a 
Creator,  is  the1  firff  and  fundamental  Re- 
lation, beyond  A  AefpeAs  to  himfcif,  or 
other  FeHoW-creatnre*.  This  is  the  pro- 
KMiamral  ObBgatkm  apod  the  Creature, 
therefore  if  Ihouftt  hafe  returned  m  a  *• 
tea  VOt  to  Hi*  Majefty  all  it*  Aifeftfc 
on*,  add  Endeavours:  But  Mart's  Pall 
from  God  hath  made  *  wiretched  Throw, 
and  Crook  in  the  Soul,  that  it  cannot  look 
any  more  after  Him,  but  bows  down* 
ward  towards  Creatures  below  it,  or  benda 
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iovarcfly  towards  k  felf,  and  lb  fince  the 
FaM  Man  hath  turned  lis  Heart  from  the 
me  God,  luid  £t  it  upon  Vanity*  upon 
Jpng  Vanities*  upon  bale   dead    Idols, 
wtkh  can   neither  help  him,  nor  hurt 
Ha ;  your  Hearts  are  gone    a  whoring 
from  Cod,  O  that  ye  would  believe  it ; 
none  of  you  will  deny*  but  ye  have  broken  I 
ill  the  Commands ;  yet  fuch  is  the  brutilh 
Iporance  and  Stupidity  of  the  moft  Pan, 
thai  you  will  not  oonfefi  that,  when  it 
ceues  40  Particulars ;  -  and  especially,  if 
you  Aould  *e  challenged  for  loving  other 
Itjogi  moM  than  God,  or  having  other 
Gods  befides  the  true  God,  you  wilt  in- 
tatljr  deny  it,  and  that  with  an  Afleve- 
mion  mdAverlation,  God  forbid  that  I 
have  another  God:  Alas!  this  (hews,  that 
what  yew  coafefi  in  the  general  is  not  be- 
&cmd  in  the  Hean,  but  only  is  like  the 
prating  of  Children*  whom  you  may  learn 
today  any  thing.   1  befeech  you  conuder, 
dot  wtor  you  give  your  Time,  Pains, 
Tboa&MM*  and  Affections  to*  that  is  your 
God;  ycMimiftpfe  God  all  your  Heart* 
and4b.main  nothing  of  your  own  Will  if 
Gad  be  your  God.    But  do  ye  not  know 
lhac  yon  Care,  and  Grief,  and  Define, 
and  to**,  Tents  another  Way,  towards 
fioir  Things  ?  Yoirkhow,  that  you  have  a 
Wittof  your  own,  which  goerh  quite  con- 
trast ipHbholy  WiOin  aUThings, there- 
fare  Satan  Hath  bewitched  you,  and  your 
ifcaxts- deceive  you,  when  they  perfwade 
yoo  star  you  have  had  no  other  God  but 
jbt  hoc  Gbt.    Christianity  raifes  the  Soul 
apnw  wad  advances  it  by  Degrees  to  this 
hme  rftfed,  from  which  it  had  Alien ; 
theSoufcnminw  to  ks  faft  Husband,  from 
wbooa  jt  wen  a  w  boring,  and  now  the 
SttibpdfG&disfoupoait,  that  irisdiang- 
td*ta*  JFfit  linage  and  Glory;  having 
ttAnt  tour  goad  this  tme  SelfiTuffident 
Good  j^jr.t^r  atxhrifily  <ttvorce*from 


all  other   Lovers;   it  renounces  former 
Lufts  of  Ignorance,  and  now  begins  to 
live  in  another ;  Love  transplants  the  Soul 
into  God,  and  in  Him  it  lives,and  with  him 
it  walks ;  It  is  true,  this  is  done  gradually, 
there  is  much  of  the  Heart  yet  unbroken  to 
this  fweet  and  eafie  Yoke  of  Love,  much 
of  the  corrupt  Nature  '  untamed,   unre- 
claimed, yet  fo  much  is  gained  by  the  fir  ft"  ' 
Converfion  of  the  Soul  to  God,  that  all 
is  given  up  to  Him  in  Affection  and  De-  , 
fire;  He  hath  the  chief  Place  in  the  Soul, 
the  Dilpofition  of  the  Spirit  hath  ibme- 
Stamp  and  Impreflian  of  his  Onenefi  and 
Singularity  ;  my  Beloved  is  one:  Though, 
a  Christian  is  not  wholly  rid  of  ftrange 
Lords,  yet  the  Tye  of  Subjection  to  them, 
is  broken;  they  may  often  intrude  by  Vi- 
olence upon  him,  but  he  is.  in  an  hoftile 
Pofture   of  Affection,  and  Endeavour  a-  '* 
gainft  them.    I  befeech  you  fincethe  Lord- 
is  One,  and  there  is  none  befide  Him.. 
O,  let  this  be  engraven  on  your  Hearts, 
that  your  inward  Affections  and  outward- 
Aftiofc.may  exprefi  that  onVLordtobe 
your  God,  and  none  other  befide  Him:- 
b  is  a  great  Shame  and  Reproach  to  Chrift* 
aire,  that  they  do  not  carry  the  Stamp  of 
the  hr  ft  Principle  of  Religion  upon  their 
walking,the  Condition  and~  Conversation  o£T 
many  declares  how  little  Account  th^y  % 
make  of  flte  true  God;  v^y  do  ye  enflave, 
your  Souls  to  your  Lulls,  and  tne.Ser.vicr 
of  the  Flefli,  if  ye  believein  this  one  God? 
Why  do  ye  all  Things  to  pleafe  your  felwcs*. 
if  this  one  Lord -be  your  onf  God?    As 
for  you  the  Ifiaelot  God  .who  are  called 
by  Jefts  Chrift  to  partake,  with  rt he  Com- 
mon-wealth of  ffratly  in  t^e  Covenant. 
ofTromifes,  hear  I  hefcech  you  this,  an* 
let  your  Souls  incline  to  ic,  andreoeiveiu 
Your  God  is  oneJjord:  Have,  then,  .no 
other  Lordsoier.  your  Souls  >vA  Confci* 
encet  \  not  your  filves,  not.otheri , 
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;But  in  the  next  Place,  Let  us  confider  to 
whit  Putpofe  John  leads  fuch  three  Wit- 
neftes,  that  we  may  draw  fome  Oonfola* 
tiaa  from  it.  The  Thing  teftifiedand 
witoefled  unto*  is  the  Ground-work  of 
alt  a  Chriftianj  Hope  and  Confolauon. 
that  Jefus  Chrift-is  the  eternal  Son  of  God. 
and  Saviour  of  the  World,  one  able  to 
fave  to  the  utmoft  all  that  put  their  Truft 
in  Him,  fo  that  every  Soul  that  finds  it 
felf  loft,  and  not  able  to  fuj>fift  nor  abide 
the  Judgment  of  God,  may  Repofe  their 
Confidence  in  Him,  and  lay  the  Weight 
of  their  eternal  Welfare  upon  his  Death 
and  Suffering;,  with  Affiiranceto  find  Reft 
and  Peace  in  Him  to  their  Souls.  He  is 
fuch  i  One  as  Faith  may  triumph  in  Him 
over  the  World,  ancfall  Things  belide  : 
A  Believer  may  triumph  in  his  Viftory, 
and  in  the  Fatthof  bis  Vi&ory.  over  Hell, 
and  Death,  and  the  Grave ;  may  overcome 
perfopally,  For  this  is  our  Fi&ory  over 
the  Waftd,  even  our  Faitb,  Ver.  4.  And 
how  could  a  Soul  conquer  by  Faith,  if  he 
in  whom  it  believes  were  not  declargl  tot 
be  the  Son  ofGod  with  Power?  There  is 
nothing  fo  mean  and  weakly  as  Faith  in 
it  felf,  'tit  a  poor  deipicabie  Thing  of  it 
felf,  and  that  it  fees,  and  that  it  acknow- 
ledges; yea,  Faith  is  a  very  Aft  of  its  Self 
denyal,  'tis,  a  renouncing  of  all.  Help  with- 
out and  irithin  it  fdf,  fave  only  that  which 
is  laid  on  Chrift  Jefus ;  therefore  it.  were 
the  moft  unfcitable  Mean  of  prevailing, 
and  the  moft  infiiftirient  Weapon  for  gain- 
ing the  Viftory,  if  the  Obje#  of  it  were 
not  the  ftrong  God»  the  Lord  Almighty, 
from  whom  it  derives  and  borrows  all  its 
Power  and  Virtue,  either  to  pacifie  the 
Confidence,  or  to  expiate  Sin,  or  to  over- 
.come  the  World.  Oh  confider  Chriftians 
where- the  Foundation  of  your  Hopes  is 
fituatecl:itirtnthe  Divine  Power  of  our 


and  good  WQl  to  Sinners,  by  becoming  fo 
low,  and  differing  fb  much,  have  alfo  all 
Power  in  Heaven  and  Eajth,  If  He  be 
not  only  Man  near  us,  10  make  for  us 
Boldnefs  of  Accefi,  but  God  near  God,  to 
prevail  effectually  with  God,  then  certain- 
ly He  is  a  fur e  Foundation  laidin&on, 
Ele€t  and  Predour ;  He  is  an  immove- 
able Rock  of  Ages,  whofoever  trufts  their 
Soul  to  Him  (hall  not  be  aihamed.  I  am 
lure  that  many  of  you  confider  not  this, 
that  Chrift  Jefus,  who  was  in  due 
Time  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
died  for  Sinners,  is  the  Eternal  Son  of 
God,  equal  to  his  Father  in  all  CSory  and 
Power.  O  how  would  this  make  the  Gof 
pel  a  great  Myftery  to  Souls,  and  the  Re. 
demption  of  Souls  a  precious  and  wonder- 
ful! Work,  if  it  were  confidered.  Would 
not  Souls  ftand  at  this  Anchor  immove- 
able in  Temptation,  if  their  Faith  were 
pitched  on  this  Hire  Foundation,  and  their 
Hope  caft upon  this  folid Ground:  Oknow 
your  Redeemer  is  ftrong  .and  /nighty, 
and  none  can  pluck  you  out  of  his  Hand! 
and  Himfelf  will  caft  none  out  that  comes! 
If  the  Muldtude  of  you  believed  this,  you 
would  not  make  fo  little  Account  of  the 
Gofpel  that  comes  to  you,  and  make  fo 
little  of  your  Sins  which  behoved  to  be 
taken  away  by  the  Blood  of  God,  and 
<puld  be  expiated  by  no  other  Propitiation, 
you  would  not  think  it  fo  eafie  to  fansfie 
God  with  fome  Words  of  Cuftom,  and 
fome  pub&ck  Services  of  Form  as  you  Jo, 
you  would  not  for  all  the  World  deal  with 
God  alone  without  this  Mediator :  And 
being  convinced  of  Sin  (if  you  believed 
this  folkfly,  that  He  in  whom  Forgive- 
nefs  of  Sin  and  Salvation  is  preached,  is 
the  lame  Lord  God  whom  you  hear  in  the 
Old  Teftamcpt,  who  gave  out  the  Law, 
and  iofpired  die  Prophets,ibe  xmly  begot- 


Saviour,  if  he  wbodeclaredib  much  Lovcuj  ten  oftbe  Father  in  a  Way  infinitely  re- 

moved 


affords  InftruSion  and  Confolation. 
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owed  from  all  created  Capacities)  you 
could  not  bat  find  the  Father  well  (atisfied 
in  Hjm,  and  find  a  fuffident  Ranfom  in 
ffo  Death  and  Doings  to  pacific  God,  and 
» fettle  your  Confidences. 

But  as  the  Thing  teftified  is  a  Matter 
of  great  Confolation,  fo  the  Witnefles  teP 
tfyidg  to  this  Fundamental  of  our  Retigi- 
•a,  may  be  a  Ground  of  great  Encourage- 
aent  to  diicauraged  Souls.  It  is  ordi* 
ary,  that  the  Apprehenfions  of  Chrifti- 
tas  takes  up  Jefus  Chrift  as  very  lovely, 
ttimore  loving  than  any  of  the  Perfons 
•f  the  God-head,  either  the  Father  or  the 
Holy  Ghoft ;  there  are  fome  Thoughts  of 
Eftrangednefs  and  Diftance  of  the  Father, 
ii  if  the  Son  did  really  reconcile  and  gain 
Him  to  love  us,  who  before  hated  us, 
;  ni  upon  this  Miftake  the  Soul  is  filled 
iriifci  continual  Jealoufies  and  Sufpicions  of 
fee  Lave  of  God:  But-obferve,  I  befeech 
you,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft*  all  of  them  firft  agreeing  in  enr 
TefHmony,  the  Father  declares  from 
Heaven,  that  he  is  abundantly  well  pleafed 
wah  His  Son,  not  only  becaufe  he  is  His 
Son,  but  even  in  the  Undertaking  and  Per- 
fcnnini  ^f  that  Work  of  Redemption  of 
Snners  ;  It  is  therefore  His  moft  ferious 
favkation,  and  peremptory  Command  to 
sil,  to  i^car  Him,  and  believe  in  Him, 

Mar.  iii.  17-  •  Jobn  >"•  23-  N*y» 
if  we  fpeak  more  properly,  our  Salvation 

\  k  is  not  the  Bufinefsof  Chrift  alone,  as  we 
»yfgifii»  it »  but  the  whole  God-head  is  in- 
terefted  in  it  deeply,  and  fo  deeply,  that 
you  cannot  lay,  who  loves  it  moft,  or 
Ekes  it   otoft.    The  Father  is  the  very 

|  Fountain  of  it,  his  Love  is  the;  Spring  of 
all.  XSod  fo  loved  the  World,  that  be 
batbfrnt  bis  Son.  Chrift  hath  not  pur- 
chased that  eternal  Love  to  us,  but  is  ra- 

►    ther  the  Gift,  theiree  Gift  of  eternal  Love. 

|    And  therefore,  »  wt  have  the  Son  de- 


lighting among  the  Sons  of  Men,  Pro* 
viii.  and  delighting  to  be  imployed  and  to 
doJiisWill,  Pfal.  xl.  So  we  have  the  F* 
ther  delighting  to  fend  His  Son,  and  tak- 
ing Pleafure  in  inftrutfing  Him,  and  rur- 
nilhing  Him  for  it.  If  a.  xlii.  j.  And 
therefore  Chrift  often  profefled  that  he 
was  not  about  his  own  Work,  but  the  Fa- 
ther's Work  who  lent  Him,  and  that  k 
was  not  His  own  Will,  but  His  Father  s 
He  was  fulfilling.  Therefore  we  fhould 
not  look  upon  the  Head-fpring  of  our  Sal- 
vation in  the  Son,  but  rather  afcend  up  to 
the  Father,  whofe  Love  and  Wifdora  did 
frame  all  this:  And  thus  we  may  be  con* 
Mdent  to  come  to  the  Father  in  the  Son, 
knowing  that  it  was  the  Love  of  the  Fa* 
ther  that  fent  the  Son,  though  indeed  we 
muft  come  to  Him  only  in  the  Son,  in 
the  Name  of  Chrift,  and  Faith  of  Accep- 
tation through  a  Mediator,  not  becaufe  the 
Mediator  purchafeth  his  good  Will,  but 
becaufe  his  Love  and  good  Will  only  vents 
in  His  beloved  Son  Chrift,  and  therefore 
He  will  not  be  known  nor  worlhipped 
but  in  Him,  In  whom  he  is  near  Sin* 
ners,  and  reconciling  the  World  to  Him  - 
felf.  And  then  the  Holy  Ghoft  concurs 
in  this  Teftimony,  and  as  the  Son  had  the 
Work  of  purchafing  Rights  and  Inteceftsfo 
Grace  and  Glory,  fi>  the  great  Work  of 
applying  all  thefe  Privileges  to  Saints,  and 
making  them  a&ually  Partakers  of  the  Bidd- 
ings of  Chrift  His  Death,  is  committed 
in  a  fpecial  Way  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  / 
will fend  tbe  Comforter ;  &c.  So  then 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft  all  agree  in 
one,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  fure  Refuge  for 
Sinners^  Plank  for  Ship  broken  Men,a  firm 
and  fure  Foundation  to  build  everlafting 
Hopes  upon  ;  there  is  no  Party  difTent'wg 
in  aU  theGofpeKthe  Bufinefs  of  the  Salvati- 
on of  loft  Souls  is  concluded  in  this  Holy 
Council  of  the  Trinity  with  one  Voice 
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as  at  firft,  all  of  them  agreed  to  make 
riff  an,  Let  us  make  Man:  So  again, 
{hey  .agree  to  make  him  again,  to  reftore 
him  to  Life  in  the  fecond  Adam.  Who 
ever  thou  he  that  wouldft  flee  to  God  for 
Mercy,  do  it  in  Confidence.  t)ie  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  ready 
to  welcome  thee,  all  of  one  Mind  to  (hut 
out  none,  to  caft  out  none.  But  to  fpeak 
properly,  it  is  but  one  Love  ;  one  Will, 
one  Council,  and  -Purpofe  in  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  for  thefe  three  are  One, 
and  not  only  agree  in  ope,  they  are  One, 
and  what  one  loves  or  purpofes, ,  all  love 
and  purpofes.  I  would  conclude  this  Mat- 
e'er  with  a  Word  of  Direction  how  to 
worihip  God,  which  1  cannot  exprefs  in 
fitter  Terms  than  thefe  of  Nazianzen.  1 
cannot  think*  upon  one,  but  by  and 
fj  I  amcompajfed  about  with  tbe  Bright- 
nefs  of  three,  and  I  cannot  diflinguijb 
three,  but  I  am  fuddenly  driven  back 
unto  one :  There  »s  great  Ignorance  and 
Miftake  of  this  even  amongft  the  beft 
Christians,  the  grofler  Son  when  they  hear 
of  one  God  only*  think  Chrift  but  feme 
eminent  Mao,  and  fo  direft  their  Prayers 


to  G  od  only,  excluding  the  Son,  and  Ho* 
ry  Ghoft ;  or  when  they  hear  of  three  Per- 
sons, the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
they  ftraightway  divide  their  Worihip^ 
and  imagine  a  Trinity  of  Gods  ;  And/l 
fear,  thofe  of  us  who  know  mod,  ufenot 
to  worihip  God  as  he  bath  revealed  Him- 
felf,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,-  and  . 
yet  one  God :  Our  Minds  are  reduced  to 
fuch  a  firaple  Unity,  as  we^hink  upon  one 
of  them  alone,  or  elfe  diftra&ed  and  di- 
vided into  fuch  a  Plurality,  that  we  wor- 
ihip in  a  manner  three  Gods  infteadof 
one.  It  is  a  great  Myftery  to  keep  the 
right  middle  Way.  Learn,  Ibefeechyou, 
fo  to  conceive  of  God,  and  fo  to  acknow- 
ledge Him,  ancf  pray  to  Him,  as  you  may 
do  it  in  the  Name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  th*t  ait 
the  Peribns  may  have  equal  Honour,  and 
aU  of  them  one  Honour ;  that  while  you 
confider  one  God,  you  may  adore  that 
facred  and  blefled  Trinity,  and  while  you 
worfhip  that  Holy  Trinity,  you  may 
ftraight  way  he  reduced  to  an  Unity.  To 
this  wonderful  and  Holy  One,  Father, 
•Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  Prate  and 
Glory. 


Iph.  i.  ix.  totter  Patt.  Wb*  worhtb  all  fbings  after  tbe  Counfel  of  His 
own  Will. 
Job  xxiii.  13.  H*is  in  one  Mind,  and  who  can  turn  Him,  &c? 


HArmg  fpoken  fbmething  before  of 
God,  in  His  Nature,  and  Being, 
and  Properties,  we  come  in  the  next  Place 
to  confider  His  glorious  Majefty  as  He 
ftands  in  feme  nearer  Relation  to  His 
Creatures,  the  Work  of  his  Hands :  For 
yft  muft  conceive  tbe  firft  Rife  of  all 
Things  in  the  World,  to  be  in  thisSMf- 
beings  the  firft  Conception  of  them  to  be 
m&*  Wanbof  Gtf'f  evfrjafting  Pur- 


pofe and  Decree*  which,  in  due  Time, 
according  to  His  Appointment,  brings 
forth  the  Child  of  the  Creature  to  the 
Lightof  aAualExiftence  and  Being:  It  is 
certain,  thy  Hi*  Majefty  might  have  en- 
dured for  erer,  and  poflefled  Hitafelf 
without  any  of  thefe  Things;  If  He  had 
never  referred  to  create  any  Thing  with* 
out  Htafclf,  He  hadbeeo  UeOedthtn,  as 
now,  becaufc  oitfefcu  aodabfo Jute  Self- 
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iiffident  Perfc&ion.  His  purpofing  to 
■Bke  a  World,  and  Hs  doing  of  it.  adds 
aothing  to  His  inward  Bleflednefe  and 
Cbmcntment ;  this  glorious  and  Holy  One, 
bclofes  within  Hii  own  Being,  all  ima 
pn4>le  Ferfeffiom,  to  an  infinite  and  tran- 
fcendant  Manner ;  ihat  if  you  remove  all 
created  ones,  you  diminilh  nothing,  if  you 
«U  them  all,  you  encreafe  nothing.  There- 
fore it  was  the  Superabundance  of  His  Per- 
ieAiun,  that  He  refolved  to  fhew  His 
Glory  thus  in  the  World.  It  is  the  Crea- 
ture's Indigence  and  limited  Condition, 
wfoch  maketh  it  needful  to  go  without  its 
own  Compafi,  for  the  Happinefsofits  own 
Being :  Man  cannot  be  happy  in  loving 
Himfcif, .  He  is  not  fatisfied  with  His  own 
iutrinfick  Perfections,  but  He  mutt  ditfufe 
HmfeKf  by  His  Aflecuons  and  Delires, 
aai  Endeavours,  and,  as  it  were,  walk  a- 
broad  uponthefe  Legs,  to  fetch  in  Supply 
from  the  Creatures  or  Creator :  The 
Creature  is  conftrained  out  of  fome  Ne- 
ceffity  thus  to  go  out  of  it  (elf,  which  fpeaks 
and)  Indigence  and  Want  within  it  felf : 
But  it  Is  not  fo  with  His  Majefty.  His 
own  glorious  Being  contents  Him,  His 
Hippinefi  is  to  know  that,  and  delight  in 
it.  becaufe  it  comprehends  in  it  felf  all, 
that  i*  at  all  poffible,  in  the  mod  excellent 
and  perfect  Manner  that  is  conceivable » 
my  infinitely  "beyond  what  can  be  conceiv- 
ed by  any  but  Himfelf ;  fo  He  needs  not 
gp  without  Himfelf  to  feek  Love  or  De- 
bgjbu  for  it  is  all  within  Him,  and  it  can- 
not be  without  His  own  Being^inlefi  it  flow 
from  within  Him,  therefore  ye  may  find 
m  Scripture  what  Complacency  God  hath 
m  Himfelf,  and  the  Father  in  the  Son, 
and  ihe  Son  in  the  Father :  We  find,  Prov. 
TiiL  bow  die  Wiflom  of  God,  our 
Lordjefiis,  was  the  Father's  Delight  from 
til  Eternity,  and  the  Father  again  His  De- 
.  kfcJ*r-Hc  rowed  olwajs  before  Him. 


Per.  30.  And  this  was  an  all-fufficient 
Pofleflion  that  one  had  of  another,  *>/-. 
22.  the  Love  between  the  Father  and  the: 
Son  is  holden  out  as  "the  firft  Pattern  of  all 
Lores  and  Delights,  John  xvii.  23,  24. 
This  then  flows  from  the  infinite  Excels 
of  Perfection  and  Exundance  of  Self-being, 
that  His  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  come  with* 
out  Hirhfelf,  to  manifeft  His  own  Glory 
in  the  Works  of  His  Hands,  to  decree 
and  appoint  other  Things  befide  Himfelf, 
and  to  execute  that  Decree. 

We  may  confider  in  theft  Words  fome 
Particulars  for  our  Edification,  1 .  That 
the  Lord  hath  from  Eternity  purpoled 
within  Himfelf,  and  decreed  to  manifeft 
His  own  Glory  in  the  making  and  ruling 
of  the  World,  that  there  is  a  Counfel  and 
Purpofe  of  His  Will  which  reaches  all 
Things,  which  have  been,  are  now,  or 
are  to  be  after  this.  This  is  clear,  for 
He  works  all  Things  according  to  the 
Counfel  of  His  own  Will.  2.  That 
his  Mfad  and  Purpofe  is  one  Mind,  one 
Counfel:  I  mean  not  only  One  for  ever, 
that  is,  perpetual,  and  unchangeable,  a? 
the  Words  (peak,  but  alio  One  for  all ; 
that  is,  with  one  Ample  Aft  or  Relblutinn 
of  His  holy  Will  He  hath  determined,  all 
thefe  feveral  Things,  all  their  Times, 
their  Conditions,  their  Circumftances.  3. 
That  whatfoever  He  hath  from  all  Eter- 
nity purpofed,  He  in  Time  practileth  it, 
and  comes  to  Execution  and  working,  fo 
that  there  is  an  exaft  Correfpondence  be- 
twixt His  Will  and  His  Work,  His  Mind 
and  His  Hand,  He  works  according  to 
the  Counfel  of  His  WittM  andwhatfo- 
ever  His  Soul  defireth/  tBat  He  doth. 
4.  That  His  Purpofe  and  Performance,  is 
infallible,  irrefiftibie  by  any  created  Power, 
Himfelf  wilt  not  change  it,  for  He  is  in 
one  Mind,  and. nope  elfe' can  hinder  it, 
fir  who  can  turn  Him  ?  He  -defireth 
M  £  and 
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and  He  doth  it,  as  in  the  Original,  there  is 
nothing  intervenes  between  the  DeGre  and 
the  Doing,  thai  can  hinder  the  Meeting  of 
thefe  two-  *  * 

The  firft  is  the  conftant  Doftrtne  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures*  of  which  ye  faould 
confider  four  Things,     i.  That  His  Fur- 
pofe  and  Decree  is- mo  A  wife  v  therefore 
Paul  crierout  upon  inch  a  Subjeft,  O  the 
Depth  of  ibe  Rkbes  botb  of  the  Wxf- 
dom  and  Knowledge  of  God,  Rom.  ri. 
33.    His  Will  is  always  one  with  Wif- 
rfom,  therefore  you  have  the  Purpofe  of 
-Hit  Will  mentioned  thus  [the Counfel  of 
his  &VI,  ]  for  Ms  Will   (  as  it  were) 
takes  Counfel  and  Advice  of  Wifitom,  and 
difeerns  according  to  the  Depth  and  Rkhes 
of  His  Knowledge  and  Underfbmding. 
Weiee  among  Men  thefe  are  feparated 
often,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  World 
£>  diforderly,  fo  unruly  and  uncomely, 
as  when  Will  is  divided  from  Wiflom  ; 
when  Men  follow  their  own  Will  and 
Lufts  as  a  Law,  againft  their  Confcience, 
that   is  monftrous:   The"\Jnderffanding 
and  Reafon  are  the  Eyes  of  the  Will,  if 
if  thefe  be  put  out,  or  if  a  Man  leave  them 
behind  him,  he  cannot  but  fall  into  a  Fir. 
But  the  Purpofes  of  God's  Will  are  Depths 
of  Wiflom,  nay,  His  very  Will  is  a  fuf- 
flcient  Rule  and  Law  ;  fo  that  it  may  be 
well  ufed  of  Him,  flat  fro  ration*  volun- 
tas, Rom.  ix.  13,  14.    If  we  confider 
the  glorious  Fabrickof  the  World,  the  Or- 
der  eftabltfhed  in,  it4  the  fwe*t  Harmony 
%  keepeth  in  all  ift  Morions  and  Succef 
tons:  O  it  muft  be  a  wife  Mind'  and 
Counfel  contrived  it.    .Man  now  having 
the  Idea  of  this  World  in  his  Mind;  might 
fancy  and  imagine  many  other  Worlds, 
bearing  fome  Proportion  and  Refemblance 
to  this :  But  if  He  had  never  feen  nor 
knpw&thii  World,  He  could  never  have 
Rotate  ltoutatf?t  of  this  Worlds 


He  could  in  no  ways  have  formed  an  Image 
in  His  Mfadof  all  thofe  Different  kinds  of 
Creatures.    Creatures  muft  haveibme  Ex- 
ample  and  Copy  to  look  to  y  but  what  was 
His  Pattern?  H?bobatb  been  His  Counfel- 
lour  to   teach  Him?  Rom.  xi.  34.  Who 
gave  Him  the  firft  Rudiments*  or  Princi- 
ples of  that  Art  ?  Surely  none.  He  had  na 
Pattern  given  Him,not  the  leaft  Idea  of  any 
of  thefe  Things  furnifced  Hun*  butit  ir  ab- 
solutely and  folely  His  own  wife    Contri- 
fvance.     2.  This  Purpofe  of  God  is  moir 
free  and  abfolute,  there  is  no  Cade,  no 
Reafcawhy   He  hath  thus  dhpofed  all' 
Things,  and  not  otherwise,  as  He  might 
have  done,  but  His  own  gpod  Will  and' 
Pieafure.  ff  it  be  lb  in  a  Matter  of  deepeft 
iConcerment,  Rom.  ix.  it.,   it  muft  be 
fo  alfo  in  all  other  Things  v  we  may  find 
indeed  many  inferior  Caufes,  many  pecu* 
liar  Keafons  for  &ch  and  fucha  way  of 
Admmiftration>  many  Ends  and  Ufes  for 
which*  they  ferve,  for  thepe  is.  nothing 
that  Hit  Majefty  hath  appointed,  but  it  is 
for  fome  Ufe  and  Reafon,  yet  we  muft 
rife  above  all  thefe,  and  afcend  into  the 
Tower  of  His  moft  high  Will  and  Plea* 
fore,  which  is  founded  on  a  Depth  of  WiP 
dom,  and  from  thence  we  fhall  behold  all 
the  Order,  Adminiftration  and  Ufe  of  the 
Creatures  to  depend.  And  herein  is  a  great 
Difference  between  His  Maje'fty  s  Purpofes 
and  ours ;  you  know  there  is  (till  fome* 
thing  presented  under  the  Notion  of  good 
and  convenient,  that  moves  our  Will,  and 
inclines  us  for  ha  own  Goodnefs  to.  feek 
after  it,  and  fo  tafalf  upon  the  Means  to 
compafs  it ;  therefore  the  End  which  we 
propofe  to  our  fehrea  hath   its  Influence 
upon  our  Purpofe^  and  pleafores  them,  fix 
that  from,  it  the  Motion  feems  to  proceed 
£rft,  and  not  lb  much  from  within  ;  but 
there  is  no  created  Thing  can  thus  detej* 
mint  m  Majefty,  Huafelf,  Hb  own 
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Glory  is  the  great  End,  which  he  loves  for 
it  fclf,  and  for  which   He  loves  other 
Things  :  But  among  other  Things,  though 
there  be  many  of  them  ordained  one  for 
mother's  Ufc,  yet  His  Will  and  Pleafure 
is  the  Original  of  that  Order ;  He  doth  not 
find  it,  but  makes  it :  Tou  fee  all  the  Crea- 
tures below  are  appointed  for  Man,  as 
their  immediate  and  next  End,  for  His 
Ufe and  Service '»  but  was  it  Man  FrisGood- 
nefs  and  Perfe&ion  which  did  move,  and 
incline  His  Majefty  to  this  Appointment  ? 
No  indeed,  but  of  His  own  good  Will 
He  makes  fuch  Things  ferve  Man,  that 
aifcof  them  together  may  be  for  His  own 
Glory:     3,  The  Lord's  Decree  is  the  fir  ft 
Rile  of  all  Things  that  are,,  or  have  been, 
or  are  to  come  v  This  is  the  firit  Original 
of  them  all,  to  which  they  muft  be  reduced 
as  tbetr  Spring  and  Fountain.     All  of  you 
may  underftand    that    there  are   many 
TUngf  poflible,  which  yet  actually   will 
never  be ;  The  Lord  s  Power  and  Omni- 
potency  is  of  a  further  Extent  than  His 
Decree  and  Purpofe  ;  His  Power  is  Na- 
tural and    Eternal  to    His  Being.    His 
Decree  it  of  choice  and  voluntary :  The 
Father  could  have  fent  a  Legion  of  Angels 
Kxhave  delivered  His  Son,  the  Son  could 
have   asked   them,  but   neither  of  them 
would  do  it,  Mau  xxvi.  5.3.    The  Lord 
could  have  raifed  up  Children  to  Abraham 
oat  of  Stones,  but  He  would' not,  Mau 
fii.     His  Power,  then  comprehends  within 
its  Reach  air  poflible  Things  which  do  not 
fc  their  own  Nature,  and  proper  Concepti- 
on, imply  aCwntradittion,  £>  that  infinite 
Worlds  of  Creatures  more  perfeft  than  this, 
Number*  of  Angels  and  Wtai  above  thefe, 
and  Creatures  in  Glory  furpafling  them,  a- 
gain,  are  within  the  Compafc  of  the  bound* 
Jcfi  Power,  and  Qmnipotency  of  God: 
But  yet  for  all  this  it  might  have  fallen 
MB,  that  aodaogflioukiaftually  and  really 


have  been,  untefs  His  Majefty  had  of  Hfc 
own  free  Will  decreed  what  is,  or  liath 
been,  or  is  to  be.     His  Will  determines 
His  Power,  and,  as  it  were,  puts  it  in  the 
neareft  Capacity   to  a&,  and  exercife  k 
felf :  Here  then  we  muft  look  for  the  firft 
Beginning  of  all  Things  that  are  \.  they  are 
conceived  in  the  Womb  of  the  Lord's  t- 
verlafting  Purpofe:  As  he  fpeiks,  Zepb^ 
ii.  2.     the  Decree  is,  as  it  were,    with 
Child  of  Beings,  lfa.  zliv.  7.    It's  Gods 
Royal    Prerogative  to   appoint   Things 
to  come,  and  none  can  (hare  with  him  in 
it:  From  whence  is  it,  I  pray  you,  thit  of 
fo  many  WorFds.  which  His  Power  could 
have  framed,  this  one  is  brought  to  Light  ? 
Is  it  not  becaufe  this  one  was  formed  (  as 
•it  were  )  in  the  Belly  of  His  eternal  Coun- 
fei  and  Will  ?    From  whence  is  it  that  fo 
many  Men-  are,  and   no.  more  ?    That 
our  Lord  Jefus  was  /lain,  when  the  Bower 
of  God  might  have    kept  Him  alive  ? 
That  thofe  Men,  Judas,  Qi\  were  th* 
Doers  of  St,  when  others  might  have  done 
ft  ?    From  whence  are  all  thofe  Anions 
Good  or  Evil  under  the  Sun,  which  He 
might  have  prevented  ?    But  from  IC$ 
good  Will  and  Pleafure,  from  His  de- 
terminate CounfeJ,  AJtsiv.    28.    C&i 
you  find  the  Original  of  thefe  in  the  Crea- 
ture, why  it  is  thus,  and  why  not*  other- 
wife?-    Cfcn  you  conceive  why,  of  all  the 
infinite  Numbers  of  poflible  Beings,  thefe 
are,   and  no   other?    And,,  what    hath. 
tranGatecr   that    Number    of  "Creatures,, 
which  is,  from  the  State  of  pure  Pofltbiji- 
ty  toFuturition  or  aftualBeing,  but  the 
decifive  Vote  of  Gods  everlafting  Pur* 
pofe  and  Counfel  ?    Therefore  we  Jhould* 
always  conceive,  that  the-  Creatures,  and' 
all  their  Attrons,  which  have,  or  will  have: 
any  Being  in  the  World;  have  firft  had  a 
Being  in  the  Womb  of  God's    Eternal' 
Gouofel^  and  that  His  Will  and  Pleafure 
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hath  paft  upon  all  Things  that  are,  and 
are  not ;  His  Counfel  has  concluded  of 
Things  that  hare  been,  or  will  be,  that 
t'nif  they  (hall  be;  and  His  Counfel  has 
determined  of  all  other  Things  which  are 
alfo  poffible,  that  they  (hall  never  come 
forth  into  die  Light  of  the  World,  but  re- 
main in  the  dark  Bowels  of  Omnipotency, 
that  fo  we  may  give  Him  the  Glory  of  all 
Things  that  ire  not,  and  that  are  at  all. 
Then  4.  We  fhould  confider  the  Extent 
.of  His  Decree,   and  Counfel,  it's  paft 
upon  all  Things,  it's  unirelfaj,  reaching 
every  Being  or  A<5tfon  of  the  Univerfe. 
This  is  the  Strain  of  the  whole  Scripture. 
He  did  not  (  asfome  dream  )  once  create 
the  Creatures  in  a  good  State,  and  put 
them  in  Capacity  henceforth  to  preferve 
themfelves,  or  ezercife  their  own  Venue 
and  Power,  without  Dependance  on  Him  : 
As  an  Artificer  makes  an  Horologe,  and 
orders  it  in  all  Things,  that  it  may  do  its 
Bufinefi  without  Him  ;  He  is  not  only  a 
general  Original  of  Atfion  and  Motion,  at 
if  He  would  command  a  River  to  flow  by 
His  appointed  Channels ;  as  if  he  did  only 
work,  and  rule  the  World  by  Attorneys 
and  Ambafladors  ;  that  is  the  Weaknefi 
and  Infirmity  of  earthly  Kings,  that  they . 
muft  fubftitute  Deputies  for  thepifelyes ; 
But  this  King  appoints  all  immecfiately,ind 
difpofes  upon  all  the  particular  A&ons  of 
His  Creatures  good  or  evil,  andfb  He  is 
univerfal  abfolute  Lord  of  the  Creature, 
of  its  Being  and  Doing.   It  were  a  long 
Work  to  reheaife  what  the  Scripture  fpeaks 
of  this  Kind ;  but  O  that  ye  would  read 
ihem  ofiner,  and  ponder  diem  better,  bow 
there  is  nothing  in  this  World  (which  may 
feem  to  fall  out  by  Chance  to  you,  that 
you  know  not  how  it  is  come  to  pais,  and 
can  fee  no  Caufe  nor  fceafon  of  it)  but 
it  falls  out  by  ihe  Holy  Will  of  our  blefTed 
Father ;  Be  it  of  greater  or  lefi  Moment,  I 
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or  be  it  a  Hair  of  thy  Head  fallen,  or  thy 
Head  cut  off;  the  moft  cafual  and 
contingent  Thing,  though  it  furprifed 
the  whole  World  of  Men  and  Angels, 
that  they  fhould  wonder  from  whence  it 
did  proceed,  it  is  no  Surprifal  to  Him,  for 
He  not  only  knew  it,  but  appointed  it  ; 
the  moft  certain  and  neceflary  Thing,  ac-* 
cording  to  the  Courfe  of  Nature,  it  hath  no 
Certainty,  but  from  His  Appointment, 
who  hath  eftablilhed  fuch  a  Courfe  in  the' 
Creatures,  araj  which  He  can  fufpend 
when  He  pleafetb:  Be  it  the  Sin' of  Men 
and  Devils,  which  feems  moft  oppofite  to 
His  Holinefs,  yet  even  that  cannot  apjjfeap 
in  the  World  of  Beings,  if  it  were  not,  in 
a  holy,  righteous,  and  permiflive  Way, 
firft  conceived  in  the  Womb  of  His  Eter- 
nal Counfel,  and  if  it  were  not  determin- 
ed by  Him  for  Holy  and  juft  Ends,  Afts 
iv.  28. 

The  fecond  Thing  propounded  is,  that 
His  Mind  and  Counfel  is  one ;  one  and 
the  fame,  Yefterday,  and  To-day,  and  for 
ever ;  therefore  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of 
God,  tfhat  there  is  no  Shadow  of  Charge 
or  turning  in  Him,  Jam.  i.  17.  He  is 
not  a  Man  that  He  Should  lie,  or  the 
Son  of  Man  that  He  Jboufd  repent : 
Will  He  fay,  and  not  do  it  ?  Num.  x$iii. 
19.  And  (hall  He  decree,  and  not  ex- 
ecute  it?  Shall  he  purpofe,  and  not  per- 
form it  ?  /  am  God  and  change  not ; 
that  is  His  Name,  Mai.  iii.  6.  The 
Counfel  of  the  Lord  (hall  ftand,  and  the 
Thoughts  of  His  Heart  to  all  Generations, 
Pfal.  xxxiii.  1 1 .  Men  change  their  Mind 
oftner  than  their  Garments;  poor  vain 
Man,  even  in  his  befl  Eftate,  is  Change- 
ablenefs,  and  Vkiffitude  itfelf,  altogether 
Vanity ;  and  this  arifeth,  partly  from  the 
Imperfection  of  his  Underftanding,  and 
his  Ignorance,  becaufe  he  does  not  under- 
ftand  what  may  fall  out  *,  there  are  many 
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Things  fecret  and  hidden,  which  if  he  dip 
offered,  he  would  not  be  of  that  Judg- 
nent;  and  many  Things  may  fallout 
yhkh  may  give  Ground  of  another  Re* 
bJorion  ;  and  partly  from  the  Weaknefc  and 
ferrer/enefs  of  his.  Will,  that  cannot  be  con- 
ianc  in  any  good  Tiling,  and  is  not  lb 
clcfeJy    united  to  it,  as  that  no  Fear  or 
Terror    can  feparate  from  it ;  but.  there  is 
no  luch   Imperfection  in  him,  neither  Ig- 
norance, nor  Weaknefs,  all  Vbings  are 
naked  before  Him  \  all  their  Natures, 
their  Circumftances,  all  Events,  all  Emer- 
pnts,  known  to  Him  are  tbey,  and  all 
His  Works  from  the  Beginning,  as  per- 
ftftly  as  in  the  End ;  and  therfore  he  may 
fopr^  to  a  fixed  RefoKition  from  all  Eter- 
nity, and  being  refolded,  He  can  fee  no 
fjleafcn  of  Change,  became  there  can  no- 
thing appear  after,  which  he  did  not  per- 
fe£Uy  dObortx  from  the  Beginning  ■>  there- 
fore, when  ever  ye  read  in  the  Scripture 
of  the  Lord's  repenting,  as  Gen.  vi.  7. 
aod  Jer.  xvi.  8.  yelhould  remember  that 
tfae  Ijord  Ipeaks  in  our  Terms,  and  like 
Nurfes  with  their  Children,  ufes  our  own 
Dialed*  to  point  out  to  us  our  great  Igno- 
rance of  His  Majefty,  that  cannot  con- 
ceive more  honourably  of  Him,  nor  more 
diftinftly  of  our  felves.    When  he  chang- 
eth   all  Things  about  Him,  He  is  not 
changed*  for  all  thefe  Changes  were  at 
once  in  His  Mind ;  but  when  He  changerh 
His  outward  Dtfpenfition,  He  is  faid  to 
repent  of  what  He  is  doing,  becauie  we 
ule  not  to  change  our  Manner  of  Dealing, 
without  ibme  conceived   Grief,  or  Re- 
pentance, and  Change  of  Mind.    When  a 
Man  goes  to  build  a  Houfe,  he  hath  no 
mind  but  that  it  fliould  continue  fo,  he  hath 
not  the  leaft  Thought  of  taking  it  down 
Sfjuo,  but  afterward  it  becomes  runinous, 
and  bis  Eftate  enlarges,  and  then  he  takes 
a  new  Krihtaiiog,  to  caft  it  down  to  the 


Ground,  and  build  a  better ;  Thus  ir  is 
with  Man,  according  as  he  varies  his  Work, 
he  changes  his  Mind.     But  it  is  not  lb 
with  God:   All  thefe  Changes  of  His 
Works,  all  the  Succeffions  of  Times,  the 
Variation  of  Dealings,  the  Alteration  of 
Difpenfations  in  all  Ages,  were  at  once  in 
His  Mind,  and  all  before  Him  ;  fo  that 
He  never  goes  to  build  a  Houfe,  but  H »    - 
I  hath  in  His  own  Mind  already  determined 
all  the  Changes  it  lb  all  be  fubjedt  to: 
When  He  fets  up  a  Throne  in  a  Nation, 
it  is  in  His  Mind  within  fuch  a  Period  to 
caft  it  down  again  ;  when  He  lifts  up 
Men  in  Succefs  and  Profperity,  He  doth 
not  again  change  His  Mind  when  He 
throws  them  down,  for  that  was  in  His 
Mind  alfo ;  fo,  that  there  is  no  SurprUal 
of  Him  by  any  unexpe&ed  Emergent. 
Poor  Man  hath  many  Confolations  ere  he 
come  to  a  Conclufion  ;  Bur  it  is  not  thus 
with  His  Counfel ;  of  all  thefe  ftrange  and 
new  Things  which  fall  out  in  our  Days, 
He  hath  one  Thought  of  them  all  fromE- 
ternity;  He  is  one  Mind,  and  none  of 
all  thefe  Things  have  put  Him  off  His  E- 
ternal  Mind,  or  put  Him  to  a  new  Adviie- 
ment  about  His  great  Projects ;  Not  only 
doth  He  net  change  His  Mind,  but  Hi* 
Mind  and  Thought  is  one,  of  all,  and  con- 
cerning all :  Our  poor,  narrow  and  limited 
Minds,  mud  part  their  Thoughts  among 
many  Bulinefles,  one  Thought  for  this, 
another  for  that,  and  one  alter  another : 
But  with  Him  there  is  neither  Succeflion 
of  Ccuniels  and  Purpofesnor  yet  Plurality ; 
but,  as  with  one  opening  of  His  Eye,  He 
beholdsall  Things  as  they  are ;  fo  with  one 
Inclination,  or  Nod  of  His  Will  He  hath 
given  a  Law,  and  appointed  all  Things.  If 
we  can  at  one  Inftant*and  oneLookjteeboth 
Light  and  Colours,  and  both  the  Glafi  and 
the  Shadow  in  it,  and  with  one  Motion  of 
our  Wilis  more  towards  the  End,  and  the 
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Means  ?  O,  how  mnch  more  may  He 
with  one  ftmple  ypdivided  Aft  of  His  good 
Will  and  Pleasure  pafs  a  Determination 
on  all  Things,  in  their  Times,  and  Orders, 
and  in.  His  own  Infinite  and  glorions  Being 
perceive  them  all  with  one  Look  ?  How 
much  Coniblation  might  redound  from 
this  to  bettering  Souls?    ,Hath  the  Lord 

„  appointed  you  to  foffer  Perfecution  and 
Tribulation  here?  Hath  hexarved  out 
ftich  a  Lot  4-iorc  jou  in  this  Life  ?  Tiien 
withall  confider,  Am  His  Majefty  hath 
Eternal  Glory  wrapt  up  in  the  fameCoun- 
lelvfrom  which  thy  Affliftions  proceed  ; 
hath  He  made  thy  Soul  to  melt  before 
Him?  Hath  He  convinced  thee,  and 
made  thee  to  flee  unto  the  City  for  Refuge, 
and  ek*&  Salvation  from  no  other  but 
Himfelfr  Then  know,  that  Life  Eternal 
in  in  die  Bofom  of  tbtf  fame  Purpofe  which 
gave  ihee  to  believe  this ;  though  the  one 
be  bom  before  the  other,  yet  the  Decree 
flfell  certainly  bring  forth  the  other.  And 
for  fuch  Souls  as  upon  this  vain  Preemp- 
tion of  the  Infallibility  of  God's  Purpofes, 
thinks  it  needJefs  to  give  diligence  in  Re-, 
Hgion,  know,  that  it  is  one  Mind  and 
Purpofe  that  hath  linked  the  End  and  the 
Means  together  as  a  Chain,  and  therefore, 
if  thou  eipefteft  to  be  faved,  according  to 
Election,  thou  muft  according  to  the  fame 
Gqunfel  make  thy  Calling  home  from  Sin 
to  God,  fure. 

Thirdly*  What  Thing  foever  He  Tiath 
j*rpofed,  he  in  due  Time  applies  to  the 
JTerformtace  of  it,  and  then  the  Coun- 
&1  of  His  Will  becomes  the  Work  of  His 
Hands*  and  there  is  an  admirable  Harmo- 
ny and  *xa&  Agreement  between  thefe 
two :  All  Hjings  come  out  of  the  Womb, 
of  his  Eternal  Decree,  -by  the  Work  of 
his  Power,  even  juft  fafhioned  and  framed, 
is  their  lineaments  and  Draughts  were 
proportioned  to  the  Decree,  nothing  failing, 
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is  nothing  in  the  Idea  of  His  Mind  but  it  is 
eiprefled  in  the  Work  of  His  Hands ; 
there  is  no  rawJialf  Wishes  in  God ;  Men 
"have  fuch  imperfect  Defires,  I  would  have, 
or  do,  fiich  a  Thing  if  it  were  nor,  Qc. 
He  wavers  not  thus  in  Sufpenfe,  but  what 
he  wills  and  defires,  He  wills  and 
defires  indeed  ;  He  intends,  doubtle/s, 
it  (hall  be,  and  what  he  intends  he' 
will  execute,  and  bring  to  pals ;  there- 
fore His  Will  in  due  Time  applies  Al- 
mighty Power  to  fulfill  the  Defire  of  it ; 
and  Almighty  Power  being  put  to  work 
by  His  Will,  it  cannot  but  work  all  Things 
according  to  the  Counfcl  of  His  Will ; 
and  whatsoever  His  Soul  defireth.  that  He 
cannot  but  do,  even  as  He  defires,  feeing 
He  can  do  it.  If  be  will  do  it,  and  can  do 
it,  what  hinders  him  to  work  and  do? 
Know  then,  that  His  Commands  and  Pre* 
cepts  to  you,  fignifying  what  is  your  Du- 
ty, they  do  not  fo  much  fignifie  what  he 
defires,  or  intends  to  work,  or  have 
done,  as  his  Approbation  of  fuch  a  Thing 
in  iifelf  to  be  your  Duty  ;  and  therefore, 
though  He  have  revealed  his  Will  con- 
cerning our  Duty,  though  no  Obedience 
follow,  yet  is  not  Jiis  Intention  fruftrated 
or  difappointed  ;  for  his  Commands  to 
you  fay  not  what  is  iiis  Intention  about  it, 
but  what  is  that  which  he  approves  as  good, 
and  a  Duty  obliging  Men  :\But  whatsoever 
Thing  he  purpofes  and  intends  (hould  be, 
certainly,  he  will  do  it,  and  make  it  to  be 
done:  If  it  be  a  Wbrk  of  bis  own  Power 
alone,  himfelf  will  do  it  alone ;  If  he  re- 
quire the  Concurrence  of  Creatures  to  it. 
as  in  all  the  Works  of  Providence,  then  he 
will  effectually  apply  the  Creatures  to  his 
Work,  and  not  wait  in  fufpenfe  on  their 
Determination ;  If  he  have  appointed  fu4i 
an  End  Abe  attained  by  fuch  Means ;  If  he 
have  a  Work  to  do  by  fuch  Inftruments, 
then,  fwfaout  all  Doubt,  he  will  apply  the 
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whea  Ms  Time  comes,  and 

wttaot  wait  on  tbeir  Concurrence.  You 

feaowltrange  TMngsdoiie-,y&u  wonder 

mdfcu*  tow  we  are  brought  down  from 

oar  EtoaHency  ?    How  pur  LaAd  is  laid 

fay  Strangers?    How  many  In- 

of  the  Lords  Work  are  laid  a- 

aide?    How  he  lifts  up  a  Rodef  Indig- 

aabupinfV  us,  and  is  like  to  overturn 

efettte  Foundations  of  our  Land?    All 

fafc  wete  not «  our  Mind  before,  but 

-  tkywcie  fcTHts  Mind  from  Eternity, 

aritherefcrebe  is  no*  working  it.    Be- 

feveihett-^hit there  is  not  a  Gircumftance 

tfiH  thuBofincfc  not  one  Point  or  Jot  of 

*  bpis'erehas  it  trasfiramed  and  carVed 

owof  old*,  jus i  piefent  Works  are  accord- 

Kim  indent  Pattern,  which  he  carries 
Mmdt  all  the  Meafures  and  Degrees 
tf  jour  AflfiftiooVillthe  Ounces  and  Grain 
We^jbr  of  yourCbp,   were  all  weigh- 
•i  iq  tbeSctfe*  of  his  eternal  Counfel, 
ttUkmtittSt'tht  Time,  the  Manner, 
^  data  in  it.    Tf  he  change  Inftruments, 
fcrilinMsMirfd,  if  he  change  DMpen- 
fcb*,dat  was  m  his  rVfcnd  a  tfo;  andfee- 
•Sjelnow  by  the  Scriptures  that  a  blef 
teEndisaEppponBedlbr  the  Godly*  that 
4  Thrap  work  for  thtfir  Good,  that  all  is 
ttfenrieot  to  the  Church's  Weifire  jfceirig 
'  Jfiy,  you  kubw  Us  Purpdfc  is  fuch  is  the 
Scripture  /peaks,  then  befieve  his  Perfor- 
Qface  (ball  be  ezaft  accordingly,  nothing 
liifciiii   no  Joint,  no  Smew,  in  all  his 
Volt  of  Providence,  no  Line  in  all  his 
Jfcjbk  ad  Volume  of  the  Creature,  but 
fc«wa§  W  flueo  in  that  ancient  Book  of  his 
and  firft  falhioncd  in  that, 
16. 
Then  Ufff,  His  Will  is  inefiffible, 
fa  GooaftltoQf  Hand,  who  can  turn  him 
Gtni  H*   A^pofe  iod  who  can  hinder 
Umfiom  taAnoance?    Therefore  be 
■■te  Us  Endt  m  the  higheft  and  moft 
frpriatfrt  Degree  of  Certain*  and  Inlaf- 
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fibility ;  Himfdf  will  not  change  his  own 
Piirpofe,  for  why  (hould  he  doit;  fhe 
change  to  the  better,  then  it  reflefts  on  his 
Wiflom,    if  he  change  to  the  worle,  it 
reflefts  both  on  Ms  WiQom  and  Goodnefs; 
certainly  he  can  fee  no  Caufe  why  he  Aiuuld 
change  it:  But  as  Himfetf  cannot  change, 
fo  hone  can  hinder  his  Performance,  lor 
what  Power  think  you,  (hall  it  be,  that  may 
attempt. thai?  Is  it  the  Power  of  Men,  of 
flrong  Men,  of  high  Men,  of  any  Men  ? 
No  fore,  for  their  Breath  is  in  their  Nof 
ttilf,  they"  have  no  Power,  but  as  He 
>rtathes  in  them;  if  he  keep  in  his  Breath. 
(a  it  were)  they  perirti,.  all  Nations  art 
as  nothing  before  Him,  and  what  Power 
hath  nothing?    Is  it  Devils  may  do  it  ? 
No,  for  they  cannot,  though  they  would!. 
He  chains  them.  He  limits  them  -  Is  it 
good  Angels?    They  are  powerful   in- 
deed; but  they  neither  can,  nor  will  renft 
his  Will.     Let  it  be  the  whole  Uwiverliry 
of  the  Creation,  fuppofe  all  cheir  Matter- 
ed Force  and  Virtue  conjoyned  in  one, 
yet  it  is  all  but  finite,  it  amounts  to  no 
more,  if  you  would  eternally  add  unto  ii ; 
but  all  Victory  and  Refinance  of  this  Kind, 
muft  be  by  a  fuperior  Power,  or  at  leaft 
by  an  equal.  Therefore  we  may  conclude 
that  there  is  no  Impediment  or  Let,that  can 
be  put  in  his  Way,  nothing  can  obftruft 
Hi  Purpofc,   if  all    the  World    (hould 
conlpire  as  one  Man  to   obftruft    the 
Performance  of  any  of  his  Promises  and 
Purpofes,  they  do  but  rage  in  vain,  like  ' 
Dc)gs  barking  at  the  Moon,  they  (hall  be  ' 
fo  far  from  attaining  their  Purpoie,  that  ' 
his   Majerty  (hall  diiabufe  them  (  fo  to  ' 
fpeak)  to  his  own  Pbrpofe,  he  (hall  ap-  ' 
ply  them   quite  contrary  to  their  owm 
Mind,  to  work  out  the  Counfel  of  hi* 
Mind?    Here  is  the  absolute  King,  onjy 
>vorth  the  Name  of  a  King  and  Lord, 
fvhom  all  Things  in  Heaven  and  Earth  ' 
N   •  4*fV 
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obey;  at.  the  fifft  *Jpd,  and.fieckningio, 
them.  Hill*,  Sea*  Mountains,  fchrerv  Sua 
apd  Moon,  and.  Clouds,  Men  an&Beafts, 
Angels,and  Denis,  all  of  them  are  a£tg4 
s|K»vefL  and  inclined  accordingio-his;  Flea* 
If  re,  all  of  them  are  about  hi*  Work  in* 
de?d,  as  ihc.Reiuitof  all  in  the. End  rfi*ll 
make  it  appear,  apd  are  Servants  at  his 
Gourmand,  gQiag!>bere  he  bids  go*  and.: 
coining  where  he.  kids  come,  led  ty  an  in- 
VifibleHaiBd,  though  in  the  mean  time  they 
fcaow  it  not,  but  think  they  are  aboutiheir 
own  Bufinefs,  applaud  themifcives  for  a 
Time  in  it,  ducuntvtfcntcmjfaa*W>Un' 
tern  trabunt.  Godly  Men  who  know  bis = 
WUJ  and  ioye.it  are  l$d,by  it  wrUingIy»,for 
they  yield. ihemfelves up  to his.DiIppfaJ : 
But  wicked  Mra»who'haVe  qontfary  WUh 
of  their  own,  they  can  gain  no  am*  hy 
rafting,  but  to  be  drawn  along  with  it* 

Now  to  what  Purpofe  is  ail  this  fpoken 
of  God  s  Decrees  and  Purposes,  which  he 
hath  called  a  fccret  betoqgfag  to  JiimfcJf  ? 
If  his  Works  and  Judgments  be  a  great 
Dfcpth,  and  urifrarchable*  fure  his  Decrees 
are  far  more  unfearchahle;  For  it  is  the 
fccret  and  hidden  Porpofe  of  God,  which 
is  the  very  Depth  of  his  Way  and  Judg- 
ment. But  to  what  Purpofe  is  it  all.  I  lay, 
not  to  enquire  curioufly  into  the  Particu- 
lars of  them,  but  to  profit  by  them,:  The 
Scripture  hokfa  out  to  us  the  Unchangeable* 
nek  Freedom,  fiatent,  Holinefs  and  Wif- 
domof  them,  for  our  Advantage,  and  if 
this  Advantage  be  .not  reaped  we  know 
them  in  vain.  Not  to  burden  your  Me- 
mory with  many  Particulars,  we  Jkould 
fcbour  to  draw  forth  both  Inftruftion  and 
Coniblation^  out  of  them.  .  Inftruftion* 
I  fey,  in  two  Things  especially,  to  fuhmit 
with  kevemceand  Rejperl  totisMajefty 


There   is  nothing,    wherein  I  Jut** 
ChrMtiaoamore  deficient  thap  in  this  Pom 
of  SubmiQion,  which  I  take  to  be  one  oft 
the  chtefeft  and  fweeteft,  though  hardeft-. 
Duties  of  a  Chiiftian,    It  is  hardly  to  be> 
found  among  Men,  a  through  Complyance* 
of  th»  Soul.-  to  what  his  Soul  deiires.  at 
real  Sobjedioa  of  our  Spirk*  tq  his  goooV. 
y^iU  and  ^leafure :  There  is  nothing  (b< 
ratch.  MeflTcd  inJScripture,  as  waiting  oo> 
htm,  as  yielding  to  him  to  Jbe-difpofed  upon^ 
Bleffed  we  all  tb^y  that  wait  on  Hm*  \ 
Pride  is  the  greateft  Oppofice,  and  he  op- ; 
jpefohknfelf  suuft  to  that,  for  it  is  init«; 
ownNature  moft  derogatory  to  the  High* 
ttfi-and  Majefty  of  God.  which  is. Hi* 
v<ry  Gkxy  \  therefore  •Sqbquffion  is  mot? . 
acceptable  to  him,  when  the  Soul  yield*. 
its  feif.  audits  Will  to -him:  He  condsv 
fce&d*  far  more  to  it,  be  cannot  be  aiv, 
tnemy  to  fucba-Soul;  Suhmiflion  to  tit 
Msjefty's  Pleasure,  is  the  very  bowing, 
down  of  the  Soul  willingly,  to  any  TMig . 
He  does  or  commands^  Whatever  Yoke?  ■ 
he.  puts  on,  of  Duty  or  iuffering,  to  safe*  • 
k  on  willingly,  wjibout  anfwering  ^gaife.. 
which   is  the  great  Sin  condemned  in  -Set*, 
rants;  to  jxn  the  Mouth  in  the  Duft,  and  - 
to  keep  filence,  becaufe  He  doth  iu  I  mas 
dumb  with  Jilence*  I  opened  not  my  \ 
Mouth,    becaufe   thou  didft  it;    there 
is  Submiflion  indeed,  Silence  of  Mind  and  - 
Moudv  a  Reftraint  put  upon  the  Spirit  to 
Aunk  nothing  grudgingly  of  Him,  tor  any 
Thing  he  doth  :  It  is  certainly  the  great* 
eft  Fault  of  Chriftians,  and  Ground  of 
many  more,  that  ye  do  not  look  to  God, 
but  to  creature*  in  any  Thing  befels  you, 
therefore  there  are  fo  frequent  Rilings  of 
Spirits  againft  his  Yoke*  frequent  fpurn 
ings  againft  it,  as  Epbrakn  unaccuftome 


in  Wm  who  know*  ail  his  Wor*tv*sd 


afl  bis  Wort*  and  Ways,  and  to  truft    with  the  Yoke*  b  do  ye,  and  this  is 


*i 
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fere  ware  no  more  Reafon  for  it,  but 
your  own  Gain,  it  u  the  o^ly  Way.  to 
Teacejmd  Qutetnefi.  Durum  fid  kvius 
Jh  fatitntia,  quicquid  corri&re  efl  ne- 
'ft/,  your  Impatience  cannot  Help  you, 
fan  hurt  you,  it  it  the  very  Yoke  of  your 
Yoke;  but  quietahdfilent  ftooping  makes 
it  eafie  ia  it  feft  and  brings  in  more  Help 
leOdev  even  Divine  Help :  Learn  &U  I 
befeech  you,  to  get  your  own  Wilis  aban- 
doned, and  your  Spirits  fubdued  to  God, 
both  in  the  Point  of  Duty  and  Diipeoiaa- 
ca*  If  Dudes  commanded  crofi  thy  Spirit 
(as  certainly  the  Reality  and  Eiercife  of 
ftyUaie&^muft  be  unpieafaat  to  any  Na- 
|pre)\kn6w  what  thou -art  called  to,  to 
mme  ihgf  own  Will  to  Him,  to  gire  up 
Ayfelf  to  his  Pieafure  fingly,  without  lb 
nudi  relped  to  thy  own  Pieafure  or  Cain ; 
Jen.  to-  obey.  Him  (imply  becapfe  he 
mxnnapda,  thou|gb  no  Profit  redound  to 
jjier  and  by  this  .Mean*  jhou  (halt  in  due 
^Tunc  bye  more  fweet  Peace  and  re:;: 
Qaso,  d&ough  thou  intended  it  not.  And 
tfa  cafe  W  DB^eq  "adon  croft  thy  blind* 
fct  90*  thy  Mnd  rifc.ip  againft  is,  do 
90t%(aU  out  wkh  Providence,  but  commit 
jfo  Way  wholly  to  him,  and  let  ham  do 
WW  be  jpleafes.in  that,  be  tbou  minding 
iftjf  Duty»  be  hoc  anxious  in  that* .but  be 
dOige&t.in  this,  and  thou  (halt  be  the  only 
"Camer  by  it,  be£*des  the  flonournedc  .  ■ d ■. 
|0  bitn- 

Tphen  I  Would  -exhojrt  you  from  thij 
Ground,  to  truft  in  bun ;  feeing,  he  alone 
b  iBc  abfokite  Sovereign  Lord  ©f  alj 
SRoigt  ftcing  he",  hals  paft^  a  Determine 
"  gko  upon  all  ;Thiiyp,  /and  accordingly 
ibey  muft  be,  and  feeing  none  can  mm 
lun  from  his  %iy,  0  then  Cbrii  a  . \ 
fan  .to  commit  your  (elves  to  him  in 
'til  Twgfc  both^for  this  Life  and  the 
gj&  to  coaat  ^  Why  are  ye  £>  vain  and 


poor  vain  depending  Creatures  ?  Wny  do 
ye  not  fbrfake  your  (elves  ?  Why  do  ye  not 
forG^e  all  other  Things  as  empty  Sha- 
dows ?  Are  not  ill  created  Powers,  Ha- 
bits, Gifts,  Graces,  Strength,  Riches,  figfr. 
like  the  Idols  in  Companion  him,  who 
rzi\  neither  do  Good,  r neither  can  they  do 
111  ?  Curfed  is  b€  the*  trufis  in  fAan. 
Jer.  xvii.  ij,  16.  There  needs  noo- 
|  ther  Curie  than,  the  very  Ditippointment 
you  (hall  meet  withal.  Confider  I  be- 
feech  you  that  our  God  can  do  all  Things, 
what  ever  hepleafes  in  Hearen  and  Earth, 
and  that  none  can  obftruft  his  Pleafiire ; 
bfeft  b  that  Soul  for.  whom  the  Coi^niei 
of  hy  Willis  engaged,  and  it  is- engaged 
for  all  that  truft  in  him ;  he  can  accpiQpii(b 
his  good  Pieafure  in  thy  Behalf,  either  witk 
out,,  or  atr^inft  Means,  all  Impediments 
and  Thorn*  (et  in  his  Way*  he  can  num 
them  up :  Toy  who  are  Jkira  of  the  Fro* 
mifts,  O  know  your  Privilege,  wipe 
tua  Soul  defiiredi,'  he.  doth  even  that  t 
and  what  be  Wh.Jerioufly  promUed  to 
you,  be  Affies, ;  Kyou  aft,  who.  are 
Heirs  of  the  Premi&s?  1  would  anfwer 
(Imply,  thefe  and  thefe  only  who  do  own 
them,  and  challenge  them,  and  claim  to 
them  for  their  Life  ajid  Salvation  ;  thefe 
who  feek  th<  Inheritance  only  by  .the 
Promife,  and  whofe  Soul  defires  them  and 
imbraces  them.  O  if  jou  would  obfer re 
h$w  unlike  ye  are  to  God,  ye  change  o£ 
ten,  ye  turn  often  out  of  the  Way,  but.  that 
were  not  Jo  ill  if  ye  did  not  imagine  h|m 
to  be  like4  your  telves,  and  it  is  ( 'nbelfef 
which  makes  him  like  to  your  felves  what 
your.  Frame  and  tender  DUpctiitkyi  change^, 
when.  Preferce, and  Aiccfs  to  God  u  re- 
moved; tfct  is  wrong,  it^aks  out,  a 
mortal  Creature  iqdeed;  out  if  it  be  t% 
O  do  no  more  wrong,  do  pot  by  your 
Sufpicions  and  Jqdoufies,  and  .QufXboniggs 
of,  lam  ina^oe  (hat  he  ji  like  unto  you, 
*I  »"""     ■      aai 


Of  Prtdeftination. 


101 


cording  to  an  appointed  Rule,  and  ule 
ail  Means  for  comparing  their  intended 
Ends;  and  therefore  it is,  well  (aid,  Ptu- 
4ens  futuritemporiiexitum>  caligintfa 
.  mete  premit  Deus  ;  but  yet  withall  we 
fcouid  mind  that  of  James,  If  the  Lord 
MTU!*  and  g»  about  all  Things,  even  the 
moft'  probaWe,  with  Submiflioo  to  his 
wai  and  Pteafure.    And  therefore*  when 


Men  go  without  their  Bounds,  either  ia 
Fear  of  Danger,  or  Joy  conceived  in 
Succefles*  Ridttquc  ft  mortalis  ultra 
fas  trepider,  &c.  Excels  of  Fear,  E*> 
cefs  of  Hope*  Excels  of  Joy  in  thefe  out* 
ward  Things*  is,  as  it  were,  ridiculous 
to  rfim,  who  hajb  all  thefe  Things  ap- 
pointed with  Him.  To  him  be  Praife 
and  Glory. 


Eph.  t  n.  A  wbom  aljo  we.  have  obtained  an  hibcritame  bang  pre* 
.  defthuned9&c. 

Rom.  ix-  2  a9  23  What  if  God,  wilting  tojfrew  Bis  Ifratit^  andtamaht 
Pits  Power  known,  S&* 


1*3  the  Creation  of  the  World,  h  pfcaf 
ed  the  Lord,  after  all  Things  were 
Jhoned  aed  tfifpofed,  to  make  one  Creature 
to  rule  ortr  all,  and  to  ban  He  gave  the 
snort     excellent  'Nature*  and  Privileges 
feeyond  die  reft/,  (b  that  it  may  appear 
lhas  He  had  made  ail  Things  for  Man, 
s*kl  Man  immediately  for  His  own  Glory : 
As  Man  was  the  chief  of  the  Worts  of 
Ms  Hands,  lb  we  may,  according  to*  the 
Scriptures,  conceive  that  he  was  chiefly 
Biaded  in  die  Counfels  of  his  Heart. 
Aftfl  chat,  as  in  the  Execution!  of  his-Plir- 
sole  in  creating  <he  World,  Man  had  the 
Fveheminence  affigned  unto*  him;  and  all 
fctmed  Subordinate  unto  htm;  fiy  in  the 
Lord's  Purpofes  concerning  the  World, 
Mi  Pwrpofe  about  Man  has  the  Prehemi- 
•ence.     He,. indeed,  basrefirfved  to  de- 
clare die  Glory  of  his  Name  in  this  World ; 
Therefore  the  Heaven*  and  Firmament 
are  made  Preachers  of  that  Glory,.  Pfal. 
six.  l,  *•  ££%    But  in  a  ipecial  Man- 
stor,  his  MajeflyYgJorioos  Name  if  ma- 
sjfefed  m  Man*  aodabout  Mao »  he  hath 


fit  Maifc,  as  ft  were,  fn  the  Center  or 
Midft  of  the  Creation,  that  all  the  Crea- 
tures might  direct  or  bring  in  their  Praifes 
unto  hirrvtO'  bebflered  up  in  his  and: 
their  Name  to  the  Lord  their  Maker  by: 
him;  as  the  common  Mouth^f  the  World ;. 
•and  the  Lord  hath  chofenihis-  Creature  ** 
bove  all  the  Creatures,  for  the  more  Jb-» 
lemn  atd  glorious;  Dechration^of.Him- 
felf  in*  his  ipecial  Properties^  therefore 
we  (hould  gather  our  Thoughts  trotfaia. 
Bufinefr,  to  hear  from  the  Lord,  what 
his  Thoughts  are  towards  us ;  for,  cer- 
tainly, the  right  Underlining  of  his  e- 
verlafting.  Counfel,   touching  the  eternal 
State  of  Man,  tsoflfmgular  Virtue  to  com 
form  us  to>  the  Praife  of.  his  Name,,  and 
eAab!i(h  us  iniFaith  and  Confidence.    Pre^ 
destination  isa  Myftery  indeed*  intowhich 
we  Jhpuld  not.  curioufly  and  boldJy  en- 
quire beyond  what  is  revealed ;  for  then  a 
Soul  muft.  needs  lofe  it  felf  in  that.  Depth- 
of  WifiJom>  and  periflvin  the  Selr ch  of  Un- 
fearchablenels;  And  d**  tbr  Word  fpealc* 
in  Scripture  tf  this  Subjcft  jptiroarint  to 


loi  '    MenWeaknifstnconc:k)$ngo/Gois  Purpofes. 


-iisy  that  it  is  rfcther  to  be  admired  than  con- 
ferred; and  that  there  ought  to  be  fome 
i  Ignorance  of  thefe  Secret*,  which,  con- 
-  joyned  with  Faith  and  Reverence,  is  more 
'  learned  •  than  any    curious  Knowledge  * 

•  But  withag  we  muft  opert  our  Eyes  upon 
fc  much  Light  as  Cod  weals  of  thefe 

}  Secrets,  knowing,  ihar  the  Light  of  the 
Word  is  a  laving  refirelhing  Light;'  not 
confounding,  as  is  hi*  inacceffible  Light 
of  fecret  Glory-  As  far  as  it  pleafes  his 
Majefty  to  open  his  Motub,  let  us"  not 
xlofe  our  Ears,  but  open  them  al(b  to  his 
Inftru&on,  knowing,  that  as  he  will  with- 

•  hold  no  necfcffary  Thing  for  our  Salvation,  > 
lb  he  will  reveal  nothing  but  what  is  pro- 
vable.   This  js  the  bell  Bondof  Sobrie* 

ty  and  humble  Wifdom,  to  learn  what  he 
teacheth  us,  but  when  he  makes  an  End 
«f  tejwbiogy  to defire  no  more  Learning: 
b's  Humility  to  leek  no  more,  and  it  is 
<;tftie  WiAom  to  be  content  with  no  lefs. 
There  is  much  Weaknefi  in  our  con- . 
.fftaflg  of  Divine  'Things;  we  fcape  and 
\fctm  them  in  our  Minds  according  to  a 
Mould  of  our  own  Experience,  or  Inven- 
tion, and  cannot  conceive  of  them  as  rhey 
JW  in  themfelves :  If  we.  fbauld  /peak 
properly,  there  are  aot  Counfeis  ami  Fur- 
pofes  in  God,:  but  one  entire  Counfcl  and 
JMblunon  concerning  alj  Things  which 
are  in  Time,  oy  which  he  hath  dilpofed 
ail  in  their  several  Times,  Seasons,  Gon- 
Aqons,  -and  Orders ;  but  becaufe  we  We 
sn^oy  Thougjbts,  about  many  Things,  fo 
we  cmjw  well  conceive  of  God,  but  in 
likentf*  to  oar  felves ;  And  therefore  the 
Scripture,  cx>o*fc«ding-toourWealf»eis, 
speaks Jo.  ,H&vs  many art tby  freeieus 
Vbiutbts  umards  me,  faith  David  \ 
•nd  yet  indeed,  there  it  but-cn*  Thought 
sjf  hhtwaad  us,  and  *U, which  one  Ttought 
Is  of  h  muck  Vrae,:  that  it  i^equtvatem 
to  «MtfW*  Nnte  tt  Wmfa  co» 


cerning  infinite  Obje&s.  The  Lord  Inch 
from  everlasting  conceived  one  Purpofe  of 
mamfeiting  Ms  own  Glory  in  fuchfeveral 
Ways :  And  this  is  the  Headspring- of  all 
thafbeftUsCreaturer.Men  and  Angels.  But 
becaufe*  in  the1  Execution  of  this  Purpofe, 
there  is  a  certain  Order,  and  Succeflion, 
and  Variety, 'therefore  Men  do  ordinarily 
fancy  fuch  or  fijeh  a  Frame  and  Order 
in  the  Lord's  I$nd  and  Purpofe.  And  as 
the  Aftronomers  do  cut  and  carve  in  their 
Imagination,  Cycles,  Orbs,  and  Epicycles 
in  the  Heavens,  becaufe  of  the  various  and 
different  Appearances  and  Motions  of 
Stars  in  them,  whereas  it  may  be,  really, 
there  is  but  one  Celeftial  Body,  in  which 
all  thefe  various  Lights  and  Motions  do 
appear :  So  do  Men  fancy  unto  themfel  ves 
an  Order  in  the  Lord's  Decree,  according 
to  the  PfyawimcnA,  or  Appearances  of  His 
Works  in  the  World;  whereas  it  is  one 
Purpofe  and  Decree,  which  in  its  infinite 
Coqppafs  comprehends  all  thefe  Varieties 
and  Orders  together:  This  much  we  may 
indeed  .lawfully  conceive  of  His  Decree, 
that  there  is  an  exac\Correfpondence  and 
Sujtabteneis  between  His  Majefty's  Fur* 
pofe  and  Execution,  and  that  he  is  a  wife 
Lord,  nmnderftd  in  Ceunfel,  and  ex- 
cellent in  vnrkins.  having  fane  great 
•Plot  and  Pengn  before  his  Eye*,  which  he 
intends  to  effiaft,  and  whidu*,  as  it  were, 
die  great  Light  and  San  of  this  Firma- 
mem,  unto  which,  by  thai  .feme  wonder- 
ful Counfel,  all  other  Tilings  are  fubor- 
dinate ;  and  Jo  ia  the  working  it  (hall  ap- 
ft?r.cxa#ly,  as  his  Counfel  did  deline- 
ate and  contrive  it. 

There  is  no  Mas  fc  empty  or  (hallow, 
taf .he  hath  tome  great-  Dtflgo  and  fur- 
pofe  which  he  chiefly  aim  at;  (hall  we 
«X  the*o*pcewe,  that  the  Lord,  who  in* 
JtrtoAs  tmf  Man  »  this  Difcretkm,rand 
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wftiri  hts  Coun£j,  and  katfefome  grand 


Proje»3ibefore  ttm  inr  af!  tfils  Frtnfck  of ' 
fe  WbrlJ,  an*  the  upholding  of  it  ftnce 
ifraa-made?    Certainty  he  hath ;;  arid  if : 
yo*  a*k  -what  it  is>  the  wile  Man  wtfl: 
loch  you  m  .general,  He made  allying* 
for  Himfetf,  even  the  wicked  fir  ibi 
rctf   Day.*  frai*  xvi.  4.    Here  then  is 
Kt  great  Defign  and  Purpofe,  to  glorify 
Himfctf,  to  manileft  his  own  Name*  to 
Men    and    AngeK    Now,   his   Name 
ODpcehends  WHttom,  Goodnefs,  Power, 
Mercy,      and  Juftice  ;    the  toft  three 
Ifc-  declares,  inr  all  the   Works  of  his 
Hands,  all  are  Irell  done,,  and  wifely  dpne, 
it  -EireUency  of  the  Work  lhews  ttile  won* 
derfiri  CotmfcHour,  and  the  wife  Contri- 
ver ;  the  Goodneft  of  any  Creature  in  its 
K'md*  declares  the  ineihauffed  Spring  of 
a  Self-being  from  whom  it  proceeds,  and. 
the  bringing  all  thefe  out  of  nothing,  aad 
upholding  ihem  is  a  glorious  Declaration 
otlus  Power :  But  yet,  in  all  the  Works 
efto  Hands,  there  Is  nothing  found  to 
num&ft  His  glorious  Mercy,  and  Jufflce, 
upon  wWdrare  the  Flower  and  GaYland 
of  to  Attributes,  and  unto  whidTWiEtom 
aod   Fewer    feems  to  he  fobfervient; 
Tfretefore  his  Majeftjr.'in  thai  one  enriire 
Purpdfe  of  his  own  Glory,  refohres  to 
■ULQifeft  his  Wrath,  and  his  Mercy,  upon 
Men  and  Angels,  Subjects  'capable  of  it ; 
which  two  Attributes  are  as  the  Boles  a- 
tout  ^rhich  all  the  Wheels  of  Eleftipn 
and  Reprobation  turns,  as  you  fee  in  the: 
Place,  Rm.  ix.  22,  23.    Let  this  then 
le-efttbliftted  as  the  End  of  aH  his  Works, 
as  it  is  designed  in  his  Cqunfel,.  and  no* 
ffaang  elfe.    It  is  not  the  Creature,  nor  a* 
ay  Thing  Hi  the  Creature,  which  h  firft 
in  his  Mind,  but  Himfelp  and  therefore, 
if  Him*  end  for  Him  are  attfbin&s\ 
Here  they  hare  their  Rife,  and  thither 
^ey  mum*  area  to.  d*  Ocean  of  God's 


eternal    Gtory*   from  whence    alt  did '/ 


t 


fpring. 

The  ri^hc  eft*bKfrin$  of  this  wilt  help  - 
.its  to'  conceive  a'rignt  of  bis  «CounfeI  oF] 
Predeftination :  It*is  a  coraniafl.  Caril'of '.' 
carnal'  Reaibn;  how  can  itetjapLxt$s&t\ 
fo  many  Perlbns,  and  fore-ordlin  them  to '. 
Deftru&ion?    It  feems  moft  contrary,  to' 
his  (Soodnefs  andWHBom,  to  have- fudr.  „ 
an  End  of  eternal  Wedeftination  before." 
Km,  in  the  creating  of  fo  many  Thou-. ; 
finds,,  to  make  Men  for  nothing  but  to  . 
damn'  them  ;  Here  c  vnai  Reafon,  which  : 
is  Enmity  to  God,  triumpfts ;  But  confider,. 
I  fay,  that  this  is  not  the  Lord's,  End  an4 
chief  Dclign  to  deftroy  Men  ;  even  as  it  . . 
is  not  his  Majefty's  firil  Look,  or  further 
Reach  to  give  unto  others  eternal  Life;  fo 
it  is  not  His  prime  Intent  to  fink  then*   . 
into    eternal    Death,,  as  if  tjiat    were  . 
his  Pleafure  and  Delight;  no  indeed,  net* 
tber  is  ttie  Creature's  Happinefs,  nor  its 
Mtfery  that  which  firft  mores  Him,,  or  is 
moftdefired  of  Him,  but  Himfelfonly^ 
and  He  cannot  move  out  ofhimfelfto  an/ 
Bufineis,  but  he.mufl  return  it  unto  Him- 
felf ;  therefore  the^wtffc  Preacher  exprefles. 
it  well*.  He  made  all  for  Himfelf  e*ett 
the  wicked  .for  the.  Day. of  Evil.;  It  war 
not  His  great  End  of  creating  wicked  Men 
I  to  damn  them,  or  crating  rjghteom  Mea 
u>  fave  them,,  but  both  are  for  a  further  . 
[  and  higher   End,  fer  Himfelf  and  Hi* 
own  Glory. 

All  Teem  to  agree  abourthU*  That  t^e 
great  End  of  all  the^Lord  sCounlel  and  Qe* 
crees,  is.  his  own  Glory  tobe-mani&Ant 
on  Men  and.  Angels;  and  .that this  muff 
be  fir  ft  in  his  Mind;  not  that  there  is  iirik 
or  laft  with  Him,buttofpeak  after.dte  Man- 
ner of  Men.  IfHfe  bad  many  Ttought* 
as  we  have,.das- would  be  HisBrflrThougb^  * 
and  in  this  one  Ptirpofe  this  Enrftfi chiefly.  , 
aimed  at.  and  all  other  Thiflgsaxe  by  the 
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Lords  Counfel,  fubordinate  to  this  as 
Means  to  compafs  that :  But  as  concerning 
die  Order  of  ttefe  Means,  and  confequently 
ofhisMajefty's  Purpoft  about  them,  Men 
by  examining  his  Majefty  according  to  the 
Creature's  Rules,  or  according  to  Senfe, 
bring  Him  down  far  below  His  awn  in- 
finite  Greatnefi.    Some  conceive,   chat 
chat  was  toft,  as  it  were,  in  His  Mind 
which  is  firft  done:  Looking  upon  the 
Execution  of  Hii  Pifrpbfe  in  the  Works  of 
Ms  Power,  they  imagine,  that  as  He  fiirflt 
created  Man  righteous,  Jo  this  was  His 
feft  Thought  Concerning  Man,  to  create 
Man  for  the  Glory  of  his  Goodnefs  and 
Fctover,  without  any  particular  Determi- 
nation as  yet  of  Hi?  End.   And  I  conceive, 
this  is  the  Thought  of  the  Multiude  of 
People  ;  they  think  God  was  difappointed 
jn.  His  Work,  when  they  hear  He  created 
Yuch  a  glorious  Creature,  that  is  now  be* 
come-  fo  miferitMe ;  they  cannot  believe 
chat  hi*  Majefty  had  all  this  Sin  and  Mif- 
cry  determined  with  Him  when  He  pur* 
.  pofed  to  create  him,  but  loot  upon  the 
Emergent  of  Man's  Fail  into  Sin  and  Mif- 
cry  as  a  Surprifi!  of hi*  Majefty  ;  as  if  He 
had  meant  another  Thing  in  creating  tim, 
and  lb  was,  upon  this  Occafon  of  Man's 
Sin,  driven  to  a  new  Confiiltation  about 
the  helping  of  the  Bufinefs,  and  mak- 
ing the  beft  out  of  it  that  might  be.    Thus 
through  Wifiom  the  World  knows  not 
God ;  they  think  God  altogether  like  ttaem- 
felves,  and  fo.  liken  Him  to  the  Builder  oi 
an  Houfe,  who  fet  nothing  before-  him  in 
doing  ib,  but  to  build  it  after  that  Manner 
for  his  own  Ends,  but  then  being  forprteed 
wuh  the  Fall  and  Ruin  of  it,  takes  a  new 
Adviferoent,  and  builds  it  up  again  upon 
another  furet  Foundation;  But  becauft 
they,  cannot  Jay,  that  God  takes  *ny  new 
AdvMemenif  in  Time,  but  muft  confeJs, 
fat  all  Hb  Counfcls  are  ereriafting  con- 


cerning ail  the  Works  of  His  Hands; 
Therefore  they  bring  in  Fore-knowledge 
to  fmooth  their  irreligious  Conceit  of  God, 
as  if  the  Lord,  Upon  His'  Purpofe  of 
creating  Man,  had  foreseen  what  ihould 
befall  him.  and  fo  purpofed  to  permit  it 
to  be  fo,  that  out  of  it  He  might  ereft 
fome  glorious  Fabrick  of  Mercy  and  JuP 
tice  upon  the  Ruins  of  Man;  Aod  that 
little  or  nothing  may  be  left  to  the  abfolute 
Sovereign  Will  Of  God,  to  which  the 
Scripture  i^ribes  all  Things,  they  muft 
again  imagine,  that  upon  His  Purpofe  of 
/ending  Chrift  to  lave  Sinners,  he  is  yet 
undetermined  about  the  particular  End  of* 
particular  Men,  but  watches  on  the  Tower 
of  Fore-knowledge  to  efpie  what  they  will 
do,  whether  Men  will  believe  in  His  Son 
or  not,  whether  they  will  perfevere  in 
Faith  or  not,  and  according  to  Hi$  Ob- 
ftrvatiarr-  of  their  Doings,   fo   He  ap- 
plies his  own  Will  to  carve  out  their  Re- 
ward or  Portion  of  Life  or  Death.  Tbefe 
are  even  the  Thoughts  which  are  inbred  ' 
in  your  Breafts  by  Nature ;  that  which  the 
learned  call  Arrmniankfm,  is  nothing  elfe 
tut  the  carnal  Reafon  of  Mens  Hearts, 
'which  is  Enmky  to  God ;  it  is  that  very 
Difputanon  which  Paul  in  this  Cbap.  ex- 
claims againft,  JVbo  art  ihou,  O  Man.  - 
thai  difputes. 

But  certainly,  all  this.  Contrivance  is 
nothing  befeeming  the  Wiflom  or  Sove- 
reignty of  God,  but  refleAs  upon  both ; 
upon  his  Wifdom,  that  he  ihould  have 
Thoughts  oi  creating  the  moft  noble  of  his 
Creatures,  andyetbeinfufpenfc*boutthe  . 
End  of  the  Creature,  and  have  that  in  Un- 
certainty what  Way  his  Glory  (hall  indeed 
be  manifested  by  it.  b  it  not  the  firft 
and  chief  Thought  of  every  wife  Man, 
what  He  intends  and  dims  at  in  his  Work, 
and  according  to  the  Meafiire  and  Reach 
of  His  Wifflav,  fo  he  reaches  further  in  < 
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IBs  End  and  Purpofe?    Shall  we  then 
anoore  the  only  wife  God  fo  far  to  have 
mftaken  Hunfelf,  as  to  do  that  which  no 
wife  Man  would  do :  He  who  is  of  hich 
m  infinite  Reach  of  Wifdom  and  Under- 
to  fall  upon  the  Thoughts  of 
fiach  an  excellent  Creature,  and  y£t 
to  ly  in  fiifpenfe  within  Himfeif  about 
Ae  eternal  Eftate  of  it,  and  to  be  in  a 
waking  Fofture  what  way  his  Glory  fhould 
he  snanifefted  by  it ;  whether  in  a  Way 
of  fimple  Goodnefs  only,  or  in  a  Way  of 
Juftkc,  or  in  a  Way  of  Mercy,  till  He 
fcjaki  foresee  off  the  Tower  of  Fore- 
knowledge how  that  Creature  (hould  be- 
have it  ieJf.    Our  Text  ipeaks  not  thus : 
For  in  the  Place,  Epb.  i.  we  have  the 
Lord  in  bis  eternal  Purpofe  carving  out 
k>  fiich  and  fiich  particular  Perfons  an  In- 
heritance, and  Adoption  of  Children,  fot 
that  "git&r  End  of  the  Gory  of  his  Grace, 
*>Vr.  ii.  and  5,  6.    And  Predeftination 
fills  our,  not  according  to  our  Carriage, 
tour  according  to  *e  Purpofe  of  Him  who 
works  ail  Things  that  He  works  after 
tbe  GoHitfil  of  His  own  Will,  without 
confching  our  WiH  ;  and  if  you  enquire 
are  thefe  all  firings,  certainly,  we 
take  it  Amply  for*  aH  <tbings  that 
are  at  all,  or  have  any   real  Being:  His 
Power,  bis  Hand  mud  be  in  it,  and  that 
according  to  his  own  Counfel,  without 
refpeft  had  to  the  Creature's* Will,  accor- 
<fiog  to  His  own  good  Pleafore,  F7erm  $, 
n.  He  had  no  fooner  a  Thought  of  work- 
ins  ■**  making  Man,  but  this  Purpofe  was 
in  it,  to  make  fuch  Men  to  the  Praife  of 
his  glorious  Grace,  and  to  foreordain 
them  to  an  Inheritance,  and  others  to 
make  or  .&  them  for  Deftru&ion,  as  the 
Text,  Rom.  ix.  as.  bears.    Herein  the 
grot  and  uafcarchable  Wifdom  of  God 
appears  to  he  a  great  Depth,  that  when 
tic  hatha  Thought  of  nuking  fuch  a  Vef- 


fel,  he  hath  this  Purpofe  in  theBofom  of*, 
what  Ufe  it  (hall  be  for,  whether  for  Ho- 
nour or  Dilhonour,  and  accordingly  in  his 
Counfel  he  prepares  it-cither  to  Glory,  or 
Deftru&ion,  and  in  Time  makes  it  fit  for 
its  Ufe,  either  by  Sin  or  Grace :  Here  is 
the  Depth  that  cannot  be  founded  by  mortal 
Men,  O  tbe  Depth  of  tbe  Miches  both  of 
his  ffifdom  and  Knowledge !  How  un* 
fearcbable  are  bis  Judgments  t  and  bis 
trays  pafi  finding  out  i  The  whole  Te- 
nour  of  the  Scripture  Jhews  that  his  Ma* 
jefty  was  not  furprifed,  and  taken  at  un- 
awares by  uddam'%  Fall,  but  that  it  fell 
out  according  to  the  determined  Counfel 
of  his  Will.  If  he  knew  it,  andfcffered  it 
to  be,  certainly  he  permitted  it,  becaufe 
he  willed  it  (hould  be  fo  ;  And  why  may 
he  not  determine  that  in  his  holy  Coun- 
fel which  his  Wifdom  can  difabUfe  to  the 
moil  glorious  End  that  can  be  ?    Why 
may  nof  he  decree  fiich  a  Pall,  who  out 
of  Man's'  Ruihes  can  ereft  fuch  a  glorious 
Throne  for  his  Grace*  and  Juflfice  to 
triumph  into  ?  It  is  ttiore  for  the  Glory  of 
his  infinite  Wifflom,  to  bring  Good,  and 
fuch  a  Good,  out  of  Evil,  than  only  to 
permit  that  Good  (hould  be. 

Then  fuch  Doftrideis  repugnant  to  the 
Lord's  abfoiute  Power  and  Sovereignity, 
Which  is  Paufs  Sanftuary  whether  he 
fiies  unto  as  a'  fure  Re&ge,  from  the 
Stroke  or  Blaft  of  carnal  Reafon.  Hath 
not  tbe  Potter  Power  over  tbe  Clay,  to 
make  of  tbe  fame  Lump,  one  reffel  to 
Honour,  and  another  to  Dijbonottr,  Ver. 
2i.  Hath  not  the  Lord  more  abfoiute 
Dominion  over  us,  than  the  Potter  hath 
over  the  Clay,  for  the  Potter  made  not 
the  Clay,  but  the  Lord  hath  made  us  of 
nothing;  fo  that  Amply  and  abfolutely  we 
are  His,  and  not  ow  own,  and  fo  he  hath 
an  abfoiute  Right  fo  mate  any  Ufe  of  us 
he  pleafes,  without  confuting  our  Wills 
O  and 
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and  Odervinfla.  Caaany  Man  quarrel- 
tea*  for  pmpadng;  him  t*  Defeirftafe 
firang.he  oa*et  nothing.  a*ang  Mao*  hut 
mar  do  with  hi*  own  what.be  plea&e? 
What  if  Go<L  willing  to.  mate  known:  his< 
Eowen.and  Joffice*  and  Wrath,  have 
fitted  and  prepared  fane  VeflTefc  fbc  De* 
fxuAian,  writhwhkh,  int  Timet  bf  hears. 
mucb>,  and  focbtats,  kingi,  ufin&muBln  Pa- 
tience towjudi  them?  Gan.  09  Man 
Aalfrnge  him'  for  ir?  Kit.  s&  lad 
wJtat,  if.God  willing  to-mafe  known-th* 
Baches  o£hU;Gracti  naaepsefpiiedlMie* 
YeOels.tQ  GJoiy,  fl»U.aotfMaa*E?frbft 
K*iL  becaufe  he  a  Good?  JPe*.  *k 
Shall Maabe  lea  to.be  hia  awifcEMfeafer* 
aad.th&Shapec  o£hiikOwii  Fortuoe?  Suae 
itwjujjot  (awith^^iteaodjBcdCths^ 
woe  alibaift  the:  Womb;.  i£  there  watanp 
EterogOTA,  Efim  theddt&had  it,  they 
bad.  done  neither  Good  nor-EfiU  What 
Difference  waa  than  between  ihanvto<afl 
aheBallaaceofhiaWill?    Canjouimar 

S"  e  any  ?  Indeed  carnal  Kaafen.  wilt 
,  that  God  fererknew. what  tbfljrwouW 
do,  and  Ibhecbofe^rreieded them:  But, 
why  doth,  not  the  Apoftle.  anfiaerthusrun- 
to  that  Objection  of  Unrighteoofoefi  in 
God;  .Fcr.  14J  It  had  beea  ready  *nd 
plains  but  rather,  he  oppofesthe  Will  and 
Calling  o£God»  to  all  Workspaft,  or  to 
come  >  he  gives  no  Aniwer  hut. this*  He 
will  have  Mercy  becauft  be  voiU  have 
Mercy,  that  ix  the  fiipream  Jkule  o£Righ» 
teou&efi,  and  hitherto  muft  we  flee,  as 
the  foreft  Anchor  ok  our  Hope  and  Sta- 
bility ;  our  Salvation  depends  not  on  our 
willing  or  running,  on  our  rciolviqg  or 
doing,  but  upon  this  primitive  goodYlea- 
Sire  and  Will  of  God,  on  which  han|i 
qur  willing*  and  runnings  and  obtaining, 
B  is  certainly  an.unorArly  Order,,  to  flee 
unto  thai  in  Men*  for  th?  Caufe  ofrSorifs 
etwaal  Uouafi^,^duclMwly  Jtowi;  from 


hie  etaaaab  Counfet  E&.  k  4.  Hefc 
he  dmfiai-us  becaufe  htdidfcre-hnMe  that 
wti  would  he  Holy*  and  witkoat  Wait 
ac  Mfca  think?  Or  hath  he  net  cache* 
chofea  us  ta  be  Holy  and  witfaDutBtaaae^ 
.hk  cannot  behold  aop  Good  or  Erf*  ha 
;th*  Cseamse*  ritt  ho.  Wile  pafe  a  Star 
jteaGe  upon,  it*  foe  faro  whence  fcouldia 
come? 

.  Seeing  ten*  thie  Otde*  an*  Gaunt 
veuc^off  God**  FUrpefeJebutftipied,  m 
feemr  00  feme  rhacthe  aaa*  ownmj  M» 
ttod  wese.  mom  (unable,  even  »  the 
fioilcs  of  Wifikm^  You  know  what* 
fiafc  i*  Mane  Intention^]*  lafrin  Ea» 
cuiunM  the  End  i*.  fbrft  in  their  MWL 
than  the  Mean*  ta*craipa&  that. End:  But 
ia-Piaake  apia*  Men  &U»  fir*  upon,  the 
Means*  andbp  than^comeadength  toae* 
tain  ihete  End ;,  theiiefiire  thefe  whu 
woulA  hsaathafcftcftasiir  were  in.  Gadf* 
Mind*  whidifhe  doth  UrA,  do  even  croft 
commoa  Rulea.  af  fceafen  in  Iiiiiiim 
VUua:  hwouidfeenu  then:  (&jrftttnr> 
that  thta-  Method  might  do  well,  that 
what  ia  laft  in  his  Eieomoa,  waa.  firfbut 
(tie.  Eurpjafe,  nLby  Um  intended  aa  thr 
End  of  what  ha  daib  fLrft^  and  lb  fcroe 
do  rant  hia  Decrees;  tharhebadflBOra 
Though  of  giorifyiag  Man,,  andtoiatoda 
thir End  he  purpaftdto  &rt  bma-Omtm, 
and  fi»  thiaPurpofe tafiiftn Una. to  fti^ 
and  forall  to  create  bioa-'  ButwrmtA 
not  look  thus  upon  it  either:  &  wema 
fooliftr  and  ridiculous  Gouafeli  imhefcen* 
ing  the  poor  Wifdem  of  Man,  to-  parpoft 
the  glorifying  of  Man  whaiahehadnot 
yet  determined  to  create-;-  thewfiwe  wa 
(hould  always  have  in  our  Mind,  thatttUa 
graai End  and frcyeftof  all trthrGlovyE 
of  Us  Mercy  and  Juftce  upon  Men* 
and  das  we  nay  conceive  iafirft  in 
oidar,  nakheff  Mens  Life  narBeatfa^ta* 
GodscCtoax  ia  htsmifHMvfpaMk** 
^  He* 
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of** 

Severed, 

upon  all  that  is  done  ia 
amplest  atd  hove  Mam 
*&*£&*  Mhufcl£  fothstooeofthem 
ll  on  fcdfb«»ttxr*n  MsMmd,  batal- 
Par  attaining  this,  be  porpofix 
be  ordains  the  Fttl  of  til 
Mm  intoaStateof  SmandMifeljr,  and 
fape  of  thefe  apon  whom  lie  bad  fdblr- 
art  ».  4bew  his  Mercy,  he  gives  them  to 
CUR  to  be  redeemed,  and  related  by 
Others  he  fore-oidatai  them  to 
Ad  ail  to  sconce,  without 
m§  fitch  Order  as  we  imagine  :    Now 
"  he  imnd  all  this  at  once  and  to- 
,  yettt  doth  aoc  Mnct  follow  that 
£  muft  be  eaecoced  together,  as 
aMao  intends  to  build  a  Houftfor 
bk  own  Accommodation,  there  are  many 
fetheHoufe,  upon  which  be  hath 
it  rurpofes:  But  yet  they  muft 
be  fcmally*  aod  in  fomc  Order  done : 
FirftAe  Foundation  laid,  then  the  Walk 
then  the  Roof  put  on;  yet  he  did 
intend  the  Foundation  to  be  for  the 
or  the  WaUs  for  the  Roof*  but 
:r  for  himfelf :  Ergn  fo  the  Lord 
fwpole*  to  glorify  Us  Mercy  and  Juftice 
ttpoo  a  certain  Number  of  Perfcns,  and 
lor  tfab  End  to  give  them  a  Being,  to  go- 
vern their  failing  into  Mifsry,  to  raife 
feme  out  of  It  by  a  Mediator,  and  to  leave 
into  it  to  Definition,  and  an  this 
incire  Mean  to  ilhiftrate  His  glori- 
ous Mercy  and  Juftice  ;  but  thefe  Things 
thtm&lves  muft  be  done  not  all  at  once, 
but  one  before  apother,  either  as  their 
own  Nature  require*,  or  as  he  pleafes : 
The  very  Nature  of  the  Thing  requires 
that  Man  he  created  before  he  (in,  that 
he  fin  and  All  befdfe  a  Mediator  fuflttr 
<t  bis  Sin,  aod  that  he  have  a  Betof  be* 


he  hare  aflorious  fieiat>  sad  ah*r 
he  hare  a  fmftii  aad  mifaahle  Being,  be- 
fore be  have  this  glorious  aad  gracious 
Being,  which  amp  aemfeJUheGraot  aad 
Mercy  of  God  :£ot4tt*  the  fkafcre  eftht 
lord  that  4eiora«aes  ia  what  Time  ami 
Order  Ohriflr  A*il  isffer,  either  befo*  or 
after  the  Coaverioa  of  Sinner*  or  whe- 
ther Sinners  ftuW  be  prefeetly  iafteted 
an  Glory  and  perfectly  delivered  from  alt, 
Sin  u  their  fir*  Convention  or  taly  ia 
fart  during  this  Life. 

Seeing  then  this  was  his  Majefiy's  Fur» 
pofe  to  make  fo  many  Veflcfr  of  Honour, 
upon  whom  be  aug**  glorifte  the  Riches 
of  hb  Grace  and  Mercy  \  And  fo  many 
VefiMs  of  Wrath,  upon  whom  he  might 
Ihew  the  Power  of  his  Anger  t  You  may 
think  what  needed  all  this  fiutinefs  of 
Man's  Redemption,  might  net  God  hare 
other  preferred  fo  many  as  be  had  qp» 
pointed  to  Glory  from  felling  into  Sin  and 
Mftery,  or  at  lesft  have  freely  pardoned 
their  Sin  without  any  Satisfaction,  and 
dm  of  the  enetdb*  Riches  of  hit 
Mercy  and  Power*  hare  aa  Well  not  im- 
puted Sin  to  them  at  alU  as  imputed  their 
Sins  to  Chrift,  who  was  not  guilty? 
What  needed  his  giving  To  many  to  die 
Son  and  the  Son's  receiving  them?  What 
needed  thefe  Myfteries  of  Incarnation*  of 
Redemption,  feeing  he  might  have  done 
all  this  Amply  without  fo  much  Pains  and 
Efcpence?  Why  did  hechoofe  this  Way? 
Indeed,  that  is  the  Wonder,  and  if  there 
were  no  more  End  for  h,  but  to  confound 
Morality  that  dare  ask  Him  what  he 
doth,  it  is  enough ;  fhould  he  be  called 
down  to  the  Bar  of  human  Reafen,  to 
give  an  Account  of  Ml  Matters?  ^i» 
bath  known  tbe  MM  of  tbe  Lord,  ar 
beintbls  Cttonfeilmtr  both  taught  Him} 
TO?  ts  In  Off  Depths  of  his  unfe|tth» 
able  Understanding,  that  Hccbofe  toga 
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this  round,  and  to  compafi  his  End  by 
fiich  a  ftrange  Circuit  of  Means,  when  he 
might  have  done  it  (imply  and  direftly 
without  fo  much  Pains ;  yet  it  is  not  Jo 
hidden,  but  he  hath  revealed  as  much  as 
may  fatisfy  or  filence  aM  Flefli :  For  we 
muft  confider,  that  Ms  great  Project  is 
not  fimply  to  manifeft  the  Glory  of  his 
Goodnefs,  but  of  his  gracious  and  merci- 
ful Goodnefs,  the  mod  tender  and  eicel 
lent  of  all;  and  therefore  Man  muft  be  mi- 
serable, finful,  and  vile,  that  the  Riches  of 
tois  Grace  may  appear  in  choofrog  and 
Aving  luch  Perfons:  But  thtt  it  may  ap- 
pear alfo  how  acellent  he  could  mate 
~Man,  and  how  vain  all  created  Perfeftf- 
©ns  are,  beii^  left  to  themfelves ;  there- 
fore he  firft  made  Man  rightepus,  and 
being  fallen  into  Sin  and  Mifery,  he  might 
fhraightway  have  reftored  him  without 
more  ado,  but  his  Purpofe  was  to  give  an 


exaft  Demonftration  of  Mercy,  tempered 
and  mixed  with  Juftice  ;  and  therefore 
he  finds  out  the  Satisfaction  in  his  eternal 
Counfel,  1  have  found  a  .Ranfom^znd 
fo  he  ehoofes  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  the  Head 
of  thefe  chofen  Soul*  in  whom  they  might 
be  again  reftored  unto  eternal  Life  ;  and 
thefe  Souls,  he,  in  his  everlafting  Purpofe, 
gives  over  to  the  Son  to  be  redeemed,  and 
thefe  the  Son  receives.  And  thus  the 
Glory  of  Mercy  and  Juftice  (bines  moft 
brightly,  yea,  more  brightly,  than  if  he  had 
at  firft  pardoned.  O  how  doth  his  Love 
and  Mercy  appear,  thaj  he  will  transfer 
our  Sins  upon  his  Holy  Son,  and  accept 
that  Redemption  for  us :  And  his  Juftice, 
that  a  Redemption  and  Price  he  muft  have, 
even  from  his  Son,  when  once  he  comes 
in  the  Stead  of  Sinners ;  And  in  this  Point 
do  the  Song*  of  Eternity  concenter;    . 


Rom.  ix.  «.  Whet  tfGod  witting  to  fbcw  bis  Wr*th%  and  to  mak*m  bis 

Power  known,  endured  with  much  bngjvffer'mg  ibe  Veffels  of  Wratby 

pud  to  DeftruShen. 
Eph.  i.  11.  Tn  whom  alfo  we  bave  obtained  an  Inheritance,  being  predef- 

tinatedaccordlng  to  the  Purpofe  of  bin,  who  worketb  All  things  after 

tbeOmfel^oisownWili. 


w 


rE  are  now  upon  a  high  Subjea; 
Wgh,  indeed,  for  an  eminent 
Apoftle,  much  more  above  our  Reach  ; 
the  very  Consideration  of  God's  infinite 
Wiflom  might  alone  fuffice  to  reftrain 
our  unlimited  Thoughts,  and  fcrve  to  fo- 
ber  our  Minds  wkh  the  Challenge  of  our 
awn  Ignorance  and  .Darknefs,  yet  the 
van  and  wicked  Mind  of  Man  will  needs 
quarrel  with  God,  and  ■  enter  the  Lifts  of 
Difpwtioa. '  *iib. .  Aim.*  atat  rfc  **Pr 


teoufiefs  and  Wifdom  in  the  Counfel 
of  Election  antf  Reprobation ;  But  wbo 
art  thou,  O  Man,  thai  repBeft  againjt 
God,  or  dtfputts  *  Ver.  20.  This  is 
a  Thing  not  to  be  difputed,  but  believed ; 
and  if  ye  will  believe  no  more  than  ye  caa 
comprehend  by  Senfe  or  Reaibn,  then  ye 
give  his  Majefty  no  more  Credit  than  to 
weak  (nortal  Man.  Whatever  fecret 
Thoughts  do  rife  up  in  thy  Heart  when 
thgii  beareft  <f,  God's  foreordaining  Men! 

to. 
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to  eternal   Life,  without  previous  Fore- 
%hc  or  Confideration  of  their  Doihgs,  and 
preparing  Men  to  eternal  Wrath,  for  the 
fraife  of  his  Juftice,  without   previous 
Confideration  of  their  Pefervings,    and 
piffing  a  definitve  Sentence  upon  the  End 
of  all  Men,  before  they  do  either  Good 
or  Evil  r   When  ever  any  fecret  Surmifes 
rife  in  thy  Heart  againft  this,  learn  to  an- 
iWer  thus,  enter  not  the  Lifts  of  Difputa- 
tioQ  with  corrupt  ReaJbn,  but  put  in  this 
Bridle  of  the  Fear  of  God's  Greatnefs,  and 
4e  Conlcience  of  thy  own  Bafenefs,  and 
Uxxir  co  reftrain  thy  undaunted  and  wild 
Blind  by  it.  Ponder  that  well,  who  thou  art 
who  difpures  ;  who  God  h,  againft  whom 
thou  difputes,  and  ifthouhavefpoken  once, 
thou  wilt  fpeak  no  more :  What  thou  art, 
who  is  as  Clay,  formed  out  of  nothing, 
what  be  is,  who  is  the  Former ;  and  hath 
nor  tfee  Pbtter  Power  over  the  Clay  ? 
Confider  but  how  great  Wicked nefs  it  is, 
to  much  as  to  queftion  him,  or  ask  an 
Account  of  his  Matters.    After  you  have 
fcund  Ms  Will  to  be  the  Caufe  of  all  Things, 
ihen  to  enquire  farther  into  a  Caufe  of  his 
Will  which  is  alone  the  Self  rule  of  Righ- 
teoufhefs ;  it  is  to  feek  fomething  above 
his  Will,  and  to  reduce  his  Majefty  into  the 
Order    of  Creatures  :  It  is  moft  abomi- 
nable  Ufurpation   and  Sacrilege,  for  both 
it   robes  him  of  his  Royal  Prerogative, 
and  inflates  the  bale  Foot/tool  into  his 
THirone :  But  know,  that  certainly  God 
will  overcome  when  he  is  judged.  PJa/. 
fi.  6.     If  thou  judge  him,  he  will  condemn 
thee  ;  if  thou  oppugn   his  abfolute  and 
hQly  Decrees,  he  will  hold  thee  faft  bound 
by  them  to  thy  Condemnation  ;  he  needs 
no  other  Defence,  but  to  call  out  thy 
own  Conlcience  againft  thee,  and  bind 
tbee  over     to  Deftru&ion ;    therefore, 
as  one  faith  well,  Let  the  Aajbnefs  of 
tfoti  be  grained  from  feeki^  that 


wbicb  is  not,  left  per  adventure  they  find 
that  wbicb  is  ;  feek  not  a  Reafbn  of  hit 
Purpofes,  left  peradyenture'thou  find  thy 
own  Death  and  Damnation  infolded  it 
them. 

Paul  mentions  two  Objections  of  car- 
nal and  fleftily  Wifdom  againft  this  Doc- 
trine of  Election  and  Reprobation,  which 
indeed  contain  the  Sum  of  all  that  is  ven- 
ted, and  invented  even  to  this  Day,  tode- 
fiJe  the  fpotlefs  Truth  of  God :  All  the 
Whifperings  of  Men  tend  to  one  of  thefe 
two,  either  to  juftify  themfelves,  or  to 
accufe    God  of  Unrighreoufnefs  ;  And. 
(hall  any  do  it  and  be  guiltlefs?    I  con- 
fefs,  fome  oppofe  this  Doftrine,  not  to 
much  out  of  an  Intention  of  accufing  God, 
as  out  of  a  prepofterous  and  ignorant  Zeal. 
for  God;  even  as  Job'%  Fjiends  did  (peak 
much  for  God.     Nay,  but  it  was  not 
well  fpoken,  they  did  but  fpeak '  wickedly 
for  him : .  Some  fpeak  much  to  the  De- 
fence of  his  Righteoulheis  and  Hplinefs*. 
and  under  Pretence  of  that  Plea  make  it  in- 
confiftcnt  with  thefe,  to  fore-ordain  to  Life 
or  Death  without  the  Fore-fight  of  .their 
Carriage  ;  But  (hall  they  fpeak  wickedly 
for  God,  or  will  he  accept  their  Peribn? 
He  who  looks  into  the  Secrets  of  the  Heart 
knows  the  Rife  and  Bottom  of  fuch  De- 
fences and  Apologies  for  his  Holinefs,  to 
be  partly  Self  love,  partly  narrow  and  li- 
mited Thoughts   of  him,  drawing  him 
down  to  the  Determinations  of  his  own 
greateft  Enemy,  carnal  Reafon.   'Since 
Men  will  afcribe  him  no  Righteoufhefs, 
but  fuch  a  one  of  their  own  lhaping,  con* 
formed  to  their  own  Model;  do  they 
not  indeed  rob  him  of  his  Holinefs.  and* 
Righteoufnefs. 

I  find  two  or  ihree  Objections  which 
may  be  reduced  to  this  Head.  Eirft,  It 
feems  Unrighteoofhefs  with  God,  tb  pre. 
deftinate  Men  to  eternil  Death,  without 
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4rir  oviwerU  {fefrriqg,  or  moj  Far* 
thffttbtofjt:  That  facfe*  any  Man  had 
*  Sitae  ftrf  Amid  h*f*  teen  in  bit 
Counfel,  fitting  To  many  to  Deftru&iofl. 
hii&H  *  fcm&M#Zinitf  xbeCrea- 
««*,  10  f****  4htm  for  that  6in  and 
dSonupflta,  w*o  which  by  ft  *ter*4 
Cptwtfel  they  were  fere-ordained  ?  Thk 
fc  e*eo  ihtt  wtteh  *«tf  objnftstn  him- 
frf.  //  **w  UmitKeeu/nefswitb  God  ? 
JbkaptUtfidtootfK&iDhate  j^fotfce- 
6>rt  he  defcrref  k  ?  fe  t*  not  unrighteous. 
*>  «4judfjt  him  to  Death  before  he  do 
«ril?  vrr.  14.  Let  Paul  anfirer  lor  us, 
^cdfiHUdt  Why,  ThareneedsnP  mere 
Anfor,  tat  *U  Thought*  or  WoraU 
w&hmiykijhe  kaft  rtAeft  i*oa  hk 
JHttmeft,  are  Abamnanofi ;  tho'  we 
Wttld  not  tell  tow  it  k  ritf*e*u«.and  ho- 
Jy  with  Urn  to  do  ft*  r*  this  we  rouft 
«kl  that  k  k.  It  k  hk  owo  Property  to 
4»mprefatadthe  fttafro  of  hk  Counfek ; 
ttisoir  Duty  to  believe  what  he  reveik 
«f  then,  wkbnut  further  Enquiry  :  He 
leUaus,  thnttbuskk, dearer inthkChq*. 
ear  %  thk  fir  then  we  muft  believe:  He 
teik  us  not  how  k  k,  then  fiirthtr  we 
AohU  not  define  10  learn  -9  God  in  keep* 
tag  Silence  of  that,  may  put  us  to  Silence, 
nftd  make  ua  conceive,  that  there  is  a 
Depth  to  be  admired,  not  founded.  Yet 
fee  goeth  a  little  further,  and  indeed  u 
ttghucanbe,  to  God  a  Wilt  Ht  kttb 
Mercy  tkwbombe  will,  md  wham  be 
millbebardinetb.  Mow  further  he  can- 
skx  gp,  for  there  k  nothing;  above  thk. 
Wemtydeftendfromthk,  hut  we  cannot 
nkend,  or  rife  above  k.  But  k  thk  any 
Anfwer  to  the  Argument  f  A  S#phifter 
could  prefik  further,  and  take  Ad  vantage 
from  that  wry*  Ground ;  Whe^  la  not 
thk  to  tAaUifca  metr  Tyranny  in  the 
Load,  that  he  cfth  all  Ttog*  of  meet 
Wm  tti  Hcafare,  dft&um  Rewards 


aod  funUhmems  without  previous  €on- 
Iteration  pf  Mens  Carriage  ?  But  here  we 
nuift  ftaod^andg)  no  further  fan  theSoctp- 
tures  walk  with  us  ;  whateverReafons  or 
Caufe*  may  be  affigrjett  jet  certainly,  we 
fliuft  at  length  come  up  thither :  AO  Thin*! 
av.  becaufehe  b  willed,  and  why  wille* 
we  (hpujd  not  ask  a  ReaTon*  becaufe  his 
Will  u  fuwvram  Reafoc!,  and  the  verr 
Self-rule  <if  all  Jkghtenu&dfc:  Therefor 
if  once  we  know  bis  Will,  we  fooutf 
prefeotly  conclude  that  it  k  moft  righ- 
teous and  holy.  If  that  Evafion  of  the 
Foreknowledge  of  Mens  Sins  and  Impend 
tenqr  had  been  found -foJkt  certainly, 
foul  would  have  anfrered  fo,  and  no* 
have  had  bk  Hefcge  to  the  afafiJute  Will 
and  riea&re  of  God,  which  feems  to  per- 
plex it  more ;  but  he  knew  welUhat  there 
could  nothing  of  that  kind,  whether  Good 
or  Evil,  eitner  aftually  be  without  bk 
Will  or  be  to  come  without  the  Deter- 
mination of  the  fame  Will,  aod  h  could 
not  be  forefeeu  without  the  Oounfel  of 
hk  Will  upon  it;  and  therefore  it  had 
been  hut  x  poor  Shift  to  have  Refuge  to 
that  ftaruncHole  of  Fore-knowledge,  out 
of  which  he  muft  prefently  flee  to  the 
Will  and  Pkafiire  of  God,  and  fa  he  be- 
takes him  firaight  Way  to  that  he  muft 
hold  at,  and  oppofcs  that  Will  to  Man's 
Doings.  ItifnoiofMmttowUkttttcc. 
If  he  had  meant  only  thatJacoSzodfyau 
had  aAually  done  neither  Good  nor  Evil, 
he  needed  not  return  to  the  San&uary  of 
God's  Will,  for  ftiU  u  might  be  &id,  it 
k  of  him  that  runs  and  wills,  and  not  of 
God's  Will  as  the  fir  ft  Original,  becaufe 
their  Good  and  Evil  forefeen  did  move 
him  to  iuch  Love  and  Hatred.  Itkalla- 
like  of  Works  and  of  Men,  whether  thefe 
Works  be  prefcut  or  to  come;  There- 
fore,  I  would  advife  every  one  of  you. 
whatever  ye  coMrfYe  of  hk  Judgment  or 

Mercy* 


G^ha*b9U&aB71nn£tfaHiJ9<mQterf.      \u 


mfr'dkilnm  *m*  tfaof  *>7**> 

»*«*■*  tern*  *  tfhe  Height 
lb  m*alfra*F*rpQfc  $  andif  ihea 
ic<fe*  *p  Sfe  an*  M*iyr  ami  Jiiigr 
tt>  dtoa  My  gviip  arlfo  nr  i«  holy 
tt&fe,  fer  che  Gfery  of  hn  Name, and 
MT  *f  fetf  with  theaa ;  but  it  fcall-be 
*elpc4Httfcr  thee  itf  the  Thought  of 
rMferim  to  remnr  alwaya^wkhm,  and 
Rh.  the  Corruption  of  thy  Natuse, 
to  may  alone  make  fee  hateful  e- 
Drfl  to  Cod  If  thou  fearch  thy  own 
ttfctonce,  it  witt  ifop  thy  Mouth,  and 
to  the*  guilty  before  God.  Let  not 
r  Tfaight  of  his  eternal  Counfels 
tirafll  thd  Comriftion  of  thy  Guilt*  or 
?Ruftd  of  thy  fclf>  foe  Sin  and  Cor- 
Xfiotv  but  dwell  more  conftanriy  upon 
i«  becaufe  thou  art  called  and  command- 

fo  to  <tei  One  tbtag  renuin*  fired 
jougiv  lie  fcwh-  fore-ordained  Men  to 
artij  yet  none  flail  be  damned  oil 
i  Coufctertce  be  forced  to  fijr,  rhar  he  is 
jrthy  of  it  a'thooflnd  Timet. 
There  is  anothe*  WhUperiitg  andSug- 
fcon  <tf  the  wicked  Heart*  of  Men  ad- 
rift the  Predeftinattoia  of  <Jod,  which 
iouates  that  God  is  an  Accepter  of  Per- 
r,  and  fo  accuftshlmdf  pardal-and  un- 
hteou*  Dealing,  becaufc  be  deals  not 
ttlly  with-  all  Men.  Do  ye  nor  lay 
i  within  your  (elves*  If  he  fad  all  Guil- 

Why  does  he  Hot  pUrtifo  all  ?    Why 
m-  be  fparefome  r    And  if  lie  look  up- 
i  gtT  Men  in-  his  firft  and  primitive 
XMgft  of  them,  a*  neither  dbirtg  Good 
fBrii;  Why  does  he  not  haf*  Meicy 
4U»-    Batistbj  Bfnvil*beoauf*  be 
(M?  Maybcnotdowirtihifrownas' 
•  flbfe?  Ie*Wift  tar  n«ffdfbr  to 
m&M*  (M*-M«be  dKpleafatand* 
>we**bran§iy?    Of ,  becaofe he  o£» 
ii*  (haUte  b* 


by  a  *w*to  dak  wkhdl?    M 
not  he  bodr  jrit  art  njarcifvfe  M  ft  N 
AM  ftitt  that  ftelh  b*  fllewet  fbrti? 
If  he  putife  the*  rhotr  omft  not  coffr 
plain,  for  rttfu   detervea  it  >  If  kefhe* 
Mercy,  why  rtrould  any  quarrel,  far  ft  ft 
free  afrid  mdefefrec*  Grace*  >  by  fivjftt 
feme  be  Aiew*  his  Grace,  by  deVboyh* 
other*  he  JbcwJ  what  aH  defcrre.    God 
tih  far  from  being  art  Accepfef  of  P*i 
(on*  according  to  their  QuMtftatibht  titf 
Conditions,  that  hefcidt  ribtMng  to  aft* 
Creamre  to  caft  the   BaNmlce  of  Nfr 
Choice  ;  if  her  did  chbofe  Men  ft*  At* 
Works  Me,  or  ottwar*  PwBey^  jtf* 
refufe  others  for  the  Want  of  ihefc,  the*  k 
might  be  charged  on  him ;  but  be  rather 
goes   over    all    thefe,    nay,    he   Afcfc 
none  of  thefe  ;  in  his  firft  View  of  Me* 
he  beholds  them  all  alike,  a*d  notMty  »» 
determine  his  Mind  to  one  mote  tMy*-  ■ 
nother,  lb  that  Mi  Choice   proce>deih 
wholly  from  within  his  QwnfBNrt*;  g 
<toW  have  Merty  <m  wbm/w&i 

Bm  then  ThMy,  our  Hem  «$* 
agginft  the  Righteoufhefs  of  GCti*  (hat  ih^ 
fetal  Chain  of  Predelhnation  overuitbr  afi 
Exhortationr  and  Perfwafionrto  G^dUnefi^. 
all  Care  andBiBBence  mWelkdoing :  F6t 
thus  do  many' profane  Souls  concieVe,  AT 
be  hem  one Mhtit,  muf  D^&eorrn&it 
Hmi  then,  Wharneedi  pray r  Since  be* 
has  already  determined"  whar  flMlt  bevand: 
what  toll  become  of  me :  Hhr  Fu^ofr 
wilt  take  effetV  whether  I  praryr  6t  pnr^ 
nor;    xnyr  rrayfep  will' not  make"  him. 
change  hfrMindi  and'if  ir  be  in'UrMkltl 
he  will  do  it ;.  if  he  tarr^  appeinM  « 
foe  us,fci*d ;weftl»lie,  HiwWwVM '; 
if  be  hath.  appoidM'Ust&Belt^.d^  we 
mufV,.lifrarwtcaHv    Ifhmlbrtf  M*i, 
in  thirdefpetwBftirte*  thfor  tterdfrl^, 
headtongitw^  aH-MMrtet  of  Irtiqwi^  anL 
ch»  widi'Qrfgtoa^  gjdAgwt:    Iterd* 

«a»j 


iii       God  hath  made  all  Things  for  His  own  Glory. 


many  Souls  perifti  upon  the  tumbling  Stone 
kid  in  Ztoit,  and  wreft  the  Truths  and 
Counicls  of  God  to  their  own  Deftrufti- 
oo,  even  quite  contrary  to  their  true  In- 
tern and  Meaning.    Paul  (Epb.  i.  4.) 
ipeaks  another  Language,    He  batb  cbo 
Jin  us  in  Mm,  that  we  Jbould  be  holy 
and  without  Blame %    His  eternal  Coun- 
sel of  Life  is  fo  far  from  looting  the  Rein* 
.to  Mens  Lulls,  that  it  is  the  only  Certain 
'Foundation  of  "Holinefs ;  it  is  the  very 
Spring  and  Fountain  from  whence  our 
.SanCtificauon'    flows,    by    an '  infallible 
Court.    This  Chain  of  God's  Counfcb 
^concerning  us,  hath  alfo  linked  together  the 
£nd  and  the  Means,  Glory  and  Grace, 
Happinefs  and  Holinefs,  thai  there  is  no 
deftroying  of  them,    Without  Holinefs  it 
•is  impoJJMe  to  fee  God  ;  fo  that  thofe 
»who  expeCt  the  one  without  any  Defire  of, 
and  Endeavour  after  th*  other,  they  are  up- 
on* a  vain  Attempt  to  loofe  the  Links  of 
"tffis  eternal  Chain,  Rom.  viii.     It  is  the 
Only  eternal    choofing  hove   of  God, 
ff)kch  feparated  fo  m,iny  Souls  from  the 
common  Mifery  of  Men  ;  it  is  that  only 
which  in  Time  doth  appear,  arid  rife  as 
it  were  from    under    Ground,   in  the 
Streams  or  Fruits  of  SanCfificatjon;  and  if 
the  Ordinance  of  Life  Hand,  fo  rtui]  the 
Ordinance  of  Fruits,  Job.  xv.  \  6.     Eph. 
ii.  ia  If  he  hate  appointed  thee  to  Life,  it 
is  certain  he  has  alfo  ordained  thee  toFruits, 
and  chofen  thee  to  be  Holy;  fo  that  what- 
ever Soul  cafts  by  the  Study  of  this,  there' 
as  too  grofs  a  Brand  of  Perdition  upon  its 
Forehead.  It   is  true,  all  is  already  deter- 
mined with  him,  and  he  it  incapable  ot 
any  Change,  or  Shadow  of  turning  ;  no- 
thing then  wants,  but  he  'is  in  one  Mind 
about  it,  and  thy  Prayer  cannot  tarn  him: 
Yet  k  gedly  Soul  will  prav  with  more 
.Confidence,  beatufe  it  knows  that  as  he 
tftagpuoed  -upoh  all  its  Want*  and  Re- 


ceipts, fo  he  hath  appointed  this  to  be  the 
very  Way   of  obtaining  what  it  wants  ; 
this  is  the  Way  of  Familiarity  and  Grace, 
he  takes  with  his  own,  to  make  them 
call,  and  he  performs  hit  Purpofe  in  An- 
fwer  to  their  Cry.  But  fuppofe  there  were 
nothing  to  be  eipeCted  by  Prayer,  yet  I 
fay,  that  is    not  the  Thing  thou  (houldfl 
look  to,  but  what  is  required  of  thee  as 
thy  Duty,  to  do  that  Amply  out  of  Regard 
to  his  Majefty,  though  thou  (hould  never 
profit  by  it ;  this  is  trueObedience  to  ferve 
him  for  his  own  Pleafure,  though  we  had 
no  Expectation  of  Advantage  by  it :   Cer- 
tainly he  doth  not  -require    thy   Suppli- 
cations   for    this   End,    to   move  him, 
and  incline  his  Affections  toward  thee, 
but  rather  a  a  Teftimony  of  thy  Homage 
and  Subjection  to  him ;  therefore  tbough 
they  cannot  make  him  of  another  Mind 
than  he  it,  or  haften  Performance  be- 
fore his  purpofed  Time,  fo  that  in  reali- 
ty the?  have  no  Influence  upon  him,  yet 
in  praying,  and  praying  diligently,  thou 
declares  thy   Obligation  to  him,  and  re- 
lpe&  to  his  Majefty,  which  is  all  thou  haft 
to  look  10,  and  to  commit  the  Event  fole* 
1/  to  his  good  Pleafure. 

The  fecond  Objection  Paul  mentions, 
tends  to  juftifie  Men.  Why  then  doth  be  yet 
find  Fault,  who  batb  reffled  bis  Will  ? 
Since  by  his  Will  he  hath  chained  us  with 
an  inevitable  Neceffity  to  Sin,  what  can  we 
do  ?  Men  cannot  wreftle  with  him ;  why 
then  doth  he  condemn  and  accufe  them  ? 
But  who  art  thou  O  Man  who  dijputes 
ag&inft  God?  as  if  Paul  had  faid,  thou 
art  a  Man*  and  fo  I  am,  why  then  looks 
thou  for  an  Anfwer  from  me,  let  us  ra- 
ther both  confide*  whom  we  fpeak  of, 
whoni  thou  accufeft,  and  whom  I  defend  ; 
it  i&  God, '  what  art  thou  then  to  chargi 
him,  or  what  am  I  fo  to  clear  him?  fie 
lievwg  Ignorance  is  better  than  prefun 
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;  Knowledge;  efpecially  in  there  for* 
tkUea  Sdcrets.  in  which  it  is  more  con- 
to  be  ignorant  with  Faith  and  Ad- 
j  than  to  inow  with  Preemption. 
e„  thou,  O  Man*  I  wiQ  wonder  » re- 
ply thou,  I  will  believe.  Doth  it  become 
thee,  the  Clay  to  fpeak  ib  to  thy  Former. 
Why  baft  tbcu  made  me  thus?  Let  the 
Coofideratioa  of  the  ablblute  Right  and 
Dommioa  of  God  over  us.  more  than 


any  Creature  hath  over  another,  yea,  or 
over  themfelves,  let  that  reftrain  us,  and 
keep  us  within  Bounds.  He  may  do  with 
us  what  he  pleafetb,  for  his  own  Honour 
and  Praife,  but  it  is  his  Will  that  we  (hould 
leave  all  the  Blame  to  our  felves,  and  ra» , 
ther  behold  the  evident  Caufe  of  our  De* 
ftruMon  in  our  Sin,  which  is  nearer  us» 
than  to  fearch  into  a  fccret  and  incompre* 
henfible  Caufe  in  GoM's  CounfcL 


feb.  xl    3. 
.    made,  &c 


flrougb   Faith 
with  Gttu  i. 


we  underjta»d  that  tie  Worlds  were 


WE  ire  come  down  from  the  Lord's 
Furpofes  and  Decrees  to  the  Ex- 
ecuiiom  of  thenu  which  is  partly  in  the 
Works  of  Creation,  and  partly  in  the 
Works  of  Providence.  The  Lord  having 
'xdblvediipon  it  to  manUeft  his  own  Glo- 
sy,  dkL  in  that  due  and  predetermine 
Time,  .apply  his'own  Power  to  this  fiu- 
tmtb  ;  Having  in  great  Wifflom  conceiv- 
ed a  Frame  of  the  World  in  his  Mind 
from  all  Eternity,  he  at  length  brings  it 
forth,  and  makes  it  vifible.  We  (hall  not 
tafift  upon  the  particular  Story  of  it,  as  it 
is  fel  down  in  general,  but  only  point  at 
Some  Things  for  our  Inftru&on. 

Firft,  Ye  fee  who  is  the  Maker  of  all 
Tluflgs,  of  whom  all  Things  vifible  and 
invifiWe  are,  it  is  God.  And  by  this  he 
ufcth  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  from  Idols, 
and  the  Vanities  of  the  Nations,  that  he  is 
ihst  Self-being,  who  gave  all  Things  a 
Being,  who  made  the  Heavens  and  the 
Earth.  This  is  even  the  moft  glorious 
Manifeftation  of  an  invifible  and  eternal 
Being  •  Theft  Things  that  are  made,  (hew 
1Mb  forth.    If  a  Man  were  travelling  in- 


to a  far  Country,  and  wandered  into  a 
Wikternefc  where  he  could  fee  no  Inh* 
bitants,  but  only  Houfes,  Villages,  and 
Cities  built,  he  would  ftraight  way  con* 
ceive,  there  hath  been  fonate  Worbtnen  at 
this,  this  hath  not  been  done  cafually,  bur 
by  the  Art  of  fome  reaibnable  Creatures  ; 
how  much  more  may  we  conceive  wheat 
we  look  on  the  Fabrick  of  this  World, 
how   the    Heavens    are   ftretched    out 
for  a  Tent  to  cover  them  that  dwell  on 
the  Earth,  and  the  Earth  fetded  and  efta- 
blifhed  as  a  firm  Foundation  for  Men  and 
living  Creatures  to  abide  on,  how  all  are 
done  in  Wifdom  and  Discretion  ;  we  can- 
not but  ftraight  way  imagine  that  there 
muftbe  fome  curious  and  wife  Contriver, 
and  mighty  Creator  of  thefe  Things.    It 
is  here  faid,  that  ty  Faith  we  under  ft  and 
that  the  Worlds  were  made.    Indeed 
Faith  only  in  the  Word  of  God  gives  true 
and  diftinft  Underftanding  of  it.    Innu- 
merable have  been  the  Wandrings  and  Mi£ 
takes  of  the  wife  of  the^  World  about  this 
Matter,wanting  this  Lamb  and  Light  of  tha 
Word  of  God.  which  «odc  gives  a  true 
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andperfeft  Account  of  this  Thing.  Many 
ftttnge  Dotages- and  Fapcies  have. they  fal- 
len into;  yet  certaio  it  is  that  there,  is  fo 
much  of  the  Glory  of  God  ingrawca  with- 
out on  the  Creature,  and.fo  much  R,eaion 
imprinted  oa  the  Souls.  «f  Men. within, 
'that  ( if  it  were  not  for  that  judicial  Plague, 
of  the  Lord'?  darkning  their  Underftand- 
ipgs,  who  do  pot  glorify  hiqi  .in  as  far  as 
they  know  him)  no  Man  could,  feripufly 
and  foberly  confider  on  the  vifibie  World, 
but  he  would  be  conftrained  to  conceive 
aninvifibleGod.  Would  not  every  one 
think  within  himfelf,  all  thefe  Things, 
fo  excellent  as  they  are,,  cannot  be  out  of 
Chance,,  neither  could  they  make  them- 
lelves,  fo  that  of  Neceflity  they  muft  owe 
what  they  are  to  fomething  befide  tbem- 
felves ;  and  of  this  it  is  certain,  that  it  can- 
riot  have  its  Original  from  any  other 
Thing,  elfe.  there  fhould  be  no  End ;  there- 
fpre.it  mufl  be  fonje  fupream  Being* 
that-  is. .  from  no  other,  and  of  which  are 
sttlThiogi. ,  . 

But  next,  conj&der  when  thefe. Things 
weje  made;  In  the  Begjmmng,  and. what 
Beginning  is  that  ?  Certainly  the  Begin- 
fling  of  the  Creation,  and  of  Time*  to  ex? 
clucte  feternity ;  what  ever  may  be  faid  of 
tTiatJSurxility  that,  pod  might  have  created 
the'  World  from,  all  jEternity,  foru.ap* 
pfearsevenkv created  Things,  that  there 
is  op  IjleGeflfey  of  the  precedent  Existence : 
of  the  £au(je,fincein  the  fame  InAant  that 
many  Things  are  into  Being,  in  ,\ he  feme 
do  they  bring,  forth  their  .Effefts,  as  the 
San  in, tip  ftrft  kiftant  of  its  Creation  did 
illuminate;,  yet  certainly  we  believe  from 
the  Word,  of  the  Lor^i,  that  the  World 
ii'aitually  but  of  a  few  tbogfand  Years 


it  had  pleafed  his  Majefty,  he  might  have 
created  the  World  many  thoufand  Years 
before  that*  fo  that  h  might  have  been  at 
this  D$y  of  ten  hundred  times  ten  thou* 
&nd  Years  (landing,  ajid  he  might  have 
given  it  as  many  Years  as  there  are  Num- 
bers of  Men  and  Angels,  fieafrs,  yea>  and 
Pickles  of  Sand  upon  the  Sea-coaA;  But 
it  was  his  good  Pleafure,  that  that  very 
Point  of  Time  in.  which- it  was  created 
fhould  be  the  Beginning  of  Time,  and 
from  that  he  gires  us  a  Hiftory  of  the 
World,  upon  which  the  Church  of  God 
may  reft,  and  fo  feek  no  other  Cod  but 
the  God  that  made  thefe  Heavens  and 
Earth. 

This  will  not  fatisfy  the  ungodly  Curi- 
ofity  and  Vanity  ol  Mens  ^Spirits,  who 
will  reproach  the  Maker  for  not  apply- 
ing fopner  to  hjs  Work,  and  fitting  idle 
fuch  an  immeasurable  Space  of  Eternity. 
Men  wonder  what  he  coukj  be  doing  all 
that  Time,  (if  we  may  call  it  Time  which 
hath  no  Beginning)  and  how  he  was  in> ' 
ployed ;  I  befeech  you  reftrain  fuch 
Thoughts  in  you  with  tlte  Fear  of  his  glo* 
rious  and  incomprehenfible  Majefiy,  wiio 
gives  no  Account  of  his  Matters:  It  is 
enough  that  this  is  his  good  Pleafure  to 
;  begin  then  ;  and  he  conceals  his  Reafons, 
to  prove  the  Sobriety  of  our  Faith,  that 
all  Men  may  learn  an  abfolute  and  limp le 
ftouping  to  his  Majesty's  Pleafure.  Re- 
membef  that  which  a  godly  Man  anfwer- 
ed  fame  wanton  curious  Wit,  who  in 
fcorn  demanded  the  fame  of  him,  He  wis 
preparing  Hell  fir  curious  and  proud 
Fools,  faid  he :  Let  us  then  keep  our 
Hearts  as  with  a  Bridle,  and  reprels  their 
boundlefs  Wandrings  within  Bounds,  left 


ftac&ng*.  Jfi*  are  not  yet  runout  fine?  the  i  we  by  looking  upward,  before  the  Begin- 
fttfl  crcving  Wo|d  waslppkeo,  and  ftnee    ning  of  the  World,  to  fee  what  God  was 


« 


^pirjtiof  ^JLord moved  Aipoji. the, 
ateriVind  l4^Mi^-*!fe»  *^tf 


doing,  fiUt  headWong  into  the  eternal  Pit 
of  $eftmAk>n, *nd  into  the  Hands  ofthe 
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bug  God.  God  hath  (hewed  himfelf 
nurellcHjfljr  thefe  fixihoufand  Years  in 
Ae  upholding  this  World:  If  we  did 
difider  thefe continued  and  repeated  Tef- 
Anonies  of  his  Glory,  we  would  be  over- 
turned '  with  "what  we  find,,  though  we 
farch  no  further  ;  and  fuppofe  we  would 
fmfr  our  ielres  to  imagine,  t|jat  it  had 
ken  created  many  Years  before,  yet  that 
.4xh  not  filence  and  ftop  the  Inlblcdfce  of 
liens  Minds,  for  it  always  might  be  en- 

rd.  What  the  Lord  was  doing  before 
Time  f    for  Eternity  is  as  immen- 
irahte  before thofe  multiplied  Thoufands 
of  Tears  as  before  naked  fix  ;  let  our  Ima- 
pnaoon  fit  down  to  fubftraft  from  Eter- 
&l  as  many  Tboufandsas  it  can  multiply 
If  all  -die  Varieties  and  Numbers  in  the 
World,  yet  there  is  nothing  abated  from 
fjoafoxj,  it  is  as  infinite  in  Extent  before 
cfaatac  before  the  prefeht  fix  thoy&nd  y 
and  jet  we  may  conceive,  that  the  Lord 
tak  purpofel  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
World  Jto  declare  more  maoifeftly  to  our 
\fcdefifaukUng .  his  Eternity,  his  Self-fuf 
idency   and  Liberty ;  his  Eternity,  that 
wbeawehear  of  how  (hort  landing  the 
Ckeature  is,  we  may  go  upward  to  God 
thnlelfft  aodhiseverlafting  Being  before 
the  Foundations  of  it  were  laid,  may  fhine 
forth  more  brightly  to  our  Admiration  ; 
we  can  ftretch  our  Conceptions,  fo 
jifurably    as  £ur  beyond  the  Begin- 
_^  of  the  World ;  and  yet  God  is  ftill 
beyond  the  outmoft  Reach  of  our  Imagi- 
nadoo  (for  who  can  find  out  the  Begin* 
ffi^  of  that  which  hath  not  a  Beginning 
O  be  found  out)  and  out  moft  extended 
Apprchenfionr  fall  infinitely  Ihort  of  the 
Days  of  tbe  Ancitnt  of  Says ;  O  how 
glorious  then  muft  his  Being  be,  and  how 
fagadkft?    His  Setffitffciency  and  Per- 
ftAixi  dotb  herein  appear*  that  from  iuch 
« JWQiffMfc  Sjp*  he  wa*  asprfoft 
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andblefied  in  himfelf  as  now,  theCre* 
tures  add  nothing  to  his  Perfection,  or" 
Satisfaction ;  he  was  as  well  pleafed  with 
his  own  all-coniprehending  Being,  and 
with  the  very^  Thought  and  Purpofe  of 
making  this  World,  as  now  he  is  when  it 
k  made ;  the  Idea  of  it  in  his  Mind  gave 
him  as  great  Contentment  as  the  Work 
it  felf  when  it  is  done.  O*  to  conceive 
this  aright,  it  would  fill  a  Soul  with  a* 
ftonirtung  and  nmiftiing  Thoughts  of  his 
Blefledneft :  Poor  Men  weary  if  they  be 
not  one  Wij^or  other  iraploypd  without ; 
fo  indigent  are  all  Creatures  at  home, 
that  they  woukf  weary  if  they  went  not 
abroad  without  themfelves ;  but  to  think 
how  abfolufeiy  God  is  well  pleafed  with 
himfelf,  and  how  all  imaginable  Perfe&t- 
ons  can  add  nothing  to  his  eternal  Self, 
complacency  and  Delight  in  his  own  Be- 
ing, it  would  certainly  ravifo  a  Soul' to 
Delight  in  God  alio ;  And  as  hb  _Sel£fu£ ' 
fidecey  doth  herein  appear,  4b  his  Liberty 
and  Freedom  is  likewife  manifested  ii}  iu . 
If  the  World  h^l  been  eternal  Who, 
would  have  thought  that  it  was  free  for 
his  ACajefty  to^iake  ir  or  not  ?  But  that 
it  had  flowed  from  his  glorious  Being 
with  as  natural  and  neceflary  a  Refill- 
tance,  as  Light  from  the  Body  of  the  SunF 
But  now  it  appears  to  all  Men,  that  for. 
his  Pleafure  they  are  made  and  were  creat- 
ed ;  chat  it  was  fimply  the  free  and  ab» 
folute  Motion  of  bis  Will  that  gave  a 
Being  to  all  Things,  which  he  could  with* 
hold  at  bis  Plea&re,  or  fo  long  as  hi 
pleafed. 

tfbirdfy.  We  have  it  to.  confider,  t» 
what  Condition  he  made  all  thele  Things; 
very  Good,  and  that  to  declare  his  Good- 
hefsand  WifiJom:  The  Creature  tx&y 
well  be  calted,  a  large  Volume  extended 
and  fpread  out  before  the  Eyes  of  all  Men, 
to  be  fen  and  read  of  4L    It  is  certain 
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if  thefe  Things,  ill  of  them  iirtfaeir  Orders 
md  Harmonies,  or  any  of  Aenrin  their 
Beings  and  Dualities,,  were  considered  in 
Relation  to  God's  Majetfy,  ther  would 
teach  and  inftruft-  the  Pool  ?nd  the  wife 
Man  both  in  the  Knowledge  of  God. 
How  many  Impreffions  hash  he  made  in 
the  Creature*  which  refleft  upon  any  fee- 
ing Eye  the^very  Image  of  God:  To 
confider.  of  what  a  vafte  and  huge  Frame 
the  Heavens  and  the  Earth-  are,  and  yet 
but  one  Throne  to  his  Mfcjefty ,  the  Foot- 
itool  whereof  is  this  Earth,  wherein  vain 
Men  ered  many  Palaces;  To  confider, 
what  a  Multitude  of  Creatures,  what  Va- 
riety of  Fowls  in  the  Heaven,  and  what 
Multiplicity  of  Rafts  upon  the  Earth, 
what  Armies  (  as  Mojis  fpeaks  Gen. 
ih  i. )  and  yet  that  none  of  them  all  are 
ufetefs,  but  air  of  them  have  fome  fpecial 
Ends  and  rurpofes  they  ferve  for ;  lb, 
that  there  is  no  Dtfcord-nor  Diforder*  op 
Superfluity  nor  Wans  in  aU  this  Monarchy 
cf  the  World;  all  of  them  conipire  toge- 
ther in  fuch  a  Difcord,  or  cfifagreemg  Har- 
mony, to  one- great  Purpofc,  to  decUre 
the  Wifdom  of  him  who  made  every 
3%inz  beautiful  in  its  time,  and  every 
Thing-  raoft'fit  and  appofite-for  the  Ufe 
it  was  created  for;  fo.  that  the  whole 
Earth  is  fiUt  of  his  Goodnep:  He  makes 
every  Creature  good  one  to  another,  to 
fupply  one  another's  Meceflities ;:  andtherr 
notwithftanding  of  lb  mahy  different  Na- 
tures and'  Difpofitions  between  Elements, 
and  things  compofed  of  tfiem,  yerall  thefe 
Contrarieties  have  fuch.  a  Communion, 
acid  are  fo  moderated  by  ffipream  Art, 
that  they  make  up  jeyntly  one  excellent' 
and  fweet-  Harmony  or  beautiful  Propor- 
tion in  the  Wbrld  r  O',  how  wife  mutt' 
he  he  who  alone  Icontrived  it  all?  We 
can  do  nothing  ex*pt  we  have  fome  Pat* 
iera&d  Copy  bfbre.us;  txttoow  upon 


tltfs  Ground  which  God"  hath  laid,  Mas 
rtOf  fancy  many  Superflru&ures ;    But 
when  he  ftretched     out  the    Heaven,, 
and   laid  the  Foundation  of  the  Earth, 
WT>9  beint  his  CounfeUour  taught  htm} 
At   whom  did  his  Spirit  rake  Counfel  ? 
Ceruinly*  none  of  all  thefe  Things  would 
have  entred  into  the  Heart  of  Man  to* 
confider  or  contrive,  If  a.  xl.  n,  13.. 
Some  ruder  Spirits  do  gaze  upon  the  huge 
and  prodigious  Pieces  of  the  Creation,  as 
Whales,  and  Elephants,  &c.    Bin  a  wife 
Solomon  will  go  to  the  School  of  the  Ant 
to  learn  the  Wifitoin  of  God,  and  choofe* 
ourfiich  afimple  and  mean  Creature  for  the 
Objeft  of  his  Admiration ;  certainly,  there- 
are  Wonders  in  the  finalleft  and  moft  in* 
confidence  Creatures  which  Faith  can 
contemplate:-  O  the  .curious  Ingeny  and- 
Draught  of  the  Finger  of  God,  in  the 
Compofitiooof  FAes,  Bees,  Flowers,  Qb; 
Men  ordinarily  admire  more-  fome  ex* 
traordihary  Things ;  but  the  Thith  is,  the 
whole  Courfeof  Nature  is  one  continued: 
Wonder,  and  that  greater  than  any  of  the 
Lord's  Works  without  the   Line  ;  the- 
ftraight  and  regular  Line  of  the  Wiflom: 
of  God  (-who  inrone  conftant  Courfe  and" 
Tenor  harfr  ordained  the  Aftions  of  all 
his  Creatures )  comprehends  more  Won- 
ders and  Myfteriesj   as  the  Courfe  of 
the  Sun,  the  Morion^  of  the  Sea;  the 
hanging-  of  the  Earth  in  the  empty  Place 
upon  nothing ;  thefe  we  lay,  are  thte  Won- 
ders indeed,  and  comprehend  femething 
in  thefti  which  all  the  Wonders  ofUgypt 
and  the  Wildbrnefi  cannot  parallel.    But 
it  is  the  ftupid  Security  of  Men,  that  are 
onl^  awakened  by  fome  new  and  unufu- 
all  PalSges  of  Gods   Works,  beyond 
that  ftraqghtLine  of  Nature. 

Then;  fourthly*  Look  upon  the  Power 
of  God  ra  making  all  of  nothing,  which- 
is  expreffed  here  »  Heb.vk    Thttt  is- 
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i  m  Artificer  but  he  muft  hare  Matter,  or 
i  b  Art  will  fail  him,  and  he  can  do  no- 
I  Hog :  The  Mafon  muft  have  Timber 

adStones  laid  to  his  Hand,  or  he  car> 

Am  build   a  Houfe ;  the  Goid-foiiih  muft 

fare  Gold  or  Silrer  ere  he  can  make  a 
I  Of)  or  a  Ring;  take  the  moft.  curious 

tod  quick  Inrenter  of  them  all,,  they  muft  I  of  Stone  or  Clay;  it's  a  Toil  even  to  look 


fare  fome  Matter  to  work  upon,  or  their 
Knowledge  is  no  better  than  Ignorance; 
all  that  they  can  do,  is»  to  give  fome  Shape 
or  Form*  or  ta  /alfcion  that  in  fome  new 
Model  which  had  a  Being  before;   fo, 
fa  winterer  Men   have  done   in  the 
World,  their  Works  are  all  made  up  of 
thefe  Things  which  appear,  and  Art  and 
Skill  to  form  and  falhion  that  excellently, 
which  before  was  in  another  Mould  and 
Fifltim;  but-  He  needs  not  lit  idle  for 
wane  of  Materials,  becaufe  he  can  make 
Its  Materials  ;  and  therefore,  in  the  Be* 
paasog  he  made  Heaven  and  Earth,  not 
is  they  now  are,  but  he  made  firft  the 
Matter   and  Subftance  of  this  Univerfe, 
tat  it   was  as  yet  a  rude  and  confufed  j 
Qiaos  or  Mais,  all  in  one  Lump  without 
BUerence  ;  but  then  his  Majefty  ftiews 
Ks  Wjjttoxn   and  Art,  his  excellent  In- 
vention, in  the  following  Days  of  the 
Creation,    in  ordering,  and  beautifying, 
ad  forming  the  World  as  it  is,  and  that 
Hi  Power   might  be  the  more  known  ; 
For.  how  eafy  is  it  for  him  to  do  all 
d»s"?    There  needs  no  more  for  it  but  a 
Word.  Let   it  bt,  and  it  is,  Hejpake, 
cud  it  razz  done.    He  commanded,  and 
it  food  /aft  ;  Not  a  Word  pronounced, 
aid  audibly  compofed  of  Letters  and  Syl- 
Ubles,  miftake  it  not  fo,  but  a  Word  in- 
wirdl'y   formed,  as  k  were,in  his  inli- 
ne Spirir,  even  the  Inclination  and  Beck 
of  Us  VfVLV&SScts  for  his  great  Work  : 
ft  tec  what   Labour  and  Pains  we  have 
7t,.how  we  toil  and  fweat 
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about  it,  what  Wreftlings  and  Strivings 
in  all  Things  we  do;  but  behold  what* 
great  Wort  is  done  without  Pain  zni 
Travel !  It  is  a  laborieus  Thing  to  tra- 
vel dirough  a  Parcel  of  this  Earth,  which 
is  yet  but  as  the  point  of  the  Univerfe  ;  It  is 
troublefome  to  life    or  carry  a  little  Piece 


upward  and  number  the  Stars  of  Heaven;, 
but  it  was  no  Toil,  no  difficult  Thing  to 
his  Majefty  to  ftretch  out  thefe  Heavens;, 
in  fuch  an  infinite  Compafs ;  for  as  Jargp 
as  the  Circumference  of  them   is,  yet  it. 
is  as  eafie  to  him  to  compafs  them,  as  it 
is  to  us  to  fpan  a  Finger-length  or  tn«>; 
It  is  no  Difficulty  tp  him  to  take  up  Hill* 
and  Mountains  as  the  Duft  of  the  Ballance. 
in  his  Hand,  and  weigh  them  in  Scales* 
Hath  he  not  chained  the  vaft  and  huge. 
Mafs  of  the  weighty  Earth  and  •  Sea  in"  the 
midft  of  the  empty  Place  without  a  Sup- 
porter;  without  Foundations  or  Pillars? 
He  bangetb  it  on  nothing.   What  is  it  I, 
pray  you,    that    iupports  the   Clouds  ? 
Who  is  it  that  binds  up  their  Waters  in  fuch 
a  Way  that  the  Clouds  are  not  rent  un- 
der them,  even  though  there  be  more  A* 
bundance  of  Water  in  them  than  is  in  all 
the  Rivers  and  Waters  round  about  us  ?. 
Job  xxvi.  7,  8.     Who  is  it  that  reftrain- 
and  fets  bounds  io  the  Sea.that  the-  Waters 
thereof,  tho  they  roar,  ye*  do  not  over- 
flow the  Land?    .But  this  Almighty  Jf<- 
bovab,  whofe  Decree  and  Commandment 
is  the  very  Compafs,  the  Bulwark  over 
which  they  cannot  rlow,and  all  thishe  doth 
wkh  more  Facility  than  Men  can  (peak ; 
If  there  were  a  Creature  that  could  do  all 
Things  by  fpeaking,  that  were  a  ftrange 
Power:  But  yet  that  Creature  might  be 
wearied  of  fpeaking  much  ;  but  be /peaks, 
and  it  is  done  ;  his  Word  is  a  creating 
Word  of  Power,  which  fakes  Things  that 
are  not  to.  be,  art  the*  is  no  wearying 
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of  him  befides,  for  he  is  Almighty,  an  J 

.cannot  fiint ;  but.  Why  then  did  he  take 
$r  Days  for  his  Work  ?     Might  he  not 

..  with  one  Word -of  his  Power  have  com- 
manded thh  World  to  iflue  out  of  his  o- 
ronipotent  Virtue  thus  perfect  as  it  is? 
What  needed  all  this  Compafs  ?  Why 
took  he  fix  Days,  'who  in  a  Moment  could 

-have  done  it  all  with  as  much  Facility? 
Indeed,  herein  the  Lord  would  have  us  to 
adore  his  Wifflom  as  well  as  his  Power  ; 

*  he  proceeds  from  more  imperfect  Things 
to  more  perfe#,  from  a  confufed  Chaos 
to.a  beaurirul  World,  from  Motion  to  Reft, 
to«teach  Man  to  walk  through  this  Wil- 
derhefs  and  Valley  of  Tears,  this  ftiape- 
lefs  World*  into  a  more  beautiful  Habi- 
tation, through  the  Toffings  of  Time,  into 
an  eternal  Sabbath  of  Reft,  whither  their 
Wdtks  (hall  follow  them,  and  they  ihall 

-  reft  from  their  Labours :  He  would  teach 
ss  to  take  a  ftedfaft  Look  of  his  Work, 
and  that  we  Ihould  be  bufied  all  the  Days 
♦of  our  Pilgrimage  and  Sojourning,  in  the 


'Confederation  of  the  glorious  Charaltfrs 
of  God,  upon  the  Works  of  his  Hands  ; 
we  fee  that  it  is  but  paffing  Looks  and 
Glances  of  Codf*  Glory  we  take  in  the 
Creatures,  but  the  Lord  would  have  us 
to  make  it  our  Work,  and  Buiinefs  ail  the 
Week  through,  as  it«was  his,  totoafce  them* 
He  would  in  this  teach  us  his  loving  Care 
of  Men,  who  wpuld  not  create  Man  til] 
he  had  made  for  him  fo  glorious  an  Houfe, 
repleniftied  with  all  good  Things;  It  had 
been-  a  darkfbme  and  irkfbme  Life  to  have 
lived  in  the  firft  Cbaos%  without  Light, 
but  he  hath  ftretcbed  over  him  the  Hea* 
vens  as  bis  Ter.t,  and  let  Lights  in  them 
to  diftinguiih  Times,  and  Seajbns,  and  or- 
dained  the  Waters  ahfeir  proper  Bounds, 
and  peculiar  Cliannels,  and  then  maketb 
the  Earth  to  bring  forth  all  manner  of 
Fruits  ;  and  when  all-is  thusdi/poled,  then 
he  creates  Man.  To  this  God,  the  Maker 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,  be  Glory  and 
Fraife. 


Heb.  xi,  5.  fbroagb  Fkitb  we underftand  that  the  Worlds  were  framed 
by  the  Word  of  God,  fo  that  Things  which  are  feen  were  not  made  of 
Things  which  do  appear. 

And  Hcb.  i.  14.  Are  they  not  all  mini  firing  Spirits,  fent forth to  mini- 
fierfor  them  who  /ball  be  Heirs  of  Salvation  ? 


•T^H  E  RE  .is  nothing  more  generally 

*     known  than  this,  That  God  at  the 

Beginning;  made  the  Heaven  and  the  Earth, 

and  all  the  Hoft  rf  them,  the  upper  or 

the    celeftitl,   the  lower   or  fublunary 

World;  but  yet  there  is  nothing  fo  little 

-believed  or  laid  to  Heart:  By  Faith  tor 

undtrflqnd  that  tbf  tfbrUswere  made. 

It  is  one  of  the  firft  -Articles  of  the  Creed 

ipdeedt  Alter-'  klnfctyi  Maker  of 


Heaven  and  Earth;  but  I  fear  that  Creed! 
is  not  written  in  the  Tables  ef  Fiefh,  that 
isl  the  Heart.  There  is  a  twofold  Miftake 
among  Men  about- the  Point  of  believing  ; 
fome,  and.  the  commoner  Sort,  do  think 
it  is  no  other  than  (imply  to  know  fuch  a 
Thing,  and  not  to  queftion  it,  to  hear  it; 
and  not  to  contradict  it,  or  objeft  againft 
it ;  Therefore  they  do  flatter  themfelves 
in  tbrir  Mrtf  Eg&t  tod  do^atcouot  them- 
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tirti  to  have  Faith  in  God ;  becaufe  they 
tufty  pver  all  the  Articles  of  their  Be- 
fef;  they  think  the  Word  is  true,  and 
^ey  never  doubted  of  it;  But,  I  befcech 
too,' confider  how  greatly  you  miftake 
mm  Matter. of  weighty  Concemmc/i 
Ifyoo  will  fearch  it,  as  before  the  Lord, 
jou  will  fihd  you  hive  no  other  Belief  r>* 
dtffe  Things  than  Children  \ile  to  have, 
wbom  you  teach  to  think  or  fay  any  Things 
toe   U^nq    other  Ground  of  your  n  - 
questioning "  thefe  Tt'uths  of  the  Gofpel, 
tat  becaufe  yoju  never  confider  on  thu-.i, 
arffo  they  pafs  for:  current ;  do  ncn  d;- 
crfve   your  felves,  with  the.  Heart  Mr. 
tifiexej. ;  it  is  a  Heart-bu(inefs,a  Soul-mai- 
ter,  no  tight  and  ufelefs  Opinion,  or.erhp- 
ty  Expreflion '  which  you    have  learnei 
from  a  Child  :  You  fay,  you  believe  in 
Qod  theMaYer  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  ani 
fo  fir  Children  t  who  doubt  no  more  of  i: 
than  ye,  At\d  yet  in  Sadnefs  they  do  nor 
retire  Within  their  own  Hearts  to  think 
what  a. One  he  is;  they  do  not  reme- li- 
ter him  in  the  Works  of  his  Hands,  there 
» no   more   Remembrance  of  that  true 
God  than  if  no  fuch  Thing  were  known  ; 
So  it  is   among  you,  you  would  think  we 
wronged  you,  if  we  laid,  ye  believed  not 
that  God"  made  the  World  ;  and  yet  cer- 
tainly, ail.  Men  have  not  this  Faith,  where- 
br  they  underrtand  truly  in  their  H.:n  the 
Power,   and  Wifloiri,  and   Goodnels  ui 
God   appearing  in  it,  that  is  the  Cifi  of 
Gqd  only  given  to  them  that  lhal!  be  faved. 
If  I  (hould  fay,  that  you  believe  not  t;«. 
moft  common    Principles    of  Religion, 
7011  -will  think   it  Lard,  and  yet  there  is 
■o  Doubt  of  iff  that  jhc  moft  common 
Truths  are  leart  believed  ;  and  the  R*a- 
fon  is  plain,  becaufe  Men  have  learned 
them  hy  Tongue,  and  there  is  none  that 
queftkm  them,  and  therefore  very  few  *• 
rer  in  SiJnefs  and  in  earneft  confider  of 
4ksq. .  You  lay,  that  God  made .  Heaven 


and  Earth,  but  how  often  do  jrtaj  thmk  ok 
that  God  ?    And,  how  ofreado  you  tiiiak 
on  him  with'  Admiration?     Doyeiat^il 
wonder  at  the  Glory  of  God  when  you 
gaze  on  his  Works?     Is  not  this  Volume 
a  I  ways  obverfant  before  your  Eyes,  ever/ 
Thing  (hewiag  and  declaring  this  glorioijs 
*.;aker,  yet  who  is  it  that  taketh  more 
.^'otice  of  him  than  if  he  were  not  at  all ; 
liich    is  the  general  Stupidity   of  Men, 
that    they     never     ponder,    and    .dige/fc 
".iwfe    Things  in   their    Heart  till  their  ■ 
Soul  receive  the    Stamp  of  the  Glory 
and  Greatnefs  of  the  invitiblcGod,  which  . 
'hines   moft    brightly    in   thefe   Things 
that  are  vhible,  and  be  in  fome  Meafure 
transformed  in  their  Minds,  and  confor- 
med to  thefe  glorious  Appearances- of  him,  , 
which  are  engraven  in  greaf  Characters  in  . 
all  that  do  at  all  appear.     There  is  ano- 
ther Miftake  peculiar  to  fome,  efpecially 
he  Lord's  People,  that  they  think  Faith 
is  limited  to.  fome  few   particular  aod   v 
more  unknown  and  hid  Truths  and  Myf 
teries  of  the  Gofpel.     Ye  tfrnk,  that  his  • 
only   true  Believing,  to  embrace   fome 
ipejaf  Gofpel- truths,  which  the  Mulitude 
of  People  know  nothing  of,  as  the  Tenor 
of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  and  Works,  Qt. 
And  for  other  common    Principles,  of 
God's  making  and  ruling  the  World,  you 
thiak  that:  a  common  Thing  to  Jbelieve 
them.  But  faith  the  Apoftle,  By  faitbwe 
underpaid  that  the  f J  arid/  were  made, 
it  is  that  fame  Fai:h'fpnken  of  in  the  End 
tnCbap.  x.  by  whuh  the  jufl  Jbdll live  : 
Snthen,  here  is  a  Point  of  dying  Faith, 
to  believe  with   the  Heart  in  God   the    - 
^-Creator  and  Father  Almighty,  to  take  a 
View  of  Gods  Almighty  Power,  and  ftrf- 
ficie.'«t    Goodncf*.    ^nd  infinite  Wildom 
ftiinhg  in  the  Fabrickofthe  World,  and  . 
tlu:  with  Delight  and  Admiration  at  fi*h 
a  glorious  Foimtain-beingjh  to  rife  up  to 
7  his- 
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this  Majefty  by  the  Degrees  of  his  Crea- 
jtures,  this  is  the  climbing  and  afpiring  Na- 
ture of  Faith.    You  fee  how  much  «hofe 
Saints  in  the  Old  Teftament  were  in  this ; 
\and  certainly,  they  had  more  excellent 
<and  befeeming  Thoughts  of  God  than  we. 
It  (hould  make  Chriftians  aftiamed,  that 
'  rfcdth  Heathens  who  had  no  other  Book 
opened  to. them,  but  that  of  Nature,  did 
read  it  more  diligently  than  we  ;  And 
chat  the  Saints  ofOld,  whohad  not  fuch 
a  plain  Teftimony  of  God  a»  we  now 
have,  yet  did  learn  more  out  of  the  Book 
of  die  Creature,  then  we  do  both  out  of 
St  and  the  Scriptures :  We  look  on  all" 
Things  with  fuch  a  carelift  Eye,  and  do 
not  obferve  what  may  be  found  of  God 
in  them:  I.  think  verily  there  are  many 
Chriftians,   and.  Minirters  of  the  Gofpel, 
who  do  not*  afcend  into  thole  high  and 
f  aviihing  Thoughts  of  God,  in  his  Being 
.and   working,   as  would  become  even 
meer  Naturajifts ;  How   little  can  they 
ipeak  of  his  Majefty,  or  think,  as  it  be- 
comes hs  tranfcendant  Glory.    There 
is  little  in  Sermons  or  Dilcourfes  that 
holds  out  any  fingular  admiring  Thoughts 
of  a  Deity,  but  in  all  thefe  we  are  fo 
common  and  carelefi,  as  if  He  were  an 
Idol. 

It  is  not  in  yain  that  it  is  exprefled  thus, 
By  Faith  we  know  that  tbe  Worlds /mere 
'  made,  for  certainly  the  firm  believing 
and  pondering  of  this  one  Truth,  would 
be  of  great  Mofment  and  Ufe  to  a  Chrifti- 
an  in  all  his  Journey.  You  may  ohfefve 
in  what  ftead  it  is  to  the  Saints  in  Scrip- 
.  ture  :  >  This  raifes  up  a  Soul  to  high 
Thoughts,  and  fuiubJe  Conceptions  of 
his  glorious  Name*  and  fo  conforms 
the  Worfhip  of  his  Majefty  unto  his  Ex- 
cellency, it  puis  tbe  Stamp  of  Divinity 
liipon  it,  and  fj*rituali2cs  the  Thoughts 
asd  A&itionf  ^  as  to  put  auue  DiBit- 
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rence  betweea  the  true  God,  and  the  Gods 
that  made  not  rhc  Heavens  yid  the  Earth. 
Alas,  the  Worfhip  of  many  Chriftians 
fpeakr  out  no  diviner   or   higher  Objeft 
than  I  Creature,  it  is  fo  cold,  fo  formal, 
;and  empty,  lb  vain  and  wandring,  there 
is  no  more  RefpeA  teftified  unto  him,  than 
we  would  givetofome  eminent  Perfbn; 
You  find  in  the  Scripture  how  the  Strain  of 
the  Saints  AffWtions  and-  Devotion  rifes. 
When  they  take  up  God  in  his  abfolute  Su- 
premacy above  the  Creatures,  and  look 
on  him  as  the  alone  Fountain  of  all  that  is 
worth  the  Name  of  Perfe&on  in  them. 
A    Soul  in    that   Confideration  cannot 
chufe  but  affign  unto  him  the  raoft  emi- 
nent Seat  in  the  Heart,  and  gather  thole 
Aflfeftions  which  are  Scattered  after  the 
Creatures,  into  one  Channel,  to  pour 
them  out  on  him  who  is  all  in  all,  and  hath 
all  that  which  is  lovely  in  the  Creatures 
in  en  eminent  Degree.    Therefore  know 
what  you  are  formed  for,  to  fhe w  forth 
his  Praile,  to  gather  and  take  up  from  the 
Creatures  all  the  Fruits  of  his  Praife,  anrf 
offer  them  up  to  his  Majefty :  This  was 
the  End  of -Man,  and  this  is  the  End  of  a 
-Chriftian,  you  are  made  for  this,  and  you 
were  redeemed  for  this,  to  read  upon 
tbe  Volumes  of  his  Works,  and  Word, 
and  from  thence  extraft  Songs  of  Praile 
to  his  Majefty. 

As  this  would  be  of  great  Moment  to 
the  right  worshipping  of  God,  and  to  the 
Exercife  of  true  Holinefs  ;  To  it  is  moft 
effeftual  to  the  eftablifoing  of  a  Soul  in  the 
Confidence  of  the  Promifes  of  God. 
When  a  Soul  by  Faith  understands  the 
World  was  made  by  God,  then  it  relyes 
with  Confidence  upon  that  fame  Word  of 
God,  as  a  Word  of  Power,  and  hopes 
againft  Hope :  There  are  many  .  Things 
in  the  Chriftians  Way  betwixt  him  and 
Glory,  whicilook  asiofuperable;  Thou 
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emptied  into  nothing,  and  ftript 
Med  of  ail  Encouragements,  and  there  is 
femaniag  but  the  Word  of  Gods 
to  thee  and  to  the   Church, 
vfcbfcems  contrary  to  Senfe  and  Rea- 
ls; Now*  I  fry,  tf  thou  do  indeed  he- 
lm that  die  World  was  made  by  God, 
in  am  of  ali  Question  thou  may  filence 
til  thy  Fears  with  this  one  Thought,  God 
anted  this  whole  Frame  out  of  nothing, 
k  commanded  the  Light  to  thine  out  of 
Dartnefi,  then  certainly  he  can  give  a 
Bmg  fo  has  own  Promifts ;  is  not  hit 
Ward  of  Fromife    as  fure   and'  eftec- 
ttd  as  Us    Word  of  Command?    This 
k  the  grand  Encouragement  of  the  Church, 
tab  offered  by  •  God,  from  If  a.  Chap. 
tL  and   made  ufe  of  by  his  Saints,  as 


David,  Hezekiab,  &c.  What  is  it 
would  difquiet  a  Soul  if  it  were  repofed 
on  this  Rock  of  creating  Power  and 
Faithfulnefs?  This  would  always  found 
in  its  Ears,  faint  not »  weary  not  Jacob, 
I  am  God,  atuLnone  e\fe,  the  Portion  • 
of  Jacob  is  noHike  others,  be  it  inward 
or  outward  Difficulties,  fuppofe  Hell  and 
Earth  combined  together,  let  all  the  Ene- 
mies of  a  Soul,  or  of  the  Church  aflem- 
ble,  here  is  one  for  all,  the  God  that 
made  the  Heaven  and  the  Earth  can  ffceat, 
.and  it  is  done,  command,  and  it 
\ftan3s  fitft  t  He  creates  Peace,-  and 
■  who  then  can  make  Trouble,  when  he 
;  gives  Quietnefc  to  a  Nation,  or  to  a  Per- 
!  fon.  Almighty  Power  works  in  Saints, 
!  and  for  Saints,  let  us  trull  in  Him. 


Geo.  i.  **t  *7«  And  God/aid,  Let  us  make  Man  in  our  Image,  after 
our  Likenejs  :  And  let  them  have  Dominion  over  the  Ftjh  of  the  Sea% 
and  0%)  the  Fowl  of  the  Air,  and  over  the  Cattle,  and  over  all  the 
Eartby  and  over  ever  creeping  fbing  that  'creepetb  upon  the  Earth. 
So  God  created  Man  in  bis  own  linage,  in  the  Image  of  God  created 
be  bim,  Male  and  Female,  created  Fp  them.  With.  Epb.  W.  24. 
And'  that  ye  put  on  the  new  Man,  which  after  God  is  created  in 
BJgbteoufnefs  and  true  Holmefs.  And  Hcb.iii.  10.  Wherefore  I  was 
grieved  with  tbqt  Generation,  aidfaid,  They  do  always  err  in  their 
Hearts,  and  they  have  not  known  my  Ways. 


WHILE  we  defcend  from  .the  Me- 
ditation of  the  Glory  of  God  Alin- 
ing in  the  Heavens,  in  Sun,  Moon,  and 
Sevrs,  unto  the  Consideration  of  the  Lord's 
framing  of  Man  after  this  Manner,  we 
may  fall  into  Admiration  with  the  nalmfft, 
Pfa.  viii.  Lord  what  is  Man  that  thou 
art  mind/til  of  bhtr,  or  the  Son  of  Man 
liattbou  Jbouldft  remember  bim.  It  might 
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indeed  drown  us  in  Wonder,  and  afto- 
ni(h  us,  to  think  what  fpetitl  Notice  he 
hath  taken  of  fuch  a  Creature  from  the 
very  Be£inning,and  put  raqje  re$eft  upon 
him  than  upon  all  the  more  excellent 
Works  of  his  Hands.  Ypu  find  here  the 
Creation  of  Man  exprefled  in  other 
Terms,  than  was  ufed  before.  He  fakfc 
Let  there  be  Ljzbt,  and  it  was,  Ih  there 


poflBbUtte*  *    ^ai  no  Kn«" •         VB'KST«mb  w**nce  Man.Tw  underftand 
•    Wloh"vZfocuttousorex^  tel^*^  will  never  r«J« ^etom 

*°fe'  "SSfiflf  c?!f  tte£s  3f  «*l*S*S  or  ***  ^JS'  li  cannot 
tea?o5S»  "*  f^5S«*KHS St Man  was  ■■*' Mtfery  U,  til 
moft  c0"""^  therefore.  «5  .  worfe-1  ™UJL,  wV«t  your  P1^",,  p.ikity  w»s 
C"ati00A^r^  «xc€fl3S  »  M^n-know**"  *« Smyrna** 
P*£^&v3ffi**}  iRff  S  *"  "ffonfKve  called 
«*    ^Counfelof.^Sdon,  to.6|^  l'jjj *„  our  »&,  a  Com- 
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cut  him.  At -his  bare  and  fimple  Word, 
this  huge  Frame  of  the  World  ftarted 
out  of  nothing:  But  in  this,  he  adh  the 
Part  of  a  cunning  Artificer,  Let  us  make 
Man,  he  makes  rather  than  creates,  fir  ft 
raile*  (fc  Walls  of  Fleih,  builds  the  Houfe 
of  the  Body  with  air  its  Organs,  ail  its 
ftooau,  and  then  he  puts  in  a  noble  and 
divine  Gueft  to  dwell  in  it.  He  breathes 
in  U  the  Breath  op%ffe,  he  incloks  as 
it. were  an  Angel  within  it,  and  marries 
thefe  together  in  the  moft  admirable  Union 
and  Conimunion,  that  can  be  imagined, 
A  chat  they  make"  up  one- Man. 

But  that  which  the  Lord  looks  mod 
into  in  this  Work,  and  would  have  us  moft 
to  confider,  is  that  Image  of  hiinfelf  that 
he  did  imprint  on  Man  (let  us  make  Man 
in  owr+mn  Image :)  There  was  no  Crea- 
ture bUt  it  had  fome  Engravings  of  God 
~upon.it,  ftme  curious  Draughts  and  Linea- 
ments of  his  Power,  Wifdom,  and  Good- 
ness upon  it,  and  therefore  the  Heavens  are 
GAd.to'jbewfortb  bis  Glory,  ice.  But  what 
ever  they  jive,  it  is  but  the  lower  Pan 
-'  of  that  Image,  fome  dark  Shadows  and 
Resemblances  of  him  :  But  that  which  is 
the  laflof  his  Works,  he  makes  it  accor- 
dtjRJo  hisawnimtge,  tanqitamab ul- 
tima manu,  be  therein. gives  out  himfelf 
to  be  read  and  feen  of  all  Men  as  in  a  Glafs; 
other  Creatures  are  made  as  it  were  ac- 
.  cording  -to-the  Similitude  of  his  Foot-ftep, 
*d  JmdHtudinem  vefiigii,  but  Man,  ad 
JmdUtudtnan  faciei,  according  to  the 
Likenefs  of  his  Face,  (  in  our  Image  after 
ntr  Likenefs.)  It  is  true  there  is  onlyjefus 
Xfarift  his  Son,  who  is  the  Brigbtnefs  of 
bis  Glory,  and  the  exprefs  Jubfiantial  /- 
mage  cf  bis  Perfon*  who  refembles  him 

rrfeAly,  and  throughly  in  all  Properties, 
that  be  is  alter  idem,  another-felf  both 
in  Nfture.  Properties,  and  Operations,  Co 
like  him  tnat  he  is  one  with  him,  fo  th\t 
ft  is  rather  an  Onenefs*  than  alakenefs  • 


but  Man  he  created  according  to  his  qwij 
image,  and  gave  him  to  have  fome  Like- 
nefs to  himfelf,  Likenefs  I  fay,  not  Same- 
nefs  or  Onenefs.  That  is  bigh  indeed,  to 
be  like  God,the  Notion  and  Expreflion  of  it 
imports  fome  ftrange  Thing  :  How  could 
Man  belike  Ciod,  who  is  infinite,  incom- 
prehenfible,  whofe  Glory  is  not  communi- 
cable to  another?    It  is  tnie.indeed,  in 
thofe  incommunicable  Properties  he  hatfc 
not  only,  no  Equal,  but  none  to  liken  him; 
in  thefe  he  is- to  be  adored,  and  admired 
as  infinitely  tranfeending  all  created  Per-  . 
feftibhs  and  Conceptions;  but  yet  in  o- 
thers  he  has  been  pleafed  to  hold  forth 
himfelf  to  be  imitated  and  Followed :  And 
that  this,  might  be  done,  he  firft  ftamps 
them  upon  Man  in  )  is  firft  Moulding  of 
him  ;  and  if  ye  would   know  what  thele 
are  particularly ,the  Apoftle  exprefles-them, 
Eph.  iv.  24,  in  Knowledge,  in  High- 
teoufnefs  and  true  HolinefsJCol  in.  i#. 
This  is  the  Image  of  him  who  created 
him,  which  the  Creator  ftamped  on  Man. 
that  he  might  feek  him,  and  let  him  apart 
for  himfelf  to  keep  Communion  with  him. 
and  to  Weft  him.    There"  is  a  Spirit  given 
to  Man  with  a  Cecity  to  know,  and  t* 
will :   And  here  is  a  Draught  and  Linea- 
ment of  God's  Face,  which  is  not  engrav- 
en on  any  fenfitive  Creature ;  It  is  one  of  * 
the  moft  noble  and  excellent  Operations  of 
Lifejn  which  a  Man  i%  moft  above  Bc^fts^ 
tp  reflect  upon  himfelf,  and  to  know  him- 
felf and  his  Creator ;  There  are  natural 
Inftin&s  given  to  other  Things,  natural 
Propenfions  to  thofe  Things  that  are  con* 
venient  to  their  own  Nature, "  but  qone  of 
them  have  fo  much  as  a  Capacity  to  know 
what    they    are,t  or    what  they  .hav* 
they   cannot   frame,  a  Notion  bif  hint 
who,  gave  them  a  Being,  but  are  only ' 
proportionate  fb  the   decerning  of  fome 
(cobble  Things,  and  can  reach  .no  fuh 
q^%  firther: 
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further :  He  hath  limited  the  Eye  with- 
in Colours,  and  Light ;  he  hath  fet  a 
Bound  to  the  Ear  that  ir  cannot  aft  with- 
out Sounds ;  and  fo  to  every  Senfe  he  hath 
afligned  its  own  proper  Stanfe,  in  which 
it  moves ;  but  he  teaches  Man  Know- 
ledge, and  he  inlarges  the  Sphere  of  his 
Underflanding  beyond  vifibie  or  fenfible 
Things,  to  Things  invilible,  to  Spirits; 
and  this  Capacity 'he  has  put  in.  the  Soul 
co  know  all  Things,  and  irfelf  among 
.  the  reft ;  the  Eye  dilcerns  Light,  but  fees 
not  it  felf,  but  he  gives  a  Spirit  iq  Man 
to  know  himfelf,  and  his  God ;  and  then, 
there  is  a  wiljing  Power  in  the  Soul,  by 
which  it  diftiiies  it  felf  towards  any  Thing 
i*ut  is  conceived  as  good ;  the  Under  (lan- 
ding directing,  and  the  Will  commanding 
according  to  its  Direction,  and  then  the 
whole  Faculties  and  Senfes  obeying  fuch 
Commands,  which  makes  up  an  excel- 
lent Draught  of  the  Image  of  God:  There 
was  a  fweet  Proportion  and  Harmony  in 
.Adam*  all  was  in  due  Place  and  Subor- 
dination ;  the  Motions  of  immortal  Man 
did  begin  within,  the  Lamp  bf  Reafon 
did  (bine  and  give  ligte  to  it,  and  till  that 
Went  before,  there  4ras  no  ltirring,  no 
chuting,  no  refufing,  and  when  Reafon 
which  was  one  Sparkle  of  the  divine  Na- 
ture, or  4  Ray  of  God's  Light  reflected 
into  the  Soul  of  Man,  when  once  that  did 
appear  to  the  decerning  of  Good  and  E- 
TiF,  this  Power  was  in  the  Soul,  to  apply 
the  whole  Man  accordingly,  to  choofe  the 
Good  and  refiife  the  Evil:  ft  had  not  been 
a  lively  RefemMance  of  God  to  have  a 
Power  of  knowing  and  willing  fimpljr, 
unlefi  thefc  had  been  beautified  and  adorn- 
ed with  fuperaatural  and  divine  Graces 
of  Spiritual  Light,  and  Holinefi,  and  Righ- 
teoufiiefir,  the(e  make,  up  the  lively 
Colour,  and  constat  she  jpaft  ofQod 
upon  the  SouL 


There  was  a  Divine  Light  which  did 
lhinp  in  upon  the  Underftanding,  ever 
till  Sin  interpofed  and  ecclipfed  it,  and 
from  the  Light  of  God's  Countenance  did 
the  fweet  Heat,  and  WarmneJs  of  Hofinefi 
and  Uprightnefc  ip  the  Affections  pro- 
ceed,  fo  that  there  was  nothing  but  Puri- 
ty and  Cleannefsin  the  Soul,  no  DarJrnefs 
of  Ignorance,  noMuddinefc  of  carnal  Af- 
fections, but  the  ftul  pure  and  tranfparenr, 
to  receive  the  refretomg  and  enlightning 
Rjyj.  of  God's  glorious  Countenance,  and 
this  was  the  very  Face  and  Beauty  of  the 
Soul,  it  is  that'  only  that  is  the  Beauty  and 
Eicellency  of  the  Creature,  Conformity 
to  God,  and  this  was  throughout,  in  Un- 
demanding and  Affections,  the  Under- 
ftandiog  conformed  to  his  Underftanding, 
difwrning  between  Good  and  Evil  ;  and' 
conformed  it  behoved  to  be,  for  it  was 
but  a  Ray  of  that  Sun,  a  Stream  of  that 
Fountain  of  Wifflom,  and  a  Light  derived 
from  that  primitive  Light  of  God's  Under- 
Handing;  and  then  the  Will  did  Sym- 
pathize as  much  with  his  Wili  approving 
and  chafing  whit  he  approved,  and  refuf- 
ing that  which  he  hated :  Idem  velle  at* 
que  idem  nolle,  ea  demumfirma  eft  ami- 
citia,  that  was  the  Conjunction,  and  it  is 
more  fhift  than  any  Tye  among  Men, 
there  was  not  two  Wills,  they  were  as 
it  were  one,  the  Love  of  God  reflecting 
into  the  Soul,  did  as  it  were  carry  the* 
Soul  back  again  unto  hjm,  and  that  was 
the  conforming  Principle  which  fafhioned 
the  whole  Man  without  and  within,  to 
his  Likenefs,4  and  to  his  Obedience  : 
Thus  Man  was  formed  for  Communion 
with -God,  this  Likenefi  behoved  to  be, 
or  they  could  not  joy n  as  Friends. 

But  now  this  calls  us  to  a  fad  Mecft- 
tation,  to  think  from  whence  we  have 

I  fallen,  and  fo  bow  great  our  Fall  is ;  to 
6U  frwp  fuch  *  UefledEfiate,  that  mu£ 
fee 
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fince  it  loft  the  very  Proportion  and  Vi- 
6ge  of  it,  that  is,  God's  Image  ?  Let  us 
confider  thUDoftrine,  that  we  may  know 
from  whence  we  have  fallen,  and  into 
what  a  Gulf  of  Sin  and  Mifery  we  have  - 
fallen,  that  the  new  News  of  Jefus  Cbrift  • 
t  Mediator  and  Redeemer  of  fallen  Man* 
may  be  fweet  unto  us.  Thus  it  pleafed  the 
Cord  to  let  his  Image  be  marred  and  quite 
fpoyled  in  us,  for  he  had  this  Defign  to 
repair  it,  and  renew  it  better  than  of  Old, 
and  for  this  End  he  hath  created-Chrift 
according  to  his  Image,  he  hath  fiamped 
that  Image  of  Holinefs  upon  his  Flefh,  to 
be  a  Pattern,  and  not  only  fo,  but.  a 
Pledge  alio,  of  restoring  fuch  Souls  as 
flee  unto  him  for  Refuge,  unto  that  pri- 
mitive Glory  and  Eicellency  :  Know  then 
that  he  hath  made  his  Son  like  unto  us. 
that  we  might  again  be  made  like  unto 
him  ;  he  (aid,  let  one  of  us  be  made  Man, 
in  the  Counfel  of  Redemption,  that  (bit 
might  again  be  faid,  let  Man  be, made  like 
unto  us,  in  our  Image :  It  is  a  fecond 
Creation  muft  do  it*  and  O  that  you 
would  look  upon  your  Hearts  to  enquire 
if  it  be  framed  in  you:  Certainly  you 
muft  again  be  created  intd  that  Image  if 
you  belong  to  Ctftift.  To  him  be  Praifc 
and  Glory. 


he  great  Mifery :  Satan  bath  fpoiled  us 
of  our  rich  Treafiire,  that  glorious  Image 
of  Holinefs.  And  bath  drawn  upon  our 
Snub  the  very  Vifage  of  Hell,  the  linea- 
ments of  this  helUlh  Countenance,  but 
the  moft  Part  of  Men  ly  ftupkJ,  infen- 
fibie  of  any  Thing,  as  Beafts  that  are  felled 
withftheir  Pall,  that  can  neither  find  Pain 
nor  rife ;  if  we  could  but  return  and  con 
fder  what  are  all  thofe  fad  and  woful 
Confequences  of  Sin  in  the  World,  what 
a  ftrange  Diflemper  it  hath  put  in  the 
Creation ;  What  Miferies  that  one  Fall 
hsh  brought  on  all  Mankind  ?  I  am  fure 
by  thefe  Bruifes  we  might  conjecture 
what  a  Orange  Fall  it  hath  been.  Sin 
dfcf  interpofe  between  God  and  us,  and 
this  darkned  our  Souls,  and  killed  them, 
the  light  of  Knowledge  was  put  out,  and 
the  life  o£  Holinefs  extinguished,  and  now 
cbere  reipains  nothing  of  all  that  (lately 
.Building,  but  fome  Ruines  of  common 
Principles  of  Reafon,and  Honefty  engrav- 
tn  on  all  Mens  Confciences,  which  may 
Mew  unto  us  what  the  Building  hath  been; 
we  hare  fallen  from  Holinefs,  and  fo 
from  Happinefs,  our  Souls  are  deformed 
ad  defiled;  you -fee  what  an  ill  favoured 
lUng  it  is,  to  fee  a  Child  wanting  an/ 
Members.  O  if  Sin  were  vifible,  how  ug- 
ly would  the  Shape  of  theJSoul  be  to  us, 


ft 


xi.  $6.  For  of  him,  andtbtikgb  bim9  and  to  him  are  nil  Things  > 
to  whom  be  Glory  for  ever.  y^p.     Pfal.  ciii.  19.  The  Lord  bath  pre- 


pared bis  Throne  in  the  Heaven:  And  bis  Kingdom  ruletb  over  all. 
Mat.  x.2?.  Are  not  tivo  Sparrow*  fold  for  a  Farthing?  And  one  of 
Ibem  {ball  not  fall  on  the  Ground  without  your  Father. 


THERE  is  nothing  more  commonly. 
GonfeflM  in  Words,  than  that  th* 
jptorideoc*  of .  God  reaches  to  all  the 
jQttaorc*  and  their  AAom^Sut  I  be* 


Sere  there  is  no  Point  of  Religion  fo  fu- 
perfkiaHy  and  fhghdy  confidered  by  the 
moft  Pan  of  Men :  The  moft  Part  pon- 
der none  of  thefe  dmae  Truths,  there  is 
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nothing  above  their  .Senfes  which  is  the 
Subjeft  of  their  Meditations:  And  for 
the  Children  of  God,  I  fear  many  cip 
give  fuch  Truths  of  God  too  common 
and  coarfe  Entertainment  in  their  Minds, 
"  through  a  Conceit  of  the  Commonnefs  of 
them.  I  know  not  what  we  are  taken  up 
with  in  this  Age,  with  fome  particular 
Truths,  more  remote  from  the  Know- 
ledge of  others  in  former  Times,  or  fome 
particular  Cafes  concerning  our  (elves : 
You  ifrill  find  the  molt  Part  of  Chriftians 
•ft retch  not  their  Thoughts  beyond  their 
own  Conditions  or  Interefts,  or  fome 
particular  Questions,  about  Faith  and  Re- 
pentance, gk  And  in  the  mean  Time 
the  moft  weighty  Points  of  Religion, 
which  have  been  theSubjeft  of  the  Me- 
ditation and  Admiration  of  Saints  in  all 
Ages,  are  wholly  laid  afide  through  a 
Mifapprehenfion  of  their  Commonnefi,  as 
if  a  Man  would  defpife  the  Sun  and  the 
Air,  and  prefer  forte  rare  Piece  of  Stone 
or  Timber  ta  them.  Certainly,  as  in  the 
Difpofal  of  the  World,  the  Lord  hath,  iii 
great  Wifflom  and  Goodnefs  made  the  mo  ft 
needful  and  u/efiil  Thing  moft  common  ; 
«hofe,  without  which  ^lan  cannot  live, 
are  always,  obvious  to  us,  fo  that  if  any 
Thing  be  more  rar%  it  is  not  neceflary  : 
So  in  this  UniverJe  of  Religion,  he  in 
Mercy  and  Wiflom  hath  fo  framed  all, 
that  tbofi  Points  of  Truth  and  Belief, 
which  are  moft  near  the  Subftance  of  Sal- ^ 
vation,  and  neceflary  to  it,  and  moft  fit  to 
eiercife  us  in  true  Godlineis,  thefe  are 
every  where  to  be  found,  partly  en- 
graven on  Mens  Hearts,  partly  fit  down 
moft  clearly  and  often  in  Scripture,  that 
a  believing  Soul  can  look  no  where  but  it 
muft  breathe  in  that  Air  of  the  Golpel,  and 
look  jupon  that  common  Sun  of  Righteoui- 
nefs,  Gpd  theCreatoiyand  tbg  pealing.  Sun, 
Ci*ift  che  Redeemer,  (hiring  every  where 


in  Scripture.     The  general  Providence  of 
God  and  thefperial    Adminiftration  of 
Chrift  the  Saviour,   thefe  are  common, 
and"  thefe  are  eflentr^l   to  our  happinefs ; 
therefore  'the    Meditation    of  Chriltians 
ftiouid  ru*  moft  upon  them,  and  not  al- 
wayi  about  fome  particular  Queftions  or 
Debates  Of  the  Time.     It  is  a  'ftrange 
Thing   how  People  (hould  be  more  al-  * 
fedted  with  a  Difcourfe  on  the  Affairs  of 
the  Time,  or  on  lbme  inward  Thoughts 
of  their  own  Hearts,  than  if  one  ihould 
(peak  of  God's  universal  Kingdom  over 
all  Men  and  Nations ;  that  is  accounted 
a  general  and  ordinary   Difcouife;  even, 
as  if  Men  would  fer  at  nought  the  Sun  s 
Light,  becaufe  it  (hines  to  all,  and  every 
Day ;  »or  would  defpife  the  Water,  be- 
cause it  may  be  founcf  every  where  :  Let 
the 'Sun  be  removed  for  fome  few  Days, 
andO  what  would  the  World  account  of 
it  beyond  aM  your  curious  Devices  or 
rare  Enjoyments.    This  is  it  which  would 
increafe  to  more- true  Godtiaeft,  if  rightly 
believed,  than  many  other  Things  ye  are 
bufied  withall.    h's  our  general  View  of 
them  makes  them  but  general.    I  fpoke 
once  upon  this'Word,  Horn.  xi.  36.  but 
only  •  in  reference  to  the  End  of  Man, 
^which  is  GodV  Glory ;  but  the   Words 
do  extend  further,  and  we  muft  now  con- 
flder  What  further  they  hold  forth;    The 
Apoftle  hath  been  (peaking  of  the  Lord's 
uqfearchable  Ways  and  Judgments  towards 

n  in  the  Dxfpenfitkxt  of  Grace  and  Sal- 
how  free  and  how  abfolute  he  is 

than  And  this  he  ftrengthens  by  the 
fupreme  Wiflom  of  QoiJVho  did  direft 
him  i  Why  doft  thou,  Man,  take  upon 
thee  to  direct  him  now?  For,  where 
was  there  any  CounfeiJor  when  he  alone 
contrived  all  the  Frame  of  this  World,  and 
then  bjr.fcvereign  Highnefs  and  Supre- 
macy over  the  Creawresdupofcd  of  them? 
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for  be  is  Debitor. to  none,  therefore  none 
(■quarrel  him  for  giving  or  not  giving, 
far  who  was  it  that  gave  him  firft,  for 
winch  he  Chould  give  a  Recompence? 
Was  there  any  could  prevent  him  with  a 
Qfr>  Nay.  none  could,  faith  he,  jor  of 
JT«,  and  through  Him.  and  for  Him 
*r  aB  things  :  And  therefore  he  muft 
■trent  Men.  For  from  whence  ihould 
dot  Qft  of  the  Creature,  which  could 
dbfct  him.  hive  its  Rife?  It  muft  be 
tfGbd  if  fcbe  a.  Creature^arri  therefore 
he  b.  io  no  -ManV  Common  He  muft 
ne  k  ere -we  have  it  to  give  htm  again^ 
The-  Words  are  moft  comprehenfive. 
fay  comprehend  all  Things,  and  that  is 
my  large-:  There  is  nothing  without  this 
Compafv  and  they  comprehend  all  the 
Dependance  of  Things.  Things  depend 
«m  that  which  .made  them,  that  which 
wefcrres  iheni»  and  that  for  which  they 
are  made.  All  Thing*  depend  on  him 
■.their  producing. Caufe,  that  firft gives 
fast .  a  Being :  For  of  Him  are  all 
f hints'*  they  alfo  depend onliira as  their 
conferring  Caufe,  who  continues  their 
Bang  by  that  felt-fame  Influence  where- 
iridi  be  g^ve  it,  for  thro^b  bim  art  all 
fbi***  :  And  then  they.depend  on  him 
» their  final  Caufe.  for  whofe  Glory  they 
f  are,  and  are  continued,  for,  for  Him  are 
'  §H  things.  Thus  you  have  the  Be- 
unRg9  the  Continuance,  and  the  End 
*  «f  die  whole  Creation  :  This  Word  may 
kad  us  through  all?  From  God  as*- the 
Beginning,  the  Alpba  and  Original  of 
fair  Being:  Through.  GW  a*  the  only 
Supporter,  Confirmer,  and  Upholder  of 
fair  Being :  And  unto  God  as  the  very 
End  for  which  they  have  their  Being. 
How,  to  travel  within  this  Compafj,  to 
sralk  continually  within  this  Circle,  and 
io  gp  along  this  blefled  Round  \  to  be- 
en at  God.  and  to  go  along  all  our 


Way  with  him,  till  we  arrive  and  end  at 
God  ;  and  thus  to  do  continually  in  the 
Journey  of  Meditation,  when  it  furveys 
any  of  his  Works,  this  were,  indeed,  the 
very  proper  Work,  and  the  fpecial  Hap- 
pinefs  Man  was  created  for  ;  And,  1  may 
fay,  a  great  Part  of  that  for  which    a 
Chriftian  is  created  for  :    Again,  there 
would  be  nothing  more  powerful  to  the 
comfbrming  of  a  Soul  to  God,  and  to  his 
Obedience  and  Fear,  than  this,  to  have 
that  Perfwafion  firmly  rooted  in  the  Heart, 
y bat   of  God  are  all  flAngs :  That 
whatever  it  be,  .Good  or  Evil,  that  befalls 
us,  or  ojhefs;  whatever  we  ob&rve  in 
the  World,   that  is  the  Subjtft  of  the 
Thoughts,  and  Diftourfes  of  Men,  and 
turns  Mens  Eyes-after  them,  that-  ail  that- 
is  of  God  ;  that  is,  it  is  in  the  World,  its. 
ftarted  out  of  nothing  at  bis  Command ; 
it  is,  becaufe  his  Power  gave  it  a  Being  r 
And  in  this  Confideration  to  overlook, 
and,  in    a   manner,    forget    all  fecond 
Caufes ;  to  have  fuch  affefling  and  up- 
taking  Thoughts  of  the  firft  Principle  of 
all  thefe  Motions,  as  to  regard  the  lower 
Wheels,  that  are  neit  us,  no  more  than 
die  Hand  or  the  Sword  "that  a  Man  ftrikes 
us  with ;  as  if  thefe  fecond  Caufes  had  no- 
Influence  of  their  own,  but  were  merely 
afted  and  moved  by  this  fupream  Power, 
as  if  God  did  nothing  by  them,  but  only 
at  their  Prefence.    We  fhould  fo  labour 
to  look  on  thofe  Things  he  doth  by  Crea- 
tures, as  if  be  did  them  alone  without  the- 
Creatines,  as  if  he  were  thisDay  creating 
a  World :  Certainly,  the  folid  Faith  of 
God's  Providence  will  draw  off  the  Cover- 
ing of  the  Creature,  and  efpy  the  fecret 
Almighty  Power  which  afts  in  every  Thing 
to  bring  forth  ,his  good  Pleafure  concern- 
ing them  :  And  then  to  confider,  with 
that    fame  Serioufiiefs  of    Meditation. 
that  iame  evertifting  Arm  which  made 
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them,   is  under  them  to  fiipport   them  \ 
that  the  moft  noble  and  excellent  Crea- 
tures are   but    Streams,  Rays,  Images, 
and      Shadows      of     God's     Majetty, 
which    as    they    have  their  Being   by 
Derivation,    fo   they  have    their  Con- 
tinuance by  that  fame  continued  Influence ; 
lb  chit   if  he  would  interpofe  between 
Mm&lf  and  them,  or  withdraw  his  Coun- 
tenance, or  flop  his  Influence,  the  moft 
fulficient  of  them  all  fhoulfl  evanilh,  as 
the  Sun-beams  dry  up  the  Streams  of  a 
Fountain,  jtnd  difappear  as  the  Image  of 
the    G1afs,   PJaL  cii.    29,  30.     O  that 
Place- were  a    pertinent   Objeft    of   a 
Chriftian'i  Meditation  :    How  much  of 
God  is  to  bepreft  out  of  it  by  ferious 
pondering  of  it?    tfbou  bidefl  thy  Face 
and  they  are  troubled,  thou  takeft  away 
tby  Breath  and  they  die,  thou  fendeft 
out  thy  Spirit,  and  they  are  created.     It 
n  even  with  the  very  Being  and  Faculties 
of  the  Creature  as  with  the  Image  in  the 
Glafs,   which   when  the  Face  removes, 
it's  feen  no  more ;  the  Lord,  as  it  were, 
breathes  into  them  a  Being,  and  when  he 
takes  in  his  Breaih.they  perilh,  and  when 
he  fends  it  out  again  rhey  are  renewed ; 
we  do  not  wonder  at  the  (landing  of  the 
World,  but  think,  if  we  had  been  Wit- 
nefles  of  the  making  of  it,  we  would  have 
been  filled  with  Admiration  ;  but  certain- 
ly, it's  only  our  Stupidity  that  doth  not  be- 
hold that  fame  Wonder  continued,  for 
what  is  the  upholding  of  this  by  his  Power, 
but  a  very  continued  and  repeated  Creati- 
on ?    Which  Influence  were  able  to  bring 
a  World  out  of  nothing.    If  this  had  not 
been,  before  the  Venue  and  Power  he  im- 
ploys  now  in  making  them  fubftft,  that 
Fame  alone  without    any  Addition  of 
Power  would  have  in  the  Beginning  made 
all  this  to  be  of  nothing  ;  fo  that  the 
Continuance  of  the  World  is  nothing  elfe 


but  an  uninterrupted,  and  conftant  Flm 
and  Emanation  of  thefe  Things  from 
God,  as  of  Light  from  the  Body  of  the 
Sun.  And  then  to  meditate  how  all  thefe 
Things  are  for  lam,  and  his  Glory,  thoigfr 
we  know  no  Ufe  nor  End  of  them,  yet 
that  his  Majefty  hath  appointed  them  to 
ihew  forth,  one  way  or  other,  the  Glory 
of  his  Name  in  thtm ;  and  thefe  Things 
which  to  our  firft  and  iboliih  Apprehen- 
fions  feem  moll  contrary  to  him,  and,  as 
it  were,  to  fpread  a  Cloud  of  Darknefs 
over  his  glorious  Name,  the  Sins  and  pre- 
v^fc  Doings  of  Men  and  Angels,the  many 
Diforders  and  Confuiions  in  the  World* 
which  feem  to  railed*  fome  way  upon 
him  ;  that  yet  be  hath  holy  and  glorious 
Ends  in  them  all,  yea,  that  himfelf  is  the 
End.  of  all:  I  fay,  to  meditate  on  thefe 
Things  till  our  Soul  received  the  Stamp 
of  Reverence,  and  Fear,  and  Faith  in 
God,  this  would  certainly  be  the  moil 
becoming  Exercife  of  a  Chriftian,  to 
bring  all  Tilings  down  from  God,  that 
we  might  return  and  afcend  with  all  Things 
again  unto  God. 

This  is  the  moft  fuitable  Employment 
of  a  Man,  as  realbnable,  much  more    as 
Chriftian,  that  very  Duty  lie  was  created 
for.    fbis  People  ta^e  I  formed  for 
myfelf,  tbeyjbali  fbew  forth  my  Praifi 
Ifa.  xliii.  81.     And  this  is  the  ihewinf 
forth  of  his  Praife,  to  follow  forth  th 
Footfteps  of  God  in  the  Word,  and  in  tl 
World,  and  to  ponder  thefe  Paths  off 
vine  Power,  and  Goodnefs,  and  Wifcto 
and  to  acknowledge  him  with  our  Ht 
in  all   thefe.    He  made  many  Creati 
on  which  his  Glory  and  Praife  is  the 
forth,  and  he  made  this  Creature  M 
(hew  forth  that   Praife,  and  that  C 
which  is  fhewed  forth  in  other  Crea 
O,  but  this  is  a  divine  Office  ;  itisf 
i  how  our  Hearts  are  carried  forth  u 
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bate  Things,  andfaufied  in  quuy  vain,  im- 
pertinent, and  bafe  Employments,  and 
fcarcc  evertaind  this  great  one  wa  were 
owed  for*  . 

Certainly*  this  \%  die  Employment  we 
Were  made  fijr,  to,  deduce  all  Things 
fan  God  till  we  can  again  reduce  all  to 
Vtmm'ub  Glory ;  to  bring  all  down  from 
his  cvgrlifting  Counfels,  until  we  find  all 
qt.to  his  eternal  Glorj,  together  with  the 
Sacrifice  of  our  Hearts ;  to  behold  all 
t  to  be  of  Him.  that  is,  of  his  eter- 
Counfel  and  Decree,  to  hare  their 
a  the  Boibra  of  that;  and  then  through 
to  proceed  out  of  the  Bofbm  o£  his 
Ml  Purpole  by*  his  Power,  quq/i 
sty  t  U  icaute  pounsia,  and  then  to  return 
frith  all  the  Praife  and  Glory  to  his  ever 
glorious  Name.^r  whom  are  alt  things. 
TbRe  is  none  but  they  will  aHow  God 
tome  Government  jp  the  World ;  fome 
would  hare  him  as  a  King,  commanding 
and  doing  all  by  Deputies,  and  Subftr 
mtes  ;  fome  would  have  Ms  Influence  ge- 
neral, like  the  Son's imonfubUmary  Things; 
but  how  (hallow  are  Mens  Thoughts  in  re- 
gard of  that  which  is  ?  God  has  prepared, 
indeed/  his  Throne  in  the  Heaven; 
chat  is  true,  that  his  Glory  doth  manifeft 
it  self  in  fome  Orange  and  majeftick 
Manner  above,  but  the  whole  Tenour 
of  Scripture  thews,  that  he  is  not  (hut 
up  in  Heaven,  but  that  he  immediately 
ores  for,  governs,  and  difpofes  all  Things 
in  the  World,  for  His  Kingdom  is  enar 
aB:  It  is  the  Weaknefi  of  Kings,  not 
their  Gory,  that  they  have  need  of  Depu- 
ties; it  is  his  Glory,  not  Bafenefi,  to 
look  co  the  meaneft  of  his  Creatures  ;  it 
b  a  poor  Referoblance  and  empty  Shadow 
tftar  Ksngs  have  of  him ;  He  rules  in 
lb  Kingdoms  of  Men,  and  to  him  be- 
Imgs  the  Dominion  and  the  Glory  ;  he 
Afarei  the  Name  of  a  King,  whofc  Beck 


Heaven  and  Earth  obeys.  Can  a  King 
command  that  the  Set  flow  not?  Can  a 
Parliament  aft  and  ordain  that  the  Sua 
rife  not,  or  will  thefe  obey  them  ?  Yet 
at  his  Decree  and  Command  the  Sun  is 
dark,  the  Sea  ftands  fhJl,  the  Moun- 
tains tremble;  atittj  rebuke  the  Sea  fled. 
Alas!  What  do  we  mean  that  we  look 
upon-Greatures,  and  aft  our  (elves  as  if 
we  were  independent  jg  our  Being  and 
moving}  How  manjPThings  fall  out, 
and  you  call  them  cafual,  and  attribute 
them  to  Fortune  ?  How  many  Things 
do  the  World  gaze  upon,  thidk  upon,  and 
difcourfe  upon,  and  yet  not  one  Thought, 
one  Word  of  God  all  the  Time?  What 
more  contingent  than  the  Falling  of  a 
Sparrow  on  the  Gound  ?  And  yet  even  that 
is  not  uneipefted  to  him,  but  it  flows 
from  his  Will  andCounfel;  What  left 
taken  Nofice  of  or  known  than  the  Hairs  . 
of  your  Head  ?  Yet  thefe  are  particularly  •  ♦ 
numbred  by  him,  and  fo  no  Power 
in  the  World  an  add  to  them,  or  dimi- 
nUh.  from  them,  without  his  Counfef. 
O,  what  would  the  Belief  of  this  do  to 
raifc  our  Hearts  to  fuiuble  Thoughts  of 
God  above  the  Creatures,  toencreafe  the ' 
Pear,  Faith,  and  Love  of  God,  and  to 
abate  from  our  Fear  of  Men,  and  our 
vain  and  unprofitable  Cares  and  Perplexi- 
ties? .  How  would  you  look  upon  the 
Affairs  of  Men,  the  Counfels,  Contrivan- 
ces, Endeavours,  and  Sooeefles  of  Men, 
when  they  are  turning  Things  upfide 
down*  and  plotting  the  Ruin  of  his  People.  . 
and  eftablifliing  themfelves  alone  in  the 
Earth?  What  would  you  think  ofafl 
thefe  Revolutions  as  this  Time?  JMany 
Souls  are  aflonjflied  at  them,  and  Hand 
gating  at  what  is  done  and  to  be  done  ; 
and  this  is  the  very  Language  of  your  Spe 
rits  and  Ways,  The  Lord  batbforfaktn 
fie  Eartb§  the  Lord  teeth  not:  This  is 
R  the 
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the  Language  of  our  Parliaments,  and  Pfco- 
pie,  they  do.imagkrt  that  tbepr  are  doing 
flieir  own  Bufinefi,  and  making:  all  fiire 
for  themfelrcs  r  But  Or  what  would  a 
Soul  think  that  could  efcape  abort  them 
all,  tod  arife  up  to  the  firft  Wheel  offw 
£nt  Motion*?  A  Soul  that  did  Hind  upon 
nV  exalted  Tower  of  the  Word  of  God, 
and  looted  off  it  by,  die  Profpeft  of  Faith, 
would  prelentlr  JjjCorer  the  Circle  In 
which  all  theft  iKndringt  and  Changes 
are  confined*  and  fee  Men,  States,  Ar- 
Nations,  and  all  of  them  doing  no- 
but   tuning    about  mr  Round, 


(  at  a  Horfe  in  a  Mitt)  from  God's  eter- 
nal Purpofe,  by  tni  Almighty  Power,  to 
his  un$eafcat>te  Glory :  You  might  behold 
all  theft  ennvapncMotbns  of  the  CtaH 
'tures,  inclosed  within  thole  Limits,  that 
they  mud  begki  here,  andend  here,  though 
themfeltes  are  fo  beaftly,  that  ihey  nei- 
ther know  qfwbvm,  not  for  whom  their 
Counfele  and  A  Atony  anrr  Certainly, 
Satan:  cannot  break  without  this  Compass* 
to  ftr?e  his  own:  Humour,  Principalites- 
and  Pbwcts  cannot  do-it  ?  if  they  wilt 
nor  glorify  htmr  he  (half  glorify  faimfrtf 
by  tteisi, /and  upon: AeUb 


Gen.  ii.  17.  But  of  the  free  of  the  Knowledge  of Good  mtdBsoO,  tbm 
Jb*i>  not  oat  of*;fori»tb*D#ttritbfcM 
(bolt  furtly  dh.  Gen.  :»  2 tf .  AuAQod  fai<%  let  is  make  Mntf  in 
our  mage,  after  our  Libwfs  r  Au&kt  then*  bsve  Dominion  over 
tbeFtJb  of  the  Sea,  and  over  tie  Fowl  $f  tha  Jm>  and  over  the 
Cattle,  find  over  atttbe  Earthy  and  over  omen  etefpit%  firing  that 
creepetb  upon  tbo.  Earth, 


THE  State  wherein  Man  was  created 
ttArfi,  you  heard  was,  exceeding 
good,  all  Things  very  good,  and  he  beft 
of  all,  the  cbofctfi  caeemat  and  rtGble 
Piece  of  Cod's  WottmanMp;  made  'at* 
costing  to  the  matt  eiceieat  Patten*,  ufi 
ttr  our  Image.  Though,  it  beaDoubJ* 
Mtfsry  10  be  once  happy,  yet  feeing: 
the  Knowledge  of  our  Mifery  snby  ehr 
time  of  Gad  mads  the  Entry  to*  ft  new 
Ifepptnefc,  k  is  moA  neceffitry  to  taken 
View  of  what  Man  moo  was,  thai  we 
nupteauwefaafible  of  what  he  now  i* 
Yjo*  amy  take  up  this,  Imago  and  Uhew 
nefr  h*  thm  Benches*  fty,  The* 
iw  a  fveet  Conformity  of  dm  Sou*  to 
ito  Uatofladia*  WUt  and 


unto  Gents  HbtiniG  and  Eight ;  A  beau, 
tafia!  light  in  t be  Mind,  derived  from 
thai  PMntaMighc  by  whto.  ^AAmtdid 
euAfty  kntJw  both  dMne  andnamrat. 
Thiag*  What,  a  gseat  Dfftostfs  dbrk 
ytrappsm  between  a  leamn»Maw  and  am 
rudo  Perfo*  though  it  beaut  m 
miunjpa*  Things?  The  one  i* 
at  Bea*  aVCom^rifcm  of  tbo 
O  hew  muebmore  was  there 
betweesr  sidam*  Knowledge ,  and  than 
of  dvaMfrtearac*?'  The  higfaetf  Ad» 
mriMt  <*  iSrt  and  AnMiy  htfhic 
life,  rtaxhtf  nofinbe*  riu»tx>atoarnaj: 
fgnonmce  ofd*  Myfltrwt-  k*  the  Work* 
tf&oYtiri  jw  dwetoa  wwdwfciSc-! 
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_^_ to  die  Mind  in  it  ;  but  hour 

'ttodi  fweec  Complacency  hach  Adam 
.  hid,  Whofe  Heart  was  fo  enlarged  as  to 
tnow   both  Thing!  higher  and  lower, 
teir  Natures*   Properties,  and  Vertues, 
and  fcvcral  Operations  ?.  No  Doubt  could 
trouble  him,  no   Difficulty  vex  him,-  no 
Ctanroverfy.  or  .tiueftion  ptrplex  him; 
hat  above  all,  the  Knowledge  ofthatglo- 
Kdus  and  eternal  Bring,  that  gave  him  a 
Hong,  and  infufed  fuch  a  Spirit  into  him ; 
Uie  beholding  of  fueh  infinite  Treasures  of 
tylftom,  and  Guodnefs,  and  Po.ver  in 
fain,   what  an    amiable   and  rctireftiful 
Sgfrt  would  it  be,  when  there  was  no 
Cloud  of  Sin  and  Ignorance  to  interpofe 
Jfei  ecBple  the  full  Enjoyment  of  that  in- 
fcrefcied  Light?    When  the  Afpeft  of  the 
&m  mates  the  Moon   (b  glorious  and 
%>ea|ifitid|  What  may  you  conceive  of 
Jfifvii  Soul  framed  with  a  Capacity  to 
irebefre  Light  immediately  from  Gods 
tSbuotraance  ?    How  Air  and  IrafltBbl 
tvould  that  Soul  be,  until  the  clark  Cloud 
df  Sin  did  interpofe  it  fdf>    Then  con- 
filer,  what  a  beautiful  Re&tufc  and  Up- 
nfcbtnefc>what  a  comely  Order  a*d  Subor- 
(Bnadon  would  erifiie  upon  this  tight,  and 
ibake  Us  Will  and  AAeAons  wonderful 
Good  ?    Eccl.  vii.  t§i  God  made  Man 
Upright.  There  wasno  Throw  nor  Crack 
in  all,  all  the  Powers  of  the  Soul  bending 
tapright  towards  that  Fountain  of  allGood- 
ittfi ;  now  the  Soul  is  crooked  and  bends 
downward  towards  thofe  bale  earthly 
*Tlings,that  is  the  Abafcroent  of  the  Soul ; 
tten  it  looked  upright  towards  God,  had 
no  Appetite,  no  Delight  but  in  him  and  his 
f  utoefi,  and  had  the  Moon  or  changeable 
World   under  its   Feet ;  there  was  a 
Beauty  of  Holinefc  and  Righteoufnefi, 
frrihich  were  the  Colours  that  did  per&A 
kid  idorn  tbcfc  Lineaments  of  the  Image 
If  (So4  which  Knowledge  did  draw  in  the 


Soul :  Be  was  a  htrmngandaJUmng 
Light 9  may  be  truly  faidof  Adam,  who 
had  as  much  Life  as  Light,  as  much  De- 
light in  God  as  Knowledge  of  him ;  this 
was  the  right  Conftitution  and  EfeJpofition 
of  Man,  his  Head  lifted  up  in  Hoti- 
njfi  and  Love  towards  God,  his  Arms 
ftretched  out  in  Righteoufhefi  and  Equity 
towards  Man,  and  all  the  AfieAions  of 
the  Man  under  their  Command,  they  could 
not  trouble  this  Sea  with  any  TeApeft.  be- 
guile they  were  under  a  powerful  Commatr 
der.wbo  keept  them  under  fucb  Aw  aad  Q 
bedience  as  the  Centurion  his  Servants, 
frying  to  one  go,  and  he  goeth,  and  to  ano- 
ther comet  and  he  cometh,  fending  out 
Love  one  Way,  holy  Hatred  another  Way. 
Tbefe  were  as  Wings  to  the  Bird  to  flee 
upon,  as  Wheels  to  the  Chariot  to  run 
upon,  though  now  it  be  turned  juft  con- 
trary, that  the  Chariot  draws  the  Coach- 
man, became  the  Afogjon  is  downward* 
There  could  be  no  Motion  in  an  upright 
Man's  Soul  till  the  holy  and  righteous 
Will  gave  up  a  Sentence  upon  k  •  tfcijt 
was  the  frrimum  mcbife,  which  was  turn- 
ed about  it  fcif  by  fuch  an  JtmeUigentia 
as  the  Understanding.  Andfbit  was  in 
Chrift,  Affeftion  could  not  move  hit*, 
but  be  did  m#ve  Ms  awn  AfieAions,  Ht 
troukled  bimfelf.  In  us  the  Servant  rides 
on  Horfes,  and  the  Prince  walks  on  Foot; 
and  asin  a  dtflfempered  Society,  the  Laws 
and  Ordinances  proceed  by  an  unnatural 
Way,  from  the  Violence  of  unruly  Sub* 
jefts  ufurpingover  their  Matters.  Hoiy 
and  righteous  Man  could  both  ratio  up 
his  ArTetf  ions,  and  compofe  them  again, 
they  were  under  fuch  Nurture  and  Hfcip- 
line;  he  could  havelaid.  Hitherto,  and 
no  further,  in  which  there  was  feme  Re- 
fanblance  of  God,  ruling  the  raging  and 
unruly  Sea ;  but  now,  if  oooe  tbeyget 
Efttry  into  our  Ciqrjdiey  are  more  power- 
R  t  fit. 
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fill  than  the  Governor,  and  will  not 
take  Laws  from  him,  but  give  rather  ; 
when  we  have  given  Way  to  cjir  Pa/Eons, 
tbey  do  next  what  they  pleafe*  not  what 
*  we  permit. 

Next  his  Excellency  confiftcd  in 
luch  an  Immunity  and  Freedom  from 
all  Fear  of  Mtfery  and  Danger,  from 
all  Toudi  of  Sorrow  or  Pain,  and  did  ei> 
joy  fuch  an  holy  Complacency  and  De- 
light in  his  own  Eftate,  as  made  him  com* 
pleatfy  ftppy.  In  this  he  was  like  God; 
'That  is  his  BlefledneG  that  he*  is  abfo- 
lutely  well  pleafed  in  hi'mfelf,  that  he  U 
without  the  Reach  of  Fear  and  Danger ^ 
that  none  can  impair  it,  none  can  match 
it,  /  am  God  and  none  elje,  thjjt  it 
Sufficiency  of  Delight  to  know  himfelfj 
and  his  own  Sufficiency  1  Indeed,  Man 
was  made  changeable,  mutably  good,  that 
in  this  he  might  know  God  was  above 
him,  and  fo  might  haVe  Ground  of  Watch- 
fclnefs  and  Dependaige  upon  him  for  Con- 
tinuance of  his  Happinefs  who  made  him 
happy :  But  being  made  (6  upright,  no 
difquieting  Fear,  nor  perplexing  Care 
could  trouble  him.  Then  Lafliy,  If  you 
add  unto  this,  holy  Satisfaction  with  his 
own  State  and  Freedom,  the  Dorhinioh 
and  Sovereignty  he  had  over  the  Crea- 
tures, as  a  Confecjuent  flowing  froto  that 
Image,  you  may  imagine  what  a  happy 
Creature  he  was.  Whatfoever  Content- 
mentor  Satisfaction  the  Creatures  could 
afford,  all  of  them  willingly  and  pJeafant- 
ly  would  concur  to  beftow1  it  upon  Man, 
without  his  Care  or  Toil,  as  if  they  had 
accounted  it  their  Happinefs  to  ferve 
him.  What  more  excellent  than  this  Or- 
der) Man  counting  it  his  Happinefs 
and  Delight  to  ferve  God,  and  Creatures 
efteeming  k  theif  Happinefs  to  ferve 
Man,  all  Things  runnings  towards  him 
with  all  their  Goodnefs,  as  to  a  com- 
GemF»  W*  he  rimming  ail  to 


God,  from  whence  tbey  did  immedtitelT 
flow:  Thus  befntes  the  P ulnefs  and 
Riches  of  God's  Goodnefs  immediately 
conferred  upon  Man,  he  was  enriched 
with  all  the  Store  and  Goodnefs  that  the 
Earth  was  full  ofi  * 

God  having  made  Man  thus,  and  fur- 
ni(hed  him  after-  this  Manner,  he  gave 
him  a  Law,  and  then  he  made  a  Cove- 
nant, with  him ;  there  was  a  Law  firft  im- 
printed into  sidam,  and  then  a  Law 
prescribed  unto  jiim;  there  was  a  Laiv 
written  in  h»  He?rt,  the  Remainder  *f 
which  Paul  foth.mifcs  the  Gentiles  in- 
eicufcable ;  but  it  was  jierfeftly  drawn  iii 
him  :.  All  the  Principles  and  Notions  of 
good  and  evil  were  exaftly  drawn  in  it  § 
he  had  a  natural  difcerntng  of  them, 
and  a  natural  Inclination  to  all  good,. 
and  Averfion  from  all  evil :  A*  there  is 
a  kind  of  Law  impofed  by  God  upon 
other  Creatures,  which,  they  canftantly 
keep,  and  do  not  ftverve  fiom,  even. bis 
Decree  and  Commandment,  to  the  Obe- 
dience of  which  A$y  are  compofed 
and.  framed ;  the  Sea  hath  a  Law  and 
Command  to  flow  and  ebb,  and  it  is  that 
Command  that  breaks  its  proud  Waves  on 
the  Sand;  when  tbey  threaten  to  over- 
flow^ Mountains,  the  Beads  obey  a  Law 
written  in  their  Natures  of  eating  and 
drinking,  of  firisfying  their.  Sfenies,  and 
every  one  hath  its  feveral  InfKnft  and 
Ptopenfion  to  feveral-  Operations ;  So 
God  gave  a  morp  noble  IniUnft  unto 
Man;  futtahletoh:s  reasonable  Soul,  ao 
Inftinft  and  Impulfe  to  pleafe  God,  in  fucfi 
Duties  of  HoHnefr  and  Righteoufbefs, 
a  Sympathy  with  fiich  Ways  of  Integrity 
and  Godlinels,  and  an  innate  Antipathy  a- 
gainfKucb  Way  s  as  were  difpleafing  tq 
him*  or  difeonourable,  »  the  Creature : 
There  is  a  kind  of  Comelinefs  and'  fweet 
Harmony  and  Proportion  between  fuch 
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Workv*nhe  Love  of  God  and  Man, 
die  Ufe  of  alt  for  his  Glory*  of  whom  aU . 
Things  are,  and  Man's  realbnabJe  Being,  | 
Sxb  a  Thing   do&t  iuir  and  become  it. 
Again  other  Things,  as  the  Hatred  of  God 
and   Men,.  Negleft  and  Forgetfulnefs   of 
Km,    Drunkennefi  and  abating  Lulh  of 
rim  kind,  do  difagree,  and'arc  undecent  to 
tt.     O  hove  happy  was  Adam*  when  Ho- 
inefi  and  Righteoufnefe  were  not  written 
en  Tables  of  Stone*  but  on  his  Heart, 
and  when  there  was  no  Need  of  external 
letfwafion,.  but  there  was  an  inward  Im- 
gulfe.  inclining  him  ftrongly,  and  laying 
a  kind  of  fweet  Neceffity  upon  him,  to 
that  which  was  both  his  Duty  to  God  and 
Men,  and  his  own  Dignity  and  Privilege  ? 
This  was  no  Queftion.the  very  Beauty 
of  his  Soul,  to-be  not  only  under  a  Law 
proper  and  peculiar  to  himfelf,  but  to  be 
in  ward/7  framed  and  moulded  to  u,  to  be 
a  living  Law  unto  himfelf. 
.  But  befides  this  inward  imprinted  Law 
of  Hohnefs  and  Righteoufnefs,  which  did 
without  more  Rules  direft  and  determine 
lam  to  that.whkh  is  in  itfelf  good,  it  plea- 
fed  the  Lord  to  prescribe  and  impofe  apo- 
finve'liaw  unto  him,  to  command  him 
Abftinence  from  a  Thing,  neither  good 
nor  evil,  but  indifferent,  and  fuc ha. Thing 
as  of  it  (elf -he  might  have  done,  as  well  as 
made  life  of  any  other  Creature  •  there 
was  no  Difference  between  .the  Fruit  was 
dUcharged  him,  and  the  Fruit  of  the  reft 
of  toe  Garden;  there  was  nothing  in  it  did 
require  Abftinence,  and  nothing. in  him 
either.    Yet  for  mo  ft  wife  and  holy  Ends, 
the  D>rd  enjoins  Urn  to  abftain  from  that 
Fruit,  and  puts  an .  A&  of  Reftraint  upon 
Mm,  to  abridge.  Ms  Liberty  in  that  which 
might  prove  his  Obedience,  and  not  hinder 
fcuH*ppine&,or  diminifh  it;  becaufe  he 
formfeed  htm  abundantly  befide.    Yqu 
mtj  perccive'two  JUafons  of  it ;  one  is„ 


that  the  (bvereign  Power  and  Dominion  of 
God  overall  Men,  may  be  more  eminent- 
ly hf  Id  forth,  and   that  vifibly  in  fuch  a 
Symbol  and  Sign.     He  who  put  Man  in 
fuch  a  well  furntfhed  Houfe,  and  placed, 
him  in  a  plentiful  and  fruitful  Garden,  re-, 
lerves  one  Tree,,  tbaujhalt  not  eat  there- 
of tto  let  ^4 dam  fee  and  know,  that  he  it 
the  (bvercign  Owner  of  all  Thing?,,  and 
that  liis  Dominion  over  the  Creatures*, 
and  their  Service  unto  him,  was  not  fi* 
much  for  an?  natural  Prerogative  of  Man. 
above  them,  as  out  of  Divine  Bflumy  and: 
Indulgence,  became  hehadchofcn  a  Crea- 
ture to  himfelf  to  beautify  and  make  nap-' 
py.    This  was  a  Handing  vifible   Tefti- 
mony,  to  bring  Man  continually  to  Re- 
nembrance  of  hisSovereigoty,  that  being, 
thus  far  exalted  above  other  Creatures,  he 
might  know  himfelf  to  be  under  his  Cre- 
ator, and  that  he  was  infinitely  above 
him  ;  That  he  might  remember  his  own 
Homage  and  Subjection  to  God,. when 
ever  he  looked  upon  his  Dominion,  over 
the  Creatures.    And  truly  in  other  natu- 
ral Duties  which  an  inward  Principle  and: 
.Inftinlt  drives*  unto, .  the  Suitablenefi  and 
Conveniency,  or  Beauty  of  the  Thing,, 
doth  often  preponderate,  and  might  make 
Man  to  dbferve  them,  without  tbmucti 
Regard  of  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the 
iftoft  High :  But  in  this  the  Lord  would  - 
have  no  other  Reafoh  of  Obedience  to 
appear,  but  his  own  abfolute.  WilT  and 
PJeafiire,  to  teach  all  Men  to  cohfider  in 
their  AcTmgs,    rather  the  Will  of  the 
Commander,  than  the  Goodnefs  or  Ufe  of 
the'  Thing  commanded.     And  then  for 
this  Reafon,  it  was  enjoined  to  make  a 
more  exa&ffTrial,   and  to  take  a  more 
ample  Proof  of  Yarn's  Obedience.  Of- 
tentimes we  do  Thing*  commanded  of 
God,  but  upon  what  Ground  or  Motive  * 
Becaufe  our  owa  Iattreft  lyes  in  them, 

becaufe 


134 

feecauie  there  ii  an  inward  Weight  and 
pondus  of  Affeftion  prefling  us  to  them. 
The  Lord  commands  the  mutual  Dunes 
between  Parents  and  Children,  between 
Man  and  Wife,  between  Friends,  Duties 
of  Self-prefervation  and  Defence,  and 
fuch  like ;  and  many  are  very  exaft  and  di- 
ligent in  performing  ttiefe :  But  from  what 
Principle  't«  eafy  to  difcern,  not  becaufe 
they  arc  commanded  of  God,  (not  fo 
much  as  a  Thought  of  that  for  the  moft 
part)  butj^ecaufe  of  an  inward  and  natural 
Inclination  of  AffeAion  towards  our  feJVes 
and  our  Relations,  which  is  like  an  In- 
Ainft  and  Impulfe  driving  us  to  thofe 
Duties.  And  truly  we  may  fay,  'tis  the 
Goodnefs  and  Bounty  of  the  Lor<t  that 
hath  conjoined  in  moft  Parts  of  command- 
ed Duties,  our  own  Intereft  and  Advan 
tage,  our  own  Inclination  and  Propeniioh 
with  his  Authority,  or  elfe  the  Toil  and, 
Pain  of  them,  would  overbalance  the 
Weight  of  his  Authority.  Now  tlien  in 
fuch  Duties  as  are  already  imprinted  on 
Man's  Heart,  and  confonant  to  his  own 
"Keafon,  there  cannot  be  a  dear  Proof  of 
Obedience  of  Gods  Will t  the  pure  and 
naked  Nature  of  Obedience  doth  not  fo 
clearly  (bine  forth  in  the  Obforvation  of 
thefc,  is  it  no  great  Trial  of  the  Creatures 
Subjection  of  its  Will  to  his  fupream  W:*, 
when  there  are  fo  many  Reafons  befides 
his  Will*  which  may  incline  Man's  Will 
unto  it :  BUt  here,  in  a  Matter  in  it  felf 
pleafanttotheSenfes,  unto  which  he  had 
a  natural  Inclination,  the  Lord  interpofes 
himfelfby  a  Command  of  Reflraint,  to 
tike  full  Probation,  whether  Man  would 
fubmit  to  his  goodPleafure  ^eerly  for  it 
felf,  or  whether  he  would  obey  meerly 
becaufe  God  commands :  And  indeed  in 
fuch  like  Duties  as  hare  no  Commendati- 
on but  from  the  Will  and  Authority  of 
che  Lawyer,  it  will  appear,  whether 


Of  Providence. 


Man's  Obedience  be  pure  and  Ample  Obe- 
dience, and  whether  Men  lore  Obedience 
for  it  felf  alone,  or  for  other  Reafons : 
Therefore  the  Lord  faith,  Obedience  is 
better  than  Sacrifice,  and  Diibbedience  is 
Rebellion .  Suppofir  in  fuch  Tlu^s  as  cah 
neither  hurt  r| ndr  help  us,  God  put  a 
Reftraint  upon  us,  though  Obedience  may 
be  of  left  Worth  than  in  other  more  fub- 
ftamial  Things,  yet  Diibbedience  in  fuch 
ealy  Matters  is  moft  hainous,  becaiife  k 
proclaims  Open  Rebellion  againft  God :  If 
it  be  light  *nd  elfy,  it  is  more  eafily  obey- 
ed, and  the  more  Sin  and  Wickednrfs  m 
diibbeying  :  And  therefore  is  Adam'sSxn 
called  Diibbetfience  in  a  fignal  Manner, 
Rm.  v.  becaufe  by  retiring  fuch  a  (mall 
Point  of  Horn  age  and  Subjetfion,  he  did 
raft  off  God's  Power  and  Authority  over 
hin\  and  would  not  acknowledge  him  ibr 
his  Superior.  This  fliould  teach  us  who 
believe  the  repairing  Of  that  Image  by  Je- 
fus  Chrift.  to  rtudy  fuch  a  Refpeft  and 
Reverence  to  God's  holy  Will,  as  to  do 
all  Things  without  more  asking,  Why  it 
is  fo?  If  we  once  know  what  it  is,  tliere 
is  no  more  Question  to  be  asked.  Of 
Creatures  we  muft  enquire  a  quare,  after 
*  quid  ;  a  fl%,  after  we  know  what 
their  Willis :  But  Chriftians  (hould  have 
their  Wills  fo  fubdued  unto  God's,  that 
though  no  Profit  nor  Advantage  were  to 
redound  by  Obedience,  though  it  were 
in  Things  repugnant  and  crofi  to  our  In- 
clination~and  Humour,  yet  we  (hould  ferve 
and  obey  him,  as ,  a  Teflimony  of  our 
Homage  and  SubjeAiOn  to  him  ;  and  till 
we  Jfearn  this,  and  be  more  abftraAed  from 
bur  own  Interefts  in  the  Ways  of  Obedi- 
ence; eren  from  the  Interefts  of  Peace, 
and  Comfort,  and  Liberty,  we  do  not 
obey  him,  becaufe  he  commands,  but  for 
our  own  Sakes.  It  is  the  Praftice  of 
AtatnaMianf,  "and  contrary  to  true  God- 

finefs, 
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Of  iUJLrftCwtWntt  &c. 


ftsjetsu  satoo*  upon  the  Law  of  God  as 

dht  Creatures  Bundage,  as  vaatii  of  us  dp 
in  our  walking  ;  a-  Chrirtian  ia  whom 
tim  Image  of  God  is  renewed  according 
t>  RiefM^eoulhcfs  and  HDlinefi*,  (hould 
Subje&ion  and  Conformity  to  ai 


, __„  \  *S 

Law,  and  to  the  Will  of  God  his  only  wue 
Liberty,  yea  the  very  Beauty  of  tbeSoui ' 
and  never  is  aSoiil  advanced  in  Confor- 
mity to  God,  till  this- be  iu  Dcli^lu,  not  a 
Burden  or  Tusk. 


t 


Gal.  iff.  i  x.    the  Law  is  not  of  Faitb ;  but  the  Man  that  doth  then* 

tkmlklwe  m  tbem. 
Got   ».  tj.  But  of  the  tfteeoftbe  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil,  tbou 

fbak  not  eat  of  it ;  for  i*  the  D<ty  that  tbou  tatcji  tbewof,  tbou  {bate 

furely  die. 


THE  Lord  made  all  Tilings  for  him- 
felt,  to  (hew  forth  the  Glory  of  his 
Name,  and  Man.  in.  a  more  eminent  and 
%eci*rManner,  for  mere  eminent  Ma 
iftftetioosof  himlelf ;  therefore  all  his 
Dealiqgs  towards  Men*  whether  righte- 
ous or  finfui,  do  declare  the  Glory  of 
Glff.  Particularly,  in  Reference  to  the 
prefent  Purpofe,.  he  refolved  to  manifeft 
rwo  mining  Properties.  His  Sovereign- 
ty and  Goodnefs;  his  Sovereignty  is  (hew- 
ed, in  giving  out  a  Law  and  Command 
to  die  Creature,  and  his  Goodnefs  is  ma- 
mfefted  in  making  a  Covenant  with  his 
Creature;  As  here  you  fee  the  Terms  of 
a  Covenant,  a  Duty  required,  and  i  Pro- 
mise made,  and  in  cafi  of  failing,  a 
Treating  conformed  to  the  Promtfe. 
He  might  have  required  Obedience  (imply, 
as  the  Lord  and  (bvereigo  Owner  of  the 
Btidi  and  Operations  of  the  Creatures, 
and-  Aat  was  enough  of  Obligation  to 
bind*!)  Pleih,  that  the  Creator  is  Law* 
giver,,  tluu  he  who  gives  a  Being  doth  Jet 
B6usub  and  limits  to  the  Exerciftf  imd 
Ufitf  ihfc  Being?  But  it  plepfed  the 


Lord  in  his  infinite  Gbodnefi  and  Love,  to 
add  a*,  Promife   and  Threatning  to  that 
Law  and  Command,,  and  fo  turns  it  to  the1 
Nature  of  a  voluntary  Covenant  and  A- 
greemeht,  whereby  |y  doch  mitigate  and 
fweeten  his  Authority  and  Power,    anal' 
condefcer  's  fo  low  to  Man,  as  to  take  o» . 
himlelf  a  greater  Obligation  than  he  puis, 
upon  Man,  Do  tbis  and  tbou  Jbait  live. 
lie  might  then  out  of  his  Abibluteoelsand* 
Power,  have  required  'at  the  Creature* 
Hand  any  Terms-  he  pleafed,  even  the 
hardeft  could  be  imagined,  and  yet  no> 
Irjiiftice  in  him.;  he  mighihave  put  Laws. 
on  Men  to  reftrain  all  their  natural  Liberty,. 
and  in  every.  Thing,  to  proclaim  nothing, 
out  his  own  Supremacy.    fiutOs  what 
Goodpeis  and  Condeicenfion  i*  even  in* 
the  yery  Matter  of  the  Law ;  and  then  ia> 
the  Manner  of  prefcribing  it  with,  a  Pro- 
mue.  In  the  Matter  &>  juft  and  equitably 
to  convince  all  Mens  CenJueaces*  jrca. 
even  engraven  on  their  Hearts,  that  ht 
lays  not  many  Burdens  on*   but  what 
Mens  Confidences  muflr  lay  on  them* 
Mvtt,  tatuwisadtfainguitt  aM  when< 

fiiuimcd 
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Of  the  firft  Covenant^ 


tommed  up  birder  than  this,  lore  God 
moftof  all,  and  thy  Neighbour  as  they 
feif,  which  all  Men  muft  proclaim  to  be 
due.  though  it  had  not  been  required: 
And  but  one  Precept  added  by  his  meer 
Will,  which  yet  wasfoeafy  a  Thing,  as 
4t  was  a  Wonder  the  Lord  of  all  put 
n  j  other  Conditions  on  the  Creature :  And 
then  for  the  Manner  that  is  propounded 
in  Covenant- wife,  whha  Proraife  (not  to 
expeft  the  Creatures  Confent,  for  it  did 
not  depend  on  hU  Acceptation,  he.  being 
bound  to  accept  my  Terms  his  Lord  pro- 
fXHUcfcd)but  becaufethe  Matter  and  all 
was  fo  equitable*  and  the  Conditions  fo 
unple,  that  if  it  had  been  propounded  to 
any  rational  Man,  he  would  have  confent- 
*J  with  an  Admiration  at  God's  Good- 
w?6.  Indeed  if  we  fpeafc  ftriftly.  there 
cannot  be  a  proper  Covenant'  between 
<■*  and  Man,  there  is  fuck  an  infinite 
fiiAance  between  tifh  unequal  Parties, 
ourObediencfc  and  Performance  being  ab- 
ibjutelyin  his  Power;  we  cannot, proinife 
was  our  own,  and  it  being  but  our  Duty 
we  cannot  crave  or  expeft  a  Reward  in 
Juffcce,  neither  can  Je  owe  any  Thing  to 
the  Creature  ;  yet  trpleafcd  his  Majefty  to 
propound  it  in  thefe  Terms,  and  toftoop 
to  low  unto  Mens  Capacities,  and  as  it 
were  come  off  the  Throne  of  his  Sove- 
reignty, both  to  require  foch  Duties  of 
Men,  and  to  promife  unto  diem  fuch  a 
free  Reward;  and  the  Reafons  of  this 
may  be  plain  upon  God's  Part,,  and  upon 
ours :  in  foch  Dealing,  he  confulted  his 
-own  Glory,  and  Man's  Good.  His  own 
dory,  I  (ay,-  is  manifefted  in  it,  and 
chietV  the  Glory  of  his  Goodaefi  and 
Love,  that. the  moft  High  comes  down 
fo  low,  as  to  article  with  his  own  Foot- 
flool,  that  be  changes  his  abfolute  Right, 
into  a  moderate  and  temperate  Govern- 
ment, and  tempers  his  lordly  and  truly 


monarchial  Power,  by  fuch  a  Commixture 
of  Gentlenefs  and  Goodnefi,  in  requiring 
nothing  but  what  Man  behooved  to  call 
reafonable  and  due ;  and  in  proraifing  fo 
much,  as  no  Creature  could  challenge  any 
Title  to  it.    When  the   Law  was  pro* 
mulgate,  Do  this,  eat  not  of  this  Tree ; 
sidams  Confcience    behooved   to>  fay, 
Amen  Lord,  all  is  due,  all  the  Reafon 
in  the  World  for  it :  But  when  the  Pro- 
mife is  added,  and  the  Trumpet  (bunds 
longer,  thou  (hall  live,  O  njore  than  Rea- 
fon, more  than  is  due,  muft  his  Confci- 
ence fay.    It  was  Reafon,  that  the  raort 
high  Lord  Jhould  ufe  his  Foot-ftool  as  his 
Foot-ftool,  and  fet  bis  Servant    in  the 
Place  of  a  Servant,  and  fo  keep  Diftance 
from  him.    But  how  ftraoge  b  it,  that  he 
humbles  hirafelf  to  make  Friendship  with 
Man,  to  aflTume  him  in  a  Rind  of  Familia- 
rity and  Equality?  And  this  Chrift  is  not 
forgetful  of;  when  he  reftores  Men,  he 
puts  them  in  all  their  former  Dignities, 
1  call  you  not  Servants  but  Friends : 
Next,  his  Wififcm  doth  appear  in  ttU|, 
that  when  he  had  made  a  reafonable  Crea- 
ture, he  takes  a  Way  of  Dealing,  fuitable 
to  his  Nature,  to  bring  forth  willing  and 
free  Obedience  by  the  Perfwafion  of  fuch 
a  Reward,  and  the  Terror  of  fuch  a  Pu- 
niftiment.    He  moft  wifely  did  inclofe 
the  Will  of  Man  as  it  were  on  both  Sides, 
with  Hedges  of  PunUhment  and  Reward, 
which  might  have  teen  a  Efficient  De- 
fence or  Guard  a&unft  all  the  Irruptions 
of  contrary  Perfwafions,  that  Man  might 
continue  in  Obedience,  and  that  when  he 
went  to  the  right  Hand  or  left,  he  might 
be  kept  in,  by  the  Hope  of  fuch  an  ample 
Psomife.  and  the  Pear  of  fuch  a  dreadful 
Tbreamwg.    But  then  the  Righteoufhefc  . 
of  God  doch  appear  in  this,  for  there  is 
nothing  doth  more  illuftrate  the  Juftice 
of  the  Judfce.  than  when  the  Malefaftor, 

hath 


and  the  Terms  thereof. 


huh  before  coofentcd  co  fucha  Punifo- 
inent  in  cafe  of  Tranfgreflion  ;  irten  the 
Law  is  confirmed  by  the  Content  and  Ap- 
probation of  Man,  now  he  has  Maa  fub- 
fcribing  already  to  his  Judgment,  and  fo 
ail  the  World  muft  ftop  their  Mouth  and 
become  guilty  in  cafe  of  Tranfgreflion  of 
fijch  a  righteous  Command  after  fuch 
Warning.  , 

But  in  the  next  Place,  'tis  no  lefs  for 
Man's  Good :  What  a  Honour  and  Dig- 
nity was  put  upon  Man,  when  he  was 
taken  into  Friendftiip  with  God  ?    To  be 
in  Covenant  of  Friendfhip  with  a  King, 
Q  what  a  Dignity  is  it  accounted  ?    And 
foole  do  account  it  a  great  Privilege  to 
be  in  Company  and  Converle  with  feme 
eminent  anfj  great  Perfon.    But  may  not 
Man  iky.  with  the  PfaJraift,  Lord  what 
is  Mdntbat  tbou  art  fo  mindful  of  him, 
or  tke  Son  of  Man  that  thou  vifiteft  bim, 
Hal.  Tiii.  ?     Again,  what  Way  more  fit 
and    fuitable    to   Air  up.  and  conftrain 
.Adam  unto  a  willing  and  coaftant.  Obe 
dtence.    when  he  had  the    Encourage- 
ment of  iuch  a  gracious  Reward,  and  the 
Determent  of  fuch  a  fearful  Punifhmem? 
Between  thefe  two  Banks  might  the  Sii- 
rer-ftreams  of  Obedience  have  run  for 
ever    without  breaking  over.    He  was 
bound  to  all,  though  nothing  had  been 
promifed :  But  then  to  have  fuch  a  Hope, 
what  Spirits  might  it  add  to  him  ?  .  The 
Lord  had  been  free  upon  Man's  Obedi- 
ence either  to  continue  him  his  happy 
Eftate,  or,  to  denude  him  of  it,  or  to 
annihilate  him,  there  was  no  Obligation 
lying  on  him ;  but  now,  what  Confirma- 
tion might  Man  have  by  looking  upon  the 
certain  Recompence  of  Reward  ?    When 
God  brings  himfelf  freely  under  an  Obli- 
gation of  a  Promife,  and  b  afcertains  it 
to  Us  Soul,  which  he  could  never  have 


dreamed  of,  and  gives  him  Liberty  jp Iter Promifes, 
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challenge   him   upon  his  Faithfulnefs  to 
perform  it.     And  then  Cqftff,  There  was 
no  Way  fo  fit  to  commend  God,  and 
fweeten  him  unto  his  Soul  as  this.     Adam 
knew'  that  his  Goodnefs  could  not  extend 
to  God,  that  his  Righteoufnefs  could  not 
help  him,  nor  his  Wickednefs  hurt  him, 
and  fo  could  expeft  nothing  from  his  ex- 
aft  Obedience;    but  now   when   Gods 
Goodnefs  doth  fo    overflow  upon  the 
Creature,  and  the  Lord  takes  Pleafure  to 
communicate  Himfelf  to  make    others 
happy,  tho    he  had  need  of  none ;  O. 
how  muft  it  engage  the   Heart  of  Man 
to  a  delightful  Remembrance,  and  Con- 
vert with  that  God?    As  his  Authority 
ihould  imprint  Reverence,  fo  his  Good- 
nefs thus  manifefted  fhouhl  engrave  Con- 
fidence.   And  thus  the  Life  of  Man  was 
not  only  a  Life  of  Obedience,  but  a  Life  j^ 
of  Pleafure  and  Delight ;  not  only  a  ho-^r 
ly,  but  a  happy  Life,  yea,  happy  in  Ho- 
linefi. 

•  Now  as  it  was  PauTt  great  Bufinefi 
in  preaching,  tor  ride  Marches  b&ween 
the  Covenant  of  Grace,  and  the  Covenant 
of  Works,  to  take  Men  ofF  that  old  bro- 
ken Ship  to  this  fure  Plank  of  Grace  that 
is  offered  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  drowning 
Souls  ;  So  it  would  be  our  great  Work  . 
to  (hew  unto  you  the  Nature  of  this  Cove- 
nant, and  the  Terms  thereof,  that  you  may 
henceforth  find  and  know  that  Salvation 
to  be  now  impoffible  by  the  Law,  which 
fo  many  feek  in  it  ?  We  have  no  Errand  to 
(peak  of  the  firft  Adam,  but  the  better  to 
lead  you  to  the  fecond :  Our  Life  was  once 
in  the  firft,  but  he  loft  himfelf  and  us  both, 
but  the  fecond  by  loiing  hinjlelf  fives' 
both.    We  have  nothing  to  do  to  Ipeak  of 
the  firft  Covenant,  box  that  we  may  lead 
you,  or  purfue  you  rather  to  the  *cond. 
eflablilhed  upon  better  Terms  and  bet- 


the 
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The  Tferms  of  this  Covenant  are.  Do 
rtt\r,  tfnrf  fivex  perfeSt  Obedience  with- 
eut  one  Jot  of  Falling  or  Falling,  an  intire 
and  univerfaJ  Accompliibment  of!  the 
whole  WiH  of  God,  that  h  the  Duty  re- 
quired of  Man ;  there  is  no  Latitude  left  in> 
the  Bargain,  to  admit  Endeavours  in/lead 
of  Performance,  or  Defire  inftead  of  Duty; 
there  is  no  Place  for  Repentance  here; 
if  a  Man  fail  in  one  Point,  he  fails  from 
the  whole  Promife ;  by  theTenour  of  this 
Bargain,  there  is  no  Hope  of  Recovery. 
If  you  would  have  the  Duty  in  a  Word, 
Vs  a  Love  of  God  with  allotor  Heart  and 
Soul,  and  our  Neighbour  as  our  fclf,  and 
that  teftified  and  verified  in  all  Duties  and 
Offices  of  Obedience  to  God,  and  Love 
to  Men,  without  the  leaft  Mixture  of  Sin 
and  Infirmity.  Now,  the  Promile  on 
\  God's  Part  is  indeed  Iargtf  than  that  Duty, 
Hot  only  becaufe  undefeived,  but  even  in 
the  Matter  of  it,  'tis  fo  abundant ;  Life, 
Eternal  Life,  Continuance  in  a  happy  E- 
Kate.  There  is  a  Threaning  added,  In 
what  Day  thou  eateft  tbou  Jbalt  die  \ 
that  is,  thou  (halt  become  a  mortal  and 
miferable  Creature,  fubjeft  tojtlifery  here 
and  hereafter ;  which  is  more  preffingly 
lee  down  in  that  Word,  Curfedisbe  that 
abides  not  in  ail  fbin&s  written  in  the 
Law  to  do  tbem.  It  is  very  perempto- 
ry, that  Men  dream  not  of  efcaping 
Wrath,  when  they  break  but  in  one,  fup- 
foie  they  (Rd  abide  in  all  the  reft.  Cur- 
led is  every  Man  from  the  htgheft  to  the 
loweft,  the  Lord  Almighty  is  engaged  a- 
gainft  him,  his  Countenance,  hjs  Power 
is  againft  him  to  deftroy  him  and  make 
him  mife'rahle ;  whoever  doth  fail  but  in 
one  Jot  of  the  Commands,  he  fhall  not 
4ii1y  611  from  that  blefted  Condition  free- 
»y  promifed,  but  lofe  all  that  he  already 
poOeSed*  &M  from  that  Image  of  God, 
Pqgunioa  over  the  Creatures,  and  incur, 


inrtead  of  that  poflefled  and  expeA 
Happinfrs,  Mifery  here  on  Soul  at 
Body,  in  Pains,  Sickneffcs,  Trouble 
Grieft,  &t.  And  eternal  Miiery  on  boi 
without  Meafiire  hereafter.  Etern 
Definition  from  the  Prefence  of  t 
Lord,  and  tbe  Glory  of  bit  Power. 

Now,    tfbif  Law  is  not  of  Fai 
fiith  the   Apoftle :    This  opens   up  t 
Nature  of  the  Bargain;  and  the  Oppo 
tion  between  the  prefent  Covenant,  a 
that  which  is  made  with  loft  Sinners  wi 
a  Mediator.     This  Covenant  fs  callc 
of  Works,  Do   tbix,  and  live ;  to  hi 
that  workeih  is  the  Promife  made,  thou, 
freely  too.     It  is  Grace  tlm  once  a  B 
ward  fhouM  be  promifed  to  Obedient 
but  having  once  refolved  to  give  it,  he* 
in  Juftkre  appears  in  an  equal  andtinifo 
Diftribution  of  the  Reward,  accordin/ 
Works;  So  that  where  there  is  an  E 
lity  of  Works  there  (hall  be  an  Eqw 
of  Reward,   and  no  Difference  put 
tween   Perfons  equal :     Which  u 
very  Freedom  of  the  Covenant  of  ' 
that  it  pafles  over  all  fuch  Confider. 
and  deals  equally  in  Mercy  with  \i 
Sinners,  and  unequally  it  may  b 
them  that  are  equal  in  Nature. 

You  may  ask,  Was  not  Adai 
lieve  in  God,  and  did  not  the  Law 
Faith?    I  anfwer,  Chrift  diftinf 
twofold  Faith,l^M  believe  in  Got 
alfo  in  me.  No  Queftion  he  was 
believe  in  God  the  Creator  oft) 
and  that  in  a  threefold  Confide 

Firft,   To  depend  on   Go 
being  and  Fountain-good:  Hisr 
nefc  was  but  a  Flux  and  Emar 
that  Sun  of  Righteouihefs,  an 
be  perpetuated  by  conftant  a 
Sight ;  die  Interpofuion  of  W 
tween  him  and  God  did  fi 
,cfcs  eternal  Night  of  Dark/ 


Whether  the  Lata  did  require  Faith 


US 


A»Ve  taught  him  to  Jive  in  him  in 
whom  he  -had  Life,  and  Being,  and  Mo- 
boa,  and  to  ibrget  and  look  over  his  own 
Fferirftions  9s  cvanilhing  Shadows ;  But 
qukkly-extinguifoed  hi*  Life  when  he 

to  live  in  himfelf. 
Next,  he  w|s  obliged  id  believe  Cod's 
Word,  both  Threatning  and  Proraife.and 
to  hive  thefeconftamly  in  his  View  ;  and 
certainly •  if  he  had  kept,  in  his  ferious 
Confideration,  the  ineftimable  Blefling 
«f  Life  promiled,  jad  the  fearful  Curfe 
of  Death  threatned,  if  he  had  not  been 
induced  -firft  .to  doubt,  and  then  to  deny 
ife  Truth  and  Reality  of  thefe,  he  had 
■of  attempted  fucb  a  defperate  Rebellion 
againft  the  Lord. 

Then  Vbirdly,  He  was  to  believe 
aad  perfwade  Hrafelf  of  the  Lords  father- 
ly Love,  and  that  the  Lord  was  well  pleaf- 
fd  with  his  Obedience,  and-  this  Faith 
would  certainly  beget  much  Peace  and 
Qtnemels  in  his  Mind,  and  alio  conftrain 
fcjm  to  Jove  him,  and  live  to  htm  who 
loved  him,  and  gave  him  Life  and  Hap- 
pnj^Vout  of  Love;  yet  this  holds  true 
■hot  ithe  Apoftle  iaith,  the  Zutw  .is  not 
ff  JFaitb,  to  wit,  in  a  Mediator  and  Re- 
deemer ;  it  was  a  Bond  of  immediate 
Frkndftiip,  there  needed  none  to  mediate. 
between  God  and  Man,  there  needed  no. 
ftecoociler  where  there  was  no  odds  nor 
Pittance:  But.the  Gofpel  is  of  Faith  in  a( 
Mediator;  its  the  Soul  plighting  its  Hope 
upon  Jefiis  Chrift  in  its  dcfpeiate  NeoeA 
£fcjm  and  fo  fuppofes  Man  infill  and  raifcr- 
alde  in  bimfelf,  and  in  his  own  Senfe  too, 
«xf  fo  putting  over  his  Weight  and  Bur- 
den upon  one  whom  God  hath  made 
mighty  10  five  :  The  Law  is  not  of  Faith, 
but  of  perfeA  Works, .  a  Watch-word 
brought  in  of  Purpofe  to  bring  Men  off 
tfaeirwnkering  after  .a.  broken  and  deipe- 
que  Covenant ;  it  admits  no  Repentance, 


it  ipeats  of  no  Pardon,  it  declares  no 
Cautioner  or  Redeemer ;  there  isnotUqg 
to  be  expefted,  according  to  the  Tenor 
of  that  Covenant,  hut  Wrath  from  Hea* 
ven ;  eiilier  perfonal  Obedience  in  all,  or 
Perfonal  Punifhment  for  ever,  that  is  the 
very  Terms  of  it,  and  it  knows  no  other 
Thing.  Either  bring  compleat  Righteouf 
nefs  and  Holinefi  to  the  PromUe  of  life* 
or  expert  nothing  but  Death. 

This  may  be  a  (ad  Meditation  to  us, 
to  ftand  and  look  back  to  our  former  E- 
ftate,  and  compare  it  with  thai  into  which 
we  are  fallen  ;  that  Image  we  (poke  of  is 
defaced  and  blotted  out,  which  wa  the 
Glory  of  the  Creation,  and  now  ihere  is  . 
nothing  fo  monltrous,  fo  deformed  in  the 
World  as  Man  ;  the  Corruption  of  the 
beft  Things  is  always  word,  the'  Ruins  of 
the  moft  noble  Creature  are  moft  ruin- 
ous, the  Spot  of  the  Soul  moil  abomi- 
nable ;  we  are  nothing  but  a  Mais  of  Dark* 
nefsf  Ignorance*  Error,  inordinate  JLuft  j 
nothing  but  Con&fion,  Difordej,  and 
Diftempep  in  the  Soul*  and  in  the  Coo* 
verfation  of  Men;  and  in  Sum.  thjufefeF 
fed  Bond  of  Fjiendihip  with  God  broken, 
Dilcord  and  JBnmity  entered  upon  our  $de 
and  feparated  us  from  God,  and  fo  we 
can  expeft  nothing  from  that  firft  Cove- 
runt,  but  the  Curie  and  Wrath  threatned : 
By  one  Man>  Dilbbedience  Sin  entered 
upon  all,  and  Death  by  Sin ;  becauie  m 
that  Agreement  Adam  was  a  common 
Ptrfon  reprefenting  ui,  and  thus  are  all 
Men  once  fubjeft  to  God's  Judgment,  and 
come  ihort  of  the  Glory  of  God,  fallen 
from  Life  into  a  State  of  Death,  and,  for 
any  Thing  could  be  expefted,  irrevoca- 
bly. But  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  in  ]ps 
infinite  Mercy,  to  make  a  better  Cove- 
nant in  Chrift  his  Son,  that,  what  was 
impoffible  to  the  Law,  by  Reafon  of  our 
Weakneft  **i  Wickednofc  Us  Son.  feot 
S  %  in 
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in  the  Flerti,  condemned  for  Sin,  might 
accomplish,  Rom.  viii.  3.  There  is  fome 
Comfort  yet  after  this ;  That  Covenant 
was  not  laft,  and  that  Sentence  was  not 
irrevocable  ;  He  makes  a  new  Tranfafti- 
on,  lays  the  Iniquity  of  his  EleCt  upon 
Chrift,  and  puts  the  Curfe  upon  his  Shoul- 
ders which  was  due  to  them ;  Juftice 
cannot  admit  the  Abrogation  of  the  Law, 
but  Mercy  pleads  for  a  Temperament  of 
it ;  and  thus  the  Lord  difpenfes  with  per- 
gonal Satisfaction,  which  in  Rigour  he 
might  have  craved;  and  finds  out  a  Ran- 


fom,  admits  another's  Satisfaction  in  their' 
Name:  And  in  the  Name  of  that  Cau- 
tioner and  Redeemer  is  Salvation  preach- 
ed upon  better  Terms,  Relieve  and  thou 
[bait  befaved,  Rom.  a.  Thouloft  and  un- 
done Sinner,  whoever  thnu  an,  that  findeft 
thy  felf guilty  before  God,  and  that  thou  canft 
not  ftand  in  Judgment  by  the  former  Co- 
venant ;  thou  who  haft  no  perfonal  Righte- 
oufhefs.andtruftsin  none,  come  here,  em- 
b;ace  the  Righteoufiiefs  of  thy  Cautioner* 
receive  him,  and  reft  on  him,  and  thou 
(hah  be  laved. 


Eccl.  vii.  29.  Lo,  this  only  have  1  found,  that  God  bath  made  Man 
upright ;  but  they  have  fought  But  many  Inventions. 

HT  H  EToine  half  of  true  Religion  confifts 
■*■  in"  the  Knowledge  of  our  (elves, 
the  other  half  in  the  Knowledge  of  Cod ; 
and  whatever  befitfcs  this,  Men  (tudy  to 
know  and  apply  W  Hearts  unto,  it's 
vain  and  impertinent, .  and  like  meddling  in 
other  Mens  Matters,  negletfing  our  own, 
if  we  do  not  give  our  Mirtd*  to  the  Search 
of  thefe.  All  of  us  mult  needs  grant  this  in 
the  general,  that  it  is  an  idle  and  unpro- 
fitable Wandring  abroad,  to  be  carried 
fonh  to  the  Knowledge  and  Vft  of  o» 
ther  Things,  and  jn  the  mean  Time  to 
be  Strangers  to  our  felves,  with  whom 
wefhould  be  raoft  acquainted.  If  any 
Man  was  diligent  ahdearneft  in  the  En- 
quiry and  Ufe  of  the  Things  in  the  World, 
Solomon  was;  he  applied  his  Heart  to 
feek  out  Wifdom,  and  what  Satisfaction 
was  in  the  Knowledge  of  all  Things  na- 
tural, and  in  this  he  attained  a  great  De- 
gree beyond  all  other  Men ;  yet  he  pro- 
Bounces  of  h  all,  after  Experience  and 


Trial,  that  this  alfo  was  'Canity  and 
Fexation  of  Spirit,  not  only  empty  and 
unprofitable,  and  not  conducing  to  that  true 
Bleflednefi  be  fought  after;  but,  hurtful 
and  deftruAive,  nothing  but  Grief  and 
Sorrow  in  it.  After  be  had  proved  all, 
with  a  Reiohition  to  be  wile,  yet  it  was 
far  from  him,  IJaid,  I  wifl  be  wife, 
but  it  was  far  from  me,  Ver.  23.  And 
therefore,  after  long  wandring  abroad, 
he  returns  at  length  home  to  hirafelf,  to 
know  the  Eftate  of  Mankind,  Zj>,  this 
only  have  I  found,  &c.  Ver.  29.  When 
I  have  fearched  all  other  Things,  and 
found  many  Things  by  Search,  yet  (fays 
he)  What  doth  it  all  concern  me,  when 
I  am  Ignorant  of  my  felf?  There  is  one 
Thing  concerns  me  more  than  all,  to 
know  the  Original  of  Man,  what  he  once 
was  made,  and  to  know  how  far  he  is 
departed  from  his  Original.  This  only  I 
have  found  profitable  to  Men,  and  as  the 
Entry  aad  Preparation  to  that  Bleflednefs  I 

enquice 


What  tve  are  to  know  concerning  ourfefoes.        141 


enquire  for,  to  have  the  true  Diicovery 
of  our  Mifery. 

There  are  two  Things  then  concerning 
Man    that  you  have  to  fearch  and   t>> 
know,  and  that  not  in  a  trilling  or  curi- 
ous Manner,  as  if  you  had  no  other  End 
in  it  but  to  know  it,  as  Men  do  in  other 
Things,  but  in  a  ferious  and  earoeft  Way, 
as  in  a  Matter  of  fo  much  Concernment 
to   our  eternal  Well-being.     In  Things 
that  relate  particularly  to  our  (elves,  we 
labour  to  know  them  for  fome  Advan- 
tage, befides  the  knowing  of  them,  even 
though    they    be    but  fmall   and  lower 
Things  ;   how   much  more  fhould  we 
propofe  this  unto  our  felves  in  the  Search 
and  Examination  of  our  own  Eftate,  not 
meerly  to  know  fuch  a  Thing,  but  to 
know  it  that  we  may  be  ftirred  up  and 
provoked  in  the  Senfe  of  it  to  fook  after  the 
Remedy  that  God  holds  forth.    There 
are  two  Things  that  you  have  to  know  ; 
What  Man  once  was  made,  and  how  he 
fa  now   unmade  ;  how  happy  once,  and 
bow  miferable  now.    And  anfwerable  to 
theft  two,  are  Branches  of  the  Text,  God 
made  Wan  upright,  that  he  was  once ; 
and  the j  have  fought  out  many  Inven- 
tions, not  being  contented  with  that  Blef- 
fednefs  ihey  were  created  into,  by  catch- 
ing at  a  higher  Ertate  of  Wifdom,  have 
fallen  down  into  a  Gulf  of  Mifery,  as  the 
Man  that  gazed  on  the  Stars  above  him, 
and  did  not  take  Notice  of  the  Pit  under 
his  Feet  till  he  fell  into  it ;  and  thus  Man 
b  now.     So  you  have  a  ftiort  Account  of 
the  two  Eftates  of  Men,  of  the  Eftate 
of  Grace  and  Righteoulhefs  without  Sin. 
and  the  Eftate  of  Sin  and  Mifery  without 
Grace:  You  have  the  true  Story  of  Man 
from  the  Creadon  unto  his  prefent  Con- 
dition :  But  .all  the  Matter  is,  to  have  the 
lively  Senfe  of  this  upon  our  Hearts.  I 
tod  ntthcr  that  we  went  home' bewailing 


our  Lofs,  and  lamenting  our  Mifery,  and 
longing  for  the  Recovery  of  thai  Blefled- 
nefs,  than  that  we  went  out  with  the  exaft 
Memory  of  all  that  is  fpoken,  and  could 
repeat  it  again* 

God  made  Man  upright  -.  At  his  firft 
moulding  the  Lord  (hewed  excellent  Art, 
and  Wifdom,  and  Goodnefs  too  ;  Man 
did  come  forth  from  under  his  Hand  in  the 
firft  Edition  very  glorious,  to  (hew  what 
he  could  do;  upright  rihzx  is,  all  right  and 
very  exactly  conformed  to  the  noble  and 
high  Pattern,  endued  with  Divine  Wifdom 
fuch  as  might  direct  him  to  true  Happi- 
ne6,and  furniftied  with  a  Divine  Willing- 
nefs  to  follow  that  Direftion  ;'  the  Com- 
mand  was  not  above  his  Head  as, a  Rod, 
but  within  his  Heart  as  a  natural  Inftinft ; 
all  that  was  within  him  was  comely  and 
and  beautiful ;  For  that  gloriaus  Light  that 
fhined  upon  him,  having  Life  and  Love 
with  it,  produced  a  lweet  Harmony  in  the 
Soul ;  he  knew  his  Duty,  and  loved  it, 
and  was  able  to  perform  ft.    Of  How 
much  is   in  this  one  Word,   Upright  I 
Not  only  Sincerity  and  Integrity  in  the 
Soul,  but  Perfection  of  alt  the  Degrees  and 
Pans  ;  no  Part  of  HoHnefs  wanting,  and 
no  Meafure  of  thete  Parts;  no  Mixture 
of  Darknefs  or  Ignorance,  no  Mixture  of 
Indifpofition  or  Unwillingnefs ;  Godlinefi 
was  fweet  and  not  laborious ;  the  Love 
of  God,  poflTefling  the  Heart,  did  conform 
all  within  and  without  to  the  Will  of  God.. 
and  O  how  beautiful  was  that  Conformi- 
ty .'    And  that  Love  of  God,  th^  Foun- 
tain-being, did  fend  forth  as  a  Stream,  Love 
and  Goodwill  to  all  Things,  as  they  did 
partake  of  God's  Image ;  and  lb  Hblinefk 
towards  God  did  beget  Righteoufenefs  to- 
wards Men,  and  made  Men  to  partake  of 
one  anothers  Happuiefs. 

This  is  a  Survey  ofhim  in  his  Integrity 

as  God  made  him.  but  there  follows  a  *** 

but 
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tut,  a  lad  and  woful  Exception :  But, 
tbey  bai+fougbt  many  Inventions.  We 
cannot  look  upon  that  glorious  Eftate 
whereunto  Man  was  made,  but  ftraight- 
way  we  muft  tumour  Eyes  upon  that  Mife- 


ry  into  which  he  hath  plunged  himfelf,  andU  but  Pride  and  Ambition  gpt  a  defined 


be  the  more  aflfe&ed  withit,that  it  was  once 
otherwifc.     It  is  Mifery  in  a  high  Degree 
to  have  been  once  happy ;  this  raoft  of 
all  aggreges  our  Mifery,  and  may  encreafe 
Che  Senfe  of  it*  that  fuch  Man  once  was, 
and  fuch  we  njight"  have  been,  if  we  had 
not  deftroyed  our  felves.    Who  can  look 
upon  thefe  Ruins,. and  refrain  Mourning? 
It's  fiid,  that  thofe  who  faw  the  Glory  of 
the  firft  Temple,  wept  when  they  beheU 
thefecond,  becaufeitwas  not  anfwerab'e 
to  it  in  Magnificence  and  Glory :  So,  1 
fay,  it  might  occasion  much  Sadnefs  and 
Grief.  even»to  the  Children  of  God,  in 
whom  that  Image  is  in  part  repaired,    and 
.   that  by  a  fecond  Creation,  to  think  how 
much  more  happy  and  blefled  Man  once 
was,  who  had  Grace  and  Holinefs  with- 
out Sin.  But  certainly,  it  (hould  and  muft 
be  at  firft,  before  this  Image  be  reftored, 
•the  bitter  Lamentation  of  a  Soul,  to  look 
upon  it  felf  wholly  ruinous  and  defaced, 
in    the    view  of  that    glorious    ftately 
Fabrick  which  once  was  made :  How  la- 
mentable a  Sight  is  it  to  behold  the  firft 
Temple  demolifhed,  or  the  firft  Creation 
defaced,  and  the  lecond  not  yet  begun  in 
many  Souls,  the  Foundation -ftone  not  yet 
laid.    It  was  a  fad  and  doleful  Invention 
which  Satan  inlpired  at  firft  into  Man's 
Heart?  to  go  about  to  find  out  another 
Happfoefi,  to  feek  how  to  be  wife  as  God, 
an  Invention  that  did  proceed  from  Hell, 
how  Co  know   Evil  experimentally  and 
prafiically  by  doing  it ;  that  Invention  hath 
invented  and  found  out  all  the  Sin  and  Mi- 
sery under  which  the  World  groans.    It 
ua  poor  Invention  to  devife  MUeiy  and 


Torment  to  the  Creature ;  this  wu  d* 
Height  of  Folly  and  Madness,  forajqpp 
Creature  to  invent  how  co  make  k  Iff 
miferable  and  all  others.  IndeedL  he  s> 
tended  another  Thing,  to  be  moft  happy  j 


Fall,  the  Refult  of  all  is  Sin  andMifaj. 

And  now  from  the  firft  deniiih  In- 
vention, the  Heart  of  Man  if  poflcfid 
with  a  Multitude  of  vain  imymimu. 
Man  is  now  become  vain  in  Mi  laugjofr 
tions,  and  his  foolifh  Heart  is  darloci; 
that  Divine    Wiflom   he   was  tatoi 
withal  is  eclipfed,  for  it  was  a  R*f  d 
God's  Countenance,  and  now  be  is  kft 
wholly  in  the  dark  without  a  Qwfc,  wit 
out  a  Direftor  or  Leader;  he  is  mmed 
out  of  the  Path  of  Holinefs,  audi) of 
Happinefs  ;  a  Night  .of  grofi  Dtttoe* 
and  Blindnefs  is  come  on,  and  the  Wayii 
full  of  Pits  and  Snares,  and  the  Ed  of  * 
is  at  befteternal  Mifery ;  and  theita  no 
Lamp,  no  Light  to  fhine  in  it.  to  Aewbta 
either  the  Mifery  that  he  is  polling  urtfc 
or  the  Happinefs  that  he  is.  fleeing  from  • 
There  is  nothing  within  him  /uf&tiefltJP 
direct  his  Way  to   fileflednefs,  iri  oo* 
thing  willing  nor  able  to  follow  fi>ch  J 
Direction.    And  thus  Man  is  kfc  to  Ac 
Invention  and  Counfel  of  his  own  ddjr 
rately  wicked  and  deceitful  Heart;  id 
that  is  above  all  Plagues  to  be  given  up  » 
a  reprobate  Mind.  He  is  now  left  to  fort 
aTutbrandGuider,  and  it  is  full  of  Id* 
ventions  indeed.    But  they  are  all  in  fft 
that  is,  all  of  them  insufficient  for  djs 
great  Purpofe  ;  all  of  them  cannot  mate 
one  Hair  that  is  black,  white,  much  Jet*  id* 
deem  the  Soul ;  but  befidea,  they  are  it 
ftru&ive  ;    they  pretend  to  deliver,  k* 
they  deftroy  ;  a  defperate  wicked  Hetft 
imagineth  evil  continually,   evil  sfaiifi 
God,'  and  evil  to  our  own  Souls ;  jpdt 
deceitful  Hean  finoothl  pw^buBvil 
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ait  pfdfcfts  it  under  another  Notion,  and 
i*  under  Pretence  of  a  Friend,  'tit  the 
greattft  Enamy  a  Man  hath,  a  Boibra  E- 
neniy.  All  Mens  Inventions,  Thoughts, 
Cognations,  Projefts  and  Endeavours, 
what  do  they  tend  to,  but  to  the  Satisfac- 
tion of  their  Lufts  ;  either  the  Lufts  of  the 
Mind,  as  Ambition,  Pride,  Avarice,  Paf- 
fion.  Revenge,  and  foch  like  ;  or  the 
Luft  of  the  Body,  as  Pleafure  10  the  Ears 
and  Eyes,  and  to  the  Flefh.  Man  was 
made  with  an  upright  Soul,  with  a  Domi- 
flkm  Oyer  thai  brim*  Part*  mote  like  An- 
gels i  but  now,  all  his  Inventtpn  runs  up- 
OB  that  bafe  and  beaftly  Part,  how  to  a- 
4PM it.  how  to  beautify  it,  how  to  fitiP 
fir  it,  and  for  this  Jus  Soyl  rauft  be  a 
Pnttge  and  Stare :  And  if  M?p  rife  up  tp 
Wj  Thoughts  of  a  higher  Life,  yet  what 
a*  i|  for,  bu»  to  mignify  and  exalt  the  Flefh, 
to  fee*  an  Excellency  wjtbin,  which  is  loft. 
aftd  fo  to  fapsfy  the  Pride  and  Self  k>ve 
ojf  tfee  Heart.  If  any  Man  comes  this 
l^pgth,  as  to  apprehend  fome  Mifery,  yet 
bow  vain  are  his  Inveations  about  the 
JLerody  of  it ;  not  knowing  how  defperate 
$t  Pifcafe  is,  Mea  fcek  help  in  (hem- 
felyes,  and  think  by  lpduftry,  and  Care, 
U(?  An»  to  raife  them  up  in  fome  Mear 
five,  *nd  pleafe  God  |>y  fome  Expiations  or 
ftcriflfes  of  their  own  Works.  Now, 
Intends  to  no  other  Purpbfe,  but  to  fa- 
glfr  tig  I^ifts  of  Man  s  Pride,  and  fo  it 
ifgfflafo  that  which  was  Man  |  firft  Ma- 
lady, and  keeps  them  from  the  true  Fhy- 
4riao#  In  a  Word,  all  Man's  Invention; 
are  fo  haften  Mifery  on  him,  or  to  blind- 
fold himfelf  till  it  come  on ;  all  his  In- 
yeptjoQ  cannot  reach  a  Delivery  from  this 
Mifery-  Let  us  therefore  confider  this 
which  Sdamm  hath  found  out,  and  if  we 
fare&Uy  confider  it,  and  accurately  ponder 
km  Relation  to  opr  own  Souls,  thentove 
Walfcfaujifwithfauji.    Confider,  I 


&y,  what  Man  once  was,  and  what  you 
are  now,  and  bewail  your  Mifery  and 
the  Fountain  of  it,  our  Departure  from 
the  Fountain  of   Life    and    Bleflednefs. 
Know  what  you  are,  not  only  weak,  but 
wicked,  whofe  Art  and  Power  lies  only  in 
Wickednefe  ;  skiifMand  able  only  to  make 
your  felves  miferable  ;  and  let  this  Con- 
fideration  make  you  caft  away  all  your 
Confidence  in  your  felves,  and  carry  you. 
forth  to  a  Redeemer,  who  hath  found  a 
Ranfom,  who  hath  found  out  an  excellent 
Invention  to  cure  all  our  Diftempers  apd 
defperate  Pifeafes.     The  Counfel  of  toe 
Holy  Trinity  that  met  about  ( if  I  may  fo 
(peak)  our  Creation  in  Holiness  and  Righ- 
teoufnefs  after  his  own  Image  ;  that  fame 
hath  confalted  about  the  reft  of  it,  and 
tmh  found  out  tbisCourfe»  that  one  of 
them  (hall  be  made  after  Man's  Image,, 
and  for  this  Purpofe,  that  he  may  reftore 
*gain  God's  Image  unto  us.    O  blefi  this 
deep  Invention  and  happy  Contrivance  of/ 
Heaven,  that  could  never  have  bred  ii* 
any  Bread,  but  in  the  Depths  of  eternal. 
Wiflom;  and  let  us  abandon  and  forfake 
our  own  vain  Imaginations,  and  fbolifl*t 
Inventions  ;  ie|  us  become  Fools  in  our 
own  Eyes,  that  we  may  become  wife.. 
Maq  by  feeking   to    be  wife,  became  * 
Fool,  that  was  an  unhappy  Invention ;  now. 
'tis  turned  contrary,  let  all  Men  take,  witfcf 
their.  Folly  and  defpeme  Wickednefe  ;, 
let  not  the  vaip  Thoughts  and  Dreams  qC 
our  own  WellJbeing  and  Sufficiency  lodge  - 
within  us,  and  we  (hall  be  iqade  wi(e,. 
come  to  the  Father's  Wiflom.  untojefus 
Chrift,  who  is  that  blefled  Invention  o( 
Heaven  for  our  Remedy.    How  loitg 
Jball  vain  Zfyifcbts  lod&c  wit  bin  jm  ?  O 
when  will  you  be  watad  Jrom  them,  hovf 
long  (ball  not  your  Thoughts  tranfcen^ 
this  temporalaod bodily  Life?  How  long, 
4o  you  imjgifle  to  live  ip  Sia  qnd  die  iqi 
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the  Lord,  to  continue  in  Sin  and  efcaffe 
Wrath  ?  Why  do  ye  delude  your  Souls 
with  a  Dream  of  having  Intereft  in  the 


Love  of  God,  and  purchasing  his  Favour 
by  your  Works?  Thefe  are  feme  of  thofe 
many  Inventions  Man  hath  fought  out* 


Rom  v.  i  a.  Wherefore  as  by  one  Man  Sin  entered  into  the  IVorld,  and 
Death  by  Sin :  And  Jo  Death  pajfed  upon  all  Men,  for  that  all  have 
finned. 


T^HIS  is  a  fad  Subjeft  to  fpeak  upon, 
""■  yet  it  is  not  more  lad  than  ufrfiii : 
Though  it  be  unplea&nt  to  hold  out  a 
Giafe  to  Men,  to  fee  jbeir  own  vile  Faces 
into,  yet  is  it  profitable,  yea,  and  fo  ne- 
cefiary,  that  till  oi/ce  a  Soul  apprehend 
its  broken  and  def&Jate  Condition  in  the 
firft  Adam,  itcan  never  heartily  imbrace 
and  com*  to  tne  fccond  Adam.  You 
have  here  the  wofiil  and  dreadful  Effefts 
and  Confequents  of  the  firft  Tranlgrtf 
fion  upon  all  Mankind  ;  the  Effect  is  two- 
fold. Sin  and  Mifery,  or  Sin  and  Death ; 
the  Suhjeft  is  universal  in  both,  all  Men, 
the  whole  World.  Behold  what  a  Flood 
of  Calamity  hath  enured  at  a  final!  Cranny. 
By  one  Man's  TVanlgreffion  ?  May  it 
not  be  faidofSin  in  general,  which  theH 
%wife  Man  fpeaks  of  Strife;  the  Beginning 
of  Sin  is  as  when  one  lets  out  Water, 
therefore  it  bad  been  good  leaving  it  off 
before  it  had  been  meddled  with,  it  entred 
at  a  fmall  Hole,  but  it  hath  overflowed 
a  whole  World  fince. 

That  which  firft  occurrs,  is,  Thatall 
Mankind  proceeding  from  Adam  by  or- 
dinary Birth  are  involved  in  Sin  by  A- 
dam's  Tranfgrefllon.  But  that  may  fcem 
a  hard  faying,  that  Sin  and  Death  (hould 
flow  unto  the  whole  Pofterity  who  bad 
ao  Acdeffion  to  Adam's  Tranigreflion  : 
b  would  fccm,  that  every  Man  Oiouid 


die  for  his  own  Inkjuity.and  that  it  (hould 
reach  no  further  in  Juftke.  But  confider, 
I  pray  you,  the  Relation  that  Adam 
flood  into,  and  in  which  he  is  here  hol- 
den  out  as  a  Figure  of  Chrift.  Adam 
the  firft  Man  was  a  common  Perfon  re- 
prefentiftg  all  Mankind,  in  whofe  Hap- 
pinefs  or  Mifery  all  (hould  (hare ;  God 
contracts  with  him  on  thefe  Terms,  that 
his  Posterity's  Eftate  (hould  depend  on 
his  Behaviour.  Now  if  all  Mankind 
would  have  reaped  the  Benefit  and  Ad- 
vantage of  Adam's  Perfeverance,  if  fuch 
an  undeferved  Reward  of  eternal  Life 
would  hive  redounded  by  the  five  Pro- 
mile  unto  them  all,  what  Iniquity  is  it 
that  they  alfo  be  Sharers  in  his  Mifery  ? 
Our  Stock  and  Treafiire  was  ventured  in 
this  VefleJ,  and  if  we  were  to  partake  of 
its  Gain,  why  not  of  its  Lofi?  You  fee 
among  Men,  Children  have  one  com* 
mon  Lot  with  their  Parents;  if  the  Father 
be  forfeited,  the  Heirs  fufler  in  it,  and 
ire  caft  out  of  the  Inheritance:  It  might 
appear  a  furer  Way  to  have  the  Fortunes 
of  all  (  fo  to  fpeak)  depend  upon  one,  and 
their  Happinefs  allured  unto  them  upon 
the  tending  of  one,  than  to  have  every 
one  left  unto  himielG  and  his  own  Well- 
being  depending  upon  his  own  Handing  ; 
as  it  is  more  likely  one,  and  that  the  firft . 
one,  (ball  not  fin,  dun  many,  and  especially 
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when  that  one  knew  that  the  Weigfit  of  all 
Ms  Poftcrky  hung  upon  kirn,  it  might 
kare  made  him  very  circumipeft,  know- 
fag  of  how  great  Moment  his  Carriage 
was.  Butcertakily  we  muft  look  a  little 
higher  than  fuch  Reafons,  there  was  a 
glorious  Purpofe  of  God" s  predominant 
in  this,  eUe  there  was  no  natural  Neceffity 
of  imputing  Adorn'*  Sin  to  the  Children 
not  yet  born,  or  propagating  it  to  the 
Children,  He  that  brought  a  holy  One 
and  "mH51^  out  of  a  Virgin  who  was 
defikdi  could  hare  brought  all  others 
clean  out  of  unclean  Parents :  But  there 
is  a  higher  Counfel  about  it,  the  Lord 
would  have  all  tylen  ftbjeft  to  his  Judg- 
ment, all  Men  once  guilty,  once  in  an 
equal  State  of  Mifery,  to  illuflrate  that 
£edal  Grate  (hewed  in  Chrift  the  more, 
and  demonftt ate  his  Power  and  Wrath 
opoo  others.  That  .which  concerns  us 
qpoft,  is  to  believe  this,  that  Sin  hath  over* 
$readall;  and  to  hare  the  lively  Impref 
fioos  of  this,  were  of  more  Moment  to 
true  Religion,  than  many  Difcourfes  up- 
on it.  I  had  rather  you  went  Home  not 
curfing  Adam,  or  murmuring  againft  the 
moft  High,  but  bemoaning  your  fehresfor 
year  wretched'  Eflate,  than  be  able  to 
g|ve  Reafons  for  the  general  Imputation 
and  Propagation  of  Sin.  You  all  fee  it  is, 
and  therefore  you  (hOuld  rather  mourn  for 
it,  thanluk  why  it  is. 

There  is  Sin  entered  in  the  World  by 
Imputation,  and  alio  by  Propagation. 
Adam'*  firft  Sin  and  heinous  Tranfgreffi- 
on  is  charged  upon  all  his  Poflerity,  and 
imputed  unto  them,  even  unto  them  vAo 
have  not  finned  tccordiitg  to  the  SbnUi- 
tudc  if  Adam'/  tran/grtfhn,  that  is 
aAuaQyashedid.  Infants  whom  you  call 
Wipmrpnf  (and  indeed  Jo  they  are  in  re* 
faft  of  you  who  are  come  in  Age)  yet 
•cy  are  guilty  before  God Iqfjbt  Statist 


ruined  all.    Now  that  ye   may  know 
what  you  are,  and  what  little  Reaibn  you 
have  to  be  pleafed  with  your  (elves,  and 
abfolve  your  felves  as  ye  do,  I  (hall  un- 
bowel  that  Iniquity  unto  you.  Fhrjl,  There 
was  in  it  an  open  Banner  ctiJplayed  againft 
God:  When  the  fovereign  Lord  had  en- 
joined his  Creature  fuch  a  Teftimony  of 
his  Honuge  and  Loyalty,  and  that  fo  eaiy 
to  be  performed,  and  fuch  as  not  a  whir 
could  abate  from  his  Happinefs,   what 
open  Rebellion  was  it  to  refufe  it  ?  It  was 
a  carting  off  the  fovereign  Dominion  of 
God,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
heinous,  as  if  the  Clay  ftiouki  refufe  to 
fervethe  Potter's  Pleafure,  and  therefore 
'tis  eminently  and  fignally  (tiled  Difobedi- 
ence,  as  having  nothing  in  it  but  the  pure 
naked  Nature  of  Difobedience  ;  no  Di£ 
ficulty  to  excufc  it,  for  it  was  moft  ealy  ; 
no  Pleafure  to  plead  for  it,  for  there  wer* 
as  good  Fruit 4efide,anda  World  oCthem ; 
no  Neceflity  to  extenuate  it;  fo  dm  you 
can  fee  nothing  in  it,  but  the  ugly  Face  of 
Difobedience  and  Rebellion,    ver.    19. 
Whereby  Man  draweth  himfelf  from  his 
Allegiance  due  to  his  Maker,  and  lhaketb 
offthe  Yoke  In  reproach  of  themoAHigb. 
Next,  You  may  behold  the  vile  and  abo-* 
miiuble  Face  of  Ingratitude  and  Unthank- 
fiilnefc  in  it ;  and  truly  Heathens  havefo 
abhorred  Unthankfulneis  towards  Men, 
that  they  could  not  digeft  the  Reproach  of 
it.  Inpatumfi  dixtris,  omnia  dixeris  z 
If  you  call  me  unthankful,  you  may  call 
me  any  Thing,  or  all  Things  ;  'tis  a  Com- 
pend  of all  Vices;  'tis  even  Iniquity  grown 
to  Maturity  and  Ripenrfs:  But  that  fuch 
a  Fruit  (hould  grow  out  of  fiich  a  holy  and 
good  Soil,  fo  wMl  drefled  and  manured 
by  the  Lord;  irasa  Wonder.  Lord  what 
was  Man  tbdt  tboufi  mtpified  him. 
and  made  bim  n  tittle  Umr  than  the 
An&ls  t  That  thou  put  all  Tilings  fob- 
T  tmtr 
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lunary  under  his  Feet,  jtnd  exalted  him 
above  them !  Fur  chat  Creature,  chofen 
and  felefled  from  among;  all.  to  be  his 
Minion,  to  liand  in  bis  Prefence,  adorned 
and  beautified  with  fuch  Gifts  and  Graces, 
magnified  wjth  fuch  glorious  Privileges, 
made  according  to  the  moft  excellent  Pat- 
tern, His  ovmhnage%  to  forget  all,  and 
forget  ft,  fuon ;  and  when  he  had  fuch  a 
Jpacious  Garden  to  make  ufe  of  (as  is  fijp- 
pofed  to  make  up  the  third  Part  of  the 
Earth)  to  eat  of  no. Fruit  but  that  which 
was  forbidden,  there  is  no  fuch  monftrous 
Ingratitude  an  be  imagined  as  here  was 
a&ed.  But  thenconiider  the  two  Foun- 
tains from  which  this  flowed.  Unbelief 
and  Pride,  and.  you  (balk  find  it  the  heavi* 
en  Sin  in  the  World;  Unbelief  of  his 
Word  and.  Tbreatntag ;  firft  he  wa» 
brought  to  queftion  it,  and  doubt  of  it, 
and  then  to  deny  it.  A  Word  ib  folemn- 
ly  and  particularly  toM  him  by  the  Truth 
tt  fclf,  that  ever  a  Queftion  of  ic  coul^ 
arifeinhisMindor  |et  Entry,  what  elfc 
wait  than  to  impute  Iniquity  to  the  Holy 
One  ?  And  that  Iniquity  or  Falfoood  and 
Lying,  which  his  Nature  moft  abhors? 
'What  was  it  to  blajpheme  the  moft  high 
and  faithful  God,  by  hearkning  to  the  Sug- 
geftions  of  his  Enemy,  and  credit  them 
more  than  the  Threatmngs  of  God  ?  To 
g|ve  the  very  Hat  Contradiction  to  God, 
wjball  not  die  \  and  to  afleni  fo  hearuly 
to  Satan's  Slanders  andRepioachesofGod. 
And  this  Unbelief  opened  a  Duor  to  Am- 
bition and  Pride,  the  moft  facrMgtofe  In- 
gredient of  all,  which  is  moft  opposite  to 
God,  and  unto  which  he  moft  oppofed 
himfelf  from  the  Beginning,  Toujhail  be 
like  Cods  »  was  he  not  happy  enough  al- 
ready, and.  according  to  God's  iBMge? 
Nay,  but  this  evil  Principle  would  «fe 
ty  to  the  Throne  of  God,  and  fit  down  in 
his/hud.    J/ide  hath  Atheifinin  it,  to 


deny  the  true  God,  and  yet  would  be  a 
Gorfh  tcK'r  For  the  Foor-ftool  to  lift  up 
it  feif  thus,  what  an  Indignity  was  it?  And 
indeed  this  wretched.  Aim  at  lb  high  an 
Ettate,  hath  thrown  us  down  as  low  as 
Hc.tf.  You  fee  then  how  injurious  this 
TranlgrelTion  was  to  God.  There  was 
Disobedience  and  Rebellion  in  k,  which 
denies  his  Dominion  and  Supremacy,  there 
wa$  Unthahkfulneis  in  Menying  his  Good- 
nelsand  Bounty,  there  was  Unbelief  in  ir, 
contradifting  hts  Truth  and  Faithfiilnefs, 
and  finally,  Pride  oppoting  it  lelf  to  all  that 
is  in  God,  reaching  up  to  his  very  Crown 
of  W*jerty  to  take  it  off".  You  fee  then 
what  you  are  guilty  of,  in  being  guilty  of 
yidawt%  Tran%reflioar  many  of  you  fiat* 
ler  yoorfelvcs  in  your  own  Eyes,  that  you 
have  not  done  much  Evil,  and  you  will 
jiftifieyour  fehresinyour  Comparifon* 
with  others :  But  I  befeech  you  confider 
this,  though  you  had  never  done  pcrfo- 
naily  Good  or  Evil,  here  that  which 
v  drowned  the  World  in  Miferyis  your  Sin, 
and  charged  upon  you;  you  are  guilty  of 
that  which  mined  allMankind,  and  makes 
the  Creation  CibjeA  to  Vanity  a&d  Cor- 
ruption, O  ifye  believed  this,  you  would 
find  more  need  of  the  fecond  sidmn  than 
you  do.  O  how  psccious  would  this 
Righteoufbefi  and  Obedience  beto  you,  if 
you  had  rightly  apprehended  your  lniereft 
in  the  firft  Man'sDttbbedtaxe. 

But  befides  this  Imputation,  there  is 
much  more  propagated  unto  all,  and  that 
is  a  total  Corruption  and  Depravation  of 
Nature  in  Soul  and  Body,  whereby  Man 
is  utterly  indifpofed,  di&bled,  and  made 
oppofite  unto  all  that  b  truly  and  JpirituaJ- 
ly  Good,  and  wholly  inclined  to  all  Evil, 
and  that  continually,  which  is  commonly 
called  Original  Sin;  a  total  Averfene& 
from  God,  and  from  allGoodnefir  an  An- 
tipatby  ag*jjM*fc  Ways  Of  Holinefi,and 
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a.Propenfon  and  ftrong  Impulfe  towards 
Evil,  even  as  a  Stone  Hovee  downwards. 
ThisPoifon  and  Contagion  of  Sin  entering 
ioco  the  World,  hath  infefted  all,  and  gone 
through  all  the  Members ;  neither  is  it  any 
wonder  it  be  fo,  when  this   Leproly  hath 
defiled  du  Wails  and  Roof  of  the  Houfe. 
1  mean,  hath  made  the  Creadon  fubjeft  to 
Vanity  and  Corruption  ;  it  is  no  wonder 
that  it  fpread  Abroad  in  his  iflue,  and 
makes  all  unclean  like  hiinfelf.    And  truly 
this  is  it  which  moft  abafes  Man's  Nature, 
and  being  feen,  would  moft  humble  Men ; 
jet.  till  this  be  decerned,  no  Man  can  be 
indeed  humbled,  he  will  never  apprehend 
hinafelifobadas  he  is,   but  dill  imagine 
feme  'Excellency  in  himfelG  till  he  -  fee 
bmielf  an  this  Glafi.    You  talk  of  good 
Natures,  and  good  Difpofitions,  but  in 
our  flejb  (faith  the  Apoftle)  dwglls  no 
good  fbing,  the  Seeds  of  all  Wickednels 
are  in  every  one  of  us,  and  'tis  the  Good- 
sicfs  of  God  for  preferring  of  human  Soci- 
ety, that  they  are  refrained  and   kept 
downin  any  from  the  grofleft  Out-break- 
ings.   They  know  hot  themfelves,  who 
know  any  Good  of  themfelves,  and  they 
know  not  themfelves,  who  either  are  in 
Admiration  at,  or  in  Biuernefs  or  Con- 
tempt agjinft  otner  Sinners,  whole  Sins  are 
raanitcfl  to  all.    This  were  the  only  way 
so  piofit  bj  looking  oh  their  Evils,  if  we 
could  ftraigFu-way  retire  within  and  be* 
bold  the  Root  of  that  in  our  felves,  the 
Fountain  of  it  within  us,  and  lb  grow  in 
Loathing  not  of  thefe  Pe'ibns,  but  of  hu- 
man Nature,  and  in  fuitable  Thoughts  of 
our  felves  and  others,  and  might  wonder 
at  the  Goodnels  and  undeferved  Bounty  of 
.  the  Lord,  that  panes  an  Aft  of  Reftraint 
upon  our   Corruption,   and  .damms-  it 
up.    Oh.'  that  we  could  learn  to  Joath 
our  felves  in  other  Mens  Evils/  Thus  we 
might  reap  good  put  of  the  evah  and  pre- 


vent more  id  our  lefves.    But  the  look- 
ing upon  grofs  Provocadons  as  Singular!- 
ties,  makes  them  more  general,  becaufe 
every  Man  does  not  charge  htmfelf  with 
the  Corruption  that  is  in  all  thefe,  but 
prefers  htmfelf  to  another;  therefore  are 
Reins  looted  to  Corruption,  and  a  Sluice 
opened,  that  it  may  come  out,  that  he 
who  would  not  fee  his  own  Image  in  ano- 
ther! Face,  may  behold  it  in  the  Glafs  of 
his  own  Abominations.    There  is   no 
Point  kC$  believed  than  this,  though  gene* 
rally  coufefled,  that  Man  is  dead  in  Sins 
and  Trelpafles,  and  impotent  to    help 
himfclt*.    You  will  hardly  take  with  Wick-^ 
ednefs  when  you  confeik  Weaknefs,  as  if 
Nature  were  only  fick,  but  not  dead,  hurl 
but  nor  killed ;  therefore  it  is  that  fo  many 
do  abide  in  themfelves,  and  trufting  to 
their  own  good  Purpofes  and  Refoiutions, 
and  Endeavours,  do  think  to  pacify  God 
and  help  themfelves  out  of  their  Mifery. 
But,  O  look  again,  and  look  in  upon  your 
felves  in  the  Glafs  of  the  Word,  and 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  you  will  ftraight- 
way  be  filled  with  Confufion  of  Face, 
and  be.  altogether  Ipoiled  of  good  Confi- 
dence and  Hope,  as  you  call  it :  You  will 
find  your  felf  plunged  in  a  Pit  of  Mifery, 
and  all  Strength  gone,  and  none  on  the 
right  Hand  or  the  left  to  help  you  ;  and 
then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  fecond 
Adam's  Hand  ftretched  out  for  help 
befeafoaahle. 

That  which  neat  follows  is,  that  which 
is  the  Companion  of  Sin  irreparably. 
Death  bath  paft  upon  all.  and  that  by 
Sin.  yidams  once  Difbbedtence  opened 
a  Pon  for  all  Sin  to  enter  ^upon  Mankind, 
and  Sin  cannot  enter  without  this  Compa- 
nion Dead*  Sin  goes  before,  and  Death 
follows  on  the  back  of  it,  and  thefe  fuit 
one  another,  as  the  Work  and  the  Wages. 
M  the  Tree  and  the  Fruit,  they  have  a 
T  t  Fitnefs 
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Fknefs  one  to  another :  Sowing  to  Col* 
ruptionr  reaps  an  anfwerable  Hanreft,  to 
wit,  Corruption.  Sowing  to  the  Wind, 
md  reaping  the  Whirl-wind,  how  fuitable 
are  they?  That  Men  may  know  how 
evil  and  bitter  a  Thing  Sin.  is,  he  makes 
this  the  Fruit  of  it  in  his  firft  Law  and 
Sanation  given  out  to  Men,  lie  joins 
theminfeparaWy,  Sin  and:  Death,.  Sin  and 
Wrath,  Sin  and  a  Curie. 

By  Death  is  not  only  meant  bodily 
Death,  which  is  the  Separation  of  the 
Soul  from  the  Body,  but  firft  the  fpiritual 
Death  of  the  Soul;  confifting  in  a  Sepa- 
ration of  the  Soul  from  God's  blefled  en* 
lightening*  enlivening  and  comforting 
Countenance.  Man's  true  Life,  wherein 
be  differs  from  Beads,  confifts  in  the 
right  Afpeft  of  God  upon  his  Soul,  in  his 
{talking  with  God,  and  keeping  Communi- 
on with  him  -,  all  Things  betides  this,  are 
but  common  and  bale,  and  this  was  cutoff; 
his  Comfort,  Ms  Joy  and  Peace  in  God 
extinft,  God  became  terrible  to  his  Con- 
fcience,  and  therefore  Man  did  flie  and 
was  afraid,  when  he  heard  his  Voice  in 
the  Garden.  •  Sin  being  interpofed  between 
Cod  and  the  Soul,  cut  off  all  the  Influence 
«f  Heaven.  Hence  arifes  Darknefi  of 
Mind,  Hardnels  of  Heart,  Delufions,  vUe 
AfFeftions,  Honors  of  Confcieace.  Look 
what  Difference  is  between  a  living  Crea- 
ture and  a  dead  Carcafe,  fo  much  is  be- 
tween Adam  i  Soul  upright,  living  in  God, 
and  Adam%  Soul  feparated  from  God  by 
Sin.  Then  upon  the  outward  Man  the 
Curfe  redounds,  the  Body  becomes  mor- 
tal «rhkh  had  been  incorruptible,  'tis  now 
ike  a  befieged  City ;  now  fome  outter 
'  Forts  are  gained  by  Difeafes,  now  by 
fains  and  Torments,  the  outward  Walls 
of  tltP  Body  are  at  length  overcome ;  and 
when  Life  hath  fled  into  a  Caftle  within 
tbe  City,  the  Heart,  that  is  at  laftof  all 


befieged  fe  ftraitly,  and  ftormed  fa  vio- 
lently, that  bmuft  fender  unto  Death  up-  f 
w  My  Terms,  the  Body  of  Man  is  even- 
a  Seminary  of  a.  World  of  Difeafes  and 
Grievances,  that  if  Men  could  look  upon 
«  aright,  they  might  fee  the  Sentence  of 
Death  every  Day  performed.  Then  how 
many  Evils  in  Eftate,  in  Friends  and  R* 
laiions,  utlmployments,  which  being  con* 
ridered  by  Heathens,  hath  made  them 
praife  the  dead  more  than  the  living,  but 
him  not  yet  born  moft  of  all,  becaufe  the 
prefent  Life  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  Valley  of 
Mifery  and  Tears,  a  Sea  of  Troubles, 
where  one  Wave  continually  prevents  ano- 
ther, and  comes  on  like  Job's  Meflengers  ;. 
before  one  fpeaks  out  his  wo&i  Tidings, 
another  comes  withfiich  like,  or  worfe.Bur 
that  whichtsthe  Sum  and  Accompliftiment 
of  God's  Curfe  and  Man's  Mifery,  is  that 
Death  to  come,  eternal  Death,  not  Dead* 
limply,  but  an  evertofiitig  Deftruftion 
from  tbe  Pre  fence  of  tbe  Lord,  and  tbe 
Gkry  of  bis  Power  :  An  infinite  Lots, 
becaufe  the  Lofs  of  fuch  a  glorious  Life  in 
the  Enjoyment  of  God's  Prefenc*  ;  and  an 
infinite  Hurt  and  Torment  befide^and  both 
Eternal.  Now  this  is  what  we  would  lay 
before  you ,  you  are  under  fuch  an  heavy 
Sentence  from  the  Womb,  a  Sentence  of 
the- Almighty,  adjudging  you  for  Adam's 
Guilt,  and  your  own,,  to  all  the  Mifery  in 
this  World,  and  the  next ;  to  all  theTrea- 
fiires  of  Wrath  that  are  heaped  up  againft 
the  Day  of  Wrath ;  and  ftrange  it  is,  how 
^p  can  live  in  Peace  and  not  be  troubled 
in  Mind,  who  have  fo  great  and  formi- 
dable-a  Party.  Be  perfwaded,  O  be  per- 
JWadbrf,  that  there  fllall  not  one  Jot  of 
this  bt  removed,  it  muft  be  fulfilled  in 
you  or  your  Cautioner.  And  why  then 
is  *  Saviour  offered,  a  City  of  Reftge 
opened,  and  fecure  Sinners  will  not  flie 
into  it?  But  as  for  as  many  as  have  the 
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Wrath  to  come,  and  know  not  what  to  do, 
know,  that  to  you  isjefus  Cbrift  preached, 
Che  fecond  Adam  a  qukkning  Spirit,  and 
in  that  Consideration  better  than  the  firft, 
not  only  a  living  Soul  himfelf,  but  a 
Spirit  to  quicken  you  who  are  dead  m  Sins, 
one  who  hath  undertaken  for  you  and  will 
hold  you  faft  :  Adam  who  (hould  have 
kept  us,  loft  himfelf.    Cbrift  in  a  manner 


loft  himfelf  to  lave  us :  And  as  by  Adam'% 
Difcbedience  all  thil  Sin  and  Mifery  hath 
abounded  on  Man,  know,  that  the  fecond 
Adam  his  Obedience  and  Righteouihefs 
is  of  greater  Venue  and  Efficacy  to  fare, 
and  in  ftead  of  Sin  to  reftore  Righteouf 
nefi,  and  in  ftead  of  Death  to  give  life: 
Therefore  you  may  come  to  him,and  yo» 
(hall  be  more  fiiely  kept  dun  before. 


i  Tim.  i.  i  $.     fbis  is  a  faithful  Joying,  and  worthy  of  all  Accept 
tion,  that  Jefus  Cbrift  came  into  the  World  to  fave  Stutters. 


OF  all  Doftrines  that  ever  were  pub 
Miftied  to  Men,  this  contained  here, 
b  the  choifeft,jsyou  fee  the  very  Preftce 
prefixed  to  it  imports  -,  And  truly,  as  it 
is  the  moft  excellent  in  it  6 If,  it  could  not 
but  be  fweet  unto  us,  if  we  had  received 
into  the  Heart  *he  Belief  of  our  own 
Wretchedneft  and  Mifery.  I  do  not 
know  a  more  lovereign  Cordial  for  a 
feinting  Soul,  than  this  faithful  Saying, 
l%at  Jefus  Cbrift  came  into  tbc  World 
Ufave  Sinners.  And  therefore  we  are 
moft  willing  to  dwell  on  this  Subjeft,  and 
to  inculcate  it  often  upon  you.that  without 
him  you  are  undone  and  ioftf  and  in  Him 
you  may  be  feved.  I  profefs,  all  other 
Subjefts,  (  howfoever  they  might  be  more 
pleafing  to  fome  Hearers)  are  un$leaiant 
and  unfavoury  to  me.  This  is  that  we 
fhould  once  learn,  and  ever  be  learning  to 
know  him  thatcame  to  lave  us,  and  come 
to  him. 

We  laboured  to  (hew  unto  you  the 
State  of  Sin  and  Mifery  that  Adam's 
i'rftTranfgreffion  hath  fubjefted  all  Man- 
Mod  unto,  which  if  it  were  really  and  I 


truly  apprehended,  I  do  not  think,  but  it 
would  make  this  Saying  welcome  to  your 
Souls.  Man  being  plunged  into  luch'a 
deep  Fit  of  Mifery,  Sin  and  Death  having 
overflowed  the  whole  World,  and  this 
being  feen  and  acknowledged  by  a  Sinner, 
certainly  the  n;xt  Queftion  in  order  of 
Nature  is  this,  hath  God  left  ail  to  periih 
in  this  Eftate?  Is  there  any  Remedy 
provided  for  Sin  and  Mifery.*  And  thj| 
wilt  be  indeed  the  Query  of  a  ielfcon- 
demned  Sinner.  Now  there  is  a  Plank 
after  this  broken  Ship,  there  is  an  Anfwer 
fweet  and  fatisfe&ory  to  this  Queftion  : 
Jefus  Cbrift  came  into  tbe  World  to 
fave  Sinners. 

We  (hall  not  expatiate  into  many  No* 
tions  about  this,  or  multiply  many  Bran* 
ches  of  this.  The  Matter  is  plain  and 
Single,  and  we  defice  to  hold  it  out  plain- 
ly and  fimply,  that  this  is  the  Remedy  of 
Sin  and  Mifery.  When*  none  could  be 
found  on  the  right  Hand  or  left  Hand, 
*iere  a  Saviour  from  Heaven  comet 
lown  from  above,  whence  no  Good  could 
be  expefked,  becaufe  a  good  God  was 
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frovoked.    Can  any  Good  come  out  of  can  give  any  Thing  in  Eichange  for  it) 

except  Jefiis  drift  had  come  into  the 
World,  one  that  might  be  able  to  tteaA 
that  Winefreis  of  Wrath  alone,  and  give 
his  Life  a  Aanfom,  m  Value  fir  above 
the  Soul  and  pay  the  Debt  of  Sin  that 
we  were  owing  to  God.  And.  indeed 
he  wat  fimilhed  for  this  Purpofc,  a  Per- 
footed  and  feted  lor  fucfc  a  Work.  A 
Man  10  undertake  it  in  our  Name,  and 
God  to  perfora  it  in  his  own  Strength.  A 
Man,  that  he  might  be  made  under  the 
Lew,  *nd  be  humbled  even  to  the  Death 
of  the  Croft,  that  fo  he  might  obey  the 
Commandment,  and  fiilfcr  die  Puoi/h- 
raent  due  to  us,  and  all  this  was  elevated 
beyond  the  worth  of  created  A&ons,  or 
fullering?  by  that  Divine  Nature.    Thk 

felf  in  Maje&y  and  fflopy  into  the  World]  perfumed  all  his  Humanity,  and  all  done 


Nazareth,  that  was  I  Proverb 
ing  him.  But  I  think  in  fome  Seofe  it 
might  be  Grid,  can  any  Good  come  down 
from  Heaven,  from  his  holy  Habitation 
to  this  acctirffd  Earth  ?  Could  any  Thing  be 
expected  from  Hea?en,  but  Wrath  and 
Vengeance?  And  if  no  Good  conk!  be 
expected  that  Way,  what  Way  could  it 
come  ?  Sure  if  not  from  Heaven,  then 
from  no  Art:  Yet  from  Heaven  our 
Help  is  come,  from  whence  it  could  not 
be  looked  for,  even  from  torn  who  was 
ofTeftded,  and  his  Juftice  engaged  againft 
Man,  that  he  might  both  fatisfy  Juftice 
and  five  Man,  that  he  might  not  wrong 
fcimfe?  nor  deftroy  Man  utterly,  he  fends 
his  only  begotten  Son,  equal  with  him- 


in  the  State  of  a  Servant,  10  accompUOi 
Man's  Salvation,  and  perform  to  Mm 
Satisfaction.  Thetefere  Chrift  came4n- 
10  the  World  to  five  Sinners. 

There  were  two  grand  Impediments 
in  the  Way  of  Man's  Salvation,  which 
made  himpoffibk  to  Man;  one  is  God's 
Juftice,  another  h  Man  i  Sin :  Thefe  two 
behooved  so  be  fcusfied  or  removed*  eVe 
there  can  be  Acceft  to  lave  a  Sinner, 
The  Sentence  of  Divine  Juftice  is  pro- 
nounced qgainft  all  Mankind.  Death 
ft/1  m  off.  A  Sentence  of  Death  ami 
'  *  urion:  N6w,  when  the  Righ- 
and  Faitfcrulnefi  of  God  is  en 
dd4  how  ftroog  a  Party  do 
you  uent  chat  muft  be  ?  What  Power 
c»  break  that  Piifim  %>£  a  Divine  Curfe, 
and  tafce+ut «  Sbner  from  tinder  Juftice 
Hand?    Certainly,  there  is  no  .coming  i  opened  by  Chrift s  Death,  yet  this  keeps 


by  it,  or  in  it;  this  put  the  Stamp  of  Divk 
aitf  upon  ail,  and  impofof  an  infinite  Va-" 
Juevpon  the  Coin  of  fnite  Obedience 
and  Sufferings  ;  And  lb  in  his  own  Per* 
ion,  by  coming  into  the  World,  and  a$> 
ing  and  filtering  in  tbf  place  of  Sinners, 
lie  hath  taken  the  firft  .great  Impediment 
out  of  the  Way ;  taken  down  the  high  Wall 
of  Divine  juftice  which  had  enclofed 
round  about  the  Sinner,  and  fatisfied  all  its 
Demands  by  paying  the  Price ;  fo  that  these 
is  nothing  upon  Gods  Part  to  accufe  or 
condemn,  to  Under  or  ohftruft  Salvati- 
on. 

But  then  there  is  an  Inner  Wall,  or 
dark  Dungeon  of  Sin,  into  which  the  Sin- 
ner i*4hut  up,  and  rderved  m  Chains  of 
his  own  Lufts,  until  the  Time  of  ever- 
lading  Darknefi,  and  when  Heaven  is 


out  «n  the  utcertnoft  Farthing  be  paid 
dun  was  owing,  till  compleat  Satisfacti- 
on begfren  wall  Wrongs.  Now,  truly, 
d*  Redemption  of  the  Soul  had  ceafed 
for  ever  ( its fopredous that  no  Creature 


a  Sinner  from  entring  in.  Therefore 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  came  tumfclf  into  the 
World  to  fitisfie  Juftice.  and  remove  its 
Plea,  that  there  might  be  no  Obftruftian 
from  that  Aircg,  be  fends  out  his  powerful 
I  Sjpirit 
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%nrk  wfehjhe  Word,  to  deliver  poor  cap- 
life  Skmers,  to  break  down  the  Wall  of 
%pmoce  and  Btiodne6,  to  caft  down 
de  kgh  Towtr  of  Wickednefc  and  En- 
sky  apinft  God.  to  take  captive  and 

*  drill  our  Lufts,  .that  kept  us  in  Bondage  : 
And,  m  he  made  Heaven  accefliMe  by 
lis  own  ptribna)  Obedfence  and  Suflfer- 
inpr  b  he  makes  Sinneri  ready  and  free 
id  enter  two  that  Salvation  by  his  Spirit's 

,  working  m  tfc*  Ferfoos.  In  the  one,  ht 
lad  God,  ai  it  were,  hU  Party,  and  him 
he  huh  fiiisfied  fo  ftr,  that  there  was  a 
Yoke  cant  fiom  Heaven  10  teftifie  it, 
9%is  iif/tfhehvedSominwbaml  am 
writ  fkcfkd.  aad  therefore,  in  Tefti- 
ncny  of  K  God  railed  Mai  from  the 
Deed.  Id  the  other,  he  hath  Satan  and 
Man's  wicked  Nature  ai  his  Party,  and 
ihe#fa»  muft  conquer  and  ftbdue  ;  thefe 
fee  muft  Overcome,  ere  we  can  be  laved ; 
*  Aran*  ■ufiad*  indeed,  and  a  treat 
Work;  to  bring  fuch  two  oppofite  and  dif- 

EFtatiei  logether,  a  holy  and  juft  God, 
*,  firftlntv*  rcbelfious  Creature,  and 
\  bods  a»  Parties,  that  he  might 


Mow,  tThflt  do  you  tMnk  of  this,  my 
Beloved,  That  foch  a  glorious  Perfon  is 
come  down  from  Heaven,,  for  foch  a 
Wart  as.  the  SUration  of  Sinneri?  I  pur 
an*  ffct&r,  h  would  be  moil  acceptable 
mm  youw  if  you  knew  your  Mifery,.  and 
knowing  yooc  MiJeiy  you  could  not  but 


accept  it,  if  you  believed  that  it  were 
true  and  faithful.  1  find  one  of  thefe  two 
the  great  Obftruftion  in  the  Way  of  Souls 
receiving  Advantage  by  fiich  glad  Tidings ; 
either  the  ablblute  Neceffity  and  Eacellen- 
cy  'oftheGufpel  is  not  considered,  or  the 
Truth  and  Reality  of  it  is  not  believed, 
Men  either  do  npt  behold  the  Beauty  of 
Goodaefi  in  it,  or  do  not  fee  the  Light  of 
Truth  in  k  ;  either  there  is  nothing  dif- 
covered  to  engage  their  AfteAions,  or 
nothing  ten  to  perfwade  their  Under- 
fhuxfcnga.  Therefore  the  ApofUe  (bunds 
a  Trumpet,  as  it  were,  iothe  Entry,  be- 
fore the  Publication  of  thefe  glad  News, 
and  commends  this  unto  all  Men  asa  true 
and  ftkhful  Saying,  and  as  worrhy  of  all 
Acceptation.  There  is  here  the  higheft 
Truth  and  Certainty  to  (atisfy  the  Mind, 
if  s  a  faithful  Saying  and  there  is  her* 
alfi>  the  chiefeft  Good  to  fariate  the  Hurt, 
it's  worthy  of  all  jicttptation-  Blow, 
if  you  die  really  apprehend  your  left  and 
miserable  Eftate*  you  cannot  but  behold 
that  raviftung  Goodne&  in  it ;  'and  behold 
that  you  cannot,  till  you  fee  the  other  firft : 
Whence  b  it,  I  pray  you,,  that  fo  many 
Souls  are  never  ffiricd  with  the  Propofi* 
non  of  fijeh  Thing?  in  the  Golpel,  that  the 
Riches  and  Beauty  of  Salvation  in  Jefus 
Chrift  doth  not  once  move  them  ?-  m  Is  it 
not  becaufe  there  is  no  lively  Apprehenft- 
on  of  their  Mifery  without  him  ? 
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SERM  ON  I. 

Romans  VIII.  i.  There  is  therefore  now  no  Cow 
demnation-  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  pejus,  who 
walk  not  after  the  Flejb}  but  after^  the  SpiriU 


^ERE  are  ihree  Things 
which  concur  to  make 
Man  miferable  ;  Sin, 
Condemnation,  and  Af- 
fliction: Every  one  may 
obferve,  that  Man  is 
bom  unto  trouble,  as  the  Sparks  flie 
upward  \  tlut  his  Days  here  are  few 
and  evil,  bcpoffeffes  Months  of  Vanity  > 
and  wearifome  Ni$bts  dre  appointed 
fir  bim,  Job  v.  6,  7.,  and  vii.j.  He 
is  offers*  Days,  and  full  of  Trouble, 
Job  nv.  1 .  Heathens  have  had  many  Me- 
ditations of  the  Niifery  of  Man's  Life  ; 
and  in  this  have  out-ftript  the  moft  Part 
ofChriftians.  We  recount,  amongftour 
Miferies,  only  fome  Affli&ions  •  and 
Troubles*  as  Poverty,  Sicknefs,'  Re- 
proach, Banifoment,  and  fuch  hie:  They 
again  have  numbred  even  thefe  natural 
Neeeffities  of  Men  amqngft  his  Miferies, 
to  be  continually  turned  about,  in  fuch  a 
Circle  of  Eating,  Drinking,  and  Sleeping: 
What  Burden  flaould  it  be  to  an  immortal 
Spirit  to  roll  about  perpetually  that  Wheel  ? 
Wc  make  more  of  the  Body  than  of  the 
Soul :  They  hav#accounted  this  Body 
a  Burden  to  the  Soul;  they  placed 
JProfperity,  Honour,  Pleafure,  and  fuch 
Things,  which  Mtn  pour  out  their  Souls 

/ 


upon,  ampngft  the  greateft  Miferies  of 
ke^Men,  as  Vanity  in  themfelves,  and  Vex- 
ation, both  in  the  injoying  and  lofing  of 
them  :  But,  aias  /  they  knew  not  the 
Fountain  of  all  this  Mifery,  Sin  ;  and  the 
Aocbmplilhment  of  this  Mifery,  Condem- 
nation. TUey  thought  Trouble  came 
out  of  the  Ground  and  Duft,  either  by 
a  natural  Neceffity,  or  by  Chance  ;  but, 
the  Word  of  God  difcovereth  unto  us 
the  Ground  of  it,  and  the  End  of  it :  The 
Ground  and  Beginning  of  it  was  Man's 
Defeftion  from  God,  and  walking  ac- 
cording to  the  Flefli  ;  and  from  this  Head 
have  all  the  Calamities  and  Streams  of 
Miferies  in  the  World  iflued ;  it  hath  not 
only  redounded  to  Men,  but  even  to  the 
whole  Creation,  and  fubjecled  it  to  Vanity 
Per.  20.  ofMsCbap:  Not  only  (halt 
thou,  O  Man  (  fiitb  the  Lord  voAdam} 
eat  thy  Meat  in  Sorrow,  but  thy  Curfe  is 
upon  the  Ground  alfo,  and  thou  who 
was  immortal,  (halt  return  to  that  Duft. 
which  thou  magnified  above  thy  SouI,Cr«j». 
iii.  17.  But  the  End  of  it  is  Suitable 
to  the  Beginning;  the  Beginning  had  all  the 
Evil  of  Sin  in  it,  «nd  the  End  hath  all  fhe 
EvH  of  Puniihment  in  it.  Theft  Streams 
of  this  life's  Mifery,  they  run  into  an  in- 
finite, boundkfi*  aodbotiwnWs  Oceao  of 
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eternal  Wrath.  If  tl*>u  live  according  the 
Flefli,  thoGlhait  die :  It  is  not  only  Death 
here,  but  eternal  Death  after  this.  The 
Miferks  then  of  this  prefent  Life,  are  not 
a  proportionable  Pumfhment  of  Sin  i  they 
are  but  an  Earneft  given  of  that  great 
Sum,  which  is  to  be  payed  in  the  Day  of 
Accounts;  and  that  is  Condemnation, 
cvcrlaflingDeftrnftionfrom  tbePrefence 
of  the  Lord  and  tbe  Glory  of  bis  Power. 
Now  as  the  Law  difcovcrs  the  perfeft 
Mifery  of  Mankind,  fo  the  Gofpel  hath 
brought  to  Light  a  perfeft  Remedy  of  all 
this  Mifery.  Jefus  Chrift  was  manifeft- 
td  to  take  away  Sin,  and  therefore  his 
Name  is  Jefus,  far  be  Jbail  fave  bis 
People  from  ^:r  &**•  ^bis  if  *be 
JLamb  of  God  that  takes  away  the  Sins 
of  the  Worlds  Judgment  was  by  one 
unto  Condemnation  of  all,  but  now  tbere 
is  no  Condemnation  to  tbem  tbat  are  in 
Cbrift  Jefus  ;  to  thefe  two  Evils  are  re- 
moved, which  indeed  have  all  Evil  in 
them.  He  takes  away  the  Curie  of  the 
I,4W»  being  made  under  it ;  and  then  he 
takes  away  the  Sin  againft  the  Law  by 
his  Holy  Spirit.  He  bath  a  twofold  Ver- 
tue,  for  he  came  by  Blood  and Water \ 
i  John  v.  6.  7.  by  Blood,  to  cleanfe 


work  togetberjor  the  Goodoftbofe  tbat 
love  God,  Yer.  *S.  So  then  *£J 
a  mo*  compieat  .Deliverance  in  extent 
but  not  in  degrees :  Sin  remains  in  us 
but  not  in  Dominion  and  Power  •  Wrarh 
fomctimes  Jundles  becaufe  of  Sia,  but  it 
canaot  increaf?  to  everfafting  Burnings 
Affliftions  and  Miferies  may  chanee  their 
Name,  and  be  called  Inftruftions 
Trials,  Good  and  not  Evil: 


away  the  Guilt  of  Sin;  and  by  Water, 
to  purifie  us  from  Sin  it  feif.  But  in  the 
<nean  Time,  there  are  many  Affliftiops 
and  Miferies  upon  us,  common  to  Men : 
Why.  are  not  theft  removed  by  Chrift? 
I  fay,  the  Evil  of  them  is  taken  away, 
tho'  themfelves  remain.  Death  is  not 
taken  away,  but  the  Sting  of  Death  is  re- 
tnored.  Death,  Afflictions,  and  all  are 
overcome  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fo  made 
kis  Servants  to  do  us  good  r-The  Evil  6( 
them  is  God's  Wrath  and  Sin,  and  thefe 
are  removed  by  Jefus  Chrift.  Norw  they 
would  be  taken  away  indeed,  if  it  were 
*x&»d  zJqr^iaiifled,  fi*  aBrtbwv 


and 
,    , .     r  -— -  But  Chrift 

hath  referved  the  foil  and  perfeft:  Delive- 
ry till  another  Day,  which  is  therefore 
called /Jr  Day  of  compleat  Redempti- 
on,  and  then  all  Sin,  all  Wrath,  all  Miiery 
lhall  have  an  End,  and  le  /wallowed  up 
of  Life  and  Immortality,  Ver.  23. 
*  This  is  the  Sum  of  the  Gofpel';  and 
2?  Is  the  S^^ce  of  this  Chapter. 
There  is  a  threefold  Confolation  anfwer- 
able  to  our  thcee-foid  Evils  :-i  tkere  is 
no  Condemnation  to  tbofe  tbat  are  in 
Cbfifi.  Here  is  a  ble/Ted  MefTage  to 
condemned  loft  Sinners,  who  have  that 
Sentence  within  their  Breafts,  Per.  1 
This  was  the  End  of  Chrift's  coming  and 
dying,  that  he  might  deliver  us  from  Sin 
as  well  as  Death,  and  the  Righteoufnefs 
of  the  Law  might  be  f&Jfilled  in  us;  and 
therefore  he  hath  given  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  dwels  in  us  by  the  Spirit,  to  quicken 
us  who  are  dead  in  fins  and  Trefpaf 
fes.  0 !  what  Confolation  wiii  this  be 
to  Souls,  that  .look  upon  the  Body  of 
Death  within  them,  as  the  greateft  Mi- 
fery, and  do  groan  with  Paul,  O  mi- 
ferqble  Man  tbat  1  am,  &c.  Rom.  vii. 
24.  This  is  held  forth  to  Per.  17* 
But  becaufe  there  are  many  Grounds  of 
Heavinefs  and  Sadnefs  in  this  World,  there- 
fore the  Golpel  oppofes  unto  all  thefe, 
both  our  Expectation  which  we  have  of 
that  bleflfed  Hope  to  come,  whereof  we 
are  fofure,  that  nothing  can  fruftrate  us  of 
it,  and  afofc  H?Jp  we-get  in  the  mesa 

Time, 


on  Romans  vui.  i. 


»JS 


■'Tune  of  the  Spirit  to  bear  our  Infirmi- 
ties, and   to  bring  ail  Things  about  for 
Good  to  us,  Ver.   28.    And  from  -ail 
this  the  Believer  in  Jefus  Chrift,  hath 
Ground  of  Triumph  and  Boafting  before 
die   perfeft    ViAory.    Even    as  Paul 
doth  in  the  Name  of  Believers,   from 
PerK'  3 1 .  to  the  End.    Upon  thefe  Con- 
siderations, he  that  cryed  out  not  long  a- 
go,  O  miferablo  Man,  ivbo  Jball  deli- 
ver me  ?    doth  now  cry  out,  Who  Jball 
eondemfimel    The  diftrefled  Wreftler 
becomes  a  viftorious  Triumpher:  The 
beaten    Sojdier   becomes  more   than   ? 
Conqueror.    Oh,  that  your  Hearts  could 
be  perfwaded  10  hearken  to  this  joyful 
Souqjl!     to  embrace  Jefus    Chrift   for 
Grace  and  Salvation ;  how  quickly  would 
«  Song  of  Triumph  in  him  (wallow  up  all 
yourprefent  Complaints  and  Lamentati- 
ons?     • 

All   the  Complaints    amongft    Men, 
may  be  reduced  to  one  of  thefe  three.    I 
hear  the.moft  Part  bemoaning  themfelves 
thus ;  Alas  for  the  Mifefies  of  this  Life, 
this  evil  World  •    Alas  for  Poverty,  for 
Contempt,  for  Sicknefs !    Oh  miferable 
Man  that  I  am,  who  will  take  this  Dif- 
eafc.away?    Who  wiJl  (hew  me  any 
good  fbing}    Pfal.  iv.  any   temporal 
Gotd?    But  if  ye  knew  and  considered 
your  Utter  End,  ye  would  ory^dut  more ; 
ye  would  refufe  to  be  comforted,  though 
thefe  Miferies   were  removed.    But   I 
hear  feme  bemoaning  themfelves  more 
(idly,  they  have  heard  the  Law  and  the 
Sentence  of  Condemnation!!  within  them; 
the  Law  hath  ehtred  and  killed  them : 
Oh!    What  Jball  I  do  to  befaved? 
Who  wi/l -deliver  me  from  the  Wrath 
to  come  *    What  is  all  prefcnt  Afflictions 
aocTtyiferies,  in  reipeA  of  Eternity  ?    Yet 
there  is  one  Moan  and  Lamentation  be- 
yond all  thefe,  when  the  Soul  fiodi  the 


Sentence  of  Abfolution  in  Jefiis  Chrift, 
and  gets  its  Eyes  opened  to  fee  that  Body 
of  Death  and  Sin  within,  that  perfefr 
Man  of  Sin  difliifed  throughout  all  the 
Members;  then  it  bemoans  it  felf  with 
Paul,  Obmiferable  Man,  who  jball  de- 
liver me  from  this  Body  of  Death  > 
Rom.  jvii.  24.  t  am  delivered  from  the 
Condemnation  of  the  Law,  but  what 
.Comfort  is  it,  as  long  as  Sin  is  fo  power* 
ful  in  me  ?  Nay,  this  makes  me  often 
fufpeft  my  Delivery  from  Wrath  and 
the  Curfe,  feeing  Sin  it  felf  is  not  taken 
away. 

Now,  if  yoir  could  be  perfwaded  to 
hearken  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  embrace  thi$ 
Gofpel,  O !  what  abundant  Confofetiou 
(hould  ye  have  ?    What  a  perfeft  Anfwer 
to  all  your  Complaints  ?    They  would 
be  fwallowed  up  in  fuch  a  Triumph,  as 
haul's  is  here.    This  would  difcover 
unto  you  a  perfeft  jtemedy  of  Sin  and 
Mifery,  that   ye    (hould    complain  jno 
more ;  or  at  leaft  no  more  as  thefe  with- 
out  Hope.    You  (hall  never  have  a  Re* 
medy  of  your  temporal  Miferies*  unlefi 
ye  begin  at  eternal,   to  prevent  them. 
Seek  firft  the  Kingdom  of  God.  and 
aU  other  tftingr  Jbatt  he  added  unto 
you:  Seek  firft  to  flee  from  the  Wrath  to 
come,  and  ye  (hall  efcape  it;  and  befide* 
the  evil  oMTime-afflidioas  (hall  be  re* 
moved :  Firft,  removeihe  greajeftConi* 
plaints  of  Sin  and  Condemnation,  and 
how  eafie  is  it  to  anfwer  all  the  Lame** 
tations  of  this  Life,  and  make  you  rejoice 
jn-the  mtdft  of  them.  l^t. .  ' 

You  have  in  this  Verte  dMrTMngi 
of  great  Importance  toconfider,  the  great 
and  gracious  Privilege,  the  tnie  Natoir , 
and  die  fpecial  Property  of  a  Chriftkn. 
The  Privilege  is  one  of  die  greateft  in 
d»  World,  becanfe  '& tit  eterntf  Cm* 
fepeooe  mi  Swil^wrmim^t:  Tte 
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Nature  is  moft  Divine,  he  is  one  chat  is 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  impAnted  in  him  by 
Faith  :*  His  diftinguifhing  Property  is  no- 
ble, fuitable  to  his  Nature  and  Privileges' 
be  walks  not  as  the  World^ccording  to 
his  bafe  Flefti,  but  according  to  the  Spirit. 
All  thefe  three  are  of  one  Latitude,  none 
of  them  reaches  further  than  another  ; 
that  rich  Privilege  and  fweet  Property 
concenters  and  meets  together  in  one  Man, 
6. eh  in  the  Man  who  is  in  Jefus  Chrift ;. 
whoever  enters  into  Jelus  Chrift,  and  a- 
bideth  in  him,  he  meets  with  thefe  two. 
Justification  and  Sanftification  ;  thefe  are 
no  where  elfe,  and  they  are  there  together. 
If  ye  knew  the  Nature  and  Properties 
)  4>f  a  Chriftian,  ye  would  fall  in  Love  with 
thefe  for  themfelves,  but  if  thefe  for  your 
own  fakes  will  not  allure  you,  confider 
this  incomparable  Privilege  that  he  hath 
beyond  all  others,  that  ye  may  fall  in 
Love  with  the  Nature  of  a  Chriftian. 
Let  this  Love  of  ygur  felves>  and  your 

-own  Well-being  purfue  you  in-  tajefos 
Chrift,  that  ye  may  walk  even  as  he 
walked;  And  I  aflure  yog,  if  ye  were 
once  hi  Chrift  Jefus,  ye -would"  love  the 
very  Nature  and  Walking  of  a  Chriftian, 
no  more  for  the  Absolution  and  Salvation 
that  accompanies  it,  but  for  its  oWa 
Sweetnefs  and  Excellency  beyond  all  o- 
then  Ye  v-foiiM,  as  the  People  of  Sa- 
maria, no  more  believe  fbWbe  Report 
of  your  pwh  Neceffity  and  Mifery,  bar 
ye  would  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
walk  according  to  the  Spirit.for 'their  own 
Teftimony  they  have  in  your  Conlciences. 
Ye  wouMhp  more,  be  allured  only  with 
the  PrivEgfcs  of  it  to  embrace  Chrifti- 
anity,  but  ye  would  think  Chriftianity  the 
greateft  Privilege,  a  Reward  unto  it  fcif. 
Pietas ipfajibi  merces  eft\  Godiinefs 
is  great  Gain  in  it  feif,  though  it  had  jmx 
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lider  the  Eftate  all  Men  are  into  by  Na- 
ture :  Paul  -exprefles  it  in  fhort,  Rom. 
v.  By  the  Offence  of  one  Judgment 
came  upon  ail  unto  Condemnation,  and 
the  Reaibn  of  this  is,  by  one  Man  Sin 
came  upon  all,  and  fo  Death  by  Sin, 
for  Death  pajfed  upon  all,  becaufe  all 
have  finned,  Ver.  18.  -12.  Lo  then,. 
all  Men  are  under  a  Sentence  of  Con- 
demnation once:  This  Sentence  is  the 
Curie  of  the  Law  :  Cur  Jed  is  every  one 
that  abideth  not  in  all  things  comma* 
ded  to  do  them. '  If  ye  knew  what  this 
Curfe  w^re,  ye  would  indeed  think  ir  a 
Privilege  to  be  delivered  from  k.  Sin 
is  o/an  infinite  Deferving,  becaufe  againft 
an  ininite  Go^ :  'Tisan  Offence  of  an  in- 
finite Majefty,  and  therefore  the  Curfc  up- 
on the  Sinner  involves  eternal  Punifhment. 
O  J .  what  Weight  is  in  that  Word,  2  fbef. 
i.  9-  Ye  Jb&lhbc  punified  with  evcrlaft- 
in&  Deft  ru€t  ion  from  the  Preferice  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  Glory  of  bis  Power}  If 
it  were  duely  apprehended,  it  would  weigh 
down  a  Man's  Soul,  and  make  it  heayy 
unto  Death.  This  Condemnation  includes. 
both  damnum  &  pvnam  poenam  da* 
mni  &  poenam  lenfus,  and  both  are  in- 
finite in  tbemit  Ives,  and  eternal  in  their 
Continuance.  W-hat  an  unpleafant  and  bit- 
ter life  would  one  lead  .that  were  bom  to 
a  Kingdom,  and  yet  to  bebanifhed  ir;  and 
lofe  it.*  Bty  what  an  incomparable  Lois  isir, 
to  fall  from  an  heavenly  Kingdom,  which 
Heart  cannot  conceive,  and  that  for  ever? 
In  Gods  Favour  is  Life,  afid  in  bis 
Prefence  ate  Rivers  of  Plhafures  for 
evermore.  When  your  petty  Penny-loP 
fes  do  lb-much  afflict  your  Spirits,  what 
would  the  due  Apprehenfion  of  fo  great 
a  Lois  do  ?  Would  ir  not  tt  Death  un- 
to you,  and  worle  than  Death,  to  be  ft* 
parated  from  this  Life,  to  be  eternally  ba*' 
oifted  from  the  Presence  of  his  Glory  ? 
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If  there  (hould  be  no  more  puni  foment 
but  this  only  ;  if  the  wicked  were  to  en- 
dure for  ever  on  Earth,  and  the  godly 


whom  they  delpifed  and  mocked,  were 
translated    to  Heaven,   what  Torment 
would  it  be  to  your  Souls  to  think  upon 
that  Bleflednefs  which  they  enjoy  above? 
And  how  foolifhly  ye  have  been  put  by  it 
for  a  Thiq£  of  no  Value  ?  What  would  a 
rich  Man's  Advantages   and  Gains  be  to 
him,  when  he  coniidereth  what  an  in% 
■  finite  Lofer  he  is?    How  he  hath  fold  a 
'"■  Kingdom  tbr  a  Dung-hill  ?     Now  if  there 
:  were   any  Hope,  rhat  after  feme   Years 
his  Banifoment  from  Heaven  mighty  end, 
this  might  refreih  him,  but  there  is*  not 
one  Drop  of  fuch  Confolation : .  He  is 
baniihed,    and  eternally  bantthed    from 
that,  glorious  Life  in  the  Prefence  of  God, 
which  tliefij  do  enjoy,  whom  he  de/pi/ed. 
If  a  Man  were  /hut  up  all  his  Lifetime 
tn  a  Pit,  never  to  fee  the  Light  once  more, 
would  not  this  be  Torment  enough  to 
him  ?    But  when  withail  there  is  fuch 
Pain  joyned  with  this  Lofs ;  when  all  this 
Time,  he  is  tormented  within  with  a 
gnawing  Worm,  and  without  with  Fire : 
Thefe  Senfes  that  did  fo  greedily  hunt  af- 
ter Satisfaction  to  therafelves,  are  now  as 
fcnfiblein  the  feeling  of  Pain  and  Torment ; 
ancfwhen  this  (hall  not  make  an  £nd,butbe 
eternal;  0»  whole  Heart  can  confider  it? 
It  is  the  Comfort  and  Eafe  of  bodily  Tor- 
ments i\ere,  th#  they  will  end  in  Death. 
Deftru&ion  deftroy  s  it  felf,  in  deftroying 
the  Body,  bgt  here  is  an  immortal  Soul  to 
feed  upon,  and  at  length  the  Body  (hail 
be  immortal,   that    Definition    cannot 
quite  deftroy  it,  but  (hall  be  an  everlast- 
ing Definition,  and  living  Death. 

This  is  the  Sentence  that  is  once  paft 
againft  us  all  in  the  Word  of  God,  and 
sot  one  Jot  of  this  Word  (hali  fall  to  the 
Ground ;   Heaven  and  Earth  may  fail 
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fqoner.     Ye  would  ththlc  it  were  an  ir- 
repealable  Decree,  if  all  the  Nations  in 
the' Earth,  and  Angels  above  conveened 
to  adjudge  a  Man  t6  Death,  did  pals  Sen- 
tence upon  him:    Nay,  but  this  Word  , 
that  is    daily  (polcen   to  you,  which  paf- 
feth  this  Sentence  upon  you  all,  is  more 
certain  ;  and  this  Sentence  of  Death  muft 
be  executed,  unlefs  ye  be  under  that  b!ef 
fed  Exception  made  here,  and  elfe  where 
in  tho  Gofpel.     I  befeech  you  conlider 
what  it  is  to  have  fuch  a  Judge  condem- 
ning you.     Would  not  any  cf  you  be  a*'. 
fraid,  if  ye  were  under  the  Sentence  of  a 
King  ?     If  that  Judgment  were  above  your 
"  Head,,  who  of  you  would  fit  in  Peace  and 
Quietnefi  ?     Who  would  not  flee  from 
the  Wrath  of  a  King,  that  is  like  the  Roar- 
ing of  a  Lion  ?    But  there  is  a  Sentence  of 
the  King  of  Kings  and  Nations    above 
yoiirHe^ds:  Wbo  would  not  fear  thee*  . 
to  whom  it  doth  appertain,  Q  King  of* 
Nations  /    ft  isnot  a  .great  Man  thar 
can  deftroy  thy  Body  that  isagainftthee; 
it  isnot  he  who  hath  Power  to  kill  thee, 
.  and 'he  hath  alfo  a  great  Defire  fo  to  do ; 
this  were  indeed  much :  But  it  is  the  great 
and  eternal  J e h o  v  ah,  vobo  lifts  up  bis 
Hand  to  Heaven,  and  fxears be  lives  . 
for  ever*  he  is  againft  thee  :  He  who 
hath  all  Power  ovtr  Body  and  Soul,  is  a- 
gainft  thee,  and  S>  is  obliged  to  improve 
his  Omnipptency  againft  thee :  He  can 
kill  botb  Soul  and  Body,  and  caft  tbem 
into  Hell,  v\d  by  venue  of  this  Curfe  he 
will  n  )t  fpare  thee,  but  pour  out  all  the 
Curies  in  this  Book.    Thou  would  be  at 
no  Peace  if  thou  wert  declared  Rebel  by 
the    King  and   Parliament ; .  but     alas .' 
that's  a  fmall  Thing ;  they  can  but  reach 
thy  Body,  nay,  neither  can  they  always 
4o  that;  thou  may  flee  from  them,  but 
v  whither  canft  thou  flee  from  him  ?    Thou 
cannot  go  out  of  his  Dominions,  for  the 

Earth. 
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Earth  is  his,  and  the'*  Sea,  and  ail  that 
therein  is :  Darknefs  cannot  hide  thee 
froin  him ;  he  may  fpare  long,  becaufe 
he  can  certainly  overtake  when  he  pleafes : 
Men  may  not,  becalife  they  hare  no  Af-* 
forance  of  finding.  I  befeech  you  then, 
confider  this,  it  is  of  Soul-confequence  ; 
and  what  bath  a  Man  gained,  if  be 
^ain  the  tforld,  and  lofe  bis  Soul  f  If 
the  Gainer  be  loft,  what  is  gained?  And 
k  is  of"  eternal  Cotrfequence,  and  what  is 
many  thouland  Years  to  this  ?  -You  can 
look  beyond  all  thefe,  and  might  comfort 
your  felves  in  Hope  ;  but  you  cannot  fee 
to  the  End  of  this,  there  is  dill  more  be- 
fore than  is  paft ;  nay,  there  is  nothing 
pall,  it  is  ftill  as  Beginning. 

0  that  ye  would  confider  this  Curfe  of 
God  that  ftands  regiftrate  upon  us  all ; 
Wh  it#Bftfts  had  it  on  Chrift,  when  lie  did 
bear  it?  It  made  hii  Soul  heavy  to  Death, 
ft  was  a  Cup  that  he  could  lcafcely  drink ; 
he  that  fupported  the  frame  of  this  Wbrjd, 
was  almoft  hear  fuccunlbihg  Under  the 
Weight  of  this  Wrath ;  it  made  Him  fweat 
Blood  in  the  Garden :  He  that  could  do 
all  Things,  ahd  fpefck  all  Things,  was  put 
to  this,  Wbat  Jball  ljdj  *  When  this 
Condemnation  was  fo  terrible  to  him, 
who  was  that  mighty  One  upon  whom 
all  help  was  laid,  whilt  lhalt  it  be  to  you? 
No  Man's  Sorrdw  was  ever  like  his,  nor 
Pain^ever  like  his,  if  all  the  fcattered 
Torments  were  united  in  one ;  but  be- 
caufe he  was-God  he  overcame,  and  came 
out  from  under  it.  But  what  do  you 
think  fhall  be  the  Eftate  of  thefe  who  lhall 
endure  that  fame  Torment?  and  not 
for  three  Days,  or  three  Years,  or  fome 
thoulknds  of  Years,  but  beyond  Imaginati- 
on, to  all  Eternity. 

1  befeech  you  cofider  this  Condem* 
tion  which  ye  are  adjudged  unto,  and  do 
not  ly  under  it.    Do  yc^thiak  ytxaii 
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endure  what  Chrift  endured  ?  Do  yefhink 
ye  can  bear  Wrath  according  to  God's 
Power  anJjuftice?  And  yet  the  Judg- 
ment is  come  upon  all  Men  to  this 
Condemnation.  But,  alas  >  who  fears 
him  according  to  his  Wrath?  Who 
knows  the*  Power  of  his  Anger?  ye 
fleep  fecure,  as  if  all  Matters  were  paft 
and  over  your  Head.  We  declare  unto 
you  in  the  Lord's  Name,  that  this  Con- 
demnation is  yet  above  you,  becaufe  you 
have  not  judged  your  felves :  It  is  preach- 
ed unto  you  that  ye  may  flee  from  it,  but 
fince.ye  will  not  condemn. your  feives, 
this  righteous  Judge  muft  condemn  you. 
Now,  fince  it  is  fo,  that  fuch  a  condem- 
natory Sentence  is  pafl  on  all  Men,  what 
a  Privilege  nraft  it  be,  to  be  delivered  from 
it,  to  hav*  that  Sentence  repealed  by  forne 
new  A&bf  God's  Mercy  and  Favour? 
David  proclaims'  him  a  blejjed  Man, 
wbofe  Sinr  are  forgiven  and  covered  ; 
and  indeed  he  is  blefled  who  elcapes  that 
Pit  of  eternal  Miiery,  though  there  w^re 
no  more ;  though  there  were  no  Title 
to  an  Inheritance  apd  Kingdom  above,  to 
be  delivered  from  that  Wrath  to  come 
upon  the  Children  of  Disobedience,  this 
is  more  Happinefs  tfean  the'  Enjoyment  of 
all  cafthly  Delights :  What  would  a 
Man  give  in  Excbange  for  bis  Soul} 
Skin  for  Skin,  and  all  a  Man  bath  be 
will  give  for  bis  Life.:  Thefe  Riches 
and  Advantages  and  Pleafures  that  Men 
Tpend  their  labour  for,  #11  thefe  they  will 
pan  with  in  fuch  a  haiird.  The  covetous 
Man  he  will  caft  his  Coffers  over-board 
ere  he  tofe  his  Life :  The  Voluptuous 
Man  he  will  fuffer  Pain  and- Torment  in 
tutting  off  a  Member,  ere  he  die.  Bin 
if  Men  knew  their  Satis,  and  what  an 
Immortality  and  Eternity  expefts  tbfem, 
Wby  wooH  not  only  give  Skin  for  Skin, 
abd  *B  that  Ary  bare  for  their  Soul,  bat 

their 
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their  Life  alio :  Ye  would  choofe  to  die 
a  thoufind  Deaths  to  efcape  this  eternal 
Death.  But  vobai  jbalt  a  Han  give  in 
Exchange  fir  bis  Soul,  Mat.  avi.  26. 
though  he  would  give,  yet  what  hath  he 
to  give  ?  There  are  two  Thingj  endears 
any  Privilege  to  us,  and  heightens  the 
Rate  of  it ;  the  Neceflity  of  it,  and  the 
Precioufhefc  of  it :  And  thefe  two  are  emi- 
nent here.  Is  it  not  neceflary  to  be,  to 
five,  and  have  a  Being?  All  Men  think 
fot  when  they  will  give  all  they  have  to 
redeem  themfelves :-  All  other  Things  ace 
accidental  to  theft),  they  are»neareft  ;o 
themfelves  ;  therefore  all  mufl*  go  ere 
themfelves  go.  *  But  I  fay  this  is  more 
neceflary,  to  be  well  eternally,  than  tc* 
be  limply ;  .to  efcape  this  Condemnation, 
than  to  have  a  Being.  AncLjhis  (hall  be 
verified  ia  the  laft  Day,  when  Men  (hall 
try  for  Hills  and -Mountains  to  fall 
ontbem,  andfave  tbemfrmtbeJVratb 
qf  the  Lamb,  Rev.  vl.  16.  Men  will 
choofe  rather  not  to  be,  than  to  fall  in 
lhat  Wrath.  O  how  acceptable  would  a 
Man's  firft  nothing  be  to  him  in  that  great 
Day  of  Wrath  ?  Who  ihall  be  able  to 
1  fland  in  it  I  when  Kings  and  Princes, 
bond  and  free,  great  and  final!,  (hall  de* 
fire  Mountains  to  grind  them  into  Powder, 
rather  than  to  hear  that  Sentence  of  Con-, 
demnation,  and  yet  (hall  hot. obtain  it. 
O  blejfcdare  all  they  that  trufi  in  bim, 
vaben  bis  Wrqtb  is  kindled  but  a  little, 
Hal.  ii.  1 2.  Ye  toil  and  vex  your  felvej, 
and  fpend  your  Time  about  that  Body 
and  Ufe;  bat  for  as  precious  as  they  are 
10  you  now,  ye  would  exchange  them 
one  Day  for  Immunity  and  Freedom  from 
An  Wrath  and  Curie.  How  will  that 
Man  think  bis  Lines  are  fallen  in  plea- 
/ant  Places?  How  will  bedefpifethe 
dory  of  earthly  Kingdoms,  though  all 
tufted  in  one?  who  couplers  in  his  Heart 


how-  all  Kings,  all  Tongues  and  Nati- 
ons muft  fhnd  before  the  Judgment-feat 
of  God,  and  the  Books  of  his  Law  be 
•pened,  to  judge  them  by,  as  alfo  the 
Books  of  their  Confciences,  to  verifie  his 
Accufetion,  and  precipitate  their  own  Sen- 
tence ;  and  then  in  the  open  View  of  ill 
the  Sons  of  Adam,  and  the  Angels,  all 
Secrets  be  Drought  out,  their  Accufation 
readaslarfce  as  their  Lifetime,  and  as  ma- 
ny Curfes  to  be  pronounced  againft  every 
one,  as  there  be  Breaches  of  the  Law  of 
God,  whereof  they  are  found  guilty  ;  and 
then  ill  thefe  will  feek  into  Corners,  and 
cry  for  Mountains,*  but  there  is  no  Cover* 
tng  from  his  Prefcnce.  What  do  ye  think 
the  Man  will  think  within  himfelf  who 
will  ftand  before  God,  and  be  abfolved 
in  Judgment  by  Jefus  Chrift,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  Provocations  above  many  of 
them?  What  will  a  King  then  think  of 
his  Crown  and  Dominions,  when  he  re- 
flects on  them  ?  What  will  the  poor 
perfecuted  Chriffian  then  think  of  all  the 
Glory  and  Pferfeftion  of  this  World,  whet* 
he  looks  back.  upon,  it  ?  O  know,  poor 
foolifh  Men,  what  Mkdnefi  is  in  ventur- 
ing your  Souls  for  Trifles,  ye  run  the 
hazard  of  all  greateft  Things  for  a  poor 
Moment's  Satisfaftion.  Ye  will  repent  it 
too  late,  and  become  wife  to  judge  your 
(elves  Fools,  when  there  is  no  Place  to  - 
mend  it. 

But  this  Privilege  is  no  more  necefla- 
ry than  it  is  precious :  Your  Souls  are 
now  kept  captive  under  that  Sentence  of 
jeverlafting  Jmprifonment,  ye  are  all  Pri- 
soners, and  know  not  of  it.  What  will 
ye  gjve  in  Ranfom  for  your  Souls  P 
Your  Sins  and  Iniquities  have  fold  you  to 
the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  Earth,  as  Ma- 
lefaftors,  and  he  hath  paft  a  Sentence  of 
your  perpetual  Imprifonmentunder  Satan's 
Cuftodyin  Hell.    Now  what  will  you 
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give  to  redeem  your  Souls  from  that 
Fit  ?  How  few  know  the  Worth  of  their 
&xils?  And  fo  they  offer  unto  God  fome 
of  their   Riches   for  theiA.     Doth  not 

•  many  of  ypu  think  ye  have  fatisfied  for 
Slhs,  if  ye  pay  a  civil  Penalty  to  the  Judge; 
many  think  their  own  Tears  and  Sorrow* 
for  Sii7  may  be  a  Price  to  Joftice,  at  leaft 

.  if  it  be  joined  with  Amendment  in  Time 
.  coming.  And  (o  Men  conceive,  their 
Sins  are  pardoned,  and  their  Sogls  re- 
deemed. But  alas  !  the  Redemption  of 
the  Soul  is  precious,  yea.  itceafetbfor 
ever ;  all  your  Subftairce  will  be  utterly 
contemned,  though  ye  offered  ir.  How 
few  of  you  would  give  fo  much  for  your 
Souls?  And  yet  though  ye  give  it,  it 
will  not  do  it,  ye  muft  pay  the  uttermoft 
Farthing,  or  nothing.  *  m  Your  Sorrow  and 
Reformations  will  not  compleatthe  Sum, 
no  nor  begin  it,  though  thou  wajh  thee 
with  Nilre,  and  take  much  Sope,  yet  is- 
thine  Iniquity  marked  with  me,  yet  there 
is  ftill  Condemnation  for  thee  :  Though' 
all  the  World  ihould  conveen  about  this 
Matter,  to  find  a  Ranfom  for  Man  ;  fup- 
pofe.allthe  Treafiires  of  Monarchs,  the 
Mines  a^d  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  the. 
Coffers  of  rich  Men  were  fearched; 
nay  that  the  Earth,  the  Sea,  the  Heavens, 
and  Sun  and  Moon  be  prized  at  the  high- 
eft  :  Join  all  the  Merits  of  Angels  above, 
and  Men  below,  all  .their  good  A&ions 
and  Sufferings,  yet  the  Sum  that  amounts 
of  all  that  Addition,  wouldnot  pay  the  leaft 
Farthing  of  this  Debt.  The  Earth  would 
fay,  it  is  not  in  me,  the  Heaven  behoved 
to  anftver  fo,  Angels  and  Men  might  fay, 
w^have  heard  of  it,  but  'tis  hid  from  all 
.  living.  Where  then  is  this  Redemption 
from  the  Curfe  ?  Where  fha.ll  a  Ranfom 
be  found  ?  Indeed  God  hath  found  it  .» 
It   is  with  him,  he  hath  given  his  Son  a 

Jiwfoa  for  many,  ind  his  Blood  is  more 


precious  than  Souls,  it  let  be  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver. Is  not  this  then  a  great  Privilege, 
that  if  ^11  the  Kingdoms  of  the  World  . 
were  fold  at  the  deareft,  yet  they  could  i 
not  bi  y  it  ?  What  a  Jewel  is  this  ?  What 
a  PeaTl  ?  Who  ever  of  you  have  efcaped 
this  Wrath,  consider  What  is  your  Advan- 
tage, O  confider  your  Dignity  ye  are  aj- 
vanced  unto,  that  ye  may  engage  your 
Hearts  to  him,  to  become  his,  and  his 
wholly  :  For  you  are  bought  with  a 
-Price ;  and  are  no  more  your  own,  he 
gave  himfclf,  fo**  you,  and  was  made  a 
Curfe  to  redeem  you  from  the  Curfe. 
O  how  rtiould  ye  walk  as  privileged 
^4en,  as  redeemed  ones. 

I  4efeech  you  all  to  call  home  your 
Thoughts,  to  confider  and  ponder  on  this 
Sentence  \\m  is  paft  againft  us ;  there  is 
now  Hope  of  Delivery  from  it,  ifyt  will 
take  it  home  unto  you  ;  but  if  ye  will  ftill 
continue  in  the  Ways  -of  Sin,  without 
returning,  know  this  that  ye -are  but  mul- 
tiplying thofe  Curies,  platring  many  Cords 
of  fcour  Iniquities,  to  bind  you  in  everlaft- 
ing  Chains  ;  ye  are  but  digging  a  fit  for 
your  Souls,  ye  that  fweat  in  your  Sins, 
and  travel  in  them,  and  will  not  embrace. 
this  Ranfom  offered:  The  Key  and 
Lock  of  that  Pit  is  .eternal  Defpair.  O 
'confider  how -quickly  your  Pieafures  and 
Gains  will  end,  and  (pare  fome  of  your 
Thoughts  from  prefect  Things,  to  give 
them. to  Eternity,  that  Threed  fpun  out 
for  ever  and  ever  ;  the  very  length  of  the 
Days  of  the  Ancient  of  D^ys,  who  hath 
no  beginning  of  Days,  nor  end  of  Time. 
Remember  now  of  it,  leaft  ye  become 
as  Jong  mtferable  as  God  is  blefled,  and 
that  is  fot  ever. 

All  Men  would^lefire  to  have  Privi- 
leges beyond  others,  but  there  is  one 
that  carries  it  away  from  all  the  World, 
and  that  is  the  Believer  in  Jefus  thrift* 

who 
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who  is  faid  to  be  in  Chrift,  im- 
planted in  him  by  Faith,  as  a  lively 
Member  of  that  Body  whereof  Chrift  is 
the  Head ;  Chrift  Jefis  is  the  Head  of 
thai  Body,  c  he  Church ;  and  I  his  Head 
caromunicaies  Life  unto  all  the  Members, 
for  bcfiUs  &U  in  ali\  there  is  a  mighty 
working  Fuwer  in  the  Head,  which  diifu* 
feth  u  (elf  throughout  the  Members,  Epb. 
u  io,.  22.  BU  There  are  many  Ex- 
preilions  of  Union  between  Chrift  and 
Believers,  there  is  no  near  Conjunction 
among  Men,  but  this  spiritual  Union  of 
Chrift  with  Believers  is  reprefented  to  us 
under  it  ;  The  Foundation  and  the  Build- 
ing have  a  near  Dependance,  the  Corner- 
ftone  and  the  Wall  thefe  knit  together  i  and 
Cbrift  Jefus  is  the  Foundation  and  the 
chief  Cornerftonew  in  whom  ait  the  Btttf* 
ding  fitly  joyned  together,  growth  up 
into  an  boiy  ^temple,  Eph*  ti.  ao,  21. 
The  Head  and  Members  are  near  united, 
fb  is  Chrift  and  BeHevers,  they  grow  up 
inio  bim>  Eph.  iv.  is*  Parents  and 
Children  are  almoft  onet  fo  is  Chrift 
Jefus  the  everlafting  Father,  and  he  mews 
to  the  Father  the  Children  which  he  hath 
given  him :  We  are  his  Brethren,  and  he 
is  not  afhamed  jo  call  us  fo.  But  which 
b  more,  we  are  one  FJem  with  him ; 
There  is  a  Marriage  between  Chrift  and 
the  Church,  and  this  is  the  great  Medita- 
tion of  the  Song  of  Solomon.  He  is  the 
Winttree*  and we are  Branches  plan- 
ted in  him.  Nay  this  Union  is  fo  ftri&, 
that  it  is  mutual,  /  in  them  and  they 
in  me ,  Chrift  dwelkthiaus  by  Faith, 
by  making  us  to  believe  in  him,  and  Jove 
him ;  we  dwell  in  Cbrift  by  that  fame 
Faith  and  Love,  by  believing  in  him,  and 
loving  him.  Chrut  Jefus  is  our  Houfe 
where  we  get  all  our  Furniture;  he  is 
our  Store-houfe  ancj  Treafure,  our  Place 
of  Strength  and  Fleafure,  a  City  of  Re- 


fuge, a  ftrong  Tower,  and  a  pleafent  Ri- 
ver to  refrem  us.  We  again  are  his  Ha- 
bitation where  he  dwelled]  by  his  Spirit, 
we  are  his  Work-houfe,  where  he  works 
all  his  curious  Pieces  of  the  new  Creature, 
forming  it  unto  the  Day  of  Efpoufals,  the 
great  Day  of  Redemption. 

This  gives  us  to  underftand  what  w» 
once  were  ;  we  may  ftand  here  ana*  look 
back  upon  our  former  Condition,  aad  find 
Matter  both  of  Delight  and  Sorrow.    We 
were  once  without  Chrift  in  the  World, 
and  if  without  Chrift,  then  without  God 
and  Hope  in  the  TVorid*  Eph,  ii.  1 2,  I 
wifh  this  were  engraven  on  the  Hearts  of 
Men,  that  they  are  born  out  of  Chrift 
Jefus  \  wild   Olives,  growing  up  in  the 
Stock  of  degenerated L  Adam :   He  was 
once  planted  a  noble  Vine,  but  how  quick* 
ly  turned  he  into  a  degenerate  Flam,  and " 
iuftead  of  Grapes,    brought  forth- wild 
Crapes,  and  fowreP    We  all  grow  upon 
an  OHve-tree  that  if  wild  by  Nature, 
Rom-  xt,  24-    It  grows  out  of  the  Gar- 
den of  God,  in  the  barren  Wildernels, 
and  is  meet  for  noihing  but  to  bring  forth 
Fruit  unto  Death,  to  be  cut  down  andeaft 
into  the  Fire,  'Tis  a  Tree  which  the  Lord 
hath  cuvfcdw  never  more  Fruit  grow  up- 
on tb&  henceforth  t  This  was  the  fatal 
Sentence  pronounced  on  Adam.    O  that 
you  would  know  your  Condition  by  Na- 
ture I  Ubw  all  your  good  Inclinations,  DiP 
portions,   and  Educations,  cannot  make 
your  Stock  good,  and  your  Fruit  good. 
Ephraim  if  an  empty  Pine*  this  is  our 
Name :    Nay,  but  many  think  they  bring 
forth  Fruit,     Hath  not  Heathens  ipread 
forth  their  Branches,  and  brought  forth 
many  pleafant  Fruits  of  temporal  Patience, 
Sobriety,   Magnanimity,    Prudence,   and 
fuch  like?     Doth  not   fome  civil  Men 
many  Acls  of  Civility  profitable  to  Men  ? 
Do  net  many  a  Man  pray,  and  read  the 
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Scriptures  from  his  Youth  up  ?  Yes  indeed, 
fheie  are  Fruits,  but  fur  all  that  he  is  an 
empty  Vine*  for  be  brings  forth  Fruit 
to  bimfitfi  andfo,  as  in  the  Original,  he 
is  a  Vine  emptying  the  Fruit  which  it  gives, 
HqC  x,  f.  All  thefe  Fruits  are  but  to 
himfelf,  and  from  himfelf  i  he  knows  not 
to  direct  thofe  to  Gods  Glory,  but  to  his 
own  Fraifcor  Advantage,  to  make  them 
his  Ornament:  And  he  knows  not  his  own 
Emptmefs,  to  kek  all  his  Furniture  and 
Sap  from  another.  What  were  aU  thefe 
fair  Bloffbms  and  Fruits  of  Heathens? 
Indeed  they  were  more  and  better  than 
any  now  upon  the  Multitude  of  profetfeu 
Chriitlans :  And  yet  thefe  were  but  fplen- 
didit  peccata,  minning  Sins.  Wnat  is 
alt  your  praying  and  falling  ?  but  to 
your  (elves,  as  the  Lord  charges  the  Feo 
-  pie;  tecb.  vii.  D&  you  faft  at  alt  to 
me  ?  No,  ye  do  it  to  your/elves.  Her, 
is  thcWildnefs  and  Degnerateneft  of  your 
Natures,  either  you  bring  forth  very  bit- 
ter Fruits,  fuch  as  intemperance.  Avarice, 
Contention,  Swearing,  Qpt.  or  elfe  Fruits 
that  have  nothing  but  a  fair  Skio,  like  Ap 
pies  of  Sodom,  that  are  beautiful  on  the 
Tree,  but  being  handled  turn  to  Afbes  i 
ft)  there  is  nothing  of  them  from  God, 
or  to  God,  I  think  every  Man  alrnoft 
*mer tains  this  fee  ret  FeriwaJion  in  his 
Breaft,  that  his  Nature  it  may  be  weak, 
yet  it  is  not  wicked  i  it  may  be  helped 
with  Education,  and  Care  and  IMgence, 
and  drefled  til!  it  pteafe  God,  and  prorr 
others.  Who  is  perfwaded  in  Heart  rhat 
he  is  an  Enemy  to  God,  and  cannot  be 
Jubjeft  to  God's  Law?  Who  believe^. 
that  their  Heart  is  defperaiely  wicked  * 
Ok)!    'tit  indeed    dcfeitjul   above  ail 


things*  and  in  this  mofr  deceitful,  that 
it  perfwades  you  ye  have  a  good  Heart 
to  God.  Witt  not  profane  Men,  whole 
Hands  are  defiled,  maintain  the  Vpright- 
nefs  of  their  Hearts  ?  Nemo  nafcitur  bo- 
rwsfedfit.  Ibefeechyou  onceconnder 
that  ye  are  born  out  of  Chrift  Jefus  -,  ye 
conceive  ye  are  born  and  educated  Chrif- 
tians,  ye  have  that  Name  indeed  from  In- 
fancy, and  are  baptized.  But  1  ask  about 
the  Thing,  Baptifm  or  Water  doth  not  im- 
plant you  into  Jefus  Chriit ;  nay,  it  de- 
clares this  much  unto  you,  thai  by  Na- 
ture ye  are  far  off  from  Jefus  and  wholly 
defiled,  all  your  Imaginations  only  Evil. 
Now  1  bdeech  you,  how  came  the  Change? 
or  is  there  a  Change  >  Are  not  the 
moft  Part  of  Men  the  old  Men?  No 
new  Creatures;  be  that  is  in  (Thrift  is 
a  new  Creature,  %  Cor.  v.  16.  Ye 
have  now  Adam's  Nature,  which  ye  had 
firfr :  Ye  have  bom  the  Image  of  the  earth- 
ly, and  are  ye  not  fuch  yet,  who  are  flill 
earthly  ?  Thin*  ye  that  ye  can  inherit  the- 
Kangdom  of  God  thus  f  Can  ye  pafs  o- 
verfroma  State  of  Condemnation,  t0  a 
Sate  of  Life  and  no  Condemnation!  with* 
jut  a  Change  t  No,  believe  ir,  ye  can- 
not inherit  Incorrupdon  with  Fleftiand 
Blood  which  ye  were  born  with*  Ye 
nuft  be  implanted  in  the  fecond  Adam*. 
and  bear  his  Image ,  ere  y*  cap.  fay  that  ye 
are  Partakers  of  his  Bleflmgs,''  i.  Cor.  xv,, 
47,  4S,  49,  c3>r-  Now  1  may  pofe  your 
Consciences,  how  many  of  you  are 
changed  ?  Are  not  the  rnoft  Part  of  you: 
even  fuch  as  ye  were  from  your  Chttek 
liiiod  ?  Be  not  deceived,  ye  are  yet  Stran- 
gers from  the  Fromifes  of  God,  and  wiu>- 
pui  this  Hope  in  the  World* 


SEJU 


S  E  R  M  O  M    II. 


VerTe  i.  There  is  no  Condemnation  to  them  that  art  in  Chrift* 
oho  walk,  &c. 


•  Promifes  are  yea,  and  i  Light  of  ConfoUuon  and  Salvation  that  it 
^   in   Cbrijl  Jfefiif,    they    from  God,  is  all  embodied  in  this  Sun  of 

Righteoufnefs:  All  the  Streams  of  Grace 
and  Mercy  runs  in  the  Channel  of  his  well- 
beloved  Son.  It  follows  then,  that  God 
is  not  to  be  found  out  of  J  efus  Chrift  » 
and  whoever  is  without  Cbrtft,  is  without 
1  God  in  the  World.    Gad  is  in  Chrift 


•jp*     ^imen, 

meet  alt  in  him,  and  from  him  are  de- 
rived untn  us.  When  Man  was  in  Inte- 
grity, be  was  with  God,  and  in  God,  and 
that  immediately,  without  the  Interventi- 
on of  a  Mediator ;  but  our  falling  from 


,  Cud,  hath  made  us   without  God :    and  1 

the  Diftance  is  fo  great,  as  .Abraham  1  reconciling  the  World  %  and  therefore  ftf 
{peils  to  the  rich  Man,  that  neither  can  1  Condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrifii 
fbefe  above  go  down  to  him*  nor  he  come  I  but  God  out  of  Chrift  is  condemning  the 


mp  to  them :  There  h  a  Gulf  of  Separau- 
on  between-  God   and  us,  that  there  can 
be  no  Meeting,     And  Co  we  who  are 
without  God,  are  without  Hope  in  the 
World*  Eph.  ii,  *2.   no  Hope  of  any 
more  AcceJi  to  God  as  before.     The 
•  Tree  of  Life  is  compaft  about  with  a 
flaming  Fire  and  a   Sword  *>  God  is  be- 
come a  confuming  Fire  unto  us,  thatnone 
do  come  near  thefe  everJaftiog  Burnings, 
much  iefs  dwell  with  them*    Since  there 
can  be  no  meeting  fo,  God  hath  found 
out  ihe  Way  how  Sinners  may  come  to 
trim,  and  not  be  confumed:  He  will  meet 
with  us  in  Jefus  Chrift,  that  living  Temp!e, 
and  this  is  the  tryfting  Place.     There  was 
a  NtceflTuy  of  this  Mediator,  to  take  up 
the  Difference,  and  make  a  Bridge  over 
that  Gulf  of  Separation,  for  us  to  come  to 
God  ;  and  this  is  his  Humane  Nature,  the 
new  and  living  Way*  the  Fail  of  bis 
Ftejh.     God  is  in  Chrift  therefore,  re- 
conciling the  World  to  himfelfi  All  the 


World,  and  therefore  Condemnation  is  to 
all  that  are  not  in  Chrift.     When  ill  tl.e 
Sons  of^dam  were  declared  Rebels,  be- 
caufe  of  his  and  their  own  Rebellion,  the 
Lord  hath  appointed  a  City  of  Refuge, 
that  whoioever  is  purfued  by  the  Avenger 
of  Blood,  may  enter  in  to  it,  and  get  Pre* 
tec\ion    and     Safety.    Without    is    no* 
thing  but  the  Sword  of  the  Avenger,  Jul- 
rice  reigning  in  all  the  World  befide; 
within  this  City,  Juftice  may  not  enter  to 
take  out  any  into   Condemnation:  And 
therefore  thofe  Souls  tha trice ibi  Refuge, 
to  lay  bold  on  the  Hofefet  before  them 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  Juftice  may  purfue  them 
to  the  Forts  of  this  City,  Condemnation 
may  follow  them  hard,  till  they  enter  in  | 
but  thefe  may  not  enter  into  Forts  of  the 
City,    What  a  miserable  Eftate  then  are 
thefe  Souls  in,  that  ly  in  their  own  Na- 
tures, in  the  open  Fields  without    thii 
City?  How  many  fooufo  Men  apprehend 
no  Dmtut    but  (pott  i&m\  to^w 
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of  the  City  of  Refuge,  and  will  tiot  en- 
ter in-  O!  the  Avenger  of  Blood  fhaH 
be  upon  thee  ere  thou  know  r  And  if  it 
find  thee  out  of  the  City,  woe  unto  thee, 
all  thy  Prayers  and  Intre^ties  will  not 
prevail;  Juftice  h  blind  and  deaf,  can- 
not deal  partially,  or  refpeft  P^rfons, 
cannot  hear  thy  Supplications,  (t  is 
ft  range,  that  Men  are  taken  up  with  other 
petty  mconfiderable.  Things,  and  yet  ne* 
gteft  10  know  what  this  i$t  to  be  in  Jefus 
Chrift*  upon  which  their  Salvation  de- 
pends, 

Faith  in  Jefus  Chrul  is  the  Soul's  Flight 
into  the  City  of  Refuge  mow  none  flieth 
but  when  thev  apprehend  Danger,  or  are 
purfued.     This  Danger  that  a   Soul  ap* 

!>rehends,  is  Ferifhing  and  Condemnation 
or  ever  :  The  Purfuer  is  the  Law  of 
God,  and  his  Juftice ;  thefe  have  a  Sword 
In  their  Hand,  the  Curie  of  God,  and  the 
Sentence  of  Condemnation,  God  erects 
a  Tribunal  in  his  Word*  wherein  he 
judgefhTvlen  ;  whofever  he  hath  a  Pur- 
pofe  of  Goodwill  unto,  he  makes  the 
Law  to  enter  into  their  Consciences,  that 
the  Offence  might  abound  ;  He  fends  out 
feme  MelTenger  of  Affliclon,  or  Convic- 
tion, to  bring  them  before  the  Judgment 
Seat,  and  hear  their,  Accufation  read  unto 
them*  There  the  Soul  lUnds  trembling, 
and  the  Confcience  witnefleth  and  appro- 
reth  all  that  the  Word  challenged  of;  fo 
that  the  Sinners  Mouth  is  flopped,  and 
can  have  no  fiitufe  to  this  Accufation  : 
Then  the  Judge  pronounces  the  Sentence 
upon  the  guilty  Perfon,  Curfe d  is  every 
me  that  abidetb  not  in  all  9%ing/9  &c* 
The  Soul  cries,  Guilty,  O  Lord,  Guilty, 
Idefervethe  Curfe  indeed;  Ohi  What 
fiall I  da  to  be  faxed  ?  Then  the  Soul 
looks  about  on  the  right  Hand,  and  on 
the  left  Hand,  to  feet  fome  Refuge,  but 
there k.non&     Whither  fhali  be  go  from 


him  ?  He  looks  within  himfelf,  and  be- 
holds nothing  within,  but  the  accufing  wit- 
netting  Conlcience  becomes  a  Tormen- 
ter ;  The  Fire  is  kindled  wirhin,  which 
teeds  upon  the  Fewel  of  innumerable  Sins  v 
now  tbe  Soul  is  almoft  over  whelmed,, 
and  fpies  if  there  be  any  Place  to  flie* 
from  it  fe If,  and  from  that  Wrath,  and  be- 
hold the  Lord  difcovers  a  City  of  Refuge 
near  Hand,  where  no  Condemnation  is* 
even  Chritf  Jeins*  who  hath  fuftaifled  the 
Curfe,  that  lie  might  redeem  us  from  it. 
The  Vifion  of  Peace  is  here,  and  thither 
the  SouJ  rlies  out  of  k  felf,  and  from 
Juftice,  into  thai  difcovered  Righteoufcefs 
ofChrift's,  audio  tbe  mere  (bat  tbe  Of- 
fence abounded  ;  now,  tbe  more  bath 
Grace  Juper abounded :  fo  that  there  is 
now  no  more  Condemnation  to  him. 

I  be/eech  you  confider  this,  and  let  it 
be  written  on  the  Table  of  your  Hearts  r 
There  are  two  Tribunals  that  God  fit* 
upon,  one  out  of  Chriit  Jefus*  another  in> 
Chrift  Jefus,  there  is  a  Throne  of  Juftice* 
where  no  Sentence  paffes  but  pure  un- 
miied  Juftice,  without  any  Temperament 
of  Mercy ;  and  this  all  Men  muft  once 
compear  before.  You  know  whit  a  Co- 
venant of  Works  God  once  made  with  us* 
If  thou  do  thefe  fbtngi  thou  Jbalt  live*. 
if  not,  tboujialt  die  tbe  Death.  Ac- 
cording  to  this  we  muft  once  be  judged,, 
that  Juftice  fufler  no  Prejudice,  There- 
fore God  fpeaks  out  of  his  Law,  upon  this. 
Throne,  the  Language  of  Mount  Smai,lhe 
reads  our  Charge  unio  us,  and  becaufe  ail 
the  WorJdis  gut liy,  therefore  the  Sentence 
of  Death  is  once  pair  upon  all.  Now 
whoever  of  you  come  before  this  Tribunal! 
to  be  judged,,  know  that  k  is  a  fubordi* 
nate  Court,  there  is  a  higher  Court  of 
Mercy  and  Judgment,  both  Juftice  and 
Mercy  mined  together  ;  though  Mercy  bt 
the  Predojuinaiu,  JuJUc*  and  Judgment 


t/  ft*  JFabitathit  of  it,  but  Mercy  and 
T'ruth  goetb  before  the  Judges  Fac e,  and 
come  neareft  Sinners,  to  £i?e  them  Accefs* 
And  di is  you  may  appeal  unto,  from 
rhat  Tribunal  of  Ju ft  ice  But  there  is 
Fvrgiveneff  with  thee,  fee.  Pfai.  cixx. 
4,  5 \  An^  whoever  comes  here,  Chrift 
Jefus  fits  on  this  Throne,  to  abfolve  him 
from  that  Sentence.  If  you  ask  what  E- 
quity  is  in  it,  is  not  this  a  Prejudice  to  Juf- 
tke,  and  an  Abomination  10  the  Lord,  to 
juftifie  the  wicked  and  ungodly  Sinner  ?  I 
fay,  it  is  no  Iniquity,  becaufe  Jefus  Chri  ft 
hath  paid  the  Price  for  us,  and  was  made 
M  Curfe  for  our  Sins ;  that  me  might  be 
the  Rightemfnefs  of  Gost  in  bim  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  juft  with  God  to  forgive 
Sins,  to  relax  that  Sinner  from  the  Con- 
demnation of  the  Law,  that  flies  into  je- 
fm  Chrifh  You  many  anfwer  Jufttce, 
1  wilt  not  take  this  for  God's  Jail  Word, 
I  hear  that  all  final  Judgment  is  committed 
id  the  Son,  that  he  may  give  Life  to 
whom  he  will:  He  calls  met  and  to  him 
wUJ  I  go,  for  be  bait  the  Words  of  eter- 
wml  Life*  he  m{\)ujiifiet  and  <wbo  Jhalt 
condemn* 

Now  if  any  Man  will  hot  now  arraign 
iumfelf  before  the  Tribunal  of  God's  Juf- 
Uce,  if  he  will  not  fearch  his  Guiltiness 
fill  his  Mouth  be  flopped-;  and  hear  his 
Sentence  of  Condemnation  read,  and  take 
with  it:  That  Man  can  come  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  be  abfolved,  for  he  juftifieth 
aone  but  Self-condemned  and  loft  Sinners ; 
ib  your  Day  is  but  yet  coming,  when 
you  muft  anfwer  tojuftice,  theTnbunal 
of  Mercy  fhall  be  removed,  and  Chrift 
fhall  fit  upon  a  Throne  ofpurefuftice,  to 
judge  thefe  who  judged  not  themftlves. 
Alas  J  for  your  Lofs,  the  moft  part  of  you  : 
I  pity  you,  you  live  in  great  Peace  and 
Quietnefs  without  the  Ports  of  the  City  of 
Kcfu&c*    We  declare  unto  you  in  the 


Lord's  Name,  you  are  under  the  Curfe  of 
God  i  Will  you  yet  fit  fecure,  and  pur 
the  evil  Day  far  from  you;  Oh  !  rather 
trouble  your  Peace  fur  a  Seafon,  with  the 
Consideration  of  your  Sins,  enter  in' 
Judgment  with  your  felves,  till  you  fee 
nothing  but  periling  in  your  felves',  and 
there  is  no  Hazard,  becaufe  he  isSalvari? 
on  brought  near  in  the  GofpeL  If  you- 
will  not  trouble  your  felves  fo  much,  a* 
to  judge  your  felves,  then  you  mall  be 
judged  when  there  is  no  Mediator,  to^ 
plead  for  you,  none  to  appeal  unto, 

But  whofoever  rakes  the  Sentence  of 
Condemnation  unto  them,  and   fubferibes 
to  the  Rjghteoufnefs  of  the  Lord's  Curfe 
upon  them,  we  do  invite  all  fuch  in  the 
Lord's  Name,  to  come  in  huher,  even  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  There  is  no  Condemnation 
to  them  that  are  in  bim.    if  you  ftand 
Scrupulous,  making  many  Queftions  in  fuch 
a  Matter  of  fo  great  Necessity,  you  wrong 
your  (twn  Soul,     and  dishonour    him;_ 
know  this,  that  God  if  in  Cbrift,  recon- 
ciling the  PPorld  to  bimfelft  Therefore 
thou  condemned   Sinner   may  come  to 
God  in  Chrift:  If  you  ask  any  W^rrant» 
we  think  there  (hall  be  no  fuch  querTion- 
ing,  when  you  are  in  fo  great  Neeeffityv 
If  a  Man  were  Starving  without  a  City, 
and  it  were  told  him  there  is  Plenty  with« 
in,  were  he  not  a  Fool  that  would  make 
any  more  Bufinefs,  but  labour  to  enter  in.    - 
Thisis  enough  to  croft  allyour  Obje£tions>. 
your  are  in  extream  Neceffiry,  and   like 
to  perifh  within  your  Self,  He  if  able  to 
fave  to  the  utmolt  ail  that  comt  to  bim. 
What  would  more,    let  there  be  then  a 
Clofure  between  ab&tote  NeceSfity,  and 
fumcient  Ability  to  favc  ;  Will  you  yet 
ftand  difputing  without  the  City,  when  the 
Avenger  of  Blood  is  above  your  Head? 
If  you  will   yet  prefs  for  feme    more 
Ground  and  Warrant  of  believing,  then  I 

will 
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wr.l  u;U  you,  all  that  1  know  is  in  the 
Word  for  a.  Ground  of  Faith,  you  Ijave 
.  great  Mifery  and  Neeeffity  within  you ; 
that  you  grant,  and  it  is  your  Complaint ; 
Chrift  hath  Mercy  and  Sufficiency  of 
Grace  in  him,  be  if  able  to  Jave  to  the 

^utmofi,  that  you  cannot  deny:  But  I'do 
add  this  Third,  he  is  willing  alfo  to  fave 
thee,  whoever  will  be  willing  to  be  fav- 
ed  by  him  ;  nay,  he  is  more  willing  than 
thou  art.  If  you  queftion  this,  I  defire 
you  but  to  confider  the  whole  Tenor  of 
the  Gofpel ;  How  many  Invitations  ?  How 
many  Perfwafions  ?  How  many  Promi- 
jniles  to  thofe  who  come?  Tea,  how 
many  Commands,  and  that  Peremptory, 
to  believe  on  him?  Yea,  how  many 
Threatnings  againft  you,  if  you -will  not 
come  to  him  to  have  Life?  Hath  he  given 
himfelf  for  the  Sins  of  the  World,  and 
/Will  he  not  be  willing  that  Sinners  partake 
of  that  he  was  at  fo  much  Pains  40  pur- 
chafe  ?  Think  you  that  Chrift  will  be; 
content  his  Death  fhould  be  in  vain  ?  And 
it  (hould  be  in  vain,  if  he  did  not  welcome 
the  wort*  Sinners :  Yea,  it  ihould  be  in 
Tain,  if  he  did  not  draw  them  to  him, 
and  make  them  willing.  But  befides  this, 
be  hath  promifed  fo  abfplutely  and  freely, 
and  fully,  as  there  fhould  t*  no  Exception 
imaginable  againft  it ;  Him  that  cometb, 
Iwiil  not  in  any  Cafe  caft  out,  John  vi. 
37.  Why  do  you  imaging  any  Cafe  where 
Chrift  hath  made  none  ?  Why  do-yo  j  Sin 
againft  your  own  Souls?  Oh  1  if  I  were 
in  Chrift,  fay  you,  I  would  be  well ;  and, 

t  ~Oh  1  that  he  would  welcome  Tuch  a 
Sinner.  Chrift  anfwersthee'in  exprefs 
Terms.  WTtqfoever  will,  kt  bim  take 
and  drink  Jreeh.  Thou  declares  thy 
WilBognels  in  fo  ipeakiag,  and  he  declares 
bu  Willingnefi  in  fo  promifing.  JKay, 
Ay  lookinf  afar  off  on  him,  is  a  Fruit 
tofMs  Willngmft;  ft  have  not  ebtfen 


me,  but  I  bave  cbofen  you,  and  ivoei 
you  firfi .  If -ye  will  not  yet  believe  thiv 
look  upon  his  Command;  This  if  bif 
Conmand.  tbatye  believe  on  ibe  Son, 
1  John  iti.  23.  What  Warrand  have  ye 
to  do  any  Duty  he  commands  ?  and  why 
do*ye  more  queftion  this?  Is  not  this 
his  Command?  and  is  it  not  more  per- 
emptory, becaufe  a  new  Command,  and 
his  laft  Command?  And  when  withail 
he  boafts  us  in  to  his  Son,  ibat  ye  nup 
bave  Life.  Oh  1  who  (hould  have  the 
Pace,  to  Queftion  any  more  his  Willing- 
nefs  ?  Other  Grounds  than  thefe  I  know 
none:  And  I  think  if  any  come  to  Chrift, 
or  pretend  to  come  on  other  Grounds,  he 
comes  not  right.  If  the  moft  holy  Man 
comes  pottn  among  ungodly  Sinner*  if  he 
do  not  walk  upon  the  Grounds  of  his  own 
extream  Neeeffity,  and  Cnrifts  Sufficient 
cy,  he  cannot  come  to  Jeius  Chrift. 
There  is  a  Concek  among  People,  which 
if  it  werenot  fo  common  as  it  is,  I  would 
not  mention  it,  it  is  fo  ridiculous :  How 
can  I  come  to  Chrift  fo  unclean  andfoguil- 
tyf  nothing  but  Condemnation  in  me? 
If  I  were  fucb  and  foch,  I  would  come  to 
him.  Alas  /  there  can  nothing  be  ima- 
gined more  abfurd,  or  contary  even  t# 
Senfe  and  Reafon.  If  thou  wen  fuch  and 
fuch,  al  thou  fancies  a  Defire  tt>  be,  thou 
wouldft  not  come  to  Chrift,  thou  needed 
him  not;  that  which  thou  pretends  as  a 
Reafon  why  thou  Jbouid  not  come,  is  the 
greit  iLealbn  prefled  in  the  Gofpel,  why 
thou  (hould  come.  What  Madnefi  is  this  ? 
I  am  fo  unclean,  I  will  not  come  to  the 
Fountain  to  wafh :  Wherefore  was  the 
Fountaroaopened,  but  for  Sin  and  tin- 
cleanmfif  and  -the  more  Uncleannefs, 
the  more  Need,  ahd  the  more  Need, 
the  more  Reafon  to  come :  Necef 
fity  is  a  great  Errand*  and  our  Err- 
rand  is  a  Juffioenty   Warrand.    I  ana 
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jpwlnttlijihf  Iiiw  I  hare  Condemnation 
a*Miu  me>  a**  nothing  but  Condemaati- 
mt:  W«ll  th«!|  come  tb  Chrift  Jefbs, 
tfe  Cfey  of  Refuge/  where  no  Condem- 
Mdoois,  Wherefere  was  this-Cicy  ap. 
yds***,  bt*  for  iMt  End?  I  befeech 
7011  «wy  one-  who  ufeth-  thofc  Debates, 
andtaketbakmdof  Delight  ia  them,  know 
what  titer  mean,  how  they  wrong  your 
aWHtSbuh*  how  they  dtfhooour  Chrift, 
sad  fbGod  the  Father  ;  nay,  howfoolUh 
md  tkfccutousthey  are,  that  if  it  werenot 
jam  Bttpfexity  indeed,  they  deferred  no 
infill  1  but  a  Rebuke,  or  Silence,  (have 
fean,lVopfe  take  Delight  id  moving  Ob* 
jeftoa*  againft  die  Truth,  yea>  and  ftu- 
'  djjmg  earoeftly  how  10  object  agaiaft  any 
Anfirers  given-  from)  the  Truth!  Alas  ! 
ahottjbeddtetto*  thine  ow&  Hurt,  thou  art 
►  a  Way  which  (hall  never  yield  thee 
Coanfort,  but  keep  thy  Soul  from 
a*  a  Wave  tofled  up  and 
If  ye*  belie** not,  but  diipute, 
"not  be  eftablijbed. 
W*k\  would  fpeak  a  W6rd  to  thefe  that 
?  believed,  that  have  fled  for  Refuge 
ae  Chill,  OH/  it  concerns  you  moft  of 
^fclftnr  to-ftudy  to  know  tins  Condem- 
aaakxt  that  ye  are  delivered  from,  that  ye 
aaay  fee  thankful,,  and  may  keep  cioft  with* 
mM*  City .  I  fay,  there-  is  no  Man  within 
At  Work)  fhouldhave  more  Thought* 
flsoae  deep  and  earneft  Meditations  on 
daeCttcfe  and  Wrath  of  God,  than  thefe 


who  are  delivered  from  them  through 
Chrift  ;  and  my  Reafon  is,  that  ye  may 
know  how  great  a  Salvation  ye  have  re- 
ceived,, how  great  a  Condemnation  ye 
have  efeaped,  and  may  henceforth  walk 
as  thefe  who  are  bought  with  a  Price. . 
Your  Creation  makes  you  not  your  own,, 
but  his,  becaufe  he  gave  that  Being :  But 
your  Redemption  (houkJ  make  you  twice 
more  his,  and  not  your  own,  becaufe, 
when  that  Being  was  worfe  than  if  it  had 
not  been  at  all,  he  made  it  over  again; 
fo  ye  are  twice  his :  Firft  he  made  you 
with  a  Word,  but  now  he  hath  bought  with 
a  Price,  and  that  a  dear  Price,  his  Blood*. 
Again,  the  keeping  this  Curie  always  in 
your  View  and  Sight,  and  Application  of 
it  unto  your  Sins,  will  make  much  Im- 
ploymentfor  Chrift:  Ohow  will  ye  of 
ten  flee  into  that  City  >  I  think  they  are" 
the  greateft  Enemies  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
his  Cnace,  who  would  have  a  Believer 
have  no/  more  ufe  of  the  Law :  I  know 
not  who  can  ufe  the  Law,  if  he  do  it  not ; 
1  know  not  Who  can  appiy  it  unto  Chrift 
the  End  of  it,  but  he :  Certainly  he  hath, 
not  otilf  ufe  of  the  Commands  41s  a  Rule 
of  Obedience,  but  the  Curie  alio,,  not  to 
make  him  fear  again  unto  Bondage,  no, 
no,  but  to  make  him -fee  always  the  more 
Neceflity  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  may 
take  up  Houfe  in  him,  and  dwelt  in 
trim. 
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Vcrfo  1.    That  walk  not  after  theFlefcbuh  &c. '  r' 

J*!*  is  difficult  to  determine  which  of  J  demnauoQ,  or  tha;  he  is  made  to  npaik 
thefe  is  the  greateft  Privilege  of  a  {according  to  the  Spirit,  andWjeaneir 
Cfattfeo,  tbatbeisdeliveied  froqj  Coo- 1  Creature;  Whtttet  ia  cm  wit  \& 
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Chrift  for  our  Juftificauon,  or  Sanftifica- 
tion?  For  he  is  made  both  to  ns  ■.  But  ii  is 
more  neceflary  tocoajoyn  them  together, 
than  to  compare  them  with  other ;  the 
one  is  not  more  neceflary  to  be  de- 
livered, from  Wrath,  than  the  other 
to  walk  according  to  the  Spirit.  1  think 
it  were  an  Argument  ofi  Soul  efcaped 
Condemnation,  to  have  the  great  Stream 
and  Current  of  its  Affections  and  Endeav- 
ours towards  Santtification,  not  that  they 
may  be  accepted  of  God,  but  becaufe  they 
are  accepted  of  God.  .  It  is  not  faid,  there 
is  nothing  conderanable  in  diofe  that  are 
in  Chrift,  but  there  is  no  Condemnation 
to  them.  There  is  indeed  a  Body  of 
Death,  and  Law  of*  Sin  within  them, 
a  Nature  defiled  with  origin!  Foliurion, 
and  many  Sireams  flowing  from  it,  which 
the  fprinlciing  of  the  Blood  of  Chrift  Eg 
Jufttfication  doth  not  take  away*  If  any 
Man  fay  there  is  no  Sin  in  bim,  he  is 
a  Liar,  and  the  Truth  is  not  in  bim: 
But  here  is  the  Grace  and  Mercy  of  God 
in  Jefus  Chrift  that  removes  the  Curfe, 
wherc  the  Sin  is,  that  takes  away  the 
Condemnation,  where  all  wonhy  of  Con- 
demnation-ii.  And  thus  the  Soui'sjufti* 
fication  is  parallel  to  Chrift (s  Condemna- 
tion ;  there  was  in  him  nothing  condem- 
nable,  no  Sin,  Jto  Guile  in  bis  Mouth, 
yet  there  was  Condemnation  to  him,  be- 
caufe  he  was  in  ftead  and  place  of  Sin- 
ners, our  Iniquities  was  laid  on  him, 
not  in  him;  be  ixboknew  no  Sin  was 
made  a  Cwfefor  us,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  Mgbteoufnefs  of  God  in  bim: 
So  then,  the  Soul  that  ftyeth  in  to  Jefus 
Chrift  his  Righteoufnefs,  though  it  have 
in  it,  all  that  deferveth  Condemnation, 
yet  there  is  no  Condemnation  fcHr,  te- 
qwfe  his  Righteoufhefi  is  laid  upon  it, 
and  Chrift  hathf  taken  away  the  Curfe. 
The  iwoceat  Son  of  God  nfo  condemn- 


ed, therefore  are  guilty  Sinners  abfoJ?ed  : 
The  Curfe  was  applied  unto  bim  who  bad 
no  Sin,  but  only  was  made  Sin,  or  Sin 
laid  on  him,  and  therefore  the  Sentence 
of  Abfclution  from  the  Curfe  is  ippjyed 
unto  them  who  have  no  Righteoufhefi, 
but  are  made  the  Righteoufnefs  of  God* 
by  ft^  and  gracious  Imputation,  This  I 
fpeak,  becauleuf  many  unfavoury  and  un- 
found  EapretfloQs  in  this  loot  Generation, 
that  there  is  no  Sin  in  the  jufttfied,  that 
Juiiification  removes  it  clois,  as  if  it  had 
never  been  at  all.  I  fay,  as  the  Condenv 
nation  of  Jefus  Chrift  did  not  blot  out  his 
Inn  occncy  and  Hulinefs  within  him,  but 
onlyjuftke  confideredhiminthat  Account 
as  a  Tranigreflbr,  who  yet  was  the  holy 
and  ipotleft  Lamb  of  God  in  himfelf,  fo  ' 
hkewile  the  Jufttfication  of  a  Sinner  before 
God,  doth  not  remove  or  blot  out  the 
very  Corruption  and  Defilement  of  our 
Natures,  but  only  fcrapes  out  our  Names 
out  of  the  Roll  of  his  Debtors,  as  having 
fatisJied  in  our  Cautioner  and  comiders 
us  as  righteous  in  that  Account  before  Gbd, 
And  this  Utewife  I  fpeafc  for  your  ufe* 
that  ye  may  loath  and  abhor  your  felves, 
as  much  in  your  felves,  who  are  made 
clean  by  the  Blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  if 
ye  were  not  walhen.  Nay,  fo  much  the 
more  ye  ought  to  remember  your  own 
Sinsj  which  he  doth  not  remember  as  Debt 
any  more ;  and  to  be  afhamed  and  con* 
founded  becaufe  they  are  pardoned  :  It  is 
ordinary  for  Souls  to  look  on  themfelves 
with  an  Eye  of  more  Complacency  in 
themfelves,  when  they  apprehend  that 
God  looks  favourably  on  them ;  I  do  nor 
think  that  any  Soul  can  dudy  consider  the 
gracious  AJpeft  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift, to 
'them,  but  they  will  the  aaore  loath  them- 
felves  r  but  I  find  it  ordinary,  that  flight 
znd  inconHderate  Thoughts  of  Fardombe* 
gets  jolly  Conceits  in  Mens  Heam  of 

than- 


<n  Romans  vin.  i. 


thetnlelves  ;  and  this  is  even  the  Sin  of 
God's  Chi.Jrer:.  fomething  is  abated  of 
our  feif  abhorring  when  we  have  Peace 
and  Favour  fpoken  in  to  us :  But  I  be- 
fcech  every  one  that  believes  there  is  no 
Cbndemnation  for  them,  to  confider  there 
is  all  Things  worthy  of  it  in  them,  yea, 
nothing  but  what  deferves  it ;  and  there- 
fore let  that  AfpcflofGod  beget  Self- 
loathing,  and  Self-deteAation  in  you: 
The  more  you  apprehend  lie  is  pleafed 
with  you,  be  ye  the  more  dilpleafed  with 
your  felves,  becaufe  it  is  not  your  felves 
he  is  pleafed  with,  but  his  own  well-be- 
loved Son.  The  Day  of  Redemption  is 
coming,  when  there  fhall  be  no  Condem- 
nation, and  nothing  condemnable  either  : 
Id  Heaven  you  frail  be  (b,  but  while  ye 
are  here,  this  is  the  moft  important  Duty 
ye  are  called  to,  to  loath  your  felves, 
becaufe  ofaflyour  abominations,  and 
becaufe  be  is  pacified  towards  you, 
Eiek.  xvi.  at  the  c\ofc,.*nd  Chap,  xxivi. 
31.  and  xx.  43,  44.  There  is  anew 
and  ftrange  Mortification,  now  pleaded 
for  by  many,  whofe  higheft  Advancement 
coofifteth  in  not  feeling,  or  knowing,  or 
confefling  Sin  ;  but  in  being  dead  to  the 
Senfe  and  ConvidHon  of  the  fame.  Alas.' 
whither  are  thefe  reforming  Times  gone  ? 
Is  not  thisthe  Spirit  of  Antichrift  ?  I  con- 
fefk  it  is  a  Mortification  of  Godlineft,  a 
crucifying  of  Repentance  and  Holinefs,  a 
crucifying  of  the  new  Man ;  but  it  is  a 
•  qukkning  of  the  old  Man,  in  the  Lulls 
thereof;  a  living' to  Sin  ;  this  a  Part  of 
that  new  (  but  fallly  fo  called  )  Gofpel  that 
u  preached  by  fome  ;  which  if  an  Angel 
would  bring  from  Heaven,  we  ought  not 
to  believe  it.  Other  Foundations  can  no 
Man  lay  than  which  is  laid  already,  up- 
on which  die  Prophets  and  Apoftles  are 
fcuilded;  oven  Chrift  Jefus.  Lord  give 
the  Spirit  to  underftand  thefe  Myftcries 


already  revealed ;  but  lave  us  from  thefe 
new  Difcoveries  and  Lights.  That  which 
we  have  received  is  able  to  make  us  per* 
feft  to  Salvation. 

Every  one  pretends  a  Claim  and  Right 
to  this  Privilege  of  Chriftians,  to  be  par- 
doned and  abfolved  from  Condemnation, 
who  doth  not  put  it  out  of  Queftion, 
though  in  the  mean  Time,  their  Iniqui- 
ties teftifie  againft  them,  and  their 
Tranfgrefllons  (ay  in  the  Heart  of  a  god- 
ly Man,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  God  be* 
fore  their  Eyes  f  Therefore  the  Apoftle 
defcribes  the  Man  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  be  fuch  an  one,  7%at  walls  not  after 
the  Flejby  but  after  the  Spirit.  Not  on- 
ly to  guard  againft  the  prelumptuous  Fancy 
of  thofe  that  live  in  their  Sins,  that  pretend 
to  hope  for  Heaven >  but  to  ftir  up  every 
juftified  Soul  to  a  new  Manner  of  Conver- 
fation;  fince  they  are  in  Jefus  Chrift. 
We  would  Ipeak  a  Word  of  two  Things 
from  this:  Ftrft,  That  the  Scripture  gives 
Marks  and  Characters  of  juftified  and  re- 
conciled Perfons,  that  they  may  be  known 
by,  both  to  themfelves,  and  others.  Next, 
That  the  Chriftian  efcaped  Condemnation/ 
hath  a  new  Manner  of  walking,  and  is  a 
new  Creature  in  Chrift. 

It  might  feem  ftrange  Thing,  that 
this  firft,  were  queftioned  in  this  Gene- 
ration ,  (if  any  the  moft  clear  and  impor- 
tant Truth  could  pals  without  (canning  ;) 
the  very  Tenor  of  the  Scripture  holds  out 
fo  much  of  it.  I  wonder  that  any  Matf 
that  reads  this  Chapter,  or  the  Epiftles 
of  James,  and  John,  (hould  have 
any  more  Doubt  of  it.  Hereby  we 
know  that  we  know  him,  if  we  keep  hit 
Commands :  Is  not  this  a  Conclusion  of 
our  Sate  and  Condition,  from  the  Con- 
formity of  our  walking  to  the  Will  of  God  ? 
What  Divine  Troth  can  we  be  fore  of,  if 
this  be  uncertain?  When  the  beloved 
Y  Dif 
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Difciple,  who  knew  how  to  preach  Chrift. 
affertsitinexprefs'Perms,  i  Job.  v.  ij. 
SThefe  Things  have  I  written  to  you  tbat\ 
believe,   that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have 
eternal  Life,  and  tpat  ye  maty  believe 
en  tbe  Name  of  the  Son  of  GV:  This 
very  Thing  was  the  great  Scope  and  Pur- 
pofe  of  that  EvangelicJc  and  Divine  Epiftle. 
I  find  that  sintimmiant  confound  this 
Queftion,  that  they  may  have  the  more 
Advantage  in  their  Darknels.    The  Quef- 
tion is  not  concerning  the  Grounds  of  a 
Man's  believing  in  Chrift,  but  concerning 
our  Aflurance,  or  KnowledgCof  our  be- 
lieving.   There  is  a  great  Miftake  in 
Christians  Prattke,  in  confounding  thefe 
two.  it  makes  Chriffians  very  unreafonable 
in  their  Doubtings  and  Exercifes,  there- 
fore let  us  have  this  before   our  Eyes  ; 
faith  in  its  firft  and  pure  Afting,  is  ra- 
ther an  Adherence  and  Cleaving  of  a  loft 
Soul  to  Chrift,  than  an  Evidence  of  its 
Iatereft  in  him.  or  of  his  everlafting  Love. 
Itou  know  all.  that  it  is  one  Thing  to  know 
a  Thing,  or  love  a  Thing,  and  another 
Thing  to  refleft  upon  it.  and  know  that  I 
know  and  love  it.    John  did  write   to 
Believers  that  they  might  know  they  did 
believe,  and  believe  yet  more.    Thefe 
Things   then   are   both  feparable,    and 
the  onp  is  posterior  to  the  other ;     lifter 
.ye  believed  ye  were  fealed.    The  Per- 
fwafioh  of  God's  Love,  and.  our  intereft 
in  Chrift,  is  the  Spirits  Seal  fet  upon  tbe 
Soul:  There  is  a   mutual  Sealing  here, 
the  Soul  by  believing  and  miffing  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  feu  to  its  Seal  that  Cod  if  *™*. 
*  as  jfotof  fpeaks,  Job.  in.  3J-  When  God 
ipeaks  in  his  Law,  the  Soul  receives  thai 
Teftimony  of  his  Juftice  and  Hoiinefs, 
fubferibes  to   trie  Equity  and  Righteouf- 
nels  of  the  Sentence,  by  condemnipg  it 
flelf.    And  when  Chrift  fpeaks  in  the  Go- 
lj^,  ibft  §pul  #*  that  Qo&ru*  office 


Salvation,  by  approving  and  confenting  with 
aU  its  Hean  to  the  Offer,  fubfcribes 
fo  the  Way  of  Salvation  in  Chrift,  *nd 
Truth  of  his  Promifes  :  And  this  is  the 
Truth  of  God  and  Chrift  fealed  by  the 
Soul's  Believing.  Then  the  Spirit  of  Jefus 
Chrift  afterward,  when  hepleafeth,  irradi- 
ates, and  (hines  upon  the  Soul,  and  difcovers 
thefe  Things  that  are  freely  given,  and 
witneflethto  the  Confidence  of  the  Belie- 
ver, that  he  is  a  Son  of  God  :  Thus  the 
Spirit  feals  the  Believer,  and  gives  his  Tef- 
timony to  his  Truth. 

Now  if  we  fpeak  of  the  Ground  of  the 
firft,  viz.  of  believing  in  Chrift  to  Sal- 
vation, I  know  none,  but  that  which  is 
common  to  Sinners,  and  holden  out  in 
the  Gofpel  generally  to  all.  Our  Sin,  and 
Mifery»and  abfolute  Necefllty^nd  Chrift  s 
Invitation  of  all  to  come,  and  receive 
his  full  and  perfect  Salvador*.  I  think  a 
Man  (hould  feek  nothing  in  hunfelfi  where- 
upon to  build  his  coming  to  Chrift,  though 
it  be  true*  no  Man  can  come  to  a  Saviour, 
till  he  be  convinced  of  Sin  and  Mifery, 
yet  no  Man  (hould  feek  Conviftions  as  at 
Warrant  to  come  to  Chrift  for  Salvation ; 
he  that  is  in  earneft  about  this  Queftion, 
bow  Jball  I bejaved?  I  think  he  Aould 
ndt  fpend  the  Time  in  refle&ing  on,  an* 
Elimination  of  himfelf,  till  be  find  feme- 
thing  promiling  in  himfelf,  but  from  d& 
coveted  Sin  and  Mifery,  pais  ftraigfee 
way  over  to  the  Grace  and  Mercy  of 
Chrift,  without  any  imerveenkg  Search 
of  fcinething  in  himfelf  to  warrand  him 
to, come;  there  (hould  be  nothing  before 
the  Eye  of  the  Soul,  but  Sin  and  Mifery, 
and  abfolute  Neceffity,  compared  with 
fuperabounding  Grace,  and  Righteoufneft 
i  in  Chrift:  And  thus  it  fingly  devolves  it 
feif  over  upon  Chrift,  and  receives  him 
as  ofler<ed  freely,  without  Money,  and 
without  Price  ?  l&PW  k  is  not  pqffibte 
1  that 
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that  a  Soul  can  receive  Chrift  till  ther*  be 
feme  preparatory  convincing  Work  of  the 
Law,  to  difcover  Sin  and  Mifery :  But  I 
bold,  that  to  look  to  any  fuch  Preparation, 
and  fetch  an  Encouragement  or  Motive 
therefrom,  to  believe  in  Chrift,  is  really 
to  give  him  a  Price  for  his  free  Waters 
and  Wine  ;  it  is  to  mix  in  together  Chrift 
and  the  Law,  in  the  Point  of  our  Accep- 
tation ;  and  for  Souls  to  go  about  to  feek 
Preparations,  for  a  Time  revolving,  not 
at  all  to  confider  the  Promife  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  till  they  have  found  them,  and  Satif 
faARra  in  tbem%  is  nothing  elk,  but  to  go 
about  to  eftablijb  their  own  Rigbteouf- 
nefir,  being  ignorant  of  the  RigbteovJ- 
niefs  of  Cbrift.  And  therefore  many  do 
corrupt  the  Simplicity  of  the  Gofpel,  by 
rigid  Exactions  of  Preparations,  and  Mea- 
sures of  them,  and  by  making  them  Con- 
ditions, or  Reftridions,  ,  of  Golpel- 
coinmands  and  Promifes :  As  in  this; 
Come  ye  that  are  wearied.  And  from 
thence  they  feem  to  exclude  Perfons  not 
Jo  qualified,  from  having  a  Warrand  to  be- 
lieve. Alat  it  is  a  great  Miftake  ef  thefe 
and  fiich  Words,  certainly  thefe  are  not 
fet  down  of  Purpofe  to  exclude  any  who 
will  come,  for,  nvboever  will,  let  them 
come,  and  take  freely  :  But  rather  to 
encourage  fuch  wearied  and  broken 
Souls,  as  conceive  themfelves  to  be  the 
only  Perfons  excluded ;  and  to  declare  un- 
to us  in  fqme  Meafure,  the  Nature  of  true 
Fikh ;  that  a  Soul  muft  be  beaten  out  of 
it  ftlf,  ere  it  can  come  to  Chrift.  There- 
fore 1  conclude,  that  not  only  it  is  a  ridi- 
culous, and  foolifo  Conceit  of  many  Chri- 
ftians.thkt  ufe  to  objeft  agaieft  believ- 
ing; If  I  were  as  fuch  or  fuch  a  Perfon, 
if  I  did  love  God,  if  I  had  thefe  Fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  if  I  #  walked  accoiding  to  the 
Spirit,  then  1  might  believe.  Alas/  how 
direftly  oppofite  is  this  to  the    Terms 


of  the  Gofpel?  I  fay,  if  thou  place 
Satisfaction  in  thefe,  and  from  that 
Ground,' come  to  Jefus  Chrift,  then  thou 
doft  not  come  really,  thou  doft  indeed 
eftabtifh  thine  own  Righteoufnefs.  Doth 
any  Saint,  though  never  (b. holy,  confider 
himfelf  under  fuch  Notions  of  Grace,  when, 
he  comes  to  be  juftifled?  No  indeed  ; 
but  as  an  ungodly  Man,  rather,  he  muft 
deny  all  that,  though  he  had  it.  And 
befides,  it  is  moft  unreafonable,  and  in- 
congruous, to  feek  the  Fruits,  before  the 
Tree  be  planted ;  and  to  refufe  to  plant 
the  Tree,  till  you  can  behold  the  Fruits 
of  it.  But  alfo,  it  is  contrary  to  the  free 
and  comfortable  Do&rine  of  the  Gofpel, 
for  a  Soul  to  feek  the  Difcovery  of  any 
Thing  in  it  felf,  but  Sin.before  it  apply  to 
Jefus  Chrift.  I  fay,  there  muft  be  fome 
Senfe  of  Sin,  otherwife  it  hath  not  rightly 
difcovered  Sin  ;  but  a  Soul  (hould  not  be 
at  the  Pains  to  difcover  that  Senfe  of  Sin, 
and  find  it  Out,  fo  as  to  make  it  a  Motive 
of  believing  in  Chrift:  He  ought  to  go 
ftraight  forward,  and  not  return  as  he 
goes  ;  he  muft  indeed  examine  himfelf; 
not  to  find  himfelf  a  fenfible  humbled 
Sinner,  that  fb  he  may  have  Ground  of 
believing ;  but  that  he  may  find  himfelf  a 
loft  perilling  Sinner ;  void  of  all  Grace 
and  Goodnefs,  that  he  may  find  the  more 
Neceflity  of  Jefus  Chrift :  And  thus  I 
think  the  many  Contentions  about  Pre- 
parations, or  Conditions  preparatory  to 
believing,  may  be  reconciled 

Now  if  the  Queftion  be  (as  it  is  indeed) 
about  the  Grounds  of  our  Aflurance,  and 
Knowledge  of  our  own  Faith,  certainly  it 
is  clear  as  the  Noon-day,  that  as  the  good 
Tree  is  knewn  by  the  Fruits  there- 
of, and  the  Fire  by  the  Heat  thereof; 
fo  the  in-dwelling  of  Faith  in  the  Heart 
is  known  by  its  purifying  of  the  Heart, 
and  working  by  Love,  it  makes  a  Man  a 
Y  %  nefft 
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new  Creature  ;  fo  that  he,  and  others  may 
fee  the  Difference :     Neither  is  this  any 
Derogation  to  the  free  Grace  of  jChrift,  or 
any  eftabjifliing  of  our  own  Righteoufnelf. 
(  except  Men  be  fo  afraid  to  cftabhfh  their 
own   Righteoufoeis.  that  they  wilt  have 
no  Holinefs  at  all,  but  abandon  it  quite, 
for  fear  of  trufting  in  it,  which  is  2t  Re- 
medy worfe  than  the  Difeafe  )  becaufe  I 
make  it  not  a  Ground  of  my  Acceptation 
before  God,  but  only  a  naked  Evidence 
of  my  believing  in  Chrift,  and  being  ac- 
cepted of  God  :  It  being  known  that  thele 
have  a  neceflary  Connexion  together  in 
the  Scriptures,  and  it  being  alio  known 
that  the  one. is  more  obrious  and  eafie  to 
be  discerned  than  the  other.    Sure  I  am, 
the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life  is  a  great  My- 
fiery,  and  unkfs  this  be  granted,  I  fee 
not  but  every  Man's  Regeneration  a**d 
Change  (hall  be  as  dark  and  hidden,  as  the 
hidden  and  lecretPecrees  of  God's  Electi- 
on ;  for  die  Spirit  may  immediatelyreveal 
both  the  one  and  the  other.    Is  it  any  De- 
rogation to  the  Grace  of  Chrift,  to  know 
what  is  freely  given  us  ?  Doth  it  not  rather 
commend  his  Grace :  When  a  Soul  looks 
upon  it  felf,  beautified  wkh   his  Comeli- 
nefs,  and  adorned  with  his  Graces,   and 
loaths  it  ielf  in  it  felf,  and  afcribes  all  the 
Honour  and  Praife  to  him  ?    Is  it  not 
more  Injury  to  the  Fountain  and  Fulneft 
of  Grace  in  Chrift,  not  to  fee  the  Streams 
of  it  at  all,  nor  to  confider  them,  than 
tt>  behold  the  Streams  of  Grace  (hat  flows 
out  of  this  Fountain,  as  coming  out  of  it  ? 
I  think  Chriffians  maybe  ready  to  idolize 
their  Graces,  and  make  them  Mediators, 
when  they  are  known ;  but  is  this  a  good 
Remedy  of  that  Evil,   to  abandon  all 
Sight  and  Knowledge  of  the  Things  freely 
given  us  of  God*    Shall  we  not  (peak 
of  the  Freenefs  of  Grace,  becaufe  Mens 
Corruptiowturn  Grace  into  carnal  Liberty, 


t  and  Wantohnefs  ?  If  thefe  Graces  be  be  in 
us.iure  I  am,  'ris  no  Venue  to  be  ignorant 
of  them,  but  rather  aWeaknefi  and  Dark* 
nefi :  It  muft  then  be  the  Light  and  Grace 
of  God,,  to  know  them,  and  from  thence 
to  conclude,   that    Aflurance  of  Faith, 
which  is  not  *  forced,  ungrounded  Per- 
fwafion,  and  ftrong  Fancy,  without  any 
difcovercd  Reafon  of  it.    Surelam,  the 
Apoftle's  Counfel  is,  to  make  our  E- 
leftionfwre%  by  making  our  calling  Jure. 
How  (halt  any  venture  to  look  in  to  thefe 
Secrets  of  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  and 
read  their  Name- there,  undoubtedly  they 
belong  not  to  us,  they  are  a-  Light  inacce£ 
Able,  that  will  but  confound  and  darken 
us  more  ?    Therefore,  whoever  would 
know  their   Election,    according  to  the 
Scriptures,  rauft  read  the  Tranfcrtpt,  and 
Copy  of  the  Book  of  Life,  which  is  writ- 
ten in  the  Hearts  and  Souls  of  the  Bled ; 
the  Thoughts  of  God  are  written  in  his 
Works  upon  the  Spirits  of  Men ;  his  E- 
leftion  hath  a  Seal  upon  iffw    <tbe  Lord 
knowetb  who  are  bis,  and  who  can  break 
up  this  Seal  >    Wbobatb  under  flood  tbe 
blind  of  tbe  Lord?    None  can,  until  the 
Lord  write  over  his  Thoughts  in  fome 
Characters  of  his  Spirit,  and  of  the  new 
Creature.in  fome  Lineaments  and  Draughts 
of  his  own  linage,  that  it  may  be  known 
they  are  tbe  Epiftle  of  Cbrifl,  not  writ- 
ten witb  /«*  and  Paper ;  but  witb  tbe  Spi- 
rit of  tbe  living  God,  not  in  fables  of 
Stone,  but  in  tbe  flefbly  Tables  of  tbe 
Heart,  2  Cor.  iii.  3.    Chrift  writes  his 
everfcfttng  Thoughts  of  Love,  and  Good- 
will to  u*in  this-Epiftle  ;  and  that  we  may 
not  think  this  doth  extol   the   Creature, 
and  abafe  Chrift,  it  is  added,  Per.  5. 
Not  that  we  arejufficient  ofourfelvesf 
but  our  Sufficiency  is  of  God.    The  fee- 
ing of  Grace  in  ourfelves,  doth  not  pre- 
judge-tbe  Grace  of  God,  unlefs  we  fee  it 
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independent  of  the  Fountain,  and  behold 
not  the  true  Rife  of  it,  that  we  may  hare 
no  Matter  to  glory  of.    It  is  not  a  fafe 
Way  of  beholding  the  Sun,,  to  look  ftraight 
on  it,  it  is  too  dazling  to  our  weak  Eyes, 
you  (hall  not  well  take  it  up  fo  ;  but  the 
beft  Way  is  to  look  on  it  in  Water,  then 
we  (hall  more  fted&ftly  behold  it :  Gods 
everlafting  Love,  and  the  Redemption  of 
Jefos  Chrift,  is  too  glorious  an  ObjeA  to 
bstajd  with  the  Eyes  of  Flefh  ;  fuch  Ob- 
jeAs  certainly  muft  aftonilh  and  ftrike  the 
Spirits  of  Men  with  their  tranfcendam 
'Brightness :  Therefore  we  muft  look  on 
die  Beams  of  this  Sun,  as  they  are  re- 
flected in  our  Hearts ;  and  fo  behold  the 
Conformity  of  our  Souls,  wrought  by  his 
Spirit  unto  his  Will ;  and  then  we  (hall 
know  the  Thoughts  of  his  Soul  to  us.    If 
Men  (hall   at  the  firft  flight  climb   fo 
Ugh,  as  to  be  perfwaded  of  God's  eternal 
Love,  and  Chrijft'sPurchafe  for  them  in  par-1 
ticular,  they  can  do  no  more,  but  fcorch 
tbeir  Wings,  and  melt  the  Wax  off  them, 
till  they  fall  down  from  that  Heaven  of 
their  ungrounded  Perfwafion,  into  a  Pit 
of  Delparation :  The  Scripture-way  is  to 
go  downward  once*  that-  ye  may  go  up  ; 
firft  go  down   in  your  felvcs,  and  make 
your  Calling  fure,  and  then  you  may  rife 
tip  to  God,  and  make  your  Ele&ion  fure  : 
You  muft  come  by  this  Circle ;  there  is 
no  pafling,  by  a  direft  Line,  and  ftraight 
thorow,  unlefs  by  the  immediate  Revelati- 
on of  the  Spirit,  which  is  not  ordinary  and 
conftanr,  and  lb  not  to  be  pretended  unto. 
I  confefi,  that  fomerimes  the  Spirit  may 
intimate  to  the  Soul,  God:s  Thoughts  to- 
wards it,  and  its  own  State  and  Condition, 
Iqr  an  immediate  overpowering  Tefti- 
inony,  thai  puts  to  Silence  all  Doubts  and 
Objedbons,  thai  needs  no  other  Work  or 
Mark  to  evidence  the  Sincerity  and  Re- 
ality of  it ;  that  Light  of  the  Spirit  (hall  be 


ken  in  its  own  Light,  and  needs  not  thv 
any  witnefs  of  it.    The  Spirit  of  God 
fomedmesmay  fpeak  to  a  Soul.  Son,  be 
of  good  Comfort,  tby  Sins  are  forgiven 
tbee :  Tliis  may  break  into  the  Soul  as  a 
Beam,  dirted  from  Heaven,  without  Re- 
ference to  any  Work  of  the  Spirit  upon 
the  Heart,  or  Word  of  Scripture,  as  a 
Mids  or  Mean  to  apply  it :   But  this  it 
more  extraordinary  ;  the  ordinary  Tefti- 
mony  of  the  Spirit  is  certainly  conjoined 
with  the  Teftiuiony  ofour  own  Conict* 
ences*  Rom.  viii.  16.  And  ourConJth. 
enees  bear  witnefs  of  the  Work  of  the 
Spirit  in  us,  which  the  Spirit  difco  vers  to 
be  according  to  the  Word.     The  Spirit 
makes  known  to  us  Tilings  that  are  free- 
ly given,  bur,  by  comparing  Things  Spi- 
ritual with  Spiritual,  1  Cor.  ii.  10,  13. 
The  Fruit  and  fpeciai  Work  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  in  us*,  is  the  Medium;  and  the 
Spirit's  Light  irradiates  and  (bines  upon  if, 
and  makes  the  Heart  to  fee  them  clearly : 
For,  though  we  be  the  Children  of  Light, 
yet  our  Light  hath  fb  much  Darknefs,  as 
there  muft  be  a  fupervenient  and  acceflb- 
ry  Light  of  the  Spirit,  to  difcover  that 
Light  unto  us.    Now  what  is  all  this   to 
us,  I  fear  that  there  be  many  ungrounded 
Perfwafions  amongus,  that  many  build  on 
a  fandy  Foundation,  even  a  ftrong  Opini- 
on that  it  is  well  with  them,  without  any 
Examination,  of  their  Souls  and  Conver- 
fations  according  to  the  Word,  and  this 
certainly  when  the  Tempeft  blows,  can- 
not ftand.    Some  teach,  that  no    Man 
(hould  queftion  whether  he  believe  or  not, 
but  pnefently  believe  :  I   think  none  can 
believe  too  fuddenly,  'tis  always  in  Seafon, 
nunquam  fera  eft  fides  nee  panitentia, 
'tis  never  late,  in  refpeft  of  the  Promife, 
and  'tis  never  too  early,  in "  refpeft  of  a 
Man's  Cafe.    But  I  cannot  think  any  Man 
can  believe,  till  the  Spirit  have  convinced 
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him  of  his  Unbelief;  And  therefore,  I 
would  think  the  moft  Part  of  Men  nearer 
Faith  in  Jefiis  Chrifr,  if  they  knew  they 
wanted  Faith  :  Nay,  'tis  a  Fart  of  Faith, 
and  believing  God  in  his  Word,  and 
felting  to  our  Seal,  that  God  i J  true,  for 
a  Man  to  take  with  his  Unbelief,  and  his 
natural  Inability,  ye*,  Aver&neis  to  it. 
I  would  think  that  thefe  who  could  not 
.believe  in  Chrift,  becaufe  they  fought  Ho- 
nour one  of  another,  and  went  about  to 
kill  him,  they  had  done  well  to  have  taken 
with  that  Challenge  of  Chrift  s,  and  if 
Men  ought  id  take  with  their  Sin,  they 
ought  tofearch  arid  try  their  Sin,  that  they 
may  find  it  out,  to  take  with  it.  I  won- 
der, fince  Atfinomians  make  Unbelief 
the  only  Sin  in  the  World,  that  they  can- 
not endure  the  Difeovery  and  Confeffiofi 
rf  it ;  it  feems  they  do  not  think  it  fo  hei- 


nous a  Sin.    I  confefs,  no  Man  fhould  of*  hend  that  God  loves  you  alio.    Nay, 


Furpofe  abftaift  from  believing  in  Chrift, 
till  he  find  out,  whether  he  hath  believed 
or  not ;  but  what  ever  hath  been,  he  is 
bound  prefemiy  to  adt  Faith  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  flie  untq  him,  as  a  loft  Sinner, 
to  a  faving  Mediator.  But  that  every  Man 
is  bound  to  perfwade  himfelf  at  the  firft, 
that  God  hath  loved  him,  and  Chrift  re- 
deemed him,  is  the  Hope  of  the  Hypo- 
trite,  like  a  Spiders  Web,  which  when 
leaned  to,  it  (hall  notftand  ;  that  Man's 
Expectation  (hall  perifo,  he  hath  kindled 
Sparks  «f  his  own,  t  Wild-fife,  and  walk- 
ed! not  in  the  true  Light  of  the  Word,  and 
fo  muft  ly  down  in  Sorrow.  Many  of 
you  deceive  your  felves,  and  none  can 
perfwade  you  that  ye  do  deceive  your 
felves,  fuch  is  the  Strength  of  that  Delufi- 
jon,  and  Dream.  '  fis  the  great  Part  of 
the  Heart's  Deceitfulnefs,  to  flatter  it  felf 
in  its  own  Eyes,  to  make  a  Man  conceive 
well  of  himfelf  and  his  Heart.  1  befeech 
you,  do  not  venture  your  Soul's  Salvati- 


on to  fuch  groundlefr  Opinions  ^  never 
to  queftion  the  Matter,  is  to  kave  it  al- 
ways uncertain.  If  you  would  judge 
your  felves  according  to  the.  Scriptures, 
many  of  you  have  the  Marks  and  Cha- 
racters of  thefe  who  are  kept  without  the 
City;  and  are  to  have  their  Part  in  the 
Lake  of  Fire.  Is  there  no  Condemnati- 
on for  you,  who  have  never  condemned 
your  felves?  Certainly  the  more  you 
are  averfe  to  condemn  your  felves, 
this  flicks  the  clofler  to  you.  You 
are  not  all  in  Chrift,  all  are  not  ffra- 
el  who  are  of  IJrael,  many,  (nay  the 
moft  Part)  are  but  faid  Chriftians,  have 
no  real  Union  with  Chrift,  or  Principle 
of  Life  from  him ;  your  Love  you  .carry 
to  your  felves,  makes  you  eafily  believe 
well  of  your  felves;  know,  that  Self-Jove 
can  blind  the  Eyes,  and  make  you  appre- 


very  one  readily  fancies  that  to  be, 
which  he  defires  to  be.  I  befeech  you, 
confider  if  you  have  any  Ground  for  your 
Hopes,  and  Confidences,  but  fiich  as  thefe 
that  will  not  bear  out  always.  It  would 
be  no  Difadvantage  to  you,  to  have  your 
Hope  (haken,  that  in  ftead  of  a  vain  Pre- 
emption, you  may  have  the  Anchor  of 
Hope,  which  (hall  be  fixed  within  the 
Vail.  I  think  one  Thing  keeps  Men  far 
from  the  Kingdom  of  God,-  fcecaufe  they 
know  not  that  they  believe  not  in  him: 
We  had  gained  milch  Ground  on  you  by 
the  Word,  if  we  could  perfwade  you, 
that  ye  believe  not,  and  have  not  be* 
lieved  from  the  Womb.  We  might  then 
fay  to  you,  as  Chrift  to  his  Diiciples,  „y? 
believe  in  God,  believe  aifo  in  me :  Ye 
have  given  Credit  to  God  the  Judge,  and 
Lawgiver,  pronouncing  a  Curfe  on  yon, 
and  a  Sentence  that  ye  have  Hearts  del- 
iparately  wicked,  mw,  believe  alfo  in 
\me9  the  Redeemer,    Ye  have  believed 
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God  in  the  law,  in  as  far  as  ye  have  judg- 
ed your  felves  under  Sin  and  Wrath,  now 
*  believe  Me  in  the  Gofpel,  that  brings  a 
ILanfomfrom  Wrath,  and  a  Remedy  for 
Sn.  T>s  ihis  very  Unbelief,  that  is  the 
Original  of  the  Worlds  Perifliing,  Un- 
belief of  the  Law,  ye  do  not  confider  ye 
are  under  the  Condemnation  of  it9  ye 
do  not  believe  that  ye  have  not  yet  fled 
to  Jefus  Chrift  to  efcape  ;  and  thefe  two 
keep  Souls  ii*  a  deep  Sleep,  till  Judgment^ 
awake  them. 

But  unto  every  one  of  you,  I  would 
give  mis  Direction,  let  not  Examination 
of  what  you  are,  hinder  you  from  that 
wfakh  is  your  chief  Duty,  and  his  chief 
Commandment,  to  believe  in  him.  1 
know  many  Chriftians  are  puzled  in  the 
Matter  of  their  Intereft,  and  always 
wavering,  becaufe  they  are  more  taken  up 
with  that  which  is  but  a  Matter  of  Com- 
fort  and  Joy,  than  that  which  is  his  great- 
eft  Honour  and  Glory.  I  lay,,  to  confider 
die  precious  Promifes.  to  believe  jhe  Ex- 
cellency and  Venue  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
love  him  in  your  Souls,  and  delight  in  him, 
is  die  weightiest  Matter  of  the  Gofpel ;  to 


go  out  of  your  felves  daily  into  his  Fulnefs, 
to  endeavour  new  Difcoveries  of  your  own 
(Nagghtinefs,  -and  bis  Grace,  this  is  the  new 
and  great  Commandment  qf  the  Gofpef, 
the  Obedience  of  it  is  the  moil  eflemial 
Fart  of  a  chrfftian  Walk.    Now  again,  to 
know  that  ye  do  believe,and  to  difcern  your 
Intereft  in  Chrift,  this  is  but  a  M^ter  of 
Comfort,    and  of  the  fecond  Concern- 
ment :  Therefore,  I  fay,  when  ever  ye 
cannot  be  clear  in  this,  ye  (hould  be  always 
exercifed  in  the  firft,    For  'tis  that  we  afe 
firft  called  to,  and  if  Souls  were  more  exer- 
cifed that  Way,  in  the  Confideration  and 
Belief  of  the* very  general  Truths  and. 
Promifes  of  the  Gbfpel,  I  doubt  not,  but 
the  Light  of  thefe  would  clear  up  their 
particular  Intereft  in  due  Time ;  tbtfe 
^things  ye  ought  to  have  done,  and  rut 
to  leave  the  other  undone.    It  is  ftill  fa£ 
eft  to  wave  fuch  a  Queftion  of  Intereft^ 
when  'tis  plunging,  becaufe  it  puts  you  off 
your  fpecial  Duty,  and  its  Satan's  Intent  in 
it     It  were  better  if  ye  do  queftion,  pre* 
fently  to  believe  and  abide  in  him,  till  it 
were  put  out  of  Queftion. 


S  E  It  M  ON    IV. 

Verfe  i.  That  walk  not  after  the  Fkjbx  but  after  the 
Spirit. 


CHRIST  is  made  to  us  of  God, 
both  Righteoulhefs  and  Sanftificati- 
cm:  And  therefore,  thefe  who  are  in 
Chrift,  do  not  only  efcape  Condemna-. 
lion,  but  they  walk  according  to  the  Spi* 
tit,  and.  not  according  t$  the  Fie  lb. 
TSefc  two  are  the  $m  of  the  GofreJ, 


there  is  not  a  greater  Argument  to  half 
walking  tkan  this,  there  is  no  Condem- 
nation for  you,  neither  is  there  a  great* 
er  Evidence  of  a  Soul  efeaped  Condetpna* 
tioa,  than  walking  according  to  the  Sp*> 
rit.  We  Have  lpoken  Something  in  ge- 
neral q£  the  Evidence  thainup  ,1*  had  of  a 
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a  Man's  State,  from  his  walking,  and  the 
Spirit's  working  in  him ;  we  would  now 
fpeak  of  the  Conjunction  of  thefe  two, 
and  the  Influence  that  that  Privilege  hath 
on  this  Duty,  and  fomething  of  the  Na- 
ture of  this  Defcription,  who  walk  not 
after  the  Flejb,  but  after  the  Spirit. 

In  the  Creation  of  Man,  Man  was^com- 
pofed  of  Soul  and  Body,  there  was  a  right 
Order,  and  Subordination  of  thefe,  luitable 
to  their  Nature,  k\  his  Soul  he  reached 
Angels  above,  in  his  Body  he  was  like  the 
Bearts  below;  and  this  Part,  his  Flelh,  was 
a  Servant  to  the  Soul,  that  was  adted  and  af 
fefted  according  to  the  Defires  and  Motives, 
of  the  Soul.  Now  Sin  entring,  as  it  hath 
defaced  all  the  Beauty  of  the  Creation,  as 
it  hath  mifplaced  Man;  and  driven  him 
out  from  that  due  Line  of  Subordination  to 
God  his  Maker,  (for  he  would  have  been 
equal  to  God, )  fo  it  hath  perverted  this 
beautiful  Order  in  Men,  and  turned  it  juft 
contrary,  hath  made  the  Servant  to  ride 
on  Horfes,  and  the  Prince  to  walk  on 
Foot.  This  is  the juft  Puniftiment  of  our 
firft  Sin.  Adams  Soul  was  placed  by 
Creation  under  the  fole  Command  of  its 
Creator,  above  all  the  Creatures,  and  his 
own  Senfes,  but  in  one  Sin,  he  proudly  ex- 
alted himfelf  above  God,  and  lamentably 
fiibjefted  himfelf  below  his  Senfes,  by  hear* 
kening  to  their  Perfwafion,  be  Jaw  it  wax 
good,  and  t  aft  edit,  and  it  wasjweet, 
and  fo  he  ate  of  it.  What  a  Orange  Way 
was  this  ?  To  be  like  God,  he  made  himfelf 
unlike  himfelf,  liker  the  miferable  Beaft$. 
Now  I  fay,  this  is  the  deferved  Punifti- 
ment of  Man,  his  Soul  that  was  a  free 
Prince,  is  made  a  Bond-flave  to  the  Lufts 
of  hiffFlefti ;  Flelh  hathgotten  the  Throne, 
and  keeps  it,  and  lords  over  the  whole 
Man.  Now  therefore  it  is,  that  the 
whole  Man  unregenerate,  is  called  Flefli, 
as  if  he  had  no  immortal  Spirit,  John  iiU 


6.    STlwxf  which  is  born  of  the  Flejb  is 
Flejb,  and  this  Chap.    rer.  8.  here  a 
Defcription  of  natural   Men,    they  that 
are  in  the  Flejb.    Becaufe  Flelh  is  the 
predominant   Part  that  hath  captivate   a 
Man  s  Reafon  and  Will.     Nay,  not  only 
the  grofler  Corruptions  in  a  Man,  that 
have  their   Vfe  and  Seat  in  his  Flefli  and 
Body,  are  under  that  Name,  but  take*  the 
whole  Nature  of  Man,  that  which  ismoft 
eicellent  in  him,  liis  Soul  andSpiiit,  his 
Light  and  Underfiandir.g,  the  mofl:   re- 
fined Principles  of  his  Converfation,  all 
thefe  are  now  but  Heft::  Nay,  not  only 
fuch  natural  Gifts,  and  Illuminations,  but 
even  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Law#f . 
God,  that  fomeway  enters  his  Soul,  chang- 
eth  the  Nature  and  Name,  its  all  but  Dark- 
nefi  and  Flejb  in  him,  becaufe  the  Fieih 
hath  a  Dominion  over  all  that,  the  Clouds  * 
and  Vapours  that  arifeth  from  the  Flelh, 
bemifts  and  obftures  all  thefe,  the  Cor- 
ruptions of  the  Soul  is  mod  ftrengthned  ? 
in  this  Sort,  and  moft  vented  here :  Sin's 
become  connatural  to  the  Flelh,  and  fo  a 
Man  by  the  Flelh,  is  enfnared  and  fub- 
jefted  to  Sin.    Chrift  comprehends  all 
our  Prerogatives  and  Endowments  under, 
this,  John  i.  1 3.  born  not  of  Flejb  and 
Blood:  And  Matth.  xvi.  17.  Flejb  and 
Blood  barb  not  revealed  thefe  Things 
to  thee.    Even  all  the  Outwards  of  Re- 
ligfqn,  and  all  the  common  Privileges  of 
Chriftians  may  be  called  fo  :  What  hath 
Abraham  found  according  to  the  Flefo  ? 
Rom.  iv.  1.    Pbil.  iii.  3.    Which  im- 
ports fo  much,  that  all  thofe  outward  Pri- 
vileges, many  Illuminations,  and  Refoi- 
mations,  may  fo  far  confift  with  the  Cor- 
ruption of  Man  s  Nature,  may  unite  fo 
with  that,  as  to  have  one  Name  with  it ; 
'tis  not  all  able  to  conquer  our  Flelh,  but 
our  Flelh*  rather  fubdues  all  that,   and 
makes  it  ferve  itfcjfc  cilia  Wronger  than 
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ircoroe/cven  tne  Spifii  to  fJbdue  if.  arid 
c^Ai^oqt  0/ 1  he  Houfe.   Thus  the  Image 
9^ God  io  Man  is  defaced  :  Nay,  the  very 
Iroage   and  Namre    of  Man,    as  M.m, 
/polled  .    the     6  rift    Creation,   Sin  barn 
marr'd,  and   djfofderd  it-     Now,  when 
this  fecund  Creation,    or    Regeneration 
comes,'"  t,be  Creature  is .  made  new,  and, 
formed  £g*W)  by  ifre  powerful  Spirit  of 
Jefus  ..Chrrft.  ibif  Change,  js  made,r  fie  A 
is  gut  out  of  the  Throne,  as  an  L'lurper, 
il*e  Spirk  and  Soul  pt  a  Nhs,  is  put  n  a 
Throne  above  it,*  hut  is^t  placed  accord; 
ing  10  itSNjue  Ordf.T,  luider   a   hoJ>;  and 
$iiiiuat'.t*a'tv  of  God-!    And   thus  Jeijis 
Gbrirt   1$  the  Repairer  of  the  Breaches, 
aj)d  Reijorec  o(Lfhe  ancient  Pajhs,  and  old 
partes  co  djvelijtL^  Now,  die  Soul  hath 
.a,n£w,  RLyie  efliblifiiej    to  a.cl  according 
to,  ,ani  new  Principles  to  aft  from.    ,HeJ 
.Vh^'Cpurf^pfWaiHu^g.was  after  the  cof-j 
ijipt  Dic^tesand  C^pm  na  and5".pf  (|is  iipihly  r 
'Afledipns,  apo*  vyas  q|^)k>  higher  Strain, , 
jtnan  hip  ow^qj  Spares  p£  N^ure^^. <u> 
quirec^Li^U  wqujd  lead bjjfj,  10^  nowfqc 
bat)ra,new    Rule  eftablijjied^he  Spjfjt 
4*aking  in^rhp-.Wqrd.  tqbjm,  andpo^l 
tog  ojtyt  the  \Va>;  w,  hirii :  And  there  is  a 
qcw   Principle,  t^t.Sp^it  .lead\n£  him  in 
aj[f  Tnifh,  and  qm^'n^  jjin^to.waU  ;;i 
IH';.  Now^his' is  me^ouj's  pirfeft  Liberty,, 
to^f'fr^rn  under  ijie  $om'gion  of  Sift  and 
a^(b,'  and|huf  ,tl^enSoa  ma£ps  free  indeed, 
ta'^tjie  ffee  Sptrjr :  ftbe  Sjqn  was  ma^ea, 
wyaac,  that  Wmijht  be  madejfree   '^ 

cf:  And  the  .Spirif.  pf  tfi^  fLord,  wrjere 
Ije  longs,  thWf  is* litertyj  Jlratfine  Spi- 
rit and.  teafon^ble  Sog^oCa  Manjs;  el^-f 
vated^nio  \i\  ^^^ff&^MHj/^l 
the  bale  Fleih  is  dethroned,  "arid  made  10 ; 
Jerye  tfce,  .Spirit  and  Soul  m  a  Mail.. 
CHrift  ,h  indeed  the  greater!   Ffjend  ofi 


Mgjh  *,$ they  ^e^en^Sf'niTwdetif  Beafts,| 
.  thrift  makes '  us^ea.*  0A6effemi  ate 


unrealbnabTe' MenT^>fl^rl>rutini;  ?e*, 
in  a  manner   Beafts ;  this  is  an  ordinary 

CompelUtion  in  Scripture,  Faith    make* 
a  Man  re  a  Enable,  ir  gives  the  fiving  and 
fanffi'fied  Ofe  of  Reafon  ;  'tis  a  Sham* 
tor  any  Man  to  be  a  Slave  to  His  Lufts 
and  Paflions,"  'tis  the  Clia  rafter  of  a  Beaft 
upon  him,  he  that  is  ted  by   Senfes  ari3 
Affeftiaiv  is .  degenerate^  from   Tiumane 
I^aajrc  ;  and  yet  fuch  are  all  out'  of  Chrftf, 
Sin  reigns  hi  thedb  and  FIe(h  reigns,  ani 
the  Principles  of  Light  add  fLeitbQ  withilt 
are  captivated,  ^incarcerates  within  a  Cor 
ner  6t  ^tiieir  Nfinds,     "w^e  .fee  the  gener- 
ally 'teeircij  Truths  'among  Menp  tbj[t 
God  iff  that  be  is  bvfti  und  jiijt,  and' 
Z&Gd\  )b&t  frazett  mid  ffeff  ///tfieje 
arhe'  altogether  IncifcSiuU  arid  haVe   no 
L>fluence  on    Mens  Tfionyerfatiohs^  'no 
i autre  thix  if  they  ( were  np\  fcnowa.ctwb* 
rJecau(t  the.  Truth  is  decairied  iiUnrigftfrV 
oofne(it  the^Corrnptionj  of 'Rtens'Fle'ffi* 
are  &  rant,, that  tnier t bjjergfow  all'th/s 
^e^' oFJTruth,    'and'ehoaks^t,   as  Se 
Thorns  '.djdL  fne  Seed, ".  foaltbl '  k»:vf, 
N^w,  tor  voup  who- 'are  called  of  jews 


to ,  k  k  0  let  it^be.  iSharri e Wo1  you/ whb 

arcj'  djinftians'l*  to  "wait  ?o  any' more,  rb 
ije  entangled  "any 'more'  iri  thai:  Ydt^  b? 
$ond'ag_er  'Hi  that  hitetb^bis  Spirit;  Jj 
greater  'ibdn  the  migbty,  "than  be  iHjf 
tebthaCtij.  :TOw|*  arc.cilMff  W  fit 
niore^  ti)aji  '^b^auerours^  ^otr^h  #nerj 
tnex 'conquer*, trie  'World,  tney'  arJ  SlaVes 
to  ^hei>  owa,UJlfsr  but  let  it  be  Rr  fr6ifc 
'  >L>u.p  be .  A/ ye  ^W  \o  ^tfo^fr 
Jelfi  wi^p,&' '  fo<?tt  thaiV  to^cortquVr  tlfe 
liforld  ijtis  not'phfy  unfefe^irrg'ichfiitf- 
ant  r/>  te,  led  With  pailjdrls'and  Lilts,  T>at 
flSte*  imii  'ifMe*1*)^  no£'J10w 
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thro'j&ii  ^in'oeiuw  u>  a*;*,     l  ucL'tch  >iai 
afpire   unto,  and  hold  faft  the  Liberty 
Chrift  hath  obtained  to  you*  be  not  radii- 
.  oned  aoy  mope  according  tt>  former  Lufts, 
know,  ye  arc  Men,  that  ye  have  reason- 
able and   immortal  Spirits  in  you,  why 
Vrifl  ye  then  walk  as  Beafts  ?   .  Underftand 
O  brutiOT,  and  ye  Foof.c,  when  will  ye  be 
vnfe  ? .   But  I  lay  more,  know,   ye  are 
Chrirtians,  and  this  is  more  than  to  be  a 
Man,  .-'tis  to  be  a  divine  Man,  one  Partaker 
of  the  Divine  Nature,  and  who  is  to  walk 
accordingly.  Christians  art  called  to  a  new  I 
.  Manner  o!  Walking,  and  this  Walking  is  a 
Fruit  that  comes  out  of  the  Root  of  Faith, 
whereby  they'  are  implanted  in  Chrift  : 
You  fee  thefe  agree  well  together,  tbefe 
wbo  are  in  Cbrifl%  walk  not  after  the 
flefb,  &c.     Walking  after  the  f  lefh,  is 
the  common. Walk  of  the  World,  who  are 
Avithout  God  and  without  Chrift;    But 
thrift  gives  no  Latitudt  to  fuch  a  Waft  ; 
this  is  a  new  Nature  to  he  in  Chrift,  and 
therefore,  it  muft  have  new  Operations, 
to  walk  after  the  Spirit.    Whije  we  look 
upon   the  Converfations  of  the  mod  Part 
of  Men,  they  may  be  a  Commentary  to 
expound  this  Part  of  the  Words,  what 
it  is  to  walk  after  the  Flefb.    *tbe  Works 
*f  the  Flejb  (  faith  the  Apbftie  xo  Gal. 
r.  19.)  are  manifefi\  and  indeed  they 
are  manifeft,  becaufe  written  in  great  Let- 
ters on  the  OuWide  of  many  in  the  vifible 
Church,that  who  runs  may  read  them  :  Do 
burread  that  Catalogue  in  Paul,  and  then 
•  corns  and  fee  them  in  Congregations.    It 
jii  not  fo  doubtful  and  fubrile  a  Matter,  to 
•jiMow  that  many  are  yet  without  the  Verge 
f  7*jjSpf  Chrift  Jefos,  without  the  City  of  Refuge, 
;>t  ^P?y0U  "may  fee  their  Mark  on  their  Brow. 
k  Is  not  Drunkennefi,  which  is  fo  frequent, 
a  palpable  "Evidence  of  this?    Your  En- 
vyings,  Revilings,  Wrath,  Strife,  Sediti- 
ons, Foroicatioof,  and  fuch  like :  Oh,  do 


i.ot  dCviuvtyuurielves!  there  is  no  Room  . 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  foY  fuch  Impuriiies  and 
Impieties.  Thefe  is  no  Toleration  of 
Sin  within  this  City  and  Kingdom ;  Sinner/  • 
are  indeed  pardoned,  yea,  received  and 
accepted  ;  Drunkards,  unclean'  Perfnns, 
(St.  are  not  excluded  from  entering  here*, 
but  they  muft  renounce  thefe  Lufts,  if  ihcv 
would  ftay  here  ;  Chrift  will  not  keep 
both,  he  muft  either  caft  out  the  Sin,  or 
the  Sinner  with  it,  if  lie  wHl  not  part  with 
it.  1  befeech  you,  know  what  ye  walk 
after  ;  the  Flelh  is  your  Leader,  and 
whither  will  it  lead  you?  ( 0 1  'tis  fad  to 
think  on  it,  )  to  Perdition:  Per,  8.  If 
ye  live  after  ibe  flefb,  ye  fball  die. 
Ye  think  Flefb  your  great  Friend,  ye  do 
all  ye  can  to  fatisfie  and  pleafe  it ;  and,  O 
how  pleafant  is  the  Satisfaction  of  your 
FJelh  to  you?  Ye  thiftk  it  Liberty  to 
follow  it,  and  counts  tt  Bonds  and  Cords 
to  be  reftraned:  But,  Oh!  know  and 
confider,  that  Flelh  will  lead  you  by  the 
Kingdom ;  that  Guide  of  your  Way,  to 
which  ye  committed  your  felf,  will  lead 
yof  by  Heaven,  Gal.  v.  ai.  *Tis  a  blind 
Guide  ;Corrupiion,and  Humour,  and  Will 
have  no  Eyes,  no  difcerning  of  that  Pic 
of  eternalMifery :  They  choofe  the  Way 
that  is  belt  pathed  and  troden,  that  is  eafi- 
eft,  and  moft  walk  into  ;  and  this  certain- 
ly will  lead  you  ftraight  into  this  Pit  of 
Dafknefs.  Be  called  off  this  Way,  from 
following  your  blind  Lufts,  and  rathe* 
fuffer  jhem  to  be  crucified  ;  bt  avenged 
on- them  for  your  two  Eyes  that  they  have 
put  out,  and  their  treacherous  Dealing  to 
you,  in  leading  you  to  Deftruclion  the 
high  Way.  Come  in  to  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
ye  (hall  get  a  new  Guide  of  the  Way,  the 
Spirit,  tbat'jbaU  lead  you  in  all  Truth. 
unto  the  bletfed  and  eternal  Life.  Chrift 
is  the  Way  ye  muft  walk  in,  and  the  Life 
that  we  awft  go  iito  at  the  End  of  our  Way, 

and 
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and  the  Truth  according  to  which  we  muft 
walk ;  now  he  Bath  given  his  Spirit  the 
Comforter  to  be  our  Leader  in  this  Way, 
according  to  this  Rule  and  Pattern,  unto 
that  Life:  In  a  Word,  the  Spirit  lhall  lead 
you  the  ftraight  Way  unto  Chrift  ;  you 
/hall  begunn  him,  and  end  in  him ;  he 
ftrnU  lead  you  from  Grace  to  Glory  ;  the 
Spirit  that  came  down  from  Heaven,  lhall 
lead  you  back  to  Heaven :  All  your  Walk 
is  within  the  Compafs  of  Chritf,  .cut  of 
him  is  no  Way  to  Heaven. 

But  we  muft  not  take  this  fo  grofly,  as 
if  no  other  Thing  were  a  walking  after 
the  Fielh,  but  the  yofs  Abominations  a- 
Biong  Men,  though  even  thefe  will  fcrape 
a  great  Number  from  being  in  Chriftjefus; 
but  it  mull  be  further  enlarged,  to  the 
Motions  and  Affections  of  the  unrenewed 
Spirit,  and  the  common  Principles  accor- 
ding to  which  Men  walk.  And  therefore 
"the  Apoltle,  Col.  iii.  and  Gal.  v.  nam- 
cth  many  Things  among  the  Works  of  the 

*  Flefh,  ancj  Members  of  the  old  Man, 
which  1  doubt,  many  will  account  fo  of: 
Some  natural  Paflions  that  we  account 
nothing  of,  becaufe  common,  as  Anger, 
Wrath,  Covetoufiiefs  ;»  what  Man  is  there 

\  amoagft  us,  in  whom  fome  of  thefe  men- 

.  tioned  ftir»not  ?  Many  of  your  Heart* 
and  Eyes  are  given  to  Covetoufneft;. 
your  Souls  bow  (downward  as  your  Bodies 
do,  and  many  Times  before  your  Bodies. 

..  Is  not  the  Heart  of  Men  upon  this  World, 
and  cannot  rife  above  to  a  Treafure  in 
Heaven?  And  therefore  your  Callings, 
otherways  lawful,  and  all  your  Pains  and 
Endeavours  in  them,  hath  this  Seal  of 
che'FJeih  ftamped  on  them,  and  pafletb 
no  otherways  with  God.  We  fee  how 
rank  the  Corruptions  of  Men  are,  Anger 
domineering  in  them,  and  leading  them 
often  taptive;  and  this  is  counted  a  light 
Matter,  but  it  if  not  fo  in  Scripture :  How 


often  is  it  branded  with  Folly,  by  thc 
wife  Man  ?  And  this  Folly  is  eveo  thf 
natural  fletoly  Corruption  that  Men  are 
bom  with ;  and  in  how  many  doth  it  rife 
up  to  the  Elevation  of  Malice  and  Hatred 
of  others  ?  And  then  it  carries  the  Image 
of  the  Devil,  rather  than  of  homane  In- 
firmity. And  if  we  fuppofe  a  Man  not 
mqch  given  to  any  of  thefe,  yet  what  a 
Spirit  of  Pride  and  Self-love,  is  in  every 
Man,  even  thefe  that  carry  the'loweft 
Sail,  and  the  raeaneft  Port  among  Men  : 
Thele  that  are  affable  and  courteous, - 
and  thefe  that  feem  mod  condefcending  to 
faiferiours,  and  Equals,  yet  alas  /  this  evil' 
is^  more  deeply  engraven  on  the  Spirit. 
If  a  Man  could  but  watch  over  his  Heart, 
and  ohfetve  all  the  fecret  Reflections  of 
it,  all  the  Companions  it  makes,  -all  the 
Defires  of  Applaufe  and  Favour  among 
Men,  all  the  Surmifes  and  Stirrings  of 
Spirit  upon  any  Affront,  O  how  would 
they  difcover  ctiabolick  Pride  ?  This  Sin 
is  the  more  natural  and  inbred,  for  that  it 
is  our  Mother-fin,  that  brought  us  dowa 
from. our  Excellency;  this  Weed  grows 
upon  a  Glafs-window,  aitf  upon  a  Dung- 
hill, it  lodges  in  Palaces  and  Cottages: 
Nay,  it  will  fpring  and  grow  out  otji 
pretended  Humility,  and  low  Carriage, 
In  a  Word;  the  ambitious  Defigos  #f 
Men,  the  large  Appetite  of  earthly  Things, 
the  over*weaning  Conceit  of  our  felres, 
aod  Love  to  our  (elves,  the  ftirriqg  of  out  ■ 
Affections,  without  obferving  a  Rule,  up; 
on  unlawful  Objects,  or  in  an  unlawful 
Manner,  all  thefe  are  common  to  Men.. 
and  Men  walk  after  them.  >  Every  Man 
hath  fome  Predominant  or  Idol,  that  takes 
him  moft  up  ;  fom?  ne  finer  jnd  lubtiler 
than  others,  fome  their  Pfcafures  and  Gains 
without,  others  their  own  Gigs  and  Parts. 
withu ;  but  both  are  alike  odious  before 
Z  ft  G04 
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jfcod*tm$'itiih&6&  fleji  and  Corrufri- 
Cq  oefpre  him. 

r''  ^re'^e^o'fertors'ambriglVIcn, 
BitferSmg  ftiisTpintual  Walking,  tne>n? 
Is' the  Datfrineof  fohtf  in  thcfe  pays,  me 
iftnVr  iVthe  ii^ftical  Erf  prof  miny  bf  lis.' 
IViany  bVetertdifrg"  to'fonie  riear  and  \biib 
'timveriis,  '&  'to  CftM.  and  ihe'  Spirit, 
'"'liaVeYaliea  ujjott  rffe  mift  ireftW*' and'tfi 
riti]ili2£d "  ¥te§7  irifiead  of  Ae  Spirit;,  tn- 
:de&  ;  Ihep  Tep^fe  the  Spirit h  f rorii  iW 
tFbrdr'artd  ikkoiis  the  tooft!  and  lUw 

Bf  Gc&wfcWb  wjSjr'i  £Am/'  to  DiVid's 
'ifc#,'am6rigrthe  fte%ly  kudifoenrt  of  the 
''rFcrlti:    Blit  if*  thfy'fprafc  nor  According 

to  the  DrJaiid Ye]Hmoj$'  'fbittiJJf&f'afc  ) 
'  WisbtpaH&llterelf.  tio  Iligbt  in  tbek: 
vr6fui*tteir  heW  Light  Is  but  in  o(d  DaVk- 
'hefsV'that ddOld  hdt  endoWr tven  the'darker 
-Ii$nt  of  the  Prophets;  if  ih^y  (p^ak  not  ac- 
cording'to  the  Word,  it  is  b&aufe  there  is 
-■no  Spirfr  b  them.**  is  it  hot  the  Spirit  the 
r<3ti&forterr Which  Chrift  promiiMto  fend 
UA  the  ADOfile^  zhd  all  mtJhou/dMirve 
**W/2W^*r^r^/r'VJ^i>v  For 
•YhaV  Spirit  was  a  Spirit  offruti]  ibat 
•Jfbotdd ,k#d  rafo  m  Truth':  Ancf  teaft 
-Mrt'ihotilit  fatfiejfnfceirowp  Fandes  and 
f'fmagiriatioiisbntfie  SjfirU  of  God,  Chrift 
^dtfsv  be'JtiaU Mm mfbiny;  tfydur 
"I&teUrdfc*  V^fiTThmgs  tfwrChtfft 

tttfa '^6ttii,  fea'V^liay^hei*  written. 
--Tlte  hbly'Ateflleto^CW/ibVipfieo 
**e '  fefrfittes  tfife  Wtifti  W  fte^tefh  ':ahd 
-'^eclaWs  toenail  'prf'tlVeni  dPfe'tAia-' 
^tittftcfe  imto  4hiin;  'in  *iippofirf6'n:  Wr  tHfefe, 
y^tiheJr3fd'  opCim  tfiwWIBf  >i 
*  t&M>- W  ail  VPtfdM?  !&%$'  tertfwei- 
*9i*r  »«  IJfefot/  'i»a33«rma»J  SWfrjr, 
<*«ltrfc  GtactWybW&earfrtdWt  E»d, 
*¥wi:46,-Hfite  tTW^It'noFdiftiBigfbut 
«*^li5Wl!twf^ii®h^^ih  #«*tffiflly, 
-  *H£f#tttly  IgtetigiftftRft '^  Th*6pirit 
--ihtt  Cfarift  fear/did  not  put  Men  ab^re 


Ordinances, 'TSdf ?'*ovtr  XJorftiptioris,  aftf 
:he  Body  of  D£i:h  in  them  :  ^Trs  a  po$r 
aha  eiiy^  \ri£f&ry  id"  fibdue  'Grace  and 
'Ontinihdet;   every   51a ft?"  of  the  'Beftl 
dbtW  that:*  i  fiftr,  aYfoeir  and  Angels 
ft II  frottr  thrit*r£wn  bighify,  hv  ifpfring 
higher/ fp*  thefe  tHat-wifl  not  be  corin*ht 
■rt  itli  the  Eftite  oTChrtft  and  lus  Apoftfts, 
but  foal  up  tii-  a^  holier  Straiji  of  Spirrr, 
;4nd  tririipJe  on  that  "Miniftration,  as  rterti- 
hahd  Carnal,    I  tear  they  tall  from  Jdiis 
ChriiT,  and  come  into  grearei*  Condemna- 
tion/  Tis  triic  indeed,  i  G6rMA&Yhe 
teti'er  kiHetb,  that  is,  the  Gnrbnarit  6f 
Works  preacheth  oow  nothing  but  Coh- 
demnation  to  Men,  but  tht  Sprrit  of  elie 
HoXpii  giveth  Life;  nay1,  eveH  riie  Gofpel 
fepirated  from/«r  Spirit  of  Life  in  Jefus, 
i:  but' a  Savour  i>f  Death  to  Souls. 
ShaH  we  therefore  feparate  the"  Spfrit  from 
the  Gblpe?  and  Word,  becaufe  the  Wotd 
alone  cannot  epiicken  us  ?     D/tvfd  JmAv 
how  to  recdticilfr   this,  Quicken  me, -O 
Lord,  accftdbis  toibjtftfrd,  Pfal.  cxbt. 
i$ . '  fiy  Spirit  is  good,  lead  me' to  toe 
LaridofVprfebtHeff;  and  quicken  me. 
Pfal.-  oHiii.  io;:ii  i. '  The  Word'Was  Ws 
•Rtile,  antf  the  Spirir  app^Iyed' his-SbuI^to 
4tW  Rufc:  Tl*  WOM'hofdtf'oiittte'pre- 
TerifPattern  we  moUId  be  toifermetf^n- 
to  ;ritfitrif  rhke  be*  no  more;  a  Man 
*ha/k*>r  ailHs  'Da>«s  6rtft,^tfndy¥t'ri6t 
be  duhged ;  Mf'  th^»^pirU'!^thH  trahf. 
fOrrhs  and  danger  a  Mao's  SotlV  fd  m^re 
ahefmdre  Gonforftiity;to,ithat:Fatterri>  by 
«holdingK    IMBfth  toM  OiurhTEyes 
6n  the  P*km,  ^leairtdflcndW  What  he 
i&  l&d  -WigU  tb  b^V^if  «e  IWk  wljr  on 
mt  Sprits WbrkI1witM6;i«d  ^aie^hat 
His  "Ru^  he  takes  "iff  iA]>effta- Rifle, 
ind  ah -incomplear'Gtipy^andyet  H6  is 
tfe  hftheft  Atta%ii*^ofth^*  Afpirtrs'to 
deW  U^!f(  i  they  haveforfakert  the- Wbrd 
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feeV-^i^^^Yt^rf^riiefti;  as!muclf  a*  'is 
»rfi8v  totfterf'on  tHeirtfeartsYtfhfchis 
fivYuBftita?  ^Ltai1l«flf'fcBpc*)««J 
UStoiti  tord6*rip  mort^ihan  fflafv^ 'already 
*6wef  ttf'do;  1t:am^ot  r6^  endeavour 
ritcta  Holi&fs  rhfcn  1  have  Slready :  "  Th'efe 
Mta5re  indeed  terfetfh'ere  fa  their  own 
appWhehfidh;Vlfad  do  nbt  know  in  Part, 
and  believe  in  tm,  and  Obey  hv  part,  be- 
*auTrrflfey>fe  tyvanced  the  Length  of  their 
"*Wpa#  and*  flute;*  their  Rule  being  of 
m'Vkrfe&\on.r  Paul  was  nor  fo;  but 
fcrgettiiig  Vvhar he"  hafcf 'attained,  he  Al- 
lowed.6n  to  what  was  before  him,  And 
•lirite  ftifl  teaching  ftrfwrfrd.     Let  hot  us, 
iny  ^Brethren,  believe  'every  Spirit;  and 
#Wfy  Doftrine  thkr  to'm&  out  under  that 
Wime  ;:  ChVift  hfch  forewarned  us,  pray 
"for  more  of  that  Sjpirit,  which  u&?  quicken 
'IhelVcW'to  ui,'  and  quickeii  us  to'  obey 
/AelWord;  tnererfiuftbea  mutual  *nhv- 
fcninfc,  ihe  Word  murt '  be  made  the  Mirii- 
<«tttidh  6f  Lift;  by  the  Spirft  of'JHus, 
'  *Hiich  *im  oft  it  bs  a  'S&ord,  to  divide  « 
-*b**SotU  and  Spirif\  and  "#e 'ftiuft 'be ; 
t*fcickftetf  tfr  thY  Obedience  6F  ;flfe  Truth? 
^B  the tWbrd:^J life1  Wdrd  it* the  Seed! 
afaoffN|^le;H*ff'-it  cafihdt  beget*  Us,"  br* 
-*•**  FHwHpte  ofnew  Uffe  tflthiiruS'; ■«-! 
"€#$*««■  Jttmg '^SpiHt  coftie1**^^  'Our. 
*<Hfeart».  iKnbW'tliit  the  WtfHf  is  Mill 
Pattern  and  Rule  •**&  SjtfrfryottfteMiei! 
and  Helper,  whofe  Vertue  and  Power  muff 
conform  you  to  that  Rule,**  Pet.  i.  92. 
Peter  joins  thefe  two,  the  Purification 
and  Cleanfing  of  the  Soul,  which  Chriff 
attributes  to  the  Word,  ye  art  cfcaM 
through  the  Word  1  have  jfa***t*)Ch. 
iv.  3.   Peter  attributes  it  to  m^^^t 
working  according  to  the  Pattern  of  TOrK 
'Tis  true,  the  Spirit  of  God  neqrfs  no  In- 
tern to  look  to  ;  nay,  but  we  mfcft  have 
it,  and  eye  it,  elie  we  know  not  the  Spi- 
*f£  ^^^  &om  ^  Lie  and  DetuOon  \ 


we<ariiKft  try  the  Spirits' but  by  thfrRu'e; 
arid  iris  fey  making' lis  ftadftftly-Iook-otv 
this  glorious  Pattern  in  the  Word,<  mi  the: 
Etiftnfrie  frf  thrift  Jefos^his  life  .that  we 
art  conformed  onto  Chrift,  a*,  by  tijf,- 
Spirit  of  the  LorA/*i  Corj*iii.  1.3^  Car* 
tatal^that  muft  be>fleihly  walking,  which 
w  rather  conformed  unto  the  Imaginations, 
of  a  Maf*  s  own  Heart,  than  the  blefled 
Will  of  God  revealed  in  his  Word;  Caa 
fuch  walking  pleaft  God,  when  a  Man 
will  not  fo  much-'as  hearken-  to  what  is 
Gods  Will  and  Pleafure?  As  other  Heri 
relies,  fo  eipecially  this,  it  a  Work  of  the 
Fleih.  ■*■■■  ■■;.'  ..•■..-'<..  .^. 
Now  there  is  another  Principle  amongfl 
many  of  us ;  we  accountit^fphritual  Wblb- 
iag,  to  be  fepa rated  "frotri  the  gro&  Pollu- 
tions oftheWorid;*  to  have  a  Carriage 
bMmetef*  before  Men :  This  is  tbe  Ko- 
won  that  ihie^  Multitude ianc^' of  it.-  fie 
hot  deceived,  -  you  may  pafs  the  Cenfcrt 
of  tit  Men,  and  be  unreprov^abfc  among 
thete,  and:  ytt  be  but  Walkers  after  the 
Flefh.  It  is  not  what  <ytf  are  before  the 
Warld  **an  ^rove«  your  fpiritual  Men, 
though*  may  prdte  nany  of 70U  carntK 
Ydurthnlficte  m^'dentonftraie  of  rooty 
of y«u, *d*t- jfc»wttlfrafter  the  Flefti v  and 
ii  yfctwithtoot  believe  >  it,  I  ask  you,  itye 
Thint  Drlmkennefi  af  'W^hing^nJthe^pi- 
M^nnfto^ithkikrye^ffte  ^*4towing^the 
Spirit  of  God,  in  Uncleannefs?  Is  it  not 
that  Holy  Spirit  that  purgeth  from  aU  Ftl- 
thinefs?  Look  but  what  your  Walk  is,  ye 
that  ve  «ot  fo  much  as  conformed  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Word  in  any  Thing  ;  wju> 
.  .tfres  not  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  me'- V 
d^aie  on  them  :  Is  this  walking  after  the 
Spirit  of  Truth?  If  Drunkennels,  Railing, 
Contention,  Wraths  Envy,  Covetoufhefs, 
and  fuch  like,  be  the  Spirit's  way,  then  I 
confefs,  many  of  you  walk  after  the  Spi- 
rit ;  but  if  thefe  be  tbe  manifefi  Works  of 

the 
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be  Flefh.  and  maniteftty  your  Way  and 
Work,  then  why  dream  ye  that  ye  are 
Christians  ? 

But  I  fjppofe,  that  you  could  be  charged 
with  none  of  thefe  dutward  Things,  thai 
>*u  had  a  Poem  of  Religion  and  Godli- 
ncfsi  yet  I  fay.  all  that  is  viflhle  before 
Men,  cannot  prove  £ou  to  be  fpirltual 
Walkers  .  Remember,  it  is  a  Spirit  ye 
muft  walk  alter.;  now,  what  ftui*  be  the 
chief  Agent  here?    Sure,  not  the  BCkly, 
what  Fellowihip  can  yoUr  Body  have  with 
him  that  is  a  Spirit  ?     the  Uody  indeed 
miy  worlhip  that  eternal  Spirit,   being 
jtfted  by.  the  Spirit,  but  I  fay,  that  alone 
can  never  prove  you  to  be  Chriftians;  we 
muft  then  lay  afide  a  Number  of  Frofeilbrs, 
tyho  have  no  other  Ground  of  Confidence 
\>\i\  (uch  Things  as-may  befeen  of  Men, 
and  if  they  would  enter  their  Hearts,  bow 
many  vain  Thoughts  indge  there  ?    How 
Htotle  of .  God  is  there?    God*  is  not  al- 
moft  in  all  our   Thoughts,  we  give  * 
Morning  and  Evening  Salutation,  but  there 
is  no  more  of  God,  all  the  Day  through- 
out, and  is  this  walking  after  the  Spirit, 
,  which  imports  a  Conftancy  ?    And  what 
'fart  canbe-fpared  moft,  but  the  Spirit  oi 
a  Man  ?    The  Body  is  diftrafted  with  o 
m  ther  neceflary  Things,  but  we  might  at- 
"ways  fpare  our  Souls    to  God.    Now, 
.thus  Aiould  a  Man  obey  that  Command, 


SERMON    IV. 


Pray  always,  'tis  impoffiblethathe  (hould 
do  nothing  eUe  but  pray  in  an  eiprefs, 
formal  Way,  but  the  Soul's  Walking  with* 
God,  between  Times  of  Prayer,  ihotdd 
compehfe  that ;  and  thus  Prayer  is  conti- 
nued, though  not  in  it  felf,  yet  in  Medi- 
tation'on  God,  which  hath  in  it  the  Seed 
of  all  Worrtiip,  and  is  virtually  Prayer  and 
Thanktyiving}  and  ail  Duties. 

Let  us  then  confider,  If  our  Bodies  be 
not  more  exerdfeiin  Religion  than  our 
Souls,  yea,  if  they  be' not  the  chief  Agents  ; 
how  many  Impertinencie5#  and  Roveries, 
and  Wandrings,  are  throughout  the  Day  ? 
The  moft  Part  of  our  Converfatioo,  if  it 
be  not  profane,  yet  it  ii  vain,  that  is,  un- 
profitable in  the  World.  It  neither  advan- 
tage^ us  ipiritually,  nor  glorifies  God,  it 
is  almoft  to  no  Purpofe;  and  this  is  e- 
nough  to  make  it  all  Flejb.  And  for  our 
Thoughts,  how  do  they  go  unlimited  and 
unreflrained  ?  like  a  wild  Afs,  traver- 
ling  her  Ways,  and  gadding  about,  fixed 
on  nothing,  at  leaft  not  an  God ;  nay; 
iixtd  on  any  Thing  but  God.  If  it  be  fpi- 
ritual  Service,  (hould  it  not  carry  the  Seal 
of  our  Spirit  and  Affedion  oh  it?  _We 
are  as  to  many  Shadows  walking,  as 
Pictures  and  Statues  of  Chriftians,  with* 
out  the  Soul  and  Life,  which  confifts  in 
the  Temper  and  Difpofition  of  the  Spirit 
and  Soul  towards  God. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N      V. 

Vcrf.  1.  That  walk  not  after  the  Fkjh,  hut  after  the  Spirit. 


IT  is  no  Wonder  that  we  cannot  (peak 
any  Thing  to  Purpofe  of  this  Subject, 
and  that  you  do  not  hear  with  Fruit,  be- 
caufeit  is  indeed  a  Myftery  to""  our  Judg- 
ments, and  a  great  Stranger  to  uur  Prao 
rice.  There  is  fo  little  of  the  Spirit,  both 
in  'Ifcachers,  and  thofe  that  come  to  be 
caught,  that  we  can  but  fpeak  of  it  as  in 
-unknown  Thing,  and  cannot  make  you  to 
conceive  it,  in  the  living  NoAn  of  it  as 
it  is.  Only  we  may  lay  in  general,  it  is 
certainly  a  divine  Thing,  and  another 
Thing  than  our  common  or  religious 
Walk  is.  It  is  little  Experience,  fo  we 
can  know  the  lefs  of  it ;  but.  this  much 
we  (hould  know,  it  is  another  Hung  than 
we  have  attained,  'tis  above  us,  and  yet 
fuch  a  Thing  as  we  are  called  to  afpire 
unto.  How  fhould  it  ftir  up  in  our  Spi- 
rits a  holy  fire  of  Ambition  to  be  at  fuch 
-*  Thing,  when  we  hear  it  is  a  Thing  at- 
tainable ;  nay,  when  Chrift  calls  us  unto 

.  himfelf,  that  we  may  thus  walk  with  him : 
I  would  have  Chriftians,  Men  of  great 
and  big  Projects  and  Refoiutions,  of  high 
and  il limited  Defires,  not  fatisfied  with 
their  Attainments,  but  ftill  alpiring  unto 

"  more  of  God,  more  Conformity  to  his 
Will,  more  walking  after  the  Spirit, 
more  Separation  from  the  Courfe  of  the 
World,  and  this  is  indeed  to  be  of  a  di- 
vine Spirit.    The  divine  Nature  is  here, 


as  it  were,  in  a  State  of  Violence,  out  of 
its  own  Element.  Now, -'tis  known  by 
this,  if  it  be  ftill  moving  upwards,  taking 
no  reft  in  this  Place,  and  thefe  Meafures 
ftfld  Degrees,  but  upon  a  continual  Motion 
towards  the  proper  Center  of  it,  God, 
his  Holinefs  and  Spirit.  . 

We  deftre  to  fpeak  a  Word  of  thefe 
Three,  tft.  The  Nature  of  the  Spiritual 
Walking.  Next,  ks  Connexion  and 
UnionVith  that  ble'flTed  State  of  Non<on- 
demnation  :  And  then  of  the  Order  of 
this,  how  it  flows  from,  a  Man's  being 
implanted  in  Chrift  Jefus :  Which  Three, 
are  confiderabie  in  the  Words. 

This  fpiritual  Walking  is  according  to 
a  fpiritu*  Rule,  from  fpiritual  .Principles', 
for  fpiritual  Ends.  Thefe  Three  being 
eftablilhed  aright,  the  Walk-  is  even  the, 
Modon  of  a  Chriftian  within  the  Corn- 
pajs  of  thefe,  it  is4  according  to  the  Word, 
as  the  holy  Rule,  'tis  from  the  F^aith  and 
Love  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  predominant 
Principles:  Nay,  from  the  Spirit  ofjclus, 
living  in  the  Heart  by -Faith,  and  dwelling 
in  it  by  Love,  as  the  rirft  Wheel'  of  this 
Motion,  the  Primum  Mobile  ;  and  as  it 
begins  in  the  Spirit,  fo  it  ends  there,  in 
the  Glory  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  our  heaven- 
ly Father  :  Confider  this  then,  it  is  not  1 
law  lefs  Walking  ajnd  irregular  Walk,  it  is 
according  to  thjp  Rule,  and  the  Rule  is 

perfeft. 


1*4 


SE.R  M  O.N  rV. 


perfeft,  and  it  is  a  Motion  to  Perfection, 
not  a  Reft  in  what  is  now  attained  to. 
(The»Gouri(e  of  this.  World  is  the -Wa* 
ahT Rule driftefchildren  of  MSSW&fifce^ 
Epb.  ii,  n.  There  is  a  Spirit-. indeed  that 
works  in  them,  and  a  Rule  it  works  by; 
thu*  Spirit  is  that  eviK  Spirit,  contrary  to 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  and  you  may 
fcnovy  what  Spirit  it  is  thit  works  by  the 
Wzy  jt  leads  Men  unt*;  abroad  Way* 
path'd  and  trodden  in  by  many  Travellers, 
'tis  the  Kitt'-'s  Vr;h  Street,  .the  common 
Way  ihat  molt  Part  walk  into,  accordt 
•ng  <as  xheir  Neighbours  do,  as  the  raGft 
sdou  '•  But  that  King  is.  the"  Prince  of  obit 
World; .  Satan  who.  blinds  tbei£}reajDf 
.maw,. that  thcyjhayMioti  fee:ihifc;ftt'i>t' 
,Mifery  before,  thera.j  yi\uzh  -*thn»lWiijr 
leads  them  lb. "  A  Chriftian  tmtft  bme  a 
kind  of  Singularity  ^'nol  in  Opinion.  :biielri 
itfracttGc  rather,  to  be  .more  hcrfyi  ugifd 
•walk,  more  abftra&ed  from  ttWe-Dwfftbf 
the  World*- PolUtioa.  thh  weve-fl^ftvtf? 
Singularity.  Indeed  Men  mtyr;fufpft.rF 
.tbcmlelves,.  thatfcpatfatea  from  dmififrfly 
inOpinion^-tbey  have  Reafiwttrb?  mare 
jealpusof  ..themfelves,  when  ..they  qffjnd 
?£iwft\he  Gtsoeutioo  of  the  ju#j. bMl.it" 
this  were;  the  Itftenticuviand  JDefign  -of 
-Men.  to  be  very  unlike.- -the  Mwifttade  o)f 
Men,  nay,  to<be  veiff  unlike  the  ,rMultK 
jude  of:£rofeflbrs,  in,  the  Affeftipft-.apjl 
;Fraftice  of  Holroeft,  :Humility  and  factu- 
al Waling,  I  think  thij4jwer$*ft  aWpwfd 
Way,  though  a  Angular  Way. :  Meftroajf 
afpiretQ  as  great a^iftjfe^ce^s,  may.  bci, 
txom  the  Converfatws,  andfrafticc,  of 
others;,  ifrherebea;WS9g.t$ra9Fr£ar* 
/ormky  to  jhe  WprAtheiftMle  pf*#W< 
Mn&kti:  tbt.  law  u^SPirituql  -and 
ffiiy9J&ikJ?flul.  bmlw  carntffi  tfiip , 
*erefcre,-w«r  fpir«ual  Writing.  btQ  # 


Eyes,  that  we  who  are  carnal,  may  be 
transformed  and  changed  into  more  Like* 
0eJs4O.jh*,h»]y  aod  Jpnpul  La«r,i;*  If,a 

Wart  tiwfwf  te"%f»HBrri&ifcrar  ifis 

own  Fancy,  and  Imagination  before  his 
Eyes,  he  couid  .not  be  fatisfied  with  his 
Attainment,  but*  with  Paiii,  would  for- 
gftt  them,' in  a  Manner,"  not  know  them, 
'but  reach  forward  ftili  to  what  is  before  ; 
beeiafe  fa.miich-Ienglh  w^IdbebeMe 
us,  as  would  fwallow  up  all  our  Progrefs, 
the  would  keep  the.  Morion -on  Foot/and 
mftko/itrjconftitt.:  AMan&Gaid  never 
hy9M^fterjietuf  make  tabernacles, 
:tiA  goad  to  i>t  here*\  no  indeed,. the  dwcl- 
•bag  Place  andj-xeftin^,.  would  nbe  (mi  to 
boabovNL  -As  lon^asa  M**>h*dfoimwh 
-of  his  rjoorney,  toriaccomplift^Wie^ttouW 
floufit  dbwnxmtinrhisi.  ikiyanceme^irbe 
wottid  ootctaparewiih  ,jo*hrrs,vftrkk  ex- 
alt himfelfi Aore  .others.  •  Why*  ?.  -becaufe 
there,  rttisftiik  a<jfer  greattr  OUtance  be- 
twoci  hira  ancj  Ms*  Rule*  than  between 
Jtteittoweft  WaHwand bim.,. Thiaajafc 
^tfj/mtwfefltibteof  a  Hody  of  Deaths 
:&m.  rUfii.  ithaw  readily  Jowir  Gkriftjans 
i  flff*..;JlFfle&iom  onour.Aitaintneors  and 
jfjomparifon*  with  others:  whicb.rfUFe^fo 
**ften  the  Work  of  cm  Spi{ta,rare,  ajre- 
upgrade  Motion,  it;  nufees  no  Way.;  but 
fcridattetTioife  tf  *.r,etiurf|ing<jw  we  go ; 
whertfft  we  oufchuo  go  ftrwgbt  ,  jfenpard. 
ifcfcefewhyi^BJhriftiaos,  icpnfide^wbat 
ffw  *e  doing.^if.^oufiWQuhJkproye  your 
.fehesfoindeedj.i.Itkwnv  oot  how.ypu 
can  wdj^^dClMiteik  tfm  feyAonouring 
:aadfeAf?8BMnfi,i>is  Ww&  andi.Qnnmand- 
^lemfu^eedifg  i#rge  &&>  preciou^jno 
^ftkj  ofL^W:  .Perff&ion  ;>tM'  WoFd^  is 
WW*  uftderqafyed  i(\irAe  .ttpinionwof 
#iany^  tWvit  i*ru  Uitkjpwdfer  in  «be 
PC^«  9<  ;"»(*;  thereijs^rta^y. little 
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juid  honoured.     There  muft  be  Darknefi 
in  that  Way,  where  this  Candle   which 
was  a  Lamp  to  Davids  Feet,    (bines 
not.    Some  prom ife  to   us 'Liberty,  but 
ihey  therafelves  are  the  Servants  of  Cor- 
ruption ;  it  is  no  Liberty  to  be  above  ail 
Law  and  Rule.    It  was  innocent  Adam's 
Liberty  to  be  conformed  to  a  holy  and 
juft  Command,  nav,  this  was  his  Beauty  : 
The  Spirit  indeed  gives  Liberty  where  he 
is,  but  this  Libtny  is  from  our  Sins  and 
Corruptions,  not  to    them,  it  loofes   the 
Chains  of  a  Man  s  own  corrupt  Lulis  off 
him,  to  walk  at  Freedom  in  the  Way  of 
his  Commandments,  the  Spiiit  cnlargeth 
the  Prifoner's  Heart,  and  then   he   runs," 
but  not  at  random,  but  the  if  ay  of  bis 
Commands,  rial.  cxix.  32.     It  was  our 
Bondage  to  be  as  wild  Alios,  traveling 
our  Ways,    to  be  gadding    abroad,    to 
change  our  Way      Now,  here  is  the  Spi- 
rit's Liberty,  to  bring  us  into  the  Way, 
and  that  Way  is  one.     Let  us  then  learn 
this  one  Principle,  the  Word  mutt  be  the 
Rule  of  your  Walking,  both  common  and 
religious.    Alas,  'tis  not  fpi ritual  Walking, 
to  confine   Religion    to   fome    folemn 
Duties:  Remember,  Ms  a  Walk,  a  con* 
tinued  Thing,  without  Interruption,  there- 
fore your  whole  Con verfation  ought  to  be 
3&  fo  many  Steps  progreflive  to  Heaven. 
Your  Motkv  ihould  not  be  to  begin  only 
when  you  come  to  pray,  or  read,  or  hear, 
as  many  Men  do,  they  are  in  a  quite  dif- 
ferent Way  and  Element,  when  they  ftep 
out  of  their  civil   Callings,    into  religious 
Ordinances ;  but  Chriftians,  your  Mption 
fhould   be  continued  in  your  eating  and 
drinking,  and  deeping,  and  acting  in  your 
Callings,   that  when  you  come  to  pray, 
or  read,  you  may  be  but  ftepping  forward 
in  the  Way,  out  of  one  darker  obfeurer 
Path,  into  a   more  beaten  Way.     Re- 
member, this  Word  can  make  us  perfect 
4 


to  Salvadon.    It  is  a  Principle  in  the 
Hearts  of  Folkr,  which  is  vented  now  by 
many,  that  the  -Word    doth  not  reach 
their  particular  Carriages  and  Conversi- 
ons, in  civil  Matters,  thefe  are  appre- 
hended to  be  without  the  Sphere  and  Com- 
pafs  of  the  Word  ;  while  it  is  commonly 
caft  up   fo  Minifters.  meddle  with  the 
Word  and  fpirituai  Things,  and  not  with 
our  Mutters.     Truly  I  think,  if  we  fepa- 
rate  thefe  from  the  Word,  we  may  quick- 
ly feparateall  Religion  from  fuch  Anions; 
and  if  fu:h  A&ings  and  Bufmeflcs  be  with- 
out the  Court  of  the  Word,  they  are  alio 
without  the  Court  of  Conscience  ;  Con- 
fcience,  -  Religion   and   the  Word  being 
commenfurable.      Therefore  I    befeech 
every  one  of  you,  take  the  Word  for  the 
ruling  of  your  Callings  and  Conventions 
among  Men,  extend  it  to  all  your  Actions, 
that  in  all  thole  you  may  aft  as  Chriftians, 
as  well  as  Men.     It  is  certainly  the  Li- 
centioufnsfi  of  the  Spirits  of  Men,  that 
cannot  endure  the  Application  of  the  Word 
into  their  particular  Aftions  and  Conver- 
fations. 

Now  this  fpirituai  Walk  proceeds.from 
fpirituai  Principles.  It  is  certain,  the  Spirit 
of  Jefus  Chrift  is  he  in  whom  we  live, 
and  move,  and  have  our  Being  fpiritu* 
ally,  without  him  we  can  do  nothing  ; 
and  therefore  Chriftians  ought  to  walk 
with  fuch  1  Subordination  to,  and  De- 
pendance  on  him,  as  if  they  were  meer 
InftrumentSt  and  Pitients  under  his  Hand ; 
though  I  think  in  regard  of  endeavoured 
Acttvjty,  they  Ihould  beftir  themfyves, 
and  give  all  Diligence,  as  if  they  acted  in* 
dependantly  of  the  Spirit;  Yet  in  regard 
of  Denial  of  himfelf,  and  Dependance  oa 
the  Spirit,  each  one  ought  to  ad,  as  if  be 
did  not  aft  at  all,  but  the  Spirit  only  acted 
in  him.  This  is  the  Divinity  of  Foul, 
/-laboured  more  abundantly  than  tbej 
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all,  jet  not  I,  but  Grace  in  me.  I  the, 
yet  not  I,  but  Cbrift  in  me.    O  how 
difficult  a  Thing  is  it  to  r&6ncile  thefe  two 
in  the  Prafttce  of.  Christians,  which  yet 
cannot  really  be,  except  they  be  together? 
It  is  certainly  one  of  'he  great  Myfteries 
of  Chriftianity,  to  dr.uv  our  Strength  and 
Activity  from  another,  to  look  upon  uur 
lelves,  and   our  Aftings,  as  trey  cah  do 
nothing,  as  empty  Vines;  and  that  not- 
withstanding of  all  infufed  and  acquired 
Principles.     Whatever  we  ought  to  do  in 
jud6iii5  anJ  difcerr.ing  of  our  Condition, 
yet  fure  I  am,  Christians  in  the  Exercife 
and   Praftice  of  ^odlinefs,  (hould  look 
upon  themfelves  void  o£  any  Principle  in 
themfelves,  either  to  do  or  think,  not  that 
we  are  Sufficient  of  our  fehes :  The 
proficient  and  growing  Christian,  (hould 
look  no  more  on  his  own  Inclinations  and 
Habits,  than  if  he  had  none ;  he  (hould 
confider  himfelf  an  ungodly  Man,  that  no 
Fruit  can  grow  upon,  one  that  cannot 
pray,  as  he  is  in  himfelf.     But  alas/  we 
come  to  Duues^n  the  Confidence  of  Quali- 
ications  for  Duties,  alts  more  confidently 
itt  them,  becaufe  accuftomed  to  them,  and 
$  tiiates  Grace  and  Religion  a  kind  of 
An  kn<f  Difcipline,  that  Ufe  and  Experi- 
ence makes  expert  into.    Learn  now  this 
one  Thing,    which  would  be  inftead  of 
many  Rules  and  Dodrines  to  us,  to  ftiut 
out  of  your  Eyefs  the  Consideration  t)f 
what  you  are  by  Gifts  or  Grace,  or  Expe- 
rfcifce  ;  Do  not  confider  that,  but  rather 
fix  your  Eytfs  on  the  Grace  of  Jefirs  Chrift, 
and  upon  the  Power  and  Venue  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  which  is  gfren  by  Promife  ; 
ttwr  when  the  Way  is  all  the  eafieft  to 
you,  both  by  Delist  and  Cuftom,  yet  you 
may  find  it  to  your  natural  Principles  as 
fcfuperabJe,  as  at  the  Beginning ;  and  may 
Hill  try,  Draw  me,  and  J  nm!l  run  after 
ike  i  Uad  me,  arid  I  mU  walk  uttb 


tbee.    Do  not  meafure    the  Call  into 
Duties,  by  the  Strenth  thou  finds  in  thy  felf, 
but  look  unto  him  who  ftrengtheneth  us 
with  all  Might.     Nov   the  Spirit  worketh 
in  us  b    fuborditwte  fpiritual  Principles,  as 
Relieving  in  Chrift,  and  loving  of  him,  as 
our  Lord  and  Saviour ;  ar.d  thefe  two  Acts 
drives  on  a  Soul  fweetly  in  the  Way  of 
Obedience.     Fe.ir,  where  nor  mixt  m  its 
A&ings  with  Faith  and  Love,  is  a  Spirit  of 
Bondage:  but  the  Chriilian  ought  to  walk 
according  to  the  Spirit  of  Adoption,  which 
crys,  Abba,    latter,    Yet   how   many 
Chriftians  are  rather  m  a  fervile  and  fla- 
uih  Manner  driven   on  by  Terrors  and 
Chaftiieraentsto  their  Duty,  than  by  Love : 
There  is  a  Piece  of  Liberty   in  Chriftian 
Walking,  when  there  is  not  a   Rertraint 
upon  the  Spirit,  by  this  flavifh  Fear ;  this, 
I  fa/,  is  not  befeeming  thefe  that  are  in 
Chrift  Jefiis ;    you  ought  *o  have  the 
Spirit  of  your  Father  for  your  Leader  and 
Guide.    O !  how  fweet,  and  how  certain 
and  neceflary  alfo,  would  this  Walking 
be?  The  Love  of  Chrift  would  be  an  in- 
ward Principle  of  Motion,    and  would 
make  our  fpirirual  Actings  as  eafyand 
pleafant,  as  natural  Motions  are.    Fear  is 
but  a  violent  Principle,  that  is  like  the 
Impulfeof  a  Stone  thrown  upward ;  as  long 
as  that  external  Impreflion  remains,   it 
moves,  but  ftill  flower  and"flower,  and 
at  length  evanifheth  :  But  if  you  believed 
in  him,  and,your  Hearts  were  engaged  to 
love  him,  €> !  how  would  it  be  a  pleafant 
and  native  Thing  to  walk  in  his  Way,  as 
a  Stone  goeth  downward.     Confider  your 
Principles,  that  afts  you  to  Matters  and 
Duties  of  Religion :  Many  Men  there  be, 
in  whom  appears  ho  Difference  of  their 
Work  to  Beholders  ;  but,  O  !   how  Wide 
a  Difference  doth  God  difcern  in  them  ? 
Engines  and  Artifice  may  make  dead  and 
liftlds  Thing*  more  and  walk  ju  orderly 
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M  Things  that  have  Life.    But  the  Prin- 
ciple of  this  Motion,  makes  a  huge  Difle- 
rence  ;  the  one  is  moved  from  without, 
the  other  from  it  lelf.    The  moft  pan 
of  us  aft  as  irrational  and  brute  Beafts  in 
Religion  j  nay,  we  walk  as  inanimate  and 
fcnfe:eft  Creatures :  "Tk  feme  one  or 
other  Consideration    without  us,  moves 
us,    Cuftom,   Cenfure,    Education,  and 
fuch  like  :  Ah  !  thefe  are  the  Principles  of* 
our  Religion.    How  many  would  have 
no  Religion,  no   Form  of  it,    if  they 
were  not  among  fuch   Company  f  And 
therefore  we  fee  many  change  it,  accord- 
ing™ Companies,  as  the  Fifo  doth  its  Skin, 
according  to  the  Colour  of  that  which 
is  neareit  ft.  How  many  would  do  many 
Things  they  dare  not  for  Punifoment  and 
Cenfure,  and  for  (hat  fame  dare  not  leave 
other  Things  undone  *  In  a  Word,  the 
moft  part  of  us  are  fuch  as  would  walk  in 
00  Path  of  Godlinefs,  if  it  were  not  the 
Cuftom  of  the  Time,  and  Fear  of  Men 
that  conft rained  us.     But,  my   Brethren, 
let  it  not  be  fo  among  you,  you  who  are 
in  Cbrift  Jefus  ;  let  this  be  the  Predcuni- 
nant  in  your  Hearts  to  conftrain  you/  not 
to  live  to  your  felves,  but  unto  God,  even 
this,  that  you  believe,  Cbrrft  bath  died 
for  Sinners,  that  tbey  might  live  from 
Sin  ;  and  from  this  let  your  Hearts  be  in- 
'flamed  with  his  Love,  that  it  may  carry 
you  on  in  a  fweet  and  blefled  Neceflity 
to  walk  in  all  well-pleafing :  Let  the  Con- 
fiderahon  of  his  Love  lay  onaConftraint, 
but  a  Conftraint  of  TVillingnefs*  to  live  to 
him  who  hath  thus  loved  you.    But  as 
die  Principle  is  fpiritual,  fo  muft  the  Endj 
be  ;  and  I  think  thefe  two  compleat  the? 
Myftery  of  the  Praftic?  of  Chriftianity, 
to  aft  from  another  Principle  unto  another; 
End ;  even  as  thefe  two  make  up  the 
Myftery  of  Iniquity  in  our  Hearts,  to  aft 
from  our  felves,  urtto  our*  fthres ;  every 


Man  natural^  makes  a  god  of  Wmfrlf,  if 
his  own  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Bo|itt* 
ning  of  his  A&ions*  and  the  End  of  them* 
which  is  proper  to  God.  As  the  Fail  hath 
cut  of  the  Subordination  of  the  Soul  ta 
God  in  itsAAions,  that  it  cannot  now.der 
rive  all  from  that  blefled  Fountain  of  All- 
being  and  Well-being,  fo  is  thif  Channel 
of  Reference  of  all  our  Actions  to  God 
flopped,  that  they  do  not  tend  unto  him, 
as  they  are  not  c#riifed  from  him  ;  and 
thus  they  return  unto  a  Man's  felf  again. 
There  is  one  Point  of  felf,  and  hiaking  it 
our  Aim  and  Defign,  which  poffibly 
many  doth  not  take  heed  unto.  It  is  or- 
dinary for  us  to  aft  and  walk  in  Chriftiao 
Duties,,  for  our  Salvation,  for  obtaining  of 
Life  Eternal,  as  our  chief  and  only  End, 
which  is  but  an  inferior  End ;  becaufe  we 
ought  not  to  walk  mainly  for  Life,  but  to 
Lite  ;  we  (hould  not  walk  after  the  Com- 
mand only  for  Heaven,  but  in  the  Way 
of  it  unto  Heaven.  Our  fpiiitual  Walk- 
ing can  never  purchafe  us  right  imto  the 
leaft  of  his  Mercies ;  when  we  have  dohie 
all,  this  (hould  be  our  Soul's  Language 
*&  are  unprofitable  Servant/,  pur 
Righteoufiiefs  extends  not  totbee.fftiat 
Gain  is  it  to  the  Almighty  that  thou  art 
righteous  ?  Yet  for  the  moft  part,  We 
iqake  our  Walking  as  a  Hire  for  the  Re- 
ward. The  Covenant  of  Works,  doing 
for  Life,  is  fome  Way  naturally  imjirint- 
ed  in  our  Hearts,  and  we  cannot  do,  tat 
we  would  live  in  doing;  we  cannot  walk 
unto  all  well-pleafing,  but  we  would  aljb 
walk  unto  pacifying  of  G<jd.  Self  rijhte- 
oufnefsis  Men's  great  Idol,  which  wj&i 
all  other  fapJer  andgrotfer  Idols  arc  down, 
they  do  tfffl  feek  to  eft^Wift.  flirt ,Chri- 
ftians.  obferve  this  Evil  in  yo^r  felvei, 
and  fuder  this  Myftery  pf  CcWlindi  xojfo 
wrought  in  you,  the  afcafinfc  of  your  felvA, 
the  Denial rtPyourfelvcs.  I  would  halve 
4a»  you 
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you,  in  refpctf  of  Diligence  and  Eamell- 
nefc,  doing,  walking,  and  running,  as  if 
ye  were  to  be  laved  by  it  only :  But  Again, 
you  mud  deny  all  that,  and  no  more  con- 
sider it,  or  lean  weight  upon  it,  than  if  ye 
ought  to  do  nothing,  or  did  nothing.  But 
your  Ends  fhould  be  more  divine  and 
high,  as  ymit  Nature"  is,  toglorifie  God 
in  your  mortal  Bodies,  fince  ye  are  bis, 
and  bought  with  a  Price.  O  how  ought 
ye  not  to  be  your  own?  The  great  Pur- 
pofe  of  your  Obedience  (hotrid  be,  a  De- 
claration of  your  SenCe  of  his  Love,  and 
of  your  Obligation  to  him:  Ye  ought  to 
walk  in  his  Way,  becaufe  ye  are  efcaped 
Condemnation,  and  faved  by  him,  and 
not  that  ye  may  be  faved  only.  It  is  the 
Glory  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  the 
Honour  of  the  Redeemer,  for  Christians 
to  walk,  even  as  he  walked,  and  follow 
his  Foorfteps ;  it  commends  the  Grace 
of  Jefus  Chrift  exceedingly.  Therefore 
this  cannot  but  be  the  Choke  and  Delight 
of  a  believing  Soul,  to  walk  unto  all  well- 
pleating,  to  have  the  Glory  of  him  as  their 
great  Defign  to  aim  a(  ;  who  for  our  Sal- 
vation laid  afide  his  Glory,  and  embraced 
Shame  and  Reproach.  We  uie  to  walk 
in  Obedience  to  God,  that  we  may  pacific 
God  for  our  Difobedience :  But  let  a 
Chriftian  abhor  fuch  a  Thought,  Chrift's 
Blood  muft  pacific,  but  the  walking  of  his 
Child  plealeth  him  in  his  wel-beloved  Son. 
When  be  is  once  pacified  for  Sin,  when 
he  once  accepts  your  Perfons,  your  Per- 
formances are  his  Ddight":  Now  this 
Ihould  be  the  great  Scope  of  a  Soul,  that 
ill  its  Powers  toould  be  fixed  on,  to  pleafe 
him,  and  live  to  him. 

Now  thefe  three  being  eflablifhed,  we 
muft  conceive  that  the  chief  Agent  and 
Party  in  this  walking  muft  be  fpiritual; 
therefore  Mens  Bodies  are  not  capable  of 
this  Walk  after  the  Spirit  principally.  Out- 


ward Ordinances  are  but  the  Shell  where, 
in  the  IDrnel.muftbe  inclofed;  all  our 
walkings  that  is  vifibfe  to  Men,  is  but  like 
a  painted  or  engraven  Image  and  Statue, 
that  hath  no  Breath  or  Life  in  it,  unlefs 
the  Spirit  afiuate  and  quicken  the  fame. 
I  fay  not  only  the  Spirit  of  God,  but  the 
Spirit  and  Soul  in  Man  ;  for  the  Spirit's 
immediate  and  divine  Operations  are  upon 
fuch  a  fuitable  Subjeft,  as  the  immortal 
Soul.  Ferity,  there  is  a  Spirit  in  Man, 
and  the  Inflation  of  the  Almighty  give  f 
him  Underftandi)^  :  We  muft  not  aboiiih 
the  outward  Form,  becaufe  it  hath  feme 
Divinity  in  it,  even  the  Stamp  of  God's 
Authority ;  and  therefore,  thefe  who  are 
fwefled  abjve  Ordinances,  I  fear  they  be 
monftrous  Chriftians.  A  Man  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  Spirit  and  a  Body,  afted  and 
quickned  by  that  Spirit,  without  either  of 
thefe,  he  is  not  a  complete  man :  So  I  fay, 
he  is  not^a  Chriftian,  that  doth  not  wor- 
ibip  God  in  the  Spirit,  and  iu  Truth  both ; 
and  it  js  not  Religion  that  excludes  either 
the  inward  Soul-communion  with  God,  or 
the  outward  Ordinance  and  Appoint- 
ment of  God.  But  alas,  this  may  be  oar 
Complaint,  we  come  and  worfhip  God, 
and  draws  nigb  with  our  Bodies,  but 
our  Hearts  are  far  removed.  Here  is 
the  Death  of  many's  Worihip,  the  Soul  is 
feparated  from  the  Body  of  it,  thefe  are 
but  Pictures  and  Images  of  Chriftians  ;  we 
have  Mouths  and  Faces  of  Saints,  but  O  r 
how  little  of  divine  Affedhon,  or  of  Soul- 
defires,  breathes  in  us?  We  are  Deniers  of 
the  Power  of  Godlinefs,  by  retting  in  a 
Form,  and  this  is  the  great  Sin  of  this  Ge- 
neration, the  EfTentials,  the  vital  Spirits  of 
Chriftianty,  are  exhaufted,  and  fome  dry 
Bones,  like  an  Anatomy  of  a  Chriftian, 
remains  behind.  I  befeech  you,  gather 
your  Spirits  to  thtt  fpiritual  Walking,  they 
only  can  follow  the  Spirit^your  Bodies 
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are  earthly  and  lumpirti,  and  the  Way  is 
all  upward  to  the  Holy  Httl.  Look  in- 
wardly and  meafure  your  (elves  fo,  out- 
ward Appearance  is  no  juft  Meafure  ; 
fetire  within  your  Souls,  and  engage  them 


in  this  Exercife,  and  enter  them  to  this 
Motion,  and  your  Spirits  will  fweetly  andi 
furely  aft  your  Bodies  and  Externals,  in  all 
Matters  of  Godtinefs. 


SERMON    VI. 


Vcrf.  1.  Who  walk  not  after  the  Flejb,  &c. 


IT  is  one  of  the  greateft  Myfteries  in 
a  Chriftian's  Practice,  to  join  thefe 
two  together,  which  the  Gofpel  hath  con- 
joined, Juftification  and  San&ification, 
and  to  place  them  in  their  due  Order : 
There  is  much  Mifcarrying  in  both  thefe, 
if  either  they  are  feparated,  or  miiplaced  . 
But,  the  Truth  is,  they  cannot  really  be, 
eacept  they  be  jointly  ;  yet,  often  it  falls 
out,  that  in  Mens  Apprehenfions  and  En- 
deavours, they  are  disjoined :  This  then 
were  the  Argument  of  a  living,  and  be- 
lieving Chriftian,  to  join  the  Study  of  Ho- 
linefi,  with  the  Exercife  of  Faith  in  Chrift, 
for  Remiffion  of  Sin,  and  Righteoufiiefs ; 
and  not  only  to  join  it,  but  alio,  to  derive 
it  (torn  that  Principle:  There  is  both  an 
Union  between  thefe,  and  an  Order  efta- 
bfflhed  in  Scripture.  The  moft  Part  of 
thefe  that  profefs  the  Gofpel,  are  of  two 
Sons;  they  do  either  divide  Holinefe  from 
imputed  Righteoufnefc  or  Chrjft's  Righ- 
teoufiiefs from  Holinefs :  1  do  net  fay, 
that  any  Man  truly  feeks  to  be  covered 
with  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Jefiis  Chrift,  and 
to  have  his  Sins  freely  Tpardoned>  tot  he 
will  alfo  ftudy  to  walk  before  God,  in  all 
welkpleafing ;  but  the  Truth  is,  many  do 
pretend,  and  profefs  to  feek  Salvation,  and 
Forgiv'eoefs  in  Chrift's  Blood,  and  have 


the  Mercy  of  God,  and  Merits  of  Chrift, 
always  in  their  Mouth,  who  yet  declare 
by  their  Converfation,  that  they  do  not  fo* 
much  as  defire,  or  pui'pofc  to  feek  after 
Holinefs :  I  do  not  (peak  of  thfcfe  who 
are  Antinomians  in  profelfion,  but  of  a 
great  Multitude  in  the  vifible  Church,  who 
are  more  really  Antinomians,  to  wit,  in 
Practice,  than  moft  Part  of  -profefled 
Antinomians.  You  hear  all,  of  free 
Grace,  and  free  Redemption  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  of  tender  and  enduring  Mer- 
cies in  God,  and  this  you  take  for  the 
whole  Gofpel;  and  prefently  upon  the 
Notion  of  Mercy  and  Grace,  you  con- 
clude unto  your  jelves,  not  only  Immunity 
and  Freedom  from  all  the  Threatnings  of 
the  Word,  and  from  Hell,  but  likewife  ye. 
proclaim  fecretly  in  your  own  Hearts,  a 
Liberty  to  fin  fo  much  the  more  fecorely ; 
the  Door  of  Mercy  caft  open  in  theGoipeU 
and  the  free  Accefs  to  Chrift,  manifefted 
therein,  through  the  Corruption  that  is 
within  us,  proves  the  very  Occafion  of. 
many's  giving  Indulgence  to  their  Lufts ; 
of  delaying  Reformation,  and  turning  to 
God.  You  all  profefs,  that  you  feek  to  be 
juftified,and  laved  by  Jefus  Chrift ;  yea,you 
j  perfwade  your  felves,  to  be  efcaped  Con- 
.  denwation,  by  Chrift;  Now  then,  con- 
*  join. 
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joyn  that  Profeflion  and  Perfwafion,  with 
your  Walk,  and  O !  how  contrary  you 
rhay  find  them  to  one  another?    Your 
r^ith  is  vain,  for  ye  arc  yet  in  your  Sins, 
Titv  ii.  it,  11.  'fbe  Grace  of  God  ap- 
pearing tn  Come  Men  eiFe&ually,  teacbetb 
them  to  de*y   Ungodlvieff,  and  worldly 
Lufts,  and  to  live  rigbtcoujlyjbberty,  and 
godly,  &c.  But  if  we  may  conjecture  your 
coaching  by  your  walking,  it  feems  the  No- 
tion of  Grace  and  the  Gofpel  that  is  for* 
rr.?d  in  your  Minds,  hath  taught  you  ano- 
'tlvjr  Doftrine,  to  avow  UngodlinefsjuvA 
follow   worldly  Lufts.     Is  there fo  much 
as  a  Shadow  of  this  fpi ritual  Walking  in 
many?    I  confefs,  it  is  natural  for  every 
Man  to  feek  his  own  Righteoufnefs ;  and 
it  is  the  Arm  of  God  that  muft  bt*w  Men, 
to  fubmit  to  Chrift's  imputed  Righteuflf- 
nefs ;  yet,  the  moft  Part  of  Men,  feeth 
to  be  fo  far  from  feeking  any  Rifjhfeouf- 
neis,  that  they  *re  rather  feeking  the  ful- 
filling of  their  own  carnal  Lufts,  loorking 
IFickednefs  with  Grtedineff,  not  caring 
how  little  they  havfc  to  put  Confidence 
into*,    and  yet,  certain  it  is,   that  how 
much  foever  a  Man  attains  to,  of  a  Form 
of  Religion,  or  civil  HohtSfty,  he  is  ready 
to  put  his  Truft  in  it,  and  to  lean  the 
Weight  of  his  Soul  upon  it :  But  feeing 
this  is  natural  to  you  all,  to  feek  Heaven 
by  doing  and  working,  I  wonflc*:  that  ye 
do  no  more.;  How  do  ye  fatisfy  your 
Confidences  in  the  Expectation  of  Heaven, 
who  take  fo  little  Pains  in  Religion,  and  are 
foloofe  and  profane  in  your  Convention? 
I  wonder,  feeing  ye  have  it  naturally  en- 
.   graven  in  your  Hearts,  to  ettablifti  your 
own  Righteoufiiefs,  that  ye  labour  not  to 
have  more  of  it  to  fill  your  Eye  withall. 
But  again,  on  the  other  Hand,  there 
arefomeMen,  who  haveaForm  of  Re- 
gion, and  labour  to  be  of  a  WameJefs 
ConWfeuw  iakmg  Me*  that  poffiMy 


perfwides  themfelrcs,  they  are  feeking 
HoKnefs,  anH  walking  fpiritually ;  but  alas, 
you  may  Aid  it-  but  a  painted  and  feem- 
ing  Religion,  that  is  an  Abomination  in  the 
Sight  of  God;  fectufc  it  is  to  them,  ail  the 
Ground  of  their  Acceptation  before  God. 
If  ever  this  Queftion  was  moved  in  fome 
of  you,  fPTiat  Jhatt  I  da  to  be  fayed? 
You  have  condescended  on  fuch  a  Walk, 
fech  a  Profeflion,  tor  the  Anfwer  of  it  ; 
It  is  natural   to  all,  even  thefe  who  have 
leaft  Appearance  of  Godlinefi,  to  leek 
Heaven,  by  doing  God*  Will ;  thefe  that 
have  no  more  to  fpeak  of,  than  their  Bap- 
tifin>  or  receiving  the  Lord's  Sapper,  or 
attending  well  the  fblemn  Aflembiies,  wftl 
ground  their  Hope  brSaivatiorroti  tfiofe 
Things :  How  much  more,  will  the  civil 
and  boneft  Men  (commonly  fo  called) 
who  pray  and  read,  and  profc&Godlinefs, 
how  much  more,  I  iky,  will  they  efta- 
bhfo  that  which  they  attain  to,  as  the 
:  Ground  of  their  Confidence  before  Go*? 
Now,  this  is  a  general,  unknown  Hi  that 
.  deftroys  the  World,  and  yet  few  are  con- 
vinced of  it,  how  hard  it  is  to  be  driven 
out  of  our  felves,  and  to  feek  Life  in  a* 
nother.    Of  know,  that  it  is  in  a  Man- 
ner, the  crucifying  of  a  Mans  felf,  thus 
to  deny  himfeif,  to  have  a  Son  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs, and  not  totruft  in  it.    Who 
is  he,  that  cannot  indure  to  look  upon  him- 
feif, for  moral  Vilenefs?    Alasi  Men  flat- 
ter themfelves  in  their  own  Efes,  look 
with  a  more  favourable  Bye  on  their  own 
Actions,   than  they  ought:  Who  is  he 
that  abhors    hhnfclf,  even  Tor  abomina- 
ble Works  ?    But  who  (hall  be  found 
to    abhdr    Mmfclf,   for  his  rnoft   Re- 
ligbus  and  bed  Aftkws  ?'    Who  cafts 
thefe  out  of  their  Sight,  as  unclean  ahd 
menftruoiis  Things?    'Therefore,  I  fty. 
though  ^Tj^^^R  }^*£P^ 
or  ottc^ito  any  jPwti/WpV  Rijnreotii- 
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ne(s;  thou  cannot  enter  into  Heaven : 
The  poor  Publican,  that  was  a  vile  and 
profane  Sinner,  yet  his  Righteoufnefs  ex- 
ceeding the  Pbarifees  -,  though  he  had 
none  of  bis  own,  yet  he  had  a  Righteous 
nefs  without  Blemifh,  of  ChrirVs  purchas- 
ing, having  by  Faith  fled  to  the  Mercy  of 
God,  in,  and  through  a  Mediator.  It  is 
not  more  doing,  more  praying,  more  ex- 
alt walking,  that  can  make  you  more 
righteous  in  Gods  Account,  in  order  to 
Abfoluuon  from  Law-condemnation,  than 
the  profaneft  and  moft  wretched  Sinner ; 
but  the  bafcr  and  vijer  thou  be  in  then 
own  Eyes,  the  more  thou  hide  thy  beft 
Doings  from  thine  Eyes,  and  look  on  thy 
Uncleanneft,  and  betakes  thy  felf  to  Chrift, 


Godlioefs  mould  be  upon  the  growing 
Hand,  as  if  doing  did  lave  you  ;  yet  you 
ought  to  deny  ail  that,  and  loojc  to  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  another,  as  if  nothing 
were  done  at  all  by  you.  How  doth 
Paul,  Phil.  iii.  S.  unite  thefe  in  bis  Prac- 
tice, /  count  all  Lofs  and^  Dung,  to 
be  found  in  Cbrift,  mt  having  my%own 
Righteoufnefs,  wdyet  I  pre fs  forward, 
and  follow  after  Perfection,  as  having  at- 
tained nothing  yet.  Onfe  o(  thefe  two  is 
the  Original  of  many  Stumblings  aiiJ  XVin- 
drings  in  out  .Chriftian-way,  e'uliLr  du-ie 
is  not  a  Ne<£llity  and  Cunftraint  laid  upon 
the  Souls  of  many  tow;  Ik  in  all  vwil- 
pleafing,  and  to  perfect  Holinefs  in  v:e 
Fear  of  God :  We  iook  on  it  as  a  Thins 


WsunSpotted  and  perfect  Righteou&efi ;  1  indifferent,  that  is  to  be  determined  ac 
.  i  Li.  _j        ..._.l  cording  totheMeafure  of  our  Receiving! 

from  God,  or  we  look  on  it  as  a  Tiling 
not  urging  all,  but  belonging  to  Mini- 
sters, or  more  eminent  Profeflbrs,  and 
hence  there  arifcth  much  carnal  Liberty, 
in  walking  without  the  Line  of  Chriftian- 
liberty,  becaufe  there  is  an  Indifference  in 
the  Spirit  that  gives  that  Latitude  in  walk-, 
ing ;  or  elfe  there  is  not  that  following  of 
Holinefs  infucha  Way,  as  can  confift  with 
the  eftabhfliing  of  Chrift's  Righteoufnefs. 
No  Denial  of  our  felves,  in  our  Anions, 
we  a£t  as  if  we  were  furSoient  of  our 
felves,  and  walks  as  if  we  were  thereby 
j u{tiried,  and  commends  .our  felves  to  God 
in  our  own  Conferences,  when  ever  we 
can  have  the  Tefhmony  of , our  Confci- 
ences,  for  welldoing.  And  by  this  Means, 
the  Lord  is  provoked  ;  becaufe  we  do  not 
honour  the  Son    the  Father  counts  him- 


the  more  honourable  and  precious  thou  art 
la  his  Eyes.  Therefore,  God  is  faid  to 
dwell,  in  the  Heart  fcf  the  humble  and  con- 
trice  one,  not  for  the  worth  of  his  Humi- 
lity, and  Repentance  ;  No,  no,  but  for 
the  Pleafcire  he  hath  in  the  Well-beloveds 
Rigfreoufhef*  ,  that  is  the  beautiful  Gar- 
ment, only  in  the  Eye  of  a  humbled  Soul, 
d»t  fceth  nothing  in  it  felf  defirable. 

Therefore,  I  wi(h,  that  this  Conjuncti- 
on which  is  made  .in  the  Gofpel,  were  al- 
io.engraven  in  your  Hearts,  and  on  your 
Practices,  that  is,  that  you  would  feek 
tfter  Holinefs,  without  which  no  Man 
jbaUfcc  God ;  feek  to  perfeti:  it  in  the 
Fear  of  God,  but  not  as  though  ye  were 
to  he  thereby  juftified  ;  feek  it  with  that 
Diligence  and  earned  Study,  as  if  ye 
were  to  be  faved  by  h,  and  yet  feek  it, 
to  as  to  be  deayed  to  your  Diligence,  or 


if  ye  fought  it  not  at  all.     How  fweet   felf  deSpifed,  and  the  Spirit  ii  grieved  and 


a  Conjunction  were  this  in  the  Christians 
France,  to  walk  and  xun  £>  after  the  Prize, 
a*  it  his  walking  did  obtain  it,  and  yet  to 
took  upon  his  walking,  as  if  it  were  not 
at  all.    lour  Diligence  and  Scriou&eSs  in 


tempted  to  depart,  and  leave  us  to  our 
own  Imaginations,  till  our  Idol  which  we 
eftabliihed,  fall  down,  and  our  Under- 
standing return  to  us. 

A* 
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it  is  moved  by  him  as  the  Soul  and  Life 
of  it;  fi)  that  according  to  the  Scripture 
Dialeft,  a  Chnftian  is  nothing  elfe,  but 
Chrift  living  and  walking  in  fuch  a  Perfon.# 
This  is  it  which  Chrift  when  he  is  to  go" 
out  ot  die  World  inftfufts  his  Difciples 
into,  John  xv.  i.  jfir>  is  the  Fine,  and 
we  tbc  Branches ;  the  Branch  mud  fall 
be  united  to  the  Tree,  and  implanted  in- 
to the  Tree,  ere  it  brinj  forth  Fruit, 
without  the  Tree,  it  withers :  So  mud  a 
Soul  be  flrft  ingraft,  in  Jefus  Chrift,  im- 
planted in  him  by  Faith  in  his  Death  and 
Sufferings,  before  it  can  grow  up  into  the 
SmiHtudc  of  bis  Rejurre&ion,  or  walk 
in  NewHefs  of  lAft%  as  Paul  fpeaks, 
Rom.  vi.  4,  5.  Without  me  ye  can  do 
nothing ;  ye  muft  flrft  bt  one  with  him, 
by  believing  in  him,  and  receiving  him  as 
a  corapleat  Saviour,  and  then  the  Sap  and 
Vertue  of  the  .Tree  flows  into  the  dead 
Branch,  and  it  (hoots  forth,  and  bloflbms 
and  bears. 

Now  if  this  Doftrine  of  Chrift  and  his 
Apoftles  were  duly  pondered  and  believ- 
ed. O  what  a  Change  would  it  make  on 
the  lives  and  Spirits  of  Christians  ?  Since 
ibis  is  the  Order  eftablilhed  in  the  Gofpe), 
and  an  Order  fuitable  both  to  his  Grace 
and  our  Neceflity,  (  as  all  that  is  in  it 
Ipeakerh  forth  an  excellent  Contriver ) 
when  we  go  about  to  eftablifti  our  Souls  in 
another  Method,  how  is  it  poflible  that 
"we  foould  not  weary  and  vex  our  Souls 
in  vain  ?  How  can  we  choofe  but  tor- 
ment our  felve§,  and  intricate  our  felves 
ffcil  more  ?  Our  Method  and  Way  is  juft 
contrary,  we  perplex  our  Souls  how  to 
find  the  Fruits  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift. 
bow  to  walk  after  the  Spirit,  without  flrft 
clofing  intirely  with  Chrift  himfrlf.  We 
trouble  our  felves  to  find  the  Operations 
of  a  fpiritual  Life,  before  we  lay  hold  on 
Chrift,  who  is  the  Life  of  our  Souls.    It 


is  made  an  Argument  by  many,  to  keep 
them  from  believing  in  Chrift,  becaulfe 
they  do  not  find  that  fpiritual  Lite  ftirring* 
in  them.  How  croii  is  this  to  the  declar- 
ed Mind  of  Chrift  in  the  Gofpel  ?  '  Itom* 
tot  choofe  but  bcth  darken  the  Spjrit  more, 
and  dry  up  the  Influences  of  the  Spirit  of. 
God,  becaufe  it  keeps  thee.from  the  Foun* . 
tain  of  all  Conlblation.  You  may  dif- 
quiet  your  Souls  by  this  Means,  but  you 
foall  never  make  Advantage  this  Way, 
without  him  ye  can  do  nothing :  And  yet 
ye  will  not  come  to  him,  becaufe*  you 
have  done  nothing.  Tis  ftrange  how  little 
Reafon  is  in  it,  if  your  Eyes  were  open- 
ed ;  you  refufe  or  delay  to  abide  in  the 
Vine,  till  you  bring  forth  Fruit,  and  Fruk 
you  cannot  bring  forth,  till  you  be  in  the 
Vine:  You  would  walk,  and  you  will  not 
.have  the  Life  from  which  you  muft  wait 
Paul  lived  indeed,  but  what  a  Life  ?  The 
Life  that  I  live  is  by  the  Faith  of  the  Son 
of  God  \  Faith  in  Chrift  tranfported  him 
out  of  himfelfto  Chrift,  or  received  Chrift 
into  the  Soul,  and  Chrift  in  the  Soul,  was 
the  fife  of  his  Sou),  Gal.  h\-  20. .  Your 
walking  is  as  if  a  dead  Man  would  eflay 
to  go.  Will  one  expeft  Figs  of  thorns, 
or  Grapes  oftfbiftles  *  I  befeech  yo«4 
know  what  wrong  ye  do  to  your  felves, 
jfkf  to  Chrift ;  ye  wrong  your  felves,  be- 
caufe ye  ftand  in  the  Way  8f  your  own 
Mercy,  ye  ftand  aback  from'  your  Life, 
him  that  is  the  Way*  the  Zrutb,  and  the 
ZJfe.  You  would  walk  in  the  Way,  but 
no  Man  can  walk  in  this  Way,  but  by  this 
Way  ;  Chrift  muft  quicken'  you  to  walk 
in  himfelf,  ye  muft  get  Life  in  him,  and 
not  bring  it.  You  are  in  a  vain  Expecta- 
tion of  Fruits  from  your  felves,  they  will 
never  fee  the  Sun,  and  when  you  have 
wearyed  your  fclf  in  fuch  a  vain  Purfuit, 
you  muft  at  length  come  and  begin  here* 
Ye  wrong  Chrift  his  Grace  and  Mercy,  chic 
fi  b  Order 
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Order  is  fiiited  of  Purpofe  for  our  defperate 
Condition/  and  yet  ye  prefunte  to  rgcd  it, 
tod  feet  another.  You  prefcribe  to  your 
skilfuL  and  tender  Phyfician,  that  which 
would  undo  you :  I  befeech  you.  know 
tl*  Original  of  your  Miferies,  Doubts,  Bar- 
rennefi,  and  Darkneft.:  Here  it  is,  you 
are  Hill  ptrzling  your  felves  about  Graee 
and  Duties,  how  to  fill  your  Eyes  with 
tbefe,  and  ye  negle&Chrift  as  your  Righ- 
teoufnefi,  as  onp  dead  and  rifen  again, 
and  now  fitting  at  God's  right  Hand  for 
us,  you  muft  firft  clofe  with  him,  as  un- 
godly Men,  though  you  were  godly ,  you 
muft  (hut  your  Eyes  on  any  fuch  Thing, 
and  lay  living  Jefiis  upon  your  dead  and  be- 
mimb'd  Hearts,  anfwer  all  your  Challenges 
with  his  Abfolution,  and*  ftand  before 
God,  in  his  doatbdng,  put  his  Garment 
immediately  on  your  Nakedneft  and  Vile- 


nefi ;  and  we  may  perlWade  you,  it  (hall 
yield  you  abundant  Conization  and  Life, 
became be  lives;  ye  Jball  live,  and  walk. 
If  you  were  more  frequent  and  ferious  ia 
(he  ConGdcratiqn  of  his  excellent  Majefty, 
of  his  beautiful  and  lovely  Qualifications, 
as  the  Mediator4  for  Sinners,  and  of  the 
precious  Promifes,  which  are  all,  Tea, 
and  Amen*  confirmed  in  him,  and  left 
in  the  vain  and  unprofitable  Debates  of 
Seif-intereft,  and  fuch  like,  I  am  perfwad- 
ed  ye  would  be  more  fruitful  Chriftians. 
This  is  not  as  the  Bunnefsof  a  Holy-day, 
to  be  done  at  your  firft  coming  to  Chrift  * 
and  no  more;  no,  it  muft  run  alongft  all 
your  Life,  the  age*  experienced  Chrifti- 
an  muft  come  alongs  as  an  ungodly  6tnner, 
to  a  blefled  and  living  Saviour,  and  have 
no  other  Ground  of  Glory  or  Confidence 
before  God,  but  Chrift  Jefus  crucified. 
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'^yerf.  i.  For  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  qfZife  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
bath*  made  me  free,  from  the  Ldtu  of  Si*  and  7)eath. 


YOU  know  there  are  two  principal 
Things  in  the  proceeding  Verfe,  the 
Privilege  of  a  Chrifban,  and  the  Proper- 
ty or  Character  of  a  Cnriftian ;  he  is  one 
that  never  enters  into  Condemnation,  He 
that  Relieve tbjhall  not  perijb,  Job.  iii.  1 5. 
And  then  he  is  one,  that  walks  not  after 
tbe.Flejb,  thought  be  in  tbeFIefb,  but 
in  a  more  elevate  Way  above.  Men,  after 
the  guiding  and  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
©f  God.  Now.  it  *fnay  be  objected  in 
«toy15oafcieaccs,  tow  can  0*fe  Tfaingi 


be  ?  Have  not  all  finned,  .and  come  (hort 
of  the  Glory  of  God,  and*  fo  the  whole 
World  is  become  Guilty  before  God? 
Is  not  every  Man  lying  under  a  Sentence 
of  Death  ?  Curfed  is  be  tbat  abides  not 
in  all  fbings,  &c.  How  then  can  he 
efcape  Condemnation  ?  Again,  you  fpeak 
of  walking  after  the -Spirit,  as  proper  to 
the  Cbriftian  ;  but  whofe  Walk  is  not 
Carnal  ?  Who  is  it  that  doth  not  often 
ftep  afide  out  of  the  Way,  and  follow  the 
Conduit  and  Couofel  of  FJetoand  JBWod? 

Is 
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Is  not  Sin  dwelling  here  in  our  mortal 
,  Bodies?  Wko  can  fay,  My  Heart  or 
"Way  is  clean?  Therefore  both  that  | 
Privilege  and  this  Property  of  a  Chriftian, , 
ieems  to  be  bur  big  Words,  no  real 
Thing.  And  indeed  I  confefs  the  Multi- 
tude of  Men  hath  no  other  Opinion  of 
them,  but  as  fancied  imaginary  Things; 
few  believes  the  Report  of  the  Gofpel  con- 
cerning the  Salvation  of  eleft  ones,  and  few 
underftands  what  this  fpirkual  Walking 
is ;  many  conceive  it  is  not  a  Thing  thar 
belongs  to  flfen,  who  are  led  about  with 
Faflions  and  Afte&ions,  but  rather  to  An- 
gels or  Spirits  perfected. 

However,  we  have  in  thefe  WOrds  an 
Anfwer  to  fctisfie  both  Objections  ^  He 
grants  fomething  implicitely,  and  it  is  this. 
It  is  true  indeed,Chriftians  are  under  a  two- 
fold Law,  Captives  and  Bondmen  to  thefe; 
s4  Law  ef  Sin  in  their  Members, 
bringing  them  in  Subjection  to  the  Luffs 
ojtbe  blejb.  Sin  hath  a  powerful  Do- 
minion and  Tyranny  over  every  Man  by 
Nature,  it  hath  a  Sort  of  Right  and 
Power  over  him;  and  likewife,  every 
one  was  under  a  Law  of  Death,  the  Law 
Of  God  curling  him,  and  fomenting  him 
-to  Condemnation  becaufe  of  Sin  ;  thefe 
two  were  joint  Conquerors  of  al!  Man- 
kind. But,  faith  he,  there  is  a  Delivery 
from  this  Bondage,  Freedom  is  obtained 
to  Believers  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fo  there 
is  no  Condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Chrift,  and  fo  they  walk  not  after  the 
Leading  and  Direction  of  that  Law  of 
Sin  within  them,  but  after  the  guiding  of 
our  blefled  Tutor,  the  Spirit  of  God.  If 
you  ask  how  this  comes  to  pafs,  by  what 
Authority,  or  Law,  or  Power  is  this  Re- 
leafement  and  Freedom  obtained  ?  Here 
it  is,  Kj  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life', 
which  is  in  Chrift.  Chrift  is  not  an  .far 
vader,  or  unjuft  Conqueror,  be  hath  fair 


Law  for  what  6e  doth,  even  againft  thefe 
Laws  which  detains  Unbelievers  in  Boiffc* 
dage :  There  is  a  higher  and  later  Law 
on  His  Side,  and  he*  bath  Power  and 
Strength  to  accomplish  his  Defign.  Jfe 
oppofes  Law  up  to  Law,  and  Life  unto 
Death,  and  Spirit  unto  Fierti ;  a  Law  of 
Spirit,  unto  a  Law  of  Sin  and  Flefh  ;  ,a 
Law  of  Life,  unto  a  Law  of  Death.  In  t 
Word,  the  Gefpel,  or  Covenant  of  Grace, 
unto  the  Law,  or  Covenant  of  Works, ; 
the  powerful  and  living  Spirit  of  Grace 
that  wrought  mightily  in  him,  is  let  fore- 
againft  the  Power  of  Sin  and  Satan  in  us, 
and  againft  us  ;  the  one  gives  him  Right 
and  Title  to  conquer,  the  other  accom- 
plish him  for  the  Work  ;  and  by  tfiefe 
two,  are  Believers  in  Jefus  Chrift  made 
Free-men,  who  were  Bond-men.  That 
then  which  we  would  fpeak  from  thefe 
Words,  is  the  common  Lot  of  all  Men  by 
Nature,  viz.  to  be  under  the  Power  of 
Sin,  and  Sentence  of  Death ;  the  (pedal 
Exemption  of  Believers  in  Chrift,  and 
Immunity  from  this,  or  Delivery  from  it, 
and  then  the  true*  Ground  and  Caufe  of 
this  Delivery  from  that  Bondage  ;  which 
three  are  contained  in  the  Words.  It  is  a 
Purpofe  indeed  of  a  high  Nature,  and  of 
high  Concernment  to  us  all,  our  Life  and 
Death  isjmpt  up  in  this ;  you  may  hear 
many  Things  more  gladly,  but  if  ye  knew 
it,  none  fo  profitable/  Therefore  let  us 
gather  our  Spirits  to  the  Confideration  of 
thefe  Particulars. 

As  to  the  firft,  all  Men  are  under  the 
Bondage  of  a  twofold  Law,  The  Law  of 
Sin  within  them,  and  the  Law  of  Death 
without  them.  Man  was  created  righ- 
teous, but,  faith  the  wife  Man,  be  found 
out  many  Inventions  \  a  lad  Invention 
indeed,  he  found  out  Mifery  and  Slavery 
to  himfelf,  who  was  made  free  and  happy. 
Hit  Freedom  and  Happinefi  was  to  be  i* 
B  b  s  SuN 
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AUbjeftkm  to  his  Mater,  under  the  Jul*' 
and  holy  Commands  of  his  Lord,  who  had 
give.i  htm  Breatfc  and  Being ;  It  was  no 
Captivity  or  Restraint,  to  be  confafltd 
about  witfc  the  Hedges  of  the  Lord's  holy 
Law,  no  more  than  it  is  a  Reftraint  on  a 
Man's  Liberty,  to  have  his  Way  hedged 
in,  where  he  may  fafely  walk,  that  he  may 
keep  himfelf  within  it,  from  Pits  and 
Snares  on  every  Hand.  But,  alas!  (if 
we  may  fay,  alas  !  when  we  have  fuch  a 
Redemption  in  Jefus  Chrift)  Adtm  was 
not  content  witW^iat  Happinefs,  butfeeking 
after  more  Liberty,  bzjold  himfelf  into 
the  Hands  of  firange  Lords,  firft  Sin, 
and  then  Death.  Other  Lords  befides 
ibee,  O  Lord,  have  Dominion  over  us, 
Ifa.  xx vi.  13.  This  is  too  true  in  this 
Senfe,  Adam  feeking  to  be  as  the  Lord 
himfelf,  loft  his  own  Lordftiipand  Do- 
minion over  all  the  Works  of  God's 
Hands,  and  became  a  Servant  to  the  baieft 
and  mod  abominable  of  all,  even  that 
which  is  mod  hateful  to  the  Lord,  to  Sin 
and  Death.  And  this  is  the  Condition 
we  are  now  born  into.  Confider  it,  I 
pray  you,  we  are  born  Captives  and 
Slaves,  the  moft  noble,  the  moft  inge- 
nuous, and  the  mod  free  of  us  all :  Paul 
ipeaksofit  as  a  Privilege,  to  be  born  free, 
to  be  free  in  Man's  Common- wealth.  It 
is  counted  a  Dignity  to  be  a  free  Citizen 
or  Burgefs  of  a  Town :  Liberty  is  the 
great  Claim  of  People  now  a  Days,  and 
indeed  it  is  the  great  Advantage  of  a  Peo- 
ple to  tnjoy  that  Mother,  and  Womb- 
privilege  and  Right.  But,  alas/  what 
is  all  this  to  be  free  born  in  a  civil  Socie- 
ty ?  It  is  but  the  Srate  of  a  Man  among 
Men,  it  reaches  no  further  than  the  out- 
ward Man,  his  Life  or  Eft  ate.  But  here 
is  a  Matter  of  greater  Moment,  know 
you  wkat  State  your  Souls  are  in  ?  Your 
Souls  are  incomparably  more  wtrth  than 


your  Bodes,,  as  much  as  Eternity  furpaf- 
feth  this  Inch  of  Time,  or  Immortality  ex; 
ceeds  Mortality ;  your  Souls  are  your 
(elves  indeed,  your  Bodies  are  but  your 
Houfe  or  Tabernacle  you  lodge  into  for 
a  Seafon :  Now  then,  I  befeech  you,  ask 
whether  you  be  born  free  or  not  -r  if  your 
Souls  be  Haves,  you  are  Slaves  indeed,, 
for  fo  the  Evangelift  changeth  thefe  ;  Mat- 
thew laith,  in  ch.  xvi.  26.  Wbat  bath  a 
Man  gained,  rfbelofehis  Soul?  And, 
Luke  ix.  25 .  faith,  What  hath  be  gained, 
if  he  lefe  himfelf*  Therefog^ou  are  not 
free  indeed,  except  your  Souls  be  iree  : 
What  is  it,  I  pray  you,  to  enjoy  Freedom 
among  Men?  I  ask  you,,  what  are  you  be- 
fore God,  whether  bond  or  free?  this  is 
the  Bufinefs  indeed.  The  Pharifees  plead- 
ed a  Claim  to  the  Liberty  and  Privilege 
of  |?eing  Abrahams  Sons  and  Children  ; 
and  thought,  they  might  hence  conclude 
they  were  God's  Children.  But  our  Lord 
Jefus  dUcovers  this  Miftake,  when  he 
.  tells  them  of  a  Freedom  and  Liberty  that 
he  came  to  proclaim  to  Men,  to  purchafe 
to  them,  and  beftow  on  them  ;.  they 
(tumbled  at  this  Do&rine:  What,  fay 
they,  talked  thou,  to  us  of  making  us  free, 
We  were  never  in  Bondage,  for  we  be 
Abrahams  Children  ?  This  is  even  the 
Language  of  our  Hearts,  when  we  tell 
you,  that  ye  are  born  Heirs  of  Wrath, 
and  Slaves  of  Sin  and  Satan,  here  is  the 
fccret  Whilpering  of  Hearrt,  we  be 
Abraham's  Seed,  we  were  nev-er  in 
Bondage  to  any.  We  be  baptized  Chrifti- 
ans,  we  have  a  Church  State,  have  the 
Privileges,  and  Liberties,  not  only  of 
Subjects  in  the  State,  but  of  Members  in 
the  Church;  why  fayeft  thou,  we  are 
bond-men?  I  would  wifti  ye  were  all 
•tree  indeed,  but  that  cannot  be  till  ye 
Inow  your-  Bondage.  Confider  then,  I 
befeech  you  thai  you  may  be  fre&Subjetis 
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in  a  State,  and  free  Members  in  a  Ch'irch, 
and  yet  in  Bondage,  under  the  Law  of  Sin 
and  Death.  This  was  the  Miftake,  that 
was  a  Ground   of  Prefumption  in    the 

"  Jems,  and  occafioned  their  ftumbling  at 
this  Stone  of  Salvation,  laid  in  Sion  ; 
you  think  you  have  Church-privilege,  and 
what  needs  more  ?  Be  not  deceived,  you 
are  Servants  of  Sin,  and  therefore  not  free. 
There  are  two  Sorts,  or  rather  two  Ranks 
of  Perfons,  in  God's  Houfe,  Sons'  and 
Slaves ;  the  Sain  abides  in  the  Houfe  for 
ever,  the  Slave  bat  for  a  Time ;  when 
the  Time  expires,  he  muft  go  out,  or  be 

*    caff  out.     The  Church  is  God's  Houfe, 
but  many  are  in  it,  that  will  not  dwell  in 
it,  many  have  the  outward  Liberties  of 
this  Houfe,  that  have  no  Intereft  in  the 
fpecial  Mercies  and    loving  Kindnefs  pro- 
per to  Children.     The  Time  will  come, 
ihat  the  moft  Part  of  the  vifible  Church, 
who  are  baptized,  and  have  eaten  with 
him    at  his  Table,    and  had  a  kind  ol 
Friendihip  to  him  here,  ftiallbecaft  out 
as  bond  Men,  and  lfaac  only  (hall  be 
kept  within,  the  Child  of  the  Promife. 
The  Houfe  that  is  here,  hath  fome  in 
ward  Sanctuary,  and  fqpue  outter  Porches  ; 
many  have  Accefs  to  theft,  that  never  en- 
ters within  the  fecret  of  the  Lord,  and  fo 
fliall  not  dwell  in  the  Houfe  above:  It  is 
not  fo  much  the  Bufinefs,  ivho  Jball  enter 
into  the  holy  Hill,  but  who  lhall  ftanc 
and  dwell  in  it.     The  Day  of  Judgment 
will  be  a  great  Day  of  Excommunication  ; 
O  how  many  thoufands  will  be  then  cut 
offirom  the  Church  of  the  living  God, 
and  delivered  over  to  Satan,  becaufe  they 
were  really  under  his  Power,  while  they 
were  Church  members  arid    Abraham* 
Sons  ?  -  Let  me  tell  you  then,  that  all  of 
us  were  once  in   this  State  of  Bondage, 
which  Chriff  fpeaks  of,  He  that  commit- 
tetb  Sin,  is  the  Servant  of  Sin,  John 


viii.  34.  and-tbe  Servant  abides  not  m 
the  Houfe  for  ever :  So  that  I  am  afraid, 
many  of  us  who  are  in  the  vifible  Church, 
and  (land  in  this  Congregation,  Jhall  not 
have  Liberty  to  ftand  in  the  Aflembly  of 
the  firft-born,  when  all  the  Sons  are  ga- 
ihered  in  one  to  the  new  Jerufalem  ;  Sin 
hath  a  Right  over  us,  and  it  hath  a  Power 
over  us,  and  therefore  it  is  called  a  Law 
of  Sin,  there  is  a  kind  of  Authority  that 
it  hath  over  us,  by  vertue  of  God's  Juftice,  m 
and  bur   own  voluntary  Confent.    The  ' 
LordinhisRighteoufiiefs  hath  given  over 
all  the  Pofterity  of  Adam,  for  his  Sin, 
which  he  finned,  as  a  common  Perfonr, 
reprefenting  us,  he  hath  given  us  all  over 
to  the  Power  of  a  Body  of  Death  within 
us.     Since  Man  did   choofe.  to    depart 
from  his  Lord,  he  hath  juftty  delivered 
hlb  into  thV  Hands  of  a  ftrange  Lord  to 
have   Dominion   over  him.     Tranfinit* 
ting  of  fuch  an  original  Pollution,  to  all 
Men,  is  an  acl  of  glorious  Juftice.    As 
he  in  Juftice-gives  Men  over  to  the  Lufts 
of  their  own  Hearts  now,  for  following 
of  thefe  Lufts  contrary    to  his  Will ;  fo 
was  it  at  firft,  by  one  Mans  Dif obedi- 
ence many  were  made  Sinners ;  and  that 
in  God's  holy  Righteoufnefs,  Sin  entred 
into  the    World,    and    had    Permiflioa 
of  God,    ko     fubdue   and   conquer    the 
Worldf,  to  itfelf,  becaufe.  Man  would  not 
be  fubjeft  to  God.     But  as  there  is  the 
Tuftice  of  God  in  it,  fo  there  is  a  voluntary 
Choice  and    Election,  which  gives  Sin  a 
fower  over  us;  we   choofe  a  ftrange 
Lord,  and  he  lords  it  over  us:  We  fey 
to  our  Lufts,  Come  ye  and  rule  over  us, 
we  fubmit  our  Reafon,  our  Confidence 
and  all,  10  the  Guidance  and  leading  of 
™r  blind  Affeftions,  and  Paffions;  we 
:hoofe  our  Bondadge  for  Liberty  ;  and 
thus  Sin  hath  a  k«nd  of  Law  over  us,  by 
our  own  Confent ;  it  exefcifeth  a  Jurtf 
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di&ion ;  and  when  once  it  is  initalled  in 
Power,  and  clothed  with  it,  it  is  not  fo 
cafie  again,,  to  put  it  out  of  that  Throne  : 
There  w  a  confptring  (  fo  to  fpeak  )  of 
thefe  two,  to  make  out  the  Jurifdi&ion 
and  Authority  of  Sin  over  us.  God  gives 
us  over  to  Iniquity  and  Unrighteoufnefs, 
and  we  yield  our  felves  over  to  it,  Rom. 
vi.  1 6,  19.  we  yield  our  Members  Ser- 
vants to  Iniquity ;  a  little  Pleafure  or 
•  Commodity,  is  the  Bait  that  enfnare*  us 
to  this,  we  give  up  our  felves,  and  join 
to  our  Idols,  and  God  ratifies  it,  in  a 
manner,  and  pafleth  fuch  a  Sentence.  Let 
them  alone ;  he  fays,  go  ye  every  one  and 
ferve  your  Idols,  Ezek.  xxiii.  Since  ye 
would  not  ferve  me,  be  doing,  go  ferve 
your  Lufts*  look  if  they  be  better  Mafters 
than  I ;  look  what  Wages  they  will  gjre 
you. 

Now,  let  us  again  confider  what  Power 
Sin  hath,  being  thus  cloathed  with  a  fort 
of  Authority.    O !  but  it  is  mighty,  and 
works  mightily  in  Men.     If  reigns  in  our 
mortal  Bodies,  Rom.  vi.  1 2.    Here  is  the 
-  Throne  of  Sin  eftabliftied,  in  the  Lufts 
and  Affe&ions  of  the  Body,  and  from 
hence    it  emits  Laws  and  Statutes,  and 
fends  out  Commands  to  the   Soul,    and 
whole   Man.     Maft  choofe   at  firft,  to 
hearken  to  the  Counfel  of  his  Senfts,  that 
fiud,  it  was  pleafant  and  good,  to  eat  of  the 
forbidden  Fruit ;  but  that  Couhfel  is  now 
turped  into  a  Command.  Sin  hath  gotten 
a  Scepter  there,  to  rule  over   the  Spirit 
which  was  born  a  free  Prince  ;  Sin  hath 
conquered  all  our  Strength,  or,  we  have 
given  up  into  it  a'l  our  Strength ;  any  Truth 
that  is  in  the  Confcience,  any  Knowledge 
of  God,  or  Religion,  all  this  is   incarce- 
rated, detained  in  Prifon  of  unrighteous 
Affeftions :  Sin  hath  many  ftrong  Holds 


Man,  arid  lads  captive  every  Thought 
to  the  Obedience  of  the  Fleih.    You  know 
how  ftrong  it  was  in  holy  Paul,  Rom. 
vii.     what  a  mighty  Battle  and  Wreftling 
he  had,  and  hop  near  he  was  to  fainting 
*od  giving  over  :  How  then  muft  it  have 
an  abfolute,  and  foveraign,  full  Dominion 
over  Men  in  Nature,  there  being  no  con- 
trary Principle  within  by  Nature  to  de- 
bate .with  it,  it  rules  without  much  Con* 
trolment ;  there  may  be  ipany  Convicti- 
ons of  Confidence,  and  Sparkles  of  Light 
againft  Sin,  but  thefe  are  quickly  extin- 
guiftied  and  buried  :  Nay,  all  thefe  Prin-   1 
ciples  of  Light,  and   Knowledge  in  the 
Confcience,  do  oftentimes  ftrengthen  Sin, 
as  fome.  Things  are  confirmed,  not  weak- ' 
ned  by  Oppolition  ;  unequal  and  faigt  Op- 
pofition   ftrengthens   the    Adversary,  as 
cold/compafling  Springs,  makes  them  hot- 
ter :  So  it  is  here,  Sin  takes  Occafion  by 
the  Command,  to  work   ail  manner  of 
Concupifcence,  Rom.  vii.  8."   Without 
the  Law,  Sin  is  in  a  manner  dead,  but 
when  any  Adverfary  appears,  when  our 
Lulls  and  Humors  are  eroded,  then  they 
unite  their  Strength  againA  any  fuch  Op- 
polition, and  brinp  forth  more  (infill  Siq. 
TheKnowIedge  and  Confcience  tfctmany 
have,  ferves   for   nothing,  but  to  make 
,  their  Sins  greater,  to  exafperate  and  im- 
bitrer  their  Spirits  and  Lufls  againft  Gbd: 
iPly  torments  thou  me  before  the  lime  * 
Tis  a  devilifh  Difpofition  that  is  in  us  all, 
we  cannot  injure  the  Light,  becaufe  our 
Deeds  are  Evil. 

Let  us  but  confider  thefe  Particulars, 
and  we  (hall  know  the  Power  and  Domi- 
nion of  Sin.   .Firfi,  Confider  the  Extent 
of  its   Dominion,  both   in  regard  of  all 
Men,  and  all  in  every  Man  :  I  fay,  ail 
I  Men,  there  is  none  of  us  exempted  trpm 
and  Bulwarks  in  our  Flelh,  and  by  thefe,  ■  it ;  the  moft  noble,  and  the  mofl  bafe. 
commands  the  whole  Spirit  and  Soul  in  j  Sin  is  the  Catholick  King,  the  uniVerfcl 

King. 
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King*  or  rather  Satan,  who  is  the  Prince 
of  this  World,  and  he  rules  the  World, 
by  this  Law  of  Sin,  which  is   even  the 
Cbotradiftion  of  the  Law  of  God;    Who 
of  you  believes  this,  thaf  Satan's  Kingdom 
is  fo  fpacious  ?  that  it  is  even  over  the 
moft  Part  in  the  vifible  Church ;  this  is 
the  Emperor  of  the  World.     The  Turk 
Tainly  arrogates  this  Tide  to  himfelf,  but 
the  Devil  is  truly  fo,  and  we  have  God's 
own   Teftimony  for   it :  All  Kings,  all 
Nobles,  all  Princes,  all  People,  Rich  and 
Poor,  High  and  Low,  are  once  Subjefts 
of  this  Prince,  ruled  by  this  black  Law  of 
So.    Oh !  know  your  Condition,  wh(  fj 
Servants  ye  are ;  think  not  within  your 
felves,  we  have  Abraham  for  oi^r  Fa- 
ther, we  are  baptized  Cnriftians:    No 
know,  that  all  of  u*  are  once  the  Chikfre<i 
of  Satan,  and  do  his  Works,  and  fulfil  his 
Will-    But  morever,  all  that  is  in  a.» 
,  is  fubjeft  to  this  Law  of  Siii ;  all  the  Fa 
cultiesofthe  Soul,  the  Understanding  is 
under  the  Power  of  Darkne$||the  Ai 
fe&kms  under  the  Power  of  Corruption 
the  Mind  is  blinded,  and  the  Heart  is  bar 
dened,  the  Soul  alienated  from  God,  who 
u  its  Life,  all  the  Members  and  Powers  o 
a  Man  yieldpd  up  as  Instruments  of  Un 
righteoufhefs,  every  one  to  execute  that 
wicked  Law,  and  fulfill  the  Lufts  of  the 
FMh.  This  Dominion  is  over  all  a  Man' 
Actions,   even    thofe    that  are    in  bttf 
Account  and  Efifeera  among  Men  ;  you, 
"  koneft,  upright  Dealing  with  Men,  your 
snoft-Religious  Performances  to  God,  the> 
ire  more  conformed  .to  the  Law  of  Sli. 
than  to  the  Law  of  God,Hag.  ii.  1 4-  ?bh 
Katton,  and  the  Work  of  their  Hands, 
and  that  wbicb  tbey  offer,  is  unclean. 
Ailyqur  Works,.  your  good  Works,  are" 
infefted  with  this  Pollution ;  Sin  hath  .de- 
fined yow  Perfbos,  and  tbey  defile  all  your 


Aftions,  the  In/feftion  is  mutual,  thefe  Afti- 
ons  again  defile  your  Perfons  ftill  more :  7* 
the  impure,  all  things  are  imj  ure,  even 
their.  Mind  and  Coftfcience  is  defiled, 
Tit.  i.  15;  JDo  what  you  can,  ye  who 
are  in  Nature  cannot  pleafe  God,  'tis  but 
Obedience  to  the  Law  of  Sin  that  is  in 
you. 

But,  2.  Confider  the  Intenlcnefs  and 
Force  of  his  Power,  how  mighty  it  is,  in 
working  againft  all  Oppofuions  whatfo- 
ever,  unlefs  it  be  overcome  by  Almighty 
Power.  Nothing  but  Afrmigbt  can  con- 
quer this  Power :  The  Spirit  that  works 
in  Men  by  Nature,  is  of  fuch  Aftivity  and 
Efficacy ,  that  it  drives  Men  on  furioufly, 
as  if  they  were  pofTefTed,  to  their  own 
Ruine.  How  much  hath  it  of  a  Man's 
Confent?  and  fo  it  drives  him  ftrongly 
ind  irrefiftibly.  Much  Will,  Defire,  and 
Greedineli,  will  make  Corruption  run 
.ike  a  River,  over  all  its  §anks  fet  in  the 
Way  thereof,  Counfci,  Perfwafion,  Law, 
fleavcn,  Hell,  yet  'Mens  Corruption 
nuft  be  over  all  thjfe:  Preaching, 
f  hrettnings,'  Conviftions  of  Conference, 
xre  but  as  flaxen  Ropes  to  bind  a  Sampfon, 
Sin  within  eafily  breaks  them.  In  a  Word. 
.10  created  Power  is  of  lufficient  virtue  to 
oind  the  ftrong  Man,  it  muft  be  one 
mightier  than  he,  and  that  is  the  Spirit  of 
fefus  Chrift.  Do  ye  not  fee  Men  dau> 
drawn  after  their  Lufts,  as  Beafts.  fol- 
lowing  their  Senfes  as  violently  tts  a 
tlorfe  rujbeth  to  the  Battle?  If  there 
:->e  any  Gain  or  Advantage  to  oyl  the 
Wheels  of  Affc&ion,  O  bow  runs  Men 
lead-long?  There  is  no  crying  will  hold 
them.  In  fum.  Sin  is  become  all  one 
with  us;  tis  incorporate  into  the  Man, 
.  and  become  one  with  his  Affections,  and 
\  then  thefe  command. 

SE  a- 
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S  E  R  M  ON    VIII. 

Vcrf.  2:  For  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life,  in  Chrift  jfcfui$ 

hath  made  mefree^  &c 


THAT  whereabout  the  Thoughts 
and  Difcourfes  of  Men  now  run, 
is  Freedom  and  Liberty ,  or  Pondage  and 
.Slavery.  All  Men  are  afraid  to  Jofe 
their  Liberties,  and  be  made  Servants  to 
Strangers :  And  indeed  Liberty,  whether 
National,  or  Perfonal,  even  in  civil  Re- 
fpeds,  is  a  great  Mercy  and  Privilege  ; 
but,  ahs »  Men  know  not,  neither  do 
they  confider  what  is  the  Ground  and 
Reafon  of  fuch  Changes,  and  from  what 
Fountain  it  Hows,  that  a  Nation  of  a  long 
Time  free  from  a  foreign  Yoke,  fhould 
now  be  made  to  fubmit  their  Necfcs  unto 
it.  Many  wonder  that  our  Nation  ud- 
conquered  in  the  Days  of  Ignorance,  and 
Darknefs,  fhould  now  be  conquered  in 
the  Days  of  the  Gofpel  \  and  there  want 
not  many  ungodly  Spirits,  that  will  rather 
impute  the  Fault  unto  the  Reformation  of 
Religion,  than  take  it  to  rhemfelves. 
There  are  many  fecret  Heart-jealouiies 
among  us,  that  Chrift  is  a  hard  Miller, 
and  cannot  be  ferved.  But  would  you 
know  the  true  Original  of  our  apparent 
and  threatned  Bondage?  Come  and  fee, 
come  and  confider  fomething  exprefled  in 
thefe  Woids.  All  your  Thought  are 
Jwfied  about  civil  Liberty,  but  you  do  not 
<onfider  that  you  are  in  Bondage  while 
you  are  free,  and  that  to  woric  Mailers 


.than  you  fear.  We  are  under  a  Law  of 
Sin  and  Death,  that  hath  the  Dominion 
and  Sway  in  all  Mens  Affections  and 
Conversions ,  and  wlien  the  glorious 
Liberty  of  the  Sons  of  God  is  offered  un- 
to us  in  the.  Gofpel.  -when  the  Son  hath 
come  to  make  us  free,  we  love  our  owa 
Chains,  and  will  not  fufler  them  to  be 
loofed:  Therefore  it  is  that  a  Nation  that 
hath  defiled  fuch  a  gracious  Offer  of 
Peace  mtVreedom  in Je&s  Chrift,  is  rob- 
bed and  Spoiled  of  Peace  and  Freedom. 
When  this  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in 
Chrift  ixpublirtied  and  proclaimed  openly 
unto  Congregations,  unto  Judicatories,  and 
unto  Perfoos,  yet  few  do  4fcard  it ;  the 
generality  are  in  Bondage  to  a  contrary 
Law  of  Sin,  and  this  they  ferve  intheLufts 
thereof.  Yea,  (  which  moft  of  ail  ag- 
gravates and  heightens  the  offence)  even 
after  we  have  all  of  us  profefletf  a  Sub*, 
jeftion  to  the  Law  of  God,  and  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  King  and  JLaw-giver,  we 
are  m  an  extraordinary  Way  ingaged  to 
the  Lord,  by  many  Oaths  and  Covenants 

1  to  be  his  People ;  we  did  confem  that  he 
fhould  be  our  King,  and  that  we  foould  be 

"  ruled  in  our  ProteJBon  and  Practice  by 
his  Word  and  Will,  as  the  fundamen- 
tal Laws  of  this  his  Kingdom*;  we  did 

/fokmoly  renounce  all  ftrange  Lords,  that 

.      bad 
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over  us;  awl  <fid  fwear  a-  j  mand  of  tbemfeives.    Look  upon  a  Mia 
pmft  tfaem,  nerer  to  yeild  willing  Obe- )  given  to  Drunkennefs,  and  what  a  Slave 

is  be?  Whither  doth  not  his  Luft  drive 
him?  Let  him  bind  ttmftaf  with  Refo. 
lurions,  with  Vow?,  yet  he  cannot  .be 
fokJeubytbem;  Shame  before  Men,  L06 
of  Eftate,  Decay  of  Health,  temporal  kV 
riilhment,  nay,  eternal*  all  fet  together, 
cannotkeep  him  from  fulfilling  the  Defires 
of  that  Loft,  when  be  hath  Opportunity* 
A  Man  given  to  CovetoufoeG,  how  doth 
he  fene  that  Idol?  How  cteth  he  forget 
himfelf  to  be  a  Man  ?  Or  to  hare  a  re§> 
fonable  Soul  within  him,  he  is  fo  devoted 
to  it ;  and  thus  it  is  with  every  Man  by 
Nature :  There  may  be  many  petty  littte 
Gods  that  he  worships  upon  Occafion, 
but  every  unrenewed  Man  hath  forae  one 
Thing  predominant  in  him,  unto  which 
he  hath  fworn  Obedience  and  Devotjon* 
The  Man  moft  civilited,  moft  abAraft 
from  the  grofler  outward  Pollutions,  yet 
certainly,  his  Heart  within  is  but  a  Temple 
full  of  Idols,  to  the  Love  and  Service  of 
which  he  is  devoted.  There  is  feme  of  the/ 
fundamental  Laws  of  Satan's  Kingdom, 
that  rules  in  every  natural  Man,  either 
the  Luft  of  the  Eyes,  or  the  Luft  of  the* 
Flejb,  or  the  Pride  of  Life ;  every  Man 
facrifkreth  to  one  of  thefe,  his  Credit  and 
Honour,  or  his  Pleafure,  or  his  Profit  * 
Self,  whatever  Way  refined  and  fubtiHzed 
in  fome,  yet  at  bell  it  is  but  an  Enemy  to 
God ;  and  without  that  Sphere  of  felf,  can- 
not  a  Man  aft  upon  natural  Principles,  till 
i  higher  Spirit  come  in,  which  is  here 
fpoken  of. 

Oh/  that  you  would  take  this  for  Bon- 
dage, to  be  under  this  woful  Necefiity  of 
fotitfyingznd fulfilling  the  Defres of  your 
Flejh  and  MindfEphM.2.  Many  account 
it  only  Liberty  and  Freedom,  therefore 
they  look  upon  the  Laws  of  the  Spirit  of 
Life**  Cordi  and  Bonds,  and  confult  f# 
C  c  cafi 


e'unto  them ;  namely,  the  Lufts  of 
the  World,  Ignorance  of  God,  Unbelief, 
and  Difobedience.  Now  what  became  of 
all  this  Work,  you  may  know,  the  gene- 
rainy  of  all  Ranks  have  rebelled  againft 
that  Lord,  and  Prince,  and  withdrawn  from 
his  Allegiance,  and  revolted  unto  the  fame 
Lufts  and  Ways,  thefe  fame  Courfes  a- 
gainft  which  we  had  both  by  our  Profef- 
ilonof  Chriftianity,  and  folemn  Oaths  en- 
gaged our  iehres ;  and  fo  Men  have  vo- 
luntarily and  heardly  fubjeAed  themfelves 
onto  the  Laws  of  Sin,  and  Defires  of  the 
Fled*.  Hence  is  the  Beginning  of  our 
Rune  ;  becaufe  we  would  not  ferve  our 
own  God  and  Lord  in  our  own  Land, 
therefore  are  fo  many  led  away  captive 
to  ferve  Strangers  in  another  Land,  there- 
fore we  are  like  to  be  Captives  in  our  own 
Land ;  becaufe  we  refilled  Homage  to 
our  God,  and  obeyed  ftrange  Lords  with- 
in, therefore  are  we  given  up  to  the  Luft 
of  Strangers  without. 

I  would  have  you  thinking,  and  that  fe- 
ricufly,  that  there  are  worfe  Matters  you 
ferve,  than  thefe  you  moft  hate,  and  that 
there  is  a  worfe  Bondage,  whereof  you 
are  infenfible,  than  that  you  fear  moft, 
you  fear  Strangers,  but  your  greateft  Evil 
is  within  you;  you  might  retire  within, 
and  behold  worfe  Matters,  andmore  per* 
cicicus  and  mortal  Enemies  to  your  Well- 
being.  This  is  the  Cafe  of  all  Men  by 
Kature,  antf  of  all  Men  as  far  as  in  Na- 
ture; Sin  ruling,  commanding  in  them, 
and  lordingit over  them,  and  they  willing- 
if  following  after  the  Commandment, 
aodfooppceffedand  broken  in  Judgment. 
If  you  could  but  rightly  look  upon  other 
Men,  you  might  fee,  that  they  who  are  Ser- 
vants of  diverfe  Lufts,  are  not  their  own 
M$n  (fo  to  fpeak)  they  have  not  the  Com* 
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raft  them  o§\  and  cut  them  a/under ;  but 
confider,  what  a  wretched  Life  you  Have 
with  your  imperious  Lulls.  The  Truth 
is,  Sin  is  for  the  moit  part  in  own  Fu- 
■iJhment ;  I  am  furet  you  have  more  La- 
bour and  Toil  in  fulfilling  the  Lufts  of 
Sinp  then  you  might  have  in  ferving  God. 
Mens  Lufts  are  ne? er  at  quiet,  they  are 
Continually  putting  you  on  Service,  they 
are  ftill  driving  and  dragging  Men  head- 
long, hurrying  them  to  and  fro,  and 
they  cannot  get  reft  ;  what  is  the  Caoie 
of  all  the  Difquiet,  Diforder,  Confufion, 
Trouble  and  Wars  in  the  World?  From 
whence  do  Contention/  artfe  t  Come  tbey 
not  hence,  ( faith  James  iv.  i.)  even  of 
the  Luffs  that  War  in  our  Members,  It 
is  thefe  that  trouble  the  World,  and  thefe 
are  theTroublcrsof  Jjraefs  Peace,  thefe 
take  away  both  inward  Peace,  doraeftick 
Feace,  and  national  Peace  ;  Thefe  Lufts, 
Covetoufnefe,  Ambition,  Pride,  Faffion, 
Self-love,  and  iuch  like  ;  do  fet  Ninon 
againft  Nation,  Men  and  Men,  People 
and  People  by  the  Ears,  Thele  multiply 
Bufineifes  beyond  Neceflity  ;  thefe  mul- 
tiply Cares  without  Profit*  and  fo  bring 
fcrth  Vexation  and  Torment  If  a  Man 
had  his  Lulls  fubdued,  and  his  Affections 
compofed  unto  Moderation  and  Sobriety, 
O  what  a  Multitude  of  noilbm  and  hurt- 
ful Cares  ihould  he  then  be  freed  from, 
what  a  fweet  Calmaefs  mould  poitefs  that 
Spirit.  Will  yon  be  perfwaded  of  it, 
Beloved  in  the  Lord,  that  it  were  eauer 
to  frrve  the  Lord,  than  to  krve  your 
Lufb,  that  they  ooft  you  rnote  Labour, 
Difquiet,  Perplexity,  and  Sorrow,  tbn 
the  Lord's  Service  will ;  that  fo  you  may 
weary  of  fuch  Matters,  and  groan  10  be 
from  under  fuch  a  Law  of  Sin. 

But,  if  that  will  not  iyffice  to  perfwade 
you,  then  confider,  in  rhe  next  Rcom,  if 
you  will  needs  Juve  a  taw  ot  Sio,  you 


muft  needs  be  fubjeft  to  a  Law  of  Death ; 

if  you  will  not  be  perfwaded  td  quite  the 
Service  of  Sin,  then  tell  me,  what  think 
you  of  your  Wages  ?  <Tbe  Wages  of 
Sin  is  heath,  that  you  may  certain]/ 
eipecl  *  and  can  you  look  and  long 
forfuch  Wages?  God  hath  joined  thefe 
together,  by  a  perpetual  Ordinance,  they 
come  in  the  World  together,  Sin  enter- 
ed, and  Death  by  Sin,  and  they  have 
gone  Hand  in  Hand  together  fince  :  And 
think  you  to  diflblve  whatGod  hath  join- 
ed t  Before  you  go  further ,  and  obey 
Sin  more,  think,  I  pray  you,  what  it  can 
give  you,  what  drnh  it  give  you  for  the 
prefent  ?  but  much  Pain  and  Toy],  and 
VexauoQj  in  Head  of  promifed  Pleafiire, 
and  Satisfaction,  Sin  doth  wir*  all  Men, 
as  the  Devil  doth  with  fome  of  his  fworn 
Vaffals,  and  Servants,  they  have  a  poor 
wretched  Life  with  him,  they  are  wearied 
and  troubled*  to  fatisfy  all  his  unreaibnable 
and  imperious  Commands ;  he  loadens 
them  with  bafe  Service,  and  they  are  ftill 
kept  in  Expectation  of  fome  great  Re- 
ward, but  for  the  prefent,  they  have  no- 
thing but  Mifery  and  Trouble ;  and  at 
length,  he  becomes  the  Executioner,  and 
perpetual  Tormenter  of  them  whom  he 
made  to  ferve  him  ;  fuch  a  Matter  is  Sin, 
and  fuch  Wages  you  may  expetf:  Coo- 
fjder  then,  what  your  Eapeftadon  is,  be- 
fore you  so  on,  or  engage  further,  Death. 
We  are  -under  a  Law  of  bodily  Death, 
therelore,  we  are  mortal ;  our  Houfe  is 
like  a  ruinous  Lodge,  that  props  through, 
i:id  one  Day  or  other  it  muft  fall .  Sin 
ruth  brought  in  the  Seeds  cf  Corruption  in 
Mens  Nature,  which  duToIves  k,  elfe  it 
had  bpen  immortal:  But,  tlicre  is  a  worfe . 
Death  after  this,  a  living  Death,  in  re-v 
ipeft  of  wnich,  fimple  Death,  would  be 
choftn  rather  ;  Men  will  rather  live  very 
miiu  ally  tbaa  die.  Nature  hath  ao  Aver* 
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fition  of  it,  Skin  for  Skin,  and  all  far 
Life  will  a  Man  give :  Death  imports  a 
Definition  of  Being,  which  every  Thing 
aaturaily  fceks  to  preferve.  But  O !  what 
a  dreadful  Life  is  it,  worfe  than  Death, 
when  Men  will  chofe  Death  rather  than 
life?  Of  how  terrible  will  it  be,  to 
hear  that  Word,  Hills  and  Mountains, 
fall  on  us,  and  cover  us.  *Men  newly 
rifeh,  their  Bodies  and  Souls  meet  again, 
after  a  long  Separation,  aid  this  to  be 
their  mutual  Entertainment  one  to  ano- , 
ther,  the  Body  to  wiih  it  were  jftill  in  the 
Dull,  and  the  Soul  to  defire  it  might  ne- 
Ter  be  in  ^the  Body :  Surely,  if  we  had  lb 
much  Grace  as  to  believe  this,  and  tremble 
at  it,  before  we  be  forced  to  aft  it,  there 
were  fome  Hope ;  if  we  could  perfwade 
Our  felves  once  of  this,  that  the  Ways  of 
Sin,  all  of  them,  how  pleafam,  how  pro- 
fitable foever,  whatfoever  Gain  they  bring 
in,  whatfoever  Satisfaction  they  give,  that 
they  are  nothing  eife,  but  the  Ways  of 
Death,  and  go  down  to  the  Chambers  of 
Hell,  that  they  will  delude  and  deceive 
us,  and  fo  in  end  deftroy  us ;  If  we  might 
once  believe  this  with  our  Heart,  there 
(  Were  fome  Hope  that  we  would  break  off 
from  them,  and  choofe  the  untroden  Paths 
of  Godlinefs,  which  are  Pleafantnefs  ajd 
Peace.  However,  this  is  the  Condition 
of  all  Men,  once  to  be  under  Sin,  and 
under  a  Sentence  of  Death  for  Sin :  Tis 
the  Unbelief  of  this,  $nd  a  Conceit  of 
Freedom,  that  fecurely  and  Certainly  de* 
ftroys  the  World,  by  keeping  Souls  from 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  Prince  of  Life. 

But  there  is  a  Delivery,  and  that  is  the 
"  Thing  exprefled  in  the  Words,  there  is 
Freedom  from  both  attainable ;  and  I 
think,  the  very  hearing  of  fuch  a  Thiiig, 
that  there  is  a  Redemption  from  Sin  and 
Mifery  poflible,  yea,  and  that  fome  are 
actually  delivered  from  it :  This  might 


ftir  up  in  our  Heart*,  fome  holy  Aaibi- 
tion,  and  earneft  Defire  after  fuch  a  Staie ; 
how  might  k  awake  our  Hearts  after  it : 
But  this  is  the  Wofutaefs  of  a  natural  Con- 
dition, that  a  Soul  under  the  Power  of 
Sin,  can  neither  help  h  fe\£t  nor  rightly 
defire  Help  from  another,  becaufe  the 
Will  is  capdve  too  ;  this  makes  it  a  very 
defperat^  and  remedilefs  Bufmefs  to  any 
humane  Expectation;  becaufe  fuch  a  Soul 
is  well  pleafed  with  its  own  Fetters,  *nd 
loves  its  own  Prifon,  and  fo  can  neither 
long  for  Freedom,  nor  welcome  the  Sex 
who  is  come  to  roAt  free.  But  yet. 
there  is  a  Freedom  and  Delivery,  and  if 
ye  ask  who  are  Partakers  of  it,  the  Text 
declares  it  to  you,  even  theft  who  are  in 
Jefus  Cbriff,  and  walk  according  to  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift.  Thefe  all,  and  thefe  pa< 
ly,  who  finding  themielves  dead  in  Sins 
and  Vrejpaffes,  under  the  Power  and 
Dominion  of  Sin,  and  likewife  under  the 
Sentence  of  Death  and  Condemnation,  be- 
gin to  lift  up  their  Heads*  upon  the  Hope 
of  a  Saviour,  and  to  look  unto  their  Re* 
deemed,  as  poor  Prifonersi '.whole  Eyes 
and  Looks  are  ftrong  Intreaties,  and  in- 
ftead  of  many  Requefts ;  (iich  as  give  an 
intire  Renounce  unto  their  former  Ways* 
ahd  prevailing  Lufts,  and  give  up  them- 
felves  in  Testimony  of  their  Senfe  of  his 
unfpeakable  Favour  of  Redemption,  to  be 
wholly  his,  and  not  their  own.  There  are 
fome  Souls  who  are  free  from  the  Domini- 
on of  Sin,  and  from  the  Danger  of  Death, 
fome  who  were  once  led  about  wiih 
divers  Lufts*  as  wed  u  others,  who 
walked  after  the  Courfe  of  this  World* 
and  Jul  filled  the  Defres  of  the,  Flejhw 
and  were  Children  of  Wrath  as  well  - 
as  others ;  hut  now  they  are  quickned 
in  Cbrifi  Jefus,  and  have  abandoned  their 
former  Way ;  they  have  another  Rule, 
aaother  Way,  other  Principles,  their  Study 
'     C  c  1  i» 
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is  now  to  pleafe  God,  and  grow  in  Holi- 
ness; the  Ways  they  delighted  in,  in  for* 
rner  Times,  are  now  loathfcme  ;  they 
think  that  a  filthy  Puddle,  which  they 
drank  greedily  of;  and  now  'us  all*  or 
their  chiefeft  Grief  and  Burden,  that  fo 
much  of  that  old  Man*  rauft  be  carried 
about  with  them*  and  fo  this  eiprefleth 
many  Groans  from  them  with  PauIJFot 
is  met  miferable  Man*  who  jball  deli- 
ver me  *  Such  Souls  are,  in  a  manner 
( to  fpeak  fo  )  half  redeemed,  who  being 
made  fenfible  of  their  Bondage*  groan 
and  pant  for  a  Redeemer :  The  Day  of 
their  compleat  Redemption  is  at  Hand, 
all  of  you  are  WunelTes  of  this,  that  there 
are  fome  thus  freed,  but  they  are  Signs 
and  Wonders  indeed  to  the  World  ;  their 
Kinftnen.  their  Acquaintance,  their  Friends 
and  Neighbours  wonder  what  is  become 
of  them,  they  think  it  ftrange  they  walk 
not,  and  run  not  into,  that  fame  Excefs 
of  riot  with  them.  But  whofoerer  thou  an* 
that  is  eJcaped  from  under  the  Slavery  of 
Sin,  wonder  at  the  World,  that  doth  run 
fc  madly  on  their  own  Deftrutfion,  think 
it  flrange  that  thou  ran  fo  long  with  them, 
aad  that  ail  will  not  run  in  thefe  pleafant 
Ways  with  thee;  think  it  Orange,  that 
thou  runs  fo  flowiy,  when  fo  great  a  Prize 


is  to  be  obtained,  an  immortal  and  never 
fading  Crown.     If  mortifying  and  cruci- 
fying the  Lufts  of  the  Flefb,  if  dying  to 
the    World,  and  to  thy  Je,lf,  feem  very 
hard  and  unpleasant  to  thee,  if  it  be  as  tbe 
plucking  out  of  thine  Eye,and  anting- off 
tbine  Hand ;  know  then,  that  Corrupti- 
on is  much  a  lire  yet.  and  hath  much 
Power  in  ihee ;   but  remember,  that  if 
thou  can  hive  but  fo  much  Gracer  and 
Refolution,   as  to  kill  and  c  ruckle  theft 
Lufts,  without  fooliih  and  hurtful  Pity,. 
if  thou  canfl  attain  that  Victory  orer  thy 
felf,  thou  (hall  never  be  a  Loftr,  thou 
cannot  repent  it  afterward:  To  die  to  our 
felves  and  the  World,  to  kill,  Sin  within  r 
0 1  that  makes  way  toa  life  hid  from  the 
World,  one  Hour  whereof  is  better  than* 
many  Ages  in  fmful   Fieafure:  Quicken 
thy  felf  often  with  this  Thought,  that 
there  is  a  true  Life  after  iijch  a  Death,  and 
that  thou  canft  not  pais  into  it,  but  by  the 
Valley  of  the   Death  of  thy  Lufts;  re- 
member, that  thou  doft  but  kill  thine  En- 
emies, which  embrace,   that  they-   may 
ftrangle  thee  ;  and  then  ffir  up  your  felf 
with  this  Confideration,  the  life  of  Sin. 
will  be  thy  Death :  Better  enter  Heaven^, 
without  thefe  Lufh,  than  go  to  Hell  with: 
them. 
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Yerf.  *.  For  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in  Jefus  Chrifi\ 
hath  made  me  freer  from  the  Law  efSin  and  'Death. 

THat  which  makes  the  Delivery  of  Men  -Nature,  is,  that  Sinners  have  given  up 
from  the  Tyranny rifSin  and  Death,    themfelve$-unto  it,  asif  it  were  truly  Li- 
■o&difficult,.  and  utterly  imgofliMewm)    beny,  that  the  Will  and  AfieftionsofMen- 
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are  conquered,  and  Sin  hath  its  imperial 
Throne  felted  there  :  Other  Conquerors 
invade  Men  again  ft  ijveir  Will,  and  fo 
they  rule  againrt  their  Will  ;  they  con* 
tain  Men  in  Subjection  by  Fear,  and  not 
by  Love ;  and  fo  when  ever  any  Occafion 
oilers,  they  are  glad  10  cut  off  the  Yoke  of 
unwilling  Obedience.  Bur,  Sin  hath  fir  ft 
conquered  Mens  Judgment,  by  blinding 
it,  putting  out  the  Eye*  of  the  Underftand- 
i»g»  and  then  invaded  the  Affections  ol 
Men,  drawn  them  over  to  its  Side,  and 
by  thefe,  it  keeps  all  in  a  meft  willing 
Obedience  *  N  o w ,  w  hat  Hopes  a  re  t  he  re 
then  of  Delivery,  when  the  Fii 'oner 
accounts  his  Bondage  Liberty,  and  his 
Frifon  a  Palace  ;  what  Expectation  of 
Freedom,  when  all  that  is  within  us  con- 
fpires  to  the  upholding  that  t yrranous  Do- 
minion of  Sin,  againft  all  that  would  caft 
it  of  its  Ufurpation,  as  if  they  were  mor- 
tal Enemies  > 

Yet  there  is  a  Delivery  pollibie,  bur 
fach  as  would  not  have  entered  in  the 
Heart  of  Man  to  imagine,  and  it  is  here 
exprefled,  Tie  Law  of  the  Spirit  oj 
Life,  &c,This  declares  how,  and  by  what 
Means  we  may  be  made  free  i  Not  in- 
deed by  any  Power  within  us,  not  by  any 
cneated  Power  without  us*  Sin  is  ftrong- 
er  shin  all  ihefe,  becaufe  jis  imperial  Seat 
is  within,  far  without  the  reach  of  all  cre- 
ated Power;  there  may  be  fome  Means 
ufed  by  Men,  to  beat  it  out  of  the  Out- 
works of  the  outward  Man,  to  chofe  ir  out 
of  the  external  Members ;  fomeMeansto 
retrain  it  from  fuch  grofs  Out -breakings, 
but  there  is  none  can  lay  Siege  to  the  Soul 
within,  or  ftorm  the  Undemanding  and 
Will,  where  it  hathits  principal  Refidence, 
'tis  inacceflible,  and  impregnable  by  any 
human  Power  :  No  Intreaties  or  Ferfwa- 
fjons,  no  Terrors  or  Threimings  can 
pemi),  it  can  neither  be  ftormed  by  Vio- 


lence, nor  undermined  by  Stilt  be- 
cause it  is  within  the  Spirit  nf  the  Mind  : 
Until  at  length  fome  other  Spirit  ftronger 
than  our  Spirit  come;  till  the  Spirit  of 
Life  which  is  in  Chrift,  conte  and  bind 
the  ftrong  Man,  and  fo  make  the  poor 
Soul  free.  You  heard  that  we  were  un- 
der a  Law  of  Death,  and  under  rbe  Power 
of  Sin  ;  now  there  is  another  Law,  an- 
fwering  this  Law,  and  a  Power  to  over- 
come ihis  Power.  You  may  indeed  ask,, 
by  what  Law  or  Authority  can  a  Sin- 
ner that  is  bound  over  by  Gods  Juftsce* 
unto  Death  arid  Condemnation  be  re  leafed? 
Is  there  any  Law  above  God's  Law,  md 
the  Sentence  of  his  Juftke  ?  The  Apoftle 
anfwers,  that  there  is  a  Law  above  it,  a 
Law  after  it,  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of 
Lift.  Jefus  Chrift  oppofes  Law  unto 
Law,  the  Law  of  Life  unto  the  Law  of 
Death;  the  Gofpel  imro  the  Law,  the  fe- 
cond  Covenant  onto  the  flrfL  Thus  it  is 
chent  Jefus  Cbrift,  the  eternal  Son  of 
GW,  full  of  Grate  and  1rutbt  did 
come  in  Man's  Head,  when  the  Law 
and  Sentence  of  Death  was  paft  upon  all 
Mankind,  and  there  was  no  Expeclattoa 
from  the  Terms  of  the  fir  ft  Covenant, 
that  there  foouid  be  any  Difpenfatiou  or 
Mitigation  of  the  Rigour  of  it ;  he  ob- 
tains this,  that  ib  many  as  God  had  chofen 
unto  Life,  their  Sins  and  their  Puniinmenc 
might  be  laid  on  him,  and  fo  he  took  Part 
of  our  Flefh,  for  this  End,  that  he  might 
be  made  a  Curfe  for  us,  and  fo  redeem  us 
from  the  Curfe:  Thus  haying  fatisfieJ 
Juftice,  and  fulfilled  the  Sentence  of  Deaih;, 
by  fuffering  Death,// fw  bath  God  exalted 
to  be  a  Prince  and  Saviour,  and  the 
Head  of  afltfhirgf ,  fa  Compenfation 
of  this  great  and  weighty  Work  given  him 
by  his  Father.,  ^itl  Judgment  u  com- 
mitted to  bim,  and  to  he  fends  out  and 
proclaims  another  Law  in  tion  ;  another 
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Sentence,  even  of  Life  and  Abfclurion  un- 
to all,  and  upon  all  ihem  that  jbatt  beifcve 
m  bis  Name,     Thus  you  fee  the  Law  of 
Death  abrogated  by  a  Dew  Law  of  Life, 
beeaufeour  Lord  and  Saviour  was  made 
under  ihe  Law  of  Death,  and  fuffered  un- 
der it,  and  latisfted  it,  that  all  his  Seed  might 
be  freed  from  it,  and  might  come  under  a 
Life-giving  Law ;  fo  that  it  appears  to  be 
true,  that  was  faid  at   firft,  There  if  no 
Condcpin&tion  to  them  that  &re  in  Cbrifl, 
there  is  no  Law,  no  Juftice  again  rt  them. 
Bui  then  another  Difficulty  as  great  as 
ihe  former,  is  in  the  Way,  though  fuch  a 
Law  and  Sentence  of  Lite  and  Abfolution 
be  pronounced  in  the  Gofpel*  in  Chrift*s 
Name,  yet  we  are  dead  in  Sins  and 
SreJpajfeJ,  we  neither  know  nor  feel  our 
Milliy,  nor  can  we  come  to  a  Redeemer: 
As  there  was  a  Law  of  Deaih  above  oui 
Head,  lb  there  is  a  Law  of  Sin  within  our 
Hearts,  which  rules  and  commands  us ; 
?n.1  there  is  neither  Will  nor  Ability  to 
efcape  fromunder  it.     his  true,  Life  and 
Freedom  is  preached  in  Chrift,  to  all  that 
come  to  him  tor  Life,  to  all  that  renounce 
Sins  Dominion    is   Remiflion   of  Sin 
preached  :  But  here  is  the  greateft  Diffi- 
culty, how  can  a  dead  Soul  flir,  rife  and 
walk?  How  can  a  Slave  to  Sin,  aiid  a  wil- 
ling Captive  renounce  it,  when  he  hath 
neither  to  will  nor   to  do  ?  Indeed  if  all 
had  been  purchased  for  us,  if  eternal  life 
and  Forgiveoefs  of  Sins  had  been  brought 
near  us,  and  all  the  Buiinefs  done  to  our 
Confent,  and  that  only   warning*  ifthefe 
had  been  the  Terms,  I    have  purtbafed 
Life,  now    rife  and  embrace  it  of  your 
felves  ;  truly,  it  hid  been  an  unfuccefsful 
Bufmcfs,  Chrift  had  loll  all  that  was  given 
lim,  if  ihe  Moment  and  Weight  of  our 
$ Jvation  had  been  hung  upon  our  Accep* 
ttticp.    Therefore,  it  is  well  provided  for 


overcome  this  Fewer,  a  Spirit  of  Life  in 
Chrift  to  quicken  dead  Sinners,  and  raife 
them  up,  and  draw  them  to  him.     And 
fc,  the  fecond  A£am  hath  this  Frerog** 
tive  beyond  the  rlrft,  that  he  is  not  only 
a  living  Soul   in  himfelf,  but  a  quickning 
Spirit  to  all  that  are  given  him  of  the  Fa- 
ther, \    Cor.  iv,  4j,  So  then,  as  Chriir. 
Jefus  hath  Law  and  Right  on  his  Side,  to 
free  us  from  Death,  Yo  he  hath  Venue  and 
Power  in  him  to  accomplish  our  Delivery 
fromSin;  Ashe  hathfair  Law  to  loofe  the 
Chains  of  Condemnation,  and  to   repeal 
the  Sentence  pall  againft  us,  without  Pre- 
judice to  Gods  Jultice,  he  having  fully 
fattsried  the  fame  in  our  Name  ;  lb  he 
hath  fijfficient  Power  given  him,  to  loofe 
the  Fetters  of  Sin  from  off"  us.    When  he 
hath  pay'd  the  Fricet  and  fatisfied  the  Fa- 
therf  fo  that  Juftice  can  crave  nothings 
Vet,  he  hath  one  Adverfary  to  deal  with, 
Satan  hath  Sinners  bound  with  the  Cords 
of  their  own  Lofts,  in  a  Prifon  of  Dark- 
nefs,  and  Unbelief;  jefus  Chrift  therefore 
comts  out  to  conquer  this  Enemy,  and 
to  redeem  his  eieft  Ones,  from  that  un- 
juft  Ufurpadon  of  Sin,  to  bring  thetn  out 
of  the  Prifcn  by  the  ftrong  Hand;  and 
therefore,  he  is  one  mighty,  and  able  to 
fave  to  the  uttermoft,  he  hath  Might  to 
doit,  as  well  as  R<ght  to  it. 

Confider  then,  my  Beloved,  thefe  two 
Things,  which  are  the  Breads  of  our 
Confolation,  and  the  Foundation  of  our 
Hope  ;  we  are  once  loft  and  utterly  un- 
done, both  in  regard  of  God's  Juftice. 
and  our  own  utter  Inability  to  help  our 
felves,  which  is  frrengthned  by  our  Un* 
willingnefs,  arid  thus  made  a  more  defpe- 
rate  Buiinefs ;  Now  God  hath  provded 
a  iuitable  Remedy,  be  hath  faid  Help  on 
one  that  is  mighty  indeed,  who  hath  Al- 
mighty Power,  and  by  his  Power  he  rlrft 


this  alio,  that  there  mouki  be  a  Power  to  |  coarli&ed  with  the  Ptirufhmem  of  our  Sins, 
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and  with  his  Father's  Wrath,  and  hath 
overcome,  discharged  and  fads/led  that, 
and  (a  hath  purchrfed  a  Right  unto  us,  to 
give  Salvation  to  whom  he  will  1  he  con- 
quered, and  by  his  Power  obtains  this  fu- 
pream  Authority  of  Life  and  Death, 

Now,  having  this  Authority  eftabliihcd 
in  his  Ferfbn,  the  next  Work  is  to  apply 
this  Purchafe,  actually  to  confer  this  Life ; 
aod  therefore,  he  hath  Almighty  Power 
to  raife  up  dead  Sinners,  to  erf  ate  u  f  a* 
gain  to  good  Works*  to  redeem  us  from 
the  Tyranny  of  Skn  and  Satan,  whofe 
Slaves  we  are.  He  hath  a  Spirit  of  Life. 
which  he  communicates  to  his  Seed,  he 
breathes  it  into  thefe  Souls  that  he  died  for, 
and  difpoflefteth  that  powerful  Corruption 
that  dwells  in  us.  Hence  it  comes  to  pals, 
that  they  *watk  after  the  Spirit*  though 
they  be  in  the  Ftefli  i  becaufe  the  power- 
ful Spirit  of  Chrift  hath  entred,  and  tak- 
en Poneftion  of  their  Spirits,  JJa.  ii*. 
so,  St* 

Let  us  not  be  diitouraged  in  our  Ap- 
prebenfions  'of  Chrift,  when  we  look  on 
our  ruinous  and  defperate  Eftate,  let  us 
not  conclude,  it  is  paft  Hope,  and  paft  his 
Help  too.  We  du  proclaim  in  the  Name  of 
Jefus  Chrifr,  that  there  is  no  Shiner,  how- 
foever  juflJy  under  a  Sentence  of  Death 
2nd  Damnation,  but  they  may  in  him  find 
a  Relaxation  from  that  Sentence,  and  that 
without  the  impairing  of  God's  JuiTice, 
and  this  is  a  marvelous  Ground  of  Com- 
fort, that  may  efhblifli  our  Souls,  1  John 
L  9,  even  this,  that  Law -and  Juftice  is 
upon  Chriff  s  Side,  and  nothing  to  accufe, 
er  plead  againft  a  Sinner,  that  imploys 
him  for  his  Advocate.  But,  know  this 
alfo,  that  you  are  not  delivered  from 
Death*  that  you  may  live  uaderSin  ;  nay„ 
you  axe  redeemed  from  Death,  that  you 
may  be  freed  from  the  Law  of  Sin,  but 


that  muftbedone  by  his  Almighty  Spirit, 
and  cannot  be  otoerways  dene. 

I  know  not  whether  of  theie  is  Mat- 
ter of  greateft  Comfort,  that  t^ere  is  in 
Chrift,  a  Redemption  from  the  VVfith  of 
God,  and  from  Hell,  and  that  there  is  a 
Redemption  too,  from  Sin,  and  Corrup- 
tion which  dwells  within  us ;  bin  fure  I 
am,  borlj  of  them  will  be  molt  fweet  and 
Comfortable  to  a  Believer,  and  without 
both,  Chrift  were  nm  a  compleat  Re- 
deemer, nor  we  compfeatly  redeemed. 
Neither  would  a  believing  Soul,  in  whLh 
there  is  any  meafure  of  this  new  Law,  and 
divine  Lire,  be  fa tisfieU  without  both  'hefe* 
Many  are  miferably  deluded  in  their  Ap- 
pretentions  of  the  Gofpel,  they  take  it  up 
thus,as  if  it  were  nothing  but  a  Proclamati- 
on of  Freedom  from  Mifery,  from  Death 
and  Damnation,  and  fo  t^e  moil  Part 
catch  at  nothing  elfe  in  it,  and  from  thence 
takes  liberty  to  walk  after  their  former 
Lufts  and  Courfes ;  this  is  the  wofuj  prac- 
tical Ufe,  that  the  generality  of  Hearers., 
make  of  the  free  Intimation  of  Pardon, 
and  Forgivennefs  of  Sin,  and  Delivery 
from  Wrath;  they  admit  fame  general 
Notion  of  that,  and  /tops  there,  and  ex- 
amines not  what  further  is  in  the  Gofpek 
and  fo  you  will  fte  the  Slaves  of  Sin,  pro- 
feflmg  a  kind  of  Hope  of  Freedom  fron> 
Death,  the  Servants  and  Vafiais  of  Cor* 
ruption,  who  walk  after  the  Courfe  of  this 
World,  and  fulfill  the  Lulls,  aod  Defires 
of  their  Mind  and  Flefti,  yet  fancying  a 
Freedom  and  Immnuniiy  from  Condemna- 
tion, Men  living  in  Sin,  yet  thinking  of 
efcaping  Wrath,  which  Dreams  could  not 
be  entertained  in  Men,  ft" they  did  drink 
in  all  the  TWi,  and  open  both  their  Ears 
to  the  Gofpel,  if  our  Spirits  were  not  nar- 
row and  limited,  and  fo  excluded  the  one 
half  of  the  Gofpel,  that  is,  our  Redempti- 
on 
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tioa  from  N  Sin.    There  is  too  much  of 
'  this,  even  among -the -Children  of  God, 
i  ftrange -Narrownefr  of  Spirit,  which  ad- 
"  mits  not  whole  and  inrire  Truth ;  it  falls 
out  often,  that  when  we  chink  of  Delivery 
from  Death  and  Wrath,  we  forget  in  die 
\  mean  Time  the  End  and  Purpofe  of  that, 
which  is,  that  we  may  be  freed  from  Sin, 
Andferve  the  living  God  without  fear. 
And  if  a^  any  Time  we  conGder,  and  bufy 
bur  Thoughts  about  Freedom  s  from  the 
Law  of  Sin,  and  Victory  over  Corrupti- 
'  on ;  fuch  is  the  Scantiness  of  Room  and 
Capacity  in  our  Spirits,  that  we  lofe  the 
Remembrance  of  Delivery  from  Death, 
and  Condemnation,  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  thus 
we  are  tofled  between  two  Extreams,  the 
Quick-finds  of  Preemption  and  Wanton* 
nefs,  and  the  Rocks  of  Unbelief  and  Def 
pair,  or  Difcouragement,  both  of  which, 
do  kill  the  Chriftian'sLife,  and  make  all  to 
fide  and  wither.    But  this  werejhe  Way, 
and  only  Way,  to  preferve  the^Soul  in 
.good  Eafe,  even  to  keep  thefe  fwocon- 
*  tinually  in  our  Sight,  that  we  are  redeem- 
ed from  Death  and  Mifery  ih  Chrift^and 
that  not  to  ferve  our  lelves,  or  to  continue 
in  our  Sins,  but  that  we  may  be  redeem- 
ed from  that  Sin,  that  dwells  in  us,  and 
that  both  thefe  are  purchased  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  done  by  his  Power ;  the  one 
in  his  own  Perfon,  the  other  by  his  Spirit 
within  us.    I  would  have  you  correcting 
jour  Mifapprehenfions  of  the  Gofpel:  Do 
not  fo  much  look  on  Viftory  and  Free- 
dom from  Sin,  as  a  Duty  and  Task,  though 
we  be  infinitely  bound  to  it ;  but  rather  as 
.a  Privilege  and  Dignity  conferred  upon  us 
by  Chrift :  Look  not  upon  it,  I  fay,  only 
as  your  Duty,  as  many  do ;  and  by  this 
Means  are  dUcouraged  from  the  Sight  of 
jbeir  own  Infirmity  and  Weaknefi,  as  be* 
ing  too  weak  for  fuch  a  ftrone  Party :  But 
look  upon  it  as  the  one  Juu%  and  greater 


half  of  .the  Beoefit  conferred  by  Chrifts 
Death,  as  the  greater  Hilf  of  the  Re- 
demption which  the  Redeemer  by  his 
Office  u  bound  to  accomplifti:  He  will 
redeem  Ifrael  from  all  bis  Iniquities; 
with  bim  is  plenteous  Redemption,  PfcJ. 
cxxi.  7,  8.  -This  is  the  Plenty,  this  is  the 
Sufficiency  of  it,  that  he  redeems  not  only 
from  Mifery,  but  from  Iniquity,  and  that, 
all  Iniquities.    I  would  not  deftre  a  Be- 
liever's Sou^o  be  in  a  better  Pofture  here- 
away, than  this,  to  be  looking  upon  Sin 
in  dwelling,  as  his  Bondage,  and  Redemp- 
tion from  it,  as  Freedom;   to  "account 
himfelf  in  fo  far  free,  as  the  free  Spirit  of 
Chrift  enters  and  writes  that  free  Law  of 
Love  and  Obedience  In  his  Heart,  and 
bolts,  out  thefe  bafe  Charafters  of  the  Law 
of  Suu    It  were  a  good  Temper  to  be 
Groaning  for  the  Redemption  of  the  Soul ; 
and  why  doth  a  Believer  groan  for  the 
Redemption  of  the  Body,  but  becauie  he 
Iball  then  be  freed  wholly  from  the  Law 
of  Sin,  and  from  the  Prefence  of  Sin  ?    I 
know  not  a  greater  Argument,  to  a  gra- 
cious Heart,  to  fubdue  his  Corruption, 
aod  ftrive  for  Freedom  from  the  Law  of 
Sin,  than  the  Freedom  obtained  from  the 
Law  of  Death ;  nor  is  there  any  clear* 
er  Argument  and  Evidence  of  a  Soul  de- 
livered from  Death,  than  to  ftrive  for  the 
Freedom  of  the  Spirit  from  the  Law  of 
Sin,  thefe  jointly  help  one  another  ^Free- 
dom from  Death,  will  raifc  up  a  Chriftj. 
an*s  Heart  to  afptre  to  a  Freedom  and  Li- 
berty from  Sin;  And  again,  Freedom  from 
Sin  will  witnefi  and  evidence  that  fuch 
a  one  is  delivered  from  Death.    When 
Freedom  from  Death  is  an  Inducement 
toieek  after  Freedom  from  Sin,  and  Free- 
dom from  Sin  a  Declaration  of  Freedom 
from  Death,  then  all  is  well ;  and  indeed 
thus  it  will  be  in  forae  Meafure  with  & 
very  Soul  that  is  qukkned  by  this  new 

Law 
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JLaw.of  the  Spirit  of  Life,  for  'tis  the  Entry 
of  this  that  eipclis  its  contrary,  the  Law 
of  Sin.  And  indeed  the  Law  muft  enter, 
Ae  Command  and  the  Fromife  muft  en- 
ter into  the  Soul,  and  the  Affe&ions  of 
die  Soul  be  enlivened  thereby,  or  rather 
the  Soul  changed  into  the  Similitude  of  that 
Mold,  or  elie  the  baying  of  it  in  a  Book, 
jot  uv  One's  Memory  and  Understanding, 
will  neyer  make  him  the  richer  or  freer. 
AChriftan  looks  to  the  Pattern  of  the 
Law,  and  the  Word  of  the  Gofpel  with- 
out; but  he  muft  be  changed  into  the  I* 
jnag^of  ir,  by  beholding  it ;  aodfo.be  be- 
comes a  living  Law  to  hirafelf.  The 
Spirit  writes  thefe  Precepts  and  Practices 
of  drift's,  in  which  he  commands  lost* 
tation,  upcm  the  fltjbly  Tables  of  tbe 


Hearti  And  now  the  Law  is  not  a  Rod 
above  his  Head,  as  above  aSIave  t  but  it  i1 
turned  in  a  Law  of  Love  within  his  Heart, 
and  hath  ibmething  like  a  natural  InfHnft 
in  it :  AH  that  Men  carvdo,  either  to  them- 
felves,  or  others,  will  not  purchafc  the 
lead  Meafiire  of  Freedom  from  predomi- 
naat  Corruptions,  cannot  deliver  you  from  ' 
your  Sins,  till  this  free  Spirit  thatA/#w 
where  he  pteqfes,  come.  Tfaouf  hit  to 
hoife  up  Sails,  and  wait  for  the  WimU 
to  ufe  Means,  arid  wait  on  him  in  his  Way- , 
and  Order  :  But  all  will  be  in  vain,  til 
this  ftronger  One  come,  and  cafi  math* 
ftrong  Man,  rill  this  arbitrary  and  free 
Wind  blow  from  Heaven,  and  fill  the 
Sails. 
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Vert.  3.  For  what  the  Lata  could  not  do*  in  that  it  was 
weak  through  the  Ftyh%  God/ending  his  own  Son  in  the 
LikenefsoffinfMl  Flejh,  and  fir  Sin  condemned  Sin  in  the 


fpecial  u*  this  Expreflion,  importing  fiyae 
peculiar  Eicellency  in  the  Work  irfeiC 
or  fome  fpecial  Depth  of  Defign  about  it. 
But  what  think  you  of  this  Confutation 
let  one  of  us  be  made  Man,  after  Man's 
Image  and  Likeneft,  that  muft  be  a  flraage 
Piece  of  Wifdom  and  Grace  :  Great  u 
tbe  Mtfery  of  GidHnefs.  God  mat** 
felted  in  tbe  ftejb.  No^Wonder  though 
ifeu/cryedout,  asonefwallowedupwidi 
thisMyftery;  for  indeed  it  muft  be  feme 
odd  Matter,  te>ond  aU  fes  i*  to  ** 
Dd  '    Cm* 


TH  E  greateft  Defign  that  ever  God 
had  in  ^eWorld,  is  certainly 
Ae  fending  of  his  own  Son  into  the 
World  ;  and  it  muft  needs  be  fome 
great  Bufinefi,  that  drew  lb  excel- 
lent and  glorious  a  Perfon  out  of  Hea- 
ven: The  Plot  and  Contrivance  of 
the  World  was  a  profound  Piece  of  Wif- 
dom and  Goodneft  ;  the  making  of  Men 
after  God  s  Image,  was  done  by  a  high 
and  glorious  Coqnfel,  Let  us  make  Man 
after  our  Image  \  there  was&mcthing 
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Creation,  wherein  there  ire  many  MyP 
series,  able  to  fvVallow  up  any  Under- 
Handing,  butthat  in  which  they  were  firft 
formed.  This  muft  be  the  Chief  of  the 
Wbrts  of  God,  the  rareft  Piece  of  them 
all*  God  to  became  Man,  the  Creator  of 
all,  to  come  in  tbe.Likencfs  of  a  Crea- 
ture* He.  by  whom  all  Things  were  creat- 
ed, and  do  yet  confift,  to  come  in  the 
likenefi  of  the  moil  wretched  of  all. 
Strange,  that  we  do  not  dwell  more,  in  our 
Thoughts  and  Afftftions,  on  this  Subjedt : 
Ether  we  do  not  believe  it,  or  if  we  did* 
we  could  not  but  be  raviftied  with  Adrok 
ration  at  it.  John  the  belored  Difr<  te, 
who  was  often  neareft  unto  Chrift,  dwelt 
moft  upon  this,  and  made  it  the  Subject 
.  of  his  Preaching  ;  that  which  was  from 
the  Bepmtini,  which  we  have  beard, 
and  feen,  and  handled,  &c.  John  i.  i. 
He  fpeaks  of  that  My  (Very,  as  if  he  were 
imbradng  Jefus  Chrift  in  his  Arms,  and 
holding  Mm  out  to  others,  faying,  Come 
and  fee.  This  Divine  Myftery,  is  the 
SubjeA  of  the  fe  Words  read,  but  the  Myf- 
tery is  fome  what  unfolded  and  opened 
up  to  you  in  them*  yetfo,  as  it  will  not 
Aminifo,  but  increafe  the  Wonder  of  a 
believing  Soul.  It  is  Ignorance  that 
magnifies  other  Myfteries,  which  ifilify 
through  Knowledge ;  but  it  is  the  true 
Knowledge  of  this  My  fiery,  that  makes 
if  the  more  wondftr&L ;  whereas  ignorance 
•nly  mates  it  common  and  defpkabJc. 
There  are  three  Things  then  of  fpecial 
Ctafuteration  in  the  Words,  which  may 
declare  and  open  unto  you  fomething  of 
Ah  Myftery: 

Fhfa  What  was  the  Ground  and  Rea- 
ton,  or  OccaTien  of  the>Son's  fending  in- 
to the  Work! .;  next*  What  the  Son,  being 
ftnt#<fidyitheW*rkl:  Andthe  AintFor 
what  End  and  Ufe  it  was.  What  Fruit 
WtiavfrbjK. 


The  Ground  and  Reafon  of  God's 
(ending  his  Son,  is,  becaufe  there*  was  an 
Iinpoffibility  upon  the  Law,  to  fave  Man, 
wMdt  Impoffibility  was  not  the  Law's 
Fault,  but  Man's  Defeft,  by  reafon  of  the 
Weafcnefi,  abd  Impotency  of  our  Flefli, 
to  fulfill  the  Law.  Now,  God  having 
chofen  feme  to  Life,  and  Man  having  put 
this  Obftruftion  and  Impediment  in  his 
own  Way,  which  made  it  impoflible  for 
the  Law  te  give  him  Life,  though  it  was 
firft  giren  out  as  the  Way  of  Life;  there- 
fore, that  God  (hould  not  fail  in  his  glorious 
Defign  of  firing  his  Chofen,  hechoofedto 
fend  his  own  Son,  in  the  Likenefi  of  FJefli, 
as  the  only  Remedy  of  the  LfwYImpoffibr- 
lity.  That  which  Chrift,  being  fen  t  into  the 
Likenefi  ©f  Fleftvdid,  is  rhe  condemning  of 
Sin  in  the-Flefh,  by  a  Sacrifice  offered  for 
Sin ;  even  the  Sacrifice  of  bis  own  Body 
upon  the  Crofs.  He  came  in  the  Likenefi, 
not  of  Flelh  Amply*  for  he  was  really  a 
Man;  but intbe Likenefs of mJ*nfid FJeJb, 
though  without  Sin,  yet  like  a  Sinner ;  as 
to  the  outward  Appearance,  a  Sinner,  be* 
caufe  fubjeft  to  all  thefe  Infirmities  and 
Mtteries,  which  Sin  did  firft  open  a  Door 
for.  Sin  was  the  Inlet  of  Afflictions,  of 
bodily  Infirmities  and .  Neceflhies,  of 
Death  it  fetf ;  and  when  the  Floods  of 
theft  cfid  overflow  ChriiVs  Humane  Na- 
ture, it  was  a  great  Preemption  to  the 
World »  who  look  and  judge  according 
to  the  outward  Appearance,  that  Sin  was 
theSkrice  opened  to  let  in  fuch  an  Inunda- 
tion of  Calamity.  Now  he  being  thus  in 
the  Likenefi  of  a  Sinner  .though  not  a  Sin- 
nes,  he,  jor  Sin,  that  is»  beaufe  of  Sin 
that  had  entered  upon  Man,  and  made 
Life  impoflible  to  him  by  the  Law ;  by 
Occafion  of  that  great  Enemy  of  God 
which  had  conquered  Mankind,  he  con* 
demned  Sin  in  bis  FTeJb,  be  over* 
threw  it  «n  iti  Flea  aod  fewer  jgainil 

us;. 
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us  ;  Ik  condemned,  that  which  condem- 
ned us,  overcame  it  in  Judgment,  and 
mad^.  us  free,  by  fuftaining  the  Curfe 
.  of  it  in  his  Flefh.  he  cut  off  all  its  Plea  a- 
gainft  us.  This  is  the  great  Work  and 
Bufinefs,  which  was  worthy  of  lb  noble  a 
Meflenger,  his  own  Son.fent  to  conquer 
his  greater*  Enemy  that  he  hates  moll. 
And  then  in  the  third  Place,  Vou  fee  what 
Benefit  or  Fruit  redounds  to  us  by  it  : 
What  was  the  End  and  Purpofe  oi  it  ? 
Ffrfe  4.  Ttat  the  Rigbteoufnefs  of  the 
JL&wmigbi  be  fulfilled  in  us ;  that  feeing 
it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  fulfill  the  High 
tfoufiief*  of  the  Law,  and  To  became  im- 
poffible to  the  Law,  to  fulfill  our  Reward 
of  life ;  it  might  be  fulfilled  by  him  in 
our  Name,  and  fo  the  Rigbteoufnefs  of 
the  Law  being  fulfilled  in  us  by  Chrift, 
the  Reward  aifo  of  eternal  Life  might  be 
fulfilled  by  the  Law  to  us ;  he  haying  re- 
snored  the  Impediment  of  our  Weaknefs, 
it  might  tenet  only  poffible,  but  certain 
to  us.  i 

.  You  would  confider  then,  the  Reafon 
of  ChrifYs  coming.    God  made  at  firft  a. 
Covenant  with  Man,  promifing  him  Life, 
upon  perfeft  Obedience  to  his  Law ;  and 
threatning  Death  and  Damnation  upon 
the  Tranfgreffion  thereof.    Youieethen,. 
what  was  the  Way  of  Life  to  Admix  in 
the  State  of  Innocency,  he  was  made  abit 
tofatisfy  ihe  Law  with  Obedience,  and. 
the  Law  was  abundantly  able  to  fttisfy 
bim,  by  giving  Life  unto  him;  God's  1 
mage  upon  Man's  Soulinftru&ed  huafiiffi 
ciently  for  the  one,  and  the  Lord's  Prr> 
tnife  made  to  him,  was  as  fufficientto  ac- 
complifo  the  other;  fo  that  there  was  no- 
ImpoffibiUty  then  upon  the  Law,  by.Rea* 
fon  of  the  Strength  which  God  gave  Min. 
But,  it  continued  not  long  fo,  Sin.  enter* 
iqg  upon  Man,  utterly  di&hled  him,  and 
becaufe   the  Strength  of  that  Covenant 


confided  in  that  mutual  and  joint  Concur* 
renceefGod*  Promife  and  Mans  Obe- 
dience,   this  being    broken,   she    one 
Party  falling  off, -that  Life  and  Salvation 
becomes  impoffible  to  the  Promife  alone* 
to  perform.    It  is  Sin  that  is  the  Weak- 
ness and  Impotency  of  Man ;  this  is  the 
Diieafe  hath  confumed  his  Strength,  an  J 
'concluded  Man  under  a  two  fold  lrapo£ 
libility ;  an  ImpofTibility  to  famfy  the  Curfiw 
and  an  Impoffibility  to  obey  the  Command. 
There  are  three  Things  in  the  Covenant 
of  Works,  A  Command  of  Obedience,  and 
a  Threatning  of  Wrath  and  Condemn* 
tion  upon  Difbbedtence,  and  a  Prgmifcof 
Life  upon  Obedience ;  Sin  bath  dUabled 
us  erery  Way,  in  Relation  to  the  Curfe 
and  Threatning.  Man  cannot  fatisfy  it,  *m 
Price,  00  Ranfom  found  fufficient  for  die 
Soul,  ^r  the  Rcdmption  of  it  isprt* 
cious,  and  ceafetb  for  even  that  Curfe 
hath  infinite  Wrath  in  it,  which  mufrneedt 
fwallow  up  finite  Man.  And  then  in  Re* 
lation  to  the  Command,  there  is  fich  * 
•Diminution  of  all  the  Powers  of  the  Soul 
fuch  a  Corruption  ad  Defilement  by  Rfca* 
fon  of  4he  firft  Sin,  that  wherein  Man'* 
Strength  lay.  which  was  God's  Image,  it 
cut  off,  and  fpoited ;  fo  that  henceforth 
it  is  become  impoffible  to  yield  any  ao» 
ceptabfte   Obedience    to  the  Command- 
ment :  And  hence  it  is,  from  our  Jmpo£ 
iibtfity  to  obey  in  Time  to  come.that  there 
is  a  holy  and  faultlefs  Impoffibility  upoa 
the  Promife,  10  give  Life  unto  Manrind  ; 
fo  you  fee  that  the  Law  cannot  do  it,  be* 
caufeofour  Weaknefs.    If  either  Man, 
while  he  was  made  upright,had  continued  in 
Obedience,  or  Man  now  fallen  from  Up. 
rightnefs,  could  farisfy  for  the  Fault  done, 
and  walk  without  any  Blemifo  in  Time 
corning;  then  it  were  feafible  for  tbeLa* 
to  gire  Life  to  us;  but  the  one  was  not 
done,  and-the  other  now  cannotdedoue** 
D  d  2  »(f 
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and  fb  the  Impoffibilhy  of  Life  by  Works, 
is  rcfounded  upon  our  (elves,  who  would 
not  when  we  could,,  and    now  neither 
will  nor  can  obey.    Thus  we  may  lee 
dearly,    that  all    Mankind   muft  needs 
peritb,  for  any  Thing  that  Man  can  do; 
and  according  to  that  firft Tranfaftkm  of 
God  with  Man,  unlefs  fome  other  "Way 
and  Device  be  found  out,which  indeed  was 
fer  from  the  Eyes  of  all  living,  without 
tbe  Reach  of  their  Invention  or  Imaginati- 
on.  I  believe,  if  all  the  Creatures  higher 
or  tower,  that  hare  any  Realbn,  had  con- 
veened  to  confelt  of  this  Bufraefs,  hotv  to 
repair  that  Breach  made  in  the  Creation, 
by  Man's  Sin,  they  might  hare  vexed  their 
Brains,  and  racked  their  Inventions  unto 
ail  Eternity,  and  yet  never  have  fallen  up- 
co  any  probable  Way  of  making'  up  this 
Breach ;  they  might  have  taken  up  a  La* 
mentation,  not  as  the  Bemo aners  of  Baby- 
hrit  Ruine,  we  would  have  btaledtbee* 
and  thou  wouldft  not  \  but  rather  thus, 
we  would  heal  thee,  but  we  could  not, 
and  thou  wouldft  not.    This  Defign, 
which  fa  here  mentioned  of  repairing  the 
Breach,  by  deftroying  that  which  made 
it,  Sin ;  it  lay  hid  in  the  Depth  of  God's 
WifiJom*  rill  it  pleafed  himfelf  to  vent 
and  puWifh  it  unto  poor  forlorn  anddef- 
peratrf  Mam  who,  outt>f  De§>air  of  Reco- 
very ,had  run  away  to  hide  himfelf;  a  poor 
Shift  indeed,  for  him  to  think  that  he  could 
hide  himfelf  from  him  to  yfoomDarkntfs 
U  as  Zjgbt,  and  to  flee  from  him  whole 
Kingdom  is  over  all,  and  who  is  prefent 
in  all  the  Corners  of  his  umverfal  King- 
dom ; .  in  Hell,  in  Heaven,  in  the  utmoft 
Corners  of  tbe  Earth:  But    this-  filly 
Invention  (hews  bow  hopelefe  the  Cafe 
was. 

Though  this  be  the  Cafe  and  Condition 
of  Man  by  Nature,  yet  ftrange  it  is>  to 
fee  ever*  Man  by  Nature  attempting  Us 


own  Delivery  ;  and  fancying  a  ProbabifK 
ty»  yea,  a  Certainty  of  that  which  is  fo  im- 
poffiWer  that  is,  an  attaining  of  Life  by 
our  (elves,  according  to  the  Law   and 
firft  Covenant  of  Works.    Though  our 
Strength  be  gone,  yet,  like  Santpfin.  Men- 
rile  up  and  think  co  walk  and  roufe  up 
themfelvest  as  in  former  Times,  as  if 
their  Strength  were  yet  in  them,  and  many 
never  perceive  that  it  is  gone,   till  they 
be  laid  hold  on  by  Satan,  according  to  the 
Law's  Injunction,  and  bound  into  Chains 
of  everlafting  Darknefi ;  but  then  ate,  'tis 
too  late,  for  they  cannot  fave  themfelves^ 
and  the  Seafon  of  a  Saviour  i$  gone ;  and- 
this,  no-  doubt,  will  be  the  Acceflton  of 
the  Birternefi  and  Torment  that  damned 
Souls  fhall  be  into,  that  they  dreamed  of' 
attaining   Life    by    a  Law,   that    now 
is  nothing  but  a*  Miniftrarion  of  Death; 
that  they  loft  Life  by  feeking  their  own 
Righteoufnefs;  and  made  tbe  Law  more 
able  to-  condemn  them,  by  their  appre* 
bending  in  themielves  an  Ability  to  fatisfy 
tt,  and  by  retting  in  r  Form  of  Obedience 
to  it.    There  is  fomething  natural  in  it. 
AdamtadtW  his  Pofterity  was  once  to  be 
faved  tha  Way,  fo  the  Term*  run  at  firft, 
Do  this  and  froei  no  wondtr  that  fome- 
thing of  thai  Impreffion  be  retained,  but 
that  which  was  a  vertue  in  sidam,  whUe 
he  retained  Integrity,  and  fulfilled  his  Du- 
ty, is  a  mighty  Fault,  and  prefimptuous 
Madnefi  in  us*  who 'have  fallen  from  that 
blcfled  Eftate.    If  Man,  doing,  his  Duty, 
expefted  a  Reward;  according  to  the  Fro- 
mile,  it  w$  commendable ;  burfor  Man, 
now  rebellious  and  ftubborn;  and  come 
jbort'oftbe  Glory  of  Got,  to  look  for 
a  Reward  from  God,  tgamft  whom  he 
wareth  continually,  and  t far  for  Rebel- 
lion and  Enmity,  it  is  damnable.    But 
befidestbis,  I  thhik  this  Principle  of  Self* 
righteoufnefs  is  much  corrupted  in  Man 
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cow,  by  what  it  was  in  Adam\  I  co*t  ignorant  of  that  Jarge  glorious  Robe  of 
tore  though  Adam  looked  for  Life  upon  J  Righteoufnefc,   which  ChrUl  by  his  Obe- 


Obedience,  according  to  the  Promifc,  yet 
bfc  refted  nor  on,  and  trotted  not  in  his 
Obedience.  I  believe,  a  holy  and  righ- 
teous Man  would  be  a  humbie  Man  too, 
and  woyW  rather  glory  in  Gods'  Grace, 
than  in  his  own  Works ;  the  Senfe  of  a 
free  and  undeferved  Promife,  would  not 
iiifrer  him  to  reflect  fo  much  upon  his 
own  Obedience,  or  put  fuch  a  Price  upon 
it.  But  now,  'tis  conjoined  with  unmea- 
finable.  Pride,  and  arifea  only  from  Self* 
love :  There  is  no  Ground  of  Men's  look- 
ing to  be  faved  by  their  own  Doings,  but 
the  in-bred-  Pride  and-  Self  love  ofrthe 
Heart;  together  with  the  Ignorance  of  a 
better  Righteoufiiefc.  Adam  hid  him- 
fe If  among  the  Trees,  and  covered  his 
Nakednels  with  Leaves,  and  truly  the  Shift 
of  the  moft  Part  is  no  better.  How  vain 
v  and  empty  Thing*  do  Men  cruft  unto,  and 
from  them  conclude  an  ExpeAation  of  e- 
ttrnal  Life?  The  m*ft  Part  think  to  be 
life  in  the  Midft  or  Thick  of  the  Trees  of 
die  Church ;.  if  they  be  in  the  Throngof  a 
Yifible  Church,  and  adorned  with  Church 
Privileges,  as  r.iprifin.  hearing  the  Word, 
and  fuch  like,  they  doperfwade  them- 
fehres,  all  will  be  well.  Some  have  Ci- 
vility, and  a  blamelefs  Cooverfation  be- 
-fore  Men,  and  with  fuch  Acts  of  Righteouf- 
Dels,  or  rather  Wants  of  (ome  grofs  Out- 
breakings,  do  many  cover  their  Nakednefs. 
If  there  be  yet  a  larger,  and  finer  Garment, 
of  Profeflion  of  Religior,.  and  iome  out- 
ward Pe  f  >rmances  of  Service  to  God, 
and  Duties  to  Men,  O  then*;  Men  do  in- 
force  upon  their  own  Hearts,  the  Perfwa- 
fion  of  Heaven,  .and  think  their  Nakednefs 
cannot  be.  feen  through  it.  Thefe  are  the 
Coverings,  thefe  are  the  Grounds  of 
Claim  and  Title,  that  Men  have  to  eter- 
nal Life,  and  in  the  mean  Time  they*  are 


dience  Lnd  SuLerings  did  weave  for  naked 
Sinners . 

But  as  the  Impoffibility  of  the  Law's  far- 
ingus,  by  ReafoftofcheWeakne&of  the 
FJeflt,  way  the  Ground  and  Qccafion  of 
Chrifl's  coming  into  the  Fle(h,  lor  to  ftp? 
ply  that  Deleft,  and  take  away  that  Im- 
poffibility, lb  the  Senfe  and  Sight  of  this 
Impoffibiliiy  in  us  to  fatisfy  and  fulfil  the 
Law,  and  of  the  Law  to  give  Life,  is  the 
very  Ground  and  Reafon  of  a  Soul's  com- 
ing to  Jefus  Chrift,  for  the  fupplying  of 
this  Want.    As  the  Son  ftiould  not  have 
come  in  the  Likenefs  offmfid  Flejb>  un- 
lefs  it  Ya&  been  otherwise  hnpoflible,  by 
Man's  doing  or  filtering,  that  Life  JboukT 
be  obtained;  fo  vvill  not  a  Soul  come  to 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  tlirough  the  VaU 
of  bis  Flefc,  until  it  difcern  and  feel  that 
it  is  otherwise  impoffible  to  fatisfy  the 
Law,  or  attain  Life.    That  was  the  tnv 
pulfive  Caufe,  (if  we  may  fay  that  there 
was  any   Caufe  befide  his  Love)  why 
Chrift  camt>  even  Man's  Mifery,  and  re* 
medilefc  Mifery;  and  this  is  the  ftrong 
Motive  and  Impulfive,  that  drives  a  poor 
Sinner  unto  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Senfe  and ' 
Impreffion  of  its  defperate  and  loft  Eftat* 
without  him.    As  there  was  ftrft  Sin,  and : 
then  a  Saviour  dying  for  Sin,  becaufe  no 
thing  elfe  could  fuffice,  fb  there  muft  be 
in  the  Soul,  firft    the    Apprehenfion  of 
Sin*  and  that  remediless  Sin,   incurable 
Sin,  by  any  created  Power  or  AA  ;  antf* 
then  the  Sight  of  a  Saviour  coming  tb  de- 
ttroy  Sin,  and  the  Works  of  the  Deviiand  • 
deftroying  it,  by  dying  for  is.  .  There  is 
no  Imployment  for- this  JPbyficum,  upon 
every  flight  Appreheafioa  of  a  Wound 
or  Sickneis,  till  it  be  found  incurable*  and 
Help  fought  elfewhere  be  feen  to  be  in 
vain ;  indeed  app»  the  lead  Apprehend- ' 
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on  of  Sin  and  Mifcry,  Men  ought  to  comeiLof  the  Law,  that  will  eternally  mine  you  * 


to  Chrift  ;  We  (hall  not  fet  or  prefcribe 
any  Meafure  of  ConviAion  to  exclude 
you,  if  you  can  but  come  to  him  indeed, 
upon  the  leaft  Meafufeof  it,  you  will  not* 
be  caft  out,  according  to  his  own  Word  #' 
but  as  certain  it  is,  that  Men  will  not 
come  to  this  Pbyfician,  till  they  find  no 
-other  can  fa  ve  them.  Thefe  two  Things, 
■i  wifh,  were  deeply  and  fcrioufly  thought 
<upon,  that  you  cannot  fetisfy  God's  Juftice, 
for  the  lead  Point  of  Guilt,  and  then, 
chat  you  cannot  do.  any  Thing  in  Obedi- 
ence to  pleafe  Godl  There  is  a  Grange 
Inconfideratiotf ;  yet,  I  may  fay,  Ignorance 
among  us,  when  you  are  challenged  and 
convinced  of  Sin,  (as  there  is  no  Con- 
fidence fo  benum'd,  but  in  fome  meafure 
4t  accufeth  every  Man  of  many  Wrongs  ) 
what  is  the  Courfe  you  fall  on,  to  {Tad- 
fy  it,  or  pleafe  G<^6  ?  Indeed  if  you  can 
g4t  ariy  Shadow  of  Repentance,  if  it  were 
but  a 'bare  Acknowledgment  of  the  Fault, 
you  exatfc  your  felves  in  your  own  Con- 
iciemvs,  and  *nfwer'the  Accufftion,  by! 
it ;  -either  fome  other  good  Works  former- 
ly done  occurr  to  you,  or  fome  Reso- 
lution for  Amendment  in  Time  coming  ; 
and  this  you  think  Hi  all  pacify  God,  and 
fausfy  luftice:  But  alas,  you  are  far 
Trom  the  RighteoWhefs  of  God,  and  you 
do  *rr  even  in  the  very  Foundation  of 
Religon;  thefe  are  but  Sparks  of  jour 
<mn  tindHnt,  and  for  all  thefe,  you  /ball 
■iy  down  in  Darknefr  and  Sorrow ;  thefe 
«re  but  the  vain  Expiations  and  Excufesof 
natural  Confciences,  which  are  led  to 
fome  Senfe  of  a  Deity,  by  the  Law  writ- 
ten in  their  Heart.  But,  tonfider  this 
once,  you  muft  firtt  fatisfy  the  Curfe  of 
the  L*w,  which  you  are  under,  before  you 
can  be  in  any  Capacity  to  pleafe  him,  by 
new  Obedience :  Now,  if  you  (hotrtd  un- 
dertake to  pay  for  your  former  Breaches 


ind  therefore,  you  fee  the  Pumftimew  is 
lengthned  throughout  £teoiity,  to  them 
who  haye  this  to  undergo  alone.  Go 
then,  and  fir  A  fufler  the  eternal  Wrath 
of  an  infinite  God,  and  then  come  and  of- 
fer Obedience  if  thou  can.  But  now* 
thou  art  in  a  double  Error,  both  of  which 
are  damnable ;  One  is,  thou  thinks  thou 
art  able  by  Coofideration,  and  Refolution. 
to  perform  fome  acceptable  Obedience 
to  God ;  another,  that  Performance  of 
Obedience,  and  amending  in  Time  com- 
ing, will  expiate  former  Tran/greflibro. 
If  either  of  thefe  were  true,  Chrift  needed 
no*to  have  comer*  the  Likenefr  offin- 
fulFlefi,  becaufe  it  had  been  poffibie  for 
the  Law  to  five  thee.  But  now,  the 
.  ?n#h  w,  fuch  is  the  utter  Difability  and 
Impotency  of  Man  through  Sm,  that  he 
can  neither  will  nor  do  the  leaft  GOod, 
truly  good  and  ptea&ot  to  God ;  his 
Nature  and  Perfon  being  defiled,  all  be 
doth  is  unclean.  And  then,  fuppofc  that 
it  were  poflible,  that  Man  could  do  any 
Thing  in  Obedience  to  his  Commands,yet 
it  being  unqueflionable,  that  all  have  fm- 
ned,  Satisfaction  muft  firi%  be  made  to 
God's  Threatning.  Sftou  Jbalt  die,  be- 
fore Obedience  be  acceptable,  and  that 
is  impoflibletoo.  This  then,  I*Jeave 
upon  your  Conferences,  befcechiog  you 
to  lay  to  Heart,  the  Impoflibility  you  are 
encompafled  with  on  both  Hands ;  JuC 
rice  requiring  a  Raofom,  and  you  have 
none,  and  Juft>:e  requiring  new  Obedi- 
ence again,  and  you  can  five  none ;  old 
Debts  urging  you,  and  n6w  Duty  pref- 
fing  you,  and  ye  alike  dilabJed  for  both  ; 
that  fo  finding  your  (elves  thus  invironed 
with  Indigency  and  ImpoffibiKty  within, 
you  may  be  conftrained  to  flee  out  of  your 
felves,  unto  him  that  is  both  atye  and 
wflflog.  This  is  not  a  foperfidal  Biifods, 
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as  you  mike-*;  it  ii  not  a  Matter  of 
Fancy,  or  Memory,  «or  Eipreffion,  as 
raft  make  ir  ;  believe  me,  it  U  a  fcrious 
Bnfinefi,  a  Soutarork,  ftch  an  ExercHeof 
,  as  ufeth  to  be,  when  die  Sod  isbe- 
Defpair  and  Hope.    ImpofiMity 


within,  driving  a  Soul  out  of  it  (elf,  and 
FoflftiHty,  yea,  Certainty  of  Help  with- 
out, even  in  Chrift,  drawing  a  Soul  in  to 
him ;  thus  is  the  Clofure  made,  which  ir 
the  Foundation  of  our  Happinefs.     .  ^ 
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Verf.  3-  For  what  the  Law  could  not  do>  in  that  it  was 
weak  through  the  Flejh>  God  fending  his  own  Son,  &c 


IOR  what  purpofe  do  we  meet  thus  to- 
gether ?  I  would  we  knew  it,  then  it 
might  be  to  ibme  better  Purpofe.  In  all 
otter  Things  we  are  rational,  and  do  no- 
shing of  Moment,  without  ibme  End  and 
Purpofe;  but  alas!  in  this  Matter  of 
treated  Moment,  our  going  about  D#- 
%u#  Ordinances,  we  hare  fcarce  any 
diftinft  or  deliberate  Thought  of  the  End 
and  Rife  of  them.  Sore  I  am,  we  muft 
aRconfefs  this,  that  all  other  fiufinefles 
in  our  Life,  is  almoft  impertinent  to  the 
gfear  End,  9%e  Salvation  of  our  Souls, 
in  refpett  of  thefe,  in  which  God,  in  a 
Manner,  tryfta  with  Men,  and  comes  to 
dwell  with  them;  thefe  have  the  neareft 
aad  raoft  immediate  Conneftioo  with 
Gotf*  Glory,  and  .pur  Happineft ;  and 
yet.,  fo  wretched  and.  unhappy  are  we, 
that  we  ftudy,  and  endeavour  a  kind  of 
Wi&tom  and  Diligence  in  other  peuy 
Things,,  whkh  are  to  periih  with  the  uf* 
i0g,aodhave  no  great  Reach  to  make  our 
Condition  either  better  or  worfe  £and 
yet  wehatenoWififoni  nor  ConfiKra- 
to**  of.  Atunnoo,  to  this  great  and  mo- 


mentuous  Matter,  the  Salvation  of  our 
Souls.  Is  it  not  high  Time  we  were 
fhaken  out  of  our  empty;  vain,  and  unrea- 
ibnable  Cuftom,  in  going  about  fuch  fi> 
lemn  Duties  ?  When  the  Wrath  of  God  is 
already  kindled,  and  his  mighty  Arm  is 
{bating  terrify  the  Earth,  and  tyaUng 
us  out  of  all  our  Nefls  of  Quetnefs  and 
Confolarion,  which  we  did  birild  in  the 
Creature.  God  calls  for  a  reafonaMesSer- 
vke,  but  I  muft  fay,  the  Service  of  the 
moft,  is  an  unreasonable  and  brutifia 
Kind  of  Work,  little  or  no  Consideration 
of  what  we  are  about,  little  or  no  Pwpofe 
or  Aim  at  any  real  Soul  Advantage. 
Confider,  ray  beloved,  what  you  are  do- 
ing, undoing  your  felves  with  Ignorance 
of  your  own  Eftate,  and  Unacquaimed- 
nefs  with  abetter ;  whence  it  comes,  that 
you  live  contented  in  your  Miiery,  and 
have  nolively  Stirrings  after  this  b'.efled 
Remedy.  That  for  which  we  met  to- 
gether, is  to  learn  thefe  two  Things,  and 
always  to  be  learning  them,  tot  know  fin- 
fiWy  our  own  wretched  Mifery,  and  thai 
Weffed  Remedy,  whkh  God  hath  provid- 
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ed,  'tis  the  Sum  of  the  Scriptures,  and  we  . 
defire  daily  to  lay  it  out  before  you,  if  at 
length  it  may  pleafe  the  Lord  to  awake 
you  out  of  your  Dream,  and  give  you  the 
light  of  bis  Salvation. 

Tduhearofa  Weaknefs  of  the  Fiefti; 
but  it  you  would  under ftand  it  aright,  'tis 
not  properly  and  (imply .a  fFeaknef/ithx 
fimpofeth  always  fome  Life,  and  fome 
Strength  remaining ;  'ris  not  like  an  Infir- 
mity,   that,  only  indifpofeth  to  wonted 
A&ion.  in  the  wonted  Vigour ;  but  'tis 
.fuch  a  Weaknefe,    as  the  Apoftle  eife- 
where,  Epb.'u.  i.  calls  Deadnefs.  *Tis 
fuch  a  Weaknefs,  as  may  be  called  fPickr 
edntfs%  yea,  Enmity  to  God,  as  it  is 
here.  Qur  Souls  are  not  d&afed  properly, 
for  that  fuppofech  there  is  fome  remnant 
of  fpiiitual  Life,  but  they  are  dead  in 
Sins  and  Trejpaffes ;   and    fo  not  'tis 
Infirmity  butlmpoflttnlity,  fuch  a  Weak- 
nefs as  makes  Life  and  Salvation  impof- 
fiblehy  us,  both  utter  Unwiilingnefi  and 
extream  Inability;  thefe  two  concur  in 
all  Mankind,  no  Strength  to  fatisfy  Juftice, 
•or  obey  the  Law,  and  no  Wilfingnefi  ei- 
.ther.    There  is  a  general  practical  Mif- 
.lake  in  this;  Men   conceive,   that  their 
Natures  are  weak  to  good  ;  but  few  ap- 
prehend tbe  Wktahefc  and  Enmity  ihat 
is  in  them  t3  God  and  all  Goodnefi :  AH 
will  grant  fome  DefeA  and  Inability,  and 
'tis  a  general  Complaint,  but  to  confider 
ihat  Ms  Inability  is  an  ImpoQibility. 
that  this  Defeft  is  a  DtftruAion  of  all 
Spiritual  Good  in  us,  the  Saving  Know- 
ledge of  this  is  given  to  few*  and  to  thefe 
only  whofe  Eyes  tbe  Spirit  opejp.  There 
may  be  fome  Struggling*  and  WrefHings 
of  natural  Spirit,  to  help  themielves,  and 
iipon  the    Apprehenfion^  of  their  own 
Weakntfi,  to  raife  up  themfelves,  by  fe- 
rious  Confideration.andearneft  Diligence, 
*o  fome  Pitch  of fenring  God,  and  to  fome 


Hope  of  Heaven.  But,  Ido  fuipeft  that 
it  proceeds  in  ayny  from  tbe  want  of 
this  thorough  and  deep  Convi&on  of  de£ 
peraie  Wickednefs;  few  really  believes 
that  Teftimony  which  God  hath  gives  of 
Man,. he  t»  not  oufy  weak,  but  wicked* 
and  not  only  fo,  but  dejperattlj  wicked. 
and  that  is  not  all,  the  Heart  is  deceitful 
too.  and  to  compleat  tbe  Account,  deceit* 
Jul  above  all  f%b%s.  Jer.  xvii.'  15.  A 
ftrange  Chara&er  of  Man,  given  by  him 
thai  formed  the  Spirit  of  Man  within,  and 
made  it  once  upright,  and  (g  knows  beft 
how  far  it  hath  depaned  from  the  firft 
Pattern.  Of  who -of  us  believes  this  ip 
our  Hearts  ?  But  that  is  tbe  Deceitfulnefi 
of  our  Hearts,  to  cover  our  defperate 
Wickednefs  from  our  own  difcerning,  and 
and  flatter  our  felves  with  felf-pkafing 
Thoughts.  If  once  this  Teftimony  were 
received,  that  the  Weaknefi  of  tbe  Flelh 
is  a  defperate  Wickednefs,  fuch  a  wretch- 
edand  accurfed  Condition,  as  there  i%  no 
Hope  therein,  as  is  incurable  to  any  ere* 
ated  Power,  and  makes  us  incurable  and 
certainly  loll,  then,  I  lay,  the  Deceitful- 
nefs of  die  Heart  were  in  fome  Meafore 
cured:  Believe  the.defperate  Wickednefs 
of  your  Natures,  and  then  you  have  de- 
ceived the  Deceufulnefi  of  your  Hearts, 
to  your  own  Advantage  •  then  you  have 
known  that  which  none  can  know  aright, 
till  the  Searcher  of  the  Heart  and  Reins  re* 
veal  it  unto  them. 

Thus"  Man  .fends  invironM  with  Ira- 
po0ib>littes,hisown  Veaknefc  and  Wick- 
edneft,  and  the  Law's  ImpoffiUfity,  by 
Reafon  of  that;  thefe  do  (hut  up  all  Acceft 
to  tbe  Tree  of  Life,  and  are  inftead  of  a 
flaming  Sword  to  guard  it ;  our  Legs  are 
cut  off  by  Sin,  and  the  Law  cannot  help 
usytay,  our  Life  isjxitout,  *>d  the  Law 
cannot  quicken  us;  it  declares'  our  JDuryv 
but  gives  no  Ability,  it  Jeacbttb  weU,  bat 

it 
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k  cannot  make  us  learn.  While  we  are 
in  this  Pofture,  God  himfeif  fteps  in  to 
fiiccour  miferable  undone  Man  ;  and  here 
is  the  Way,  he  fends  his  Son  in  the  Like- 
nels  of  finfulFlefo,  and  Grace  and  Truth 
comes  by  him,  which  doth  remove  thefe 
Impediments  that  ftopt  all  Accefs  to  Life. 
This  is  a  high  Subjeft,  but  it  concerns 
the  lowed  and  molt  wretched  amongft  us; 
and  that  is  inaeed  the  Wonder  of  it,  that 
there  ihould  be  fuch  a  Myftery,  fuch  a 
Depth  in  this  Work  of  Redemption  of 
poor  Sinners,  fo  much  Bufinefs  made, 
and  fuch  ftrange  Things  done  for  repairing 
our  Ruines.  In  the  Consideration  of  this 
we  may  borrow  that  Meditation  of  the 
PfalraifVs,  Pfa.  viii.  4.  Lord,  what  is 
Man,  that  tbou  Should  thus  magnify 

•  hint ;  and  nuke  him  not  a  little  lower 

than  Angels,  but  far  higher  .*  For  be  took 

wf  on  bim  the  Nature  of  Angels,  Heb. 

..ii.  14,  16.  But  took  Part  with  the  poor 
Children  ofFIefi  and  Blood.    Thif  *- 

-fervesa  Paufe;  we  (hall  flay  a  little,  and. 
view  it  more  fully  in  the  Steps  and  De-i 

agrees  that  this  Myftery  rifes  and  afcends 
-tip by.    But,  Oh! -for  fuch  an  afcending, 

*Frame  of  Heart -as  thisdeierves ;  'tis  a. 
Wonder   it  doth  not  draw  is  upward  be- 

ryond  our  own  Element,  'tis  a  Subject  of; 

.-foch  Admiration  in  it  fclf,  and  lb  much^ 

.Concernment  to  us. 

Every  Word  hath  Weight  in  it,  and  a: 

l  peculiar  Emphafis ;  there  is  a  Gradation 
that  the  Myftery  goes  upqn,.till  it  corrte. 
40  the  Top ;  every  Word  hath- a  Degree, 
or  Step  in  it,  whereby  it  rifes  high,  and 
mill  higher.  God  fent,  that  is  very 
ftrange;  but  God  fent  bis, Son,  is  moft 
ftrauge :  But  go  on,  and  'tis  ftill  the 
ilranger,  In  the  Likenefs  of  Flejb,  and 
iltoxjlnful  ^Flejb,  &c.  In  all  which 
Degrees,  you  fee  God  is  defending 
aad  coming  lower  and  lower,  but  th^ 


Myftery  afcends,  and  >goes  higher  -and 
higher  ;  the  lower  God  come  down,  4he 
higher  the  Wonder  rifes  up.  Still  -the 
fmaller  and  meaner  that  God  appears  in 
the  Flelh,  the  greater  is  the  'Myft cry  of 
Godlinefs,  Godmamfeftedintbeflijb. 

If  you  would  arife^up  to  the  fenfibleand 
profitable  Underftandingof  this  Myftejy, 
you  muft  flrft  defcend  into  the"  Depth*  of 
your  own  natural  Wrewhednels  and  Alt- 
fery,  in  which  Man  Vas"  lying t-  when  , it 
pleafed  God  to  come  fo '  low  to  meet . 
him,  and  help  him:  I  fay,  you  muft 
rirft  gadown  that  Way  in-  the  Confident 
tion  of  it,  and  then  you  (hall  afcend  to  the 
Ufe  and  Knowledge  of  this' Myftery  of 
Godlinefs. 

God's  Sending  hath  fome  "Weight  of 
Wonder  in  it,  at  the  very  fifft  "Apprehen- 
lion  of  it ;  if  you  did  but  know  who  he  it, 
and  what  we  are,  a  Wonder  it  had'  teen, 
that  he  had  fufiered  himfeif  to  be  Tent  unto 
by  us,  that  any  Meflage,  any  Correfpon- 
dence  (houldr-pafi  between  Heaven  and 
Earth,  «fte»  fofq|il>a"Br^hefieacc<an4 
Covenant,  by  Man  on  Earth.  'Strange, 
that  Heaven wasn&t  'faurlq* from  all* In-  % 
tercourfe  wkh  tbaraccuifed  Earth.  If  1 
,  God  had  fent  out  an  Angel  to  deft  toy  Man/ 
as  he  lent  to  dckroy.jerujaltm,  2  Chron. 
xxi.  15.  If  he  had  fent  out  Us  Armies 
to  kill  tbofe  bis  Enemies.*  who  had  re- 
nounced the  Yoke  of  bis  Obedience,  it 
had  been  Juftice,  Mat.  xii.  41-  and  nil. 
7.  If  he  had  fent  a  cruel  Meflengeragainft 
Man,  who  had  now  aifted  fo  horrid  a  Re-  j 
bellien,  it  had  been  no  ftrange  Thing,  ai 
he  did  lend  an  Angel  with  a  flaming 
Sword  to-encomfafs  the  'Tree  of  Life  \ 
he  might  have  enlarged  that  Angel's  Com- 
million,  to  take  Vengeance  on  Man :  And 
this  is  the  Wonder, '..  did  not  lend  after 

I  this  Manner.    But  what  Heart  could  this 
enter  into?  Whooould  imagine  luch  a 
Ee  ^    TWne 
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Thing  as  this  ?  God  to  fend,  and  to  fend 
for  Peace  to  his  rebellious  Footftool. 
Man  could  nor  have  looked  for  Accept 
ance,  before  the  Throne,  if  he  had  pre- 
femed  and  fent  firft  up  Supplications  and 
bumble  Cries  to  Heaven;  and  therefore 
finding  himfelf  miferabie,  you  fee  he  is  at 
his  Wits  End;  he  is  defperate,  and  gives 
it  over,  and  fo  flies  away  to  hide  himfelf, 
certainly  expefting  that  the  firft  Mefiage 
from  Heaven  fhould  be  to  arm  all  the 
Cteatures  agjrinft  him  ,  to  deflroy  him. 
But,  d\  what  a  wonderful,  yet  blefled 
SurprifaL  God  himfelf  comes  down,  and 
not  for  any  fijeh  Ends  as  Vengeance, 
thoughjjuft,  but  to  publiih  and  hold  forth 
a  Covenant  of  Aeconcilianon  and  Peace, 
to  convince  Man  of  Sin,  and  to  comfort 
'  him  with  the  glad  Tidings  of  a  Redeemer, 
of  one  to  be  lent  in  the  Likenefs  of  F^lefb. 
"Tiithe  Grandeur  and  Majefty  of  Kings 
and  great  Mfcn,  to  let  others  come  to 
them  with  their  Petitions ;  and  'tis  a  ac- 
counted a  rare  Thing  if  they  be  acceffible 
and  affable.  But,  that  the  Lord  of  Lords, 
end  Kbit  of  Kings ,  wbojittetb  in  the 
Circle  of  the  Heavens,  and  before 
whom,  alt  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth 
'me  as  poor  Grajboppert,  or  craulujg 
Worms,,  about  wbofe  Throne,  there  are 
ten  tboufand  Zimes  ten  tboufand  glori- 
ous Spirits  mmfiring  unto  bim,  as  Da- 
nre/iaw  him,  chap.  vii.  ver.  9,  10.  that 
fach  a  One,  focukl  not  only  admit,  fech 
as  we,  to  come  10  htm.  and  offer  our 
Suits  to  His  Highnefi,  but  himfelf  firft  to 
come  down  unto  Adam,  and  offer  Peace 
to  him,  and  then  fend  his  own  Son  :  And 
what-were  we,  that  he  fhovld  make  any 
Motion  about  us,  or  make  any  Million  to 
us?  Romv.  xo.JVbili  we  were  yet  Ene- 
mies* that  we  were,  when  he  fent:  O  I 
how  hath  his  Love  triumphed  «ver  his 
Juftkc!  Bw,  needed  be  far  our  ftunity, 


that  he  (hould  feek  Peace  ?  No  ways';  one 
Look  of  his  angry  Countenance,  would 
have  looked  ufr  unto  nothing,  fbozt  lookeji 
upon  me,  and  lam  not ;  one  Rebuke  of 
bis  for  Iniquity,  would  have  made  our 
Beauty  conjume  as  the  Moib,  far  more 
the  Stroke  of  his  Hand  had  confumed  us, 
Pfal.xxox.  il.  Bur,  that  is  ihe  Wonder 
indeed,  while  we  were  yet  Enemies,  and 
week  too,  neither  able  to  help  our  felves, 
nor  hurt  him  in  the  leaft,  and  fo  could 
do  nothing  to  allure  him,  nothing  to  ter* 
rifyhim,  nothing  to  engage  his  Love,  no- 
thing to  make  him  fear  ;  yet,  then  he 
*#iakes  thir  Motion  and  Million  to  us,. 
God  fending,  &c. 

God  fending;  2nd  fending  his  own  Son,. 
that  is  yet  a  Step  higher  :  Had  he  fent  an 
Angel,  it  had  beea  wonderful,  one  of 
theft  minifiring  Spirits  about  theXhrorie 
being  far  more  glorious  than  Man.  Bur 
God  fo  loved  the  World,  that  befentbis 
Son.  Might  he  not  have  done  it  by 
others?  But  he-had  a  higher Projeft  ;  and 
verily,  there  is  more  Myflery  in  the  End 
and  Manner  of  our  Redemption,  than 
Difficulty  in  the  Thing  it  felf.  No  Que- 
ffion,  he  outfit  have  enabled  the  Crea- 
ture, by  his  Almighty  Power,  to  have  de* 
ftroyed  the  Works  of  the  Devil,  and 
might  have  delivered  captive  Man  ibme 
other  way  ;  he  needed  not,  for  any  Ne- 
cefiity  lying  upon  him,  gone  fucfa  a  round, 
as  the  Father  to  give  to  the  Son,  and  the 
Son  to  receive;  as  God  to  find,  and  the 
Son  to  be  fent;  nay,  he  might  have 
fpared  all  Pains,  and  without  any  Meflen- 
ger,  immediately  pardoned  Mans  Sin, 
and  adopted  him  to  the  Place  of  Sons. 
Thus  he  had  done  the*  Bufinefe,  without 
his  Son's,  or  any  others  Travel  and  La- 
hour  in  Blood  and  Suffering.  But  this 
profound  Myftery,in  the  Manner  of  it, 
declares  the  Jiigtaefc  and  Excellency  of 

the 
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the  End  God  propofed,  and  that  is  the  Ma- 
nifeftation  of  his  Love.  Behold,  Uobat 
Mfltmer  of  Love  the  Father  hath  be- 
Jtowedonur,  1  Job.  iii.  1.  And,  in  this 
*«!/  manifefted  the  Love'of  God,  to- 
vmrd  us,  that  Godfent  his  on'y  begot- 
ten Son  in  to  the  World,  1  Joh.  iv.  9. 
And  truly  fbrfuch  a  Defign  and  Purpofe, 
all  the  World  could  not  have  contrived 
Juch  a  finable  and  excellent  Mean  as  this. 
Nothing  betides  this  could  have  declared 
fuch  Love**  there  is  no  Expreftion  of  Love 
Imaginable  (o  this,  to  give  bis  Son,  and 
only  begotten  Son  for  us.  It  had  been 
enough,  out  of  meer  Companion,  to  have 
laved  us,  however  it  had  been ;  but 
if  he  had  given  all,  and  done  all  betides 
this,  he  had  not  fo  manifefted  the  infinite 
Fukefi  of  Love ;  there  is  no  Gift  fo  fuit- 
aUe  to  the  Greatnefc  and  Magnificence  of 
hfeMajefty,  as  this.  One  that  thought  it 
no  Robbery  to  be  equal  with  bimfeTf. 
Any  Gift  had  been  infinitely  above  us,  be- 
cause from  him  ;  but  this  is  not  only  in- 
finitely above  us,  but  equal  to  himfelf, 
jmd  fitteft  to  declare  himfelf. 

;  But  then,  there  is  yet  a  higher.  Rile  of 
the  My  fiery,  or  a  lower  Defceiuof  God  : 
For,  us  all  one,  God  dejeending  b  the 
Wonder  amending,  be  fent  bis  Son ; 
Man's  Admiration  is  already  exhaufted  in 
that  :fcut  if  there  were  any  Thing  behind, 
this  which  follows  would  confume  it,  in 
tbeFleJb.  If  he  had  fent  his  'own  Son, 
might  he  not  have  fent  him  in  an  Eftate 
aqd  Condition  fuitable  to  his  Glory,  as  it 
became  the  Prince  and  Jieir  of  all 
Stbings,  him  by*  whom  att  were  created 
and  do  fubfift :  Nay,  but  he  is  fent,  and 
that  in  a  State  of  Humiliation  and  Conde- 
tcendency,  infinitely  below  his  own  Dig* 
nity.  That  ever  he  wa  made  a  Crea- 
ture, that  the  Maker  of  all  ftiould  be  fent 
in  the  Form  of  any  Thing  he  had  made. 


O  i  what  a  Diiparagement  ?  There  is  no 
fuch  Diftance  between  the  higheft  Prince 
on  the  Throne,  and  the  bafeft  BeggAron 
the  Dunghill,  as  between  the  only  begot- 
ten of  the  Father,  who  is  the  Btigbtnefs 
of  bis  Glory,  and  the  moft  glorious  An- 
gel that  ever  was  made.  And  ytt,  it 
would  be  a  Wonder  to  the  World,  if  a 
King  fhould  fend  his  Son  in  the  Habit  and 
State  of  a  Bejgar,  to  call  in  the  Poor,  and 
Lame,  and  Blind,  to  the  Fellowlhjp 
of  his  Kingdom.  It  had  been  a  great 
Myftery  then,  if  God  had  been  manifest* 
^d  in  the  Nature  of  Angels,  a  great 
AbafementofhisMajefty ;  But,Oiwhat 
muft  it  be  for  God,  to  be  manifefted  in 
theFlelh,  in  the  bafeft,  naugbtieft,  and- 
moft  corruptible  of  all  the  Creaturps,evea 
the  very  Dregs  of  the  Creation,  that 
have  funk  down  to  the  Bottom?  Att 
Flefb  is  Grafs',  and  what  more  withering 
and  fading,  even  the  Flower  and  FejfeA*>  , 
on  of  it  ?  Jfa.  xl.  6.  Duft  it  is,  and  what ' 
baftr  ?  Gen.  zviii.  27.  And  Corruption 
it  is,  and  what  viler?  1  Cor.  xv.  44,  And 
yet,  God  lent  his  Son  in  the  Flelh.  Is 
this  a  Manifeftatioo  ?  Nay,  rather,  it  is 
a  Hiding  and  Objuration  of  his  Glory  ; 
'tis  the  putting  on  of  a  dark  Vail  to 
eccUpfe  his  Brightness :  Yet  manifefted  he 
is,  as  the  Intendment  of  the  Work  he 
was  about  required,  manifefted  to  Re- 
proach and  Ignominy  for  our  Sin.  This 
is  one,  and  a  great  Point  of  Chrift's  Hu- 
station,  that  be  took  not  on  htm  th^Na- 
nt^f  Angels,  but  the  Seed  of  Abra- 
ham, Heb.  ii.  16. 

But  yet,  to  compleat  this  Myftery 
more,  die  Son  defcends  a  third  Step  low- 
er, that  the  Myftery  may  afcend  fo  much 
the  higher ;  in  the  Ukenefs  of  Flejb  ? 
not  fo,  but  in  the  Likenefs  of/tnful 
Flefb.  If  he  had  appeared  in  the  prime 
Flower  and  Perfection  of  Fldb,  io  the 
Beg  rery 
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rery  Goodtinefs  of  it  ;  yet  it  bad  been  a 
Dlfparagement^,  if  he  hid  come  down  as 
glorious  o»  hfr  once  went  up,  and  dow  Jits 


at  tbrrigbtHand  of  the  Majegy  on  high ; 
ifhe  had  been  always  in  that  re(p(endent 
Habit,  he  put  on,  in  his  Transfiguration ; 
that  had 'been  yet  an  Abafement  of  his 
Majefty:  But,  to  come  in  the  Likehefs 
ofjinful  FIeJb>  thiugh  not  a  Sinner,"  yer 
in  the  LUccnefi  of  a  Sinner,  fo  lite,  as 
touching  his  outward  Appearance,  that  no 
Eye  could  difcern  any  Difference,  com- 
parted  about  with  aH  lhefe  Infirmities  and 
Ntfceffiiea,  which  are  the  Followers  and 
Aitemhmiof Sirt  in.  us;  a  Man  ofSbr- 
rami,  and  acquainted  imth  Griefs  ;  a 
M*n  who  alThb  lifetime  had  intimate 
Acquaintance,  and  Familiarity  wkh  Grief; 
Cdtf  frothe  were  long  Acquaintance  and 
nerer parted,  till  Death  parted  them:  Nay, 
not-only  was  he,  in  his  outward  Eftae, 
fibjedTto  all  thefe  Miferies  and  Inffimi- 
tier,  unto  which  Sin  fubjefts  other  Mto, 
but  W3»fometb  tog  .beyond  aH,  bis  Fifage 
nme  marr'd  fbari  arty  Man's,  and  bis 
MUm.more  than  the. Sons  ofMen9Wu 
lit.  i +. ,  wd  therefore,  he  wu  a  Hijftng 
and^  stfimjbtoentto  many ;  be  bad  m 
F4mt  nor  CmeBnefs  in  bbiu  and  no 
BHutjtamaktbimdsftrobte:  Abd there- 
fore, bis  ovnt  Friends  were  ajbamed  of 
him,  and  bid:  tbeir  Faces  frm  btn ;  be 
fcas  defitffed  and  rejected  ofMtn.  Ifa. 
liit  %,  3,    Tbos  you  fee,  he  comic  ia 


the  moft  defpicable  and  dilgracefiil  Form 
of  Fie(h  that  can  be;  and  an  Abjeft  2- 
mong  Men ;  and  as  himfeif  (peaks,  ia 
Pfal.  xxxl  6.  a  Worm,  and  not  a  Man. 
a  Reproacb  of  Men,  and  defpifed  a* 
mongtbe  People:  Wow,  this,  I  fay,  is 
the  Crowning  of  the  great  Myftery  of 
Godlinefs,  which,  without  all  Controvert?, 
istheMyftery  in  aH  the  World,  that  hath 
in  irrooftGreatner*  and  Goodhefi  com* 
btoed  together,  that  is  the  Subjeftof  the 
higheft  Admiration^nd  the  Fountain  of 
the  fweeteft  Confolation,  that  either  Rea- 
fon  or  Rel%ion  can  afford.,  The  My- 
fteries  of  the  Trinity  are  fo  high,  that  if 
any  dares  to  retch,  at  them-,  he  doth  but 
catch  the  lower-Fill;  it  is,  as  ifa  Worm 
would  attempt  to  touch  the  Sun  in  the 
:  Firmament.  But*  this  Myftety  is  Gikl 
coming  down  to  Man,  to  be  bandied  and 
feen  of  Men,  becauft  Man  could  not  rife 
up  to  God's  Mghnefi  ;  it  is  God  defcend* 
log  to  our  Bafeoefs,  and  lb  coming  near 
us*  to  ft*e  tit .  If  is'  not  a  confounding, 
but  a  faring  Myftery ;  there  is  the  high- 
eft  Truth  in  it,  for  the  Underftanding 
10  contemplate  and  admire,  and  there  is 
the  greated'  Good  in  it,  for  the  Will  to 
cboofe'  and  reft  upon.  'Tis  contrived  for 
Wbndet  and  Delight,  to  Men  and  Angels ; 
thefe  three,  which  the  Angelick  Song 
runs  upon-,  are  Jewels  of  it.  Glory  to 
God9  Peace  on  Eartb,  and  Good-mil 
towards  Men. 
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Verfc  3*  For  what  thef  L*m  could  not  do,  in  that  it  tons 
weak  through  the  Fit fa  God /ending  his  own  Son.  &c. 


OT  all  the  Works  of  God  towards 
'*  Man,  certainly  there  Is  none  hath 
(b.  much  Wonder  in  it,  as  the  Tending ^of 
Ms  Son,  to  become  Man,  and  fo  it  re- 
quires the  exa&eft  Attention  in  us :  Let  us 
gather  out  Spirits  to  confider  of  this  My- 
ftery;  not  to  pry  into  the  Secrets  of  it 
curioufly,  as  if  we  had  no  more  to  .do, 
hot  to  fatisfy  our  Understandings;  but 
rather  thai  we  may  fee  what  this  concerns 
us,  and  what  Inftruftion  or  Advantage 
we  may  have  by  it,  that  6}  it  may  ravilh 
oar  Afftftiona.  I  believe,  there  is.  very 
palpable  and  grofs  Ignorance  in  Thoufands 
oflhe  very  Thing  it  felf:  Many  who  pro- 
USs  Jefus  Chrift;  know  not  his  Natures, 
or  his  glorious  Pferfon,.  do. not  apprehend 
either  his  HighneG  as  God/or  his  Lbwnefs 
as.  Man.  Btit  truly,  the  Thing  that  I  do 
moftadmite,  is,  that,  theft' who  pretend 
to  more  Knowledge  'of  this  Mfftery,  yet 
ftfwofthera  do  enter  upon  any  ferioui 
Cdnfiderarion  about  it,  for  wtatUfe  and 
FUrpofe  it  is,  though  it  be  the  Foundation 
of  bur  Salvation*  tfce  chief  Ground  of. our 
Faith,  and  the  great  Sjring  of  our  Confo- 
lation:  Yet  to  improve  thfc  Knowledge 
of  it  to  any  Purpofe  of' that  Kind,  is  a 
Thing  fo  race,  even  among,  true  Chrtftir 
ans,  that  it  is  little  the  SubjeAf  of  their. 
Meditation.  I  thinkindefed,  the  lively  Ih>. 
pjovement  of  this  Myfttary  of  Godlinefc 


would  be  very  effectual  to  make  usrcal'y 
what  we  arefaid  to  be,  that  is,  ChrUtians. 
There  is  fpinethlng    fo    this    furpofe, 
i  Job.  iv.  2,  3,  i?.  and  v.    i.    The 
confefling  and  knowing  that  Jefus  Ctanl 
is  come  in  the  Flcth,  and  is  the  Son  of 
God,  before  his  taking  on  Plelh,  is  made  < 
a  Chara&er  of  a  fpirituai  Man  that  dweN 
leth  in  Cod.    Not  that  a  bare  external  * 
ponfeffion,  or  internal  Opinion  and  AC 
(ftnt  to  fuch  a  Truth,  is  of  fo  much  Value, 
iwhkh  yet  is  the  Height  that  many  attain 
unto,  but    it  is  fuch  a  Soul-acknowledg- 
bent,  fuch  an  Heart-approbation  of  this  - 
p*yftery,as  draws  abngft  U.-j  Admiration 
and  AffWtion  after  it,  as  fixeth  the  Heart 
Upon  this  Objeft  alone,  for  Life  and  Sal- 
ration.    The. Devils  confejjed  and  to 
ffrottf,    but  they  trembled  at  it,  Lokt 
iv.  34,  4i.    He  was  afraid  of  what  hfc 
knew,  but  Piter  confclTed  and  loved 
What  he  knew ;  yea,  hp  did  caft  his  Soul : 
upon  that  Lord  whom  he  confeflW.    It  is 
fuch  an  Acknowledgment  of  Chrift,  m< 
draweth  the  SOul,  and  unites  it  to  him,,  by. 
aferious  and  living  Imbracement;  fuck 
a  Sight  of  Jrfus  Chrift,  hath  both  Tttith 
iuid<2dodnefi  in  it,  in  the  higheft  Mea- 
sure ;  and  fo  doth  not-  onjy  conftrain  the . . 
jAfl&nt  cf  the  Mihd,  but   is  a  power- 

till  Attiadive  to    the  Heart,  to  coma 
o  ito,  and  life  in  him.    I  pray  yon  con- 
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fider  then  what  Moment   is  in  this  Truth, 
that  you  may  indeed  apply  your  Souls 
to  .the  Confederation  of  what  is  in  Jelus 
Chrift  thus  revealed,  not  fimply  to  know 
it,  but  for  a  further  Improvement  of  it,  to 
Jeck  lite  in  Him,  that  the  Stamp  and  Im- 
preffion  of  this  Saviour  may  "be  let  fo  deep- 
ly on  your  Souls,  as  that  you  may  ex- 
prefs  this  in  a  real  Confeffion  of  him  in 
your  Words  and  Works,  fit.   i.    16. 
Mattb.  vii.  21.    This  is  indeed  to  know 
and  confefs  that  Jefus  Chriftiscome  in 
die  FleJh,  to  fetch  thence  the  Ground  of 
all  ovh*  Hope  and  Confolauon,  and  to 
draw  thence  the  mod  powerful  Motives 
to  walking,  even  as  be  milked,  to  im- 
prove it  for  Confidence  ii  him,  and  Obe- 
dience to  him. 
9     J  (hall  fpeak  then  a  Word  of  thefe  two 
,great  Ends  and  Purpoies,  of  God's  fend- 
ing his  own  Son,  in  the  Likenefs  of  Jin- 
ful  Flejb,  Ms  own  Glory,  and  Mans 
Good.    The  Song  of  Angels  at  his  Birth 
ibewsthis.  Glory  to  God  in  the  Hi&be/t, 
Peace  on  Eartb,  and  Good-mil  towards 
Man.    His  Glory  is  manifefted  in  it,  in 
an  eminent  Manner,  the  Glory  of  his 
Wifiiom,   that    found    out  a  Remedy. 
What  a  deep  Contrivance  was  it?    How 
infinitely  beyond  all  Creature-inventions  ? 
Truly  there  are  Riches  of  WifiiomJDepths 
of  Wifdom  in  it.    I  think  it  could  never 
haveentred  in  the  Thought  of  Men  or  An- 
gels :  All  Men  once  to  be  drowned  under 
a  Deluge  of  Sin  and  Mifcry,  and  made 
fubjeft  to*God's  righteous  Judgment,  and 
then  to  find  out  a  Way  how  to  deliver 
«nd  five  fo  many  ;  aU  the  Wififom  that 
ftines  in  the  Order  and  Beauty  of  the 
World,  ferns  to  be  but  a  rude  Draught 
fo  ..this.    Then,  herein  doth  the  Glory  of 
Ht  Mercy  and  Grace  thine  moft  brightly, 
that  he  transfers  the  PunUhment  due  to 
ftpu's  Sin,  upon  his  own  Son,  that  when 


no  Ranlbm  could  be  found  by  Man,  be 
finds  it  out,  bow  to  fatisry  his  own  Juftice, 
and  five  us.    Truly,   this  is  the  moft 
Joining  jewel  in  the  Crown  of  God  s 
Cbry,  fo  much  Mercy  towards  fo  mi- 
ferabk  Sinners,  fo  much  Grace  towards 
the  Rebellious.    If  he  had  pardoned  Sin, 
-without  any  Satisfaction,  what  rich  Grace 
bad  it  been  ?  But  truly,  to  provide  the 
Lamb  and  Sacrifice  hunleJf,  to  find  Out 
the  Ranlbm,  and  to  exaft  it  of  his  own 
Son,  in  our  Name,  is  a  Teftmony  of 
Mercy  and   Grace,    fir  beyond    that. 
But  then,  his  •Juftice  is  very  conlpicuous 
in  this  Wo* ;  and  indeed  thefe  two,  do 
illuftrate  one  another,  the  Juftice  of  God, 
in  taking  and  exalting  the  PuniJhment  of 
Sin,  upon  his  own  well  beloved  Son,  doth 
moft  eminently  heighten  the  Mercy  and 
Grace  of  God  towards  us ;  and  his  Grace 
and  Mercy  in  pafling  by  us,  doth  moil 
marveUouHy  illuftrate  the  Righteoufiieis  of 
God,  in  making  his  own  Son  a  Cur/e/or 
us.    What  Testimony  can  be  given  in 
the  World,  of  God's  Difpleafure  at  Sin, 
of  his  Righteoufnefs  in  punching  Sin,  like 
this?    There  was  no  fuch  Testimony  of 
Love  10  Sinners,  and  no  fuch  Demonstra- 
tion of  Hatred  at  Sin  imaginable.    That 
he  did  oojt  punjfh  Sin  in  us,  but  transfers 
it  over  on  the  moft  beloved  Son,  O  what 
Love  and  Grace ;  and  that  he  did  punifli 
his  own  Son,  when  ftancfing  in  the  Place  of 
SinixnflwtoR&teoufnefsindJuJfice. 
This  is  that  glorious  Myftery,  the  Con- 
junction of  theft  two  refplendent  Jewels, 
Jufice  and  Mercy,  of  Love  and  Dip 
pleafure,  in  one  Chain  of  drift's  Incar- 
nation, imo  wbicb  the  Antcls  dffire  to 
look,  1  Pet  i.  it.    And  truly  they  do 
wqnder  at  it,  and  praife  from  Wonder* 
This  is  it,  -that  the  Praifes  of  Men  and 
Angels  (hall  roll  about  eternally.  Dawd* 
Pfal.  ciii.  19.  forefceing  this  Day,  fcre- 
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told  it,  that  Angels  Should  praifc  Him, 
and  now  'tis  fulfiled,  when  all  tbefe  glo- 
rious Companies  of  holy,  powerful  Spi- 
~  rits,  welcome  the  Son  of  God  into  the 
World,  by  that  heavenly'  Harmony  of 
Fraife,  Luke  ii.  14. 

What  Lumpiftinefi  and  Earthlinefc  is  Hi 
us,  that  we  do  not  rife  up  above,  to  this 
Melody  in  our  Spirits,  to  join  with  Angels 
in  this  Song ;  we,  I  fay,  whom  it  muft 
concerns.  The  Angels  wonder;  and 
praifes  and  wonders  at  this,  becaufe  the 
Glory  of  God  (nines  fo  brightly  in  it,  as 
if  there  were  many  Suns  in  one  Firma- 
ment, as  the  Light  of  Seven  Days  in  one. 
Thefe  three  efpecially,  Wifdom,  Mercy, 
and  Grace,  Juftice  and  Righteouihefs, 
every  one  of  them  look  like-the  Sun  in  its 
Strength,  caried  about  in  this  Orb  of  the 
Redemption  of  Man,  to  the  ravifliing  of 
the  Hearts  of  all  the  honourable  and  glori- 
ous Compaines  above,  and  making  them, 
cbearfully  and  willingly  to  contribute  all 
their  Service  to  this  -Work,  to  be  minim 
firing  Spirits,  to  wait  on  the  Heirs~of 
Salvation. 

Now  when  the  Glory  oftheHlgheft, 
raifeth  up  fuch  a  melodious  Song  above, 
among  Angels,  O  what  fbould  both  the 
Glory  of  the  higheftGorf,  and  the  higheft 
Good  of  Man  do  tousr  When  the  great- 
eft  Glory  of  God,  and  the  chiefeft  Ad- 
vantage of  Man  are  linked  together  in 
this  Chain,  what  fhould  we  do  but  admire 
and  adore,  adore  and  admirer  and  while 
we  are  in  this  Earth,  lend  up  our>Confcm 
to  that  Harmdny  in  Heaven? 

In  Relation  to  our  Good,  much  might 
be  (aid,  but  we  (hall  briefly  (hew  unto 
you,  that  it  is  the  greateft 
of  our  Fakh,  and  the  ftrongeft 
10  Humlility,  that  can  be  afforded  _ 

if  we  could  be  compofed  thus  unto  Coif 
idence  and  Reverence,  to  glorify  him  by 


believing,  and  to  abafe  our  felves,  to  by 
lieve  in  him,  and  walk  humbly  with  him, 
upon  die  Meditation  of  Chrift's  coming 
in  the  Flefh,  this  would  make  us  true 
Chriftians  indeed.  ^ 

There  is  nothing  I  know,  more  power- 
ful to  perfwade  us  of  the  Reality  of  God'* 
Invitations  and  Promifes  to  us,  than  this. 
We  are  ftill  feeking  Signs  and  Tokens  of 
God's  Lovea  (bmething  to   warrand  Us 
to  come  10  God  in  Chrift,  and   to  per- 
fwade that  we   (hall  be  welcome;  and 
many  Chriftians  puddle  themfelves  in  the 
Mire  of  their  own  Darknefs*  and  DV~ 
couragement,  becaufethey  cannot  find  any 
Thing  in  themfelves,  that  can  give  but  the 
leaft  probable  Conjecture,  that  he  will 
admit  and  welcome  them  to  come   to* 
him,  or  that  fuch  precious  Promifes,  and 
fweet' Invitations,  can  belong  to  fuch  Sin- 
ners, as  they  conceive  themfelves  to  be.. 
Truly,  my  Beloved,  I  think,  while  we 
exerdfe  ourfelves  thus,  we  are  feeking 
the  Sun  with  a  Candle,  making  that  wnicji 
is  in  itfelf  as  b'right  as  the  Light  to  be 
more  dark.    The  Evidence  of  God's  Rt* 
ality,  in  offering  Life  to  you  in  Chrift,  and 
his  Willingnefs  to  receive  you,  it  is  nor 
without  the  Compife  of  his  Invitational^ 
yet  youfeek  it  where  it  is  leaft  to  be 
found,  that  is,  in  y?ur  felves :  But  indeed, 
his  Invitations  in  the  Gofpel,  carry  the 
Evidence  in'  their'  Bofom,  that  which  is 
above  all  other  Signs  and  Evidences,  that 
he  did  even  fend  his  own  Son  in  the  Flefh  ■ 
for  this  Purpofe ;  is  there  any  Thing  be* 
fides  this,  either  greater,  or  dearer?    I* 
think  we  arc  like  thefe,,  who,,  when  they 
had  feen  many  Signs  and  Wonders  done. 
by  Chrift,  which  did  bear  Teftimdny 
—  all  the  World  of  his  Divine  Nature, 
v  _t  they  wdiikl  not  be  latisfied,  but  fought 
out  another  Sign,  tempting  bim,  Mat. 
uL  i,    And  truly,  be  might  return  this < 
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AniWer  co  us,  O  wicked  and  adulterous 
Generation,  that  feeketb  after  a  Sign, 
there  Jball  no  Sign  be  given  to  tbee,  but 
the  Sign  of  the  Prophet  Jonas.  The 
greateft  Ttjtfimony  that  can  be  imagined, 
.is  given  already,  that  the  Father  fliould 
(end  his  only  begotten  and  well  beloved 
Son,  into  this  State  of  a  Servant,  for 
Man:  If  this  do  not  farisfy,  I   know  not 

•  what  will.  I  fee  not  haw  any  Work  of 
his  Spirit  in  us,  can  make  lb  much  Evi- 
dence of  his  Reality,  and  F.ithfulnefs  in 
.ibeGofpel,  and  of  his  Willingncfs  towel* 
come  Sinners.  All  the  Works  of  the 
Creation,  all  the  Works  of  Grace,  are  no- 
thing to   this,  to  manifeft    his  Love  to 

•  Men;  and  therefore  there  is  a  lingular, 
Note  upon  it,  God  Jo  loved  the  World% 

;  that  bejent  his  Son,  Joh.  iii.  16.     xtnd 

in  this  was  Love  manifilted,tbat  be 

.gave  bis  Son,    i  Joh.  iv.  9.    If -Men 

■and  Angels  had  fet  themfelves  to  devife 

and  find  out  a  Pledge  or  Confirmation  of 

■  the  Love   of  Cod,    they    would    hare 

.fallen  upon  feme  Revelation    unto,  or 

fotne  Operation  upon  their  Spirits;  but 

alas,  this  is  infinitely  above  that,  bis  own 

'txprefs  Image,  and  the  Brigbtnefs  of 

\bis  Glory,  is  come  down  to  bear  Wit- 

nefs  of  his  Love :  nay,  he  who  is  equal 

rwith  himfelf  in  Glory,  is  given  as  a  Gift 

•  to  Men,  and  is  not  he  infinitely  more  than 
•.created  Gifts,  or  Graces,  -* ho  is  ihe  very 

Spring  and  Fountain  of  them  all?     God 
Jo  loved  the  World,  that  truly  he  gave  no 

•  fuch  Gift  betides,  to  teflify  fuch  a  Love : 
Therefore,  when  all  that  he  hath  done  in 
this  4Und,  cannot  fitisty  thy  fcntpulous 
Mind,  but  thai  wilt  ft  ill  goon,  to  feftl; 

<«aore  Confirmation  of  his  Readintfs 
.receive  thee,    I  think  it  it  a  tempti,  _ 
the  Holy  One,- which  may^fraw  fuch 
Anfwer  from  him,  O  wicked  and  -adulter? 
ansrPerfon,  there  dull  oo  Sign  tighten 


thee,  but  that  which  is  darker  than  the  for- 
mer, that  which  thou  lhalt  underftand 
lefs ;  thou  may  get  what  thou  fceks,  per- 
haps fome  more  Satisfaction  in  rhy  own 
Condition,  but  it  (hall  plung  thee  more  in 
the  (flue  ;  thou  (halt  alwjys  be  unfettled 
and  unconHant  as  Watei\,  thou  Jtuilt 
not  excel/.  !  confefs  indeed,  if  we  fpeak 
of  theManifeftation  of  One's  particular  In - 
tereft  in  thefe  Promifes,  and  of  an  Evi- 
dence of  the  Love  of  God  to  thee,  in  par- 
ticular, then  there  mud  needs  be  fome- 
thiug  wrought  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  on  thy 
Soul,  to  draw  down  the  general  Tefti- 
mony  of  God's  Love  to  Mankind,  into  a 
pauicular  Application  to  thy  ielf.  -  But,  that 
I  do  not  fpeak  of  now,  becaufe  that  is  the 
Sealing  of  the  Spirit  after  believing  ;  and 
becaufe  you  are  always  unfettled  in  the  firft, 
and  main  Point,  of  flying  unto  the  Son. 
and  waiting  on  him  for  Life,  therefore 
have  you  To  much  Inevidence  and  Weak* 
nefs  in  that  which  follows.  .  That  which 
I  now  fpeak  of,  la,  that  if  this  were  cor- 
dially believed,  and  feriouily  confidered, 
that  God  fent  his  own  Son  in  the  flejb, 
to  Jave  Sinners,  you  could  not  readily 
have  any  Doubt,  but  that  you  coming  to 
Mm  for  Salvation,  would  be  weclome,  you 
could  not  (ay,  that  fuch  precious  Invita- 
tions could  not  belong  to  Sinners,  or  that 
he  cquW  not  love  the  like  of  you.  Truly, 
I  thi>k,  if  the  general  were  laid  to  Heart, 
that  God  hath  fo  loved  Mankind,  that  he 
gave  fuch  a  Gift  unto  them,  there  is  none 
could  make  any  more  Queftion  of  his  Re- 
ality, when  that  Gift  is  tendered  to  any 
in  particular.  Nay,  I  think  at  is  the 
inoonfideratbn  of  this  genetal  Evidence 
ManiftfUtion  of  Love  to  the  World, 
makes  you  fo  perplexed  in  Particulars, 
ild  you  have  fo  much  Difficulty  to  be- 
e  his  Love  to  you,  if  you  indeed  be- 
lieve that  he  hath  taved  the  World*  that 
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m;  fo  many  Thoufands  like  you  ?  Is  there 
£>  much  Diftance,  I  pray  you,  between 
you  and  another,  as  between  him  and  all  ? 
Ifthen  he  loves  fo  many  miferable  Sinners, 
is  there  any  Impoffitylity  in  it,  but  he 
may  love  you?  For  what  is  in  them, 
thatmight  conciliate  his  Lore  ?  I  tell  you, 
why  I  think  the  right  Apprehenfion  of  the 
general  Truths,  of  the  Gofpel  would  be 
able,  like  the  Sun  in  its  Strength,  to  feat- 
ter  all  the  Clouds  and  Mifts  of  our  pani- 
cutafclntereft-debates  ;  becaufe  I  find, 
tUMefe  very  Grounds,  upon  which  you 
call  in  Qutftion  your  own  particular  In- 
tereil,  if  you  did  confidef  them,  you 
would  find  they  go  a  furrher  Length,  to 
conclude  againft  all  others;  and  either 
they  have  no  Strength  in  yotfr  Cafe,  or 
they  will  be  of  equal  Force  to  batter 
down  the  Confidence  of  all  the  Saints, 
and  the  Certainty  of  all  the  Promifes. 
What  is  it  that  m>ubIesjou,  but  that  you 
are  Sinners,  and  fuch  Sinners,  fo  vile,  and 
loathibme?  From  whence  you  do  conclude, 
not  only,  that  you  have  no  prefent  Af- 
furance  of  his  Love,  but  that  he  cannot 
Jove  fuch  a  one  as  you  are.  Now,  I  fay, 
if  this  hold  good,  in  Reference  to  you, 
take  heed  that  you  condemn  not  your 
fehes  in  that  wbicb  you  approve,  that 
is,  that  you  do  not  difpute  againf^  the  In- 
tereft  of  all  the  Saints,  who  were  fuch 
as  you  are,  and  the  Truth  of  thefe  funda- 
mental Pofmons  of  the  Gofpel,  God  fo 
loved  the  World,  &c.  And  fo  you  do 
not  only  wrong  your  felves,  but  all  others ; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  you  offer  the  greateft 
Indignity  toltim.that  out  of  Love  ©nt  his 
Son,  and  to  him,  who  out  of  Love,  came 
and  laid  down  his  Life.     O  confider  how 


you  indignity  and  fetat  nought  that  great  ^make  Boldnefs    of  Acyefs,    that 


Manifeftation  of  God's  Love,  God  ma- 
nifefted  in  tbe  Flejb  ;  how  you  defpife 
his  Love-pledge  to  Sinners,  a  greater  than" 


which  he  could  not  give  you,  becaufe  as 
great  as  hin.fclf.     O  that  you  co'uid  £* 
the  Confequence  of  your  anxious  and  per- 
plexing Doubts,  that  they  do  hot  only  an. 
Injury  to  your  own  Souls,  bw  they  are 
of  a  more  bloody  Nature;  it"  they  -hoM  ■ 
goo  J,  they  would  cut  ofy  the  Life  and  Sal- 
vation of  ail  Believers,  and,  which  is  v/orfc, 
they  will  by  an  unavoidable  Confequence,  . 
conclude    an    antichriilian    Foiflr,    that 
Chrift  is  not  come  in  the  Fiefn ;  I  bei'jcdi 
you  unbovvel  your  Evils,  that  you  may 
abhor  them. 

This  may  ftrengihen  our  Faith,    and 
minifter  much    Confoiation,  in    another 
Confideration  too ;  that  which  is  laid  down 
Heb.  ii.  17.  and  iw  1 ;.    that  he  way 
Partaker  of  ourNat  we  And  in  all  things 
like  unto  bir  Brethren,  ib4if0.be  might 
be  a  merciful  High-prieft,  able  tojkc- 
cour  us,  and  touched  <&itb  tbe  feeling  '. 
of  our  Infirmities.     What  ftrong  Con- 
foiation may  be  fuckt  out  of  thefe  Breads  ? 
When  itVas  impoflible  thatJVIan  could 
rife  up   to  God,   becaufe  of  his  infinite 
Highnefs,  and  Holinefs,  behold,  God  hath 
come  down  to  Alan,  in  his  Lownefi,  and 
Bafehefs ;  he  hath  fent"  down  thi$  Ladder 
from  Heaven   to   the  Earth,  that  4>oot 
wretched  Sinners  may  afcend  upon  it ;  k 
is   come  down,  *s  low  as  our  infirm, 
weak  and  frail. Nature,  that  we  may  have 
eafy  coming  up  to  it,  and  going  up  upon 
it  to  Heaven  :  Therefore  his  Fleih  is  cal- 
led, z.new  and  living  Way,  becaufe  ^ 
poor  Sinner  may  be  aflured  of  Welcome, 
and  Acceptation  with  one   of  his  own 
Kind,  his  Brother,   (  be  was  not  ajbtim- 
edto  call  us  Brethren,)  Flejb  of  bis 
Flejb,  and  Bofte  of  bis  Bone.  This  may 


we 


have  not  God  to  fpeak  to,    or  come  to, 

immediately,  as  he  i«Ioathed.with  Glory. 

and  Majefty,  and  as  the  Jew  heard  him 
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on  Mount  Sinai,  and  defired  a  Mediator 
between  him  and  them ;  but  that,  that 
great  Prophet  promifcd  to  them,  hath 
come,  and  we  hare  him  between  us  and 
God,  as  low  as  we,  that  we  may  fpeak  to 
him,  riding  upon  an  Afs,  a  low  ^dfs, 
that  every  one  may  whilper  their  De- 
fires  in  his  Ear,  and  yet  as  high  as 
God,  that  he  may  fpeak  to  God,  and 
have-JWet  with  him.  Truly  this  is  a 
fveet  tryfting  Place,  to  meet  God  in,  that 
no  Seiner  may  have  any  Fear  to  come  to 
it,  to  this  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Reconciliati- 
on. How  may  it  perfwade  us  of  that  great 
Privilege,  that  we  may  become  the  Sons 
of  God*  when  the  Son  of  Cod  is  be- 
come the  SonofJtfan,}oh.  i.  n,  12. 
Truly,  though  it  be  hard  to  be  believed, 
that  iucb  as  we  (hould  become  the  Sons 
of  the  great  King ;  yet  it  is  nothing  fo 
Arange  as  this,  that  the  eternal  and  only 
begotten  Son  of  the  great  God9  (hould 
become  the  Son  of  wretched  Man ; 
that  Highnefs  will  be  eafily  believed,  if 
we  conftder  this  Lownefs.  It  will  not 
be  fo  hard  to  perfwade  a  Soul,  that  there 
is  a  Way  of  Untop  and  Reconciliation  to 
God,  of  being  vet  at  Peace  with  hiro,  if 
this  be  pondered,  that  God  hath  marries 
his  own-  Nature  with  ours,  in  one  Per- 
fon,  to  be  a  Pledge  of  that  Vnion  arjd 
Peace.  And  then,  how  -much  quicken- 
ing and  Comfort  may  it  yield  us,  that 
he  was  not  $nly  a  Man,  but  a  miserable 
Man,  and  that  not  through  any  Neceflity 
of  Love  and  Comp*ffion  ?  He  had  enough 
of  Mercy  to  lave  us  as  God,  he  had  e- 
nough  of  Love  and  Compaffion  as  Man; 
but  lie  would  take  on  Mifery  too,  in  his 
own  Perfon,  that  he  might  be  experimen- 
tally merciful  to  us.  Certainly,  the  Ex- 
perience of  Mifery  and  Infirmity,  rauft 
fuperadd  fome  Teofieraefs,  to  the  Heart  of 
.  our  Higb-priefl :  But  though  it  did  not 


help  him  to  be  more  pitiful,  yet  it  was 
done  for  us,  to  help  us  to  have  more 
Confidence  in  him,  and  Boldnefs  to  cojm 
unto  him.  What  an  Encouragement^* 
for  a  poor  -Man  to  come  unto 
(once)  poor  Jefus  Chrift,  who  bad 
not  where  to.  lay  bis  Headt*  He  knows 
the  Evil  of  Poverty,  and  he  choofed  to 
know  it,  that  he  might  have  Compa/lion 
on  thee.  With  what  Boldnefs.  may  poor 
afBifted  and  defpifed  Believers  come 
to  him?  Why?  becaufe,  he  himijgUiad 
Experience  of  all  that,  and  Tie  wasrarai- 
liarly  acquainted  with  Grief  and  Sorrow, 
therefore  he  can  fympathize  beft  with 
thee.  Let  us  fpeak  even  of  linful  In/irmi. 
ties  thou^rt  fubjetf  to,  that  there  might  1 
be  a  SuitaUenefs  in  him  to  help  thee,  he 
came  as  nigh  as  might  be,  he  was  will- 
ing to  be  tempted  to  Sin,  and  fo  he 
knows  the  Power  that  Temptations  muft 
have  over  weak*  and  frail  Natures  ;  but 
fin  he  could  not,  for  that  .had  been"  Evil 
for  us.  Let  this  then  give  us  Boldnefs  to 
jometohim. 

I  would  defire  to  perfwade  you  to 
Humility  from  this,  according  to  the  LeP 
ion  Chrift  gives  us,  Mattb.  xi.  29.  Learn 
)f  me%  I  am  meek  and  lowly.  And  the 
Apuftle  makes  lingular  Ufeofthis  MyP 
eery  of  the  Abatement  of  the  Majefty, 
to  abate  from  our  high  Etfeem  of 
our  felves,  Fbil.  ii.  3,  4,  5,  6:  O 
Ibould  not  the  fame  Mind  be  in  usjbat 
was  in  Cbrijt.  God  abafed,  Man  ex- 
alted,  how  unfiiitable  are  tfeefe  think 
you  ?fGod  lowly  in  Condition  and  DiP 
pofnibtt,  and  Man,  though  bafe  in  Con- 
dition, yet  high  in  his  Difp^fitif >n,  and  in 
his  own  Estimation!  What  more  myP 
terious,  than  God  humbled?  And  what 
more  monftrous,  than  Man  proud  ? 
Truly,  Pride  it  is  the  molt  deformed 
Thing  in  a  Man,  but  in  a  Chriflian,  it 

is 
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ismonftrous  and  prodigious.     If  he  did 
bumble  himielf  out  ot  Charity  and  Love, 

%ho  was  .fo  high  and  glorious,  how 
flnuld  we  humble  our  felres  out  of  Ne- 
ceffity,  who  are  fo  low^nd  bale  ?  And 
out  of  Charity  and  Love  too,"  to  be  con- 
formed and  like  unto  him  ?  Nature  may 
perfwade  the  one,  but  Chriftianity  teach- 
eth  the  other,  to  be  lowly  in  Mind,  and# 
efle^m  every  one  better  than  our  felves  " 
To  be  meek,  patient,  Long-fuflering,  Rea- 

'  fon  may  perfwade  it,  upon  the  Confide- 


ration  of  our  own  Baienefi,  Emptinefs, 
Frailty,  and  Nothingnefs.  But  this  Lef 
fon  is  taught  in  Chrift's  School,  not  from 
that  Motive  only,  the  Force  of  Necef- 
fity,  but  from  a  higher  Motive,  the  Gon« 
flraint  of  Love  to  Jefus  Chrift :  Learn 
of  me.  Suppofe  there  were  00  Necef 
fity  of  Reafon  in  it,  yet  Affeftion  might 
be  a  ftionger  Neceffity,  to  perfwade  Con* 
formity  to  hifti,  and.  following  his  Exam- 
ple, who  became  fo  low,  and  bumbled 
bimfelf  to    the    Death,  evetifbruf. 


SERMON   XIII. 

Ver.  3. And  for  Sin  condemned  Sin  in  the  Flejb% 

THE' great  and  wonderful  AAiorw 
of  great  and  excellent  PerfoBsy  mud 

needs  have  fame  great  Ends  anlwerable  to 

them.  Wifdom  will  teach-themnottodo 

lirange  Things,  but  for  fome  rare  Purpp- 

(e^.j  for  it  were  a  Folly  and  Madnefs  to 

do*  great  Things,  to  compafs  fome  fmall 

and  petty  End,   as*  unfuitable  as  that  a 

Mountain  fhould  travel  to  bring  forth  a 

Moufe.  Truly-  we  muft  conceive,  that  it 

mud  needs  be  fome  honourable  and  high 

Buiinefs,  that  brought  down  fo  high  and 

honourable  a  P4rfon  from  Heaven,  as  the 

Son  of  God ;  it  it  mull  be  fomething  pro- 
portioned to  his  Majefty  and  his  Wiftom ; 
.and  indeed  fo  it  is.    There  is  a  great 

capital  Enemy  againft  God  in  the  World, 
'that  is  Sin  ;  this  arch  Rebel  hath  drawn 

Mari  from  his  Subordinated  to  God,  and 

town  a  perpetual   Difcord  and  Enmity 

between  them  ;  this  hath  conquered  all 
.  Mankind,  and  among  the  reft*  even  the 

Eiear  aad  Chofcn  of  God,  theft  whom 


God  hacPin  his  eternal  Council  predefli* 
nated  to  Life  and  Salvation  ;  Sin  brings* 
all  in  Bondage,  and  exercifeth  the  moft 
perfeft  Tyranny  ovffr  them,  that  can  be 
imagined ;  makes  Men  to  ferve  all  its  im- 
perious Lufts#and  then  all  the  Wages  is 
Death,  it  binds  them -over  to  Judgment. 
Now  this  Sedition  and  Rebellion  being 
arifen  in  the  World,  and  one  of  the  molt 
noble  Creatures  carried  away  in  this  Re- 
volt,  from  Allegiance  to  the  Divint  Ma- 
jefty ;  die  .moft  holy  and  wife  Council 
of  Heaven  concludes  to  fold* the  Kings 
Son,  to  compete  this  rebellion,  to  .re- 
duceMeh  again' unto  Obedience,  and  to 
dtftroy  that  arch  Traitor,  Sin,  which 
his  Nature  moft  abhors.  And  for  tins 
End  the  Son  of  the  great  King*  Je&s 
Chrift,  came  down  into  the  World,  to 
deliver  captive  Man,  and  to  condemn 
conquering  Sin.  There  is  no  Objeft  that 
God  hadi  fo  pure  and  perfeft  Difpleaftre 
at,  as  Sin ;  therefore  he  fern  to  condemn- 
Ffs  that 
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that  which  he  hates  moil,  and  ,perfeftly 
he  hates  it,  to  condemp  Sin  ;  and  this  is 
exprefled  as  the,  Earrn^  of  his  coming, 
1  Job.  iii.  5,   8.  to  dtfroy  tbe  Works 
cf  tbe   Devil;  all  his  wick-d  and  hellifh 
Plots  and  Contrivances  againft  Man,  ail 
that  Poifon  of  Enmity  and  Sin,  that  out 
of  Envy  and  Malice  he  fpued  out  Upon 
Man,  and  inftilled  into  his  Nature;  all 
thefe  Works  of  th#  Prince  of  Darkneis, 
in  enticing  Man  from  Obedience  to  Rebel- 
lion, and  tyrannizing  over  him  fince,  by 
the  imperious  Laws  of  his  own  Lulls ; 
in  a  Word,  alUhat  Work  that  was  con- 
trived in  Hell,  to  bring  poor  Man  down 
to  that  fame   Mifery  with  .  Devils ;  all 
that  Chrift  the  oniy  begotten  Son  ft  the 
great  King,  came  ( for   thfs  noble  Buii- 
nefs  )  to  deftroy  it :  That  Tower  which 
Satan  was  building  up  againft  Heaven, 
and  had  laid  the  Foundation  of  It  as  low 
*s  Hell,  this  was  Chrifts  Bufmefs,  down 
"among  Men,  to  deftroy  that  Babylon,  that 
Tower  of  Darkncfs  and  Confufion,  and 
to  buiid  up  a  Tower  of  Light  and  Life, 
to  which  Tower,  Sinne^  might  come* 
and  be  fife,  and  by  which  they   might 
.really  aftend   inter  Heaven.    Some  do, 
by  thefe  Words,  for  Sin,  under/land  the 
Dccanon  and  Reafon  of  Chilli's  coming, 
that  it  was,  becaufe  Sin   had  conquered 
the  World,  and  fubje&ed  Man  to  Con- 
demnation.4,   therefore  Jdus  Chrift  came 
into  the  World,  to  conquer  Sin,  and  con- 
demn it,   that  we   might  be  free  from 
Condemnation  by  Sin.     And  this  was  the 
(pecialCaufe  pf  his  taking  on  Flejb.  IfSjn 
had  not  entered  in  the  World,  Chrift  had 
not  come  into  it ;  and  if  Sin  had  not  e- 
refted  a  Throne  in  Mans  Fleto,  Chrift 
had  not  taken  on  Flefo,  he  had  not  come 
•n  the  Likenefs  of  finful  Flefo :  So   that 
this  may  adrainifter  unto  usabundant  Con- 
folatiun.    If  this  was  the  very  Caufe'  of. 


his  coming,  that  which  drew  hin^  down 
from  that  delightful  and  blefled  Bofom  oL 
the  Father,  theii  he  will  certainly  do  th« 
which  he  came  for  ;  he  cannot  fail  of  his 
Purpofe,  he  cannot  mils  his  End :  he  rauft 
condemn  Si'n,znd  five  Sinners.  And  rru'ely 
tKis  is  wonderful  Love,. that  he  took  Sin 
only  for  his  Party,  and  came,  only  for 
Sin-,  or  againft  Sin,  and  not  againft  poor 
Sinners:  He  had  no  Commifilon  of  the 
Father,  but  this,  as  himfelf  declares,  Job. 
iii.  i  j.  For,  Godfent  not  bis  Son  into 
tbe  World;  to  condemn  tbe  World,  but 
tbattbe  World  tbrougbbim  might  be  fat- 
ed.   As  one  bbfcrves  well,  Chrift  would 
never  have  hinted  at  fiich  a  Jealoufy,  or 
fuggefted  fuch  a  Thought  to  Mens  Minds, 
bad  it  not  been  in  them  before  ;  but  this 
we  are  naturally  inclined  unto,to  think  hard 
of  God,  and  can  hardly  be  perfwaded  of 
his  Love,  when  once  we  arc  perfwaded  of 
our  Enmity.    Indeed  the  mod  Part  of 
the  World  fancy  a  Perfwatien  of  Gbd's 
Love,  and  have  not  many  Jealoufies  of  it, 
becaufe  they  know  not  their  ownEnmity 
againft  (Sod  ;  but  let  a  Man  fee  himfelf 
indeed  God's  Enemy,  and  it  is  very  hard 
to  make  him  believe  any  other  Thing  of 
God,  but  that  he  carries  ahoftileMind  a- 
gainft  him  ;  and  therefore  Chrift,  to  take 
off*  this,  Verfwades  and  aflures.  us,  that 
neither  the  Father  nor  he  had  any  Defign 
upon  poor  Sinners,  nor  any  Ambuflimenc 
againft  them,  but  mainly,  if  not  only,  this 
was  his  Ptirpofe  in  fending,  and  Chrift's 
in  coming,  not  againft.  Man,  but  againft  • 
Sin,  not  to  condemn   Sinners,  but    to 
condemn  Sin,  and  fave  Sinners.  -  O  blef- 
fed  and  unparalleld  -Love !    that  made 
fuch  a  reaf  DirHnction  between  Ski  and 
Sinners,  who  were  Co  really  one.     Shall 
net  we  be  content  to  have  that  woful  and 
accurfed  Union  wi:h  Sin  diflblved?  Shall 
,  not  we  be  willing  to  let  Siobe  condemned 

in 
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in  us,  and  to  have  our  own  Souls  fa ved? 
A  btfrcch  you,  Beloved  in  the  Lord,  do 
not  think  to  maintain  always  Chrift's  Ene- 
my, that  great  Traitor,  againft  which  he 
came  from  Heaven :  Wonder  that  hedoth 
cot  profecutebojb  as  Enemies ;  but  if  he 
will  deftroy  the  one,  and  fave  the  other, 
O  let  it  be  deftroy  ed,  not  you  ;  aftd-fo 
much  the  more,  for  that  it  will  deftroy 
you  •  Look  to  him,  fo  Jniquity  /ball  not 
be  your  Ruine,  but  he  (hall  be  the  Ruine 
of  Iniquity  ;  -but  if  you  will  not  admit  of 
filch  a  Divifion  between  you  and  your 
Sins,  take  heed  that  you  be  not  eternally 
undivided,  that  you  havenot  one  common 
Lot  for  ever,  that  is,  Condemnation, 
Many  would  be  faved,  but  they  would  be 
be  faved  with  Sin  too  ;  Alas !  that  will 
condemn  thee.  As  lor  Sip,  he  hath  pro- 
claimed irreconcilable  Enmity  againft  it, 
he  hath  no  Quarter  to  give  it,  he  will  ne- 
ver come  in  Terms  of  Ctompofition  with 
it f  and  all  becaufe  it  is  his  mortal  Enemy  ; 
therefore  let  Sin  be  condemned,  that  thou 
may  be  faved.  It  cannot  be  faved  with( 
thee,  but  thou  may  be  condemned  wiuV 
it. 

The  Word,  fornSin,  may  be  taken  in 
another  Senfe  as  fitly,  a  Sacrifice  for 
Sin  ;  fo  that  the  Meaning  is,  Jetis  Chrift 
came  to  condemn  and  overthrow  Sinj  in 
its  Flea  againft  us,  by  a  Sacrifice  for  Sin, 
that  is,  by  offering  up  his  own  Body  or 
Flefh.  And  tiius,  you  have  the  Way  and 
Means  bow  Chrift  conquered  Sin,  and 
accompliihed  the  Bufmeli  he  warfent  for. 
Jt  was  bv  offering  a  Sacrifice  for  Sin*  to 
expiate  Wrath,  and  to  fatisfy  Juftice  :  &be 
Sting  and  Atrejigtb  of  Death  if  Sin,  and 
the  Strength  of  Sin  is  the  'JLaw,  as  the 
Apoftlefpeaks  it,  i.  Cor.  xv.  55.  We 
had  two  great  Enemies  againft  us,  two 
great  *I*yrants  over  us,  Sin  and  Death. 
Death  had  paft  upo»  all  Mankind,  Bot  on- 


ly the  Miferie*  of  this  Life  and  temporal 
'  Death  had  fubjefted  .all  Men,  but  the  Fear 
of  an  eternal  Death,  of  an  everjafting 
Separation  from  the  blefledFace  of  God, 
might  have  ieized  upon  all,  and  fubjefted 
them" to  Bondage,  H eb.  ii.  15.  But  the 
Strength  and  Stitfg  of  that  is  Sin ;  it'is 
Sin  that  arms  Death  and  Hell  againft  us, 
take  away  Sin,  and  you  take  away  (he 
Sring,  the  Strength  of  Death,  it  hath  no  . 
Force  or  Power  to  hurt  Man,  but 
Death,  being  the  Wages  due  for  Sin, 
Rom.  vi.  23.  All  tjie  Certainty  and  Effioh 
cy  in  the  Wages,  flows  from  this  Work 
of  Darkncfs,  Sin.  Bur,  Now  the  Strength 
of  Sin  is  the  LaiJ  \  this  puts -a  poifonabte 
and  deftruftive  Venue  in  the  Sting  of  Sin, 
for  it  is  the  Sentence  of  GocVs  Law,  and 
thejuftice  and  RighteoufnefsofGod,  that 
hath  made  fo  inieparabie  a  Connection 
between  Sin  and  Death  ;  this  gives  Sin  a 
deftroying  and  killing  Vertue.  Juftice 
arms  it  with  Power  and  Authority,  to 
condemn  Man,  fo  that  there  can  be  no 
Freedom,  no  Relearement  from  that  Con- 
de/nnation,  no  efgjiewin^that  fatal  Sting 
of  Death,  unlefs  the  Sentence  of  Gods- 
Law,  which  hath  pronounced,  thou  Jhalt 
die,  be  repealed,  and  the  Juftice  of  God 
be  fatisfied  by  a  Ranfom.  And  this  being 
done,  the  Strength  of  Sin  is  quite  gone, 
and  fo  the  Sting  of  Death  removed. 

Now  this  had  been  impoflibiefor  Mao 
to  dp,  thefe  Parties  were  too  ftrong  for 
any  created  Po**r,  the  Strength  of  Sin  to 
condemn  may  be  called  feme  way  in- 
finite, becaufe  it  flows  from  the  unrhangc- 
able  Law  of  the  infinite  Juftice  of  Gcd~ 
Nowf  what  Power  cculd  encounter  that 
Strength,  except'  that  which  hath  infinite 
Strength  too  ?  Therefore,  it  behoved  the 
Son  of  God*  tp  come  for  this  Bufinefs, 
to  condemn  Sin,  and  fave  the  Sinner. 
And  being  come,  he  yokes  firft  with  the 

very 
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very  Strength  of  Sin,  for  he  knew  where 
its  Strength  did  \y,  and  (q  did  encounter, 
firft  of  all,  with  that,  even  the  Juftice  of 
his  Father,  Tbe  Hand-writing  of  Ordi- 
nance s  that  was  againft  us  \  tor  if  once 
be  can  fet  them  afuie,  as  either  vanquished 
or  fatisfied,  he  hath  little  elfe  to  do.  Now, 
He  doth  not '  take  a  violent  Way  in,  this 
either,  he  doth  it  not  with  the  ftrong 
Hand,  but  deals  wifely,  and  (to  fpeak  fo 
with  Reverence) cunningly  in  \x,be  came 
under  tbe  Law,  tbat  be  might  redeem 
them  wbo  were  under  tbe  Law,  Gal. 
ivj  4.  Force  will  not  do  it,  the  Law  can- 
not be  violated,  Jurtice  ^annot  be  com 
pelled  fo  forego  its  Right  ;  therefore,  our 
Lord  Jefus  choofeth,  as  it  were,  to  com- 
pound with  the  Law.  to  fubmit  unto  it, 
He  was  made  under  tbe  Law,  he  who 
was  above  the  Law,  being  Lawgiver  in 
Mount  Sinai,  Ads  vii.  3I.  Gal.  iii.  19. 

•  He  cometh  under  the  Bond  anSTye  of  it, 
to  fulfil  it.  I  came  not  to  deftroy  tbe  Law, 
f>ut  to  fulfil  it,  Mat.  v.  1 7.  He  would  not 
offer'Violence  to  the  Law>  to  deliver  Sin- 
ners, contrary^}  tbe  (Jpmminarion  o£it, 
or  without  Satisfaction  pven  unto  it,  for, 
that  would  refleft  upon  the  Wifdom  and 
Righteoufnefsof  the  Father  who  gave  the 
Law  \  But  he  doth  it  better,  in  an  amica- 
ble Way,  by  Submiflion  and  Obedience  to 
alijts  Demands ;  whatfoever  tt  craved  of 
the  Sinner  he  fulfils  that  Debt,  he  fatisfies 
(be  Bond,  in  his  own  Perfbn,by  fuffiring, 

.and  fulfils  all,  the  Commandments   by 

Obedience  :     And  thus,   by   Subjection 

to   the  Law,  he  gets  Power  over   the' 

■  Law,  becaufeUt  Subjection  takes  away  all 

•its  Claim  and  Right  over  us  ;  therefore, 
it  is  faicf,  that  be  blotted  out  tbe  Hand- 
writing  of  Ordinances,  wbicb  was  a- 
gainft  us,  by  nailing  it  to  lis  Crofs,  and 

fo  took  it  out  of  tbf  Wfcy%  Col.  ii.  14. 
Having  fulfilled  the  Bond,  he  canteU'd  it, 


and  fo  it  fiends  in  no  Force,  either  againft 
htm  or  us  ;  thus,  tbe  Strength  of  Sin* 
wbicb  i,  tbe  Law,  is  removed,  and  b> 
this  Means,  Sin  is  condemned  in  tbe 
flejb,  by  thcfuff&ing  of  bis  Flejb,  it  it 
fallen  from  all  its  Plea  againft  Sinners ; 
for,  that  upon  which  it  did  hang,  viz.  the 
Senrence  of  the  Law,  is  taken  out  of  the 
Way,  fo  that  it  hath  no  apparent  Ground 
to  fatten  any  Accufation  upon  a  poor  Sin- 
ner, <|iat  flies  into  Jefus  Chrift,  and  no 
Ground  at  all  to  condemn  him,  it  is 
wholly  difabled  in  that  Point ;  for,  as  the 
the  Pbiliftines  found  wiiere  Sam  I  on  % 
Strength  lay,  and  cutted  his  Hair,  fo 
Chrift  hath  in  his  Wifdom  found  where 
the  Sin's  Plea,  againft  Man  lay,  and  hath 
cutted  off  the  Hair  of  it.  that  is,  tbe 
Hand-writing  of  Ordinances  wbicb  was 
againft  us. 

This  is  that  which  hath  been  (hadowed 
out,  from  the  Beginning  of  the  eWorld, 
by  tbe  Types  of  Sacrifices  and  Cererao- ' 
nies:  .All  thefe  Offerings  of  Beafts,  of 
Fowls,  and  fuch  like,  under  the  Law, 
held  forth  this  one  Sacrifice,  that  was  of- 
fered in  tbe  Fulnefs  of  Vime,  to  be  a 
Propitiation  for  tbe  Sins  of  tbe  World ; 
and  fomething  of  this  was  ufed  among 
"the  Gentiles, before  Chrifts  coming, cer- 
tainly by  Tradition  front  the  Fathers, 
who  hare  looked  afar  off  to  this  Day,  ' 
when  thisjweetfmelling  Sacrifice  ihould 
be  offered  up  to  appeafe  Heaven.  And  it 
w  not  without  a  fpecial  Providence,  and 
worthy  the  remarking,  that  fince  the  ple- 
nary and  fubftantial  One  was  offered, 
the  Cuftom  of  facrificing  hath  ceafed 
throughout  the  World;  God,  as  it  were, 
proclaiming  to  all  Men  by  thisCeflation  of 
Sacrifices,  as  well  as  Silence  of  Oracles, 
that  the  true  atonement  and  Propitia* 
Hon  is  come  already,  and  the  true  Pr+> 
pbet  is  come-  from  Heaven,  to*  reveal 
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God's  Mind  unto  the"  World.  There 
wert  many  Ceremonies  in  facrificing  ob- 
served to  hold  out  unto  us  the  Perfection 
of  our  Atonement  and  Propitiation :  They 
laid  their  Hands  on  the  Beaft,  who 
brought  it,  to  fignify  the  Imputation  of 
our  Sins  to  Chrift,  that  be.  who  knew  no 
Sin,  was  made  Sin  for  us,  that  w  might 
be  made  the  Rigbteoufnefs  of  God  in 
him.  And  truly  it  is  worth  the  Obferva- 
tion,  that  even  thofe  Sacrifices  for  Sin 
were  called  Sin*  and  fo  the  Word  is  ufed 
promifcuoufly  yi  Leviticus,  to  point  out 
unto4is,  thatjefus  Chrift  (hould  mzlebis 
Soul  Sin,  IhAvi.  10.  that  is,  a  S^rifice 
for  Sin,  and  be  made  Sin  for  us,  that  is, 
a  Sacrifice  for  Sin.  When  the  Blood  was 
poured  ouf(becaufe  without  Shedding  of 
Blood,  no  Reconciliation,  Heb.  x.) 
the  Prieftftrinkled it fevenTtmes before 
the  Lord,  to  fhadow  out  the  Perfection 
of  that  Expiation  for  our  Sins,  i*  the 
Vertue  and  Perpetuity  thereof,  Heb.  ix. 
26,  that  he  (hould  appear,  to  put  -away 
Sin  by  the  Sacrifice  ofhimfelf\  to  put  it 
away,  as  if  it  had  never  been,  by  taking 
it  on  him,  and  bearing  it  2  And  then  the 
High-prieft  was  to  bring  in  of  the  Blood 
into  the  holy  Place,  and  vnttin  the  Vail, 
and  Jprinkle  the  Mercy  feat,  to  (hew 
unto  us,  that  the  Merit  and  Efficacy  of 
Chrift  s  Blood,  ihouid  enter  into  the 
higheft  Heavens,  to  appeafe  the  Wrath  of 
God.  Our  High-pneft  by  his  own  Blood 
hath  entered  into  the  Holy  Place,  hav- 
ing obtained  tternal  Redemption  for  us, 
Heb.  ix.  t2.  And  truly  this  is  that  Sacii- 
nee,  which  being  offered  without  Spot  to 
God,  pacifies  all,  irr.  14.  Sin  hath  a  Cry, 
cryeth  aloud  for  Vengeance  ;  this  Blood 
filcnceth  it,  and  compofeth  all  to  Favour 
and  Mercy.  It  hath  lb  fweet  and  fra- 
grant a  Smell  in  Gods  Account;  that  it 
fills  Heaven  with  the  Perfume  of  it.    He 


is  that  true  S:ape-goat,  who.  noiwlrh- 
finding  that  he  did  bear  all  the  Sins  of 
his  People,  yet  he  did  efcape  ali#e,  albe-- 
it  he  behoved  ro  maki  bis  Soul  a  Sacrifice 
for  Sin,  and  fo  die  for  it  ;  yet  by  this 
Means  he  hajh  condemned  Sin,  by  being 
condemned  for  Sin  ;  by  this  Means  he 
hath  overcome  Death  and  the  Grave,  by 
coming  under  the  Power  of  Death,  and 
fo  is  now  alive  for  ever,  to  improve  hi< 
Victory  for  our  Salvation  ;  and  by  taking 
on  our  Sins,  he  hath  Tullv  aboJifhed  the 
Power  and  Plea  oi  them,  as  the  Goat  that  \ 
wasfent  to  theWilderpefs  out  of  all  Mens 
Sight,  was  not  to  be  ken  again.  Truly 
this  is  the  Way  how  our  Sins  are  buried 
in  the  Grave  of  Oblivion,  and  removed 
as  a  Cloud,  and  caft  into  the  Depths  of 
.the  Sea,  and  fentawayas  far  as  the  Eaft 
is  from  the  Weft,  that  they  may  never 
come  in  Judgment  againft  us,  to  condemn 
us,  becaufe  Chrift,  by  appeafmg  Wrath, 
and  fatisfying  Juftice  by  the  Sacrifice  Of 
himfelf,  hath  overthrown  'them  jn  Judg* 
menr,  and  buried  them  in  the  Grave  with 
bis  9wn  Body. 

You  fee* then,  my  Beloved,  a  (bfid 
Ground  of  Coniblation  againft  all  our  Fears 
and  Sorrows,  an  Anfwer.  to  all  the  Accu- 
fations  of  our  Sins,  here  is  one  for  ail,  one 
above  all*  You  would  have  particular 
Anfwers  to  fatisfy  your  particular  Doubts, 
yeu  are  always  feeking  fome  Satisfaction 
to  your  Consciences  betides  this;  but 
believe  it,  all  that  can  be  faid  betides  this 
Atonement  and  Propitiation.is  of  no  more 
Vertue  to  purge  your  Confidences, or  farif 
fyyour  perplexed  Souls,  than  theie  repeat 
ed  Sacrifices  of  old  were.  Whatfoevcr 
you  can  pitch  upon  befides  this,  it'is  irifuf- 
ficiem ;  and  therefore  you  find  a  Neceffi- 
ty  ofc  feeking  fome  other  Grace  or  (Qualifi- 
cation to  appeafe  your  Conferences,  even 
as  they  h*4  need  to  multiply  Sacrifices  ; 

but 
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in  now,  iince  this  perfect  and  full  Propiti- 
ation is   offered  up  for  our  Sins,  flioulj 
not  all  ih  Je  vain  Expiations  of  your  owi 
•Works  ceafe?  Truly  there  is  nothing  can 
padfy  Heaven  but  this,  and  nothing  can 
-appeafe  thy  Conference  on  Earth,  but  this 
too.     If  you  find  any  Accufarion  againrt 
"you,  cpntider,  Chrift  hath,  hy  4  Sacrifice 
for   Sin,  condemned   Sin  in  bis  own 
Hejb  i  the  Marks  of  the  Spear ,  of  the 
Nails,  of  the  Buffcttings  of  bis  J-leJl, 
thefeare  the  Tokens  and  Hedges,  that  he 


SERMON    XIV.  &c. 


encountred  with  the  Wrath  due  to  your 
Sins,  and  fo  hath  cut  off  all  the  Right  that 
Sin  hath  over  you.  If  thou  can  unfeigned- 
iy,  h>  the  Lord's  Sight,  fay,-  that  it  is 
thy  Soul's  Defire  to  be  delivered  from 
Sin,  as  well  as  Wrath,.thou  would  gladly 
fly  from  Condemnation  ;  then  come  to 
him  who  hath  condemned  Sin,  by  fuflfer- 
ine  the  Condemnation  of  Sm,  that  r.e 
might  five  theie  who  deiite  to  riy  from  it 
to  him. 
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Vcrf.  4,  That  the  Righteoujnefs  of  the  Law  might  be  fuU. 
v   filled  in  us>  &c. 


GOD  having  a  great  Defign  to  declare 
unto  the  World,  both  his  Juftice  and 
Mercy  towards  Men,  he  found  out  this 
Mean  moft  fiiitable  and  proportioned  unro 
it,  which  is  here  fpoken  of  in.  the  3.  ver. 
to  fond  his  owji  Sion,  to  hear  the  Puniih- 
ment  of  Sin,  that  the  Righteoujnefs  of 
the  Law  might  be  "freely  and  gracioufly 
fulfilled  in  Sinners.  And  indeed  it  was 
not  imaginable  by  us,  how  he  could  de- 
clare both,  in  the  Salvation  of  Sinners.  We 
could  not  have  found  out  a  Way  to  de- 
clare his  Righteoufn?fs  and  Holinefs, 
which  would  not  have  obfcured  his  Mercy 
and  Grace,  nor  a  Way  to  rmnifeft  his 
Grace  and  Mercy,  which  would  not  have 
r.eflefted"  upon  his  Holinefs  and  Juftice, 
according  to  the  Letter  of-  the  Law  that 
was  given  out,  as  the  JUile  of  Life,  He 
that  doth  thfmjb.all  live  in  them,  and 
enrfed  is  every  one  that  dotb  tbem  not9 


ice.  What  could  *yc  expeft,  if  this  be  ful- 
filled- (  as  it  would  appear,  God's  Truth 
and  Holinefs  requires  ?)  .then  we  are  gone, 
'  jw  Place  for  Mercy,  if  this  be  not  fulfilled, 
(that  tbe  Mercy  may  be  (hewed  in  par- 
doning Sin)  then  the  Truth  and  Faithful- 
•neft  of  God  feems  to  be  impaired.  This 
is  the  Strait  that  all  Sinners  would  have 
been  into,  if  God  had  not  found  fuch  an 
Enlargement  as  this,  how  to  (hew  Mercy, 
without  wronging  Juftice,  and  how  to 
fave  Sinners,  without  impairing  his  Faith- 
fulnefs.  Truly  we  may  wonder,  what 
was  it  that  could  ftraiten  his  Majefty  fo. 
that,  he  muft  fend  bis  own  Son,fo  belong 
ed  of  him,  and  bmife  him,  and  hide  his 
Face  from  him,  yea,  and  torrnent  him, 
and  not  let  the  Cup  pa/s  from  bim,  for 
any  Intreaties ;  might  he  not  more  eafily 
have  ncrer  added  fuch  a  Commination  - 
to  die  Lm/thoM  Jbak  die;  or  more 

eafiljr 


on  Romans     viii.  4. 


233 


eafily  relaxed  and  repealed  that  Sentence,, 
and  paft  by  the  Sinner,  without  any  more, 
than  exacted  fo  heavy  a  Punifhment  from 
one  that  was  innocent  ?  Was  it  the  Satif- 
faCtion  of  his  Juftice  that  ftraitned  him, 
and  put*  a  Neceffity  of  this  upon  him? 
But  truly  it  feems  it  had  been  no  more 
contrary  to  Righteoufnefs  to  have  paft 
over  the  Sinner,  without  Satisfaction,  than 
to   require    and  Jake    it  off  one  who 
was  not  really  guilty  ?  The  Truth  is,  it 
was  not  fimply  the  indifpenfible  Neceffity 
of  fatisfying  Juftice,  that  put   him  upon 
fuch  an  hard  and  unpleafcnt  Work,  as  the 
bruifing  of  bis  own  S*n  ;  for,  no  doubt, 
be  might  have  as  well  difpenfed  with  all 
Satisfaction,  as  with  the  perfonal  Satisfac- 
tion of  the   Sinner  ;  but  here  the  Strait 
Jay,  and   here  was  the  Urgency  of  the 
Cafe,  he  had  a  Purpofe  to  declare  his  JuP 
tice,  and  therefore  a  Satisfaction  rauft  be 
had,  not  fimply  to  fatisfy  Righteoufiiefc, 
but  rather  to  declare  bis  Righteoufnefs, 
Rom.  iii.  35.  Now  indeed  to  nuke  thefe 
two   ftiine  together,  in  oae  Work  of  the 
Salvation  of  Sinners,  all  the  World  could 
not  have  found  out  the  like  of  this  ;  to 
dUpenfe  with  perfonal  Satisfaction  in  the 
Sinner,  which  the  Rigour  of  the  JLaw  re- 
quired, and  fo  to  admit  a  fweet  Modera- 
tion and  Relaxation,  that  the  Riches  of  his 
Grace  and  Mercy  might  be  manifefted,and 
yet  wiih.il,  to  exaft  the  fame  Punifhment 
of  another,  willingly  coming  in  the  Sinners 
Place,  to  the  End  that  all  Sinners  may  be- 
hold his  Righte  u'hefi  and  Juftice :  And  fo 
this  Work  of  the  Redemption  of  Sinners, 
hath  thefe   Names  of  God  publifoed  by 
himfelf,  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7.  to  Mofes,  en- 
graven deeply  upon  it,  Mercy  and  Good- 
nefs  fpelled  out  at  length  in  it,  for  Love 
was  the  Rife  of  all,  and  Love  did  run  a- 
longft  in  all ;  yet  fo,  as  there  is  Room  to 
fpeak  out  bis  Holineis  and  Righteoufnefs , 


and  Juftice,  not  fo  much  to  affright  Sinners, 
as  to  make  his  Mercy  the  more  amiable 
and  wonderful. 

I  know  not  a  more  prefling  Ground  of 
ftrong  Confolation,   nor   a  firmer   Bul- 
wark of  our  Confidence   and  Salvation, 
than  this  Conjunction  of  Mercy  and  Juf- 
tice in  the  Bufinefs  :  There  might  have 
been  always  a  fecret  Hink  of  Jealoufy  and 
Sufpicion  in  our  Minds,  when   God  pub* 
liftieth  Mercy  and  Forgivenefs  to  us  free- 
ly.   O  !  Jfcw  (hall  the  Law  be  faris/ied, 
and  the  Importunity  of  Juftice  and  Faith- 
fulnefc,  that  hath  pronounced  a  Sentence 
of  Death  upon  us,  anfwered  ?  Shall  not 
the  righteous  Law  be  a   Lofer  this  Way, 
if  I  be  faved,  and  it  not  fatisiied  by  Obe-  \ 
dience  or  Suffering  ?  How  hard  would  it 
be  to  perfuade  a  Soul  of  free  Pardon,  that 
ke$  fuch  a  fevere  Sentence  ftanding  a- 
gainft  it?  But  now  there  is  no  Place  for 
doubting,    all  is  contrived '  for  the  En- 
couragement and  Happinefs  of  poor  Sin- 
ners, that  we  may  come  to  him  with  full 
Perfuafionof  his  Readinefs  and  Inclin- 
ablenefs  to  Pardon,  fince  Jeftis  Chrift  hath 
taken  the  Law  and  Juftice  of  God  off  our 
Head,  and  us  off  their  Hand  ;   and  fince 
he  hath  reckoned  with  them,  for  what  is 
due  by  us,  and  payed  it  without  us,  then 
we  have  a  clear  Way,  and  ready  Accefs 
to  Pardon,  and  to  believe  his  Readinefs  to 
pardon.     And  this  is  it  which  is  holden 
out  here,  Cbrift  condemning  Sin  in  the 
Ftejb,  or  puniihing  Sin  in  his  own  Flejb, 
giving  a  vifible  and  fenfible  Reprefentafi- 
on  of  the  Juftice  and  Righteoufnefs  of 
God,  in  punifhingSin,  and  that  in  his  owa 
Ftejb,  offering  up  himfelf  as  the  condemn- 
ed Sinner,  and  hanging  up  to  the  View  of 
all  the  World,  n  an  evident  Teftimony 
of  the  Juftice  and  Righteoufnefs  of  God     \^ 
againft  Sin,  and  by  this  Means  cutting  off 
the  very  Strength  of  Sin,  the  Law,  by 
G  g  fulfilling 
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fulfilling  it.  In  (Thrift's  Sufferings  you 
may  behold,  as  in  i  clear  Mirror,  the 
Hatred  and  Difpleafure  ofGodagainft  Sin, 
the  Righteoufaefi  of  God  in  punilhing  Sin, 
Him  bath  God  fet  forth  to  the  WorM  to 
be  a  Propitiation,  to  declare  the  Rigbte- 
•Hfnefj  of  God,  Rom.  iii.  24*  ft  5.  In  this 
crucified  Lord,  you  may  behold  the  fen- 
fible  Image,  and  the  moft  lively  Demon- 
flration  of  Holinefi  and  Ri^eoufhefi  ; 
Chrift's  Fie(h  bare  the  Marks  of  both, 
Holinefs  in  hating  Sin,  Righteoufiiefs  in 
punifhing  it,  and  both  in  his  beloved  and 
only  begotten  Son's  Perfon,.  in \ his  Ftejb ; 
and  all  for  this  Purpofe,  that  the  Law 
might  be  no  Lofer  by  our  Salvation,  That 
thf  J^igbteoufnefs  of  the  Law  might  be 
fulfilled  in  us ,&c. 

This  is  that  which  Chrift'fays,  I  came 
not  to  deftroy  the  JLaw,  but  to  fulfil  it ; 
And  whidh  Paul  feconds,  //  the  Law 
then  made  void  by  Faith,  God  forbid,  u 
is  rather  ejlablified',  Mat.  v.  1 7.  Rom. 
iii.  31.  The  taw  and  Juftice  comes  let- 
ter to  their  own,  by  our  Cautioner,  than 
by  us;  there  is  no  fiich  Way  conceivable, 
to  fitisfy  them  fully,  as  this,  whether  you 

•  look  to  the  Commandment  or  the  Curie. 

The  Commandment  never  got  fuch 
Satisfaction  in  any  Perfon,  as  in  Chriift's, 

•  be  hath  fulfilled  it  by  Obedience.    It  be- 
comes us,  fiith  he;  to  fulfil  all  Right}- 

■  iitfhefst  Mar.  iii.  1 5 .  both  moral  and 
ceremonial ;  fo  that  there  wias  no  Guile 
found  in  bis  Mouth,  be  knew  no  Sint 
be  was  Holy  and  Harmlejs  1  His  Fa- 
ther's Will  was  bis  SouTs  Delight,  I 
delight  to  do  thy  TTUI,  Pfal.  il.  8.  It  was 
more  to  him  than  bis  necejfary  Food',  bis 
Meat  and  Drink.Thcre  was  £>  ablbiute 
a  Correfpondency  between  his  WVl  and 
God's  Wilt  pub  between  his  Way  and  hi* 
Will,  that  it  was  not  poflible  that  any  Dif 
fereacelb<Md  fall  between  them.  Hit  O- 


bedjienct  had  more  Good  in  it  (fo  to  fpeak) 
than  Adam'%  Oifobedience  had  Evil  in 
it,  Rom.  v.  18, 19.  Adam's  Difobedj- 
fcnerwas  but  the  Sin  of*  finite  Creature, 
but  Chrift's  Obedience  was  the  Work  of 
an  infinite  .Perfon.  I  think  there  was 
more  real  Worth'  in  Cbrift's  Obedience 
to  the  Commands,  than  in  all  the  united 
Service  andObrtfienceof  Men  and  Angels, 
all  the  Love,  Delight,  Fear  ana  Obedi- 
ence flowing  from  thefe,  t\ke  them  in  one 
Bundle,  as  they  will  be  extended  and  mul- 
tiplied to  all  Eternity  ;  there  is  fomething 
in  ChrifFs  thaf  elevates  it  above  all,  *nd 
puts  a  higher  Price  upon  it,  the  tranfcen. 
dant  Dignity  ofhisPerion.  his  own  Son. 
made  under  the  Law,  Gal.  iv.  4.  That 
is  more  Worth  than  if  all  Men  and  Angels 
h?d  been  made  under  it.  It  had  been 
no  Humiliation,  but  rather  the  Exaltation 
of  an  Angel,  to  be  obedient  to  God,  that 
Subordination  to  a  Law,  is  the  Wgheft 
Tbp  ofthe  Creature's  Advancement :  But 
be  was  fich  a  Perfon,  9s  his  Obedience  was 
a  HumbUng  himfelf.  He  bumbled  bim- 
Jelf9  and  became  obedient,  even  to  the 
Dedtb,  Phil.  ii.  8.  And  though  be  was 
ffe  SonofGod,  yetleftooped  to  learn 
Obedience,  Hri>.  v.  8.  Now  indeed  the' 
Commandment  comes  to  it  better,  by  this 
Means,  t^Ave  fuch  a  glorious  Perfon  un- 
der it,  thiS/if  it  had  poor  naughty  us 
under  it ;  and  that  it  n  fulfilled  by  him, 
when  othefwjif  it  would  never  have  been 
done.  I  fiq>pojfirthat  Jftfffice  had  exafted 
'the  Punjihment  of  us,  as  we  could  never 
have  ebded  Suffering  to  all  Eternity,  fo 
We  would  never  have  begun  new  Obedi- 
ence to  the  Command  to  all  Eternity  ; 
I  this;  except  Chrfft  had  taken  it  off  us,  and 
us^off  its  Hand,  itfhould  never  have  been 
fulfilled,  finceit  was  firft  broken.  Next, 
the  Cune^of  theLaw  could  not  get  falter 
SatisfiAkb,  than  in  Chrift :  Ifuppofe,  // 
^-     -  had 
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.  had  fallen  upon  the  Sinner,  there  is  not  I 
fo  much  Worth  in  the  Creatures  extream- 
eft  Sufferings,  as  to  corapenfate  the  in- 
finite Wrongs  done  to  the  Holinefs  and 
Righteoufnefs  of  God  ;    therefore  -what 
was  wanting  in  the  intrinfick  Value  of  the 
Creatures  Suffering,  .behoved  to  be  made 
up  in  the  infinite  Extent  of  it,  and  eternal 
Continuance  of  it  upon    the  Creature. 
Thus  there  could  never  be  a  determined 
Time  affigned,  in  which  the  Curfe  were 
fulfilled,  and  in  which,  Juftice  could  fay, 
bold,  I  have  enough.    It  is,  as  if  a  Man 
were  owing  an  infinite  Debt,  and  he  could 
get  nothing  to  defray  it,  but  poor  petty 
Sums,  which  being  all  conjoined,  cannot 
amount  to  any  Proportion  of  it :  There- 
fore, fince  he  cannot  get  one  Sum  in  Va- 
lue equal  to  it,  he  muft  be  eternally  pay- 
ing it  in  Smalls,  according  to  his  Capacity  ; 
and  fo,  becaufe  the*  utradft  Farthing  can- 
not be  won  at,  he  can  never  be  releafed 
out'pf  Prifon.     But  our  Lord  Jefus  hath 
fatisfied  it  to  the  full ;  he  was  a  more  fub- 
ftantial  Debtor,  ancf  becaufe  qf  the  infi- 
nite Dignity  of  his  Perfon,  there  was  an 
'  intrinfick  Value  upon  his  Sufferings,  proi 
portioned  unto  the  Infiniteuefs  of  Mans 
'  Sin ;  fo  that  he  could  pay  all  the  Debt  In 
alhortTime,  which  a  Sinner  could  but 
have  done  to  all  Eternity.     Now,  you 
know,  any  Man  woukt  rather  choofe  fuch 
a  Cautioner,  that  can  folidlyj&tisfy  bun 
in  Grofs,  and  pay  all  the  Sum  at  once, 
than  fuch  a  Principal,  thsjt  becaufe  of  his  - 
Inability,  cannot  amount  to  any  conside- 
rable Satisfaction  in  many  Years.    And 
even  fo  it  is  with  the  Law  and  Juftice  of 
God  ;  they  hold  themfelves  better  content- 
ed in  Chrift,  than  in  us,'  inhU  being  made 
a  Curfe,  than  the  falling  of  the  Curfe  on 
us,  Gal.  iii.  13.  And  therefore  God  testi- 
fies it  to  poor  Sinners,  Deliver  them,  I 
have  JQiind  a  Ranjom,  Job  ixxiii.  24. 


and   that    is   the  Ranfom  which  Chrift  _ 
gave,  bis  Life  for  many,  Mat.  xx.  28. 

You  fee  then,  how  this  Conclusion  fol- 
lows, that  the  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Law 
might  be  fulfilled  in  us,   be.  having  fulfil- 
ed  it,  and  fctisfied   it  (0  fully,  both  by 
Obedience  to  the   Conimandmenr,    and 
Submiflion  to  the  Curfe  ;  it  is  all  one  in 
God's  Account,  as  if  we  had  done  it,  be- 
caufe Chrift  was  Surety  in  pur  Stead,  and 
a  cummon  Perfon  reprefendng  us,  and 
therefore  his  paying  of  the  Debt,  acquits 
us  at  the  Hand  of  Juftice,  and  whatfbever 
he  did  to  fulfil  all  Righteoufnefs,  that  li  - 
accounted  ours,  becaufe  we  were  repre- 
fented  in  him,  and  judicially    one  with 
him :  And  therefore,  we  were  condemned 
when  he  was  condemned,  we  were  dead 
when  he  died,  and  (b  the  Rjghteoufiiefsof 
the  Law,  in  exalting  a  due  Puaifhmentfbr 
Sin,  was  fulfilled  for  us  in  Kim ;..  and  it  is 
all  one  as  if  it  had  been  personally  us. 
And  this  is  laid  down  as  the  Foundation 
of  that  blefled  Embafly  or  fyleflage  of  Re- 
conciliation to  Sinners,  as  that  upon  which 
God  is  in  Chrift  reconciling  and  befeecfr- 
ing  us  to  be  reconciled,*  Cor.  v»  19,  io$ 
2 1 .  fiim  who  knew  no  Sin,  both  be  made 
Sin  for  us,  that  vie  might  be  made  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.    You  fee 
the  blefled  Exchange  that  he  hath  made 
with  us,  he  hath  laid  our  Sins  on  finlefs 
Chrift,  and  laid  Chrift' s  Righteoufnefs  on 
finfid  us.    Chrift  took  our  Sins  on  him, 
that  he  might  give  us  his  Righteoufnefs, 
and  by  Vertue  of  this  Transaction  and 
Communication,  as  it  was  righteous  with 
God  to  condein  Sin  in  Chrift's  Flelh,  be- 
caufe our  Sin  was  upon  him,  fo  it  is  as 
juft  with  him  to  impute  Righteoufnefi  to 
us,. becaufe  we  were  in  him  :  And  as  the 
Law  made  him  a  Curfe,  and  exalted  the 
Puniftiment  of  him,  it  is  as  righteous  with 
the  Lord,  to  give  us  Life  and  Salvation, 
G  g  2  and 
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and  to  forgive  Sin,  as  John  (peaks,  i  E- 
piftle  i.  19.  If  we  confefs  our  Sins,  be 
is  faithful  andjuji  to  forgive  our  Sin/. 
Now  confider  this,  my  Beloved,  for  it 
is  propounded  unto  you,  as  the  greateft 
Perfwafive  to  move  you  to  come  to  Jefus 
Chrift, there  is  fuch  aclcar  and  plain  Way 
in  him  to  Salvation.  If  this  do  not  move 
your  Hearts,  I  know  not  what  will  :  1 
*  do  not  expert  that  your  Troubles  in  this 
World,  the  frequent  Ladies  of  Judgment, 
the  impoverifoing  and  exhaufting  of  you^ 
the  plucking  away  of  thefe  Things  you 
loyed,  the  difquieting  your  Peace  fo  often, 
that  any  of .  thofe  Tilings  that  have  the 
Image  of  Wrath  upon  them, can  drive  you 
to  him,  and  make  you  forfike  your  W ay, 
when  fuch  a  Motive  as  this  doth  not  prevail 
with  you.  0 1  what  Heart  could  ftand  a- 
.gainft  the  Power  of  this  Perfwafion,  if  it 
were  but  rightly  apprehended?  Who 
would  not  willingly  fly  in  to  this  City  of 
Refuge,  if  they  did  but  know  aright  the 
Avenger  of  Blood  that  purfues  them,  and 
what  Safety  is  within  ?  You  are  always 
imagining  vata  Satisfaftions  to  the  Law  of 
[  Cod ;  how  great  Weight  doth  your  Fan- 
.  cy  impofe  upon  your  Tears,  your  ConfeP 
,  (ions,  your  Reformations  ?  U  you  can  at- 
tain any  Thing  of  this  Kind,  that  is  it 


which  you  give  to  fatisfy  Jufiice,  it  is 
that  wherewith  you  pretend  to  fulfil  the 
Law.  ButifitcoulJ  be.  fo,  wherefore 
thould  God  have  fent  his  Son  to  condemn 
Sin,  and  purchafe  Righteoufneis  by  him  ? 
I  befeech  you,  once  know  and  confider 
your  Eftate,  that  you  may  .open  your 
Hearts  to  this  Redeemer,  that  you  may 
be  willing  to  be  ftript  naked  of  all  your 
imaginary  Right eoufnefs,  to  put  on  this 
which  will  fatisfy  the  Law  fully.  Will 
you  die  in  your  Sins,  becaufe  you  will 
not  come  to  bim  to  have  Life  ?  Will  you 
rather  be  condemned  with  Sin,  than  faved 
with  Chrift's  Righieoulhefs?  And  truly, 
there 4s no.  other  Altar  that  will  preferve 
you  but  this.  Now,  if  any  apprehending 
their  own  Mifery,  be  hardly  purfued  in 
their  Confidences,  by  the  Law  of  God,  I 
befeech  you  come  hither,  and  behold  it  fa- 
tisfied  and  fulfilled.  /  befiecb  you  in. 
Chrift*  s  Read,  10  be  reconciled  unto 
God,  to  lay  down  all  hoftile  Affe&ions, 
and  come  to  him,  becaufe  God  is  in 
Cbrift  reconciling  the  World,  and  not 
imputing  their  Sins%  becaufe  he  hath  im- 
puted them  already  to  Chrift,  bim  who 
knew  no  Sin,  &c.  and  he  is  in  Chrift, 
imputing  his  Righteouihefs  to*Sinners. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    XV. 

Verfe  4.  float  the  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  might  he  ful- 
filled in  «j,  &c. 


CTH1KK  not  (faith  our  Lord  and 
-*  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift)  that  I  am 
cme  to  delfroy  the  Law,  I  am  come  to 
fulfil  it,Mzt.  v.  1^.  It  was  a  needful  Ca- 
veat, and  a  very  timeous  Adverrifement, 
becaufe  of  the  natural  Mifapprehenfions 
in  Mens  Minds  of  the  Gofpel.  When  free 
Forgivenefs  of  Sins,  and  Life  everlaft- 
iog>  is  preached  in  Jefus  Chrift,  without 
our  Works  ;  when  the  Mercy  of  God  is 
proclaimed  in  its  Freedom  and  Fulnefs, 
the  Heart  of  Man  is  fubjeft  to  a  woful 
Miicoftceit  G'f  Chrift,  as  if  ky  thefe  a  Lati- 
tude were  given,  and  a  Liberty  proclaim* 
ed  to  Men  to  live  in  Sin.  That  which 
is  propounded  as  the  Encouragement  of 
poor  Sinners,  to  come  to  God,  and  for* 
Sake  their  own  wicked  Way,  it  is  mifer- 
ably  wrefted  upon  a  Miftake,  to  be  an 
Encouragementto  revolt  more  and  more . 
Righteoufnefs  and  Life,  by  Faith  in  a  Sa- 
viour, without  the  Works  of  the  Law,  is 
bolden  out  as  the  grand  Perfwaiion  of  the 
Gofpel,  to  ftudy  Obedience  to  the  Law ; 
and  yet  fuch  is  the  Perverfenefs  of  many 
Hearts,  that  either  in  Opinion,  or  Practice, 
they  fo  carry  themfelves,  as  if  there  were 
an  Inconfirtency  between  Chrift  and  the 
Law,  between  free  Juftificatibn  and  Sane- 
titration,  as  if  Chrift  had  come  to  redeem  I 
us  not  from  Sin,  but  to  Sin.    Now,  to  I 


prevent  this,  think  not,  faith  he,  that  I 
am  come  to  deftroy  the  Law,  do  not  fancy 
to  your  ftlves  a  Liberty  to  live  in  Sin, 
and  an  Immunity  from  the  Obligation  of 
a  Commandment,  becaufe  I  havepuchaf- 
ed  an  Immunity  and  Freedom  from  the 
Curfe  ;  no,  /  am  come  to  fulfill  it  rather, 
not  only  in  mine  own  Perion,  but  in  yours 
alfo.    And  to  this  Purpofe,  Paid,  Rom. 
iii.  yi.  Do  we  then  make  viod  the  Law 
by  Faith  *    It  is  fo  natural  to  our  rebel- 
lious Hearts,  to  defire  to  be  free  from  the 
Yoke  of  Obedience,  and  therefore  we  fan- 
„cy  fuch  a  Notion  of  Faith,  as  may  not  give 
it  (elf  to  working  in   Love,  as  is  active  in 
nothing  but  Imagination.    The  Apoftle 
abominates  this,  God  forbid,  he  detefts  it, 
as  impious  and  facxilegious  ;  yea,  we  e- 
ftablijh  it-    So  then,  all  returns  to  this, 
oge  of  the  great  Ends  of  Chrift's  coming 
in  his  Fle(h,  and  one  main  Intendment  of  • 
the  Gofpel,. publilhed  in  this  Name,  is  not 
meerly.  to  deliver  us  from  Wrath,  and 
reedem  us  from  the  Curfe,  Gal.  iii.  13. 
1  TheflT.  i.  10.    but  alfo, -and   that  e* 
fpecially,  to  redeem  us  from  all  Iniquity, 
that  we  might  be  a  People  zealous  of  K 
good  Workr,  Tit.  ii.  14.    and  to  take 
away  Sin,  and  deftroy  the  Works  of  the 
Devil,  1  Joh.  iii.  f;  S.     We  fpoke  fome- 
thiog  before  Noon,  bow  Chrift  hath  ful- 
filled 
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filled,  the  Law,  and  eftablilhed  it,  in  his 
own.  Perfon,  by  Obedience  and  Suffering, 
neither  of  which  Ways  it  could  befo  well 
contended  by  any  other :  Hut  there  is  yet 
a  third  Way  that  he  fulfills  and  eftablirtv 
eth  it,  and  that  is,  in  our  Perfons,  tfbat 
the  Rigbteoufnefs  of  the  Law  might  be 
fulfilled  in  us,   who  walk  not  after  the 
fiejb,  but  after  the    Spirit.     He  hath 
obliged  himfelf  to    fulfill  it,    not    only 
for    Believers,  but   in  Believers ;  there- 
fore the  Promifes  run  thus,  /  will  write 
my  Law  in  their  Hearts,  and  caufe 
them  to  walk  in  my    Statutes,   Ez^k. 
xxxvi.  27.    J<*.    »»'»•    33-     Not  on,y 
/  delight  do  thy  HVl,  but  I  will  mate 
them  delight  to  (Jo  it  alfo :  And  truly  in 
this  refpeft,  the  Law  is  more  fulfilled  and 
eftablilhed  by  Chritt,  than  ever  it  could 
have  been,  if  Man  had  been  left  to  fatisfy 
it  alone.    If  we  had  reckoned  alone  with 
the  Law,  we  had  been  taken  up  eternally 
with  fatisfying  for  the  Breaches  of  it,  fo 
that  there  could  be  no  Accefsto  Obedience 
of  the  Command,  and  no  Acceptance  ei- 
ther :  A  Sinner  muft  firft  fatisfy  the  Curfe, 
for  the  Fault  done,  before  ever  be.can  be 
in  a  Capacity  to  perform  new  Obedience 
on  the  Terms. of  Acceptation  of  it  with 
God.    Now  thtf  firft  would  have  taken 
up  Eternity,    fo  that  there  can   be  no 
Place  of  Entry   to  the  fecond ;  therefore, 
if  Chrift  had  not  found  out  a  Way  of  free 
Pardon  of  the  Sins  that  are  paft,  and 
Affurance  of  Forgivencfs  for  the  Time  to 
come,  the  Commandments  of  God  mould 
be  wholly  fruftrated  ;  but  there  is   For- 
givenefs  with  tbee,  that  thou  mayeft  be 
feared,  Pfcl.  ckxx.  4.    The  Word  is 
alfo,   worjbipped.    Truly  my  Beloved, 
this  is  the  Fountain  of  all  Religion,  free 
Forgirenefs ;  There  hadbeen^o  Religion. 
no  Worfhip  of  God,  no  Obedience  to  his 
Commands  throughout  all  Eternity ;  there 


mould  never  have  been  any  Fear,  anv 
Love,  any  Delight   in   God,  any    Rcve" 
rence  and  Subjeftion  to  him,  if  he  had  no1 
Forgivenefs,  a  Treafur^of  Mercies  with 
him    to  beftow  firft  uppn  Sinners  ;  and 
this  makes  Accefs  to  ftand  and  ferve  in 
his  Sight.     The  Cloud  pf  our  Tranfgref- 
fions  is  fo  thick  and  dark,  that  there  could 
never  have  been  any  Communion  with 
God,  if  he  had  not  found  out  the  Way  to 
fcatter   and  blot  it  0  ot,  for   bis  own 
Name's  Jake.    Religion  then  muft  begin 
at  this  great  and  ineftimable  free  Gift  of 
imputed  Righteoufnefs,  of  accounting  us, 
what  we  aire  not  in  our  felves,  becaufe 
found  foin  another,  it  begins  at  Remif- 
fion  of  Sins  ;  but  that  as  not  all,  this  hath 
a  further  End,  and  truly  it  is  bur  intro* 
duftive  to  a  further  find  ;  that  fo  a  Soul 
may  be  made  Partaker  of  the-Gift  of  Ho* 
liwfs  within,  and  have  that  Image  of 
God  renewed  in  Ho&nefs  and  Rigb- 
teoufnefs.   I  would  have  you  once  per- 
fuaded  to  begjn  at  this,  to  receive  the  free 
Qift  of  another's  Righteoufnefs,  Rom. 
v.  17.    and  another's    Obediemce,  to 
find   your  onm  Nakednefc  ted  Loath- 
fomenefs  without  this  Covering,  and  how 
(bort  -all  other  Coverings  of  your  own 
Works  are.  O  that  we  could  once  perfuade 
you  to  renounce  your  felves,  to  embrace 
this  Righteoufoefsr  then  it  wete  eafy  to 
prevail  with  you  to  renounce  Sin,  to  put 
on   Holinefs.    I  fay,  firft,  You  muft  re- 
nounce your  felves,  as  undone  in  all  you 
do,  as  loathfomc  in  all  that  tver  you  loved, 
and  come  under  the  wide  and  broad  Skirt 
of  Chrift's  Righteoufnefs,  which  he  did 
weave  upon  the  Earth,  for  to  hide  our 
Nakednefs.    You  muft  once    have  the 
Rigbteoufnefs  of  the  Law  fulfilled  per- 
fe&ly  by  another,  before  you  can  have 
Accefs  10  fulfil  one  jot  of  it  your  felves, 
or  any  Thing  you  do  be.  accepted ;  and 
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'till  this  Foundation  be  laid,  you  do  but 
beat  the  Air  in  Religion,  you  build  on 
the  Sand. 

Now  If  once  you  were  brought  this 
Length,  to  renounce  all  Confidence  in 
your  felves,  and  to  ilee  into  Chrift's 
Uighteoufnefs,  then  it  were  eafy  to  lead 
you  a  Step  further,  to  renounce  the  Love 
of  your  moft  beloved  Sins :  And-  the 
more  lovely  that  Chrift's  Righteoufiiefs 
is  in  your  EyesK  the  more  Beauty  would 
Holinefs  and  Obedience  have  in  them  alfo 
unto  you;  then  you  would  labour  to  walk 
after  the  Guidance  of  the  Spirit. 

I  would  have  the  Impreflion  of  this 
Deep  in  your  Hearts,  that  the  Golpel  is 
not  a  Do&rine  of  Licentioufnefs,  but  a 
Doftrine  of  the  pureft  Liberty,  of  the 
compleateft  Redemption.     Many  think  it 
Liberty  to  ferve  their  Lufts,  and  it  is  in- 
deed as  Bonds  and  Cords  to  reftrain  them. 
There  is  no  Man  but  would  be  content  to 
be  faved  from  the  Wrath  te  come,  and 
therefore  many  fnatch  at  fiich  Sentences 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  take  them    lightly, 
without  Confiderarion  of  what  further  is 
in  it.     But  truly  if  this  were  all,  it  were 
iiotcompleat  Redemption,  if  there  w*ere 
not  Redemption  from  Sin  too,  which  is 
the  moft  abfolute  Tyran^  in  the^  World. 
I  think  a  true  Chriftian  would  account  the 
Service  of  Sin  Bondage,-  though  it  were 
left  at  his  own  Option ;  He  that  commits 
Sin,  is  the  Servant  of  Sin,  thereforethe 
■Freedom  that  Chritf  purchafeth,  is  Free- 
dom from  Sin,  Job.  Viii.  3S.     I  will  fay 
more,  we  are  delivered  from  Wrath,  that 
fo  we  may  be  redeemed  from  Siri,  we 
.  have  the  Righteoufiiefs  of  Cjpift  imputed 
to  us,    that   fo    the    Image  of  Chrift 
may  be  renewed    within    us,    this    is 
the  very  End  of  that.     I   am  fure  any 
that  difcefns  aright,  kndws  Sin  to  have 
infinitely  more  Evil  in  it,  than  funifti- 


mem  hath*  nay,  Punilhment  is  only  evil, 
as  it  hath  Relation  to  Sin :  There  is  a 
Beauty  of  Juftice  and  Righteoufiiefs  in  Pu- 
nifhment,  but  there  is  nothing  in  Sin,  but 
Deformity  and  Oppofitionto  his  Holinefs, 
'tis  purely  evil,  and  moft  purely  hated  of 
God :  And  if  there  were  no  more  to  per- 
fuade  you. that  Sin  is  infinitely  more  evil 
than  Pain,  cbnlider  how  our  Pain  and 
Puniftment  was  really  transferred  upon 
the  blefled  Son  of  God,  and  that  all  this 
did  not  make  him  a  whit  the  worfe  ;  but 
he  wag  not  capable  of  the  re*l  Infufion 
of  our  Sin,  that  wofild  have  made  Chrift 
as  rqjfcrable,  wretched,  and  impotent  as 
any  of  us ;  that  would  have  difabled  him 
fo  pr  from  helping  us,  that  he  would 
have  had  as  much  need  of  a  Mediator,  as 
we:  All  which  were  highly  blafphetaous 
to  imagine.  Look  then  how  much  Dif- 
tance  and  Difference  there  was  between 
fuflering,  dying  Chrift,  and  wretched 
Men  living  in  Sin :  None  can  fay  but  he  is 
infinitely  better,  even  while  in  Pain,  nor 
the  higheft  Prince  in  Pleafure,  fo  much 
Difproportion  there  is  between  Sin  and 
Pain,  fo  much  is  the  one  worfe  than  the 
other.  Do  not  think  then,  that  Chrift 
died  to  pur  chafe  an  Indulgence  for  you  to 
live  in  Sin :  Truly  that  were  to  take  away 
the  letter  Evil,  that  the  greater  may  re- 
main ;  that  were  to  deliver  from  one 
Mifery,  that  we  may  be  more  involved  in 
that  which  is  the  greateft  of  all  Mi- 
series. Nay,  certainly  if  Chrift  be  a  Re- 
deemer, he  muft  redeem  us  from  our  moft 
potent  and  accurfed  Enemy,  Sin*,  he 
muft  take  away  the  Root,  the  Fountain 
of  all  Mifery;  Sin ;  that  whidi  conceived 
in  its  Womb  all  Pains,  Sorrows.  Sick- 
jiefles,  Death  and  Hell.  You  have  the 
great  End  of  Redemption  exprefled,  Luke 
i.  75.  V'bat'foe  being  delivered  from 
all  our  Enemies,  might  ferve  him  with* 
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0Ut  Fear,  in  Holinefs  and  Righteouf- 
nefs. It  was  tliat  for  which  he  made 
Man  at  firft,  and  it  is  that  for  which  h 
hath  made  him  again,  created  unto  goo, 
Works,  Eph.  ii.  8.  It  was  a  higher  De- 
fign  certainly,  for  which  the  Son  of  Goi' 
became  Partaker  of  our  Nature,  than  on 
ly  to  deliver  us  from  Hell  *,  no  doubt  1 
was  to  make  us  Partakers  of  the  Divine 
Nature,  a  Pet.  i.  4.  and  this  is  the  very 
Nature  of  God,  Holinefs  and  Goodnefc. 
As  Sin  is  the  very  Nature  and  Image  ©I 
the  Devil,  fo  the  great  Breach  of  the  Crea 
tion  was  the  breaking  off  of  this  Image 
of  God,  that  was  the  heavieft  lull  ol 
Man,  from  the  Top  of  Divine  Excellency, 
into  the  Bottom  of  devififo  Deformity. 
Now  it  is  this  that  is  the  great  ?m  for 
which  Chrift  came  into  the  World,  to 
make  up  that  Breachx  to  reftore  Man  to 
that  Dignity  again  ;  lb  that  Redemption^ 
from  Wrath  is  but  a  Step  to  afcend  up- 
on, to  that  which  is  truly  God's  Defign, 
and  Man's  Dignity,  Conformity  with  God 
in  Holinefs  and  Righteoufnefs. 

O  that  you  could  be  perfwaded  of  this, 
that  Chrifts  Bufinefs  in  the  World,  was 
not  to  bring  a  Notion  of  an  imaginary 
Righteoufnefs  only,  by  meer  Imputation, 
but  to  bring  forth  a  folid  and  real  Righ- 
teoufnefs in  our  Hearts,  by  the  Operation 
of  his  Spirit:  I  fay,  Imputation,  or  ac- 
counting righteous,  is  but  a  meer  Imagina- 
tion, if  this  lively  Operation  do  not  follow. 
He  came  not  only  to  fpread  his  Garment 
over  our  Nakednefs  and  Deformity,  but 
really  and  effe&ually  to  be  a  Phyfician  to 
fave  our  Souls,  to  cure  all  our  inward 
JWftempers.  The  Gofpel  is  not  only  a 
Do&rine  of  a  Righteoufnefs  without  ys, 
but  of  a  Righteoufnefs  both  without,  for, 
and  within  us  too ;  that  the  Righteoufnefs 
of  the  Law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  &c. 
Chrift  without,  Happinejs  it  felf  without, 


cannot  make  us  happy,  till  they  come  in 
within  us,  and  take  up  a  Dwelling  in  our 
Souls,  Therefore  I  declare  unto  the 
noft  Part  of  you   who  pretend  to  ex- 

>e<5t  Salvation  by  Jefiis  Chrift,  that  you 
ire  yet  in  your  Sins,  and  as  yet  you  have 
.10  Feilowfoip  in  this  Redemption.     Do 

ou  think  to  walk  after,  the  Courfe  of  the 
World,  and  the  Lufts  of  the  Flefo,  to 
callow  in  thefe  common  Pollutions  and 
Jncleannefles  among  Men,  Swearing, 
£y"«.  Contention,  Railing,  Wrath,  Ma- 
lice, Envy,  Drunkennefs,  Uncleannefs% 
and  fuch  like,  and  yet  be  in  Chrift  Jefus  * 
Do  not  deceive  yoUr,  f elves,  God  is 
not  mocked:  He  that  is  in  Chrift \  is  a 
new  Creature,  his  Endeavour  and  Study, 
lis  AffWtion  and  Defire  is  toward  a  new' 
Walk'after  the  Spirit.  Are  not  moft  of 
you  carnal,  ail  Flefo  ;  the  Flefo  gives 
Laws,  and  you  obey,  them?  Are  not 
your  immortal  Souls  enflaved  to  bafe 
Lufts,  to  the  bafe  Love  of  the  World  ? 
Are  they  not  prone  to  proftitute  them- 
felves  to  the  Service  of  your  flefhly  and 
brutifo  Part?  yrhydoyou  then  imagine, 
that  you  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  Partakers  of 
hi#Righteoulhefs?  Confider  it  in  Time, 
that  fo  you  may  be  indeed,  what  you  now 
are  not,  but  pretend  to  be.  It  is  the  Opi- 
nion that  you  ate  in  Chrift  already/  that 
keeps  you  out  of  him. 

But  on  the  other  Hand  again,  there  is 
nothing  here  to  difcourage  a  poor  Soul, 
that  thinks  Subjection  to  Sin  the  grtateft 
Slavery,  who  would  as  gladly  be  redeem- 
ed  from  the  Power  of  it,  as  from  Hell :  I 
fay.  to  fuch,  whofe  Soul's  Defire  it  is 
to  be  purged  from  all  that  Ftltbinefs  of 
Flejb  andtSpirit,  and  whofe  continued 
Aim  it  is  to  walk  in  Obedience.  Though 
you  have  many  Failings,  and  often  fall  and 
defile  your  felf  again,  yet  this.  Comfort  is 
holden  out  here  unto  you,  there  is  no 

Con- 
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"  Condemnation  to  you,  Jefus  Ch^iil  hath 
condemned  Sin,  to  favc  you,  he  hath  ful- 
filled all  Righteoufhefs  for  you ;  and  there- 
fore lay  you  the  Weight  of  yojr  Accepta- 
tion and  Confolation  upon  what  he  hath 
done  himfelf,  and  not  upon  what  is  but  yet 
a  doing  in  you.  Do  you  not  find,  I  fay, 
that  the  Grace  of  Jefus  Chrift,  revealed  in 
the  Gofpel.is  that  which  melts  your  Hearts 
raoft  ?  Is  not  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Lord 
that  which  perfuades  you  moft?  And  do 
not  thefe  make  you  iotbe  your  felf,  and 
love  Holinefs?  Encourage  your  felves 
therefore  in  him,  holdfaft  the  Righteouf- 
Dtfs  that  is  without  you,  by  Faith,  and 
certainly  you  ihall  find  that  Righteoufhefs 
and  Holinefs  (hall  in  due  Time  be  fulfilled 
within  you.  1  know  no  Soul  fo  wretch- 
ed, but  it   may  lay  hold  Qn  that  perfect 


Righteouinefo  of  Chrirt's,  and  go  under 
the  Covering  of  it,  and  take  Heart  from 
it,  if  fo  be  the  Deilre  and  Affe&ion  of 
their  Soul  be  directed  to  a  further  End, 
to  have  his  Spirit  dwelling  within  them# 
for  the  renewing  of  their  Heart,  in  Rigb* 
teoufnefs  and  true  Holinefs ,  I  do  nor 
fay  that  this  is  a  Condition  which  you 
nauft  perform  before  you  venture  to  lay 
hold  on  ChrliVs  Righteoufhefs  without 
you;  no  ways,  but  rather  I  would  declare 
unto  you  the  very  Nature  of  Faith  m 
Chrift,  that  u  fecks  Delivery  from  Wrath 
in  him,  not  Amply  and  btfly.  but  that 
a  Way  may  be  made  for  Redemption  from 
Sin,  and  that  there  may  be  a  Participati- 
on of  that  Divine  Nature,  which  is  mart 
in  its  Eye. 


S  E  R  M  ON.  XVI. 

Verfe  4»  $•  Who  milk  not  after  the  Flejb,  but  after  the 
Spirit.    For  they  that  are  after  the  f1ejbr  &c. 


IF  there  were  nothing  elfe  to  engage 
our  Hearts  to  Religion.  1  think  this 
might  do  it,  that  there  is  fo  much  Reafon 
in  it.  Truly  it  is  the  mod  rational  Thing 
in  the  World,  except  fome  revealed  My? 
teriesof  Faith,  which  are  far  above  Reafon, 
but  not  contrary  to  it ;  there  is  nothing 
betides  in  it,  but  that  which  is  the  pureft 
Reafon.  Even  that  Part  of  it  which  is 
moft  difficult  to  Man,  that  which  con- 
cerns the  moderating  of  his  Lufts  and  Af 
felons,  and  the  regulating  his  Walk:  and 
Carriage:  There  is  nothing  that  ChrtfHani- 
ty  requires  in  thefe  Matters,  but  that 
which  may  be  perfiiaded,  by  moft  con- 
vincing Reafons,  to  be  moft  foitible  and , 


comeiy  for  Man,  as  Man  ;  you  may 
take  it  in  the  Subjeft  in  Hand;  there  is  no- 
thing founds  harfher  co  Men,  md  feems 
harder  in  Religion*  than  fucha  Victory 
over  the  Fiefli/uch  an  Abftractednefs  from 
fenfual  and  earthly  Things  ■>  and  yet,  tru- 
ly, there  is  nothing  in  the  World,  that 
more  adorns  and  beautifies  a  Man,  no* 
thin*  fo  elevates  him  above  Beafb,as  tits, 
in  to  much  that  many  natural  Spirits, 
void  of  this  faving  Light,  have  notwith- 
ftanding  been  taken  with  fcmewhat  of  the 
Beauty  of  it,  and  fo  far  enamoured  with 
the  Love  of  it,  as  to  account  ail  the  World 
mad  and  bruriih,  that  followed  thefe 
lower  Thing?,  and  inOaved  themlelvef 
H  h  w* 
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mta  them-     I  take  the  two  Fountains  of 
aU  the  Pollutions,  Drforders,  and  Defile* 
ments  among  Men,  to  be  the?  InconGder- 
ation  and  Ignorance  of  Gxf,  that  eternal 
Spirit,  and  Fountain-b-ing.  arid  the  Igno- 
rance of  our  own  Souk,  thele  immortal 
Spirits  within  us,  which  are  derived  from 
that  Fountain  fpirit.     Tais  is  the  Mifery 
of  Men,  that  Scarce  do  they  once  ferioudy 
reflet  u^ou  their  own  Spirits,  or  think 
whit  imivmal  Srxils  is  within  th^m,  and 
what  Aflfiaity  th*fe  have  to  the  Fountain 
of  all  Spirits  ;  therefore,  do  Men  bafely 
throw  down  themfelves  to  the  Satisfaction 
.  oftheLufts  oftheFlelh.    Now  indeed, 
this  is  the  very  Beginning  of  Chriftianity, 
to  reduce  Men  from  thefe  bafer  Thoughts 
and  Employments,  to  the  Confederation  of 
Aeir  immortal   Souk  within.    And  O! 
how  will  a  Chriftian  blufh  to  behold  him- 
fclf  in  that  Light,  to  fee  the  very  Image 
of  a  Beaft  upon  his  Nature,  to  look  on 
%    thac  Slavery  and  Bondage  of  his  $r  bet- 
ter"Part,  to  the  wbrft  and  brutilh   Part 
in  him,  bis  Flejb. 

If  a  Man  did  wifely  confider  the  Con- 
futation of  his  Nature,  from  its  firft  Di- 
vine Original,  and  what  a  Thing  the  Soul 
is,  which  is  truly,  and   more  properly, 
himfetf,  than  his  Body  ;  what  Excellency 
is  in  the  Soul  beyond*  the  Body,  and  fo, 
what   Preheminency  it  advanceth  a  Man 
uirco,  beyond  a  Beaft  t     Be  Could  not  but 
account  Religion  the  vefy  Ornament  and 
Ferfetfion  of  his  NatUM*     Reafon  will 
fay,  shat  the  Spirit  febuki  rule  and  com- 
mand ihe  Body,  that-Jfr/bttf  tnt-ibe  Mi- 
-     nifter  and  Servant  of  the  Spirit,  that  there 
,  «s  nothing  r lie  proper  and  pecuEar  Goou 
#  cffMah,  btft  that  ^  which  adorns  and  rec- 
tus the  S^rit;  that  all   thrie  external 
Things  Which  M*n*  Stnfts  afe  carried 
after,  with  fo  fliuA  Violence,  do  not  bet 
M  *  Mart,  as  Mian*  bur  are  common  to 
JBcifts;  ijjax   ia«thde  Things,  Man « 


Happinefs,  a*    Man,     doth  not  all  a*, 
fift,     but  in    forae  /higher     and    more 
tranfcending  G  ood,  which  Beafts  are  not 
capabfc  of,  and  which  may  fatisfy  the  im- 
mortal Spirit,  andnotperifhin  die  ufing, 
but  live  with  it:  AU  tbefe  Things,  the 
very  natural  Frame  and  Constitution  of 
Man  doth  convincingly  perfiiade.      Now 
then,  may  a  Soul  think  within  it  felf,  O 
how  far  am  I  departed  from  my  Original  ? 
How  far  degenerated  from  that  noble  and 
royal  Dignity,  that  God  by  the  Stamp  of 
his  Image  fcnce  put  upon   me?    How 
is  it  that  I  am  become  a  Slave  and  Drudge 
to  that  bafer  and  brutilh  Part,  the  Fleth  ? 
I  would  have  you  retire  into  your  own 
Hearts,  and  ask  fuch  Things  at  them. 
Man  being  in  Honour  and  underftdnd* 
in&nottis  even  tike  the  Beaft s  that  pe* 
rijb.    Truly  we  are  become  like  Beafts, 
becaufe  we  confider  not  that  we  are  Men, 
and  fo  advanced  by  Creation  far  above 
Beafts.  ,^The*  not  reflecting  on  the  im- 
mortal, fpiritual  Nattire  of  our  Souls,  hath 
transformed  us,  in  a  manner,  into  the  Na- 
ture of  Beafts,  periling  Beafts.    Chrifti- 
anity is  the  very  transforming  of  a  Beaft 
into  a  Man,  as  Sin  was  the  deforming  of 
a  Man  into  a  Beaft:  This  is  the  proper 
EfFeft  of  Chriftianity,  toreftore  Humani- 
ty, to  eievateit,  and  purify  it  from  all  thole 
Defilements  and  Corruptions  that  were  in- 
grafted and  incorporated   into  it,  by  the 
State  of  Subjection  toth?Fle/h;  and  there* 
fore  the  Apoftle  delineates  the  Nature  of  k 
unto  us,  and  draws  the  Difference  wide, 
between  the  natural  Man  and  a  Chriftian. 
The  Natures  of  Things  are  dark  and 
hidden  in  themfelves,  but  they  come  to  be 
known  to  us,  by  their  Operations  and 
afting ;  their  Inclinations  and  Inftin&s  arfc 
known  this  Way.    Grace  if  truly 'a  v$ry 
iptritual  Thing,  and  the  Nature  of i|  lies 
high.;  yet  as  Cbrift  could  mi  te  MM* 


on  Romans 
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A*  Houfe,  neither  can  Grace  be  hid  in 
the  Heart,  it  will  be  known  by  its  Wort* 
ing.  Chrift  can  be  better  hid  in  a  Honfe, 
than  in  the  Heart,  beciufe,  when  he  is  en- 
gaged to   reftore  that  Heart    and  Soul 
to  ifs   native  Dignity  and  Prehemineacy 
over   the  Fiefh,    this  cannot  but    caufe 
much  Disturbance  in  the  Man,  for  a  Sea- 
ion  ;  to  change  Governments,  to  uft  out 
Usurpers,  and    to  reftore  the  lawful  and 
righteous  Owner,  to  the  Fofleffion  of  his 
Bight,  cannot  be  done  fecretly  and  cafily  i 
it  will  (hake  the  very  Foundations  of  a 
Kingdom  to  accomplish  it  t  So  it  is  litre, 
the  Reftitution  of  the  Soul,  to  the  Poflef- 
fion  of  its  Right  and  Dominion  over  the 
Ptelh,  the  cafling  out  of  that  tyrannous 
and  bafe  Ufurper,  the  Fk(h,  cannot  be 
tlone,  except  all  the  Man  knew  it,  feel  w 
and  in  manner  be  pained  with  it*     Now 
<be  Nature  of  Chriflianity    doth   lay    it 
tfclf  open  \p  us  in  thefe  two   eipecially, 
4n  what  it  minds  and  favours,  and  how 
tKaufeth  to  walk.  Life  is  known  efpeci- 
aflry'by  Affe&on  and  Motion :  A  feeling, 
thinking,   favouring    Power,   if  a  living 
Tower,  fo  a  moving,  waiting  Power  is 
a  living  Power,  and  thefe  are  here.  The 
Chriftian  is  ftiortly  defenbed  by  his  Na- 
ture, he  is  one  after  the  Spirit,  not  after 
the  Flejb,  and  by  the  proper  Charafte* 
riftical  Operations  of  that  Nature,  firft, 
minding  or  favouring  the  Things  of  the 
spirit,    which   comprehends  his  inward 
"Thoughts,  Affeftions,  Intentions,  andCogi- 
Ittions  ;    all  his  inward  Senfcs  are  der- 
ated about  fuch  Objects  \  And  then  he  is 
one-walking  after  the  Spirit,  his  Moti- 
ons are  in  a  Courfe  of  Obedience,  pro- 
ceeding from  that  inward  Reiilh  or  Tafte 
that  he  hath  of  the  Things  of  God.     It  is 
not  without  very  good  Reafon,  that  the 
*Name  of  a  Chriftian   is   thus  e*preffedf 
«Be  after  ibe  fytrtt,  that  is  his  Char  after' 


that  exprefles  his  Nature  unto  us ;  whether 
re  look  to  the  Original  of  ChrtfHanity; 
or  the  prime  Subjeft  of  it,  or  the  chief 
End  of  it,  tt  deferves  to  be  called  by  this? 
Name.     The  Original  of  it  is  very  high, 
as  high  as  that   eternal  Spirit,  as  high  as 
the  God  ef  the  Spirits  of  ait  ttejb* 
Things  are  like  their  Original,  and  fome 
Way  participate  of  the  Nature  of  theifCau* 
fcs  ;  that  which  is  horn  of  the  Spirit,  is 
Spirit,  Joh.  iii.  6,  that  which  is  born  of 
t*od»  who   is  a  Spirit^  mufi  he   Spirit, 
*  Joh.  r,  i .    Haw  royal  a  Defcent  is  that  ? 
How  doth  it   nobi'itare  a  Man's  Nature? 
Truly  all  other  Degrees  of  Birth  among 
Men   are  vain   imaginary   Things,    that 
hath  no  Wonb  it  all,  but  in  the  Fancies 
of  Men,  they   put  no  real  Excellency   in 
Men.     But  M*  is  only  true  Nobility,  this 
alone  doth  extract  a  Man  de  face  vufgit 
out  of  the  Dregs  of  the  Multitude.    Thert 
is  noimrinficfc  Difference  between  Bloods* 
or  Natures,  but  what  this  makes,  this  Di- 
vine Birth,  this  fccond  Birth  ;  all  othec 
Differences  are  but  in  Opinion,  this  is  in 
Reality  ;  it  puts  the  Image  of  that  blefled 
Spirit  upon  a  Man.    Trulyt  fuch  a  Crea- 
ture is  not  begotten  in  the  Womb  of  any 
natural  Caufe,  of  any  humane  Ferfwafiort, 
or   inticing  Words  of  Man's  fFifdoml 
of  any  eiternal  Mercy,  or  Judgment;  no 
Inifruftion,  no  Perfwafion,    no  Allure- 
ment,  nor  Atfrightment  can  make  yotr 
Chriflians  in  the  Spiritt  till  the  Spirit 
$Ivw  when  itpleajeth,  and  createyou  & 
gain,     It  muft  come   from  above,  that 
Power    that    can    fet    your    Hearts  *» 
right,  and  make  them  to. look  ftraight  *> 
bore. 

Chrift  Jeful  came  down  from  Heaven  un- 
to the  Earth,  and  took  on  «ur  Fleftt,  ihatfo 
the  Almighty  Spirit  might  come  down  to 
transform  our  Spirits,  and  lift  them  up 
from  the  Earth  m  the  Heaven,  We  aft 
H  h  %  d* 
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,  tbc  Seed  into  the  Ground  of  Mens  Hearts, 

.  .  (  and  aUs,  it  gets  Entry  but  io  few  Souls, 

":  it  is  fcattered  rather  on  the  High-way  Side, 

•  and  cannot  reach  into  the  arable  Ground 
.-  of-  the  Heart  )  but  it  can  do  nothing  with* 

out  the  Influence  of  Heaven,  except  the  Spi- 

•  rit  beget  you  again,  by  that  immortal  Seed 
^of  the  Word,   Therefore  we  would  cezfc 

our  Wondering,  that  all  the   Means  of 
God's  Word  and  Works  do  not  beget 

•  more  true  Chileans;  I  do  rather  won- 
der that  any  of  Adam*  wretched  Poten- 
cy mould  be  begotten  again,  and  advanced 

,  to  fo  high  a  Dignity,  to  be  bom  of  the 

,  Spirit*    O  that  Chrifttlns  would  mind 

:  their  Original   and   wonder  at -it,   and 

"  ftudy  to .  be  like  it  t    If #ou  believe  and 

;  confider  that  your  Defcem  is  from  that 

.  uncreated  Spirit,  hoW.potfrful  might  that 

,  tie  to  conform  you  more  and  more  to 

.  fcim,  and  to  transform  more  and  more  of 

your  Flera  into  Spirit?    There  is  no- 

thing  will  ratfe  up  the  Spirits  of  the  Chi  1- 

.  4ren  of  Princes  more,  than  to  know  their 

royal  Birth  and  Dignity :  How  (houid  the 

Confideration  of  this  make  your  Spirits 

.  Citable  to  your  State  or  Fortunes,  (  as  we 

vfe  to  fay?)    You  would  labour  to  raife 

~#lhem  up  to  mat  Height  of  your  Origi 

]  nal,  and  to  walk  worthy  ofjhat  high  Cal 

•  ting.    O  that  we  could  learn  that  Inftruc- 
tkmfirom  it,  which  Faul  gives,  i  Cor. 

•  f.  3°.    31*    &**    rf  Mm  are  ye    in 

•  Cbrift'%  therefore  let  hint  that  ghrietb, 
.  gkry  in  the  Lard:  Truly,  i  Soul  ftof- 

. .  felled  with  the  Meditation  of  Chis  royal 

Detent  from  God,  could  not  poilibly 

.jglory  Jn  thefe  inglorious  bafer  Things,  in 

which  Men  glory/ and  could  not  contain 

.or  re  toon  G  Jo  nation  and  Boaftrogin  him. 

„  fbe  Glory  of  many  is  their  Shame  Jbtctufe 

; !%  their  Sin,  of  which  they  mould  be  a- 

.'  Jkamed :  But  iuppofe  that  in  which  Men 

jfaj>  b*  w  Sfawoe  m  it  klf>  u  the  law- 


ful Thing*  of  this  preterit  World,  yet  cer» 
tain  I  y  it  is  a  great  Shame  for  4  Chriftian  to 
glory  in  them,  or  efteem  the  better  of 
himlelf  for  them.  If  this  were  minded  al- 
ways, that  we  are  of  God,  born  of  God, 
what  Power  do  ye  think  Temptations  or 
Sol  Li  rations  to  Sin  would  have  over  us? 
Me  that  if  born  of  tlodjinneth  not,  he 
ktefteth  him/elf]  and  the  wicked  One 
touchetb  him  not,  %  Job.  v.  i%9  ig,  Tru* 
ly  thisGonuderation  imprinted  in  the  Heart* 
would  elevate  us  above  alt  thefe  bafer 
Perfusions  of  the  Plefh;  this  would  m*ke 
Sin  lothfome  and  despicable,  as  the  great- 
eft  InSigniry  we  could  do  to  our  own 
Natures-  The  Strength  and  Advantage  of 
Sin,  is  to  make  us  forget  what  we  are, 
whom  we  have  Relation  unto,  to  drink  us 
drunk  with  the  Fuddle  of  the  World,or  then 
with  our  own  Jealoufies  and  Sufpicioas, 
thai  we  may  forget  our  Birth  and  State > 
and  fo  be  enticed  to  any  Thing,  It  you 
would  have  wherewith  to  beat  bacfc  ill  the 
fiery  Darts  of  the  Devil,  like  the  Shield 
of  this  Faith  and  Ferfuaftcn  ;  how  would 
it  iilence  Temptations?  Shall  J \  who  am  a 
Ruler,ftteXmb  Nebemiah  *  Shall  1  who 
am  born  of  the  Spirit?  Shall  I  who  am 
of  Cod  in  Cbrirl,  abafe  my  felf  to  fuch 
unworthy  and  bafc  Thin&s  ?  Shall  I  dis- 
honour my  Father,  and  di%race  my  felf. 
Then  Chriftianity  its  chief  Refidence, 
its  royal  Seat,  is  in  the  Spirit  of  Man,  and 
lb  heis  one  after  the  Spirit.  Be  ye  re- 
newed in  the  Spirit  of  your  Minds,  E|pfn 
iv.  23-  As  it  is  of  a  high  Defcem,  fo  it 
muft  have  the  higheft  and  moft  honour- 
able Lodging  in  all  the  Creation,  that 
is,  the  Spirit  of  a  Man;  without  this  there 
is  no  Room  eJfc  At  for  it,  and  fuitible  to 
it,  in  this  lower  World  >  My  Sou  give 
me  thine  Heart,  fciih  Wiflom,  Fro* 
xim,  26.  It  cares  for  nothing  be&tes, 
if  it  get  not  the  Heart,  tbc  iamoft  Cabinet 
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of  the  imperial  City  of  this  Ifle-ofMan, 
for  ov/   0/  1/  ore  the  JJJues  of  Life, 
that  flow  into  all  the  Members.     Do  not 
think  that  Grace  will   lodge  one  Night 
in  your  outward  Man,  that  you  can  put 
on  Chriftianity  upon  your  Countenance 
or  Converfation  without ;  except  your  ad- 
mit it  into  your  Souls,  it  can  have  no 
fuitable  Entertainment  there  alone,  'tis  of 
a  fpiritual  Nature,  and  it  muft  have  a  Spi- 
rit tb  abide  in.     Every  Thing  is  beft  pre* 
fcrved  and  entertained  by  Things  fimiMe 
to  its  Natuft  ;  fuch  do  incorporate  toge- 
ther, and   imbofom   one  with  another; 
whereas  Things  keep  a  greater  Diftancc 
with  Things  different  in  Nature;  a  Flame 
will  dit  out  among  cold  Stones,  without 
oylie  Matter.     This  heavenly  Fire  that 
is  defcended  into  the  World,  can  hare  no- 
tKng  earthly  to  feed  upon,  it  muft  die  out, 
'  except  it  get  into  the  immortal  Spirit,  and 
then  furni(h  (to  fpeak  fo  )  perpetual  Nou- 
rilhment  to  it,  till  at  length  all  the  Spirit 
feefet  on  Flame,  and  changed,  as  it  we  re, 
into  that  heavenly  Subftance,  to  mount 
up  above,  from  whence  it  came.    Do 
not  think,  my   Beloved,   to  fuperinduce 
true  Religion  upon  your  Out-fide,  and 
within  to  be  as  rotten  Sepulchres  ;  ynu 
muft  either  open  your  Hearts  to  Chrift, 
©r  eife  he  will  not  abide  with  you:  Such 
a  noble  Gueft" will  not  ftay  in  the  Su- 
burbs of  the  City,  if  you  take  him  not  in- 
to the  Palace;  and  truly  the  IVbce of  < 
Hearts  is  too  unworthy  for  luch  a  wor- 
thy Gueft,  it  hath  been  fe  defiled  by  Sin  ; 
boAv  vile  is  it  ?  but  if  you  would  let  him 
enter,  he  would   walh  it  and  cleanft  it 
for  hhnfelf.   v 

Will  you  know  then  the  Charafter  of 
a  Chriftian?  He  is  one  much  within* 
he  hath  retired  into  his  own  Spirit,  to 
know  how  it  goes  with  it,  and  he  fin 
all  ib  disordered  and  confufed,  aft  fo  1 


fettled,  that  he  gets  fo  jrufch  Bufineft  to  <io 
at  Home,  as  he  gets  no  Leifure  to  come 
much  Abroad  again.  "It  is  the  Miftry  of 
Men,  that  rhey  are  wholly  without,  car- 
ried into  external  Things  only  ;  and  this 
is  the  very  Charafter  of  a  Beaft,  that  it  ' 
cannot  rertert  inwardly  upon   it  felf,  but 
is  wholly  fpent  on  Things  that  are  pre- 
fentfti  to  the  outward  Senfes.     There  h 
nothing  in  which  Men  are  more  aflimu* 
lited  10'Beafts,  than  tliis,  that  we  do  not 
fpeak  in  our   felves,  or  return  into  our 
own  Bofoms,  but  are  wholly  occupied  V 
bout  the  Things  that  are  without  us;  and 
thus  it   fare*  with  us,  as  with  the  Man, 
that  is  bufy  m  all  other  Mens  Matters,  and' 
never  thinks  of  his  own,  his  Eftate  muft 
needs  ruin,  all  his  Affairs  muft  be  out  tof 
Courfe.     Truly,  while  we  are  iramerl^f 
and  drowned  in   external   Things,    our 
Souls  are  penihing,  our  inward  Eftate  is 
waMig  away,  aH  our  own  Affairs,  that 
can  only  and  properly  be  called  ours,  are 
difordered    and    jumbled.     Therefore, 
Christianity  doth  firftof  all  recalthe  wan* 
dering  ami  vain  Spirit  of  Man  into  itfelfc 
as  thatEihorcation  is,  Pfitf.  iv.  9.  to  com* ' 
mime  with  bis  awn  Heart,  to  make  a 
diligent  Search  of  his  own  Affairs ;  and, 
0  I  how  dofh  he  find  ail  out  of  Courfe,  as 
a  Garden  neglefled,  all  overgrown,  as 
a  Houfe  not  inhabited,  all    dropping 
through,    in   a   Word,  wholly  ^ruinous; 
through  into  lerable  Negligence.     It  was 
the     firft    Turn    of    the   Prodigal   to- 
return  to  htrnfeli]  be  came  to  bimfetf, 
Luke  xv+  17*  Truly  Sin  is  Hot  only  m 
Averfion  from  God,  bum  is  an  Efrrange- 
mem  from  ourfelves,  firon*  our.  Souk, 
from  our  own  Happinefi ;  'tis  a  Madneft 
that  takes  a  way   the  Ufc  of  Reafon  and 
Confideration  of  our  own  felves    But 
Grace  is  a  Converfion,  not  only  to  Gkxfc 
but  to  qui  felvefi  it  brinffth  iMaa 
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Home  to  his  Heart,  maketh  him  fober 
again,  who  was.bende  himfelf:  Hence 
that! Phrafe.i  "Kings  Tiii,  47.  W%entbef 
Jballturnto  tbebrormn  Hearts,  and  re- 
turn. It  is  the  moft  laborious  Vanity ,  or 
the  vaineft  Labour,  ta  com  pals  Heaven 

'and  Earth,  to  be  fa  bulicd  Abroad,  to 
Ttnow  other  Things,  and  then  to  know 
and  confider  nothing  of  that,  which  of  all 
Things  moft  nearly  concerns  us,  ear 
/elves  \  wbatjbai:  it  proft  a  Man,  if 
be  gain  tbe  whole  Hforld  and  bfe  bis 
Soul}  for  that  is   himfelf     And  what 

/  Dull  it  profit,  to  know  all,  and  not  know 

.  lis  Soul,  to  be  every  where*  but  where 
he  ought  to  be.  Well,  a  Chriftian  is  one 
jealled  Home  from  vain  impertinent  Di- 
Verfion^  one  that  is  occupied  moft  about 
his  Soul  ?nd  Spirit,  how  to  have  all  the 

.  Piforders  he  finds  in  himfelf  ordered,  all 
thefe  Diftempets cured,  all  thefe  DerUe- 
meats  wafhed,  this  is  the  Bulinefs  he  is 
About  in  this  World,  to  vjajb  his  Heart 
from  ffickednefr,  Jer,  ii%  i*.  10 
deanfe  eten  vain  Thoughts,  and  tout  up 
from  thafrordinary  Repair Jus  own  Heart ; 

,  he  is  about  the  indofingitp  to  be  a  Garden 
to  the  WetUHbeloved,  to  bring  forth  fweer 
jFruits;  he  is  about  the  renewing  of  it, 
the  adorning  it  with  the  new  Man,  a- 
f*inft  that  Day  of  our  Bridegroom  s  ap- 
pearing, and  bringing  him  up  to  celebrate 
the  Marriage.  Though  he  be  in  tbe 
flejb,  yet  he  is  moft  taken  up  with  bis 
^fn'r.bow^tohayr  it  reftored  to  that 
jmmitive  Beauty  and  Excellency,  tht 
Image  of  God  in  it ;  how  to  be  chatter 
vntb  Humility,  and  to  put  on  tbe  Orna- 
ment of  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit*  that  he 
accounts  his  Beauty  ,  how  to  rule  bis  ovm 
Spirit,  that  he  accounts  only  true  Ford 
«ude,  and  thinks  it  a  greater  Vaflalage  and 
Victory  to  overcome  himfelf  than  his 
Enemy,  and  efteems  it  the  nobleft  Rt* 
jmgQt  not  to  be  like  to  other  Men  that 


wrong  him  j  he  is  occupied  about  the 
higheft  Gain  and  Advantage,  viz.  to  five 
his  Spirit  and  Soul,  and  accounts  all  Lq(s 
to  this,  to  bring  Jefus  Chrift  into  the 
Heart  ;  thai  this  is  the  Jewel  he  digs  for, 
and  ofteeais  all  Dung  in  Compariibn  of  ir% 
if  you  be  Chnftians  after  the  Spirit,  no 
doubt,you  are  buiied  this  Way  about  your 
Spirits:  For  others,  ihey   are  bufied  a- 
bout  the  Flelh,  to  make  Ftwifion  for 
its  LtUfts  ;  and   there .  needs  no  other 
Mark  to   know  them  by.    Alas  I  poor 
Souls,  that  you  have  never  ^et  adverted, 
that  you  have  Spirits,  immortal  Beings 
within  you,  which  muft  furvive  this  Duft, 
this  corruptible  FleJh  \  What  will  you  do, 
when  you  cannot  have  Flelh  to  care  for  ? 
When  your  Spirits  can  hafe  nothing  to  be 
carried  forth  into,  but   mufl  eternally 
dwell  within  the  Bofom  of  an  evil  Con- 
fcience,    and  be    tormented  wkh    that 
Worm,  the  bitter  Remembrance  of  the 
Neglect  of  your  Spirits,  and    utter  E- 
flrangemenr  from  them,  while  you  were 
in  the  Body  1  Then  you  muft  be  confined 
within  your  own  evil  Gonfciences,  and  be 
imprifbned  there  for  ever,  becaufe,  while 
yet  there  was  Time  and  Seafon,    you 
were  always  Abroad,  and  every  where, 
but  within  your  own  Hearts  and  Confer 
enctSp  and  is  not  that  a  juft  Recompense? 
Then  again,  as  Chriftiaoiry  defcends 
from  the  Father  of  Spirits,  into  the  Sptrjt 
of  a  Man  to  lodge   there  ibr  a  whiff B 
it  doth  m  length  bring  up  the  Spirit  of 
a  Man,    and  unites    it   to   that  eternal 
Spirit ;   andfo,  as  the   Original  Was  high 
and  divine,  the  End  is  high  too.     It  ifliu 
out  of  that  Fountain,  and  returns  with  the 
Heart  oi  Man,  to  imbofom  it  fell  in  thai 
again*     And  truly,  this. is  the  great  Ex- 
cellency 01  true  Religion nbove. all  thefe 
Things  you  are  bufi«d  about,  that  ir  dd- 
vaies  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  10  flHfhfl> 
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it  will  never  reft,  till  it  have  carried  it 
above  to  the  Fountauvfpirit,     Our  Spirits 
areSjMrks  and  Chips  (to  fytik  fo  with 
Reverence)  of  that  divine  Being;  but  now 
they  are  wholly  iromerfed  and  funk  into 
the  Flefh,  and  into  the  Earth  by  Sin,  till 
9  Gr  *ce  come  down  and  renew  them,  and 
m extract  them  out  of  that  Dunghill,    and 
purify  them  v  and  then  they  are,  as  in  a 
State  of  Violence,    always  driving    to 
mount  upwards,  till  they  be  embodied,  or 
rather  infpirited  (fo  to  fpeafc)  in  that  Ori- 
gaal  Spirit,  till  they  be  wholly  united  to 
their  own  Element,  tbe  Divine  Mature. 
.    You  know  ChritfV  Prayer,  John   ivii. 
Sfbat  they  may  be  one,  as  we  are  onef 
1  in  tbemf  and  they  in  mef  that  they 
may  be  made  perfect  in  one,  ver.  %2$ 
&}.  Then  Spirits  have  attained  the  Per- 
fection, then  will  tbey  r'ejt  from  their 
I*abounw  when  they  are  one  with  him  ; 
this  is  the  only  Center  of  Spirits,  in  which 
they  can  reft  immoveable.     You  find  all 
the  Defires  and  AfFeftions  of  the  Saints 
are,  as  fomany  Breathings  upward,  Pant- 
'     ings  after  Union  with  him,  and  Longings 
to  be  intimately  prefent  with  the  Lord  v 
therefore,  a  ChrUHan  is  one  after  tbe 
Spirit ,  groaning  to  be  all  Spirit,  to  have 
tbe  earthly  Houfe  of  this  tabernacle 
diffofoed)  and  to  be  chatted  upon  with 
that  Houfe  from  Heaven:  He  knows 
with  Paul,  that  be  is  not  at  Home,  though 
he  be  at  Home  in  the  Body,  becaufe  the 
Body  is  that  which /epar  ate  s  from  tbe 
ZAtrd,    which  Partition-wall,  he   would 
willingly  have  taken  down,  that  his  Spirit 
might  be  at   Home,   prefent  with  tbe 
-     Lord,  2  Cor,  vi.   i  •  &c.  H^ho  kn&wetb 
(faith  Solomon)  tbe  Spirit  of  a  Man  that 
jtfcends  upward*  and  the  Spirit  aftbe 
JSeaft  tbat^oetb  downward  to  the  Earth , 
Etclef.iii,  31-  Truly, the  natural  Motion 
of  Man's  Spirit,  mould  be  to  afcend  up- 
-     ward  to  God  who  &avc  it :  When  this 


frail  and  broken  Veflel  of  the  Body  j# 
diilblved  into  the  Elements,  the  higher 
and  purer  Nature  that  lodged  within  it 
mould  fly  upwards  to  Heaven  ;  even  ag 
the  Spirit  of  tbe  Beafts,  being  bur  the 
prime  and  rlner  Pan  of  the  Body,  not 
diflerent  in  Nature  from  the  Earth,  natu- 
rally falls  down  to  the  Earth  with  the 
Body,  and  is  diflblved  into  the  Element!, 
But  I  think,  the  Conftderatton  of  that  wo- 
ful  Diforder,  that  Sin  hath  brought  into 
the  World,  that  all  Things  in  Man  arefo 
degenerated,  and  become  brutifli,  both 
his  Aflfeftions  and  his  Conversation,  that 
carnal  and  fenfual  Lufts  have  the  whole 
Dominion  over  Meo  ;  I  fay,  the  ferioua 
and  earner!  View  of  this,  might  mate  a 
Man  fufpeft  and  call  in  Queftion,  whe* 
ther  or  not  there  be  any  Difference  be- 
tween Men  and  Beafts  ?  Whether  or  not 
there  be  any  Spirit  in  the  One  of  a  higher 
Nature  than  in  the  other  ?  Truly,  it 
would  half  perfuade,  that  there  is  no  im- 
mortal Spirit  in  Man,  elfe  how  could  he 
befuchaBeaftall  his  Time,  ferving  di~ 
verfe  Luflsl  Can  it  be  poOible,  might 
one  think,  that  there  is  any  Spirit  tn  Meo, 
that  can  afcend  to  Heaven,  when  there  it 
no  Motion  thither,  to  be  obferved  among 
Men?  I  befeech  you,  confider  thi*, 
the  Spirit  mull  either  afcend  or  defceod, 
when  it  goes  out  of  the  Body,  as  now  in 
Affection  and,  Endeavour  it  aicends  or 
defcends  while  ii  is  in  the  Body;  there  is  , 
an  indifpenfible  Connexion  between 
thefe,  what  Way  foeverthe  Spirit  aims, 
at  which  Way  foever  it  turns  and  directs  its 
Flight,  thither  n  mall  be  conflrained  to 
go  eternally.  Do  you  think,  my  Belov- 
ed* while  you  arc  in  the  Body,  to  bow 
down  your  ktves  to  the  Ear  Jr,  to  de- 
fend into  the  Service  of  the  Fieih  all  your 
Time,  never  once  ferioufly  10  rue  up  iu 
ih*  Coafideration  of  Eternity,  or  lift  up 
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your  Heads  above  temporal  and  earthly 
Things,  and  yet  in  the  clofe  to  afcend  un- 
to Hearen*?  No,  no,  do  not  deceive  your 
(elves,  you  mud  go  forward,  this  Life 
and  Eternity  makes  one  ftraight  Line,  ei- 
ther of  Af cent  or  Defcent,  of  Happtnefi  or 
Mifcry :  And  finceyou  have  bowed  down 
always,  while  in  the  Body,  there  is  no  rif- 
•Og  up  after  it,  forward  you  mull  go, 
and  that  is  downward  to  that  Element, 
which  you  transformed  your  Spirits  into, 
that  is  the  Earth,  or  below  the  Earth  to 
Hell,  your  Spirits  hath  moft  Affinity  wi  h 
thefe,  and  down  they  muft  go,  as  a  Stone 
to  the  Earth.  But  if  you  would  delire 
t?  have  your  Spirits  attending  up  to  Hea- 
ven, when  they  are  let  out  of  this  Prifon, 
the  Body,  take  heed  which  Way  they  turn, 
fcend  and  ftrive,  while  here  in  the  Body  : 


If  your  Struglings  be  to  be  upward  at  God. 
if  you  have  difcovered  that  Bleflednefs  is 
in  him,  and  if  this  be  the  Predominant  of 
your  Spirit,  that  carries  it  upwards  in  De- 
fires  ard  Endeavours,  and  turns  it  off  the 
bafe  Study  of  fatisfying  the  Flefti,  and  the 
bafe  Love  of  the  World  ;  it  thy  Soul  be 
mounting  aloft,  on  thefe  Wings  of  tiolr  < 
Deiires  of  a  better  Life,  than  can  be  found 
in  any  Thing  below,  certainly  the  Motion 
of  thy  Spirit  will  be  in  a  ftraight  Line  up- 
ward :  When  thou  leaves  thy  Duft  to  the 
Earth,  Angels  waits  to  carry  that  Spirit  to 
-thatBofom  of  Chrift,  where  it  longed 
and  liked  moft  to  be  ;  but  Devils  do  at- 
tend the  Souls  of  moft  part  of  Men 
to  thruft  them  down  below  the  Earth,  be- 
caule  they  did  itill  bend  down  to  the 
Earth. 
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Vcrf.  e,.  For  they  that  are  after  the  Flejb,  do  mind  the 
.  Things  of  the  Flejh,  &c. 


rTHough  Sin  hath  taken  up  the  principal 
•*  and  inmoft  Cabinet  of  the  Heart  of 
Man,  though  it  hath  fixed  its  imperial 
Thfone  in  the  Spirit -of  Man,  and  makes 
ufe  of  all  the  Powers  and  Faculties  in  the 
Soul  to  accomplish  its  acgufed  De fires, 
and  fulfil  its  boundlefs  Lufts ;  yet  h  is  not 
without  good  'Reafon  exprefled  In  Scrip- 
ture, ordinarily  under  the  Name  ®fflcjbt 
and  a  Body  of  Death*  and  Men  dead  in 
Sips,  are  faid  to  be  yet  in  the  FJefli*  The 
Reafon  is,  partly  becaufe  this  was  the 
Rife  of  Man's  firft  Ruifle,  or  the  thiefeft 
Ingredient  in  hisfirfl  Sin,  bis  hearkening 


to  the  Suggeftions  of  his  Flefli.  again* 
the  clear  JJglu  and  Knowledge  of  his 
Spirit,  The  Apple  was  beautiful  to  look 
ont  and  fweet  to  the  Tafte,  and  this  en- 
gaged Man  :  Thus  the  voluntary  Debafe- 
ment  and  Subjection  of  the  Spirit,  (  which 
was  breathed  in  of  God,)  unto  the  Service 
of  that  Duft  which  God  had  appointed  to 
ferveit,  bath  turned  into  a  necejjary.  Sla- 
very, lb  that  the  FleJh  being  put  in  the 
Throne,  cannot  be  cart  out ;  and  this  is 
the  righteous  Judgment  of  God  upon  Man, 
that  he  that  would  not  ferve  fo  good  and 
lb  high  a  Lord,  fhould  be  made  a  Drudge 
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and  Slave  10  the  very  Dregs  of"  the  Crea- 
tion. Partly  again,  becaufe  the  Fie ih  hath 
in  it  the  Seeds  of  the  molt  Fart  of  thefe 
evil  Fruits,  which  abound  in  the  Woiid- 
Themoft  Part  of  our  Corruptions  have 
either  their  Rife  or  their  Increase  from 
the  Flefh  ;  the  moft  Part  of  the  Evils 
of  Men  are  either  conceived  in  the 
Flefh,  or  brought  forth  by  it,  by  the  Mi- 
nistry and  Help  of  our  degenerate  Spirits. 
And  truly  this  is  it  that  mates  our  return- 
ing 10  God  fo  hard  and  difficult  a  Work, 
becaufe  we  are  in  the  Flefh,  which  is  like 
Stubble,  difpofed  to  conceive  Flame  upon 
any  Sparkle  of  a  Temptation  v  there  are 
fc  many  Difpofuions  and  inclinations  in 
die  Body  firtce  our  Fall,  that  are  as  power- 
fill  to  carry  us  to  Excefs  and  Inordinate* 
nefs  in  Affec^on  or  Converiarion,  as  the 
natural  Inftinfts  of  Beafts  do  drive  them 
on  to  their  own  proper  Operations*  You 
know,  the  Flem  is  oftentimes  the  greatest 
Impediment  that  the  Spirit  hath,  becaufe  of 
its  Lumpifcnefsand  earthly  Quality.  How 
willing  would  the  Spirit  be,  how  nimble 
and  active  in  the  Ways  of  Obedience,  ii 
it  were  not  retarded,  dulled  and  clogged 
With  the  heavy  Lump  of  our  Flefh  }  The 
Spirit  indeed  is  wilting,  but  the  Flejb  is 
weak*  faith  Chrift,  Atftff.xivi.41*  Truly 
I  think  the  great  Remiflhcfs,  Negligence, 
Weaknefs,  Fainting  of  Chriftians,  jn  their 
JEUce  of  Chriftianity,  arifeth  ordinarily 
from  this  Weight  that  is  carried  about 
with  them,  that  itrouft  be  fome  exiraoidi- 
nary  Impuife  of  a  higher  Spirit,  to  drive 
us  on  without  wearying.  And  becaufe  of 
this  rndifpolition  of  the  Flefh,  we  are  not 
able  to  bear  much  of  God's  Prefence  in 
this  Life,(it  would  certainly  contbundMot  ~ 
ulity,  it  fo  much  were  let  our  of  it  4S  is 
in  Heaven)  no  more  than  a  weak  Eye  can 
endure  to  behold  the  Sun  m  its  Brightnefi, 
And  then  the  Fleft,  as  it  is  the  greateft 
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Retardment  in  good,  it  h  the  greateft  In- 
citement to  evjl,  it  is  a  Bo  lorn-enemy, 
that  betrays  us  to  Saran.  it  is  near  us,  and 
connatural  10  us ;  and  this  is  the  grew  Ad- 
vantage Satan  hath  of  a  Chnftian,he  hatk 
a  Fiiend  within  every  Cbriftiao,  that  be- 
trays him  often.  You  know  the  moil  Fart 
of  Temptations  from  without  could  have 
no  fuch  Force  or  Strength  again  it  us,  if 
there  were  not  fome  Fredifpomion  in  the 
Flefh,  fome  Seeds  of  that  evil  within,  if 
they  were  not  preferred  with  fome  Suit* 
ablenefs  to  our  Senfesi  and  ihey  beinj 
once  engaged  on  Satan's  Side,  they  eafdv 
draw  the  whole  Man  with  them,  under  a 
falfe  Colour  and  Pretence  of  Friendfbip ; 
therefore  they  are  faid  to  war  ogainjt 
the  Sou/}  1  Pet.  ii.  it.  and  they  are 
laid  eqfijy  to  btfet  ust  Heb.  xih  1 .  Truly 
it  is  no  Wonder  rhar^the  Enemy  florin  our 
City,  when  the  Out- works,  yea,  the  very 
Ports  of  the  City,  are  pollened  by  Trai- 
tors ;  bo  wonder  Satan  approach  near  the 
Walls  with  his  Temptations,  when  our 
Senfes,  our  fleftily  Part,  is  fo  apt  to  re- 
ceive him,  and  ready  to  entertain  all  Ob- 
jects without  DuTe  re  ncc,  that  are  Juit able 
to  aiftct  them. 

You  fee  then  how  much  Power  the 
Ftejb  hath  in  Man,  fo  that  it  is  no  Won- 
der that  every  natural  Man  hath  this  De- 
nomination, one  after  the  Ftejb,  one  car- 
nal from  the  predominin£  Pan,  rho* 
the  worft  Part.  Every  Man  by  Nature, 
till  a  higher  Birth  come,  m*y  I*  caikd 
all  Fltfh,  all  fafliioned  and  compofed  of 
the  FJcm,  and  after  the  Flefti,  even  his 
Spirit  and  Mind  fleftily  and  eaithly,  funk 
into  the  Flcm,  and  transformed  into  a 
brutifo  Quality  or  Nature.  Now  the 
great  Purpofeof  the  GufpeJ  ts,  to  bring  a* 
longft  a  Deliverer  unto  your  Spuits,  for 
the  releaiing  and  unfettering  of  them  from 
the  Chains  of  tiefoly  Lufts.  This  is  the 
J  i  ve* 
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vwy  Work  df  Chriftianky,  to  give  Liber- 
17  to  the  captive  Souls  of  Men,  and  the 
Opening  of  the  Prifon  to  tbei*  that  are 
found,  Mu  tan.  t.  The  Souls  of  Men 
are  chained  with  their  own  Aefhly  Luft*, 
ftdtfatany  Time  they  can  break  thefe 
4profler  Chains,  as  feme  finer  Spirits  have 
tfcaped  oat  of  the  vileft  Dungeon  of  the 
firth,  and  caft  off  thefe  heavier  Chains 
that  bind  the  moft  Fan  of  Men,  yet 
Wholly  eicape  they  cannot:  There  be 
tigjber  and  lower  Rooms  of  this  Prifon, 
there  are  lome  more  grofs,  fome  more 
jfcbtifc  Cords  and  Bands  of  the  FleQi  i,  and 
4rhatfoever  it  be  that  holds  a  Man  bound, 
or  in  whadbever  Houfe  he  be  imprifon- 
ed,  'tis  not  much  Matter,  fince  retHy  he 
fa  bound,  and  his  liberty  reftrained.  If 
t  Chain  of  Gold  binds  as  faft  as  a  Chain  of 
trod,  there  is  no  real  Difference,  except 
that  Mockery  is  added  unto  it  when  a 
Man  is  detained  in  a  Golden  Prifon  with 
Golden  Chains.  Tho'  feme  Men,  1 
j&y,  eicape  the  grower  Pollutions  of  the 
FleA,  yet  they  are  fettered  within  ferae 
narrow,  leant,  and  but  imaginary  good 
*Tting$,  thej-cannorgo  without  the  Com- 

S{$  of  thofe  •,  Every  Man  is  confined  by 
axure  within  tbe  Circle  of  his  own  nar- 
row Bofom,  or  if  he  expatiate  into  the 
tteld  of  the  World,  yet  how  narrow, 
how  limited  axe  all  created  Objefts,  for 
the  infinite  Defires  of  the  Soulj  whether 
it  tend  to  the  Enjoyment  of  other  Crea- 
tures, or  to  the  Pofleffion  of  fome  ima- 
Sary  JSfceltency  in  a  Man's  felf;  how 
litnedare  they?  How  imprifoned  in 
ail  that  Compafi  ?  There  is  no  true  Li- 
berty can  be  found  there.  Though  Jbine 
anafbe  difingaged  from*  bafcr  Lu  fH,  aftT 
the  common  vain  Employments  ot  Men ; 
jet  far  they  cannot  gp,  fhej*  do  but  en-t 
4fi&  more  xi\ti  tbwtfelixs  the  Love 
*od  Eftinutioa ^  tf  dtea^eax^rftlow 


that  Cbmpafe  they  cannot  poflibly  go, 
whetbn  from  another  Principle,  or  to 
another  End :  And*  Of  how  little  Bounds 
is  within  any  created  Breaft  for  the  in* 
n»rta4£ptrit,jthatis  fo  vail  and  expand- 
ing m  its  Defires,  to  dwell  in  ? 

Mot  here  is  the  perfMt  Redemption, 
that  iain  JefiuChrift;  when  he  comas 
into  the  Soul,  he  unfetters  and  releajesic 
not  Only  of  the  groffer  Lyfts  of  the  FJeih, 
but  even  of  thefe  fiibtile  invifible  Bands  of 
Self-love,  Seif-Jeeking,  of  all  fcant,  nar. 
row,  and  particular  Objefts.  and  fetsit  at 
liberty  to  expatiate  on  that  universal 
Good,  the  infinite  Fulnds  of  God,  and 
Grace  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus:  And  hence 
a  Chrifiiania  called  one  4/itr  the  Spirt, 
that  if,  whole  Spirit  is  rid  and  deliveued 
from  that  natural  Bondage  and  Slavery  to 
the  Crmurcs,  and  is  efpoufed,  at  leaft  ia 
Aft&k»  and  Endeavour,  totheAlHyfr 
ficfent  and  Self  Efficient  God. 

We  told  you  that  this  new  .Nature  cC 
a  Cbri&an  (hews  itfeJf  in  Affe&bn  and 
Motion,  in  minding  and  walking  ;  both 
are  Signs  of  Life,  and  the  proper  Aftions 
of  it.  A*  *e  natural  Man  is  eafily  knows 
.by  what  he  minds  and  favours,  and  what 
Way  he  walks,  fdisthe  Spiritual  Maa: 
Minding  or  Savouring  comprehends^  no 
doubt,  all  the  inward  Afts  of  the  Soul, 
all  the  Imaginations,  Cognations,  Though*, 
Afie&ofi*,  Defires  and  Purpoles  of  the 
Soul :  TV>  express  it  (hortly,  there  is  a 
Concurrence  of  thefe  two,  Cogitation  and 
AAvftion*  the  Xtaderfianding  and  the 
Will,  in  this  Bufmefs.  Tie  natural  Man 
knovotth  not  the  f  bints  of  the  Spirit ,  fo 
he  cainfiot  tafte  or  relifh  them,  fince  he 
xtoth  *ot  tnow  them,  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  How 
tan  they  betteve  on  bim  iobom  tbey  bavt 
not  heard?  But  far  more,  how  can  Mm 
jove  and  defirethat  which  they  do  sot 
knew  ?  Thong**  k  be  hard  to  convince 
N  fome 
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fomethat  [hey  know  not  God,  nor  the 
Things  of  the  Spirit,  becaufe   they  have 
fime  form  of  Knowledge*  and  feeru  to 
underihnd,  and  can  difcourfe  on   Rehg>- 
od  f  yet  I  wonder  that  the  moil  Parr  oi 
Men,  whole  Ignorance  is  written  in  their 
Foreheads,  with  fuch  palpable  Characters, 
ihould  have  fo  much  Difficulty  to   take 
with    this  Challenge.     I  am  fure,  many 
that  perfuade  themfelvei  of  Heaven,  are 
yet   ihiit  up  in   that  Dungeon  of  natural 
Ulindnefs  and  D  arLneis  of  Mind,  and  that 
fo  grote  and  thict  Darknefs,  that  it  is  not 
fallible  to  make  them  conceive  any  Noti* 
On   of  fpi  ritual   Things  ;    the  common 
Twilight  of  Nature  is  almoft  exringuilhed, 
and   tittle   or   nothing   increafed  by  their 
Education  in  the   vtiible  Church.     How 
can  you  prize  and  efteena  Jelus  Chrift,  of 
whom  you  know  nothing  but   the  bare 
Name  P  How  can  you  favour   Heaven, 
when  you  have  never  admitted  ooe  ferious 
Thought  of  the  Life  to  come  ?0  that  you 
could  be  perfuaded,  that  the  Grace  of  God 
«  incunUitent  with  fuch  groii  Ignorance, 
*sts  the  Generality  of  yon  ;  truly  Grace 
«  a  light  mining  tn  the  Soul,  that  opens 
<be  Eyes  to  fee  that  Light  that  furrounds 
si  in  the  Gofpe).     But  will  you  confide r, 
beloved,  how  ready  you  are  to  receive 
other  Things  of  no  Moment,  how  your 
Memories  can  retain  them,  and  your  Ufl* 
-derftandings  receive  other  PurpoJes  very 
perplexed  and    laborious  ;  but  for    the 
Knowledge  of  your  Sin  and  Mifery,  or  of 
that  blefled  Remedy  (hewed  in  the  Go- 
feel,  we  cannot  mate  you  capable  of  a 
few  Queltions  about  them ;  and  if  you 
learn  rhe  Words  by  Heirt,  (is  you  ufeto 
fpeak)  yet  alas/  the  Matter  and  Thing  it 
ie!f  is  not  in  the  Hein  or  Mind,  you 
have  nothing  but  Words,  as  appears ;  if 
we  asi  about  that  fame  Matter  in  other 
Words  and  Terms,  it  is  is  dark  and  new  I 


to  you,  as  if  you  had  never  beard  it,     1 
befeech  you  contider,  if  you  do  not  then 
mind  the  Things  of  the  FJefc  moft,  when 
you  are  not  only  moft  capable  to  know 
ihefe  Things  that  concern  this   Life,  but 
moft  ready  to  entertain  fuch  Thoughts. 
Vou  have    no   Difficulty  to    mind   the 
World  whole  Weeks  and  Years,  but  you 
c^n  never  find  Lehure  or  Time  to  mind 
the  Life  to  come ;  and  yet  vainly  you  fiy. 
you  mind  «  always.     I  befeech  you,  how 
do  you  mind  God,  and  the  Things  of 
God,  when  if  you  will  but  recollect  your 
Thoughts,  and  gather  the  Sum  of  them, 
you  will   not   find  one  ferious   advifed 
Thought  ofhimorhis  Matters  in  a  whale 
Week?  I  profefSp  I  wonder  how  fo  many 
can  enforce  upon  the mfe Ives  a  Ferfuauon 
that  God  is  always  in  their  Heart.  1  think 
it  ii  the  He lg)u  of  De Juiiou  ■  I  am  iu re  he 
is  not  in  one  of  Ten  thuuQud  Thoughts, 
that  travel,  walk,  lodge  and  dwell  in  tlie 
Souls  of  Men;  and  yet  they  will  needs 
bear  upon  tbemfelves  that  they  always 
mind  him-     1  am  fire  moil  of  you  cannot 
fay  that  ever  you  ftiut  the  Doors  of  your 
Hearts  upon  other  vain  Objects,  that  you 
might  retire  to  fecret  Meditation  on  God, 
or  Conference  with  him  i  and  I  am  at 
fure,  that  many  Men  have  God  oftner  in 
their  Mouths,  by  Oaths  and  Blafphemies, 
and  irrevt rent  Speaking,  and  taking  hii 
holy  Name  in  vain,  than  in  their  Miodi, 
Prayersor  Praties »  or  any  holy  Meditati- 
ons  of  him .    Arc  you  not  as  unwilling  to 
fix  your  Minds  upon  any    fad  folemxi 
Thoughts  of  Gods  Juflice,  of  Hell,  of 
Heaven,  of  Sin  or  Mifery,  of  Death,  at 
Boys  whofe  Heads  arc  full  of  Flay,  ire 
loath  to  go  to  their  Books.    Doth  not 
your   Practice  in  this  fpeak,  with  thefe 
wicked  Men,  Job  mti.  14.  Depart  from 
us,  «  dtjke  mt  the  Knowledge  of  the 
jUm&btj.    Bow    cooikaiwd  *f*  all 
It:  yaw 
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your  Thoughts  of  Religion  ?  They  are 
entertained  as  thefe  whom  you  would  not 
defire  to  come  again.  But  how  uncon* 
ftrained,how  free  are  all  other  Thoughts? 
Our  Minds  can  rove  whole  Days  about 
Vanity,  about  Fancies,  Dreams,  No* 
things  ;  but  you  neither  like  to  admit  nor 
retain  the  Knowledge  of  God  in  your 
Mind;  Rom.  i.  28,  Do  you  not  entertain 
any  fcrtous  weighty  Thoughts  of  Regi- 
on, that  by  occafion  may  enter,  as  Fire- 
brands,as  hot  Coals  in  your  Bofom  ?  How 
glad  are  you  to  get  any  Oivertion  to  o- 
eher  Things?  How  willing  to  Ihuuthexn, 
or  cart  them  out  ?  But  if  it  be  my  tempo- 
ral Thing,  any  Thing  relating  to  this 
Flefli,  your  Thoughts  come  freely  off, 
are  fteady  and  fiaed,  as  long  as  you  pieafe ; 
your  Minds  can  travel  through  all  the 
Ends  of  the  Earth,  to  bring  in  fame- Fan* 
cy  of  Gain  or  Advantage,  or  to  ileal  by 
precioui  Time,  and  that  without  weary- 
int.  ^ow  ail  theJ"e  Things  confidered. 
my  Beloved,  are  you  not  carnall  Ifpeak 
to  the  meft  of  you,  are  you  not  theie 
who  are  born  of  the  Flefh,  fince  you  mind 
nothing  feriotifly,  refoluteiy,  conftantly 
and  willingly,  but  the  Things  of  the  FIcfh, 
and  the  Things  of  this  Life  ?  0  J  it  is  no 
liieht  Mttter  to  be  born  of  the  Flem ;  if 
you  continue  fot  you  axe  ordained  for 
Corruption,  for  Death  ;  to  be  carnally 
minded  ir  Death*  ver,  6;  of  this  Chap, 

But.  I  am  perfwaded  better  Things  of 
fomeofyou,  that  the  true  Light  of  God 
Hi th  mined  into  your  Hearts,  and  reveal- 
ed mart  eicellent  Things  unto  you,  than 
theft  periling  Hefbly  Things,  viz.  heaven- 
ly, fubftanria]  and  eternal  Things  in  the 
Gofpel,  which  yoit  account  only  worthy  of 
the  fined  and  continued  Meditation  of  your 
Spirits.  I  am  fore,  you  perceive  another 
Beauty  and  Excellency  kj  thefe  Things 
than  the  World  doth,  becauie  ih<  Spirit 
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hath  revealed  them  unto  you.     It  is  true, 
that  your  Minds  are  yet  much  darkned  in 
the  Apprehenlionoffpiritual  Things,  they 
are  not  So  willing  to  receive  them,  nor  fo 
ready  to  retain  them  as  y  ou  deiire,  they 
are  very  unfettled  and  unrtudy  in  the  Me- 
ditations of  fpi  ritual  Things,  and  there  are 
innumerable  Thoughts  or  other  Things 
that  pafs  through  your  Hearts,  like  com* 
mon  lnnsm  uncontrolled  at  their  Fleafure  ; 
all  this   is  true,  but  I  am  fure  it  is  the 
Grief ofyour  Souls,  that  your  Hearts  are 
not  fo  fi*ed   and  effcablifhed,  as  the  Ex- 
cellency of  thefe  fpirimal  Things  require, 
I  know  it  will  be  the  Aim  and  real   En* 
deavour  of  any  fpiritual  Hean,  to  be  ihut* 
ting  up  all  the  Entries  and  Doors  of  the 
Mind,  thata«*i**  $*bougbts  enter  not;  yet 
enter  they  will,  there  are  fo  many  Porches 
to  enter  in  at,  and  our  narrow  Spirits  can- 
not watch  at  all »  every  Seafe  will  let  in 
Objefts,  and  Imagination  itfelf  wiJJ  be  ac- 
tive  in  framing   them,    and    prefeming 
them  1  But  yet  the  Endeavour  of  a  Chri- 
stian will  be,  not  to  let  them  lodge  long 
within,  Jert  iv,  14.  If  they  come  in  un- 
awar*s,he  will  labour  to  make  aDiverfioa 
to  a   better  purpofe,  and  fo  ftillit  holds 
good,  that  the  Current  and  Courfe  of  2 
Christian  s  Thoughts  and  Cogitations  are 
upon  the  tfbingr  of  the  Spirit*  how  to  <* 
get  his  own  Heart  wafted  and  deanfed. 
how  to  be  more  holy  and  conformed  to 
Chrift,  how  to  be  at  Peace  with  God,  and 
keep  that  Peace  unbroken;  how  to  walk  in 
Obedience  to  God,  and  in  Duty  towards 
Men,  how  to  forfake  bimlelf,  and  withal 
to  deny  himfelJf  in  all  thefe  ;  I  fay,  his 
moftferious  and  JbJemn  Thoughts  are  a* 
bout  tbele  Things,  his  reiolved  and  advif 
ed  Thoughts   run  moft  on   this  Strain, 
the*  it  be  true,  that  whether  he  will  or 
not,  other  vain  and  impertinent,  or  not  lb 
concerning  Thoughts,  will    oafs   more 
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lightly,  and  too  frequently  through  his 
Heart. 

The  other  Thing  in  whkbthis  ipiriru- 
2 1  Life  doth  appear,  is  the  Current  of  the 
"Affections,  or  that  Relifh  and  Tafte  of 
the  Sweetnefs  of  the  Things  of  the  Spirit, 
flowing  from  the  Apprehenuon  of  them 
in  the  Mind,  When  the  Light  is  dilco- 
vered  indeed,  (  and  0  !  it  is  a  pie  iant 
Thing  for  the  Eye  to  behold  it,  as  Solo- 
mon fpeaks)  then  the  Spirit  hath  found  an 
Objeft  fuiuhle  to  its  Nature,  and  fc  it 
relilheth  and  deligbteih  in  it :  Therefore 
'  the  Word  is  not  dm$k  mi  tiding  t  or  think- 
ing, hmjavauriflgt  thinking  with  Affecti- 
on upon  them,  tailing  ancflteedlng  upon 
the  Knowledge  of  them;  it  is  a  minding 

*  of  them  with  Care  and  Delight,  with  Ear* 
nerlnefs,  $&&vt  O  Tafie  andjee  how  good 
the  Lord  is,  Ffah  xjuiy,  8*  Some 
Things  cannot  be  indeed  known  tfit  by 
fcme  Senfe,  you  cannot  make  a  blind  mft 
apprehend  what  Light' is,  till  he  fee  it,  a 
<ieaf  Man  cannot  form  a  Notion  of  Sounds 

**'in  his  Mind,  except  he  once  heard  them. 

v  neither4  can  a  Man  underfbnd  the  Sweet- 
nefs  of  Honey,  but  by  taftingit.  Truly 
fpirifual  Things  are  of  that  Nature,  there 

*  is  feme  hidden  Venue  and  Excellency  in 
them*  which  is  not  obvious  to  every  Man 
thai  hath  the  bare  Knowledge  of  the  Letter, 

*  there  is  a  Spirit  and  Lite  in  them,  that  can- 
not be  tianfmlttedinto  your  Ears  with  the 
Sound  of  Words,  or  infufed  into  Ink  and 
Paper  ;  'tis  only  iht  Iff piratfon  of  the  al- 
mighty cm  infpire  this  fenlible  Perception, 
tod  real  Tafte  of  fpintuaj  Things  ;  fame 

'  Powders  do  not  fwell  till  they  be  beaten  ^ 
v  truly  till  theft  Truths  be  well  powdered 
and  beaien  fmall  by  Meditation,  they  can- 
mot  frnell  fo  fragrantly  to  the  Sptm  :  As 
.*  Meats  do  cot  nouriUs  till  ihey  be  chewed 
and  digefted,  fo  fpiritual  Things  do  not 
.rdi.h  to  a  Soul,  nor  can  they  truly  feed 
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the  Soul,  till  they  be  chewed  and  diges- 
ted into  the  Heart,  by  ferious  and  earneft 
Consideration  ; '  this  is  that  which  makes 
thefe  fame  Truths  10  be  fomeway  not  the 
fame  v  thefe  very  Principles  of  Religion 
received  and  confefled  by  all,  to  be  lively 
in  one,  and  dead  in  another.  It  is  the  l\%* 
ing  Consideration  of  living  Tnuh,  *.k* 
Application  of  Ttoth  to  the  Heart,  that 
nukes  it  lively  in  one  \  whereas  otheis 
keep  it  only  betide  them  in  a  Corner  of 
their  Minds,  or  in  a  Book,  in  the  Corner 
of  the  Houfe  ;  the  fame  Meat  is  laid  to 
you  all,  themoft  Fart  look  on  ir,  others 
contemplate  it,  *nd  exercife  only  their  Un* 
derftandingi  about  it,  but  there  are  (brae 
who  talle  it,  and  find  Sweetnels  in  it* 
who  djgert  it  by  Meditation  and  Solemn  A- 
vocation  of  their  Hearts  from  the  Things 
of  the  World;  and  therefore  fome  are  fed, 
fome   are  Hatred. 

Need  we  to  enlarge  much  upon  this 
Subject?  Is  it  not  too  too  palpable  that 
many  who  fit!  up  our  Churches,  are  in  the 
Fleih,  becaufe  they  do  mtnd  and  favour 
only  the  Things  of  the  Flefh,  and  not  of 
the  Spirit? .  Will  you  ferioufly  fearch 
your  Hearts,  ask  what  relimes  mort  with 
them  ?  Can  you  fay,  that  it  is  the  King* 
dom  of God ,  or  the  Rigbteoitfnefr  there- 
of* Or,  is  not  rather  thefe  other  Thing* 
of  Food  and  Raiment  and  fuch  like,  that 
have  no  Extent  beyond  this  narrow  Span 
of  Time?  I  am  perfuaded  the  Hearts  of 
many  tafte  no  Sweetnefs  in  Religion, 
etfe  they  would  fis  more  upon  it,  and  pur- 
fueit  moreearneftly.  Arc  not  the  Things 
of  another  World,  the  great  Thing*  of 
the  Gofpel,  counted  all  grange  tfbingi, 
Hof.  viii,  iji,  as  Things  that  you  have 
not  much  to  do  with?  Do  you  not  lee 
the  Officers  of  Jefas  Chrift,  all  the  Jweet 
Invitations  of  the  Gofpel,  pafs  by,  as 
Strainers,  and  as  if  ye  were  unconcerned 
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in  them?  What  Tafie  have  they  more 
than  the  White  of  an  Egg?  How  unfa- 
Toury  a  Ditcourfe  or  Thought  to  a  carnal 
Heart  is  it,  to  fpeak  of  fubdmng  the  Lulls 
of  the  Flefh,  of  dying  10  the  World,  of 
the  World  10  come?  Who  find  their 
Hearts  inwardly  ftirred,  upon  the  Pro- 
pofal  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  But  if  any  matter 
of  petty  Gain  were  profiered,  O !  how 
would  Men  hften  with  both  their  Ears? 
How  beautiful  in  the  Eyes  of  the  covetous 
iMind  is  any  Gain  and  Advantage  ?  The 
Sound  of  Money  is  fweeter  to  him  than 
this  bletfed  Sound  of  Peace  and  Salvation: 
How  fweet  is  Pleafure  to  the  volupruoos  ? 
What  Suitablenelsand  Conveniency  is  ap- 
prehended in  thefe  perjfhing  Things?  But 
how  little  Moment  or  Weight  is  conceiv- 
ed and  believed  to  be  in  Things  eternal  ? 
O  bow  fubftantial  do  Things  vifiblefeem 
to  Men,  and  how  trifling  do  other  TWngi 
invisible  appear  ?  Bit  for  you  whole 
Eyes  are  opened,  rojw*  Cbrifi  i/fircch 
WJ,  to  you  the  Things  of  the  Spirit  are 
t*autiful,  and  all  your  Grief  is,  that  you 
cannot  afteft  mem  according  to  their 
Worth,  or  lore  them  according  to  their 
Beauty.  I  fay,  feme  there  are,  who  do 
fee  a  Suhibnce  and  Suhfijlance  ttnfy  in 


Things  mt  feent  Heb,  «\  i.  And  for 
Things  that  are  feen  and  viiible  in  this 
World,  they  do  account  them  Shadows 
onfy  in  Companion  of  Things  invjfibie. 
TheWorld  apprehends  no  Realm?*,  but  in 
what  ihey  fee  ;  but  a  Chrifttan  apprehends 
no  (olid  Reality  in  that  he  lees,  but  only 
in  that  he  fees  not ;  and  therefore,  as  in 
his  Judgment  he  looks  upon  the  one  as  a 
Shadow,  the  other  as  a  Subflance  ;  fa  he 
labours  to  proportion  arid  conform  his 
Affection  to  a  fuitabie  Intcrtauiment  of 
them,  to  give  aShadow  or  Show  of  Af- 
fecYion  to  the  Things  of  this  Life,  but  the 
Marrow  andSu:>ftarjccof  his  Heart  is  to 
the  Things  invilible  of  another  Life : 
Thus  the  Apotfle,  i  Cor.  vii.  ngt  Qfr. 
Rejoycim*  as  if  we  rejnyced  mtjnioy* 
.  inSt  as  if  we  pojfcjftd  mrt  ujing,  as  if 
\we jifed  mtt  baJf  Ads  for  halt  Objects,  if 
Mre  give  our  whole  Spirits,  the  Strength  of 
our  Souls  and  Minds  to  them,  we  are  as 
rbolifh  as  he  that  tfrikes  with  all  his 
Strength  at  the  Air,  or  a  Feather  ;  there 
is  no  Solidity  or  Reality  in  thefe  Th  ngs, 
able  to  bottom  much  EAimaiion  or  Af- 
fection ;  only  mind  them,  and  ufe  them 
as  in  the  by,  as  in  palling  through  towards 
your  Country. 


SERMON  XVIII. 

p 

yerfe  f,  &  Far  they  that  are  after  the  Flefh*  do  mind*  Sccl 
For  ta  be  carnally  minded*  is  Death:  But  to  be  Spiritu- 
ally minded*  is  Life  and  Peace* 

THERE    are  many  Difference  s  a-  I  and  indeed  they  artfo  eagerly  pur(u«fc 
mong  Men  in  this  World,  thai,  as  to  I  and  ferioufly  minded  by  Men,  as  if  they 
outward  Appearance,  are  great  and  wide  *  |  wert  j;rtat  and  momeotfcu*,    *ou  fee 

what 
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what  a  Strife  and  Contention  there  is  a- 
mong  Men,  how  to  be  extracted  out  of 
the  Dregs  of  the  Multitude,  and  fet  a  little 
higher  in  Dignity  and  Degree  than  they ; 
how  do  Men  affe<ft   to  be  honourable  a- 
bove  the  bafe  >    How  do    they   feek  to 
be  Rich,   aad  hate  Poverty  ?     Thefe  Dif* 
ferences  of  Foor  and   Rich,  High  and 
Low,   Noble  and  Ignoble,    Learned  and 
Unlearned,    the  Thoughts  of  Men    are 
wholly  taken  up  with :  But  there  is  one 
great  Difference,  that  is  moft  in  God's 
-Eye,  and  is  both  fubftantial  and  eternal  1 
andfo  infinitely  furpafleth  all  thefe  Differ- 
ence s  that  the  Minds  of  Men  moil  run  out 
upon  i  and  it  is  here,,  the  great  Difference 
between  F7ejh  and  Spirit,  and  them  thai 
are   after  the  Flefb,  and  them  that  are 
after  the   Spirit .    This  U  of  all  other 
moft  confiderable,    becaufe  widell,    and 
durablcfi.  I  fay,  it  is  thewideft  of  all,  for 
all  others  put  no  great  Difference  between 
Men,  as  Men,;  they  do  reach  the  peculiar 
Excellency  of  a  Man,  that  it,  the  true  and 
proper  and  good,  of  his  ipiritual  and  im- 
mortal Part  i  they  are  fuch  as  befalls  a- 
like   to  good  and  had,  and  fo  cannot  have 
either  much  good,  or  much  evil  in  them. 
.  /  bavefeen  Foth  Jet  in  great  Dignity, 
and  prince j  walking  on  Foot,  EecL  x. 
6,  7.  Then  certainly,  fuch  Titles  of  Ho- 
nour and  Dignity,  fuch  Places  of  Eminen* 
cy,    erected  above  the  Multitude,    have 
little  or  nothing  worth  the  Spirit  of  a  Man 
in  them,  feeing  a  Fool,  a  wicked  Man,  is 
au  capable*  or  ihejn,  as  s  wife  Man  or  a 
princely  Spirit;  and  fo  of  all  others,  they 
do  not  elevate  a  Man,  as  a  Man,  above  o- 
thers.     A  poor,    unlearned,  mean  Man 
may  have  m*  k  real  Excellency   in  him, 
than    a  rich,  lea  riled,  and  great    Ferfon. 
But  this  draws  a  fubftamial  and  vail  Dif- 
ference indeed,  fuch  as  is  between  Ftejb 
and  Spirit,  fuh  as  is  between  Men  and 
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Beafts.  You  know  wfcat  Preberoinency 
a  Man  hath  over  a  Bea0 ;  there  is  no  fuch 
wide  Distance  among  the  Sons  of  Men, 
as  betweeji  the  loweft  and  meaneft  Man 
and  the  chiefeft  Beaft  ;  There  is  a  Spirit 
in  Man*  faith  Elibui  Job*  xxxii.  8,  an 
immortal,  eternal  Subftance,  of  a  far 
higher  Nature  and  Comprehend  on.  You 
know  what  Excellency  is  in  the  Spirk  be- 
yond the  Fiefti,  fuch  as  is  in  Heaven  be- 
yond the  Earth,  for  the  one  is  breathed 
from  Heaven,  and  the  other  is  taken  out 
of  the  Duftoftbe  Eartb  ;  theoneiscor* 
ruptible,  yea  Corruption  it  ielf,  the  other 
incorruptible.  How  fwifi  and  nimble  are 
the  Motions  of  the  Spirit,  from  the  one 
End  of  Heaven  to  the  other  ?  How  can 
it  compafs  the  Earth  in  a  Moment  ?  Do 
but  look  and'  fee  what  a  huge  Diffe- 
rence is  between  a  beautiful  living  Body, 
and  the  fame  when  *tis  a  dead  Carcaie,  rot* 
ten  and  corrupted  ?  It  is  the  Spirit  dwel- 
ling within,  that  makes  the  Odds,  that 
makes  it  a&ive,  beautiful  and  come* 
ly  ;  but  in  the  Removal  of  the  Spi* 
xiu  it  becometh  ^a  Piece  of  the  moit 
defiled  and  loathfome  Dull  in  the 
World, 

Now,  I  lay,  fuch  a  vaft  and  wide  Dif- 
ference there  is  between  a  true  Christian 
and  a  natural  Man,  even  taking  him  in 
with  all  his  common  Lidowments  and  Ex- 
cellencies; the  one  is  a  Man,  the  other  si 
Beaft,  the  one  is  after  the  F!ejb,  the  other 
after  the  Spirit.  It  is  the  ordinary 
Compellation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Man 
being  in  Honour,  and  under  Handing 
nott  is  like  the  Jfeajts  tbatperijb,  PfaL 
xlix.  20*  and  PfaL  rciv,  9.  Under* 
fiandye  brutijb  among  the  People,  &c 
and  PfaL  xcii.  4,  Tie  bruttjb  Alan  an- 
derjfand/mt  this;  And  EccL  nh  ij* 
*fbat  they  tbemfehe/jnay  know  that  tbty 
are   but  £eaj!&    Therefore  you  find 

thr 
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the  Lord  often   turning  to  Beafts,  to  in- 
fenhble  Creatures,  thereby  to  reprove  the 
Folly  and    Madnefs  of  Men,  If  a,   t.  a- 
and  Jert  viii,  7.     Mm  hath  two  Farts 
,.  in  him,  by  which  he  hath  Affinity  to  the 
two  moll  dirhnt  Natures,  he  Hands  in  the 
Middle    between  Angels  and  Hearts ;  in 
his  Spirit  lie  nfetb    up  to    an    angeikfe 
Dignity,  and  in  his  Bodr  he  falls  down 
to  a  brutim  Condition.     Now,  which   of 
thefe  hath  the  Prehcminency,  that  he  is? 
If  the  Spirir  be  indeed  elevated  above  all 
fenfual  ajid  earthly  Things,  to  the  Life  of 
■    Angels,  that  is,  to  Communion  with  God, 
then  a  Man  is  one  after  the  Spirit,  an 
Angel  incarnate,    an  Angel  dwelling   in 
Fleih  ;  but  if  his  Spirit  throw  it  le  If  down 
to  the  Service  of  the  Flelh,  minding  and 
favouring  only  Tilings  fenfual  and  vitible, 
then  indeed  a  Man  puts  off  Humanity,  a  ck! 
hath  aflbciated  himfelf  to  Beafts,  to  be  as 
one  of  them.     And  indeed,  a  Man  made 
thus   like  a  Beart,  is  worfe  than  a  Beaft, 
becaufe  he  ought  be  far  better.    It  is  no 
Difparagement  to  a  Beaft  to  mind  only 
the   Pleih,    but    it  is  the  greateft  Abaii- 
mem  of  a  Man,  that  which  draws  him 
down  from  thai  higher  Station  God  had 
fet   htm  into,  to   the  loweft  Station,  chic 
of  Beails ;  and  truly  a  Nebuchadnezzar 
among  Eeafls,  is  thegreJteit  Beaft  of  all, 
far  more  brutifb  than  any  Beaft.     Now 
fuch  is   every    Man    by    Nature,    fhat 
mobkb  is  born  of  the  Ftejb.  is  Ftejh  1 
even  Man,  as  he  comes  out  of  the  Womb, 
is    degenerated,    and  fallen  down    into 
this  bumlh  Fftate,   10   mind,  to  favour, 
to  reKih     nothing,  but   what    relates  to 
this   rlefhly    or    temporal  Being,     The 
utmoft  Sphere,    and  Comprehension    of 
Man,  is  now  of  no  larger  Extent  than  this 
Tiftble  World,  and  this  prefent  Life  :  He 
|/  blind,  and  feetb  not  far  ojffl  2  Pet. 
j.  9.     Truly,  fuch  is  every  Man  by  Na- 


ture;   whereas  the  proper  native  Sphere 
of  the  Spirits  Motion  and   Comperehen* 
(ion,  is  as  large,  as  its  Endurance,  thatii, 
as  long  as  Eternity,  and  as  broad  as  to 
reach  the'  Inrintteuefs  of  God,  the  God  of 
all  Spirits,  Now,  through  the  Slavery  and 
Bondage  of  Me  ns  Spirits  to  their   Flem, 
us'cont  rafted  into  as  narrow  Bounds,  as 
this  poor  Life  in  the  Fleto  ;  he  thjt  ought 
to  look  beyond  Time,  as  far  as  Eternity* 
and  hath  an  immortal  Spirit  given  for  tint 
End,  he  is  now  half  blind ;  the  Eye  of 
the  Mind  is  fa  over -clouded  with  Lufts 
and  Pillions,  that  it  cannot  fee  far  off,  not 
fo   far  as  to  the  Morrow    after  Death, 
not  fo  far  as  to  the  Entry  of  Eternity, 
And  truly,  if  you  compare   the  Context, 
you  will  find,  that    whofoever  doth  not 
give  ail  Diligence  lo  add  to  Faiib*  Per* 
toe,  to  Fertile  t  Knowledge,  to  Know* 
fedge^emperance,  to  temperance,  Pa* 
rience*  and  to  Patience \G*Mnef*t  &e. 
He  that  is  not  exercifed  and  imployed  a-. 
bO'iE  this  Study,  how  to  adorn  his  Spirit 
with  thefe  Graces,  h»w  to  have  a  Victory 
over  himfelf  and  the  World,  and    in  re* 
fpecT:  of  thefe,  accounts    all  Things,  be- 
lide,  indifferent,  luch  a  Man  1/  WW,  and 
feetb  not  far  off\  he  hah  not  gottec  the 
Sight  of  Eternity,  he   hath  not  taken  up 
that  everlafting  Endurance,  elfe  he  could 
not  fpend  his  Time  upon  Provifimn  for 
the  Lulls  of  the  FleftX  but  he  behoved  to 
tag  fuch  a  good  Foundation  for    tbe 
Time  to  eomey  as  is  here  mentioned :  If 
he  law    afar  off",  he   could  not  but  makt 
Acquaintance  with  thofe  Courtiers  of  Hea- 
ven, which  will  minifter  an  Entrance  in- 
to that  everlafting  Kingdom,     But  truly, 
while  this  it  not  your  Study,  you  have  no 
Purpofe  for  Heaven,  you  fee  nothmj;  but 
what  is  juft  before  your  Eye,  and  almoft 
toucheth  it ;  and  Jb  you  favour  and  mind 
only  what  you  fee. 

Is 
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Is  not  this  then  a  wide  Difference  be- 
tween the  Children  of  (his  World,  and  the 
Children  of  God  ?  Is  it  not  very  fubftantl- 
al  ?  All  others  are  circumftantiaiin  refpeel: 
of  this,  this  only  puts  a  real  Difference 
in  that  which  is  beft  in  Men,  viz,  their 
Spirits.  The  Excellency  of  Nature  is 
known  by  their  Affections  and  Motions ;  to 
are  thefe  here,  the  Jf ritual  Man  favours 
Jpirital  Things  9  the  carnal  Man  car- 
nal Things  \  every  thing  fympathizes  with 
that -which  is  like  itfejfp  and  is  ready  to 
incorporate  into  it :  Tilings  are  nourifhed 
and  preferved  by  Things  tike  themfelves. 
You  fee  the  Swine  embraces  the  Dung- 
hill, that  Stink  is  only  a  favoury  Smell  to 
them,  becaufe 'tis fuit able  to  their  Nature: 
But  a  Man  hath  a  more  excellent  Tafte 
and  Smell,  and  he  favours  finer  and  Tweet- 
er  Things ;  Truly  it  cannot  choofep  but 
that  it  muft  be  a  Nature  more  fwinifti,  or 
brutilh  than  a  Swine,  that  can  relith  and 
favour  fuch  filthy  abominable  Works  of 
the  Flefti,  as  abound  amongft  fomeof  you. 
The  Works  of  the  Ftejb  are  manijeft* 
Gal.  v.  19.  And  indeed  they  are  manifelt 
upon  you,  acted  in  the  very  Day-titfie, 
out-facing  the  very  Light  of  the  GofpeJ , 
you  may  read  them,  aid  fee  if  they  be 
not  too  manifeft  in  you.  Now,  what  a 
bafe  Nature,  what  abominable  and  brutifh 
Spirits  muft  poflefs  Men,  that  they  ap- 
prehend a  Sweetneft  and  Fragrancy  in  theie 
irrupt  and  flicking  Works  of  the  old 
Man?  O  how  bafe  a  Scent  is  it,  to 
finell  and  favour  nothing  but  thisprefent 
World,  and  Satisfaction  to  your  Senfes? 
Truly  your  Scent  and  Smell,  your  Reliih 
and  Tafte,  argues  your  btfe  degenerate  and 
brutilh  Natures,  that  you  are  ra  the 
worfe  Side  of  this  Diyifion,  afhr  the 
Flejb.  But  alas,  it  is  not  pofible  to  per- 
fuade  you  that  there  is  no  Sweetnefs,  no 
Fragrancy,  nothing  but  Corruption  and 


I  Rotteanefi,  luch  as  comes  out  of  Sepul* 
j  chres  opened,  in  all  thefe  Works  of  the 
Flefh,  till  once  a  new  Spirit  be  put  in  you, 
and  your  Natures  changed ;  no  more  than 
you  can  by"  Eloquence  perfuade  a  fick 
Man,  whole  Paliate  is  poflefled  with  a 
vitiated  biaer  Humour,  that  fuch  Things 
as  are  fuitable  to  his  vitiated  Taile,  are 
indeed  bitter  ;  or  make  a  Swine  to  believe 
that  the  Dung-hilt  is  {linking  and  unplea- 
fant.  Truly  it  is  as  impoffibJe  to  nuke 
the  Multitude  of  Men  to  apprehend,  to 
relim  or  favour  any  Bitternefs  or  Loath* 
fbmnefs  in  the  Ways  and  Courfes  they 
follow,  or  any  Sweet nefs  and  Fragrancy 
i(\  the  Ways  of  Godlinefs,  till  once  your 
Taftes  be  rectified,  your  Spirits  be  tranP 
formed  and  renewed. 

And  indeed,  when  once  the  Spirit  it 
renewed,  and  difpo(Te0ed  of  that  malig- 
nant Humour  of  Corruption,  and  flefhty 
/Ufeftion,  that  did  prefent  all  Thiny, 
contrary  to  what  they  are,  then  it  is  like 
a  healthful  and  wholfcme  Fallat,  that 
tafles  all  Things  as  they  are,  and  finds 
birter  bitter,  and  fweet  fweet ;  or  lite  a 
found  Eyi,  that  beholds  Things  juft  as 
they  are,  both  in  Colour*  Quantity,  and 
Diftance :  Then  the  Soul  favours  the 
Tweet  Smell  of  the  Fiuits  of  ihe  Spirit. 
Perfc  22.  Lave*  Joy,  Peace,  Z*onp 
iuffering^Meeknefs,  Temperance,  &c, 
Theie  are  fragrant  and  iweet  to  the  Sou), 
and  as  a  fweet  Perfume,  both  to  the  Per- 
fon  that  hath  them,  and  to  others  round 
about  him,  and  to  God  alfb  ;  ibefe  caft  a 
Savour,  that  allures  a  Soul  to  feek  them, 
and  being  poflefled  of  than,  they  cart  a 
fweet  SmelJ  abroad  to  all  that  are  round 
about,  and  even  as  high  as  Heaven ;  a 
Soul  that  hath  thefe>  planted  in  it,  and 
growing  out  of  it,  is  as  *  Garden  in? 
c/qfed  to  GcxL  Thefe  Fruits  are  both 
p L jfjni  and  fweet  to  the  Soul  that  eats 
&  k  tbeob 
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them,  and  as  the  Pleafantnefs  of  the  Apple 
allured  Man  to  tafte  it,  and  Sin,  fo  the  Beau* 
ty  and  Sweetnefs  of  thefe  Fruits  of  the 
Spirit,  draws  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  after 
ihem  \  he  hath  ibund  the  Savour,  and  feen 
the  Beamy,  and  this  allures  him  to  tafte 
them,  and  then  he  invites  the  well-be  loved 
to  come  and   tafte    alfc*>  to  eai  of  thefe 
Fruits  with  him.     We  might inftance  this 
in  many  Things,  a  Christian  relilties  more 
Sweetnefs  in   Temperance,    in    beating 
down  his  Body,  and  bringing  it  into  Sub- 
jection, in  abftaining  from  tietoly  Lufts, 
than  a  carnal  Man  taftes  in  the  moft  ei- 
quiftte  Pieafures   that  the  World  can  af- 
ford.    A  Chriftian  he  favours  a  Sweet* 
nefs  in  Meefcnefs  and   Long-fuffermg,  he 
hath  more  Delight  in  forgiving,  and  for- 
bearing, and  praying  for  them  that  wrong 
htm,  than  a  natural  Man  hath  in   theac- 
tomp  liming  of  the  moft  greedy  Dellres  of 
Revenge.  0  what  Beauty  hath  Gent lenefs, 
Cdodnefs  and  Patience,  in  his  Eye  ?  What 
Sweetnefs  is  in  the  Love  of  God  to  his 
Tafte?     How  raviihing  is  the  Joy  of  the 
Holy    Ghoft?     How     contenting    thai 
tfcace  that  pafleth  Under  landing  ?  Thefe 
are  Things  of  the  Spirit,  that  he  minds 
and  favours,    Know,  Cbriftians,  that  it 
is  to  this  ye  are  called,    to*  mind  thele 
Things  moft,  and  to  leek  them  moft  * 
beware  left  the  Deceitfulnefs  of  Sin  in- 
tice  you,  through  the  treacherous  and  de- 
ceitful Lufts  that  are  yet  living  in  your 
Members.     If  you  indeed    mind  -thefe 
Things,  and  out  of  the   Appprehenfton 
of  the  Beiuty  and  Savour  of  the  Sweet- 
nefs, and  Smell  of  the  Fragfanty  of  them, 
would  be  content  to  quite  all  your  cor* 
rupt    Lufts;   for   to    be    pofiefled  with 
them,  then  you  are  on  that  bldTed  and 
happy  Side  of  this  great  and  fundament- 
al Divifion  of  Men ;  you  have  indeed 
the  Privilege  of  all  others    who  are  not 
renewed  i  whatever  be  your  Condition  in 


the  World,  you  are  of  the  Spirit ;  anr 
this  is  better  than  to  be  rich,  wife,  great 
and  honourable ;  God  hath  not  given 
you  fuch  Things  as  the  World  go  mad 
after ;  but  envy  them  not,  he  hath  given 
you  better  Things,  more  real  and  (ubftan- 
tial  Things,  that  makes  you  far  better  and 
more  ex  client. 

"  Bur  then,  this  Difference,  as  it  is  the 
wideft,  fo  it  is  the  durableft  ;  as  it  is  fub- 
ftantiai  here,  fo  it  is  perpetual  hereafter. 
When  all  the  other  Differences  between 
Men  mall  be  abolilhed,  this  alone  mail 
remain ;  and  therefore  you  have  it  in  the 
next  Verfe,  Jo  be  carnally  minded  is 
Daub*  but  to  be  jpiritually  minded  is 
Life  and  Peace.  This  Divifion  that  is 
begun  here*  ma-1  grow  wider  for  all  Eter- 
nity *,  there  mail  be  a  greater  Difference 
after  this  Life,  and  a  more  fenfible  Sepa- 
ration: Death  and  Life,  eternal  Death 
and  eternal  Life,  are  the  twu  Sides  of  this 
Difference,  as  it  mall  monly  be  flared. 
When  all  other  Degrees  and  Diftances  of 
Men  thai!  be  blotted  out  and  buried  in 
eternal  Oblivion,  there  thai  J  no  Veftige 
or  Mark  remain,  of  either  Wilabm,  or 
Kiches,  or  honour,  or  fuch  like,  but  all 
Mankind  mall  be,  j»s  to  thefe  outward 
Thin gs,!evel led  and  equalled;  this  one  un- 
feen  andneglected  Difference  in  the  World, 
mall  appear  and  mine,  in  thai  Day  when 
the  Lord  maketb  up  hit  Jewels ;  then 
be  will  difcern  between  the  Jtighteouf 
and  the  IFicked*  between  bim  that  fear- 
etb  Godt  and  bim  that  fearetb  bim  not, 
MaU  iii.  ift*  The  carnal  and  fpiritual 
Man  have  oppofite  Atfeftions  and  Mo- 
tions ;  the  Spirit  of  the  one  is  on  a  Jour- 
ney or  Walk  upward,  after  the  Spirit* 
and  the  Spirit  of  the  oiher  is  on  a  Walk 
downward,  towards  the  Flejb  \  and  the 
further  they  go,  the  further  diftant  they 
are:  The  one  mail  be  taken  up  to  the 
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Company  of  the  Spirits  ofjuft  Men  made 
perfect,  and  to  the  Fellowship  of  Angels, 
the  other  fhaii  be  thrown  down  into  the 
Fellowthip  and  Society  of  Devils  :  And 
truly  it  is  no  Wonder  it  fall  fo  low,  for 
ali  its  Motions  in  the  Body  was  down* 
ward,  to  the  fulfilling  0}  the  Lufti  of 'the 
Uefb.  Thus  you  fee  the  Difference  will 
grow  wider  and  more  fenfible  than  it  is 
•  yet  between  the  godly  and  ungodly  \  in 
this  World  it-doth  not  fo  evidently  appear, 
as  it  will  do  afterward.  As  two  Men, 
that  leave  one  another,  and  have  their 
Faces  on  confra^y  Airts,  at  the  Begin- 
ning the  Diftance  and  Differencei!  not  fo 
great,  and  fo  fenfible  \  but  wait  a  little,  and 
the  further  they  go,  the  further  they  are 
diilam,  and  the  wider  their  Separation  is, 
Even  fo,  when   a   Chriftian    begins  to 


break  off  his  Way,  from  the  common 
Courfe  of  the  World,  it  doth  not  appear 
to  be  fo  different  from  it,  as  to  convince 
himfejf  and  others  ,  butifhis  Face  be  to- 
wards j€tufaiem  above,  and  his  Heart 
thitherward,  certainly  he  will  be  daily 
moving  further  from  the  World,  till  the 
Diilance  be  fenfible  both  to  himfelf  and 
others ;  he  will  be  more  and  more  tran£ 
formed  and  renewed,  till  at  Length  all  be 
changed.  No  Wonder  then,  that  thefe 
two  cannot  meet  together  in  the  End  of 
their  Courfe,  whofe  Courfe  was  fo  op* 
pofite  \  Though  wicked  Men  will  defire 
to  die  the  Death  of  the  Righteous,  yet 
it  Is  no  more  pofltble  they  can  meet  in  the 
End,  than  Hell  and  Heaven  can  reconcile 
togeiher,  becaufe  they  walk  to  two  con- 
trary Foims. 


S  E  R  MO  N    XIX. 

Verfe  6.  For  to  be  carnally  minded*  is  Death :  But  to  be 
fftritually  minded?  is  Life  and  Peace. 


IT  is  true,  this  Time  is  fbor^and  Jo  foort 
that  fcarce  can  Similitudes  or  Com- 
parifons  be  had  to  (hadow  it  out  unto  us  i 
'tis  a  Dream,  a  Moment,  a  Vapour m  a 
Flood,  a  flower,  and  whatfoever  can  be 
more  fading  or  perilhing ;  and  therefore 
it  is  not  in  itfelf  very  confiderable,  yet 
in  another  refpecl  it  is  of  aU  Thiigs  the 
mod  precious,  and  worthy  of  the  deep- 
eft  Attention  and  moft  ferious  Confider- 
iation ',  and  that  is,  becaufe  it  is  linked 
unto  Eternity  i  there  is  an  todiflolvable 


Knot  between  them,  that  no  Power  or 
Arr  can  break  or  loofe.  The  Beginning 
of  Eternity  is  continually  united  to  the 
End  of  Time ;  and  you  know  all  the  in* 
finite  Extenijon  of  Eternity  is  uniform, 
it  admits  of  no  Change  in  it  from  better 
to  worfe^pr  worfe  to  better  ;  and  tnere- 
fore  the  Beginning  of  our  Eternity, 
whether  it  be  Happinefs  or  Mifery,  is  bur 
one  perpetuated  and  eternixed  Moment, 
fo  to  fpeak.  Seeing  then  we  are  into  ity 
Body,  and  fern  unto  the  World  ior  this 
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End,  that  we  may  pars  through  into  an 
unchangeable  eternal  Bhtt}  jruly,  ©fall 
Things  it  is  moft  concerning  and  weigh- 
ty, wh.it  Way  we  choofe  to  this  Jour- 
ney's End  ;  Seeing  tht  Time  is  fhort,  in 
which  we  have  to  walk,  and  it  is  uncer- 
tain too,  we  ought,  as  ihe  Apoflle  Pete* 
fpeaks,  give  ait  Diligence  ;  as  tong  as 
the  Day  remains,  we  fhcuJd  drive  tht 
harder,  left  thai  eternal  Night  over  take 
us*  The  Shortnefs  and  Uncertainty  or 
Xjme  mould  conflrain  us  to  take  the  pre* 
fent  Opportunity ,  and  not  to  Jet  it  fljp  over 
as  we  do  ;  feeing  it  is  not  at  all  in  our 
Hand,  either  what  is  part,  or  what  is  to 
come,  the  one  cannot  be  recalled,  the  o- 
iher  is  not  m  our  Power,  to  call  and  bring 
forward,  therefore  the  prefent  Moment 
that  God  hath  given  us,  ftiuuld  be  catc  h- 
cd  hold  on,  and  redeemed,  as  theApoitle 
ipeaks,  Efb,  v,  i€.  We  fhoufd  buy  it 
at  the  deareft  Rate  of  Pains  and  Eipen- 
Ces,  from  alt  thofe  vain,  impertinent,  and 
trifling  Diverfions,  that  take  it  up,  that 
we  may  imploy  it  as  it  becomes,  fuitable 
to  Eternity  that  is  porting  on.  And  then, 
is  the  Shormefc  of  it  makes  it  the  more 
jprecious  andconfiderable,  in  regard  of  the 
End  of  it,  Eternity  ;  as  the  Scantinefs  of 
a  Thing  increafes  the  Rate  of  it,  fo  that 
feme  Gonfideration  (Would  make  all  world- 
ly Things,  that  are  confined  either  in  their 
Being,  or  Ufe,  within  it,  to  be  inconftder- 
able,  as  Paul,  i  Cor.  yh,^9,  30,  31. 
thews,  feeing  the  ltime  is  Jhortt  it  re* 
matnetbt  tbat  we  Jbmld  rejoice,  as 
n&t  rejoicing  1  toeep,  as  not  weeping ; 
6uyt  as  if  we  pojfejfed  mt ;  ufe  the 
JFertd,  as  mt  abufing  it  :  Seeing  all  irs 
Wonh  is  to  be  efteemed  from  the  End 
of  it.  Eternity,  never  ending ;  then  cer- 
tainly whatfuever  in  Time  doth  nop  reach 
thai  End,  and  hath  no  Connexion  wirhit, 
we  feould  §iye  it  but  fucb  Entertainment, 


as  a  patting  Bird,  that  is  plta&nt  to  the 
Eye,  «ets  of  a  BehoJder,  while  k  is  in  its 
Right :  The  Shortnefs  of  the  Day  lhouid 
make  us  double  our  Diltgence,  and  put  on 
the  harder  in  our  Walk  or  Race,  that  fo 
we  may  come  in  Time  to  our  Place  of 
Reft  ;  and  that  fame  lhouid  make  the  Pat 
frnger  give  an  overly  andpafling  Look  to 
all  Things  that  are  by  the  Way,  and  which 
tie  mull  of  Neceflity  leave  behind  him. 
Seeing   thefe  Things  then  are  fo  impor- 
tant, lei  m  draw  our  Hearts  together  to 
con  fide  r  what  the  Lord  (peats  to  us  trj 
this  Wgrd,  for  in  11  you  have  two  Ways, 
and  two  Ends,  oppofiie  and  contrary  Ways 
and    Walks,  and  as  contrary  Ends ;  the 
Ways  are,  'walking  after  tie  Flejb,  and 
walking  after  the  Spirit ;  the  Ends  to 
which  they  lead,  are  Death  and  Life. 
We  fpoke  fomething  of  the  Ways,  and  the 
wide  Difference  that  is  between  them, 
what  Excellency  is  in  the  one  beyond  the 
other ;  but  truly  it  is  hard  to  perfuade  you 
to  leave  off  your  atatf turned  Ways  and 
Walks,  becauie  your  inward  Senfe,  and 
the  Inclination  of  your  Hearts  is  wholly 
perverted  and  corruped  by  Nature.     You 
know  the  moving  Faculty  is  fiibordinate  in 
its  Operations  unto  the  knowing,  feeling, 
and   apprehending  Faculties :    The  loco- 
motive Power  is  given  for  a  Subfidiary  and 
Help  to  the   apprehenfive  and  appetitive 
Powers,  becaufe   Things  are  convenient 
and  dilconvenient,  good  or  evil,  to  the 
Nature  of  the  living  Creature,  without 
it  J  and  it  could  not  by  meer  Knowledge, 
or   Defire,  or  Hatred  of  Things," either 
come  into  PodeiTton  of  them,  or  efchew 
them  ;  therefore  God  hath  given  them  a 
Faculty  of  moving  rhemfelves  ro  the  Pro- 
fecution  and  Attainment  of  any  apprehend- 
ed Goo^or  to  the  ffct  e  wing  and  Averfion 
of  any    conceived   Evil,    Thus,  when 
Bcafts  favour  or  find!  that  Food  Which 
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is  fit  for  them,  their  Appetite  ftirs  them  I  andSpirits  be  purged,  and  yourTailebe 
up  to  Motion  after  it,  to  obtain  it.   Now, ;  pure  and  uncorrupted.     It  is  certainly  up* 


1  fay,  if  this  inward  Senfe  be  corrupted, 
then  Things  that  are  definitive   will  be 
conceired  good,  becaufe  they  are  fuitable 
to  that  corrupt  Humour  or  Quality  that 
pofleflei   the    Senfes  ;    and  thus    alt   the 
Motion  and   Walt    will   be  disordered. 
The  Truth  is,  my  Beloved,  our  Spirits 
and  Minds  are  inferred  with  a  poiibiiable 
Humour,  flefolv  Paffions  and  Lulls  are 
predominant  naturally  ;  and,  as  in  (hem 
that  are  in  a  Fever,   their  Organs  being 
diftempered  with  a  bitter  unftvoury  Hu- 
mour, the  pleafameft  Things  feem  unfa- 
voury,  becaufe  not  fuitable   to  thai  pre- 
dominant Humour  ;  even   Jo  it  is  with 
you  by  Natdre.  That  which  puts  all  upon 
Motion  is  out  of  Courfe,  fince  the  firfl 
Diftemper  of  Man  ;    your  Spirits  and 
Minds  are  fleftily  and  carnal,  they  have 
llrong  and  deep  Impreflion  of  all  the  Mifts  j 
that  are  in  the  Body,  and  are  accordingly  | 
ajrefted ;  and  therefore  you  cannot  fitly 
judge  what  is  good  or  evil  for  you,  hot  ac- 
cording to  thefe,  (fa.  v.  30.  You  mutt 
call  evil  good,  and  good  evil,  bitter 
Jweet,  andfuoeet  bitter,  becaufe  you  are 
already  prepoflefled  thus.     And  therefore 
the  Ways  of  the  Flelh,  thofe  Paths  that 
lead  to  Delfruclton,  you  cannor  but  loot 
onjhem  as  pleafam,  becaufe  they  fuit  and 
pleafe  your  corrupted  Senfe  or  Spirit  urtd 
fo  this  difordered  Savour  or  Smell  of  feme 
fragrant  Perfume   in    the  Ways  of  the 
Fjelh,  puts  you  upon  walking  in  thefe 
Ways  ;  and  being  thus  poflifled  and  en- 
gaged, you  cannot  but  flop  your  Ears  to 
all- contrary  Perflations;  you  think  it  a- 
gainft  your  Senfe  and  Reafon,  to  tell  you 
that  thefe  are  loathfome  and  unfavoury, 


on  this  Ground,  that  our  Saviour  puts  fuch 
Char*  fters  upon  the  Way  to  Heaven  and 
Hell,  to   Life  and  Death  ;   the  one   is 
ftrait  and  narrow*  and  few  walk  in  it, 
the  other  broad  and  ea/yt  and  many 
'walk  initr  Mat.  vii.  13,  Certainly,  it  ij 
not  the  Way  in  idelf  limply,  that  admits 
of  fuch  a  Motion,  to  fpeak  properly,  as  the 
Thing  is;  the  Way  to  life,  by  the  guiding 
of  the  Spirit,  is  eafieft,  plained,   fhorte/t 
and  broad  eft  :  It  hath  all  the  Properties 
of  a  good  Way,   none  fo  pleafam   and 
plain  ;  how  fweet  and  pletfent  Sights  alJ 
the  Way/  *Tis  an  Alley  of  Delight  ;  the 
Way  of  his   Commandments  it  wants 
not  Accommodation  in  it  to  refrefh   the 
Traveller  ;  the  moft  delightful  Company 
is  here  ;  rhe  Father  and  the  Son*  who 
fought  no  other  Company  from  *1T  Eter- 
I  nity,  but  were- abundantly  fatisfied   and 
rejoiced  in  one  another :  This  Fellowship 
the  Chriitian  hath  to  folace  himfelf  with, 
and  he  is  admitted  to  be  Partaker  of  that 
Joy*    There  is  nothing  that  doth  disbur- 
den the  Soul  fo  of  Care  and  Anriery,  no- 
thing doth  rid  a  Man  of  fo  many  Perplexi- 
ties and  Troubles  as  this  Way,     But  the 
Way  of  Ski  in  it  felf  is  moft  laborious, 
mo  ft  difficult :  It  hath  infinite  By  ways  that 
it  leads  a  Man  into,  and  he  muft  turn  and 
return,  and  run  in  a  Circle  all  the  Day, 
all  his  Time,  to  fatisfy  the  infinite  LuiU 
and  infatiable  Defires  of  Sin*     O  I  how 
painful  and  laborious  is  it  to  fulfil  the 
Lufhofthe  Flefti?  How  much  Service? 
dothjtimpofe?  How  ferious  Attention? 
What  perplexing  Cares  and  tormenting 
Thoughts?    How    many    Sorrows  and 
Griefs  are  in  every  Step  of  this  Way } 


and  th;:t  -he  other  Ways  of  Wifdom  and    Do  you  not  perceive  what  Drudges  and 
Spirit,  are  Pleafantnefs  and  Peace.    I  fay,   Slaves  Sin  makes  you?  How  much  La*. 
you  cannot  telfcvethis,  till  your  Hearts  bour  you  have  to  faritfy  your  iJtfohAad 
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you  are  always   to  begin,   as  near  that 
which  you  feek  in  the  End  of  your  Years, 
jfe  in  the  Beginning.     How  thorny,  how 
miry  is  the  Way  of  CovetouWfs  ?  Are 
you  not  always  out  of  one  Thorn  into 
another,   and  cut  afunder,    or   pierced  | 
threu&b  <witb  many  Sorrows,  i.  Tim.vi. 
jo.  Mat.  kj ii.  2 2.  Is  that  a  pleafant  and 
eafy  \^y,  1  pray  you,  that  make*  all  your 
Sorrow  and  your"  Travel  Grief,  mdjitfi 
fers  not  your  Heart  to  take  reft  in  the 
Night  ?EccLii.  32.23.  What   Pains  of 
Body?  What  plotting  of  Mind/  What 
Labour  and  Vexation  of  both,  muft  a  Sin* 
ner  have  as  his  fconftant  Attendance  in  this 
Way  ?  The  Way  is  intricate,  deep,  unpaf 
iibie,  that  leads  to  that  Satisfaction  you 
deli  re  to  your   Lulls ;  your  De fires  are 
impotent  and  impatient,  the  Means  to 
carry  you  00  are  weak  and  lame,  noways 
accommodate  or  fir  for  fuch  a  Journey  ; 
and  this  puts  you  always,  as  it  were,  on  the 
Rack,  tormented  between  the  Impatience 
of  your  LuftsV  and  the  Impotency    of 
Means,  and  Impoflibility   to  fulfil  them. 
Defires  and  Difappoimments,  Hopes  and 
Fears,  divide  your  Souls  between  them ; 
Such  is  the  Way  after  the  Flefh,  an  end- 
reft  Labyrinth  of  Woes  and  Miferies,  of 
Fains  and  Cares,  ever  while  here. 

But  thefe  Way*  receive  fuch  Names 
from  the  common  Opinion  and  Appre- 
henfion  of  Men,  becaufe  of  our  Fleih, 
which  is  predominant ;  the  Way  after 
the  Flem  being  fuitable  to  it,  though  in 
itfelf  infinitely  more  toilfcme,  feems  eafy 
and  plain  ;  but  the  Way  after  the  Spirit 
feems  ftrait,  narrow,  toilfome  and  la* 
borious.  Though  there  be  infinite  more 
Room  in  the  Way  to  Life,  becaufe  it 
leads  to  that  immenfe  univerfil  Good,  it 
expatiates  towards  the  jtilfulnefs  of 
God  ;  yet  to  Flefh,  how  narrow  and 
ftrait  Uitf  becaufe  it  cannot  admit  of  thefe 


inordinate  Lulls,  that  have  fwelled  fa 
immeafurably  towards  narrow  and  fcanty 
Things  ?  The  true  Latitude  ui  the  Way  of 
the  Flefh  is  not  great,  for  it  is  all  inclofed 
within  poor,  lean,  narrow,  created  Ob- 
jects ;  but  becaufe  the  Imagination  of 
Men  ftp  plies  what  is  wanting  re  ally  f  and 
fancies  an  infinite  or  bound  left  Extent  of 
Gbodnefs  in  thefe  Things;  therefore  the 
Sinner  walks  eafily,  without  ftraitning.  to 
his  Flefh,  it  is  not  pinched  in  this  Way  of 
rlelhly  I,utts,  But  alas  !  the  Spirit  is  wo 
fully  Jrraitned,  fettered  and  imprifoned, 
though  it  be  not'  fenfibfy  found. 

What  is  the  Reaibn  then  that  Co  many 
walk  in  the  Way  to  Death;  but  becaufe 
their  Flefh  finds  no  ftrauning,  no  Frefiure 
in  it  ?  h  is  an  eafy  Way  to  their  Natures, 
becaufe  fuitable  to  the  Corruption  that  is 
in  them  ;>  therefore  Men  walk  on  without 
Consideration  of  what  follows :  'Tislike 
a  DeJcenr,  or  going  down  a  Hill,  and  Co 
eafy  to  our  Fie  ft,  On  the  other  Hand, 
the  Way  to  Lite,  after  the  Spirit,  is  an 
Afcent  upward,  and  it  is  very  difficult' to 
our  earthy  and  lumpiih  Fiefh,  Our  Spi- 
rits, by  Communion  with  and  Subjection 
to  the  Flelh,  are  made  of  an  earthly  Qua- 
lity, near  the  Element  of  the  Flefh,  and 
fo  they  bow  naturalfy  downward  ;  but  if 
once  they  were  purified  and  purged,  and 
unfettered  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  re- 
stored to  their  native  Purity,  they  would 
more  eaftly  and  willingly  move  upward, 
us  yi 'ii  fee  the- Flame  doth  :  And  till  this 
be  done  in  you,  we  cannot  e*peft  that  you 
will  willingly  and  pleafamly  walk  in  thefe 
plealunt  Walks  after  the  Spirit  ;  your 
Walk  will  never  be  free  and  imconfiram- 
ed  in  the  Paths  of  Godlinefs.  You  may, 
from  fome  external  Motives  andlmpulfes, 
move  upward  for  a  Setfotv  in  fome  par- 
ticular Duties  of  Religion,  is  a  Stone  caft 
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inward  Principle,  fo  it  will  not  be  con- 
ft  ant  and  dm*  able,  but  you  will  fall  down 
jo  your  old  JByafs  in  other  Things,  and 
move  quite  contrary,  when  the  external 
.Impreifion  of  Fear  or  Favour,  of  Cuf- 
tom  or  Educatiun,  or  Such  like,  wears 
oul  But  the  true  Chrifhan  hath  a  Spirit 
within  him,  the  Root  of  the  Matter  in 
him ;  this  carries  him  upward  in  the  Ways 
of  Obedience,  after  the  Motions  and  Di* 
reft  ions  of  God  s  Spirit.  At  the  Begin- 
ping,  indeed,  it  is  ftrait  and  uneafy  to  his 
Flefh,  but  the  Difficulty  is  overcome,  if 
once  you  begin  well  :  The  Beginning  (as 
you  ufe  to  fay)  is  the  Half  of  the  Whole. 
Truly,  to  be  well  entred,  is  half  Progrefs, 
afterward  the  bulkfome  and  burden  J"  mi e 
Lufts  of  the  Flefh  are  ftript  off",  at  leaft 
in  a  greater  Meafure*  and  then  the  Spirit 
moves  ealily  and  willingly  ;  this  Walk 
becomes  a  Recreation,  that  at  fir  ft  was  a 
Labour.  Now  Delight  and  Dejtre  are  as 
tFings  to  mount  the  Sou!  aloft:  Now 
'tis  the  good  Pleafure  of  the  Soul  to  Walk 
to  all  Well-pleafing,  Indeed  the  Way 
of  this  World  is  dirty  and  filthy  ;  and 
therefore  a  Chriftian  had  need  to  watch 
continually,  and  to  gird  up  his  Loins,  that 
his  Thoughts  and  AfTeclions  hang  not 
down  to  the  Earth,  elfe1  they  will  take  up 
much  Filth,  and  cannot  but  clog  and  bur- 
den ihe  Spirit,  and  make  it  drive  heavily 
and  ftowly,  as  fharaob  did  his  Chariots 
when  the  Wheels  were  off.  We  had  need 
to  fly  aloft  above  the  Ground,  and  not  to 
come  down  too  low  near  it,  thinking 
withal  to  double  out  our  Journey,  for  we 
mail  find,  that  becaufe  of  the  Remnants 
of  Fleftiwiihin  us,  thatthjs  World  hich  a 
magnetic^  attractive  Vertue  to  draw  us 
down  to  it,  if  we  be  within  the  Sphere  of 
its  Activity,  i  h  is  not  good  coming  near 
Fire  with  Fiax  ;  we  would  endearoiir 
to  keep  our  Hearts  at  much  Difiance,  and 


ditingage  them  from  lower  Confolationx* 
This  World  is  like  the  peftiferous  Lake  of 
Sodmt  that  kills  all  that  flies  over  it,  and 
makes  them  fall  down  into  it.  If  we  fly 
Jow  upon  the  Surface  of  it,  we  cannot 
think  but  that  the  ipiritual  Lite  will  be 
muchestinguifhecL  But  to  prevent  this,  we v 
would  take  our  Flight  ftraight  upward  af- 
ter the  Spirit,  (for  that  is  the  proper  Mo- 
tion of  the  more  pure  and  fpi  ritual  Fart  of 
this  World)  and  give  no  reft,  till  we  be 
out  of  the  Reach  of  that  Infect  on,  till  you 
be  fully  efcaped  the  Pollutions  of  the 
World, 

But  if  you  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  come 
off  this  Way,  that  feems  fo  pieafant  to 
your  Flem,  that  Way  which  is  the  very 
Courfe  of  the  World,  (for  thefe  are  join- 
ed, Epbm  iL  3.)  Then  I  befrech  you, 
Hand  ftill,  ami  conlider  whither  it  will 
had  ;  do  but  flop  a  tittle,  and  bethink  your 
felves  fadly  and  feriouily,  whither  this 
will  take  you,  where  it  mall  end.  And 
truly  that  is  dreadful,  the  End  of  it  is 
Death*  a  never-ending  Death.  lam  fure, 
if  you  were  walking  by  the  Way*  and  one 
came  and  told  you  gravely  and  ferioufty, 
that  that  Way  is  full  of  dangerous  Pits, 
that  there  are  many  Robbers  in  it,  wait' 
ingtocutyour,Throat,  you  would  count 
the  Admonition  worthy  of  fo  much  No- 
tice, as  to  hah  and  coniider  what  to  do  v 
But  now,  when  the  Lord  himfelf,  that  de- 
ferves  infinite  more  Refpeft  and  Credit 
than  Men,  gives  you  Warning  once,  and 
often,  Day  after  Day  repeats  this  Admo- 
nition 'to  you,  fends  out  many  AmbanV 
dors  to  call  you  off,  makes  this  Word  to 
found  daily  in  your  Ears,  Qb\  <why  wi/i 
you  die  ?  Sucb&byj  lead  down  fa  the 
Chambers  of  Death  and  Htit\  to  be 
carnally  minded,  in  the  liliie,  if  Death, 
whatever  you  may  promife  to  your 
felves*    I  lay,  when  he  makes  a  Voice  to 
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accompany  us  in  air  our  Walkings,  this  is 
not  the  Way  that  leads  10  Life  i  why  do 
you  not  think  it  worthy  of  fo  much  Con- 
fide r at ton ,  as  once  to  flop  and  fift  your 
Frogrcfs,  til]  you  examine  what  will  come 
of  it,*  Are  we  fo  credulous  to  Men,  and 
(hall  we  not  believe  God,  who  is  Truth  it 
ftlf%  who  affirms  it  fo  conftantly,  and 
obtefts  us  fo  ear  ne  ft  Ly  ?  Are  we  fo  wife 
and  prudent  in  letter  Things,  and  ftall 
we  be  mad,  felf- willed  and  refractory,  in 
the  greater!  Thing  that  concerns  us  eter- 
nally ?  O  i  Unbelief  is  that  which  will 
condemn  the  World,  the  Unbelief  of  this 
one  Thing,  that  the  walking  after,  and 
minding  of  the  F  lefts  is  mortal  and  deadly. 
Tho'  all  Men  confers  with  their  Tongues 
this  to  be  a  Truth,  yet  it  is  not  really  be- 
lieved ;  the  deep  Inconfidera-tio^  and 
flight  ApprehenfioD  of  this  Truth,  makes 
Men  boldly  to  walk,  and  violently  to  run 
Qn  m  Perdition,  Did  you  indeed  believe 
that  eternal  Mifery  is  before  you  at  the 
End  of  this  Way  ;  and  would  you  be  fo 
cruel  to  your  felves,  as  to  walk  in  it,  for 
any  Allurement  that  is  in  it  ?  did  you  re- 
ally believe,  that  there  is  a  Precipice  into 
utter  Darknefs  and  everlafting  Death  at 
the  End  of  this  Alley  ;  would  the  Flea- 
fure  and  Sweetnefs  of  it  be  able  to  infa- 
tuate you,  and  befot  you  Co  far,  as  to  lead 
you  on  into  it,  like  an  Ox  to  the  Slaugh- 
ter, and  3  Foot  to  the  Correction  of  the 
Stocks  ?  It  is  ftrange  indeed,  tho"  you 
neither  will'believe  that  Death  is  the  End 
of  thefe  Things,  npr  yet  can  you  be  per* 
fuaded,  that  you  to  not  believe  it.  There 
is  a  twofold  Deiufion  that  putrefies  the 
Hearts  01  Men  ;  one  is,  a  Dream  and 
Fancy  of  efcaping  Death,  tho1  they 
live  in  Sin ;  another  is,  31  Dream  and 
Fancy  that  they  do  believe  that  Death  is 
the  Wages  of  Sin  :  We  might  wonder 
how  they  coflfift  together,  if  we  did  not 


find  it  by  fo  many  Experiences.  Your 
Way  proves  that  you  do  not  believe  it, 
that  Death  Is  the  End  of  it;  and  then 
your  Words,  evidence  that  you  do  not 
believe,  that  you  arc  Unbelievers  of  that. 
0 1  how  defperate  is  the  Wkkednefs,  and 
how  great  is  the  Deceitfulnek  of  the 
Heart  ?  The  felfe  Prophet,  that  h  in  every 
Man's  Bt)!om  deceives  him,  that  it  may 
deftroy  him..  As  Satan  is  a  Lier  and  a 
Murderer,  and  murders  by  lying,  fothe 
Heart  of  Man  is  a  Self-murderer  and  Self- 
deftroyer,  and  that  is  done  by  lying  and 
deceiving:  There-  is  fome  Ly  in  ievery 
Sin,  but  there  is  this  groft  black  funda- 
mental Ly  at  the  Bottom  of  all  Sin,  a 
Conceit  of  Immunity  and  Freedom  from 
Death  and  Hell;  a  ftrong Imagination  of 
efcaping  Danger,  even  tho*  fuchaWay  be 
chofen  and  walked  info,  as  of  its  own  Na- 
ture inevitably  leads  to  Deftru&ion  :  And 
there  is  fomething  of  this  bloody  murder- 
ing Flattery  even  in  the  Hearts  of  Chri* 
ftians ;  therefore  this  Apoftle  gives  us  an 
Antidote  again  ft  it,  and  labours  often  to 
purge  it  out,  by  ftirring  up  that  Know- 
ledge they  have  received.  Know  you 
not,  that  the  Unrighteous  Jhall  not  inhe- 
rit the  Kingdomjf  God  ?  1  Cor.  vi.  9. 
Be  not  deceived,  God  is  net  mocked, 
for  what  a  Man  Jowetb,  that  he  jbatl 
reap  \  he  that  Joweth  to  the  Flejh*  jhall 
reap  Corruption, &c.  Gah  vi.  7,  8.  Of 
that  you  might  liften  to  this  Word,  to 
this  Watch-word  given  you,  and  flop 
your  Coude,  at  leaft  for  a  Seaibn,  to 
think  what  (hall  be  the  (alter  End  ;  know 
ycu  not,  that  fuch  (hall  not  inherit  the 
Kingdom  ?  Know  you  not,  that  the 
Way  to  Heaven  lies  upward  ?  Know 
you  not  that  your  Way  lies  downward  to- 
wards the F!e(h  and  the  Earth?  Are  you 
fo  far  demented;  as  to  thtnk  to  come  to 
Heaven  by  walking  juft  downward  in  the 
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when  you  fee  your  Difeafe.     I  fay,  if  you 
fee  that  Hell  is  at  the  End  of  your  Way, 
then  know  thar  he  who  fent  that  Voice  to 
ca|i  ypu  off  that  Way  of  Death,  he  leaves 
ycraot  to  your  own  Wits  to  guide  you 
into  fce  right  Way,  but  he  follows  with  a 
Voice  behind  yon,  faying,  Here  if  the 
Way,  walk  in  it,  turn  not  out  of  it  to  the 
right  Hand  or  left.     And  this  Voice 
founds  plainly  in  the  Word,  and  it  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  the  Sound  of  the  Gofpel, 
that  blefled  Sound  that  invites  and  al- 
lures you  to  come  in  to  Jefus   Chrift, 
the  Way,  Truth  and  Life,   the    true 
Way    to    the    true    Life.     All  other 
Ways*  all  other  Lives,  have  no  Truth  in 
them,  'tis  but  a  Cloud,  a  Fancy  that  Men 
apprehend  and  lay  hold  on.    But  come 
to  this  Way,  and  it  will  truly  lead  thee  to 
the  true  Life,  eternal  Life  5  if  you  flie 
unto  him  out  of  the  Apprebenfion  of  your 
danger,  you  have  a  clear  Way  to  come 
to  God,  and  as  plain   a  Way  to  attain 
Life    and  Peace.    Being  in  Chrift,  you 
have  Aflurance  of  not  falling  into  Con* 
demnation.    He  is  fuch  a  Way  as  will 
hold  you  in,  and  not  fuffer  you  to  go  oUt 
of  it  again  to  the  Way  of  Death.    And 
therefore  he  will  give  *  you  a  Tutor,  a 
Guider  and  Director  in  this  Way  co  Life 
and  Feace,  and  that  is  the  Holy  Spirit, 
to  lead  in  ail  Truth,  and  to  guide  your 
Feet  in  the  Way  of  bis  Commandments. 
So  that  in  this-new  and   living  Way  of 
Chrift,  you  (hall  have  both  the  Light  of 
the  Word,  to  know  where  to  walk,  and 
Life  of  the  Spirit  to  make  you  walk  toward 
that  eternal  Life  ;  and  Aus  Grace  and 
<Trutb  is  come  bi  Chrift.     Indeed  you 
muft  fuffer  the   Mortification  of  your 
Flelh,  you  muft  endure  the  Pain  of  the 
Death  of  your  Lufts,  the  cutting  off  your 
right  Hand,,  and  plucking 'out  your  right 
Eye,  which  would  make  you  oflend  and 
L  1  ftumbie 


Lufts  of  the  Flelh  ?  Truly  this  is  the 
ftrongeft  and  ftrangeft  Inchantment  that 
can  be,  that  you  think  to  fow  one  Thing 
and  reap  another  Thing  ;  to  fow  Dark- 
nefc  and  reap  Light ;  to  fow  Corruption, 
and  reap  Incorruption.  Is  that  poffible  in 
Nature,  to  fow  Nettle-feed,  and  think  to 
reap  Barley  or  Wheat?  Be  not  deceived. 
O  »  that  you  would  undeceive  ydur  poor 
deluded  Souls,  and  know  that  it  is  as  natu- 
ral for  Death  and  Hell  to  grow  out  of 
Sin,  and  walking  after  the  Flelh,  as  it  is 
for  every  Seed  to  yield  its  own  Fruit  and 
Herb.  Do  you  then  think  to  diflblve  the 
Courfe  and  Order  of  Nature  ?  Truly  the 
Flefh  is  mortal  in  itfelf,  'tis  ordained  for 
Corruption, you  fee  what  it  turns  to  after 
the  Life  is  out,  that  is  an  Emblem  of  the 
State  of  the  iieftily  Soul  after  Death.  As 
you  did  abafe  your  Spirits  to  the  Service 
of  the  Flelh  here,  and  all  your  plowing 
and  labouring  and  (owing  was  about  it, 
the  Seed  which  you  did  caft  in  the  Ground 
was  fleihly  Lufts,  earthly  Things,  for  the 
Satisfaction  of  your  Flefh  ;  fo  you  (hill 
reap  of  the  Flelh,  Corruption,  Death 
and  Deftruftion,  that  lhall  make  your  im- 
mortal Spirits  mortal  and  corruptible,  and 
fubjeft  them  to  Death  and  Corruption 
with  the  Body, .  as  far  as  they  are  capable; 
it  (hall  deprive  them  of  all  that  which  is 
their  proper  Life  and-  Refrethment,  and 
feparate  them  eternally  from  the  Foun- 
tain of  Bleflednefs,  and  banifo  them  out 
of  Heaven,  unto  the  Fellowlhip  of  Devils. 
And,  O .'  that  Corruption  of  the  incorup. 
tible  Spirit,  isworfe  than  the  Corruption 
of  the  mortal  Flelh,  corruptio  optimi 
pqffima. 

Now,  whoever  of  you  is  thus  far  un- 
deceived, as  to  believe  your  Danger  and 
Mifery,  and  to  difcern  that  inbred  De- 
lulion  of  your  Hearts,  be  not  difcouraged 
utterly*  there  majbe  Hope  of  Recovery, 
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ftumble  in  the  Way ;  but  lee  the  Remem- 
brance of  the  Life  to  come  fweeten  it  all . 
When  Men  undergo  the  Hazard  of  lofing  ' 
Life  for  a  little  Fleafure,  when  for  a  poor  . 
petty  Advantage,    Men  will  endure  to  ; 
UiW.h   Pains  and  Trouble  v     O !    what  . 
ftiouki  eternal  Life,  and  fuch  a  Life  as  ' 
lit  beft  Life  here  is  but  Death  to  it  ?  How  { 
ihoukj  it  mitigate  *nd  fweeten  the  Bitter- 
«tfs  of  Mortification  ?    How  (hould  it 
fortify  our  Spirits  to  much  Endurance  and 
Patience  ?  A   Battle  we  muft  have  for 


fhefc  Lulls  that  we  drfingage  from  the 
Devil,  and  the  World  betides  will  lay 
wait  for  us  in  this  Way  :  But  when  for 
fuch  fmall  and  inconfiderable  Advantages, 
Men  will  endure  all  the  DifadvaQtsges  of 
War,  of  along  War  ;  O  how  [hould  the 
Expectation  ot  this  Ptacek  whkh  inclofes 
and  comprehends  all  Felicity,  all  Well- 
being,,  animate  and  ftrengihen  us  to  fight 
in  into  the  City  of  Lite  and  Peace  eter- 
nal. 


SERMONXX. 

Vcrfc  7.  Becaufe  the  carnal  Mind  is  Enmity  againft  God> 
and  is  not/ubje&to  the  Law  of  God,  neither  indeed  fan 
be. 


UNbelief  is  that  which  condemns  the 
World,  it  involves  in  more  Con- 
demnation than  many  other  Sins ;  not 
only  becaufe  more  univerfal,  but  efperiat- 
ly  becaufe  it  (huts  up  Men  in  their  Mife- 
ry, and  fecludes  them  from  the  Remedy 
that  is  brought  to  Light  in  the  GofpeL 
By  Unbelief,  I  mean  not  only  thatcarelefs 
Neglect  of  Jefus  Chrift  offered  for  Salva- 
tion, but  that  which  is  the  Root  of  that, 
the  Inconfiderarion  and  Ignorance  of  our 
defperare  Sinfutoefs  and  irreraedilefc  Mi- 
fery without  Chrift  ;  which  not  being 
laid  to  Heart  ferioufly,  makes  fuch  flight 
and  fuperfkial  Entertainment  of  a  Saviour 
'and  Redeemer.  Man  is  truly  miferable 
jpd  unhappy,  whether  he  know  it  nor; 
•but  truly  it  m  an  Acceffion  to  his  Mifery, 
that  he  knows  it  not,  that  he  neither  ap- 
prehends what  he  if  now  by  Nature,  nor 


what  he  muft  ftiortly  be  made  by  Juftke* 
Indeed,  if  there  were  na  Remedy  to  be 
found,  it  were  a  happy  Ignorance  to  be 
ignorant  of  Mifery  :  The  Knowledge 
and  Remembrance  of  it  could  do  nothing 
but  add  unto  the  Bitternefs  of  it :  If  a 
Man  might  bury  it  in  eternalForgetfulnefi, 
it  were  fbme  Eafe :  But  now,  when  God 
bach  in  his  Mercy  fo  appointed  it,  that  the 
Beginning  of  the  Belief  of  $a  and  Mifery, 
(hall,  in  a  Manner,  be  the  End  of  Mifery ; 
and  feeing,  whether  Men-  know  it  or  nor, 
they  muft  Ihortly  be-  made  fcnfible  of  it, 
when  there  is  no  Remedy  to  be  found: 
Then  certainly  it  is  the  Height  of  Man's 
Mifery,  that  he  knows  and  confiders  it 
to*,  if  we  would  apply  our  Hearts 
at  length  to  bear  wbai  God  the  Lord 
freaks*  for  he  only  can  give  Account  of 
Maatabunfeft  we  might  nave  a  Survey 
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of  both,  in  thefe  Words  and  the  preceed- 
ing,ofour  defpcratc  Wickcdnefs,  and  of 
our  intolerable  Mifery  ;  for  the  prefent, 
by  Nature  we  are  Enemies  to  God,  and 
fhortly  we  inuft  be  dealt  with  as  Enemies, 
as  Rebels  to  the  mod  potent  and  glorious 
King,  be  puniihed  with  Death,  an  end- 
lefs  living  Death.  Experience  (hews  how 
hard  a  Thing  it  is  to  perfuade  you.  that 
you  are  leally  under  the  Sentence  of 
Death :  You  will  not  differ  your  Hearts 
to  believe  your  Danger,  left  it  interrupt 
your  prefent  Pleafures  of  Sin.  Nay,  you 
will  flatter  your  felves  with  the  fancied 
Hope  of  Immunity  from  this  Curfe, 
and  account  it  a  cruel  and  rigorous  Do- 
ctrine, that  fo  many  Creatures  made  by 
Cod9  fhould  be  eternally  miferable,  or  a 
Sentence  of  it  (hould  be  pad  on  all  Flelh. 
Now,  that  which  makes  us  hardly  to  be- 
lieve this,  is  the  Unbelief  and  deep  In- 
confideratton  of  your  Sinfulnefi ;  there- 
fore the  Apoftle,  to  make  Way  for  the 
former,  adds,  Becaufe  tbe  carnal 
Mind  is  Enmity  again]!  God.  Do  not 
wonder  then  that  your  Ways  and  Courfes, 
your  Affetfions  and  Inclinations  bring 
forth  that  ghoftly  and  dreadful  End  of 
Death  *,  feeing  all  thefe  are  Enmity  to  the 
greateftKing,  who  alone  hath  the  Power 
of  Life  and  Death  :  They  have  a  perfect 
Contrariety  to  his  holy  Nature  and  righte- 
ous Will ;  not  only  is  the  carnal  Mind 
an  Enemy,  but  Enmity  itfelf,  and  there, 
fore  it  is  moft  fuitable,  that  the  (bvereign 
Power  of  that  King  of  Kings,  ftrercbed 
out  to  the  Vindication  of  his  Holinefs  and 
Righteoufnefs,  by  taking  Vengeance  en 
all  Uvgodlinefs  and  Vnrigbteoufnefs 
of  Men.  If  Rebellion  in  a  State  or  Mo- 
narchy, againft  thefe  petty  mortal  Gods, 
vAojbaUdie  as  Men,  be  fo  hainous,  as 
to  deferve  Death,  by  the  Conferu  of  ail 
Nations,  Wow  muchifi&c  (hall  Enmity 


and  Rebellion  againft  the  immortal,  eter- 
nal King,  who  hath  absolute  Right  and 
Dominion  over  his  Creatures,  as  over  the 
Clay,  have  fuch  a  fuitable  Recompenc? 
of  eternal  Death?  Now,  my  Beloved*  if 
you  once  believed  this,  the  Enmity  and 
Oppofitionof  your  whole  Natures  to  God. 
you  could  not  but  fearfully  apprehend 
what  might  be  the  Iflue  of  i.;  you  could 
not  blefs  your  (elves  as  you  do,  and  put 
the  evil  Day  far  off;  but  certainly  you 
would  be  affrighted  with  the  Terroi  and 
Majefty  of  that  God  you  have  to  do  with, 
whom,  when  be  awakes  to  Judgment, 
you  can  neither  refift  nor  efcaoe  ;  no 
ftanding  againft  his  Wrath,  and  no  Hying 
from  it  out  of  his  Dominions;  and  this 
would  cfifpofc  and  incline  tout  Minds  in 
Time  to  hearken  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
which  is  holden  out  in  the  Gofpel,  and  to 
lay  down  the  Weapons  of  your  Enmity, 
and  make  Peace  with  him  in  his  Son  the 
Peace-maker. 

Amity  and  Unity  is  the  very  Being  and 
Beauty  of  the  World  :  This  Univerfe  is 
made  up  of  innum^jable  different  Kindt 
and  Natures,  anf  all  thefe  climb  agh 
walk  together  by  the  Bond  of  Peace  and 
Concord  among  themfehres,  and  with  that 
one  high  Underftanding  that  direfis  all. 
and  fupreme  Will  of  God  that  moves  all. 
It  is  that  Link  of  Union  with  God,  that 
gives  and  preierves  Being  and  Beauty  in 
all  the  Creatures,  as  the  Dependence  of 
the  Ray  upon  the  Sun,  »r  the  Streim  on 
the  Fountain,  makes  them  what  they  are, 
which  being  interrupted,  they  ce ale  10  be 
what  they  were :  All  things  continue 
as  thou  baft  ordained  tbem9  for  all  are 
tby  Servants,  Pfiil.  cxix.  91 .  You  fee  then 
this  Amity  and  Union  of  Subordination  of 
the  Creatures  to  God  is  not  diflblved  to 
this  Day :  But  wofuj1  and  wretched  Man 
alone  hath  withdrawn  from  this  Subordi- 
L  I  2  nation* 
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nation,  tnd  diflolved  this  fcicred  Tic  of 
happy  Friendlhip,  which  at  firft  he  was 
lifted  up  unto,  and  privileged  with.  A- 
mity  and  Friehdihip,  you  know,  confifts 
in  an  Union  of  Hearts  and  Wills,  and  a 
Communion  of  all  good  Things ;  it  makes 
two  one,  as  much  as  two  can  be,  by  the 
Confpiracy  of  their  Affeftions  in  one 
Thing,  and  the  joint  Concurrence  of 
their  Endeavours  to  communicate  to 
one  another  what  each  hath;  it  takes  a- 
way  Propriety,  and  it  makes  a  Communi- 
ty between  Perfons.  Now,  how  happy 
was  that  Amity?  How  blefled  that 
Friendfliip  between  God  and  Man  ?  Tho' 
Man's  Goodnefs  could  not  extend  to  God, 
yet  his  Soul  united  to  God  by  Love  and 
Delight,  and  all  that  God  had  given  him, 
returning  that  to  the  proper  Owner,  ac- 
knowledging his  abfolute  Dependence  on 
him,  and  claiming  Intereft  and  Propriety 
in  nothing,  not  in  himfelf.  And  then  on 
the  other  Hand,  the  Love  and  Good-will 
of  the  infinite  God  placed  on  Man,  and 
from  that  Fountain  all  the  Streams  of  Hap- 
pinefs  uTuing  forth  totitrds  Man.the  Ful- 
idfcof  God  opening  up  fcfelf  to  him,  and 
laying  out  hfeif  to  wards  fum,  God  fo  far 
defending,  as,  in  a  Manner,  to  become  the 
Creature's,  to  expofe  and  difpofe  himfelf, 
and  all  in  him,  for  poor  Man's  Ufe  and 
Comfort. 

How  joyful  was  that  Amity  I  but  the 
breaking  of  this  Bond  of  Peace  is  as -fad 
and  grievous.  Thfcre  was  a  v/oful  Inter- 
pofal  between  God  and  us,  which  hath  fe- 
parated  thefe  chief  Friends  ever  fince  the 
beginning,  and  that  is  Sin,  the  Seeds  of 
all  Enmity  and  Difcord :  This  hath  rent 
afunder  the  Bond  of  Amity,  this  hath 
made  fuch  a  total  Averfion  of  the  Soul 
from  God,  and  imprinted  fuch  an  irrecon- 
cilable Enmity  in  the  Htart  againft  the 
holy  Will  of  God,  that  there  is  no  Foffi- 


bility  to  reunite  them  again,  and  reftore 
the  old  Friendship,  as  long  as  the  Soul  is 
not  quite  changed  and  transformed.  That 
firft  Creation  is  fo  marred  and  defaced, 
that  there  is  no  mending  of  it  till  a  fecond 
Creation  come.    The  carnal  Mind  is  not 
fimply  an  Enemy,  but  Enmity  itfelf ;  an 
Enemy  may  reconcile  again,  and  accept 
Terras  of  Peace,  but  Enmity  cannot   re- 
concile to  Amity,  without  the  very  De- 
ftruftionofitfelf:  The  Oppofition  of  the 
Heart  isfo  perfect,   that  as  foon  may 
Enmity  unite  with  Amity,  and  become  one 
with  it,  as  a  carnal  natural  Mind  can  fub- 
mit  to  God's  holy  Will.  That  which  was 
af  the  Beginning  voluntary,  is  become  ne- 
ceflary,  and  turned  into  the  Nature  of  an 
inbred  Antipathy,  that  no  Art  can  cure. 
The  Fali  was  fuch  a  disjointing  of  the 
Soul  from  God,  that  no  Skill  but  infinite 
Wifdom,  no  Strength  but  Almighty  Power 
can  fet  it  right,  and  put  it  in  the  firft  Pb- 
Hure  again.   It  is  true,  there  are  not  many 
who  will  openly  and  exprefly  denounce 
War  againft  Heaven  ;  it  is  not  fo  inci- 
dent, that  any  Man  ftiould  have  explicite 
plain  Thoughts  of  Hatred  againft  God, 
there  are  fome  common  Principles  engra- 
ven by  God  in  all  Mens  Minds,  which 
ferve  as  his  Witneffes  againft  Men,  that 
God  fhoufd  be  loved,  feived,  adored  and 
worfhipped,     that   there  is  nothing  fo 
worthy  of  the  Defires  of  the  Soul.  Nowm 
this  general  Acknowledgment  deludes  the 
moft   part,  for  they  take  it  for  granted, 
that  they  do  love  God  with  their   Heart, 
becaufe  their  Confciences  bear  Witnefs 
that  they  ought  to  love  him,  as  if  it  were 
all  one  to  know  our  Duty,  and  to  do  ir. 
Who  is  there  but  he  entertains  himfelf  with 
with  this  good  Opinion  of  himfelf,  that 
his  Heart  is  good  and  true  to  God :  For, 
fay  you,  whom  fooyid  I  love,  if  1  love  not 
God  ?  I  were  notirarthy  to  live  if  I  loved 
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not  him.    It  is  true  indeed  that  you  fay, 
but  it  you  did  know  your  Hearts,  you 
would  find  their  Faces  turned  backward, 
and  averted  from  God,  and  could  no  more 
pleafe  your  felves  in  fiich  a  Confeflion  of 
the  Truth,  than  the  Devil  hath  Reafon  to 
think  hiitifelf  a  Believer,  becaufe  he  is 
convinced,  that  Chrifl  is  the  Son  of  God, 
and  confefled  it  too ;   no  more  than  the 
Son  that  promifed  to  go  to  the  Garden  to 
work,  and  went  not,  had  Ground  to  think 
himfelf  an  obedient  Son,  Mat.  xxi.   30. 
Such  a  Confeflion  of  Duty  may  be  extort- 
ed from  damned  Spirits  ;  and  therefore 
you  would  not  draw  this  Vail  over  the 
wretched  Wickednefs  of  your  Natures, 
to  the  End  that  you  may  conceive  well 
of  your  felves.     It  is  fo  far  from  extenu- 
ating or  excufing,  that  the  very  Convicti- 
on of  the  great  Obligation  to  love  and 
obey  God,  is  the  greatefl  Aggravation  of 
the  Enmity.   It  is  this  which  makes  it  the 
purefl  Malice  and  perfefteft  Hatred,  that 
knowing  the  Goodnefs  of  God,  convinced 
of  our  bound   Duty  to  love  and  ferve 
him,  yet  in  the  very  Light  of  fuch  a  (bin- 
ing  Truth,  to  turn  our  Hearts  away  from 
him,  and  exercife  all  Afts  of  Hoflility  a- 
gainfl  him.    That  you  may  know  then, 
wherein  the  Enmity  of  your  Hearts  con- 
fifts,  I  (hall  instance  it  in  three  Branches 
or  Evidences.  There  is  an  Enmity  in  the 
Underftanding,  that  it  cannot  Aoop  to  be- 
lieving of  the  Truth  ;  there  is  an  Enmity 
in  the  Will,  that  it  cannot  fiibjedt  to  the 
Obedience  of  God's  holy  Commands  ^and 
this  is  extended  alfo  to  a  ft ubborn  Rebel- 
lion againfl  the  Will  of  God;  manifested 
in  the  Difpenfations  of  his  Providence :  In 
a  Word,  the  natural  and  carnal  Mind  \s 
incapable  of  Faith,  of  Obedience,  and  of 
Submiflion.    There  are  many  Truths  re- 
vealed in  the  Scripture,  that  the  natural 
Man  cannot  receive  or  know,  for  tbey 
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I  are  Fooltjhnefs  to  bim,    1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
Some  Spirits  there  are   lifted   up  above 
others,  either  by  Nature  or  Education,  in 
which  this  Rebellion  doth  more  evidently 
appear;  Reafon  in  them  contends  with 
Religion,  and  they  will  believe  no  more 
than  they  can  give  *  Reafon  for.    There 
is  a  Wifdom  in  Ibme  Men,  that  defpifetb 
the  Simplicity,  orth*  In-evidence  of  the 
Cofpel,  and  accounts  it  Foolifhnefc :  The 
carnal  Mind  will  needs  flan  out  from  im- 
plicit e  trufling  of  God,  when  once  'tis  pot 
fefled  withfome  Imagination  of  Wifdom  ; 
therefore  how  many  are  the  Infurrefti- 
ons  of  Mens  Spirits  againfl  God's  abfolute 
Power  over  the  Creatures, againfl  the  My- 
fteries  of  the  holy  Trinity  and  Incarnation, 
againfl  the  Refurre&ion  of  our  Bodies  ?  In 
thefe,  and  fuch  like,  the  pretended  Wif- 
dom of  Men  hath   taken  Liberty  to  aft 
Enmity,  and  to  difpute  againfl  God.     But 
truly,  the.  Rebellion  and  Infubje&ion  a- 
gainft  the  Truth  of  God,-  is  more  general* 
ly  pra£tifed,even  by  the  Multitude  of  Men, 
though  in  an  unfree  hidden  Way ;  how- 
few  do  believe  their  own  delperate  Wick- 
ednefs,    tho'    God    hath  teflified  it  of 
Man  ?    Doth  not  every  one  apprehend 
fome  good  to  remain  in  his  Nature,  and 
fome  Power  to  good  ?    What  an  Impo£ 
Ability  is  it  toperfuacie  you,  that  all  Man- 
kind are   under  the  Sentence    of  eternal 
Condemnation,  that  Children,  who  have 
not  done  Good  or  Evil,  are  involved  in  it 
alfo?    Your   Hearts   rifeth  againfl  fuch 
Doflrines,  as  if  they  were  bloody  and 
cruel  Inventions.  To  tell  you,  that  many 
are  called,    and  few  cbojen,  that  tly 
mofl  Part  of  them  who  profefs  the  Truth, 
are  walking  in  the  way  to  Hell,  and  (hall 
undoubtedly  fall  into  it :  You  may  hear 
fuch  Things,  but  you  blefs  your  felves 
from  them,  and  cannot  be  perfuaded  ta 
admit  them  into  your  Minds ;  The  Hearrs 
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of  Men  will  be  giving  the  very  Lie  to  the 
God  of  Truth,    when  he  fpeaks   thefe 
Things  in  his  Word ;  God  forbid  that  all 
that  be  true  !     If  we  (hpuld  expound  the 
Law  unto  you,  and  (hew  you  that  the  leaft 
idle  Word,  the  lighteft  Thoujrjir,  th*  final: 
left  inward  Motion  of  the  Heart  defer*  es 
eternal  Mifery  ;  that  Anger,  is   Murder 
in  God's  Sight ;  that  lulling,  is  Fornicati- 
on ;  that  Covetoufhefs  and  Love  of  the 
World,  is  Idolatry  i  t he k?  Things  >  on  can- 
not know  or  receive  them;  there aiefo 
many  high  Imaginations  in  your  Minds  that 
exalt  ihemfelvcs  againii  the  Knowledge  of 
God,  fo  many  Thoughts  that  are  multar'd 
and  fet  in   battle   array  againft  the  hoiy 
Truths  of  God,  that  truly  no  Weapons  of 
humane   Perfuafum,   or  Inftri.tFtion,  can 
be  able  to  caft  down  your   Miftpprehen- 
fions  and  Imaginations,  or  Reafonings  of 
your  Hearts,  or  *ble  to  Icatter  thefe  Ar- 
mies of  rebellious  Thoughts,  and   bring 
them  in  Captivity,    2   Cor.    x.   4,    5. 
Mans  darkned  Mind  is  a   rtrong  Hold, 
that  all  the  repeated  and  continued  Beatings 
of  the  Word,   the   multiplying  Precept 
upon  Frecept,  and  Line  upon  Line, 
cannot  jftorm  it,  to  make   any  true  Light 
fhine  into  it.     It  is  a  Dungeon,  a  Pit  fo 
fluit  up  and  incloied,  no  Door  nor  Win- 
dow in  it ;  fo  that  albeit  the  Sun  of  Righ- 
teoufhefs  Jhine  upon  it,  and  round  about 
it,  there  is  no  Beam -of  that  Light  can  en- 
ter in  the  Hearts  of  many  Thou&nds : 
The  generality  are  drowned  as  yet  io  a 
Deluge  of  Ignorance,    under  the  very 
Light  of  daily  preaching.     It  is  a  Night 
of  as  thick  Darknefs  within  Men  s  Souls, 
asif  trwre  were  no  Light  about  us  :  Cer- 
tainly this  declares  the  Height  of  Enmity, 
the  Strength  of  the  Oppolitiqn  ;  this  Pri- 
fon  of  your  Minds  is  a  firong  Hold  in- 
deed, that  is  Proof  of  all  Preaching  or  In- 
struction ;  and  certainly  they  will  hold  out, 


till  Almighty  Power  ftorm  them,  and 
heat  or  batter  open  fome  Entry  »n  your 
Souls,  to  receive  this  (hiring  Light  of  the 
G  fpel. 

Then,  there  is  a  Rebellion  of  the  Will 
againft  Gods  holy  Will  revealed  in   his 
Law  or  Word:  It   cannot  be  fubjeft  ro 
the  Law.of  God.     It  neither  is,  nor  can  ; 
for  Enmity  and  Antipathy  is  funk  into  us 
Nature  fo,  that  it  is  the   mod  deformed 
monftrous  Thing  in  the  World :  If  the 
disfigured  Face  of  Man's  Soul  were  viiible, 
O  how   ugly  were  it!  How  would  you 
loath  it  ?     If  there  were  a  Creature  that 
could  do  nothing  but  rute  it  felt;  and  fought 
its  own    Destruction,  that  were  a  hateful 
enough  Object ;  but  Self-hatred  and  Enmi- 
ty is  nothing  fo  deformed  and  abominable 
as  for  the  Creatures  Will  to  be  fet  in  op* 
pofition  to  the  holy  Will  of  him  that  made 
it.     It  needs  not  much   Demonstration 
this,  ifyouhadbuta  little  more  Confider- 
ation:    Look  back  upon  the  Tenor  of 
your  Ways,  fet  them  befide  the  Will  and 
Commands  of  God,  and.  what  find  you  ? 
whether   Agreement    or  Difagreement  ? 
Take  a  View  of  the  Current  of  yxwr  In- 
clinations and  Affections,  and  compare  that 
with  the  holy  Will  of  God,  and  what  find 
you  ?  Friendlhip  or  Enmity.     You  cannot 
digeft  the  Reproach  of  that,  to  be  called 
Enemies  to  Cod  ;  but,  I  pray  you  con- 
sider if  there  be  not  as  perfect  Contrariety 
in  your  Defires,  Affections,  Inclinations, 
and  Aftions  to   the  Will  of  God,  as  if 
you  did  profefsit ;  What  would  you  do  if 
you  profefled  your  felves  Enemies  to 
God  ?  Could  you  poffibly  vent  yojr  Enmi- 
ty any  other  "Way  than  this,  in  withdraw- 
ing from  the  Yoke  of  his  Obedience,  in 
revolting  from  that  Allegiance  you  owe 
to  him?  You  could  wrong  him  no  fur- 
ther thin  by  letting  your  Hearts    and 
Ways  contrary  to  his  Heart  and  Ways,  in 
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loving  what  he  hates,  and  hating  what  he 
loves,  for  his  own  Wefled  Being  you 
could  not  impair  k.  Now,  consider  if 
that  be  not  acted  as  really  as  if  you  dkJ 
profefs  it ;  Can  you  fay,  that  Curfing, 
Swearing,  Lying,  Railing;,  singer, 
Strife,  Envy,  Revenge*  and  fuch  like 
Works  of  Darknefs,  are  the  Things 
which  his  Soul  loves  ?  Are  thefe  fuit- 
able  to  his  holy  Will  ?  And  yet  thefe  are 
your  invcterated  Cuftoms,  to  which  your 
Natures  are  lb  inured  and  habituated,  that 
you  ran  no  more  forfake  them,  than  hate 
yourfehes.  Are  Filthinefs,  Drunkennefs, 
Sabbath  breaking  Covetoufnefs,  and  Love 
of  the  World,  are  thefe  his  Delight? 
and  yet  thefe  are  your  Delight.  Again, 
Is  it  not  his  Will  that  ye  (hould  purgeyour 
J'elves  from  all  Filthinefs  ofFleJb  and 
Spirit,  and  perfect  Holinefs  ?  Is  not 
Righteoufnefs  that  which  he  loves,  and 
Truth  ifl'the  inward  Parts?  Doth  not  he 
look  to  a  contrite  Heart,  and  account  that 
a  favoury  Sacrifice  ?  Is  it  not  his  roya! 
Statute  and  Commandment  (  of  which 
not  one  Jot  {hall  fail )  that  ye  (hould  deny 
your  felves,  love  your  Enemies,  for- 
give them  that  offend  you,  fenctify  his 
Name  always  in  your  Hearts,  and  elpe- 
Jrtally  on  the  holy  Sabbath?  That  ye 
(hould  watch  unto  Prayer,  be  fbber  in  the 
Vfe  of  the  World,  be  much  in  watching 
for  his  fecond  coming. again?  Now,  what 
Repugnance  is  in  your  Hearts  and  Ways 
to  all  thefe  ?  Do  not  the  Converfations  of 
Men  difplay  a  Banner  againft  the  Qofpel, 
and  prociiim  as  much  in  reality,  as  is  laid 
in  Words,  in  PfaL  ji.  Let  us  caft  bis 
Cords  behind  us,  and  cut  bis  Bandn 
Thefe  Things  are  un&voury  unto  you, 
you  finell  nothing  pleafont  in  them  ;  but 
only  in  the  Puddle  of  the  World,  in  run- 
ning at  Random,  at  your  own  Liberty, 
after  your  own  Imaginations  \   that  you 


account  only  Liberty.  Ol  when  fn all 
your  Hearts  be  iubdued,  and  your  Af- 
fections brought  in  Captivity  to  the  O- 
bedieuce  of  Chriftv  When  (hall  you  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Truth  ;  and  fo  made 
to  obey  from  the  Heart  that  Form  of 
ftottrine  and  found  I  fords,  Rom.  ri. 
1 7.  This  is  the  ftrohgeft  Hold  that  Sa- 
tan hath  in  Alan's  Heait,  his  Will  and 
Affections ;  and  this  keeps  out  longert  a- 
gainft  Jefus  Chrirt  ;  till  he  that  is  Wrong- 
er come  and  bind  the  lirong  Man,  and 
caft  out  the  "Enmity,  and  make  all  captive 
to  his  loving  Obedience,  and  willing 
Subjection*  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5. 

Then,  thirdly,  The  Enmity  of  the  Soul 
of  Man  is  acted  in  his  Rebellion  'againft 
the  Will  of  God  rnanifefted  in  his  Works, 
in  his  Uufubjection  and  unfubmiflive  Dif 
pofition  towards  the  good  Pleafure  of  the 
Lord,  in  carving  out  fuch  a  Lot  in  the 
World.  It  is  certain,  that  as.  the  Will  of 
God  is  the  fupreme  Rule  of  Righteouf- 
nefs, fo  it  is  the  fovereigrr  Caufe  and 
Fountain  of  all  Things  ;  and  therefore, 
how  infinitely  is  the  Creatue  bound  to  /Ob- 
ject to  him  as  a  Law-giver,  by  plea&m 
and  willing  Obedience  to  his  righteous 
and  reafonable  Commands  \  and  to  fub- 
mit  to  him  as  the  abfolute  Ruler, by  quiet 
and  humble  Condefcendance,  to  all  the  Dif- 
penfations  of  his  Providence  ?  Now,  you 
Know  ( if  you  knaw  any  Thing  of  your 
felves)  bow  crofc  and  oppofite  thefe 
Hearts  of  yours  are  to  his  goodPteafure; 
how  they  are  fet  jurt  contraty:  And 
whence  flows  all  Murmurings,  Grudfe- 
ings,  Difcontents,  Grids,  Cares  and  Per* 
plenties  of  Men,  but  from  this  Fountain, 
The  Rebellion  of  the  tie  art  againft 
God?  There  is  nothing  in  all  the  Crea- 
tion mutinous  and  mafceontenr,  but  the 
I  Heart  of  Man.  You  fee  frequent  Ex- 
amples of  it,  in  the  Murmur  ations  of  the 
People 
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People  in  the  Wildcrnefs.     It  is  frequent-  . 
\y  Ailed,  A  tempting  of  the  Lord,  Exod.  i 
xvii.  2.    importing  a  high  Provocation  I 
of  his  holy  Majefty  ;  afpecial  Incitement, 
as  it  were,  and  Motive  to  declare  liis  ab- 
folute  Power   and  Righteoufnefs  again  ft 
fiich  ;  and  therefore  thefe  are  ofteji  con- 
joyned,   Pfal.  Uiviii.    17,    18.    They 
\finned  yet  more,  by  provoking  the  mojt 
High  :  And  they  tempted  God  in  their 
Heart:  And 'tis  added  Verfe  19.  Tea, 
tbeyjpeak  againft  God.    Wherein  you 
may  obferve,  a  Gradation  of  Aggravations 
of  this  Enmity. .  When  Men  have  already 
deferved  infinite  Punifhment  at  his  Hand, 
and  may  always  look  within,  and  find  an 
Anfwer  to  all  the  Murumurings  of  tlieir 
Hearts,  as  having  finued  lb  often  againft 
him ;  yet  then,  to  rile  up  againft  his  good 
Fleafure ;  and  after  we  have  fo  often  fin- 
ned, to  repine  at  any  Thing  coming  from 
him.    And  this  certainly,  is  a  high  Pro- 
vocation of  the  mod  high  God :  It  puts 
a  kind  of  Neceffity  upon  him,  to   indift 
that  which  thou  indeed  defer ves ;  and  then, 
this  inward  Heart-burning  againft  God, 
it  breaks  out    oft«n  in    Words,   againft 
that  moft  high  and  holy  One,  for  Per. 
40,  41.  anJAVr.  56,  57.  Provocking, 
which  is  the  plain  Expreflion  of  Murmur- 
ing, in  the  Margine  it  is  rendered,  re- 
belling againft  Him :  And  fo  in  Verfe 
ft.  when  a  ftiort  Account  is  given  of  them, 
when  the  Character  or  Anagram  of  fiich 
a  People  is  exprefled.  'tis  fet  down  thus, 
Aftubborn  and  rebellious  Generation. 
"Therefore  Paul,  contidering  this  woful 
and  wretched  Pofture  of  the  Sou!,  fet  in 
.  Oppofition  to  the  always  blefled  Will  of 
God,   and  the  Madnefs  and  Folly  of  it, 
he  exhorts  us,  neither  murmur  ye,  as 
.fbmeoftbem  murmured,  and  were  de* 
ftrtyed  of  the  Deftroyer;  fir  thefe  things 
happened  for  Enfwnplts^  &c.  1  Car. . 


x.  10,  11.  Truly,  there  is  nothing  ei- 
ther more  deformed  and  vile  in  itfelf,  or 
more  difquieting  and  tormenting  to  the 
Soul,  or  more  dangerous  in  the  Con- 
fequences  of  it,  than  l'uch  a  Pofture  of  Spi- 
rit, a  difcontented  Humour  againft 
God's  Providence.  Whether  it  be  in 
with-holding  that  good  Thing  from  us 
which  we  deiire,  or  fending  that  which 
crofTeth  pur  Humour  ;  whether  Sicknefs, 
or  Want,  or  Reproach,  or  Difrefpeft ; 
whatfoever  it  be  that  the  Heart  is  naturally 
carried  to  purfue  or  efchew.  What  more 
abominable  and  ugly  Vifage,  than  the 
Countenance  of  an  angry  and  furious 
Perfon  ?  But  when  this  is  againft  God,  it 
adds  .infinitely  to  the  Deformity  anJ  Vile- 
nefs  oC  it.  I  do  well  to  be  angry  is 
the  Motto  of  a  difcontented  Soul.  It  e- 
r efts  an  imaginary  Sovereignty  againft  true 
Sovereignty  :  It  fets  up  an  Antiprovi- 
dencev  it  eftablirtieth  another  Divine 
Power  and  Wifdom,  and  brings  the  Ma- 
jefty,  Highnefs  and  Holinefs  of  God  down 
to  be  tread  upon  by  the  Creature.  And 
then  it  is  its  own  Tormenter,  a  Sin  that 
needs  no  Punifhment,  but  itfelf:  The  In- 
furreftion  and  Mutiny  of  the  Heart  a- 
gainft  God's  Will  lets  all  the  Powers  of  the 
Soul  out  of  Courfe.vexes.pains  and  difquiets 
all.  There  is  no  Peace  and  Tranquility, 
but  in  the  Complacency  of  the  Heart  with 
Gods  Heart;  as  Epbraim  <was  like  a  Bul- 
lock unaccuftomed  with  the  Yoke,  Jer. 
xxxi.  18.  the  more  he  fretted  and  fpurn- 
ed  at  his  Yoke,  the  more  it  galled  him, 
and  grieved  Mm,  till  he  was  inftrucled, 
and  then  he  was  eafed.  This  fills  the 
Soul  with  hideous  tormenting  Thoughts 
and  Cares:  This  feeds  upon  its  own 
Marrow,  and  confumes  it  (  as  fome  have 
made  the  Emblem  of  Envy  )  which  is  a 
particular  Kind  of  this  Enmity  :  As  if  you 
would  imagine  a  Creature,  that  did  wafte 
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ind  coafume  all  its  Moifture  and  Marrow, 
and  feed  upon  the  Deftruaion  of .  itfelf. 
Now,  this  is  but  the  Prelude  of  what  fol- 
lows ;  this  Self-puniftiment  is  a  Meflen- 
ger  to  tell  what  is  coming,  th«  the  moft 


high  God  is  engaged  in  his  Power  againft 
fuch  a  Perfon,  and  (hall  vent  his  Difplea- 
fure  to  their  eternal  Difpkafiire  ;  that  is 
the  Fruit  of  this  Enmity, 
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Ver.  7,  8.  The  carnal  Mind  is  Enmity  againft  God:  And 
cannot  befubjeSf  to  the  Lata  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be. 
So  then  they  who  are  in  Flejh*  cannot  pleafe  Godj 


IT  is  not  the  lead  of  Man's  Evils,  that 
he  knows  not  how  Evil  he  is  ;  there- 
fore the  Searcher  of  the  Heart  of  Man, 
gives  the  moft  perfeft  Account  6f  it,  Jer. 
xvii.  1 2.  Tie  Heart  if  deceitful  above 
all  firings  >  as  well  as  dtfperatttj  wick- 
ed. Two  Things  fuperlative  and  excef- 
five  in  it,  bordering  upon  an  Infinitenels, 
fuch  as  Sin  is  capable  of,  Wickedneis  and 
Deceitfulnefs!  And  indeed,  that  which 
makes  the  wicked  Heart  (Mperatejy  and 
hopelefly  fo,  is  the  Deceitfulnefs  of  it. 
There  are  many  fpecious  Coverings  got- 
ten to  palliate  this  Wickedneis  and  Enmi- 
ty* and  fo  many  invifible  and  fpiritual 
Wickednefles  in  the  Heart,  that  it  is  no 
Wonder,  that  they  lurk  and  dwell  with, 
out  Obfervation.  Sin  is  either  covered 
with  fome  deceivable  Pretext  of  another 
Thing,  or  altogether  efcapes  the  dim 
Eyes  of  Men,  becaufe  of  its  fubtile  and 
fpiritual  Nature.  Both  are  in  this  Baft- 
nefc :  The  Enmity  of  Man's  Heart  a- 
gainft  God  is  fofubtilea  Thing  in  many,, 
and  it  is  (hrouded  over  with  fome  other  I 


Pretences  in  all,  that  few  get  the  lively 
Difcovery  and  Senfe  of  it.  It  is  true,  it 
is  very  grofs  and  palpable  in  the  moft  Pfut  * 
of  Men,  vflible,  I  mean,  upon  them,  tho^ 
not  to  themfelves.  Any,  whole  Eyes  are* 
opened,  may  behold,  the  black  Vifage  of 
Rebellion  in  the  moft  Part  of  the  A&ngs 
and  Courfes  of  Men,  as  the  Apoftie,  Gal. 
vi.  fpeaks,  The  Works  of  the  Flejb  are 
matdfefl.  Truly  this  Enmity  againf 
God  is  too  too  manifeft  in  moft  Part,  the  * 
Weapons  of  your  Warfare  againft  God 
being  fo  carnal  and  vifible,  your  Oppositi- 
on to  his  holy  Will  and  Ways  being  fo 
palpable.  There  is  an  Enmity  afted  by 
many  in  the  Tenor  of  their  Conventi- 
on, without  God  in  the  World,  and  againft 
God ;  as  appears  in  all  your  inveterate  and 
godlefs  Cuftoms  of  Lying,  Swearing, 
Curling,  Drunkennels,  Railing,  Sabbath- 
breaking,  Negletf  of  Prayerrand  fuch  like  ; 
which  carry  in  their  Pore  brow  this  In- 
fcription,  uigainft  the  known  God,  op. 
polite  to  that  of  the  Atbenains  AltarJ 
The  God  whom  you  pretend  to  know  ind 
M  m  wqt« 
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worftiip,  his  Name  is  every  Day  blaffbe- 
med,  his  Word  flighted,  his  Will  dif- 
obeyed,  as  if  you  had  proclaimed  War  a- 
ujnft  him.    Bus  there  is  in  feme  (  and  1 
rear  a  great  many  )  not  only  sua  aGted* 
but.  an  affeCted  Enmity  too.    Enmity 
riling  up  to  the  Maturity  and  Ripened  of 
MaHpnty  and  Hatred  *of  the  Image  of 
God,  in  all  his  Children.    Some  are  not 
willing  to  go  to  Heaven,  yet  they  do  not 
difturb  others  in  their  Journey  ;  they  can 
let  others  be  religious  about  them,  and 
rawly  defire  to  be  like  them :  But  others 
there  are,  who  will   neither    enter  into 
Heaven  themfelves,  nor  let  others  enter, 
asChrift  fpeaks  of  the  Pbarifeeu  Mat. 
xxiii.  13.    They  bate  the  Light  of  ano- 
ther's Conversion,  becaufe  their  own 
Deeds  are  evil,  and  are  reproved  and  con- 
demned by  it.    'Tis  faidf  Rev.  xi.  10. 
the  Witnejfes  tormented  them  thai  dwelt 
on  the  Earth.    It  is  ftrange,  what  a  Tor- 
ment it  is  to  the  World,  that  the  godly 
are  in  it  •  Piety  is  an  Eye-fore  to  many  : 
If  they  could  extirpate  all  that  bears  that 
Image,  they  would  think  it  fweet  as  Bread, 
Pfal.  xiv.    This  is  a  more  open  and  de- 
clared Enmity  againft  the  God  of  Heaven ; 
and  yet  I  know  it  lurks  under  the. Mask 
"  of  feme  other  Thing.    You  pretend  to 
hate    Hypocrify    only ;     alas .»    what  a 
Scorn  is  it  for  Profanity  to  hate  Hypocri* 
fy  ?  •  Sure  it  is  not  becaufe  it  is  a  Sin,  but 
tor  the  very  Shadow  of  Piety  it  carries. 
You  hate  the  Thing  it  fclf  fo  perfetfly, 
that  you  cannot  indure  the  very  Pi&ure 
of  it.     Do  not  deceive  your  felVes,  the 
true  Quarrel  is,  becaufe  they  run  not  to 
the  fame  Excefs  of  Riot  with  you :  If 
Aey   will  lie,   cofcen,    defraud,    fwear, 
and  blafpheme  as  other  .Men,  you  could 
endure  to  make  them   Companions,  as 
you  da  others;  and  the  Principle  of  that 
is,  the  Ennuty  that  was  placed  in  the  Be- 


ginning r  That  mortal  irreconcilable  Feud, 
betwixt  the  two  Families,  are  two  Seeds 
of  Cbrift  and  Satan. 

But  (as  I  told  you  )  this  Enmity  aftsin 
a  more  fubtile  and  invifible  Way  in  fome, 
and  it  is  painted  over  with  fome  fair  Co- 
Jours,  to  hide  the  Deformity  of  it :  Not 
only  the  grofler  Corruptions  of  Men  carry 
this  Stamp,  but  take  even  the  rnoft  refin- 
ed Piece  or  Part  in  Man ;  take  his 
Mind,  take  the  Excellency  of  bis  Mind. 
even  the  Wifdom  of  it ;  yet  that  hath 
Enmity  incorporated  into  it,  and  mixed 
with  it  throughout  all ;  for  the  Wifdom 
of  the  Flejb  is  Enmity  with  God,  as  it 
may  be  read,  pfttrque,  the  very  Prudence 
and  Reafon  «f  a  natural  Man,  which 
carries  him  to  a  Diftaace  from,  and  Op. 
pofition  with,  the  common  Defilements 
in  die  Courfes  of  Men;  yet  that  hath 
in  its  Bofom  a  more  exquifite  and  re- 
fined Enmity  againft  God :  And  fo  the 
more  fpirituaJ  and  purified  it  befrom  grof- 
fcr  Corruptions,  it  is  the  more  aftiye  and 
powerful  againft  God,  becaufe  it  is,  as  it 
were,  the  very  Spirit  and  Quintessence 
of  Enmity.  You  fee  ir,  1  Cor.  i.  how 
the  Wifdom  of  God  is  Foolijbnefs  to  tbc 
mfdom  ofjbe  World ;  and  then  again, 
that  fbe .  mfdom  of  the  World  is  the 
ffeateft  Folly  to  the  only  wife  God. 
Men,  that  have  many  natural  Advantages 
beyond  others,  are  at  this  great  Dii- 
advantage,  they  are  more  ready  to 
defpife  Godlinefs,  as  too  bafe  and  fimple 
a  Thing,  to  adorn  their  .Natures:  As 
Chrilt  faid  of  rich  Men,  it  may  be  faid 
of  wife  Men,  of  learned  Men,  of  civil 
and  blamelefs  Perfons,  who  have  a  fmooth 
Carriage  before  the  World,  bow  bard  is 
itforfucb  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven .'  Hard  indeedx  for  they  inuil 
be  ftript  naked  of  that,  ere  they  can  enter 
through  this  narrow  Ga*i  1  mean,  the 
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Opinion    and  Conceit,   of  any  Worth 
or  Excellency,  and  fo  diqiiniihed  in  their 
own  Eyes,   that  they   may  go  through 
this  Needle's  Eye  without  crufhing. 
t  The  Stream  of  Enmity  runs  under 
Ground  often,  and  fo  hides  it  felf  under 
feme  other  Notion,  till  at  length  it  burft 
forth  openly.   I  find  it  commonly  ruasb 
the  fee  ret  Channel  of  Amity  or  Friendfoip 
to  fome  other  Thing  oppofite  to  God : 
So  James  iv.  4.  the  Amity  of  the  World 
is  Enmity  with  God;  2nd  I  Job.  ii.  15. 
He  that  lovetb  the  World,  tbeZove 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  bim.    There  are 
two  dark  and  under-ground  Conduits,  to 
convey  this  Enmity  againft  God,  Amity 
to  the 'World,  and  Amity  to  our  felves, 
Self-love,  and  Creature4eme.    We  can- 
not denounce  War  openly  againft  Hear  en, 
but  this  is  the .  next  Courfe,  to  join  to, 
or  aflbciate  witH|pny  Party  that  is  contrary 
to  God;  and  thus,  under  the  Covert  of 
Friendftiip  to  our  felves,  and  Love  to  the 
World,  we  war  againft  God,  and  def 
troy  our  ♦own  Souls.    I  lay,  Firfl>  Ami- 
ty to  the  World  carries  Enmity  to  God 
in  the  Bofora  of  it :  And  if  you  believe 
Opt  this,  hear  the  Apoftle's  (harp  and 
l*ogent  Queftion,  You  Adulterers  and 
jidulterejfes,  know  you  not  that  the 
Amity  of  the  World  is  Enmity  mtb 
Cod  *  He  doth  not  (peak  only  to  Per- 
fens  guilty  of  that  Crime,  but  to  all  na- 
tural Men,   who  are  guilty  of  Adul- 
tly or  Whoredom  of   a  more  fpiritual 
Nature,  but  as  abominable  and  more  dan- 
ferous.    There  is  a  Bond  aid  fpecial 
Tye  betwixt  all  Men   and  God  their 
Maker,  which  obligeth  to  conftcrate  and 
devout  themfelves,  their  Afieffioos  and 
Endeavours  to  his  Honour,  especially 
when  the  Covenaju  of  the  Galpcl  is  fu- 
peradded  unto  that,  in  which  Jefiis  Chrift 
our  Lord  rercals  himfe£  M  having  ooly 
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Right  to  us  and  our  Attentions ;  as  wil- 
ling to  beftow  himfelf  upon  us ;  and  oot- 
withftanding  of  all  the  Diftance  between 
him  and  wretched  Sinners,  yet  filling  it 
up  with  his  infinite  Love,  and  wonderful 
•Condefcendency,  dimming  himfelf  to  the 
Form  of  a  Serv#t,  out  of  Love,  that  lb 
he  might  take  us  -up  to  be  his  chaft 
Spoufe,  and  adorn  us  with  his  Beauty. 
This  he  challenge*  of  us,  whoever  hear 
and  profefs  the  Gofpel.  This  is  your 
Profeflion  (  if  ye  underftood  it  )  Tbat 
Jefus  CbriftJbaU  be  your  Well-beloved, 
and  ye  iis ;  that  you  (hall  feparate  your 
felf  to  him,  and  admit  no  Stranger  in  his 
Place;  that  the  choife  and  Marrow  of 
your  Joy,  Love  and  Delight,  (hall  be 
beftowedon  him.  Now,  this  Bond  and 
Tye  of  a  profefled  Relation  to  that 
glorious  Husband,  is  foully  broken  by  the 
moft  Part,  by  efpoufing  their  Affections 
to  this  bafe  World."  Your  Hearts  are 
'turned  off  him  unto  Strangers,  that  is,  pre- 
fent peridung  Things;  Whereas  the  In- 
tendment of  the  Gofpel  is,  To  prefent 
you  to  Cbrifi  a/  pure  ffr&ns,  2  Cor. 
is.  s.  Truly  your  Hearts  are  gone  *- 
whoring  after  other  Things;  the  JLpve 
of  the  World  hath  'withdrawn  you,  or 
kept  you  in  Chains;  thefe  prefent  Things, 
areas  Snares,  Nets  and, Bands;  as  an 
Harlot's  Hands  and  HearU  £cd.  vjj- 
a6.  they  are  powerful  Inchantments  over 
you,  which  bewitch  .yob  to  a  bafe  Love;, 
from  an  honourable  and  glorious  Love. 
;0  that  yon  would  confident,  my  Be? 
iove^,  what  Oppofitiouihere  is  betwi* 
■the  Love  of  the  World,  and  the  Love  of 
the  Father ;  betwixt  Amity  to  that  which 
hath  nothing  in  it,  but  fome  prefent  Bait 
to  your  deceitful  Lufts,  and  Amity  to 
God,  your  only  lawful  Husband.  Afi 
fe&ion  is  a  transforming  and  conforming 
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Love  of  God  would  purify  thy  Heart, 
and "  lift  it  up  to  more  Similitude  to  him 
whom  thou  loves  ;  but  the  Love  of  the 
World  affimilates  it  unto  the  World, 
mikes  it  fuch  a  bafe  and  ignoble  Piece,  as 
the  Earth  is.  Do  youjthink  Marriage- 
affeftion  can  be  parted  #  My  Well-be 
loved  is  mine  ;  therefore  the  Church  is 
the  Turtle,  the  Dove  toChrift,  of  won- 
derful Chaftity :  It  never  joins  but  to  one, 
and  after  the  Death  of  its  Marrow,  it 
fighs  and  mourns  ever  after,  and  fits  folita- 
rily.  You  rauft  retire,  my  Beloved,  and 
difingage  from  the  Love  of  other  Things, 
or  you  cannot  love  Chrift  ;  and  if  you 
love  not  Chrift,  you  cannot  have  Peace 
with  the  Father :  And  if  you  have  not 
that  Peace,  you  cannot  have  life.  This 
is  the  Chain  of  Life ;  the  firft  Link  begins 
at  theDivorcement  of  all  Manner  of  Loves 
and  beloved  Idols:  Once  the  Soul  muft 
be  loofed  in  Deiire  and  Delight,  and  that 
Link  muft  be  faftned  upon  the  moft  lovely 
and  defirable  Objeft,  Cbrift,  tbe  Defire 
of  tbe  Nations:-  And  this  draws  alongs 
smother  Link  of  Peace  and  Life  with  it. 
Do  not  miftake  it,  Religion  would  not 
hinder  or  prejudge  yopr  lawful  Bufinefi 
in  this  World :  O,  it  were  the  moft  com- 
pendious Way  to  advas^e  it,  with  more 
Eafe  to  your  Souls!  But  certainly  it* 
will  teach  you  to  exchange  the  Love  of 
thefe  Things  for  a  better  and  more  heart- 
contenting  Love. 

Then,  Amity  to  our  fehe  sis  Enmity 
to  Cod  ;  and  truly  this  is  the  laft 
ftrong  Hold  that  holds  out  longeft  againft 
Cod,  when  others  may  be  beaten  down, 
or  fiirreadered.  Poflfcly  a  Man  may  at- 
tain to  this,  to  defpife  thefe  lowet  Tilings, 
as  below  hi*  natural  Dignity  and  the  Ex-  j 
celiency  of  Ws  Spirit;  ibme  may  re- 
nounce much  of  that  Friendfhtp  with 
worldly  and  temporal  Tfcngs  as  being 


fordid  and  bafe :  But  the,  Enmity  gets  m* 
to  this  ftrong  and  invifible  Tower  of 
Darknefi,  Selflave  and  Pride ;  and 
herefqre  the  Apoftle  John  makes  this  the 
laft  and  chiefeft,  the  Pride  of  Life, 
i  Joh.  ii.  1 6.  When  the  Lufts  of  the 
L:yes  and  Fle/h  are  in  fome  Meafure  *> 
bated,  this  is  but  growing ;  and  what  de- 
-Teafeth  of  thefe,  feems  to  accrefce  unio 
this :  As  if  Self-love  and  Pride  did  feed 
and  nourilh  it  felf  upon  the  Aflies  or  Con- 
fumption  of  other  Vices.  Yea,  it  draws 
Sap  from  Graces  and  virtues,  and 
grows  thereby,  till  at  length  it  kill  that 
wfiich  nourifhed  it :  And  indeed  the  A- 
poftle  James  feems  to  proceed  to  this, 
Fer.  5,  6.  when  he  minds  us  that  God 
refifietb  the  proud,  and  givetb  Grace 
to  the  bumble.  Dotb  the  Scripture  fay 
tbis  in  vain  ?  faith  he.  Is  not  Self-am* 
ty,  as  well  Enmity  as  tilt  Amity  of  the 
<forld*  and  therefore  God  oppofes  him- 
lelf  unto  it,  as  the  very  grand  Enmty. 
Self\%  the  great  Lord,  the  <frcb-rebel% 
the  Head  of  al!  the  Oppofitioat  that  in 
which  they  do  ail  center ;  and  when  all 
the  inferior  Soldiers  are  Captives,  or 
killed,  this  is  laft  in  the  Field,  it  lives 
firft  in  oppofition,  and  dies  laft,  primum 
vivens,  &  ultimum  martens.  When 
a  Man  n  ftparated  ftom  many  Things, 
yet  he  may  be  but  more  conjoyned  to 
bimjelf,  and  lb  the  further  digoyixd  from 
God.  Of  all  die  vile  Rags  of  the  old 
Man,  this  b  neareft  the  Skin,  and  laft 
put  off:  Of  all  the  Members,  Selfh  the 
Heart,  firft  alive,  and  laft  alive.  When 
Enmity  is  conftrained  to  render  up  the 
outward  Members  of  the  Body,  to  yield 
them  to  a  more  fmooth  arid  fair  Carriage* 
to  a  civil  Behaviour  ;  when  the  MTnd  it* 
felf  is  forced  to  yield  unto  ibme  Light  of 
Truth,  and  Knowledge  of  tbeGofpel; 
yet  the  Enmity  retires  into  the  Bean, 

and 


on 


n  Romans    viii.  69  7. 


and  fortifies  it  the  ftronger,  by  Self-love. 
and  Self-eftimation ;  as  in  Winter*  the 
encompafling  Cold  makes  the  Heat 'to 
combine  it  felf  together  in  the  Bowels  of 
the  Earth,  and  by  this  Means  the  Springs 
are  hotter  than  in  Summer ;  fo  the  fur- 
rounding  Light  of  the  Gofpel,  or  Educa- 
tion, or  naiural  Honefty,  drives  the  Heat 
and  Strength  of  Enmity  inward,  where 
it  fortifies  it  felf  more :  This  is  that  ac- 
curfed  Antiperiftajis ,  that  is  made  by 
the  Concurrence  of  fome  Advantages  of 
Knowledge  and  Civility,  and  fuch  like. 
The  Blood  of  Enmity  againft  God  gets 
in  about  the  Heart  when  it  is  chafed  for 
Fear  out  of  the  outward  Man :  There- 
tore,  the  very  firft  and  fundamental  Prin- 
ciple of  Christianity,  is.  Let  a  Man  de- 
ny bimfelf,  and  fo  be  Jbatt  be  my  Dif 
cifle  ;  he  muft  become  a  Fool  in  his 
•wn  Eyes,  though  he  be  wife,  that  he 
may  be  wife,  i  Cor.  iii.  x8.  he  muft 
become  as  ungodly,  though  godly,  that 
he  may  be  juftified  by  Faith,.  Rom.  ir. 
5.  he  mud  forfake  himfelf,  that  he  may 
indeed  find  himfelf,  or  get  a  better  felf 
in  another ;  he  muft  not  eat  much  Honey,. 
that  is  not  good,  it  would  fwcll  himtho' 
it  be  pleafant :  He  muft  not  Search  bis 
iwn  Glory,  or  rerleft  much  upon  it,  if 
be  would  be  a  Follower  and  Friend  of 
Chrift.  Look,  how  much  foever  you  en- 
gage to  your  felves  Efteein,  or  defire 
to  be  efteemed  of  others,  to  reffeft  with 
Complacency  on  your  felves,  to  mind 
your  own  Satisfaction  and  Eftimation  in 
what  you  do^  fo  much  you  difingage  from 
Jefus  Chrift,  for  thefe  are  contrary  Points : 
*Tis  a  direftMotion  towards  Chrift,  'tis  an 
inverfe  and  backward  Motion  towards 
our  felves  ;  and  fo  much  as  we  move 
that  Way,  we  promove  not,  but  lofe  of 
our  way,  and  are  further  from  the  tru4 
End.    EzitieFi  living  Creatures,  may 
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be  an  Emblem  of  a  Christian's  MotkA,  ft* 
returns  not  as   be  goes,  he  makes  »• ' 
ftraight  Line  to  God,  wWtherfoever  he " 
turn  him  v   but  Nature  makes  all  crook- 
ed Lines,  they  feem  to  go  forth  in  Obe- 
dience to  God,  but  they  have  a  Secret  un-  - 
feen  Reflection  into  its  own  Bofom.  And 
this  is  the  greateft  Aft  of  Enmity,  to  ido- 
lize God,  and  deifie  our  felves :  We 
make  him  a  Cypher,  and  facrifkre  to  our  ' 
felves :  His  peculiar  mcommtyiicable  Pro- 
perty, of  Alpha  and  Omega,  that  we  da 
facrilegjoufly  attribute  to  our  felves,  the 
Beginning  of  our  Notions,  and  End  of 
them  too.    This  is  the   crooked  Line, 
.that  Nature  cannot  poflibiy  move  out  of, 
till  a  higher  Spirit  come,  and  reftore  her 
that  baited,  and  make  plain  her  Paths. 
That  which  is  added,  as  a  Reafbir,  o- 
plains  thisv  Enmity  more  clearly;  Be- 
caufeit  cannot  hejubjeft,  &c.    Trury  \ 
th$fe  two  forementtoned  Amities  of  the** 
World  and  of  our  felves,'  do  withdraw 
Men  wholly  from  the  orderly  Subje&ionr 
.that  they  owe  to  the  Law  of  God.    Order 
is  the  Beauty  of  every  Thing,  of  Narurer 
of  Art,  of  the  whole  Univerfe,  and  of  the 
feveral  Parts,  Kingdoms  and  Republic^ 
of  it.    Tids*  indeed  a  the  very  Btauqr 
of  the  World,  alf  Things  fubordinate  to>- 
him  that  made  them ;  only  miferable 
Man  hath  broken  this  Order,  and  mar* 
ried  this  Beauty,  and  he  cannot1  he  Jkh- 
je€t  v;p*vfffoi3,    «mot   come    *&** 
mto  that  orderly  Station- and  Subordina- 
tion Re  was  once  into.    This  is  the  only 
Gap  or  Breach  of  the  Creation.    And  it 
is  fome  other  Engagements  that  draw  htm* 
thus  fir  our  of  Courle,  the  bafe  Love 
of  the  World  and  the  inordinate  Love  of 
bimfelf  O  thefe  make  his  Neck  fti/T,  that 
cannot  bow  to  the  Yoke  of  Obedience? 
Thefe  have  oppofite  and  contrary  Com- 
mands,  and  no  Man  canferve  two 
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Mafters.  When  the  Commands  of  the 
neat  Lord,  Self,  comet  in  oppofition 
#Uh  the  Commands  of  God,  then  be  can- 
not be  fubjeft  to  the  Law  of  God.  For 
a  Time,  in  feme  Things,  he  may  re- 
fetnbie  a  Subjection,  when  the  Will  of 
Self,  and.the  Will  of  God  commands  in 
one  Point,  as  fomeome*  they  do  by  Ac- 
cident ;  but  that  is  neither  frequent  nor 
conftant.  - 

Not  only,  he  is  ml  fubjeft,  but.  there 
tsworfiin  it,  be  cannot  be  fubjeft  to 
the  LawqfGod.    This  Uncertainly  to 
throw  down  the  natural  Pride  of  Man, 
that  always  apprehends  fume  remanent 
Ability  in  himfelf.  'You  think  flill  to  make 
your  (toes  better/and  when  convinced 
or  challenged  for  So*  to  make  amends, 
and  reform  your  Lives.    You  ule  to  pro- 
mn%  thefc  Things  as  lightly  and  eafily,  as 
if  they  were  wholly  in  your  Power,  and 
as  if  you  did  only  delay  them  foe  Ad- 
Tfntage  ;  and  truly  it  fcems.  this  Principle 
<£  Self  Sufficiency  is  engraven  on  Mens 
Heaiu,  when  rtfcy  procrastinate  and  delay 
^epenupce,  and  earned  minding  of  Ke- 
Mpnjl  to  feme  other  fitter  Seafen,  as  if  it. 
were  in  their  Liberty,  to  apply  to  it  when 
flUy  pteafe  i  And  when  you  are  urged 
and  perfinded  to  feme  Reformation,  you 
take  in  ftindA  even  as  that  People,  Jet. 
*lii*  6W  ao.  tfbofaid,  all  that  the  Lord 
bath  f aid,  we  mil  do*  You.. can  ftrikc 
Hands,  and  engage  to  ferve  the.  Lord,  as 
eafily,  as  that  People  in  Jojbuauiv.  18, 
19.  But  we  may  by*  Oh  that  there  were 
fiich  a  Heart  in  you  1  But  alas*fech  a  Heart 
is  not  in  you!    You  canmtjerve  tbe 
Lard,  for  be  is  holy  and  jealous,  and 
ye  are  not  only  weak,  but  wicked. .  I  be- 
fetch  you  then,  believe  this  one  Tefli- 
mony  that  God  hath  given  of  Man,  even 
the  choiceft  Thing  in  Man ,  tbe  very  fPif 
dm  of  anatural  Man,  It  is  mt  fubjeft 


to  Gods  Law,  and  it  cannot  be  better, 
neither  can  it  be  fubjeft.  Refelurion, 
Ihdujfry,  Vows  and  Covenants  will  not 
effcft  this,  till  the  inoft  High  break  and 
bow  the  Heart.  And  not  only  is  this 
Enmity  againfttheold  Law  of  Command- 
ments an  Antipathy  at  them,  as  eroding 
our  Lufts;  but  even  againft  the  new  and 
living  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in 
Chrift. 

Here  is  your  Milery,  you  can  neither 
be  fubjeft  to  the  Law  at  commanding  to 
obey  it,  of  threat  ning  for  Difobedience 
to  it,  nor  to  the  Golpel  as  promifing  to 
believe  and  receive  it.  The  Law  com- 
mands, but  your  Law  countermands  with- 
in; the  Liw  threatens  and  fcmenccs 
you  with  Condemnation,  but  .you  have 
feme  felf-pleafingDelufion  and  Dream  in 
your  Heads,  anldblefs  your  felves  in  your 
own  Hearts,  even  though  ye  walk  in  the 
Imagination  of  your  Hearts,  contrary  to 
the  Law,  Deut.  uix.  It  is  ftrange  that 
you  do  not  fore-apprehend  and  fear  Hell  • 
But  'tis  this  Delufionpoflefles  the  Heart, 
yqujban  not  die:  It  was  the  nrft  Aft  of 
Enmity,  not  only  the  Tranlgreffion  of 
the  Command,  but  Unbelief  of  the  Truth 
of  the  Curie :  And  that  whtoh  firft  en< 
couraged  Man  to  Sin,  encourages  you 
all  to  \y  into  it,  and  continue  in  it,  a 
Fanci  ofefcapinz  fPrqtb.  This  Noifc 
fills  the  Heart :  Satan  whifpers  it  in  the 
Ear,  Go  on,  foujball  not  die.  Thus  it 
.appears,  that  the  natural  Mind  cannot  be 
fubjeft  to  the  Law  of  God,  no  Perfla- 
tion, no  Inftruftion,  can  infbrce  this  Be- 
lief of  your  damnable  Condition  upon 
you. 

But  then,  when  the  Enmity  is  beaten 
out  of  this  Port,  and  a  Soul  is  really  con- 
vinced of  its  defperate  and  loft  Eftate, 
when  the  Heart  is  brought  down  to  Sub- 
jeftioo.  to  take  with  that  dreadful  Sen- 
tence; 
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fence;  yet  there  is  another  Tower  of 
Enmity  in  the  Heart,  that  can  keep  out. 
againft  the  Weapons  of  the  Go(peI,  fuch 
is  Paul  mentions,  JRam.  t.  $.' Beit* 
ignorant  of  the  Rirbteoufnefs  of  God* 
tbey  went  about  to  eftabiijb  tbeir  own,  and 
could  not  fubmit  to  the  Rigbteoufnefsof 
Cod.  There  is  a  mttoral  Pride  and  Stiff- 
nek  of  Heart,  that  we  cannot  endure  but 
to  have  foroething  in  our  selves,  to  reft 
on,  and  tab  Pleafiire  into :  And  when  a 
Soul  fees  nothing,  it'  rather  vexes  and 
torments  kfeff,  as  grieving  becaufe  it 
hath  no  Ornament  or  Covering  of  its 
own,  nor  rejoiceth  and  delightethin  that 
Righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed  in  Chrift. 
O  the  Difficulty  to»bow  down  lb  low, as  to 
'  put  on  another's  Righteoufnefs  over  our 
Nakednefs  !  And  (houM  it  be  called  Sub- 
miffton  ?  Is  it  not  rather  the  elevating, 
and  exalting  of  a  Soul  ?  Tet  in  refpeft  of 
our  natural  Pofture  oTSpirit,  it  is  a  Mat- 
ter of  great  Difficulty,  to  make  a  felf- 
tondemned  Sinner  fubmit  to  this,  to  be 
faved  freely,  without  Money  or  Price, 
by  another's  Ranfoin.'  What  empty,  vain 
and  frivolous  Expiations  and  Satisfactions 
will  Souls  invent,  rather  than  truft  all  to 
this?    How  long  will  poor  Souls  wander 


abroad,  from  Hill  to  Mounts*)!,  Meeting 
fome  inherent  Qualification,  to  com* 
mend  them,  aad  leave  this  Gardes)-  ind 
Faracfife  of  Delights,  ^hich  is  opened  tip 
in  Chrift  ?  Souls  look  every  where  for 
Help,  till  all  Hands  fail ;  and  then  Ne- 
cejffhy  conftfains  them  to  come*  hither  ; 
but  indeed,  Neceffity  brought  in  Cha- 
rity, and  AnAty  keeps  in,  when  once 
he  taows  what  Entertainmim  is  in  Chrift. 
As  for  you,  who  ts  yet  have  not  loop- 
ed to. the  Sentence  of  Wrathy  how  wUI 
you  fubmit  to  the  Righteoulhefi  of  God  I 
But  I  wonder  bow  you  imagine  this  to  be 
fo  eafy  a  Thing,  To  believe  f  You  hy 
you  did  always  believe  in  Chriftr  and  that 
your  Hearts  are  ftillon  him,  and  that 
you  do  it  Night  and  Day.  '  Now,  there 
needs  no  other  Argument,  *  to  per- 
fuade  that  you  do  not  at  all  believe  in  the 
Gofpel,  who  have  apprehended  do 
more  Difficulty  in.it,  no  more  Contrariety 
to  youf  rebellious  Natures  in  it:  Let  this 
one  Word  go  home  with  you,  and  con- 
vince yoitof  your  Unbelief,  Tie  natural ' 
Mind  is  notjubjefi  to  the  Law  of  God,  ., 
neither  indeed  can  it  be.  How  then 
do  you  comefo  eafily  by  it?  Certainly  it 
smift  be  feigffed  and  counterfeit* 
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Verfe  8.  So  then  tbey  that  are  i*  the  Fkjb,  cannot  pkafc 
God. 


IT  is  a  kind  of  Hagpmefs  to  Mfen,  to 
pfeafe  them- upon  whom  they  depend, 
and  upon  whofe  Ftvour  their  Well-being 


hangs.     It  is  the  Servants  Happineft  to  - 
►leafehisMafter,  the  Courtiers  to  pieafe 
ds  Prince j  and  fo  generally,  whoroeretf 

the^ 
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they  $at  are  joiaxi  in  mutual  Relations, 
and  depend  one  upon  another ;  that  which 
max**  all  pleafiuit,  ig  this,  Zb  pleafe  one 
another.    Now,   certainly  all  the  De- 
pendencies of  Creatures  one  upon  another, 
are  but  Shadows  unto  the  abfoiute  Depen- 
dance  of  Creatures  upon  the  Creator,  for 
in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our 
Being :  The  Dependance  of  the  Ray  up- 
on the  Sun,  df  the  Stream  upon  the  Foun- 
tain, is  one  of  the  greateit  in  Nature  ;  but 
att  Creatures  hare  a  more  neceflary  Con- 
nexion with  this  Fountain-being,  both  in 
their  Being    and  Weil-being:  They  are 
nothing  but  a  Flux  and  Emanation  of  his 
Power  and  Pteafure,  and,  as  the  Pfabnift 
cxprefleth  it,  He  tides  bis  Face,  and 
they  are  troubled,  be  takes  away  their 
Breath,  and  tbey  die,  and  return  to  their 
Duft  r  He  fends  firth  bis  Stoirit,  and 
they  are  created,  arid  be  rfnews  the 
Face  of  the  Earth,  Pfcl.  cxliv.  29,  30. 
You  may  extend  this  to  the  Being  and 
Well-being,   the  Happinefs  and  Mifery  or 
Creatures ;  our  Souls  which  mimate  our 
Bodies   are    but  his  Breath    which  he 
breathed  into  the  Duft,  andean  retract  it 
when  he  pleifeth :  TheLifeof  our  Souls, 
the  Peace,  and  Tranquility,  and  Satif- 
faftion  is  another  Breathing  of  his  Spirit, 
and  another  Look  of  his  Countenance,  and 
as  he  pleafes  to  withdraw  it,  or  interpofe 
between  his  Face  and  us,  fo  we  live  or 
die,  are  blefled  or  miferable.     Our  Being 
or    Well-being  hath    a  more   indifpen- 
lible  Dependance  on  him,   than    the  I 
mage  in  the  Glafs  hath  upon  *the  living 
Face. 

If  U  be  fo  then,  certainly  of  all  Things 
in  the  World,  it  concerns  us  neareft  how 
to  pleafe  bimjnd  to  be  at  Peace  with  him. 
If  we  be  in  good  Terms  with  him,  in 
wbofe  Hand  our  Breath  is,  and  wbofe 
are  aU  our  IVays,  Dan.  v,  33.    upon 


.  whole  Countenance  our  Mifery  or  Feli- 
city hangs ;  then  certainly,  we  are  hap- 
py: If  we  pleafe  him,  it  matters  not 
whom  we  dilpleafe  ;  for  he  alone  hath  ab- 
solute, uncontroled  and  univer&I  Power 
over  v$,  as  our  Saviour  fpeaks,  over  both 
Sou!  and  Body.    We  may  expetf  that 
his  good  Flea&re  towards  ys  will  not  bt 
fatisfod,  but  in  communicating  his  Fulnefi 
and  manifeftjng  his  Favour  to  us,  efpeci- 
ally  foce  the  Goodnefs  of  God  is  fo  ex- 
undant,  as  to  overflow  even  to  the  wicked 
World,  and  vent  itfeif  as  out  of  Super- 
abundance,   in    a  River   of  Goodnefs 
throughout  the  whole  Earth  ;  how  much 
more  wiJJit  run  abundantly  towards  them 
whom  he  is  well-pleafed  with:  And  there- 
fore the  Pfabnift  cries  out,  as  being  already 
full  in  the  very  Hope  and  Expectation  of 
it,  that  he  would  burft,  if  he  had   the 
Vent  of  Admiration  and  Praife.  O  how 
great  is  bis  Goodnefs,  and  bow  excel- 
lens  his  loving  Kindnefs  laid  up  for 
them  that  fear  bimt   Pfil.  xxxi.  19.  and 
xxxvi.  7.     But  on  the  other  Hand,  how 
incomparable  is  the  Mifery  of  them,  who 
cannot  pleafe  God ;  even  though  they  did 
both  pleafe  themfelves  and  all  others  for 
the  prefent:  To  be  at  odds  with  him,  in 
whom  alone  they  can  fublift,  and  with- 
out whofe  Favour  is  nothing  but  Wretch- 
ednefs  and  Mifery,  O  !  that  (nuft  be  the 
word  and  moft  curfed  Eftate  imaginable : 
To  be  in  fuch  a  State,  as  do  what  they 
can,  they  cannot  pleafe  him,  whom  alone 
to  pleafe  itofonfc  Concernment.whar  can 
be  invented  to  that  ?    Now,  if  you  ask 
who  they  are"  that  are  fuch  ?  The  Words 
ipeai  it  plainly,  in  way  of  Inference  from 
the  former  Dotfrine,  therefore  tbey  that 
are  in  the  Ftejb,  cannot  pleaje  God.   . 
Not,  they  in  whom  there  is  Flejh  \  for 
there  is  Remnants  of  that  in  the  mOft 
fpiritual  Man  in  this  Life :  We  caonot  at- 
tain 
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attain  here  to  angf  lick  Purity,  though  it 

(houJd  be    the    Aim  «»<*  «*«•—-  -      rr^ 

very'Chrutun.  cut  roey  that  are  tn  the 
Fttjh.  or  ajfor  the  Flejb,  impons  the 
Predomination  of  that,  and  an  universal 
Thraldom  of  Nature  unto  it,  which  in- 
deed is  the  State  of  ail  Men  that  are  but 
once  born,  till  a  fecond  Birth  come,  by 
the  Spirit  of  jfefus  Chrift. 

The  Ground  of  this  may  be  taken  from 
the  foregoing  Difcourfe,  and  it  is  chiefly 
twofold  ;  tone  is,  Becaufe  tbey  are  not 
in  Jcfus  Cbrift,  in  whom  bis  Sbul  is 
well  pleafed ;  another  is.  Etcavfe  tbey 
cannot  fiat  and  frame  their  Carriage 
U  bis  Pleafure.  Since  all  Mankind  bath 
fallen  under  the  Difpleafure  of  the  moft 
high  God,  by  finning  againft  him,  in  pre- 
ferring the  Pleafure  of  the  Flelh,  and  the 
Pleafure  of  Satan,  to  the  Pleafure  of  God, 
there  can  be  no  Atonement  found  to 
pacify  him,  no  Sacrifice  to  appeafe  nun, 
no  Ranfom  to  fatisfy  his  Juftice,  but  that 
one  perfea  Offering  for  S\n,Jt/us  Cbrift, 
the  Propitiation  for  the  Stas  of  the  deft 
World.  This  the  Father  accepts,  in  the 
Name  of  Sinners ;  and  in  Teftimony  of 
Hs  Acceptance,  he  cfidiwo  frveral  Times, 
by  a  Voice  from  Heaven,  declare, 
firft  to  a  Multitude,  Mattb.  iit.  17.  and 
then  to  the  beloved  Difciplei,  Mattb. 
xvii.  5.  and  both  Timp,  with  great  Ma- 
jefty  and  Solemnity  (  as  did  become  him  ) 
Zlat  this  is  bis  welUeloved  Son,  in 
whom  bis  Soul  is  well  pleqfed.  Itpkat 
ed  Cod,  to  make  the  Stream  of  hisTove 
to  take  another  Channel  after  Man's  Sin, 
and  not  v  to  run  immediately  towards 
wretched  Man  ;  but  he  turned  the  Current 
of  his  Love  another  Way,  to  his  own 
Son,  whom  be  choofed  for  that  End,  to  re- 
concile Man,  and  bring  him  unto  Favour  ; 
and  his  Love  going  about,  by  that  Com- 
pais,  comes  in  the  Iflye  .towards  poor  Sih- 
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uers  with  the  greater  Force.  He  hath  ap- 
ggn^Chrift  the  Meetin^place  wicb. 
onbotbi  and  therefoFeliell  &J*™*t 
his  Hand  on  God,  and  Man  to  lay  his 
Hand  on  Man,  and  bring  both  into  ft 
peaceable  and  amicable  Conjunftion.  Now. 
then,  whoever  are  not  in  Jefus  Cbrift, 
as  isfpoken.  Pier,  u  certainly  tbey  cat* 
notpleqfe  God,  do  •  what  they  can ;  be*, 
caufe  God  hath  made  Chrift  the  Center. 
in  which  be  would  have  the  gpod  Pleafure 
of  Sinners  meeting  with  bis  good  Pleafinre ;, 
•and  therefore,  without  Faitb  it  is  impqf 
JiUe  to  fleafe  God,  Heb.  zi.  6.  not  fo 
much  for  the  Excellency  of  the  Aft  itfelf, 
as  for  the  well-pleating  Objeft  of  it,  Cbrift 
The  Love  of  the  Father  is  terminate  (a 
him,  his  Juftice  is  iatisfied  in  him,  his 
■Love  is  well  pleafed  with  the  Excellency, 
ofhisPerfbn;  he  finds  in  him  anObjeft 
of  Delight,  which  is  no  where  elfe ;  and 
his  Jufttce  as  well  pleafed  With  the  Su£ 
Aaency  and  Wortbioefs  of  his  Ranfom  5 
and  without  this  Compafs,  there  it  nei- 
ther Satisfaction  to  the  one,  nor  to  the  o- 
'ther ;  So  then,,  wbyfbever  you  are,  bow*, 
high  foever  your  Degree  in  the  WorkL 
how  fweet  foever  your  Oilpofition,  let 
your  Natures  be  never  <b  good,  your 
Carriage  never  fo  finooth;  yet'  certainly, 
there  is  nothing  in  all  this,  that  can  pleafe 
God,  either  by  an  Objeft  of  Love,  or  a. 
Price  for.  Juftice.  You  are  under  that  e* 
ternal  Difpleafure,  which  will  fall  on  aodi 
crufh  you  to  Pieces.;  Mountains  will  not 
he  to  heavy,  as  it  will  appear  inthat  great 
Day  of  his  Wrath,  jRev.  v\.  I  by,  you 
cannot  come  from  under  that  inuniftett 
Weight  of -eternal  Wrath,  unlets  you  be 
found  in  Jefus  Cbrift,  that  bfefled  Place 
of  Immunity  and  Reftige,  if  you  have  not 
for&ken  your  fclves,  and  your  own  Na- 
tures, and  denjed  your  own  Righteou£ 
No  ntft 
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oefi  as  Dung,  to  be  found  in  him*  cloth- 
ed with  his  Righteoufnefs  and  Satisfaction. 
tf  the  Delight  and  Pleafure  of  $p  jfc* 
towt&tM^t  and  good  Pleafure  of  the 
Father,  that  is,  upon  Us  well-beloved  Son, 
certainty,  the  Pleafure  and  Good-will  of 
God  hath  not  as  yet  fallen  upon  you,  and 
tfiet  with  you  :  Therefore,  if  you  would 
plcafe  God,  be  pleafed  with  Chrift  ;  and 
you  cannot  do  him  a  greater  Pleafure, 
than  believe  i n  him,  Joh.  v.  23.  that  is, 
ibfolutely  refign  yourfelves  untthim,  for 
Salvation  and  SanAification. 

The  other  Ground  is,  Such  as  ate  in 
the  Flejb  cannot  frame  their  Spirits, 
Affe&ions  and  Ways,  to  Gods  good 
Flexure ;  for  their  very  Wifdom,  the 
very  Excellency  that  is  in  them,  is  En- 
mity to  God,  and  cannot  fobjeA  to  his 
|*aw;  and  therefore  tbey  cannot  plcafe 
him.  I  am  fure,  you  may  eafily  refleA 
upon  your  61ves,and  find,  not  with  much 
Search,  but  upon  all  theft,  as  the  Prophet 
Jer.  ft.  34-  fpeak*,.  **fit  is,  not  the  Study 
and  Bufiods  you  have  undertaken,  to 
fteaje  God,  but  the  Bent  and  Mam  of 
your  Aims,  and  Endeavours  is  to  pleale 
y»ur  fclves,  or  ta  pleafe  Men.  This 
snakes  many  Men's  Pains,  even  in  Religi- 
on, difpleafing  to  God ;  becaufe  they  do 
sot  indeed  mind  his  Pleafure,  but  their 
own  or  others  Sajis&Afaft :  What  they 
do*  is  but  to  conform  to  the  Cuftom  of 
die  Time,  or  Commandments  of  Men, 
or  their  ciwn  Humour ;  andall  this  muft 
needs  be  abominable  to  God.  Truly, 
Hat  which  is  in  gieat  Account  among 
Men*  is  Abomination  to  God,  as  our 
Saviour  (peaks  of  the  very  Righteoufoefs 
andprofeflfed  Piety  of  thePhariftes*  Luke 
tiv.  25.  the  more  you  pleale  your  fclves 
and  the  World,  the  further  your  are  from 
•baling  God.    The  very  Beginniqgof 
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pleating  God,  is,  when  a  Soul  falls  in  Dif- 
pleafiire  at  itfelf,  and  Abhorency  of  hit 

.      -     «~timsilillClS  1    tt*r+Frxr~    i,    U  find, 

7%e  bumble  and  contrite  Spirit  I  wilt 
look  unto,  and  dwell  with  Mr,  andJUtb 
Sacrifices  do  pleqfe  God;  Ifa.  Ixvi.  a. 
Pfal.  li-  1 7.  For  the  truth  is,  God  ne- 
ver begins  to  be  pteafint  and  lovely  to  a 
Soul,  till  it  begins  to  fall  out  of  Love  with 
itfelf,  and  grow  lotUbme  in  its  owa  Eyes. 
Therefore  you  may  conclude  this  of  your 
(elves,  <tbat  with  man)  of  you  God  is 
nat  well  pleqfed,  although  you  be  off 
baptized  unto  Cbrift,  and  do  all  eat  of 
that  fame  Jpirituai  Meat,  and  drink  of 
thai  fame  Jpirituai  Drink  ;  though  you 
have  all  Church-privileges,  yet  with  many 
of  you  God  is  not well pleafed,  as  1  Cor. 
*•  *»  3»  4»  5-  not  only  becaufe  theft 
Works  of  the  Flelh  that  are  direftly  op- 
pofite  to  his  known  Will,  fuch  as  For- 
nication, Murmuring,  Grudging  at  God's 
Dispensation,  Curling  and  Swearing,  Ly- 
ing, Prunjcennefi,  Anger,  Malice,  Strifr, 
Variance,,  and  fuch  like,  abound*  as  much 
among  you  as  that  old  People  ;  but  even 
theft  of  you,  that  may  be  free  from  groft 
Oppofition  to  his  holy  Will,  your  Nature 
hath  the  Seed  of  all  that  Enmity,  and  you 
aft  Enmity  in  a  more  covered  Way ;  you 
are  fo  weU  pleafed  with  your  Hives,  your 
chief  Study  is  to  pleafe  Men  :  You  have 
not  given- your  ft  Ives*  to  this  Study,  to 
conform  your  felres  to  the  Pleafure  of 
God ;  therefore  know  your  dreadful  Con* 
<fition,  you  cannot  pleqfe  God,  without 
whole  Favour  and  Pleafure  you  cannot 
but  be  eternally  di/pleafed  and  tormented 
in  your  (elves.  Certainly,  though  now 
you  pleale  your  felves,  yet  the  thy  (hall 
come,  that  you  (hall  be  contrary  to  your 
ielves,  and  all  to  you,  as  it  is  fpoken  as  a 
PuoilhmenroftheJ^w/,  \  Thef.  ii.  15. 
and  there  are  Jon*  Earneft  of  it  in  thir 

Life; 
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Life ;  many  wicked  Perfon*  are  let  contra- 
ry to  themfel  ves,  and  all  to.  diem  $  they  are 
like  Efan,  their  Hand  againft  all,  and  all 
Mens  Hands  againft  them  ;  yea,  their  own 
Confidences  continually  vexing  them: 
This  is  a  Fruit  of  that  fundamental  Dif- 
cord  and  Enmity  between  Men  and  God ; 
and  if  you  find  it  not  now.  you  (hall  find 
at  hereafter. 

But  as  for  you  that  are  in  Jefiis  Chrift, 
who,  being  diipleafed  with  your  (elves, 
kave  fled  unto  the  Weil-beloved,  in  whom 
the  Father  is  well  pleafed,  to  efcape  God's 
Difpleafure ;  I  fay  unto  fiich,  your  Per- 
Ions  God  is  well  pleafed  with  in  Chrift, 
and  this  (hall  make  Way  and  Place  for  Ac- 
ceptance jo  your  weak  and  iffiperfeft  Per- 
formances; this  is  the  Ground  of  yam 
Peace  and  Acceptance ;  and  you  would 
take  it  fo,  and  it  (hall  yield  you  much 
Peace,  when  you  cannot  be  pleafed  with 
your  (elves.  But  I  would  charge  that  up- 
on you,  that  as  you  by  believing  are  well 
pleafed  with  Chrift,  fo.you  would  hence* 
forth  fludy,  to  walk  worthy  of  your  Lord 
into  all  We&pleafhtg*  hen*  fruitful  in 
every  good  Work,  ^aid.wcreqfing  in  the 
Knowledge  of  God,  Col.  i.  10.  This 
is  that*  to  which  you  are  called,  to  fuch 
a  Work  as  may  pleafe  •  Urn,  to  conform 
your  fclvrt  even  to  his  Fkafurt  and  Will: 


If  you  love  him,  you  cannot  but  fa&ion 
your  (elves  fo  as  he  may  be  pleafed.    O 
how  exalt  and  obfervant  is  Lore  of  that 
wfych  may  ingratiate  itfejf  to  the  Beloved* 
Favour  f  It  is  the  moft  ftudious  Thing  to 
pleafe,  and  mod  afraid  of  difpleafing. 
Enoch  had  a  large  and  honourable  Te/ti- 
mony,  as  ever  was  given  to  Man,  tbm 
bepteajed  God,  Heb.  xi.  $.  I  befeecb 
you  be  ambitious  of  this  after  a  holy  Man* 
ner  ;  labour  to  know  his  Will,  and  that 
for  this  End,  that  you  may  approve  it, 
and  prove  it,  that  you  may  do  that  good 
and  acceptable  Will  of  God :    Let  hit 
Pleafire  be  your  Rule,  your  Law,  to 
which  all  within  you  may  conform  is* 
felt    Though  you  cannot  attain  an  ezao) 
Correspondence  with  bis  Pleafure,  but  la 
many  Things  you  will  offtnd ;  yet  ceiw 
tainly  this  will  be  the  reblrod  Study  of 
your  Hearts  bow  to  pleafe  bim ;  and  ia 
as  far  as  you  cannot  pleafe  him,  you  will 
be  diipleafed  with  your  fclves :  But  then,  I 
would  advife  you,  in  as  fir  as  you  arft 
difpleafed  with  your  fclves,  for  not  pleaf 
ing  God,  be  as  much  well  pleafed  with 
Chrift,  the  pleafing  Sacrifice  and  Atone*, 
ment ;  and  this  (hall  pleafe  God  as  much 
as  your  Obedience  could  do,  or  your  Di£ 
obedience  can  cfifpleafc  him.    T#  Um 
be  Praife  and  Qory.- 
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Verfe  p.  But  ye  are  not  in  the  Flcjb*  but  in  the  Spirit,  if  fo 
he  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  you.  Now,  if  any  Man 
have  not  the  Spirit  ofCbrijl,  he  is  none  of  his. 


1 A  Pplkation  is  therpry  Life  of  the  Word, 
■**•  at  leaft  it  is  a  neceflary  Condition, 
Mr  the  living  Operation  of  it:  The  Ap- 
plication of  the  Word  to  the  Hearts  of 
Hearers  by  Preaching,  and  the  Applicati- 
on of  your  Hearts  again  to  the  Word  by 
Meditation,  thefe  two  meeting  together, 
and  (hiking    one  upon   another,  will 
yiekf  Fire.    Paul  fpeaks  of  a  right  di- 
viding of  the  Word  of  truth,  2  Tifri,  ii. 
*5.  not  that  ordinary  Way  of  aiding  it 
all  in  Parcels,  and  dtfmembring  it,    by 
Mtftiifbld  Divifions,  which  4  judge  makes 
it  lofe  much  of  its.  Vertue,  which  con- 
flfts  in  Unfcto,  tho*  fojne  have  Pka/iire 
ink,  and  think  it  profitable  ;  yet  Tdo  not 
fee  that   this  was  the  apoftolick    Way, 
that  either  they  preached  it  themfelves,  or 
recommended  it   to  others  ;  but  rarliet 
be  means,  the  real  Distribution  of  the 
Food  of  Souls  unto  their  various  Conditi- 
ons, as  it  is  the  buty  of  a  .Stew*  rd  10 
be  both  faithful  and  wile  itilhK, -to  give 
every  one  their  own  Portions  "And  as  ic 
is  {he  Paftor's  Duty,  thus toT^UIMtole  the1 
Word   of  God  unto  you*  lb  it  is  your: 
Part  to  apply  it  home  to  your'&Ues, 
without  which  Application,  the   former 
Dfvifion  of  the  Word  aright,  will  nor 
feed  your  Souls  :  If  every  Man  aft  not 


the  Pafbr  to-  his  own  Heart,  it  cannot 
profit.  Now.  indeed,  the  right  Appligai.  + 
on  of  the  Word  to  Souls.  is  the  difficulty* 
trikPart  of  Preaching,  and  it  isTbe  hard* 
;  eft  Point  of  Hearing ;  in  which  there 
needs «botb  much  Affection  and  much  Di» 
redtion,  the  one  to  be  ferious  and  earned 
in  it,  the  other  to  be  wile. and  prudent*** 
4* :  Without  fuitable  Atfeftion,  it  will  not 
paft  into  ihi  gnhftingpefthe  Soul  to  feed 
it,  no  more  than  the  Stomach  can  digeft 
Meat,  that  wants  eenviuiuit  Heat  ;  and 
without  INV ration  mi  Wifdom,  todioofe 
our  own  Portion,  it  will  not  yield  ax* 
Yemeni  Food,  but  increafe  Humours  and 
•u^illuiriuji  ><*>  diftemper  our  Spirits. 
That  which  I  look  ar  in  thefe  Words,  js, 
the  Difcretion  and  Prudence  of  this  wife 
Steward  in  Gods  Houfe,  after  he  hath 
reprefenied  the  wretched  and  woful 
'£ftate  of  rbt m  thatjp&n  the  Flejb*  how 
their  Natures  mxtrntSi^mSk  Enmity  a- 
gainft  God,  htw  their  End  is  Death**** 
&*&*!&&*,  he  fubjoins  inyliw  fllfljuu 
fuitable  Encouragement  to  Believers,  You 
;*re  mi  in  the  Flejb,  &c.  Becaufe  there  is 
no 'Man  To  fenfible  of  that  Cormption 
that  dwells  within, as  be  that  is  in  part  re- 
newed »  as  Pain  to  a  healthful  Body  is 
moil  ieniiblt?,  and  as  the  Abundance  of 

light 
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Light  mikes  a  large*  Difawery  of  what 
is  difordered  and  defiled  ia  the  Houfc; 
therefore  frcMponthe  bearing  of  jtwc- 
curfed  EftateofMen  in  Nature,  of  their 
natural  Rebellion  againft  God,  and  GodTa 
Difrleafure  againft  them,  they  pe  moil 
ready,.  I  fay,  to  apply  fuch' Things  to 
themfehres,  to  the  weakning  of  their  awn 
Hands,  and  iadaing  of  their  Hearts ;  as 
tbi  upright  biam-d  JPifciplea  were  more 
realty  to  take  with  the  Challenge  of  be- 
traying Chrift,  than  the  {alfe-bettted  Ju- 
das :  Therefore  the-ApoOle  prevent* 
fuch  an  Abufe  of  the-DoStine,  by  nuk- 
ing Application  of  *be  better,  Part  unto 
she  Aomani',  but  tor  jc*x,  ye  **t.mt*f 
the  FJeJb,  &c.  tac'Ad.  Setf-etamiiiation 
is  necefltry,*nd  .'tis  UUe  the  chewing  of 
the  Meat  before  it  be  lent  ioto  the 
Stomach,  it  is  asneceftry  and  precedent 
before  right  Application.  .  i  wMh  that 
every  one  ,of ;  you.  would .  confideMtcil 
what  this  living  Word  concamsypu. ,  k  h 
the  Ground  of  all  our:  fttrrennefc  ;vno 
Man  brings'thU  Home  *a  himfelf,,  which 
isfpoken  t6  all:. But  truly  tbeLordfjMraks 
to  all,  that  every  Ma*  may  fpt**  to  him- 
firif/and  ask  at  his  own  Heart.  whacJs 
my. Concernment in  it?  .Wbai  is-  my 
Portion?  As  tor  ym  whom-  the  Lord 
lu*h  put  upon  this  Search  oTyour  -fehre* 
and  hath  once  made  you  •  10  find  your 
fibres  in  the  black  TELoHof Perdition.,  wv 
der  the^Hazardof  the  eternaUWeightof 
*  God's  DMpleafure,  and  there  hath  flawed 
unto  your  Souls  a  Way  of  makag.fieflce 
with  God.  and  a  Place  ofRefag*  wjtfis 
Chi ift,  which  hatb  fcmetimes  refreshed 
aid  eafcd  youc  Hearts,  and  only  was 
able  to  purify  your  Confidences^  and 
calm  the  Storms,  that  dkf  arife  in  them ; 
if  ir  be  henceforth  your  Sthdr,*?*  wail  to 
fUafe  bine;  and  this  Engagement  beoa 
your  Hearty  to  mntt.no  Peace  wkbtlw 


wit/ 

Flelb,  and  Corruption  that  dwe)Jfit»ytoi, 
than,  I  fty»  the  Lord  he  calls  and  agcouks 
you*  not  carnal  but  fpiritual;  Tboyfch 
there  be  qiuch  Carnality  in  you,  yet.  be  » 
denominates  from  the   better  Part,. not 
from    the  greatest    P|rt,  you  are  not 
vfttrtke  tfejb  Sut  After  the  fririt. 
Though (faac  be.aweak  yoyig  GhildL 
and  Jflmu*l  the  Son  of  the  Bood-rtomai 
be  a  ftroog  Man ;  yet  tftpu  art  in  God's 
Account  efteemed  according  to  the  Pro- 
.mifey  which  fluli  be  .aheXkound  qi  thy 
Stability :  Ifamc  muft  abide  in  the  Houfe 
&x  *  w,  and  grow  flronger,and  flronfc- 
er.  and  JJbbtel  muft  lie  ml  i*u  aad 
grow  weaker  a*Tweaker  :  Tl|e  one  fe 
ord(tined,fi>rfDeftrudioo,rao^  fqia  catfed 
the  oid  Man,  drawing  near  to  its  Grams 
.the  other  Ac  Life  ;  and  ftus  fcaowrM*. 
reneweADay  by  Day^.    Tbw<  they  arc 
in  GodTa  ftfiDprifctijod  fOQwma^vp 
urn-,  ta  ipofc  upon  it,  not  according;  jt> 
their,  priefint,  Ine^juality  to  Strength,-  bit 
that  future   Ine<pialuy,  and  fttfeacftc*, 
whkhis.  .wrapt  op^ih  ^  rromifo  9fGadr 
and  itbe  Seed  wberept  is  id  you.    ;     \ 
AsiherA  is  a  wpfiilf empy  and  Stand- 
offs of  Examination  inr  the*  moft  fart  vf 
Men^  wbo.arewhoH/  Jpent;  without^  and 
takenalAifiveito  recognize  their  awp 
SouJa  i  fit  there  is  a  raife^teEace&aod 
hurtful  Supeffiuity  of .  Ftiaminatkm  and 
Difrutatioo  among  many  of  Gbd's  Chil- 
dren,-who- are  nfwqrt  in  Reflections  and  - 
almofl  nerer  *iit  A&ioo  •  Jo  much  oft 
tarintjg  what  is,    that  they  uke  nqt 
mucl^ Ufiire'eo^b,  or  purfim  wbat  if 
not.   Truly,  I  thmt  when -the  4LpofWr 
<3o«niandr  us,  toe*dhmu,  yfctikr  v* 
ktin  the  Faht,  mnd  prime  ourjehet, 
he  did  not  mean,  to  make  ft  our,  perp^ 
tuai  Eiercifc,  or  fi>  jo  preli  if;  as  m 
tbaM  notandearour  ta  br  in  the  fait^ 
tittwt  know  whether  we  be  w^  ;  Thar 
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-were  no  advancing  Way,  to  refufe  to  go 
on  in  our  Journey,  till  we  know  what 
ftogrefs  we  have  made,  as  the  Cuftom 
is.  But  Amply  and  -plainly,  I  think,  he 
intended  to  hare  Christianity  begin  at  Ex- 
amination, as  the  firft  returning  of  a 
Soul.muft  needs  be  upon  feme  Enquiry 
and  Search  of  the  Way,  and  Knowledge 
upon  Search,  that  our  foraer  Way  was 
wrong,  and  this  is  only  right.  Bui  if 
this  be  the  Porch  to  enter  in  at,  will  you 
lit  down  and  dwdl  in  it,  and  not  go  on 
into  the  Palace  it  ftlff  Becaufeyoumuft 
begin  10  Jfarch  what  yon  have  learned 
wrong,  that  now  you  may  unlearn  it, 
wHl  you  be  ever  about  the  learning  to 
know  your  Condition ;  and  by  this  Means 
never  attain  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Truth?  But  when  you  have  upon  any  En* 
quiry  found  your  (elves  otit  of  the  Way, 
you  too*kJ  not  entertain  that  Difpute  long, 
but  hearken  to  the  plain  Voice  of  the 
Gofpel  that  founds  unco  you,  This  is  the 
JPaj,  walkin  k ;  lam  the  Way,  frith 
Cfcrift,  enter  at  me.  by  believing  in  me: 
Now,  once  having  found  that  you  are 
Unbelievers  by  Nature,  to  fuJpend  be- 
lieving, till  you  prove  whether  you  be  in 
the  Faith,if  unreafinafaie  and  impoffibte  ; 
for  certainly  having  once  found  your 
(elves  void  ofk,  you  muft  flrft  have  it, 
before  you  know  that  you  have  it,  you 
muft  firft  apply  to  Affioti,  and  afterward 
your  Examination  (hall  be  more  eafy. 

But  I  would  tell  a  more  profitable  Im- 
provement offuch  Representations  of  the 
infill  and  rnifenble  Eftate  of  ihe  ungodly 
World,  than  you  ufe  to  make  of  it :  And, 
I  think,  it  is  that  the  Apoftles  intend,  in 
the  frequent  turning  the  Eyes  of  Saints  a- 
tout,  to  the  accurfed  Stateof  the  World ; 
partly  Coitfblation,  and  partly  fame 
Provocation  to  Suitable  Walking.  Ttringy 
that  are  eppofite  arebeft  known  by  Com- 


panion one  with  another  :  Each  of  them 
caft  abroad  a  Light  to  fee  the  other  by. 
Therefore  it  is  that  the  Apoftles  do  fre- 
quently remind  the  converted  Gentiles, 
of  the  wretched  Eftate  the  World  lies 
into,  and  themfelves  once  were  into.  Yon 
fee  it,  i  Cor.  vi.  1 1 .  ^dnd/ucb  were 
fome  ofyou\  but  now  you  are  wajbed. 
And,  Epb.  ii.  i.  Ybu  who  were  dead  in 
Sins  bath  be  quickntd.  There  is  not 
any  Thing  will  more  commend  unto  a 
Chriftian  the  Grace  of  God  towards  him, 
nor  to  look  abroad  round  about  him, 
and  take  a  View  of  the  whole  World, 
lying  in  Wkkednefi;  and  then  to  look 
backward  to  what  himielf  once  was,  and 
compare  ft  with  wkft  the  free  Grace  of 
God  hath  made  Mm.  O  what  a  Soul 
ravifhing  Contemplation  is  that !  i  Job. 
v.  19.  <And  we  know  that  we  are  of 
God,  and  the  whole  World  Hes  inWkk- 
ednefs:  How  doth  this  heighten  the 
Price  of  Grace,  and  bow  much  doth  it 
add  to  a  Soul's  inward  Contentment,  to 
think  what  it  was  of  itfejf.  and  what  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  been,  if  not 
thus  wonderfully  fin-prized !  One  ufed  al- 
ways to  look  to  thofe  below  him,  that  he 
might  not  envy  thofe  above  him.  Truly 
it  might  do  well  here;  when  a  Chriftian 
is  grieved  and  dHquieted,  becaufe  he  hjth 
not  attained  to  that  defired  Meaiure  of 
the  Image  of  God,  and  FelbwJhip  with 
him,  to  caft  a  Look  about  him,  to  the 
miferable  and  hopelefc  Eftate  of  fo  many 
Thoufands,  who  have  the  Image  of  Sa- 
tan lb  vifibly  engraven  on  them,  and 
have  no  inward  Stirring  after  this  blefled 
Image ;  and  refleft  a  fitde  backward,  to 
the  Hole  of  the  Pit  whence  he  was  taken, 
to  look  upon  that  primitive  Eftate  thai 
Grace  found  him  into,  fo  lothfome  as 
is  delcribed,  Ezek.  xvi.  Would  not  fuch 
a  double  Sight,  think  you,  make  him 
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break  out  ^Jt-bninuiuii,  and  Oe  power- 
ful tofileoce  and compofe  bis  Spirit?  O 
•  co  think,  th*  I  wis  oAlo  thai  black 
Roll  of  thefe  deluded  Mm  ihe  JSiiag- 
&ml  fucbwrejme  cfjWi  and  then 
to  confider,  that  my  Nanus  was  taken 
out,  and  waited  by  the  Blood  of  Chritf, 
to  be  enrolled  in  the  Regifter  of  Hea v en  : 
What  an  lAonMhing  Thing  is  it  I  You 
foe  in  Nature,  God  hath  appointed  Con- 
trarieties and  Varieties  to  beautify  the 
World;  and  certainly,  many  Things 
could  not  be  known  how  gpod  and  be- 
neficial they'are,  but  by  the  Smart  and 
Hon  of  that  which  isoppofite  to  them  : 
As  you  could  not  imagine  the  Good  of 
Light,  but  by  fome  feofihle  Experience  of 
t)ie  Eril  of  Darknefi.  Heat,  you  could 
not  know  the  Benefit  of  it,  but  by  the 
Vexation  of  Gold  .Tt«is  he  maketh  one 
to  commend  another,  and  bock  to  beau- 
tify die  World.  It  is  thus  in  .An,  Con- 
trariety  and  Varied  of  Colours  and 
Lines  make  up  one  Beauty;  Diverfuy 
of  Sounds  make  a  fweet  Harmony*  Now, 
ihis  is  the  Art  and*  Wifitopr  of  Godt  in 
the  Difpenfatibn  of  his  Grace,,  be  ferteth 
theMifery  of  Jbme,-  befide  the  Happinefs 
of  pthers,  that  each  of  them  may  aggra- 
rate  another ;  he  flits  Light befide  Dark- 
nefs,  Spirit  fore-agjrinft  FWb,  that  lb 
Saints  may  have  a.  dbubfe  Accefljon  to 
their  Admiration  at  die  GootfndV  and 
Grace  of  God,  and  to  their  Bright  and 
Complacency  in  their  own  Hi, pmefs : 
He  prefents  the  State  of  Men  out  of 
Cbrift,  that  you  may  wonder  how  you 
ate  tranf  hted,  and  mar  **  fc  abundantly 
fidsfied,  as  not  to  exchangeyom  Portion 
for  the  greateft  Monarch*. 

tfWit,  I  fay,  tbis  mayprovtkt  us,  and 
perfuatfe  us  to  mrejmaklt ■-v.wlking- 
Doth  he  make  fuch  a  Difference?  O  do 
jot  you  unmake  it  again!  Do  not  con* 


found  all  again,  by  yo\p  walking  aAp 
the  Courfc  of  the  World :  Conformity  to 
the  World  is  a  CoofuOon  o£,  what  God 
hath  feparated;  his  infinite  Grace  tranflat- 
ed  youfiromthat  Kingdom  of  Darknefi  to 
Dgk  O  then  walk  in  dot  light,  m 
Children  of  Light!  Are  you  fiicb ?  Own 
your  Stations;  confider  your  Relations* 
and  make  your  iehre*  afhatned  at  the 
Very  Thoughts  of  Sm.  He  points  6o| 
1  the  deformedandugly  Face  of  the  Con- 
verfttionof  the  WorloV  that  you  may  fill 
ui  Lore  with  the  Beauty  tjfHolinefi,  m> 
the  Lacedemonians  wcrt  wont  to  Ipi 
1  their  Children  fee  their  Shves  drunk,  dar 
the  bnnifli  and  abominable  Poflure  of  fck 
In  that  Sin,  ought  imprint  in  the  Heart* 
of  their  Children,  a  Deseftatibnof  ficfc 
a  Vice.  Certainly,  the  Lord  calls  youta 
mind  often  what  you  hare  beftft  Ibtf  • 
what  the  World  about  you  is  ;  not  toe* 
gage  you  to  if,  but  to  aBeoUt  foot 
Minds  from  the  Defprdriqr  of  Shi,  wig 
It  commend  to  you  the  Duty  of  Ob 
ence.  You  would  learnfo  make  tUsl 
Ufcand  Adrauage  of  all  tbel 
the  World  liethimo;  to  beboUtak^i 
in  a  Oafi,  your  own  bugs  and  Ukaaeft  %, 
that  when  yoogfctohate  or  de$tte  otfars,. 
you  may  rather  lodw  and  dittkeyour 
lehres,  as  baring  tharfiune  axnuoo  N* 
ture;  and  wonder  at  the  Goodoefi  of  CUT 
that  makes  feb  DUfaeuoe;  whatnot]* 
was.  This  were  the  Way  to  make  Gain 
of  the  moflr  Unprofitable  TUog  in  the 
World,  that  is  the  Sins  of  other  Men  s. 
for  ordinarily  the  freiqg  anaypeaking  of 
tett^  doth  rather  d^ofeoti  and  tacBjflF* 
MitomoreUber^rto  Sin*  Many  ^toot- 
on  them  wkh  Defiglt,  feme  with  Coo- 
tempt  no  nw  ■»  -  iomb  hhr  cmMm* 
ttab.  but  Aw  know  km  to  tek  or: 
look  oo  Sta  ttfetf  wiA  hd^Mtoi,  m 
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within  them  with  Abhorrency.  I  would 
think  if  we  were  circumlpeft  in  this,  the 
worfe  the  World  is,  we  might  be  the  bet- 
ter; the  worfe  the  Times  are,  we  might 
ipend  it  better;  the  more  Pride  we  fee* 
Ittaight  make  us  the  more  humble;  the 
more  Impiety  and  Impurity  abounds,  it 
might  proroke  us  to  a  further  Dtftance 
from,  and  Difconformity  with  the  World: 
TPhus,  if  we  were  wiie,  we  might  extraft 
Gold  out  of  the  Dong-hill,  and  fuck  Ho- 
ney out  of  the  moft  poifbnable  Weed. 
The  (hrrounding  Ignorance  and  Wicked  • 
nefs  of  the  World  might  caufe  a  holy 
AritiperiJtaRs  in  a  Christian,  by  making 
the  Grace  of  God  unite  itfelf,  and  wort 
more  powerfully,  as  Rrr  out  of  a  Cloud, 
and  flilne  more  brightly,  as  a  Torch  in 
the  Darknefi  of  the  Night, 
e  As  for  you,  whofe  woful  Eftate  is 
Heredefcribed,  who  are  yet  in  the  Flefh, 
ahd  Enemies  to  God  by  Nature,  I  woold 
<fcfife  you  to  be  Atrrechup  at  the  Confide; 


ration  of  this,  that  there  arc  ibm«  who 
are  delivered  out  of  that  Prifon,  and  chat 
fome  have  ma#  Peace  with  God,  and 
are  no  more  ftemies  but  Friends,  and 
Fdlow-citizens  of  the  Saints.  If  the 
Cafe  were  left -wholly  incurable  and  de- 
sperate, you  had  feme  Ground  to  conti- 
nue in  your  Sins  and  Security ;  but  now 
when  you  hear  a  Remedy  is  poflible, 
and  fome  have  been  helped  by  it,  I  won- 
der that  you  do  not,  upon  this  Door  of 
Hope  offered,  beftir  your  felves,  that  you 
may  be  theft  who  are  herf  excepted, 
But  you  ore  not  in  the  Ftejbi  Since 
fbme  are,  why  may  «not  I  be?  Wilt 
you  awake  your  felves  with  this  Alarm  ! 
If  you  had  any  Defire  after  this  fi- 
liate, certainly  fuch  a  Hope  as  this, 
would  give  you  Feet  to  come  to  Je- 
fus  Chrift ;  for  thefe  are  the  Legs  of 
the  $o\i\,fme  Defire  of  a  better  Eftate, 
and  fomr  Probability  of  it  conceived  by* 
Hope. 
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Verfe  9.  — —  If  fo  be  thai  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  inyou- 
jfcotCyifanj.  Man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  thrift  y  he  is  none 
of  his. 


GflUf  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell 
&  ivitb  Men  on  Earth  \  2  Chron.  vi., 
i-8*  it  was  the  wonder  of  one  of  the  wifeft 
of  Men-:  And  indeed,  considering  his  in- 
finite Highnefi,  above  the  Height  of  He*, 
ven  ;  his  immenfe  and  incomprehenfible 
Greatnefi,  that  the  Heaven  of  Heavens 
caauot  contain  him ;  and  then  the  Bafe- 


nefs,ftiiptinafr  and  Worthleflhefs  of  Man, 
it  may  be  a  Wonder  to  the  wifeft  of  An- 
gels :  A  ^  what  is  it,  think  you,  the  An- 
gels defire  to  look  into,  but  this  incom- 
prehensible Myftery,  <rf  the  Defcent  of 
the  moft  High,  to  dwell  among  the  low- 
eft  and  vileft  of  the  Creatures !  But  as 
Solomon's  Temple,    and    thefe   vifible 
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Symbols  of  God's  Prefence,  were  but 
Shadows  of  Things  to  come,  the  Sub- 
ftance  whereof  is  exhibited  under  die  Go- 
fpel ;  fo  that  Wonder  was  but  a  Shadow 
or  Type  of  a  greater  and  more  real  Won 
der,  of  God's  dwelling  on  the  Earth  now. 
It  was  the  Wonder,  (hall  God  dwell  with 
Man,  among  the  rebellious  Sons  of  ji- 
dam  \  But  behold  a  greater  Wonder  fince 
Chrift  came,  God  dwelling  in  Man,  firft 
perfonally  in  the  Man  Chrift,  in  wboto 
ibe  Fulnefs  of  the  God-bead  dwelt  bo- 
dily, then  gracioufly  in  the  Seed  of  Chrift, 
in  Man  by  his  Spirit;  and  this  makes 
Men  fpiritual,  if  fo  be  the  Spirit  of 
Cbrift  dwell  in  you.  You  .beard  of  the 
firft  In-dwelling,  ver.  3 .  God  fending  bis 
own  Son  in  the  Li^encfs  oj finful  Flejh, 
the  Inhabitation  of  the  divine  Nature  in 
our  Flelh,  which  had  the  Likenefs  of  fin: 
fulFlefli,  but  without  Sin;  for  he  fanfti- 
fiedhimfelfforour  Caufe.  And  truly, 
thismyfterkxis  and  wonderful  Inhabitation 
is  not  only  a  Pledge  of  the  other,  that 
God  (hall  dwell  in  finful  Men  by  his  Spi- 
rit ;  but,  in  order  of  Nature,  it  hath 
feme  Influence  upon  the  other,  without 
which  God  Qould  not  have  dwelt  in  us. 
There  is  fo  much  Diftance  and  Dtfpro- 
portion  between  his  Majefty  and  us,  that 
we^ould  not  be  well  united, .but  by  this 
Interveening,  God  coming  down  firft  a 
Step  into  the  holy  Nature  of  the  Man 
Chrift,  that  from  thence  he  might  go  into 
the  finiul  Nature  of  other  Men.  *  Our  fin- 
ful and  rebellious  Nature  behooved  to  be 
.  firft  fcnftified  this  Way,  by  the  perfonal 
In-dwelling  of  God  id  our  Ple(h ;  and 
this  had  made  an  eafy  Paflage  into  finful 
us,  for  bis  Spirit  to  dwell  int»  us  power- 
fully and  gracioufly  ;  therefore  the  Spirit 
of  Chaft  is  (aid  to  dwell  in  us,  Qbrift's 
Spirit,  not  only  becaufe  proceeding  from 
him  as  from  the  Father ;  but  particularly. 
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becaufe  the  Inhabitation  or  Operation  of 
the  Spirit  in  .us  is  the  proper  Refcli  and 
Fruit  of  that  glorious  Union  of  our  Na- 
ture with  him.  He  took  our  Fte(h,  that 
he  might  fend  us  his  Spirit.  And,  O 
what  a  blefted  Exchange  was  this?  Fie 
came  and  dwelt  in  our  Nature,  that  fo  he 
might  dwell  in  us  :  Ife  took  up  a  Shop, 
as  inrcre,  in  our  IjA(h.  that  he  might 
work  in  us,  and  make  us  again  conform- 
ed to  God. 

We  (hall  not  cut  this  afjnder  into  many 
Parts  ;  you  fee  the  Words  contain  plainly 
the**?-  efferitial  Definition  of  a  fph 
ritual  Man,  +nd  of  a  (Chriftian.  Jtou 
find  a  fpiritual  Man  and  a  Chriffiaer  equ^ 
valentin  this A>r.  that  is tg. Aj^they are 
taken  for  one  and  th^ftff  fame  Thing, 
and  fo  they  are  repprrical  of  equal  Ewer  t 
and  Reftrainur^ver}'  Chriftian  is  one  ;£ 
x*r  the  Spiruvyand  whofoever  is  after  the 
Spirit  is  a  ChViftiari»;  one  of  Chrift's, 
and  one  after  tra&  Spirit  is  one  ^Thinp.  • 
Now  the  Definitioh^of  the  Chriftian  is 
taken  from  that  which\really  and  cflemi- 
ally  conftitutes  him  (iicFh  Hq,  is  one  in 
whom  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwells ;  that 
makes  him  One  after  the  Spirit,  that  makes 
him  One  of  Chrift's,  becaufc  it  is  the  Spi- 
rit of  Chrift.  As  jf  you  define  what  a 
Man  is,  you  could  not  do  it  J*tter  than 
thus.  He  is  one  endowed  with- a  reafon- 
able  Soul.  So  the  Apoftle  gives  you  the 
very  Soul  and  Form  of  a  Chriftian,  which 
difierepcetbfirom  all  others.  As  the  Soul 
is  to  the  Body  to  make  up  a  Man,  fo  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  is  to  the  Soul  mi  Spirit  of 
a-Mag;to  jnake-^p-a  Chriftian;  as  the 
Abfence  or  Preface  of  the-Soul  makes  qt 
un-makes  a  Man.fi>  the  Abfence  or  Pretence 
of  this  Spirit  makes  or  unmakes  a  Chrifti- 
an, for  you  fee  he  makes  it  reciprocal. 
If  you  be  Christians,  the  Spirit  dwells  in 
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you,  but  if  the  Spirit  dwell  not  in  you, 
you  are  not  Chriftians. 

A  Word  then  to  the  firft  of  thefe,STW 
a  Cbriftian  and  afpiritual  Mam  are 
commenfurqble  otic  to   another.    It  is 
true,  there  are  Jews  who  ate  not  Jew/ 
inwardly,  but  only  according  td  the  Let- 
Ur9  Rom.  ii.  28,  29.  And  fo  there  are 
Chriftians  fo  called,  who  are  but  fo  out- 
wardly, and  in  the  Lettdy  who  have  no 
more  of  it  but  the  Name  and  vifible  ftand 
frg  in  the  Church  ;  but  we  are  fpeaking 
•  of .  that   which   is'  truly  that  which  it  is 
Called,  wbofe  Praife  is  not  of  Men  but 
of  God.     The  Name  of  a  Man  -may  be 
extended  to  a  Pi&ure  or  Image,  for  fome 
outward  Refemblance  it  haih  of  him ,  but 
k  is  not  a  proper  Speech ;    no  more  is,  it 
proper  to  extend  the  Name  of  Cbrijiians 
unto  the  Pi&ures  or  Images  of  Chriftians, 
jbch  as  aredeftitute  of  this  inward  Life 
You  may  be  properly,  according  to  Scrip- 
ture-phrafe,  Members  of  the.  vifible  Body  ; 
but  you  cannot  have  that  real  and  blefle<i 
Relation  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  Head,  which 
Jball  be  the  Source  of  Happinefs  to  all  the 
living  Members.    I  wifh  you  would  rake 
it  fo,  and  flatter  your  felves  no  more 
irith  Church-titles,  at  if  thefe  were  Suf- 
ficient Evidences  for  your  Salvation.  You 
would  all  be  called  Chriftians ;  but  it  fears 
me  you  know  not  many  of  you  the  true 
Meaning  and  Signification  of  that  Word, 
the  moft  comfortable  Senfe  of  it  is  hid 
from  you.    The  meaning  of  it  is.  2lat 
a  Man  is  renewed  by  Cbrift  in  the  Spi- 
rit of  bis  Mind.     As  Chrift  and  the  Spi- 
rit are  inseparable,  lb  a  Chriftian  and  a  fpi- 
Otual  Nature  aje-not  to  be  found  fevered. 
Certainly,   the  very  Sound  of  the  Name 
whereby  you  are  called,  imports  ano- 
ther Nature  and  Convention  than  is  to  be 
found*in  many:  You  cannorfay  that  you 
tare  a  Shadow  of  Spirituality,  either  in 


your  AffWSons  or  Actions;  or  that  you 
have  any  real  Defign  and  Study  that  Way, 
but  only -to  pleafe  your  Fleih,  and  fktisfy 
the  Cuftoms  of  the  World  :  Why  do  you 
then  ufurp  the  Nqpie  of  CUHftiunity  * 
This  is  a  common  Sacrilege,  to  give  that 
which  is  holy  unto  Dogs.     Others  give 
it  to  you,  and  you  take  it  to  your  felves. 
But  know,  that  tho'  you  pleafe  your  felves 
and  others  in  this ;  yet  without  fuch  a 
Renovation  of  your  Natures,  and  fuch  a 
fmcereStudy  to  be  inwardly  and  outwardly 
conformed  to  the  Proftffipn  and  Name 
of  Chriftianity,  you  have  not  your  Praife 
rf  God,  and  him  whomGod-praifes,  not 
Jnd  allows  not,  he  cannot  blefs  for  ever. 
I  am,perfuaded,  there  are  fome  who  are 
not  only  in  the  Letter,  but  in  the  Spirit, 
whofe  greateft  Defire  and  Defign  is,  to 
be  indeed  what  they  profels ;  and  fuch 
their  Praife  is  of  God,  and  if  God  praife 
them  now,  they  ihall  be  made  to  praife 
himfbr«ver  hereafter:  Such  are  allow- 
ed to  take  the   Name  and  honourable 
Stile  of  Chriftianity  unto  them.   You  are 
Chrift's,  nearly  interefted  in  him  :  And 
if  ypu  be  Chrift's  own/  he  cannot  he  hap; 
py  without  you ;  for  fuch  was  his  Love, 
that  he  would  not  be  happy  alone  in  Hea- 
ven, but  come  down  to  be  miferabte  with 
us.    And  now  that  he  is  again  happy, in 
Heaven,certainly  he  cannot  enjoy  it  Jong 
alone,  but  he  muft  draw  up  his  Members 
unto  the  Fellowftiip  of  that  Glory. 

Now  the  other  Thing,  that  which 
gives  even  Being  to  a  Chriftian,  is,  The 
Spirit  of  Cbrift  dwelling  in  bim.  Of 
this  Inhabitation,  we  (hall  not  fay  fo  much 
as  the  Companion,  being  ftrained,  will 
yield,  neither  expatiate  into  many  Notions 
about  it.  I  wi(h  rather  we  went  Home 
with  fome  Defires  kindled  in  us,  after 
fuch  a  noble  Gueft  as  the  Holy  Spirit  1/, 
and  that  we  were  begun  once  to  weary 
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of  the  bafe  and  unclean  Guefts  that  we 
lodge  within  us,  to  our  own  Deftruftion. 
That  which  I  faid,  Tb at  tbe  Spirit  is  to 
a  Cbriftian,  what  the  Soul  is  tq  a  Man, 
if  well  considered,  might  prefent  the  ab- 
folute  Neceflity  and  the  Excellency  of 
this  unto  your   Eyes.    Confider  what  a 
Thing  the  Body  is  without  the  Soul,  how 
defiled  and  deformed  a  Piece  of  Duft  it 
is,  void  of  all  Senfe  and  Life,  lothfome 
toluokupon.     Truly  the  Soul  of  Man 
by  Nature  is  in  no  better   Cafe,  till  this 
Spirit  enter  ;  it  hath  no  Light  in  it,  no 
Life  in  it  ;  it  is  a  dark  Dungeon,  fuch  as 
is  defcribed,  Epb.  iv.  18.  Having  tbe 
Under/landing  darknedf  being  alienat- 
td  from  tbe  Life  of  God,  through  tbe 
Ignorance  that  is  in  them,  becaufe  of 
the  Blindnefs  of  tbeir  Hearts.    You 
have  both  in  that  Word  Darknefs  and 
Deadnejs ;  Want  of  that  ihiniflg  Light 
of  God  in  the  Mind,  fa  that  it  cannot  dif 
cern  fpiritual  Things,  that  makes  to  oiy* 
eternal  Peace  :  All  the  Plainnefs  and  Evi- 
dence of  the  Gofpel,  though  it  did  ftiine  as 
a  Sim  about  you,  cannot  make  you  fee  or 
apprehend  either  your  qwn  Mifery,  or 
die  Way  to  Jielp  it ;  becaufe  your  Dunge- 
on is  within  ;  the  mott  Part  cannot  form 
any  fenfible  Notion  of  fpiritual  Things, 
that    are    daily    founding    unto    them 
in  the  Word.    The  Eye  of  the  Mind  is 
put    out,  and   if  it   be  ^Darkneft,    how 
great  is  that- Darknefs?  'Certainly    the 
whole  Man  is  without  Light,  and  your 
Way  and  Walk  muft  be  in  the  Dark ; 
and  indeed    it    appears,  that  it  is   dark 
Night  with  many  Souls,' becaufe  if  it  were 
not  dark,  they  could  not  run  out  all  their 
fpeed  among  Pits  and  Snares  in  the  Way 
to  Deftruftion.     And'  fropi  this,  .wofijl 
Deleft  flows*  the  Alienation  of  the  whole 
Soul  from  the  Life  of  God  ;  that  primi- 
tive light  being  ecclipfed,  the  Soul  is  fe* 


parated  from  the  Influence  of  Heaven : 
And  as  Nebuchadnezzar's  Soul  afted 
only  in  a  brutal  Way,  when  driven'  out 
amqlg  Beafts;  fo  the  Soul  of  Man,  being 
driven  out  from  the  Prefence  of  the  Lord, 
may.  aft  in  a  Way  common  to  Beafts,  or  .  * 
in  fome  rational  Way  in  Things  that  con- 
cern this  Life,  but  it  is  wholly  fpoiled  of 
that  Divine  Life  of  Communion  with 
God ;    it  cannot  tafte,  finell  or  favour 
fuch  Things.    0.»  if  it  were  vifible  unto 
us,  the  State   of  the  ruinous  Soul,  we 
would  raife  a  more  bitter  Lamentation  o*  y  . 
ver  it,  than  the  Jews  did  over  Jerufan 
lent,  or  the  Kings  and  Merchants  have  -  * 
reafbn  to  do  over  fallen  Babylon.  Truly, 
we  might  bemoan  it  thus,  How  is  tbe 
faitbfuf  City  become  a  Harlot,  Rigbte* 
oufnefs  lodged  in  it,  but  now  Murde- 
rer s,l  fa.  i  ai.  Man  was  once  the  Dwel- 
ling-place 9f  princely  aad  divine  Graces 
and  Virtues,  the  Lord  himfelf  was  there^    . 
and  then  how  comely  and  beautiful  was 
tie  Soul !  But  now  it  is  like  the  defolate 
Cipes,  in  which  tbe  Beafts  of  the  Defart 
ly,  and  their  Houfes  are  full  of  doleful 
Creatures,   where  Owls  dwell,  and  Sa- 
tyrs dance,  where  wild  Beafts  cry  and 
Dragons  in  the  pleafant  Places,  If  a.  xiii. 
21,22.  and  Jer.  J.  39.  So  mighty  is  the 
Fall  of  the  Soul  of  Man,  as  of  Babylon, 
that  it  may  be  cried,  It  is  fallen*  and' 
become  tbe-Habitation  of  Devils,  and 
tbe  Hold  of  every  foul  Spirit,  and  a 
Cage  of  very  unclean    and   hateful 
Bird,  Rj?v.   xviii.  .2.    Al)    the  Eeafig 
hock  now .  to  it,  all  the  Birds  of  Darknefs 
take  their  Judging  in.  it,  fince  tljis  noble 
Gutft  left;  it,  and  took  away  the  Light 
from  it  ;  for  the   Sui)  Ijath,.  not  Jhined 
onk'fince  that  Day  :  Al^cJeanAtfeftk 
ons,  all  beiftly  !Lufts '  all  earthly  Denies, 
all  vain  Cogitations,  get  Lodging  in  this 
Houfe,  the  Bethel  is  become  a  Betb. 
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a*:e;u  tje  Houe  of  Hod  btcoine  a 
Jioix.e  of  Painty,  b/  the  continual  Re- 
p-tir  of"  vahi  Tnoughts ;  the  Houfe  of 
lraycr  h  timed  into  a  Den  of  Tinker 
cn4  Jlolber's.  That  w  hich  was  at  fin  t 
created  for  the  pure  Service  and  Worfhip 
of  God,  is  now  a  Rcceptade  of  all  t  e 
mod  rebellious  and  idolatrous  Thoughts 
and  Affections ;  the  Heart  of  every  Man 
is  become  a  Temple  full  of  Idols. 

This  is  the  State  of  it,  and  worfe  than 
can  te  told  you  :  Now,  judge  if  there  be 
nor  need  of  a  better  Gueft  tlun  thefe.  O 
what  abfolute  Neceflity  is  there  of  fuch  a 
Spirit  as  this,  to  repair  and  reform  the 
,ruinous  Spirit  of  Man,  to  quicken  and 
enlighten  the  darkned  Mind  of  Man ! 
Even  1bat  Spirit,  that  made  it  fxrft  a  glo- 
rious Palace  for -God;  that  Spirit  that 
breathed  the  Soul  into  the  formed  Clay, 
muft  repair  thefe.  Breaches,  and  create  all 
*gain.  Now,  when  tbe  Spirit  of  Cbrift 
enters  into  this  vile  and  ruinous  Cottage, 
\e  repairs  it,  and  reforms  it,  he  ftrikes 
out  Lights  iq  the  Heart,  and,  by  a  wonder- 
ftil  Eye-falve,  makes  the  Eyes  open  to 
fee:  He  creates  a  new  Light  within, 
which  makes  him  behold  the  Light  (Tun- 
ing in  the  Gofpel ;  and  behold  all  Things 
are  new,  bimjelf 'new,  becauie  nowraoft 
Jothfome  and  vile;  the  HPbrtd  new, 
becauie  now  appears  nothing  but  Vanity 
in  the  very  Perfection  of  it  ;  and  God 
new,  becaufe  another  Majefty,  Glory, 
Excellency  and  Beaoty  fhines  into  the 
Soul,  than  ever  rt  apprehended.  And  as 
the  Spirit  enlightens,  io  he  enlivens  this 
Tabernacle  or  Temple ;  he  kindles  a  holy 
Fire  in  his  Adeclions,  which  auft  never 
go  out ;  it  is  foch  as  cannot  be  kindled,  if 
it  go  out,  but  by  the  Beams  of  the  Sun, 
as  the  Poet  fancied  the  VeftaJ-fire.  The 
Spirit  within  the  Soul  is  a  Fire  to  confume 
&s  Corruption,  ro  burn  up  his  Drofs  and 
V»ky ;  Chfift  comes  io  like  a  Refiacr, 


with  the  Fire  of  the  Spirit,  and  purge* 
away  earthly  Lufts,  and  makes  the  Love 
ofiitc  Heart  pure  and  dean,  to  burn  up* 
ward  toward  Heaven.  This  Spirit 
males  a  Chriftian-foul  move  willingly  to-* 
ward  God,  in  the  Ways  that  feeraed  moft 
unpleafant :  It  is'an  aftive  Principle  with- 
in him  that  cannot  reft,  till  it  relh  in  its 
Place  of  eternal  Reft  and  Delight  in  God. 
And  then  the  Spirit  reforms  this  Houfe, 
tCy  calling  out  all  thefe  wild  Beads  that 
lodged  in  it,  the  favage  and  unruly  Af- 
fections that  domineered  in  Man  ;  this 
ftrong  Man  entering  in,  cafts  them  out  * 
there  is  much  Rubbiih  in  old  wafte  Pala- 
ces, Neb.  iv.  2.  O  how  much  Pains  is  it 
to  cleanfe  them !  Our  Houfe  is  like*  the 
Houfe  of  thefe  Nobles,  Jer.  v.  27.  Full 
of  Deceit,  as  a  Cage  is  full  of  Birds, 
and  our  Heart  j  full  of  ftfckednejs  and 
Parity*  Jer.  iv.  14.  Certainly  it  will  be 
much  Labour  to  get  your  unclean  Spirits 
caft  out,  that  Is,  the  grofler  and  more  pal- 
pable Lufts  that  reign  in- you  ;  but  when 
thefe  are  gone  forth,  yet  there  is  much 
WickednefsandUndeannefs  in  the  Heart, 
of  a  more  fubtile  Nature,  and,  by  long 
In-ifwelling,  almoft  incorporated  and 
mingled  with  the  Squl ;  and  this  will  not 
begotten  out  with  gentle  Sweeping,  as 
was  done,  Luke  xi.  25.  That  takes  away 
only  the  uppermoft  Filth  that  Uts 
loofeft;  but  this  muft  be  gotten  out 
by  much  wafting  "and  cleaning;  and 
therefore  the  Spirit  enters  by  Blood 
and  Water.  There  are  Idols  in  the 
Heart,  to  which  the  Soul  is  much  engag- 
ed; it  unites  and  ciofes  with  them. 
%zek.  urvi.  and  thele  muft  be  cleanfed 
and  waftied  out.  There  is  much  Deceit 
in  the  Heart,  and  this  lies  dofleft  to  it, 
and  is  engrofled  into  it :  And  indeed  this 
will  take  the  Help  of  Fire  to  feparate  it  ; 
far  that  is  of  the  ©oft  attire-  Nature  to 

fcparatf 


on  Romans     vhl.  9. 


29  f 


feparate  Things   of  a  diverfe  Nature  ; 
the  Spirit  mutt  by  thefe  take  out    your, 
Drofs.  And  all  this  the  Spirit  will  not 'do 
alone,  but  honours  you  with  the  Fellow - 
fnip  of*  this  Work  ;  and  therefore  you 
mutt  lay  your  Account,  that  the  Operati- 
on and  Reformation  of  this  Houie,  for 
fo  glorious  a  Gueft,  will  be  laborious  in 
the  mean  Tune.     But  O  how  infinitely 
is  thit  compenfed  •  One  Hour's  Fellow- 
ship with  him  alone,  when  all  Strangers 
are  cart  out,  willcompeufe  all,  will  make 
all  to  b?  forgotten  ;  the  Pain  of  Mortifi- 
cation will  bfe  lVallowed  up  in  the  Plea- 
lure  of  his  Inhabitation  :  iVben  /  Jball 
envake  I  Jball  be  faiitjied  witb  fbyLike- 
ntfs.     When  he  (hall  take  up  Houfe  ful- 
ly in  you,  it  witl   faiisfy  you  to  the  full. 
in  ihe  mean  Time,  as  he  takes  the   Rule 
und  Command  of  your  Houfe,  fo  for  the 
prefem  he  provides  lor   it,  the  Pro\  ifion 
of  the  Soul  is  incumbent  on  this  Divine 
Cud* :  And  O  how  fweet  and  fatisfying 
is  it  !  O  the  Peace  and  Jo>   of  the    Holy 
Cluft,  v*hich  are  the  Lniertainmtnt  that 
he  gives  a  Soul,  where  he  reif^s,  aud 
hath  brought  in  Righte^ufnefs,  llonuvx* 
j  7..  What  a  noble  Train  dodi  the  Spirit 
bring   al^ngft  with  him*  to  tiinufh  thb 
Houfe  ?  Many  rich  and  coflly  Ornaments 
hang  over  it,  and  adotn   k,  to   make-  it 
lllie  the  King's  Wife,  ail  glorious  within  \ 
fuch  as,  the  Ornament  of  a  meek,  and 
•  quiet  Sph'it,  1    Pet.  iii.  4.  which  is  a 
far  more  precious  and  rich  Hanging,  than 
the  moft  curious  or  precious  Contexture 
of  corruptible  Things  ;  the  Cloathirig  of 
Humility,  fimple  in  Shew,  but  rich  in  Sub-' 


ftance,  1  Fet.  v.  -5.  which  enriches  and 
beautifies  the  Soul  that  hath  it,  more  than 
all  Solomon's  Glory  could  do  in  his  Per- 
fon :  j,  for  better  is  it  to  be  of  a  bumble 
Spirit  with  the  lowly,  than  divide  'the 
Spoil  witb  tbe  proud,  Pro  v.  xvi.  19.  In 
a  Word,  the  Spirit  makes  all  new,  puts  a 
new  Man,  a  new  Fafhion  and  Image  on  . 
the  Soul,  which  fuits  the  Court  of  Hea* 
ven,  the  higheft  in  the  World  ;  and  is 
conformed  td  the  nobleft  and.  higheft 
Pattern,  the  Holinefs  and  Beauty  of  the 
greateft  King.  And  being  lodged  within, 
O  what  fweet  Fruirs  is  the  Spirit  daily 
bringing  forth  to  feed  and  delight  the  Soul 
withal !  Gal.  v.  oa,  23.  And  he  is  notr 
only  a  Spii  it  of.Sanciifieation,  but  of  Con- 
folation  (00  ;  and  therefore  of  4ifc  the' 
mort  worthy  to  be  received  into  our 
Hearts,  for  he-  is  a  Boibm  comforter. 
Job.  xiv.  16.  when  there  is  no  Friend* 
nor  Lot er  without,  but  a  Soul  in  that  Po~ 
ftureof Heman, PfalAmsm.  18.  and  in 
that  defoLtte  Eftate  of  the  Churches,  Jer. 
Lam.  i.  2.  Among  all  ber  Lovers  Jbe 
batb  none  to  comfort  ber.  ver.  1 7.  Spread- 
ing forth  ber  Hands  t  and  none  to  cont* 
fort  binir  ver,  21.  Sighing,  and  none  to 
comfort  ber.  In  fuch  a  Cafe  to  have  a 
living  and  over-running  Spring  of  Com- 
fort within,  when  all  external  and  lower 
Confolations,  like  -Winter-brooks  that 
dry  up  in  Summer,  have  dried  up  and  diP 
appointed  thy  Expectation  ;fure  this  were 
a  happy  Gueft,  that  could  do  this.  & 
that  we  could  open  our  Hearts  ta  receive 
him! 
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Ver.  9. Iffo  be  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  ym. 

Now,  if  any  Man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^  "he  is  none 
of  his* 


THere  is  i;  great  Marriage  fpoken  of 
Epb.  v.  that  hath  a  great  Myftery 
bit,  wjjjfch  the  Apoftle  propounded  as 
the  Sample  and  Archetype  of  all  Mar- 
riages, or  rather  as  the  Subftance.  of 
which  all  Conjunctions  and  Relations  a- 
mong  the  Creatures  are  but  the  Shadows. 
It  is  that  Marriage  between  Chrift  and  his 
Church,  for  which  it  would  appear  this 
World  was  buildcd,  to  be  a  Palace  to  ce- 
lebrate it  into  ;  and  efpecially  the  Upper- 
houfe,  Heaven,  was  made  glorious  for 
that  great  Day,  where  it  (hall  be  folem- 
aized  The  firft  in  order  of  Time, 
was  made  by  God  himfelf  in  Paradife, 
ceriainly  to  repreient  a  higher  Myftery, 
the.  Marriage  of  the  fecond  Adam  with 
his  Spoufe,  which  is  taken  out  of  his 
bloody  Side;  •  as  the  Apoftle  imports, 
Epb.  v.  Now  there  is  the  greateft  Ine- 
quality and  Difproportipn  between  the 
Parties,  Cbrift  and  Sinner s  ;  lb  •  that  it 
would  feem  a  defperate  Matter  to  bring 
two  fuch  diftant  and  unequal  Natures  to 
fuch  a  near  Union,  as  may  caft  a  Copy 
to  all  Unions  and  Relations  of  the  Crea- 
tures. But  he,  who  at  firft  made  a  kind 
of  Marriage  between  Heaven  and  Earth, 
in  the  Compofure  of  Man,  and  joined  to- 
gether an  immortal  Spirit  in  fuch  a  Bond 


of  Amity  with  corruptible  .Duft,  hath 
found  out  the  Way  to  help  this,  and 
make  it  feafable  :  And  truly,  we  may 
conceive  the  Lord  was  but  making  Way 
for  this  greater  NJyftery  of  the  Union  of 
Chrift  with  us,  when  he  joined  the  Breath 
pf  Heaven  with  the  Duft  of  the  Earth.; 
in  this  he  gave  fome  Reprefentation  of 
another  more  myfterious  Conjunction. 
Now,the  Way  that  the  Wifdom  and  Love 
of  God  hath  found  out  to  .bring  about  this 
Marriage,  is  this ;  becaufe  there  wasfuch 
an- infinite  Diftance  between  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God,  who  is  the,  expreft 
Character  of  his  Image,  and  the  Bright- 
rfefs  of  his  Glory,  and  us  fulfill  mor- 
tal Creatures,  whofe  Foundation  is  in  the 
;  Duft  ;  therefore  it  pleafed  the  Father,  our 
:  x£  his  Good-will  to  the  Match,  to  fend 
|  his  Son  down  among  Men,  and  the  Son; 
out  of  his  Love,  to  take  on  our  Flerti, 
and  lb  fill  up  that  Diftance  with  his  low 
Condefcendence,  to  be  Partaker  of  Flefh 
and  Blood  with  the  Children.'  And  now, 
what  the  Lordfpoke  of  Man  fallen,  in  a 
holy  kind  of  Irony  or  Mock,  Behold  be 
is  lecome  as  one  of  us%  that  Men  may 
truly  fay.  of  the  Son  of  God,  not  fallen 
down  from  Heaven,  but  come  down 
willingly,  Lq  be  is  becorhe  as  one  of  us, 

like 


SERMON  XXV,  tSc. 


297 


like  us  in  all  'things,  except  Sin,  which 
hath  made  us  unlike  our  felves.  This 
Bond  of  Union  you  have  in  the  ver.  3. 
Chrift  fo  infinitely  above  Sinners,  and 
higher  than  the  Heavens,  coming  downfo 
low,  to  be  as  like  Siriners  as  might  be,  or 
could  be  profitable  for  us,  in  the  Like- 
n*fi  ofjinful  Flejb,  &c.  Put  yet  this 
Bond-is  not  near  enough,  that  ,Conjua£ti- 
on  feemeth  but  general  and  infirm  ;  both 
becaufe  it  is  in  fome  Manner  common  to 
all  Mankind,  who  (hall  not  be  all  advan- 
ced to  this  Privilege. #  By  taking  on  our 
Nature,  he  cometh*  nearer  to  humane 
Nature,  but  not  to  fome  beypnd  others  ; 
and  belides,  the  Diftance  is  not  filled  up 
this  Way,  becaufe  there  as  a  great  Difprti- 
portion  between  that  Nature  in  Chrift  and 
in  us :  In  him,  it  is  holy  and  undefiied,  and 
feparated  from  Sin  ;but  in  us,  it  is  unclean 
and  immerfedinro  Sin  ;  fo  that,  albeit  he 
be  nearer  us  ?s  a  Man,  yet  he  is  far  diftant 
and  unlike  us,"  a  holy,perfeft  Man  :  Now, 
what  Fellowship  can  be  between  £igbt 
and  Parknefs  ?  As  P*w/lpeAeth  of  the 
Marriage  of  Chriftians  with  Idolaters  ; 
much  greater  Diftance  and  Difegreement 
is  between  Chrift  and  us.  Therefore,  it 
feemeth,  that  fome  of  us  muft  be  changed 
and  transformed  :  But  bim  it  may  not  be ; 
he  cannot  become  liker  us  than  by  partak- 
ing of  our  Flelh  ;  for  if  he  had  become  a 
Sinner  indeed,  he  would  have  become  fo 
like  us,  that  he  could  not  help  himfelf  nor 
us  either ;  this  would  ecclipfe  the  Glory 
and  Happinefs  of  the  Marriage.  But  in 
that  he  came  as  nefr  as  could  be,  .with* 
•ut  difabling  himfelf,  to  make  iir  happy  ; 
and  fo  he  was  contented  to  come  in  the 
Place  of  Sinners,  and  take  on  their  Debt, 
and  anlwer  to  God's  Juftice  for  it  ;  yea', 
and  in  his  own  Perfon,  he  fubmitted  to 
be  tempted  to  Sin,  though  it  had  been  evil 
for  us  he  had  been  overcome  by  it  ;#yet 


this  brings  htm  a  Step  lower  and  nearer 
us,  and  maketh  the  Union  more  hopeful. 
But  fince  he  can  come  no  lower,  and  can 
^  be  made  no  liker  us  in  the  (Jafe  we  are  in ; 
then  certainly,  (if  the  Match  hold)  we 
muft  become  liker  him,  and  raifed  up  out 
of  our  miferable  Eftate,  to  fome  Suitable- 
nefs  to  his  holy  Nature  ;  and  therefore 
the  Love  and  Wifdom  of  God,  to  fill  up 
the  Diftance  CQmpletely,  and  effeftuate 
this  happy-Conjun&ion,  that  the  Creation 
feemeth  to  groan  for  (for,  ver.  *2.,tbe 
whole  Creation  if  pained  till  it  be  ac- 
compli jbed)  he  hath  fent  his  bleffed  Spirit 
to  dwell  in  us,  and  to  transform  .our  Na- 
tures,   and  make    them  Partakers    of 
the  Divine  Nature,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  as  Chrift 
was  Partaker  of  humane  Nature  ;  and 
thus  the  Diftance  Ihall  be  removed  ;,  when 
a  bleffed  Spirit  is  made  Flefti,    and^a 
fleftly  Man  made  Spirit,  then  they  are 
near  the  D*y  of  Efpoufals ;  and  this  In- 
dwelling of  the  Spirit  is  the  laft  Link  of 
the  Chain  that  fattens  us  to  Chrift,  and 
maketh  dur  Flefti  in  fome  Meafure  like, 
his  holy  Flefti.    By  taking  on  our  FleOy 
Chrift  became  Bone  of  our  Bone,  and 
Flefti  of  our  Flefti:  But  the  Union  be* 
cometh  mutual,  when  we  receive  the  Spi-, 
"t  y  we  become  Bone  of  bis  Bone,  and, 
Flejb  of  bis  Flejb,  as  it  is  exprefled,  Epb., 
y-  30-  in   Allufion   to  the  Creation  of 
Eve,  and  her  Marriage  to  Adam  \  the 
Ground  of  the1  Marriage  is,  that  near 
Bond  of  Union,  becaufe  flie  was  taken 
ouf  of  Man,  and  therefore  becaufe  of  his 
Flefti  and  Bone  (he  was  made  one  Flefb 
with  him;- even  io  the  tfiw^rmuftbe   ' 
Partaker  of  the  Spirit  of  Cbrift,  as  Qbrift . 
is  Partaker  of  the  Flejb  of Sinners  ;  and 
theft  two  concurring,  thefe  two  Knots  in- 
terchanging and  woven  through  other,  we 
become  one  Flefti  with  him.     And  rhis  is 
a  great  Myftery  indeed,  to  bring  two, 
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who  were  fo  tar  afunder,  fo  near  other. 
Yea,  it  is  nearer iban  that  too  ;  for  we 
are  faid,  not  only  to  be  one  Flejb  with 
Chrift,  but  otte  Sprit,  i  Cor.  vi.  1 7.  He 
that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit ; 
becaufe  he  is  animated  and  qukkned  by 
one  Spirit,  that  fame  Spirit  of  Chrift ; 
mnd  indeed  Spirits  are  more  capable  of 
-  Union,  and  more  fit  to  embofom  one  with 
another  than  Bodies ;.  therefore  tf* 
aeareft  Union  conceivable,  totbe  Union 
of  Spirits  by  Affeftion ;  this  raaketh 
two  Souls  one,  for  it  tranfports  their  Spi- 
rit out  of  the"  Body,  where  it  fives,  and 
fcttleth  it  there  where  it  lovetb:  / 

Now,  my  Beloved,  you  fee  what 
Way  this  great  Marriage,  tliat  Heaven 
and  Earth  are  in  a  longing  Expectation 
after,  Ihall  be  brought  about.  Chrift  he 
did  forfake  his  Father's  Houfe,  when  he 
left  that  holy  Habitation,  his  Father's 
Bdfom,  a  Place  of  marvellous  Delight* 
Pro.  viii.  30.  And  descended  into  the 
lowed  Parts  of  the  Eartb,  Eph.  iv.  9. 
And,  be  came  out  from  tbe  Father  into 
the  World,  Joh.  zvi.  28.  This  was  a 
great  Journey  to  meet  with  poor  Sinners. 
But,-  that  thece  may  be  a  full  and  entire 
Meeting,  you  mufi  leave  and  forfake 
your  Father's  Houfe  too,  and  forget 
your  own  People,  PJal.  xlv.  id.  You 
mud  give  an  entire  Renounce  to  all  for' 
mer  Lovers,  if  you  woujd  he.  his ;  all 
former  Bonds  and  Engagements  muft  be 
broken,  that  this  may  be  tied  the  fafter. 
And  to  hold  to  the  Subjeft  in  Hand,  ygu 
muft  for&ke  and  forget  the  Fleih,  and  be 
poflefled  of  his  Holy  Spirit  ;  as  he  came 
dowij  to  our  Flefh,  you  muft  rife  up  to 
meet  him  in  the  Spirit ;  theSpirit  of  Chrift 
muft  indeed  prevent  you,  and  take  you 
out  of  that  natural  Pofture  you  are  born 
itfo,  and  bring  you  a  great  Journey  from 


your f elves,  that  you  may  be  joined  unto 
him. 

This  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  his  MefTenger 
and   Ambaflador  fent  before-hand  to  fit 
you,  and  fuit  you  for  the  Day  of  Efpou- 
fills ;  and  therefore  he  muft  have  a  Dwel- 
ling aud  conftant  Abode  in  you.    This 
Indwelling  imports,  A  fpecial familiar 
Operation,  and  tbe  Perpetuity  or  Con- 
tinuance of  it.    The  Spirit  is   every 
where  in  his  Being*  and  he  worketh  every 
where  too  ;  but  here  he  hath  a  fpecial  and 
peculiar  Work  in  Commiflion,  to  reveal 
the  Love  of  God  in'Chrift,  to  engage  the 
Soul  to    lov$  him  again,  to  prepare  all 
within  for  the  great  Day  of  Efpou/als,  ro 
•purify  and  purge  the  Heart  from  all  that 
is  diipleafwg  to  Chrift,  to  correfpond  be- 
tween Chrift   and  his  Spolife,  between 
Heaven  and  Earth,  by  making  Imerceflion 
for  her  when  (he  oannot  pray  for  her  fclf, 
as  you  find  here,  Fer.  26.  and  fo  fending 
up  the  News  of  the  Souls  panting  and 
breathing  after  Chrift,    fending   up  her 
Love,  Groans  and  Sighs  to  her  Belpved, 
giving  Intelligence  of  all  her  Necefliiies 
to  him,  who  is  above;  in  the  Place  of  an 
Advocate  and  Interceeder;  and  then 
bringing  back  from   Heaven,  Light  and 
Life,  Direftion  from  her  Head  (  for  the 
Spirit  muft  lead  into  all  Truth  )  and  Con- 
folation ;  for  Chrift  hath  appointed  the 
Spirit,  to  fopply  his  Abfencg,  and  to  com- 
fort the  Soul  in  the  mean  *Time  till  he 
come  again :  You  have  this  mutual  and  re* 
ciprocal  Knot  in  1  Job.  i*.  13.  Here- 
by weknowtbat  we  dwell  in  him,  and  be 
in  usl-bytbe  Spirit  thai  be  bath  given. 
It  is  much  Nearnefi  to  dwell  one  with 
another,  but  much  greater,  to  dwell  one 
in  another:  And   'tis  reciprocal,  fuch  a 
wonderful  Interchange  in  it,  we  in  bim, 
Wdhe  in  us :  For  tbe  Spirit  carries  the 
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Soul  to  Heaven,  and  brings  Chrift,  as  it 
were,  down  to  the  Earth :  He  is  the  Mef 
fenger  that  carries  Letters  between  both  ; 
our  Prayers  to  him,  and  his  Prayers  for  us, 
and  Love-tokens  to  us,  tbe  anointing  that 
teacbetb  us  all  Things,  from  our  Huf- 
'    band,   1  John    ii.  27.  and  revealing  to 
us  tbe  Things  of  God*  i  Cor.  ii.  j». 
giving  us  the  Ftrft-firuits  of  that  happy 
and  glorious  Communion  we  muft  have 
with   Chrift   in*  Heaven,   as  you   fee, 
.  ^Vr.  33.  of  this  Chap,  and  Sealing  us 
to  tbe  Day  of  Redemption,  Eph.  i.  13. 
and  iv.  50.  Supplying  us  with  Divine 
Power  againft  our  fpiritual  Enemies,  fetch- 1 
ing  alengs  from  Heaven  that  Strength 
"'Whereby  our  Lord  and  Saviour  overcame 
all,  Epb.  iii.  .16.     Gal.   v.  17.     This 
is  a  Prefence  that  few  have,  fuch  a  familiar 
and  Love-abode:  But  certainly,  ail  that 
are  Chrift's  muft  have  it  in  fhtne  Mei- 
fure;  Now, .  whofoever  hath  if,  'tis  per- 
petual, the  Spirit  dwells  in  Mm  1  ;  '.T« 
not  a  Sojourning  for  a  Seafon,  not  a  Lodg- 
ing for  a  Night,  as  feme  have  Fits  and 
.Starts  of  feeling  God,  and  fome  transient 
Morions  of  Conviftion  or  Joy,  butre{urp 
again   to  the  Puddle;  thefe  go  through 
them  as  Lightning,  and  do   not   warm 
them,  or  change  them »  but  this  is  a  con- 
ihnt  Refidence ;  where  the  Spirit  takes 
up    Houfe   he  will  dwell,  be  dwelletb 
with  you,  and  Jball  be  in  you,,  and 
abide  for   ever,  John   xiv.    16,    17. 
Ij  the  Son  abide  in    tbe  Hottfe  for 
#W,  Joh.    viii.    35.   much  more  the 
Matter  of  the  Houfe  muft  abide.    Now 
the  Spirit,  where  he  dwells,  hath  gotten 
the  Command  of  that  Houfe;    all  the 
Power  is  put  in  his  Hand,  and  refigned 
to  bim ;  for  .where  he  dwells,  he  muft 
rule,  as  good  Reafon  is;  he  is  about  the 
greateft  Work  that  is  now  to  do  in  the 
World,  the  Repairing  and  Renewing  of 
.the  Rvtos  and  Breaches  of  Man's  Spi* 
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rit,  which  was  the  firft  Breach  in  the 
Creation,  and  the  Caufe  of  all  th?  reft  : 
He  is  about  the  cleanfmg  and  wafting  this 
Temple,  and  we  may  be  perfuaded  tbat 
be  who  batb  begun  this  good  Work,  mil 
perform  it  until  tbe  Day  of  Chrift  ^till  we 
be  prefented  blatnelefs  and  without  Spot 
to  our  Husbknd,  Phil.  i.  5,  6.  and  this 
the  grand  Confolation  of  Believers, 


that  they  have  this  Prefence  allured  to 
them  by  Proinife  ;  that  the  Spirit  is  fa 
cd  here,  by  *n  irrevocable  and  unchange- 
able Covenant  or  Donation,  and  will  not 
wholly  depart  from  them,  though  be 
may  withdraw  and  leave  you  confort- 
iefs  for  a  Seafon,  /fa.  lix.  21. 

Therefore  I  would  tout  up  allin  a  Word 
of  Exhortation  to  you.That  fince  we  have 
the  Promife  of  fo  noble  and  happy  a  Gueft, 
you  would  apply  your  felves  to  feet  him, 
and  then  keep  bim  ;  to  receive  him,  and 
then  retain  him.    It  is  true  that  he  muft 
firft  prevent  us ;  for  as  *b  Man  can  fay, 
tbatjtfus  is  tbe  Cbrifi^but  by  the  Spi~ 
rit  of  Ggd,  fo  no  Man  can  indeed  pray 
for  the  Spirit,  but  by  the  Spirits  own 
Interceffion    within  him.    Where  God 
hath  beftowed  any  Thing  of  this  Spirit, 
it  b  known  by  the  kindly  and  fervent 
Defires  after  more  of  it.    Now,  fince 
we  -have  fuch  a  large  and  ample  Promiie, 
JEztf*  xxryj.  27.    Joel.  ii.  28.  of  tbe 
pouring  cut  of  tbe  Spirit,  and  that  in  as 
^hfolute  and  free  a  Manner  as  can  be  ima- 
gfred ;  aqd  this  renewed  by  Chrift,  antf 
confirmed  by  his  Prayer  to  the  Father  for 
the  Performance  of  it,  Job.  xjv.  16.  17, 
and  then  we  have  a  fweet  and  ajfcftiotiatc 
Froraifc  propounded  in  the  moft  moving 
and  loving   Manner  that  cad  be,  Zj£. 
xi.  ij.  where  he  encourageth  us  to praj 
for  the  Spirit,  and  that  from  this  Ground, 
that  our  heavenly  Father,  who  placed  that 
natural  Afledtion  in  otljer  Fathers  towards 
their  Children,  whereby  they  cannot  ce- 
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fjfe  tliem  Bread  when  t  >ey  cry  for  if ;  he, 
who  was  the  Author  of  all  natural  Afle&i- 1 
nn,  mutt  certainty  tranfa n f'rtiem  in- 
finitely in  his  Love  to  his  Childern,  as 
ifee  Pfalmift  argues,  Sta/7  wf  6*  ri?af 
planted  the  Ear,  bear,  etnd  he  that  for- 
med the  Eye,  fee  *  So  may  a  poor 
Soul  rtafon  itfelf  to  fomfe  Confidence, 
Shall  not  he  who  is  the  Fountain  of  all  na- 
tural Love  in  Men  and  BeaAs  havemwh- 
more  himfelf?  And  if  my  Father  win 
not  give  me  a  Stone  when  1  feek  Bread, 
certainly  he  will  far  left  do  it :  There- 
fore, if  we  being  Evii,  know  bow  Jo 
give  good  things  to  our  Children,  'how 
'much  more  Jball  our  heavenly  Father 
give  bis  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  bim. 
Alas*  that  we  (hould  want  fuch  a  Gift  for 
not  asking  h  i  My  beloved,  fcr  us  en- 
large our  Defires  for  this  Spirit,  "tod  feek 
more  earneftly ;  and  no  doiAt  Jiffii&hn 
and  Importunity  will  not  be  lent  away 
rmpty.  ,  ft  it  any  wonder  we  receive  not, 
becaufeweaskhot,  or  we  ask  fc coldly, 
that  we  teach  Mm  in  a  manner  to  deny  us, 
flit  timide  rogat9  I  m*y  fky,frigidet 
docet  negare.  Ask  frequently,  and1  ask 
confidently;  and  Hs  Heart  canmK  deny. 
O  tfiac  we  could  lay  this  Engagement  on 
our  own  Hearts  to  be  more  in  Prayer  t 
let  us  prefs  ourfelves  to  this,  and  We 
need  not  prefi  him  ;  albeit  the  firft  ©race 
be  wholly  a  Snrprifal,  yet  certainly  be 
keeps  this  fuitable  Method  in  the  Enlar^ 
ments  of  Grace,  that  when  We  gjties  mote, 
toe  enlarge*  the  Heart  more  after  it,  he 
•peneth  the.  Mouth  wider  jo  ask  and  re- 
ceive, and,  according  to  that  Opacity,  fc> 
is  his  Hand  opened  to  fill  the  Heart.  O, 
why  are  our  Hearts  few,  when  his  Hand 
is  open!  Again, 'I  would  exhort  'ybu  in 
Jefus  Chrtft,  to  entertain  the  Spirit  fiM»)y, 
and  this  lball  keep  him.  To  this  Purpoit 
*re  thefe  ^honawo^,  <Stieve  mt  the 


Spirit,  Eph.  iv.  3a  and  Quench  not  the 
Spirit,  1  Tbef.  v.  19.  There  it  «>. 
thing  can  grieve  htm,  but  Sin  ;  and  tfyow 
entertain  that,  you  cannot  retain  him. 
He  is  a  Spirit  of  Holiodk.  and  he  is  a> 
bout  the  makiag.yott  holy ;  then  do  not 
mar  him  in  his  Work  ;  labour  to  advance 
das,  and  you  do  Urn  a  fteafure.  If  yon 
make  his  hoty  Temple  an  unclean  Cage 
for  hateful  Birds,  or  a  Temple  for  Idols; 
how  can  it  but  grieve  him  ?  And  if  yoo 
grieve  the  Spirit,  certainly  the  Spirit  wiU 
grieve  you,  will  make  you  repent  it  at  the 
Heart,  Pteafe  him,  by  hearkning  to  Us 
Motions,  and  following  his  Dire&on,  and 
he  ihall  comfort  you.  His  Office  is  to 
be  a  Spring  of  Coafbiation  to  you ;  bat  If 
you  grieve  him  by  waiting  in  the  Imagi- 
nation of  your  Hearts,  and  following  the 
Suggeftioos  of  the  Flefo,  bir  Enemy,  no 
doubt  that  Spiring  will  turn  its  Channel 
another  Way,  and  dry  op  for  a  Seafon  to- 
ward you.  It  is  not  evwy  Ski  or  fair- 
mfcy  dial  grieves  him  thus,  iffo.be  that  It 
grieve  thee ;  but  the  entertaining  of  any 
Sin,  and  making  Peace  with  any  of  hk 
Energies ,  that  cannot  but  <*$teafe 
1am:  And  O  wharLofi  you  have  by  in 
You  diipleafe  your  greateft  Friend,  to 
pfeafe  your  greateft  Enemy;  ydubloc 
and  Bludder  thar&sf  of  the  Spirit,  that 
you  (hall  not  be  able  to  read  it,  till  it  be 
ctanled  and  wafted  again.  Now ,  Jfany 
Man-have  not  the  Spirit  of  Cbrift,  he 
is  none  of  his,  be  is  not  a  Chriftiaa : 
Take  this  atongs  with  you,  who  aim  at 
nothing  but  the  external  and  outward  Shew 
or  vifible  Handing  in  the  Church ;  if  you 
have  not  this  Spirit,  and  the  Seal  of  this 
Spirit,  found  on  you,  Chrift  will  not 
know  you  for  his  in  that  Day  of  his  ap- 
pearing. 

SEA- 
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Verfe  10.  jJndifChrifi  he  in  you,  the  Body  is  dead  becaufe 
of  Sin :  But  the  Spirit  is  Ltfe>  becauje  of  Right  eottfitefs. 

GO  D's  Prefence  is  his  Wortinz  ;  hit 
Frefence  in  a  Soul  by  typ  Spirit  is 
his  Working  in  fuch  a  Sotfl  in  feme  fpecia! 
Manner,  not  common  to  all  Men,  but 
peculiar  to  them  whom  he  hath  cholen. 
Now  his  DweUins  is  nothing  elfe,  but  a 
continued,  familiar  and  endlefi  Working 
tn  a  Soul,  till  he  have  conformed  all  with- 
in to  the  Image  of  his  Son.  The  SquI 
is  the  Office-boufe,  or  tPorhbottfe  that 
the  Spirit  hath  taken  up,  to  frame  in  it  the 
raoft  curious  Piece  of  the  whole  Creation, 
even  to  reftore  and  repair  that  MWtafr- 
piece,  which  came  laft  from  God's  Hand, 
ah  ultima  manu,  andfb  was  the  chfefeft ; 
I  mean,  the  Image  of  God,  in  Righteouf- 
nefs  aad  Holinek  Now,  this  is  the 
^Bond  of  Union  between  God  and  us : 
Cbrift  is  the  Bond  oMJnioh  with  God, 
but  the  Spirit  is  the  Bond  of  Union  with 
Chrift.  Cbrift  is  the  Ye  ace  between  God 
and  us,  that  makes  of  two  one,  but  the 
Spirit  is  the  Link  betweenChrift  and  us, 
whereby  he  hath  immediate  and  aftual  In- 
tereft  in  us,  and  we  in  him.  f  find  the 
Union  between  Chrift  and  a  Soulfbadow- 
ed  out  in  Scripture,  by  the  neareft  Re-. 
latioas  among  Creatures,  (for  truly  theft 
are  but  Shadows,  /and  that  is  the  Body  or 
Subftance)  and  becaufe  an  Union  that  is 
mutual,  is  neateft  it  is  often  foexprettd, 


as  it  imports  an  interchangeable  Relati- 
on, a  reciprocal  Conjunction  with  Cbrift. 
The  Knot  iscaft  on  both  Sides  to  make 
itftrong,  Chrift  in  us,  and  we  in  him  - 
God  dwelling  in  us,  and  we  in  tmn ;  and 
both  by  this  one  Spirit,  i  John  iv.  13. 
Hereby  wekmwtbatGoddmelletbinusp 
and  we  in  torn,  by  bis  Spirit  which  be 
batb  given  us.  You  find  it  often  injfobn, 
who  being  moft  poflefled  .with  the  Lore 
of  Chrift,  and  moft  fenfihle  of  his  Lot*, 
could  beft  exprefs  it :  /  m  tbtm,  emd  tbey 
in  me-.  He  that  keepetb  bis  Commands 
dwelietb  inbim,  and  be  in  bim;  as  the 
Names  of  married  Perioas  are  fpelled 
through  other,  lb  doth  he  (pell  out.  this  in- 
dwelling;  'tis  not.  Cohabitation,  but  In- 
habitation ;  neither  that  alone  fingly,  but 
mutual  Inhabitation,  which  amounts  to 
a  kind  of  Penetration,  the  moft  intimate 
and  immediate  Prefcace  imaginable,  Cbrift 
dwelietb  in  our  Hearts  by  faith  ;  and 
we  dwell  in  CbriM  by  Law,  Eph.  i.  7. 
and  1  Johniv.  Death,  bringeth,  him  in- 
to the  Heart;  for  it  is  the  rery  Applica- 
tion of  a  Saviour  to.  a  fiofiil  Soul,  ft  is 
.the  veiy  WW**  of  Us  Blood  and  Suf- 
ferings to  the  Wound  that  Sin  hyh  made 
<in  the  Confidence  1  the  laying  of  that  Sa- 
crifice propitiatory  to  the  wounded  Com 
fcience,  is  '  that  wfakh  tats  it,  peoteifa 
Pp  a  and 
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and  calms  ic.  A  Chriftian,  by  receiving 
the  Offer  of  the  Gofpel  cordially  and  ifr 
ftAionately,  brings  in  Chrift  offered  into 


with.iwm.  Therefore,  believing  is  re- 
eeiving,  Joh.  i.  the  very  Opening  of  the 
Heart  to  let  in  an  offereH  Saviour  ;  and 
chen  Chrift,  thus  pofleffiflg  the" Heart  by 
Faitb,  he  works  by  Love,  and  be  that  I 


apprehenftonsand  Dekifions  of  Men  in 
their  Selfjudgings :  Becaufe  Self-love 
blind*  our  Eyes,  and  maketh  our  Hearts 


his  Home,  and  then  Salutation  comes 4  deceive  tfiemltlves  i  we  are  given  to  this 


SelCrtattery,  to  pretend  and  claim  to  an 
Intereil  in  Jefus  Chrift,  even  though  there 
be  no  more  Evidence  for  it,  than  the  ex- 
terna! Relation-  that  we  have  to  Chrift, 
as  Members  of  his  vifible  Body,  or  Par- 


dmelletb  iri  Lave,  dwelletb  jn  God,  and  I  takers  of  a  common  Influence  of  his  Spi- 


God  in  bim.  Love  hath  this  fpecial  Vir- 
tue in  it,  that  it  tranfports  the  Soul  in  a 
Manner  out  of  irfelf,  to  the  Beloved* 
Cam.  i.  9.  Amma  eft  ubi  amat,  non 
utianimat\  the  fixing  and  eftabliJhing  of 
'  the  Heatt  on  God*  is  a  dwelling:  in  bim  ; 
£>r  the  conftant  and  raoilcadtinuec  Re* 
tidence  of  the  mod  ferious  Thoughts  and 
Afleftions,  will  be  their  dwelling  in  the 
JUl-fulnefs  and  Riches  of  Grace  in  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  as  the  Spirit  dweileth  where  he 
worketh,  fo'the  Soul  dwelletb  where  it 
ttelighteth ;  its  Complacency  in  Qod  m  2  k- 
fth  a  frequent  Iflue  or  Outgoing  to  him 
in  Defires  wd  Breathings  after  him :  And 
by  Means  of  this  fame,  God  dweileth  in 
the  Heart ;  for  Love  is  the  opening  upof 
the  inmoft  Chamber  of  ths  Heart  to  him, 
it  brings  in  the  Beloved  into  thef  vqry  Se- 
crets of  the  Soul,  toly  all  Night bfpmip  t 
bisBreafts%nsaBundieofMyrx^Cm* 
»•  13.  And  indeed  all  the  (weet  Odours  of 
holy  Dunes,  and  all  the  performing  of 
good    Wdrks,  4tad  edifying  Speeches, 
Spring  out  only,  and aft-feat  fo/dfc  from 
«Us  Bundle  of  Myrrhtbatlids  feerwist  the 
Breaftsofa  CWtffcan,  in  the.imnqft  of 
his  Heart,  from  CKrift  dwelling  jin  ihe 
Aftftions  of  theSouL 

Now  this  being  tbeiBopd  of  JO&op  be* 
twixt  Chrift  aAdus,  itfblWwsneceiTa 
that  whoever  hatfrnot  the  Spirit  of Chri/r, 
Me  if  none  of  bit  load  ibis  isfugqined 


There  are  fomeexternal  Bonds  and 
Ty es  to  Chrift,  which  are  like  a  Knot 
that  may  eafily  be  loofed,  if  any  Tjfcig 
get  hold  of  the  End  of  it ;  as  by  our  Re- 
Utions  to  Chrift  by  iBapdfrn,  hearing  the 
Word,  ydbr  outward  Covenanting  tu  be 
his   People ;  all  thefe  are  loofe  unfiire 
Knots;  It  is  as  caly  to  unty  thfcm,  as  to 
ty  them,  ye^  *nd  more  eafy  ;  and  yet 
many  have  nb  other  Relation  to  Chrift; 
than  what  thefe  make.    But  it  is  only  the 
Spirit  of  pbrift  gjhren  to  lis  that  entitles  * 
andintcreAttbusinbim,  and  him  in  mt 
'tis  the    Spirit  working  in  your  Souls 
mightily   and  continually,   making  your 
Hearts  Templet' for  the  offering  of  the 
Sacrifice  of  Prayer  and  Praiies,  cafting  out 
all  Idols  out  of  thefe  Temples,  that  he 
alone  may  be  adored  and  worihipped,  by 
the  afteftiomte   Service  of"  the  Heart, 
purging  them  from  all  Filtbinefs  of  Fleih 
and  Spirit  i  it  is  the   Spirit,  I  fiy,  thus 
dwelling  in  Men,  thai  maketrftbem  living 
Members  of  the  true  fcody  of  Chrifr,  live- 
ly joined  to  ttie  Head.CV// ;  this  maketh 
him  yours*  ^njl^ou  hisj;  by  venue'  of  this 
he  may  command  you  as  his  own.  and 
you  may  uJ?  and  irnploy  Kjifliat  your  awn. 
Now,  for  want  of  this  in  aloft  Part  of. 
Men,  they  alfo  want  ttys  litjng,  fiving" 
Intereft  m'fcfcirlfti  they  have  no  real,' 
but  an  imaginary '  and  notional  Propriety ' 
and  Right  to  the  Lord  Jefus;  for  Chrift; 
of  jty  jtiif- '  muil  fiiii  iake  Ifeflcffion  of  w  by  hii  #*• 
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this  holy  Trinity  comcth  in  to  dwell.  th* 
other  of  Hell  muft  go  om.  Now,  my 
Beloved,  do  you  think  this  a  light  Map 
ter,  to  be  difowned  by  Jefus  ChriftV 
Truly,  the  Word  of  Chrift.  which  is  the 
Charafter  of  all  our  Evidences  and  Rights 
for  Heaven,  difuwns  many,  as  Baftards 
and  dead  Members,  withered  Branches ; 
and  certainly,  according  to  this  Word  lie 
will  judge  you  :  tfbe  Word  that  I  have 
Jpokenjbali  judge  you  in  tbelaft  Day  i 

0  that  is  a  heavy  Word!  You  have  the 
very  Rule  and  Method  of  proceeding 
laid  down  before  you  now,  which  (half 
he  punctually  kept  at  -than  great  Day; 
Now,  why  do  you  not  read  your  Ditty 
*nd  condemnatory  Sentence.kere  regifter* 
ed  ?  If  you  do  not  read  it  now;  in  your 
Consciences,  he  will  one  Day  read  it  be- 
fore Men  and  Angels,  and  pronounce  this, 

1  hum  you  not  far  mine,  you  are  none  of 
mine.    But  H  you  would  now  take  it  to 
your  Hearts,  there  might  be  Hope  that 
it  JhoukJ  go  no  further,  and  come  to  no 
njore  pubiick  hearing ;  there  were  Hope 
that  it  Ihould  be  repealed  before  that  Day> 
becaufe  the  firft  Entry  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  is  to  convince  Men  of  Sin,  that 
they  are  Unbelievers,  and  without  God 
in  the  World  ;  and  if  this  were  done,  then  - 
it  were  more  eaiy  to  convince  you  of 
Chrift's  Righteoulhefs,  and  perliiade  you 
to  embrace  it ;  and  this  would  lead  in  *> 
nother  Link  of  the  Chain,  the  Conviction 
of  Judgment*  to  perfoade  you  to  refigrr 
your  b\\e$  to  the  Spirit"!  Rule,  and  re* 
nounce  the  Kingdom  of  Satan  ;  this  weft 
another  Trinity,  *  Trinity  upon  Earth, 
three  bearing  Witnefs  on  the  Earth  that 


rit,  before  we  have  any  true  Right  to 
bim,  or  can  willingly  reftgn  our  felvesto 
him,  and  give  him  Right  over  us.    What 
(hall  it  profit  us,  my  Beloved,  to  be  called 
Chriftians,  and  to  efteem  our  felves  fo, 
if  really  we  be  none  of  Chrift's?  Shall  it 
not  heighten  our  Condemnation,  fo  much 
the  more,  that  we  defire  to  pals  for  fuch, 
and  give  out  bur  felves  fo  ;  and  yet  have 
no  inward  Acquaintance  and  Intereft  in 
him,  whofe  Name  we  love  to  bear?  Are 
not  the  moft  Part  Shadows  and  Pictures  of 
true  Chriftians,  Bodies  without  the  Soul 
ofChriftianity,  thatis.fte  Spirit  of  "Cbrift, 
whofe  Hearts  are  Treafures  of  Wicked- 
nefs  and  Deceit,  and  Store-houfes  of  Ini- 
quity and  Ignorance.    It  may  be  known 
what  Treafure  fills  the  Heart,  by  that 
which  is  the  conftant  and  common  Vent 
of  it,  as  our  Saviour  (peaks,  Mattb.  xv. 
19.  and  xii.  34,  35-  Out  oftbe  Abun- 
dance oftbe  Heart  the  Mouth /peaks, 
the  Feet  walks,  and  the  Hand  works : 
Confider  then,  if  the  Spirit  of  Cod  dwel- 
leth  in  fuch  unclean  Habitations  and  dark 
Dungeons;  certainly  no  Uncleannefs  or 
Darknefs  of  the  Houfe  can  hinder  Mm  to 
come  in  ;  but  it  is  a  litre  Argument  arid 
Evidence  that   he  is  not  as  yet  come  in, 
becaufe  the  Prince  of  Darknefs  is  not  yet 
cart  out  of  many  Souls,  nor  yet  the  un- 
clean Spirits  that  lodge  within :  Thefe 
haunt  your  Hearts,  and  are  as "fo*ji!iar 
now  as  ever.    Sure  I  am,  many  Souls 
have  never  yet  changed  their  Guefts,  and 
it  is  as  fure  that  the  firft  Cueft  that  taleth 
up  the  Soul,  is  Darknefs  and  defperire 
Wickednefs,  with  unparalleled  Deceitful- 


nefc ;  there  is  an  accurfed    Trinity,  ir 

ftead  of  that  blefled  Trinity,  the  Father,!  you  have  the  Spirit  of  God. 

the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  ivhfn  I 
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yerC  io.  And  if  Chrifi  be  in  jou%  the  Body  is  dead  bepau/e 
.    of  Sin,  &c. 


ALL  the  nreceeding  Verfea  feem  to  be  i 
purpofely  fet  down  by. the  Apoftle 
for  tt*  Comfort  of  Christians,  againft 
the  Remnants  of  Sin  and  Corruption 
within  them  ;  for  in   the    preceeding 
Chapter,  he  perfonates  the  whole  Body 
of  Chrift  Militant,  Jhewing  in  his  own 
Example  how  much  Sin  remains  in  the 
Hotteft  in  this  Life,  and  this  he  rather  in- 
stances in,  hU  own  Perfon  than  another, 
that  all  may  know  that  Matter  ofxontinu- 
a!  Sorrow  and  Lamentation  is  furnifoed 
to  the  chiefeft  of  Saints  ;  and  yet  in  this 
Chapter,  he  propounds  the  ConfbJaiioa  of 
£hriftians  more  generally,  that  all  may 
know,  that  thefe  Privileges  and  Immuni- 
ties belong  even  to  the  meaoeft  and  weak* 
eft  of  Christians;  that  as  the  beft  have 
Reafon  to  mourn  in  themftlvss,  fo  the 
word  wantnot  Reafon  to  rejoice  in  Je- 
fiis  Chrift.    And  this  would  always  be 
minded,  that  the  araplert  Grounds  of  the 
ijtrpngeft  Confclation  are  general  to  all 
that  come  indeed  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  are 
not  reftrifted  untoSaints  of  fitch  and  fuch 
at  Growth  and  Stature  ;the  common  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Gofpel  are  more  full  of  this 
Milkaf  Confolation,  if  you  would  fuckit 
(QUt  of  them,fthan  many  particular  Grounds 
which  you  are  laying  down  for  your  felves. 
God  hath  fo  difpofed  and  contrived  the 
:Work  of  our  Salvation,  that  in  this  Life 
be  that  hath  gathered  much,  in  fome  re- 
jpe<5t  hath  nothing  over,  that  is  to  fay, 
bath  no  more  Reafon  to  boaft  than  ano- 
ther, but  will  be  constrained  to  fit  down 
and  mourn  -over  his  own-evil  Heart,  and 
the  Etfiptiods  of  it;  and  he  that  hath  ga- 


thered left,  hath  in  fome  Senfe  no  Want: 
I  mean,  he  is  not  excluded  and  tout  out 
from  the  Right  to  thefe  glorious  Privi- 
leges, which  may  exprefi  Gloriation  and 
Rejoicings  from  the    Heart,  that  thete 
might  be  an  Equality  in  the  Body,  he 
maketh  the  ftranger  Chriffian  to  par- 
take with  the  weaker  in  his  bitter  Things, 
and  thp  weaker  with  the  flronger  in  his 
fweet  Things ;  that  none  of  them  may 
conceive  themfelves  either   defpifed,  or 
atone  regarded  ;  that  the  Punucb  may 
not  have  Reafon  to  fay,  lam  a  dry  Tret, 
Ma.  ivi.  3.  For,  behold  the  Lord  will 
the.  even  to  fuchf  a  Place  in  bis  Houfe, 
and  a  Name  better  than  of  Sons  and 
Daughters.    The  Soul  that  is  in  Since- 
rity aiming  at  this  Walk,  and  whole  in- 
ward Defires  frirs   after  more  of  this 
Holy  Spirit,  he  will  not  refufe  tfrfuch 
that  Name  and   Efteem,  th.it  they  dare 
not  take  to  themfelves,  becaufe  of  their 
feen  and  felt  Unworthinefs.    Now,  in 
this  Ferfe  he  proceeds  further,  to  the 
Fruits  and  Efieftsof  Sin  dwelling  in  us. 
to  enlarge  the  Conization  agjunft  that  too. 
Now.  IfCSmft  be  in  you.  ibe  Body.  &c. 
Seeing  the  Word  of  God  hath  made  fuch 
a  Connexion  between  Sin  and  Death, 
and  Death  is  the  Wages  of  Sin,  and  that 
which  is  the  juft  Recompenfe  of  Enmity 
and  Rebellion  qgainft  <God,  the   poor 
troubled  Soul  might  be  ready  to  conceive, 
that  if  the  Body  be  adjudged  to  Death  for 
So.  that  the  reft  of  the  Wages  (hall  be 
paid,  and  Sin  having  fo  much  Dominion 
atto  kill  the  Body,  that  it  (hould  exerce 
its  full  power  to  deftroy  all ;  feeing  we 

have 
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eth  that  State  unto  you :  The  Comfort  is, 
it  is  neither  total,  for  it  is  only  the  Death 
of  your  Body;  nor  is  it  perpetual,,  for 
your  Bodies  (hall  be  railed  again  to  life 
eternal,  ver.  1 1 .  And  not  only  is  it  oofy 
in  Part,  and  for  a  Seafon,  but  it  is  for  a 
bleffed  End  and  Purpofe,  it  is  that  Sin 
may  be  wholly  cleanfed  out ;  that  this 
Tabernacle  is  taken  down,  as  the  leprous 
Houfes  were  to  be  taken  down  under  the 
Ifdw,  and  as  now  we  ufe  to  cafl  down 
Perl-lodges,  the  better  to  cleanfe  them  of 
the  Infection :  It  is  not  to  prejudge  him 
of  Life,  bur  to  inftal  him  in  a  better  Life. 
Thus  you  fee  that  it  is  neither  total  nbr 
perpetual,  but  it  is  medicinal  and  profita- 
ble to  the  Soul ;  it  is  but  the  Death  of  the 
Body  for  a  Moment,  and  the  Life  of  the 
Soul  for  erer. 


have  a  vifible  Character  x>f  the  Qurfe  of 
God  engraven  onus  in  the  Mortality  of 
our  Bodies ;  it  may  -look  with  fuch  a  Vi- 
fage  on  a  Soul  troubled  for  Sin,  is  if  it 
were  but  Earned  of  the  full  Curie  and 
Weight  of  Wrath,  and  that  Sin  were  not 
fully  Satisfied  for,  nor  Juftice  fully  004-. 
tented  by  ChriJVs  Raiibra.  Now,  fefc 
oppofes  to  this  Mifconception,  the  ftrong- 
eft  Ground  of  Confclation,  If  Cbrift  be. 
in  you ,  though  your  Bodies  muft  die  fin- 
Sin,  bccaufe  Sin  dwelleth  in  them,  yet 
that  Spirit  of  Life  that  is  in  you,  hath  begun 
eternal  Life  in  your  Souls;  your  Spirits 
are  not  only  immortal  in  Being,  but  that 
eternal  happy  Qeing  is  begun  in  you  i  the 
Seeds  of  it  arecaft  into  ytmr  Souls,  and 
flull  certainly  grow  up  to  Perfection  of 
Holinefs  and  Happinefs,  and  this  through 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  aflur-  \ 
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Verf.  10  And  if  Chrift  be  in  you*  the  Body  is  deadbecaufe 
of  Sin  j  &c. 


THis  is  the  high  Excellency  of  the  Cbri- 
ftian  Religion,  that  it  contains  the 
moft  abfolute  Precepts  for  an  holy  &fe% 
and  the  greatefi  Comforts  in  Death-.  For . 
irom  thdfe  Two,  the  Truth  and  Excel* 
lency  of  Religion  is  to  be  meafured,  if 
it  have  the  higheft  and  perfetfert  Rule  of 
Walking,  and  the  chiefeft  Comfort  with- 
al. Now,  the  Perfe&ion  of  Chriftianity 
you  law  in  the  Rule,  how  fpiritual  it  is  ? 
How  reasonable  ?  How  diyine  ?    How 


/free  from  all  corrupt  Mixture?  How 
tranfeending  all  the  mod  exquUite  Pre* 
jcepts  and  Laws  of  Men,  deriving  a  holy 
Conversation  from  the  bigbeft  Fountain, 
the  Spirit  of  Cbrift,  and  conforming  it  to 
the  higheft  Pattern,  the  Will  of  God. 
And  indeed,  in  the  firft  Word  of  this  ver. ' 
there  is  Something  of  the  excellent  Nature 
of  Christianity  bolder*  out,  if  Cbrift  be  in 
you,  which  is  the  true  Description  of  a 
Chriftiao,  one  in  whom  Chrift  i$9  which 

import 


3o5 


SERMON    XXVII. 


imports,  tbe  divine  Jftrinciple,  and  tbe 
frbritual  Subjett  of  Cbriftianity.  The 
Principle  is  Chrift  in  a  Man,  Chrift  by  his 
.Spirit  dwelling  in  him.  This  great 
*  Apqftle  knew  this  well  in  his  own  Expe- 
1  rience,'  and  therefore  he  can  fpeak  beft  in 
this  Stile,  Hive,  yet  not  J,  butCbrift  in 
me,  Gal.  ii.  20.  importing,  that  Chrift 
and  his  Spirit  is  to  the  Soul,  whit  the 
Soul  is  to  tne  Body :  That  there  is  a  li- 
ving Influence  from  Heaven,  that  acts 
and  moves  the  SduI  of  a  Chriftiin  a* 
powerfully,  yet  as  fwectly  and  pleafanrly 
a$  if  it  were  the  natural  Motion  of  the 
S6ul:  And  truly  it  is  the  natural  Mt-rion 
of  the  Soul,  'tis  thit  primitive  Life  which 
was  moft  connatural  to  the  Soul  ot  Man, 
which  Sin  did  deprive  us  of:  All  the 
powerful  Conftraint  and  Violence  that 
Chrift  ufes  in  drawing  the  Souls  of  Men 
to  him,  and  after  him,  is  as  kindly  unto 
them,  and  perfects  them  as  much,  as  that 
Impulfe  by  which  the*  Soul  moves  and 
turns  the  Body  ;  a  fweet  Compullion  and 
blefTed  Violence  1  Now  this  ftould  make 
Chriftians  often  "to  reflect  upon  another 
Principle  of  their  Life  than  themfelves, 
that  by  looking  onh\m9wboistbe  Refur- 
reftton  and  tbe  Life,  who  is  tbe  true 
Pine,  and  abiding  in  him  by  Faith,  their 
Life  may  be  continued  and  increafed.  It 
is  certainly  much  Reflection  on  him,  wbo 
is.  All  in  All\  and  lefs  upon  our  felves. 
that  maintains  this  Life :  And  therefore, 
the  moft  Part  of  Men  being  wholly  Stran- 
gers to  this,  whether  in  their  Purpofes  or 
Wactices,  or  judgings  of  both,  unacquain- 
ted with  any  higher  Look  in  Religion, 
than  they  life  in  their  natural  and  civil 
Actings,  it  doth  give  Ground  to  allure  us, 
that  they  are  Strangers,  alienated  from 
jbe  Life  of  God,  without  God  <*nd  with- 
$Ht  Cbrift  in  tbe  World, 


But  then,  tbe  fpiritual  Subjeft  of 
Cbriftianity  is  here,  Chrift  in  you,  not 
Chrift  without  you,  in  Ordinances,  sin 
Profe/fion,  in  fome  civil  Carriage  ;  but 
Chrift  within  the  Heart  of  a  Man  that 
is  a  Cbriftiatf '  It  is  the  receiving  of 
Chrift  into  the  Soul,  and  putting  htm  on 
upon  the  inner  Man,  and  renewing  it, 
that  makes  a  Chriftian  ;  not  being  external' 
ly  cioathed  with  him,  or  com  palled  about 
with  him  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Or- 
dinance? :  It  fears  me,  moft  part  of  us  who 
bear  the  Name  of  Cbriftianity,  have  no 
Character  of  it  within,  if  we  were  looked 
ftndfearched.  Many  are  like  the  Sepul- 
chres Chrift  fpeaks  of,  without  painted 
and  fair,  within  nothing  but  Rottenneis 
and  dead  Bones.  What  have  many  of 
you  more  of  Chrift,  than  what  a  blind 
Man  hath  oCLight?  It  is  round  about  him. 
but  not  within  Mm.  The  Light  hath 
fhined  in  Darknefs,  but  your  Darknefs 
cannot  comprehend  it :  You  are  environ- 
ed  with  the  outward  Appearances  of  Chrift 
in  his  Word  and  Ordinances,  and  ihat  is 
ail ;  but  neither  within  you,  nor  upon 
many  of  you,  is  there  any  Thing  either  of 
his  Light  or  Life  ?  Not  fo  much  as  any 
outward  Profeflion  or  Behaviour,  Ratable 
to  tbe  Revelation  of  Chrift  about  you  :  As 
if  you  were  alhamed  to  be  Chriftians, 
you  maintain  grofs  Ignorance,  and  practife 
manifeft  Rebellion  again/!  his  known  WjIJ, 
in  the  very  Light  of  the  Gofpel.  How 
few  have  fo  much  Tincture  ofChrift,  fo 
much  as  to  colour  the  external  Man,  or  to 
clothe  it  with  any  BlaraeMTnefs  of  Walk- 
ing, or  Form  of  Religion  ?  How  few  are 
fo  much  as  Chriftians  in  the  Letter  ?  For 
you  are  not  acquainted  either  with  Letter 
or  Spirit,  either  with  Knowledge  or  A£ 
fection,  or  Practice.  But  fuppofe  that 
fome  hare  put  on  Chrift  on  their  out- 
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ward  Man,  fcand  colour  over  themfelres 
with  fome»Ferfbrmances  of  religious  Du- 
ties; and  finixxh  themfchrcs  with  Civility 
in  Carriage;  ye*i    alaii  how  few  are 
diey  who  as*  renewed  int  he  Spirit  of  their 
Mod,  and  bare  put  on  thn  ft  in  their  in- 
ward Man,  who  hf?e  opened  the  Secrets 
erf  tbeir  Hearts,  add  received  him  to  ?y 
cB  JMjg  *f  between  tbek  Ereafts  t  How 
few  are  bulled  about  their  Hearti,  to 
have  any  new  Impreffion  and  Dye  upon 
tbtir  Afle&ioos,  to  moatd  them  after  a 
new  Manner,  to  kill  the  Lore  of  this 
-.World,  and  the  Lufts  of  it,  and  cart  out 
die  Rottennefs  apd  Superfluity  of  Naugh- 
finds  wUcb  abides  within?   But  fome 
there  are,  who  are  perfia  Jed  thus  to  do, 
io  gbre  up  their  Spirits  to  Religion  ,  and 
all  their  Bofinefs  and  Care  is,  r#  have 
Cbrifi  within, as v*U as  vtb*u<   Now, 
if  the  reft  of  you  will  not  be  periuzded  to 
be    of  this  Number,  con  fider  what  you 
frejudge  your  (elves  of,  of  all  the  Com* 
fcrt  of  Religion ;  and  then  Religion  is  no 
JMJyjon,  and  to  DO  FUrpofe,  if  you  have 
.fKritetjefit  by  is.    Ani  certainly,  except 
Chrift  be  in  you^  m  *  King  to  rule  you , 
and  a  Frefta  tot^a&you,  to  fubdue 
ypur  Infls,  aitf  tOTJii^ei  your  Darknefs, 
when  he  appears,  h*  cannot  appear  to 
your  Comfort  and  Sfdv^tion.    You  are 
deprived  of  4U  gtea  Cordial  agiinft 
peath,and  Deatfr  ipuft  feize  upon  all  that 
is  within  yotit    Spul  and    Body,    fince 
Chrift  the  Spirit  of  Ufe  js  not  within  you. 
Happincfs  without  you,  will  not  make 
you  happy :  Salratioa  round  about  you 
wifl  not&ve  you.    If  you  would  be  Tar- 
ed, there  muft  be aqear  and  immediate 
Union  with  Htppinefi,   Chrift  in  the 
Mean*  4nd$alvanoocoowh  with  him. 
4  Cbrifiian  is  ftsjc  only  Chrift  without' 
not  impufrtfak  Sins  so  him*  clothing 
fcm  with  his  lUgHtcodtefs ;  but  Cbrit 


within  too,  cleaning  the  Heart  from  the 
Lore  of  Sin*  perfecting  Holinefi  in  the 
Fear  of  God.    Do  not  think  you  bare. 
any  Share  in  Chrift  without  you,  except  / 
you  receive  Chrifl  within  yon  ;  becaufe 
Chrift  is  one  within  and  without,  and  his 
Gifts    arc    undivided.    Therefore  true 
Faith  receives  whole  Cbrifl,  asacompleat 
Saviour  j  even  as  he  is  entirely  offered, 
Co  he  is  undivided!/  received:  As  he  b 
without  faring  us,  and  within  fin&ifying 
us,    ChriA   without,     delivering    from 
Wrath,   and    Chrift   within,  redeeming 
from  all  Iniquity,  thefe  cannot  be  parted, 
more  than  his  Coat  that  had  no  Scam,  It 
isa  heavy  and  weighty  Word  of  this  A- 
poftle's,  2  Cor.  tttL  $.  Examine  your 
felnes t  whether  you  he  in  the  Faitkz 
Know  you  not  your fehes,  that  Chrift  is 
in  you,  except  you  he  reprobates  ?  I 
wifh  youwouJdlay  it  to  Heart,  who  hare 
never  yet  returned  to  your  Hearts :  if 
Chrift  be  notjormed  in  you,  as  Gat.  tv. 
tt>,  you  areas  yet  among  the  Refufc, % 
Drofi,  and  that  which  tnuft  be  burnt  ' 
with  Fire  :  You  cannot  but  be  cait  away 
in   the  Dsy  when  he  makes  up  bis 
Jewels.    Where  Chrift  is,  he  Ji  the 
Hope  of  Glory  >  he  is  an  int mortal  Seed   ' 
of  Glory ,  How  can  you  hope  for  Chrift, 
who  hare  nothing  of  him  within  you  t 

Now,  the  other  Touch-flont  of  true 
Religion,  ist  the  great  Comfort  it  furn* 
Jbes  to  the  Soul:  And  of  a[]  Comfort* 
the  greater!  is  chat,  which  is  a  Cordial  ta 
the  Heart,  agaiufl  the  greatcj?  Fears  1ml 
Evils.  Now,  certainly  the  Matter  <£ 
greater  Fear  is  Heath,  not  (o  much  IV 
caufeofitfelf,  but  chiefly  becauft  of  thtt 
Eternity  of  unchangeable  Mifery,  that  na- 
turally it  transmits  them  uuto.  Now.  ii 
is  only  Chriftian  Melfion  pofleffsng  the  , 
Heart,  that  arms  a  Man  coniplearfy  a- 
gaioft  the  Fur  tiibe  r  of  Death  i dejf,  or 
QA  «hf 
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the  Confequents  of  it:  It  gjnreth  tho  moft  I 
powerful  Conlblation,  thit  not  only  ever- ' 
cometh  the  Bitternefs,  and  takcthout  the 
Sciag  of  Death,  but  changeth  the  Nature 
of  it  fofar,  as  to  make  it  the  Matter  of 
Triumph  and  donation. 

There  is  fomething  here  fcppofed,  the 
morft  that  can  befaf  a  Cbriftian,  it  is 
the  Death  of  a  Part  of  him,  and  that 
the  word  and  ignobleft  Fart  only,  the 
Body  is  dead  hecaufe  of  Sin.  Then, 
that  which  is  oppofed  by  Way  of  Com- 
fort to  coitnterballante  it,  is,  the  Life'of 
hi/  better  and  more  noble  Part.  And 
betides  we  hare  the  Fountains  both  of  that 
Death  and  this  Life,  Mans  Sin  the  Caufe 
of  bodily  Death*  Chrifs  Righteoufnefs 
the  Fountain  of  fpirituaf  life. 

Of  Death  many  hare  had  Tweet  Medi- 
tations, even  among  thefe  that  the  light 
of  the  World  hath  not  fhined  upon :  And 
indeed  they  may  make  us  afhamedwho 
profefs  Cbriftfanitj,  and  fo  the  Hope 
of  the  Refurretfion  from  the  Dead, 
that  they  lave  accounted  it  only  true 
.Wifiom  and  (bund  Fhilofophy,  to  medi- 
tate often  on  Death  \  and  made  it  the 
rery  principal  Point  of  living  well,  to  be 
always  learning  to  die;  and  have  applied 
their  whole  Studies  that  Way.  negfefting 
frefent  Things  that  are  in  the- by  have 
given  themfelves  to  fearcb  out  ibme  Com- 
fort a&ainft  Death,  or  from  Death.  Yea, 
fome  have  fo  profited  in  this,tbat  they  have 
accoontedDeath  the  greateftGood  that  can 
fcefai  Man,  and  perfuaded  others  to  think 
fo.  Now,  what  may  we  think  of  our 
felves.  who  icarce  apprehend  MortuHty, 
tfpecially  confidering  that  we  have  the 
true  Fountain  of  k.revealed  to  u$,  and  the 
true  Nature  and  Confequents  of  it. 

Alt  Menmuft  needs  know,  that  Death 
Is  die  mod  univerfal  Ring  in  the  World, 
that  it  reigns  grer  all  Ages,  Seror  Cob* 


dittos,  Nations  ind'  Times :  Though 
few  be  willing  to  entertain  Thoughts  of 
it ;  yet  fooner  or  later  they  muft  be  con* 
ftrained  to  give  it  lodging  upon  their 
Eye-fids,  and  futfer  it  to  form  the  very 
ftroogeft  Tower,  the  Heart,  and  baf- 
ter  it  down,  and  break  the  Strings  of  if, 
having  no  Way  either  to  fly  from  it,  or 
refiflic.  Now,  the  ConGderation  of  the 
general  Inundation  of  Death  over  all 
Mankind,  and  die  certain  approaching  of 
it  to  every  particular  Man's  Door,  hath 
made  many  ferious  Thoughts  among  the 
wife  Men  of  the  World;  But  being 
destitute  of  this  heavenly  Light  tint  (hin* 
eth  to  us,  they  could  not  attain  to  the  O* 
righial  of  it ;  but  have  conceived  that  it 
was  a  common  Tribute  of  Nature,  and 
anuntverfid  Law  impofed  upon  all  Man* 
kind  by  Nature,  having  the  fame  ReaJbit 
that  other  Mutations  and  Changes  among 
the  Creatures  bgrn  below  have  ;  and  lb 
have  thought  it  no  more  ftrange  Thing, 
than  to  fee  other  Things  diflblved  in  their 
Elements.  Now  indeed,  feeing  they 
could  apprehend  no  other  bitter  Ingredi- 
ent in  it,  it  was  no  wonder  that  the  wiftft 
of  them  could  not  fear  it,  but  rather  wait 
and  eipeft  it  a  a  Re&from  their  L* 
bours,  as  the  End  of  all  their  Miferies, 
But  the  Lord  hath  revealed  unto  us  in 
his  Word,  the  true  Caufe  of  it,  and  6 
the  true  Nature  of  it.  The  true  Cau/i 
of  it  is  Sin,  Sin  entred  into  the  fPorIdB 
and  Death  pajt  upon  off*  fir  that  ait 
have  J%nnedt  Rom.  v.  ts.  Man  was 
created  for  another  Fbrpofe,  and  upon 
other  Conditions,  and  a  Law  of  per- 
petual Life  and  eternal  Happinefi  was 
paft  m  his  Favours,  be  abtcfing  in  the  Fa- 
vour and  obeying  the  Will  of  him  that 
gave  him  life  and  Being.  Now,  Sin 
interpofing,  and  feparatmg  between  Man 
aad  Cod,  lotfing  that  btefled  Knot  of 
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Union  and  Communion,  it  was  this  other 
Law  that  fucceeded,  as  a  fuitiWe  Recom- 
rtace,  tbtm  fbalt  die :  It  is  refolved  in 
the  Council  of  Heaven,  that  the  Union  of 
Man  (hall  be  diflblved,  his  Soul  and  Bo- 
dy feparated,  in  juft  Recompence  of  the 
breaking  the  Bond  of  Union  with  God. 
This  is  it  tl\at  hath  opened  the  Sluice,  to 
let  in  an  Inundation  of  Mifery  on  Man- 
kind :  This  was  the  juft  Occafion  of  that 
righteous  but  terrible  Appointment,   // 
i i  appointed  that  all  Men  once  Jbould 
die*  and  after  Death  cqne  to  Judg- 
ment* Heb.  ix.  ay.  That  fince  the  Body 
bad  indeed  the  Soul,  and  frgefted  unto 
it  fuch  unnatural  and  rebellious  Motions 
of  withdrawing  from  the  blefled  Fountain 
of  Life,  to  fittsfyits  Fleafiire,  the  Body 
fiiould  be  under  a  Sentence  of  Deprive- 
ment  and  Forfeiture  of  that  great  Bene- 
fit and  Privilege  of  Life  it  had  by  the 
Soul's  indwelling, .  and   condemned    to 
return  to  its  firft  bale  Original,  the  Dujt, 
and  to  be  made  a  Feaft  of  Worms,  to 
lodge  in  the  Grave,  and  be  a  fubjeft  of 
die  greateft  Corruption  andRottennefi, 
becaufe  it  became  the  Inftruraent,   yea, 
the  Incitement  of  the  Soul  to  Sin  againft 
that  God  that  had  from  Heaven  breathed 
a  Spirit  into  it,  and  exalted  it  above  all 
the  Duft  or  Clay  in  the  World.    Now, 
my  Beloved,  do  we  not  get  many  Re- 


membrances of  our  Sins?  Is  not  every 
Day  prefenting  our  primitive  Departure 
from  Goj,  our  firft  Separation  from  the 
Fountain  of  Life  by  Sin,  to  our  View, 
and  in  fuch  fad  and  wofiil  Effefts  pointing 
out  (beHainoufnefi  of  Sin  ?  Do  you  not 
fee  Mens  Bodies  every  Day  diflblved, 
the  Tabernacle  of  Earth  taken  down,  and 
the  Soul  constrained  to  remove  out  of  it  ? 
But  what  Influence  hath  it  upon  us,  what 
do  the  multiplied  Funerals  work  upon 
us  ?  It  may  be.  Sorrow  fer  our  Friends, 
but  little  or  no  Apprehenfion  of  eur  own 
Mortality,  and  bale  Impreffion  of  Sin, 
that  feparates  our  Souls  from  God.    Who 
is  made  (idly  to  refleft  up6n  his  Origi- 
nal, or  to  mind  ferioufly  that  Statute  and 
Appointment  of  Heaven,  in  that  Day 
tboujbatt  die?  It  is  firange  that  all  of  us 
fear  Death,  and  few  are  afraid  of  Sin* 
that  carries  Death  in  its  Bofom.    That 
we  arc  fo  unwilling  to  reap  Corruption 
in  our  Bodies,  and  yet  we  are  fo  eirneft- 
and  laborious  in  fowing  to  the  Flerti.    Bi 
not  deceived,  for  you  are  daily  reaping* 
what  you  have  fowri.    And,  Of  (to  it 
were  all  the  Harveft  ;  but  Death  is  only 
the  putting  in  of  the  Sickle  of  Vengeance , 
the  firft  cut  of  it :  But  O  !  to  thinton 
what  follows,  would  certainly rreftraia 
Men,  and  cool  them  in  their  fervent  ftr- 
futu  after  Sin. 
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,V«£  10.  Jnd  if  Chrifttx  in  jnu/thcBodr  is  fcad 
pfSm:  But  the  Spirit  it  Life  becaifc  ofjlfo 


rWE$w*ef  Death  is  Sin,  and  the 
Strength  of  St*  is  the  Lam,  faith 
our  Apoflle.  a  Cor.  nrk.  J6.  Thefc  two 
cqncucfo  make  Mao  mocnd,  and  theft 
mo  ap  the.  Utter  hgredtat*  of  Dett. 
iSfeprocuftdic,  and  the  Jkm, appointed 
it:  And  God  hath  fteo  to  theefaftEae* 
cuoon  of  thy  Law  ii  all  Ages ;  for  what 
Manlhethamtjball  not  tajte  of  Death  f 
.  Two  ooljr  elcaped  the  common  tot, 
Apr*  and  £!ut/;fbr  tbeypUqjed  God, 
mod  God  took  tbem :  And  betides,  it  was 
&raJHP»  that  at  the  laft  Day  allfhall 
ant  die,  but  be  dunged  The  true  Caafe 
efDtathis  Jfrt  and  |he  true  Nature  of  it 
is^tfMfriob**  PunMhmentof  Sin .-  Take 
«Yay  tUi  Relation  to  Sin ,  and  Death 
wants  the  Stiig.  But  in  i»fixft  Appoint- 
ment, and  as  it  prerails  generally  orer 
Men,  aeuleata  eft  mor/,  it  hath  a  Sting 
that  pierceth  deeper,  and  woundeth  (brer 
than  to  the  Oefoiation  of  the  Body,  it  go- 
*h  in  to  the  innermoft  Parts  of  the  Soul, 
and  woundeth  that  eternally.  The  Truth 
it  the  Death  of  the  Body  is  oot  either 
**Jbjt  Death,  ortbefaft  Death :  b  is 
rather  plKed  in  the  middle  between  two 
Deaths;  and**  the  Prat  oflfieJfrA  and 
*e|Lootofthelaftv  There  is  a  Death 
upon  Sin,  and  it 
\  of  the  Soul  from  God. 
kafUfcandlkffedoefhAnd 


this  as  the  Death  often  fpoken  of,  fo«  «b 
were  dead  in  Situ  and  trrfpaffes,  ku 
Efb.fi.  f.  Jfajflg paft  Fethmgt  and** 
MenatedfhmiieJUfe  of  Codt  Epk iv. 
t8,  19.  Andtnify  this  iswortein  iifeU* 
than  the  Death  of    the  Body  limply, 
thotfh  not  lb  fenfiblc,  beozufe  fpirinnj: 
The  Corruption  of  the  bed  Fait  in  Mm, 
in  all  Reefen  is  worfe  than  die  Corrupt 
on  of  his  word  fm :  Bui  this  Dd4 
Whkfeconfiib  efpecially  in  the  LoU  of 
that  Mefid  Communion  wirh  God,  wfcd 
flwdethe  -$oul  happy,  cannot  be  found 
till  feme  new  Life  enter,  or  eileriiJ  the 
Wl  Death  come,    which  adds  infinite 
Pain  to  infinite  Loft    Now  the  Death  of 
the  Body  fucceeds  Am  SouVs  Dcarh,.  and 
that,  is,  die  Separation  of  the  Soul  (rm 
the  Body,  moftfcitaMe,  feeing  the  Sou* 
was  turned  from  the  Foumain-ipirir  to  ifce 
Body,  that  the  Bocfr  toould  b7  hU  Com- 
mand return  to  Duff,  and  be  made  dt 
moft  defiled  Piece  of  Duft*.  Now,  to 
were  not  b  grievous,,  if  it  we*  aotva 
Step  to  the  Death  to  come,  and  a  ftp* 
of  it  introdufifctt  to it.    But  that  On* ' 
and  Appointment  of  Heaven*  httb&ot 
Jinked  it,  qfter  Deatbtomex  Judg^tnt} 
ttecaufr,  the  Soul  in  the  Body  wouM* 
he  fenfiWe  of  its  Separation  from  >Gai 
bur  was  wholly  taken  up  with  teJjdfr 

Ltf 


neglecting,  and  miakowtago  that 
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Lo&  of  God*  Favour  and  Fice  ,  there* 
lore  the  Lord  commands  it  to  go  out  of 
the  Body,  that  it  may  then  be  fenfible  of 
it*  infinite  Loft  of  God,  when  it  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Body  ;  that  it  may  then 
have  LeETure  to  reflect  upon  kfelf,  and 
find  its  own  furpaffkig  Mifery  ;  And  then 
indeed  infinite  Fain  and  infinite  Lofi  con* 
joked  eternal  Banilhmest  from  the  Pre* 
fence  of  that  bWTed  Spirit,  and  eternal 
Tormetu  within  itfelf :  Thefe  two  con* 
curring,  what  Pofture  do  you  think  fuch 
a  Soul  will  be  Into  ?  There  are  forne 
Eamefl  of  this  in  this  Life,  when  God  re- 
reals  his  Terror,  and  fits  Mens  Siju 
in  order  before  tbebr  Face.  O !  how 
intolerable  is  it,  and  more  infuppor  table 
than  many  Deaths  ?  They  thai  have  been 
acquainted  with  it,  have  declared  it,  the 
fterrors  of God  are  like  poifonable  Ar~ 
row  junk  into  JobV  Spirit,  and  drink* 
ing  up  all  the  Moiflure  of  item*  Such 
a  Spirit  as  is  wounded  with  one  of  thefe 
Darts  mot  from  Heaven,  mho  can  tear 
if?  Not  the  moft  patient  and  moil  mag- 
nanimous  Spirit,  that  canjuflain  all  o- 
tber  Infirmities*  Pror.  nrtii*  14.  Now, 
my  beloved,  if  it  be  fo  now,  while  the 
Soul  is  in  the  Body,  drowned  in  it,  what 
will  be  the  Cafe  of  the  Soul  ftparated 
from  the  Body,  when  it  mall  be  all  one 
Senfe*  to  refleft  and  cormder  itfelf 

This  is  the  Sting  of  Death  indeed, 
worfe  than  a  Thoufand  Deaths,  to  a  Soul 
that  apprehends  it ;  and  the  left  it  U  ap- 
prehended, the  worfe  irii;  tecaufe  ii  is 
the  more  certain,  and  tnuft  fhortly  be 
found,  when  there  is  uo  brazen  Serpent 
to  heal  that  Sting.  Now,  what  Com- 
fart  have  you  provided  againft  this  Day  ? 
"What  Way  do  you  think  to  take  ow  thb 
Sung  ?  Truly,  there  is  00  Balm  for  it,  no 
Phyiician  for  it,  but  one ;  and  that  the 
ChriflianUQtiy  acquainted  witbi  Item 
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whom  Ckrijt  iV,  he  hath  this  fovereign  An- 
tidote  againit  the  Poifon  of  Death,  he  hath 
the  very  Sting  of  it  taken  out  by  Chrift, 
Death  itfeif  tilled,  and  of  an  mortal  Eo». 
my  made  the  kindeft  Prtend.    And  fohe"- 
may  triumph  with  the  Apoftle,  0  ZX&tfi, 
where  is  tty  Stii%t  O  Grave*  where  U 
thy  naoty  l  Z%anks  be  to  God  in  J&J 
Cbrift,  wh  givetb  us  the  Fi&ory.  j  Oqr. 
if,  ff.  The  Ground  of  his  Triumph,  a*d 
that  which  a  Chriftian  hath  to  oppofe  flan 
all  the  Sorrows  and  Pains  and  Fears  .of. 
Death  mufrred  againft  hi m,  is  threefold^ 
one,  thit  Death  ti  not  real,  tfecond,  that 
it  is  mt  total,  even  thai  which  is,  anf. 
then  that  it  is  not  perpetual.    This  lift' 
is  contained  in  the  next  vet.  the  fecond  €*• 
prefled  in  this  ve r.  and  the  firrt  may  *fce 
undertfoodor  implied  in  it*  That  the  Na* 
ture  of  Death  is  10  far  changed,  that  oft* 
Punimment  it  is  becoij|a  Medicine,  6ft 
PLTnimmeiit  for  Sin  it  is  turned  into  tht 
fail  Purgative  of  the  Soul  from  Sin ;  tut 
thus  the  Sting  of  it  is  taken  away,  thfft. 
Relation  it  did  bear  to  the  juft  Wf 
of  God.     And  now  the  Body  of  a  Chri! 
an  under  Appointment  to  die  for  Sin,  ditt; 
is,  for  the  Death  of  Sin,  the  eternal  Dgaj&l 
of  Sin,     Chrift  having  come  under  thiK 
Power  of  Death,  hath  gotten  Power  ojer.' 
it,  and  fpoiled  it  of  its  flinging  Venue,  he 
hath  taken  away  the  potfbnable  Ingredient 
of  the  Curie,  that  it  can  no  more  hurt 
them  that  are  in  him,  and  fo  it  is  not  now 
veiled  with  that  piercing  and  wounding 
Notion  of  Punifltment :,  Though   ft  be 
true  that  Stn  was  the  ftrft  In  lec  of  Death, . 
that  it  firft  opened  the  Sluice  to  let  ft  ett*. 
ter  and  How  in  upon  Mankind  ;  yet  &W 
Appointment  of  Death  is  renewed,  and 
bears  a  Relation  to  the  Deftruftton  tit 
Sin,  rath«r  ihan  the  Punifhment  of  the 
Sinner,  who  is  forgiven  in  Chrift  1  And, 
Or  how  much  foltdComfim  bbere. 
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«hat  the  great  Reafon  of  Mortality  that  a 
Chriftian  is  fubjeft  unco,  is  that  he  may 
be  made  free  of  that  which  made  him  at' 
Irft  Mortal.    Becaufe  Sin    hath  taken 
fuch  Pofleffion  in  this  earthly  Tabernacle, 
and  is  fo  ftrong  a  Poifon,  that  it  hath  in- 
flated ail  the  Members,  and  by«no  Purga- 
tion here  made  can  be  full/  deanfed  out, 
but  there  are  many  fecret  Corners  it  lurks 
into,   and    upon  occafion    rents  itfelf.* 
Therefore  it  hath  pleated  God  in  his  in- 
Unite  Goodnefs,  to  continue  the  former 
Appointment  of  Death,  but  under  a  new 
and  living  Con&Jeration,  to  take  down 
this  infeded  and  defiled  Tabernacle,  as 
the  Houfes  of  Leprofie  were  taken  down 
wider  the  Law,  thatfo  they  might  be  the 
better  deanfed,  and  this  is  the  laft  Purifi- 
cation of  die  Soul  from  Sin.    And  there- 
fore, as  one  of  the  Ancients  faid  well, 
Zlatwemigbt  tutf^e  eternal^  mifera- 
Nr,  Merc j  bath  made  us  mortal.    Juf- 
tke  hath  made  the  World  mortal,  that 
they  may  be  eternally  miserable ;  but  to 
put  an  End  to  this  Mifery,  Chrift  hath 
continued  our  Mortality.    E!fe  he  would 
bare  abolifhed  Death  itfelf,  if  he  had  not 
meant  to  abolifti  Sin  by  Death  ;  and  in- 
deed it  would  appear  this  is  the  Reafon 
why  the  World  muft  be  conduced  with 
JFire  at  the  laft  Day,  and  new  Heavens 
and  Earth  fucceed  in  its  Room ;  beoaufe, 
as  the  little  Houfe,  the  Body,  lb  the  great 
Houfe,  the  World*  was.  infefted  with  this 
Leprofie,  and  fo  fubjoined  to  Vanity  and 
Corruption  becaufe  of  Man's  Sin :  There- 
fore that  there  might  be  no  Remnant  of 
Man's  Corruption,  and  no  Memorial  of 
Sin  to  interrupt  his  eternal  Joy  ,the  Lord  will 
purify  and  change  all :  All  the  Members 
thai  were  made  Inftrumentsof  Unrighte- 
oufnefs,  all  the  Creatures  that  were  Ser- 
vants to  Man's  Lulls,  a  new  Form  and 
Fafluoa  (hall  be  put  on  all,  that  the  Body 


being  reftored,  may  be  a  fit  dwelling 
Place  for  the  purified  Soul,  and  the  JPWtf 
renewed,  may  be  a  fit  Houfe  for  righteous 
Men.  -.Thus  you  fee.  that  Death  to  a 
Chriftian  is  not  real  Death ;  for  it  is  not 
the  Death  of  a  Chriftian,  but  the  Death 
of  Sin  his  greateft  Enemy,  it  is  not  a 
Puniihment.  but  the  Enlargement  of  the 
SouL 

Now,  the  next  Comfort  is  that  which 
is  but  partial,  it  is  but  the  Diffolution 
of  the  loweft  Part  in  Man,  \A%Body\b 
far  from  prejudging  the  immortal  Life  of 
his  Spirit,  that  it  isratherthe  Accomplifli- 
ment  of  that.  Though  the  Body  muft 
die,  yet  eternal  Life  is  begun  already 
within  the  Soul,  for  the  Spirit  of  ChrMI 
hath  brought  in  Life  jv  the  Righteoufiiefi 
of  Chrift  hath  purchafcd  it,  and  the  Spirit 
hath  performed  it,  and  appliea  it  to  us : 
Not  only  there  is  an  immortal  Being  in 
a  Chriftian,  that  muft  furvive  the  Duft 
(for  that  h  common  to  all  Men)  but  there 
is  z  new  Life  begun  in  him,  an  immortal 
Wtllbeing  in  Joy  and  Happinefs,  which 
only  de&nres  the  Name  of  Life,  that 
cometh  never  to  its  full  Perfeftion,tili  the 
bodily  and  earthly  Houfe  be  taken  down. 
If  you  cotifider  ferioufly  what  a  neto  Life 
a  Chriftian  is  tranflated  unto,  by  the 
Operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the 
Miijiftratiopof  the  Word,  it  is  then  moft 
aftjve  and  lively,  when  the  Soul  is  moft 
retired  from  the  Body  in  Meditadon: 
The  new  Life  of  a  Chriftian,  is  moft 
perfeft  in  this  Life,  when  it  carrieth  him 
the  fiirtheft  Diftance  from  his  bodily 
Senfcs,  and  is  moft  abftrafted  from  all 
fenfibJe  Engagements,  as  you  heard  ;  for 
i  indeed  it  reftores  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  to 
|  its  native  Rule  and  Dominion  over  the 
Body,  fo  that  it  is  then  moft  perfeft, 
when  it  is  moft  gathered  within  it  felf,  and 
difingagedfrom  all  external  Imanglements. 
'    .  Now, 
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Now,  certain  it  is,  fince  die  Perfecti- 
on of  the  Soul  in  this  Life/  confifts  in 
fuch  a  Retirement  from  the  Body,  that 
when  it  is  wholly  feparated  from  it,  then 
it  is  in  the  moft  abfolute  State  61  Ferfefti- 
on  ;  and  its  Life  afts  moft  purely  and 
perfectly,  when  it  hath  no  Body  to  com- 
municate with,  and  to  entangle  it  either 
with  its  Lufts  or  Neceffities.  The  Spirit 
is  Life,  h  hath  a  Life  now  which  is  then 
bed  when  furtheft  from  the  Body  ;  and 
therefore  it  cannot  but  be  furpiffingbet 
ter  when  it  is  out  of  the  Body  ;  and  all 
this  is purchafed by  Chrift's Rjgbreoufhefs. 
As  Man's  Obedience  made  an  End  of  his 
Life,  Chrift's  Difobedience  hath  made  our 
Life  endlefs  :  He  fufFered  Death  to  fling 
him,  and  by  this  hath  taken  the  Sting 
from  it  :«And  now,  there  is  a  new  Sta- 
tute and  Appointment  of  Heaven  publUh- 
ed  in  the  Gofpel,  wbq/iver  believetb  in 
bimjbaUnotperiJb.  but  have  eternal 
JLife.  Now  indeed,  this  hath  To  entirely 
changed  the  Nature  of  Deaths  that  it  hath 
now  the  moft  lovely  and  defirabie  Afpefl 
enaChriftian,  that  it  is  no  more  an  Ob- 
jcft  of  Fear,  but  of  Defire,  amicable, 


not  terrible  tinto  him.  Since  there  is  no 
Way  to  fave  the  Faflenger,  but  to  let  the 
Veflel  break,  he  will  be  content  to  hare 
the  Body  fplitted,  that  himfelf,  that  is  fait ' 
Soul,  may  efcape;  for  truly  a  Man's 
Soul  is  himfelf,  the  Body  is  but  an  earth- 
ly Tabernacle  that  muft  be  taken  down, 
to  let  the  Inhabitant  win  out  to  come 
near  his  Lord.  The  Body  is  the  Prifon- 
houfc  that  be  groans  to  have  opened,  thai 
lie  may  enjoy  that  Liberty  of  the  Sons  off 
God.  And  now  to  a  Christian,  Death  im 
not  properly  an  Objeft  of  Fatiente,  but 
of  Defire  rather,  /  defire  to  be  diffohoed 
and  be  witb  Cbrift,  PU!.  j  23.  He  that 
hath  but  advanced  little  in  Cbriftianity 
wilt  be  content  to  die  :  But  becaufe  there 
is  too  much  Flefh,  he  will  defire  to  live; 
but  a  Cbiiftian  that  is  -riper  in  Know- 
ledge and  Grace,  will  rather  defire  to 
die,  and  only  be  cant e fit  to  live  :  He 
wiJl  eiercifc  Patience  and  Submiffioa 
about  abiding  here  ;  but  Groaning*  and 
Fahtings  about  removing  hence,  becanfe 
he  Jmoweth  that  there  is  no  Choice  be* 
t  ween  that  Bmdagjt  and  tha  JUbertj. 
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Verfe  10.  AndtfChrift  be  injo*,  the  Body  is  Mai  becaitff 
of  Sin :  But  the  Spirit  is  Life,  becauje  of  Righteoujnefs. 


IT  was  the  firft  curie  and  threatmag, 
wherein  God  thought  fit  M>  compre- 
hend all  Mifery,  fbwfbahd*  the  Death 
in  tb0t  Day  tbau  eateft:    Though  the 


cording  t»  the  Letter,  yet  from  that  Dtj 
forward  Man.  wa*  made  mortal;  tad 
there  ftemetluo  be  much  Mercy  and  Gaod- 
ne(s  of  God  tnterveening  to  plead  a  'delay 


Sentence  watnot  prcfioUy  executed  m-i  of  Death  is  fc]£  that  fa  the  Fromife  af 
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tife  In  the  fecond  Adatitmijfrx,  come  lo 
thc/r/T  uid  his  Fofterity B  and  they  might 
be  delivered  from  the  fecond  Death, 
though  not  from  the  firfl*     Always  we 

+  bear  about  the  Marts  of  Sin  in  our  Bodies 
to  this  Day,  and  in  fo  far  li*  Threatning 
takeih  Place,  that  this  Life  that  we  live 
in  the  Body,  is  become  nothing  elfe  but 
a  dying  Life  :  The  Life  chat  the  Ungod- 
ly iball  live  out  of  ibe  Body  is  a  living 
Death  \  and  either  of  thefe  is  worfe  than 
fimple  Death  or  Deft  ruction  of  Being. 
The  ferious  Contemplation  of  the  Mife* 
rits  of  this  Life,  made  wje  Sohmon  to 
praife  the  Dead  more  than  the  Living, 
contrary  to  the  Curtain  of  Men*  who  re- 
joice at  the  Birth  of  a  Man-child,  and 
mourn  at  their  Death.  Yea,  it  prefied 
him  further,  to  think  them  which  hare 
not  at  ail  been,  better  than  both  y  betaufe 
they  have  not  feen  the  Evil  under  the 
Sun  :  Thi*  World  is  fuch  a  Chaos,  fuch  a 
Mais  of  Miferies.  that  if  Men  understood 
it  befot e  they  came  into  it,  they  would  he 
ftr  more  loath  to  enter  into  it,  than  they 
are  now  afraid  to  go  out  of  it,  And  truly 
we  want  not  Remembrances  and  Repre- 
finiations  of  our  Mifery  every  Day,  in 
that  Children  come  weeping  into  the 
World,  as  it  y ere  bewailing,  their  own 
Misfortune,  thai  they  were  broughtforth 
to  be  fenlible  Subjects  of  Mifery ■  And 
.  what  is  ail  our  lifetime,  bur  a  Repetition 
of  Sighs  and  Groans,  Anxiety  and  Satie- 
ty, loathing  and  longing,  dividing  our 
Spirits  and  our  Time  between  them  > 
Bow  many  Deaths  muft  wefufFer,  before 

;  Death  come  ?  For  the  Abfence  or  Lofi 
of  any  Thing  much  defired,  is  a  Separati- 
on no  Ms  grievous  to  the  Hearts  of' Men, 
than  die  parting  of  Soul  and  Body: 
For  Attention  to  temporal  perifhtog 
Things;  unite*  the  Soul  fo  umo  them, 
that  there  is  no  parting  without  Pain,  no 


'Diflolution  of  that  Continuity  without 
much  Vexation ;  and  yet  the  Soul  muft 
fufttr  many  fuch  Tortures  in  one  Day, 
becaufe  the  Things  are  periftung  ia  their 
own  Nature,  and  uncertain.  What  i$ 
Sleep,  which  devours  the  moft  Part  of 
our  Time  ?  But  the  very  Image  and 
Picture  of  Death,  a  vitible  and  daily  Re> 
precaution  of  the  long  Deflation  of  the* 
tem'itivc  Lite  in  the  Grave  4  Hid  yet 
truly  it  it  the  beftand  moft  innocent  Part 
of  our  Time,  though  we  accuie  it  often : 
There  is  both  left  Sin,  and  leas  Mifery 
in  tt ;  for  it  is  almotr  the  only  Leobuneoc 
and  Kcfreihment  we  get  in  all  our  Mife- 
ri«s.  Job  fought  it  to  aflWaje  hit  Grief, 
and  eafe  his  Body  :  But  it  was  the  Eitre* 
mity  of  hi;  Mifery,  that  he  cotdd  not  fiqd 
it.  Now,  my  Beloved,  wh&you  find 
that  which  u  called  Life,  Jubjtjft  to  fo 
much  Mifery,  that  you  aye  coafiraned 
often  to  defiie  you  had  never  been  bora; 
you  find  it  a  Valley  of  Tears,  a  Houfe 
of  Mourning,  from  whence  all  true  De- 
light and  folid  Happinef*  is  bantlhed : 
Seeing  the  very  Officers  and  Serjeants  of 
Death  are  continually  fu r rounding  us,  and 
walk  alongft  with  us,  thnqfa  unpleafimr 
Company,  to  our  greateil  Contentments, 
and  are  putting  Marks  upon  your  Doors, 
as  in  the  Time  of  the  Plague  upon  Howes 
infefttd,  Lord  have  Mercy  ufn  us. 
and  are  continually  bearing  this  Afrtto  to 
our  View,  and  founding  this  Direction  to 
our  Ears,  ciio,  proeut,  dm*  to  getfoon 
out  ofSodomM  that  is  aprioioted  for  De* 
ftrtsffion,  to  rly  quickly  out  of  ouf  fclves, 
to  the  Reruge  appointed  ofQod,  even  one 
that  was  dead  and  ij  afhe,  and  bath 
redeemed  us  by  bis  Blood ;  and  to  get 
far  orT  from  our  felves,  and  take  up  dwel- 
ling in  the  bletfed  Son  of  God,  through 
whofe  Flerti  there  ji  Accefs  to  the  Bather ; 
feeing  all  thefe  (I  fay)  arc  fe,  why  do  not 

we 
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we  awake  our  fetes  upon  the  Sound  of 
the  Promife  of  Immortality  and  Life, 
brought  to  our  Ears  in  the  Gofpel  ?  Mor- 
tality hath  already  feized  upon  our  Bodies, 
but  why  do  you  not  catch  hold  of  this 
Opportunity  of  releaftng  your  Souls  from 
the  Chains  and  Fetters  of  eternal  Death  ? 
Truly,  my  Beloved,  all  that  can  befpo- 
ken  of  Torments  and  Miferies  in  this 
Life,  fuppofe  we  could  imagine  all  the 
exquifue  Torments  invented  by  the  moil 
cruel  Tyrants  fince  the  Beginning,  to  be 
combined  in  forae  one  Kind  of  Tonure, 
and  would  then  Aretch  our  Imagination 
beyond  that,  as  far  as  that  which  is  com- 
pofed  of  all  Torments,  firrpaffeth  the 
fimpleft  Death  ;  yet  we  do  not  conceive 
nor  exprefs  unto  you  that  Death  to  come. 
Believe  it,  when  the  Soul  is  out  of  the 
Body,  it  is  a  moft  pure  si&ivity,  all 
Senfe,  all  Knowledge  :  And  feeing  where 
it  is  dulled  and  dampiihed  in  the  Body,  it 
is  capable  of  fo  much  Grief  or  Joy,  Plea- 
fure  or  Pain,  we  may  conclude,  that 
being  loofed  from  thefe  ftupitying  earthly 
Chains,  that  it  is  capable  of  infinite  more 
Vexation,  or  Contentation,  in  a  higher 
or  purer  Strain. 

Therefore,  we  may  conclude  with  the 
jipvftle,  that  all  Men  by  Nature  are  refe- 
rable in  Life,  but  infinitely  more  mife- 
rable  in  Death  ;  only  the  Man  who  is  in 
Jefus  Chritf,  in  whofe  Spirit  Chrift 
dwells,  and  hath  made  a  Temple  of  his 
Body,  for  offering  up  reafonable  Service 
in  it,  that  Man  only  is  happy  in  Life,  but 
far  happier  in  Death:  Happy  that  he 
was  born,  but  infinitely  more  happy  that 
he  was  born  mortal,  born  to  die  ;  for 
if  the  Body  be  dead  becaufc  of  Sin,  the 
Spirit  is  Life  becaufe  of  Rigbteouf 
nefs.  Men  commonly  make  their  Ac- 
counts, and  calculate  their  Time  fo,  as  I 
if  Death  were  the  End  of  it :  Truly,  it  I 
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were  Happinefc  in  the  Generality  of  Men* 
jtfiat  that  Computation  were  true,  either 
that  it  had  never  begun,  or  that  it  might 
end  here  ;  for  that  which  is  the  greater* 
Dignity  and  Glory  of  a  Man,  his  immortal 
Soul,  it  is  truly  the  greateft  Mifery  of 
iinrul  Men,  becaufe  it  capacitates  them 
for  eternal  Miiery.  But  if  we  make  our 
Accounts  right,  and  take  the  right  Period, 
truly  Death  is  but  the  beginning  of  our 
Time,  of  endlefs  and  unchangeable  En* 
durance  either  in  Happinefs  or  Mifery: 
And  this  Life  in  the  Body,  which  is  only 
in  the  View  of  the  (hort-fighted  Sons  of 
Men,  is  but  a  ftrait  and  narrow  PaiTage 
into  the  infinite  Ocean  of  Eternity  ;  but 
fo  inconsiderable  it  is,  that  according  as 
the  Spirit  in  this  PaflTage  is  falhioned  and 
formed,  fo  it  muft  continue  for  ever  \fot 
where  the  Tree  falleth,  there  it  lietk. 
There  may  be  Hope  that  a  Tree  will 
fprout  again,  but  truly  there  is  no  Hope, 
that  ever  the  damned  Soul,  (hall  fee  a 
Spring  of  Joy  ;  and  no  Fear  that  ever  the 
blefled  Spirits  (hall  find  a  Winter  of  Grief,  • 
fuch  is  the  Evennefs  of  Eternity,  that.tliere 
is  no  Shadow  of  Change  in  it. 

O  then,  how  happy  are  they  in  whofe 
Souls  this  Life  is  already  begun,  which 
fhallthen  come  to  its  Meridian,  when  the 
Glory  of  the  Flefo  faUs  down  like  wither- 
ed Hay  into  the  Duft  :  The  Life  as  well 
as  the  Light  of  the  righteous  is  progreflive, 
'tis  (tuning  more  and  more  till  that  Day 
come,  the  Day  of  Death,  only  worthy 
to  be  called  the  prelent  Day,  becaufe  it 
brings  Perfection,  it  mounts  the  Soul  in 
the  higbeft  Point  of  the  Orb,  and  there  is 
no  declining  from  that  again.  The  Spirit 
is  now  alive  in  fome  holy  AfFeftions  and 
Motions,  breathing  upwards,  wreflling 
towards  that  Point ;  The  Soul  is  now  ia 
Pan  united  to  the  Fountain  of  Life,  by 
loving  Attendance  and  Obedienct,  and  it 
R  r  is 
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is  longing  to  be  moreclofely  united  :  TJJj| 
inward  Senfes  are  eiercifed  about  fpirito* 
al  Things,  but  the  Burden  of  this  clayie 
Manfion  doth  much  dull  and  damp  them, 
and  proves  a  great  Remora  to  the  Spirit : 
The  Body  indifpofes  and  weakens  the 
Soul  much  :  'Tis  Life,  as  in  an  Infant, 
though  a  reafonable  Soul  be  there,  yet 
overwhelmed  with  the  Incapacity  of  the 
Organs,  this  Body  is  truly  a  PH/bnoi 
Reftraim  and  Confinement  to  the  Soul, 
and  often  lothfome  and  ugly  through  the 
Filthinefs  of  Sin :  But  when  the  Spirit  is 
delivered  from  this  neceflary  Burden  and 
Impediment,  O  •  how  lively  is  that  Life 
it  then  lives ;  then  the  Life,  Peace,  Joy, 
Love  and  Delight  of  the  Soul,  fiirmoums 
all  that  is  poffible  here,  further  than  the 
higheft  Exercife  of  the  Soul  of  the  wifeft 
Men  furpsuTes  the  brutifolike  Apprehen- 
sions of  an  Infant :  And  indeed  then, 
the  Christian  comes  to  his  full  Stature, 
and  is  tperfeft  Man,  when  be  ceafeth 
to  be  a  Man. 

How  will  you  not  be  perfwaded,  Be- 
lortd  in  the  Lord,  to  long  after  this  Life, 
to  have  Chrift  formed  in  your  Hearts;  for 
truly  the  Generality  have  not  fo  much  as 
Chrift  faihioned  in  their  outward  Habit, 
but  are  within  Darknefs  and  Earchmefs, 
and  Wickednefs,  and  without  Impiety  and 
Profanity  •  Will  you  not  long  for  this 
Life  ?  for  now  you  are  dead  while  you 
Hve,  as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  Widows 
that  live  in  Pleafure:  The  more  the 
the  Soul  be  fatisfied  with  earthly  Things, 
it  is  the  deeper  buried  in  the  Grave  of  the 
Flefti,  .  and  the  further  feparated  from 
God:  Alas!  many  of  you  know  no  other 
Life,  than  that  which  you  now  kve  in  the 
Body,  you  neither  apprehend  what  this 
new  Birth  is,  nor  what  the  perfecVSta- 
ture  of  it  lhall  be  afterwards  ;  but  truly 
while  k  is  thus,  you  are  but  wafting 


Shadows,  breathing  Clay,  and  no  more. 
A  godly  Man  ufed  to  calculate  the  Year* 
of  his  Nativity  from  his  fecond  Birth, 
his  Converfion  to  God  in  Chrift :  And 
truly,  this  is  the  true  Period  of  the  right 
Calculation  of  Life,  of  that  Life  which 
(hall  not  fee  Death-  .  True  Life  hath  but 
one  Period,  that  is;  the  Beginning  of  it  ; 
for  End  it  hath  none:  I  befeech  you 
reckon  your  Years  thus,  and  I  fear  that 
you  reckon  your  (elves,,  many  of  you, 
yet  dead  in  Sins  and  frefpaffes.  Is 
that  Life,  I  pray  you,  to  eat,  to  drink, 
to  fleep,  to  play,  to  walk,  to  work  ?  Is 
there  any  Thing  in  all  thefe  worthy  of 
a  reafonable  Soul,  which  muft  furvive 
the  Body,  and  fo  ceafe  from  fuch  Things 
forever  ?  Think  within  your  felves,  do 
you  live  any  other  Life  than  this  ?  What 
is  your  Life,  but  a  tedious  and  weacifome 
Repetition  of  fuch  brutiih  Aftions,  which 
are  only  terminate  ton  the  Body  ?  O  f  then 
how  miferable  are  you,  if  you  have  no 
other  Period  to  reckon  from,  than  your 
Birth-day?  If  there  be  not  a  fecond 
Birthday  before  your  Burial,  you  may 
make  your  Reckoning  to  be  banilhed  eter- 
nally from  the  Life  of  God. 

As  for  you,  Chrift  ians,  whom  God 
Jiath  quickned  by  the  Spirit  of  his  Son, 
be  much  in  the  Exercife  of  this  Life,  and 
that  will  maintain  and  advance  it  :  Let 
your  Care  be  about,  your  Spiritt ,  and  to 
hearten  you  in  this  Study,  and  to  beget  in 
you  the  Hope  of  erernal  Life,  look  much, 
and  lay  faft  hold  on  that  Life-giving  Sa- 
viour, who  by  his  righteous  Life,  and 
accurfed  Death*  hath  purchafed  by  his 
own  Blood,  both  Happinefs  to  us  and 
HolineJs  :  Confider  what  Debters  you 
are  to.him,  who  loved  not  his  own  Life, 
and  (pared  it  not  to  purchafe  this  Life  to 
us.  Let  our  Thoughts  and  Affections  be 
occupied  about  this  high  Purchafe  of  our 
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Saviour's,  which  is  freely  beftowed  on    Body,  he  will  give  a  higher  -and  more 
them  that  will  hare  it,  and  believe  in  him  .  enduring  Lift,  and  only  worthy  of  thai 
for  it:  If  we  be  not  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  j  Name.  > 
tow   and  wretched  Life,  as  is  in  the  I 
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Verf.  ii.  But  if  the  Spirit  qfhim  thatraifedup  Jefusfrm 
the  dead  dwell  in  you  :  He  thatraifed  upChriftfrom  the 
dead*  Jball  alfo  quicken  jour  mortal  Bodies,  by  bis  Spirit 
that  dwelkthinjrou. 


IT  is  true,  the  Soul  is  incomparably 
better  than  the  Body ;  and  he  is  only 
worthy  the  Name  of  a  Man,  and  of  a 
Cbriffian,  who  prefers  this  more  excel- 
lent Part,  and  imploys  his  Study  and  Time 
.  about  it,  and  rtgards  his  Body  only  for 
the  noble  Gucft  that  lodges  within  it ;  and 
therefore  it  is  one  df  the  prime  Confolati 
onsthat  Cbriftianity  afford?,  that  it  pro- 
vides chiefly  for  the  happy  Eftate  of  this 
immortal  Piece  in  Man  ;  which  truly  were 
alone  fuflicient  to  draw  our  Souls  wholly 
after  Religion.fbppOfethe  Body  fhould  ne- 
ver tafte  of  the  Fruits  of  it,  but  die,  and 
rife  no  more,  and  never  be  awak'd  out  of 
its  Sleep  ;  yet  it  were  a  fufficiem  Ground 
of  Engagement  to  Godlinefs,  that  the  Life 
and  Well  being  of  the  far  better  Part  in 
Man,  is  fecured  for  Eternity,  which  is 
iHfinhely  more  than  all  Things  befide  can 
truly  promife  us,  or  be  able  to  perform. 
Certainly,  whatfoever  elfe  you  give 
your  Hearts  to,  and  fpend  your  Time 
upon,  it  either  will  leave  you  in  the  midft 
of  your  Days,  and  at  your  End  you  (hall 


be  a  Fool ;  or  you  muft  leave  it  in  the 
End  of  your  Days,  and  find  your  feltea 
as  much  difappointed  ;  or,  to  /peak  more 
properly.becaufe  when  your  Time  is  end- 
ing,your  Life  and  Being  is  but  at  its  Begin- 
ning, you  muft  bid  an  eternal  adieu  to 
all  thefe  Things  whereupon  your  Hearts 
are  fet  when  you  are  but  Beginning  truly 
to  be.  But  this  is  only  the  proper  and 
true  Good  of  the  Soul,  Cbrift  in  it,  moft 
portable,  and  eafily  carried  about  with 
you ;  yea,  that  which  makes  the  Soul  no 
Burden  to  itfelf,  and  helps  it  to  carry  all 
Things  eafily;  and  then  mod  infepa- 
rable,  for  Chrift  in  the  Soul  is  the  Spring 
of  a  never-ending  Life,  of  Peace,  Joy  and 
Contentation  in  the  Fountain  of  an  infi- 
nite Goodnefs,and  it  out-wears  Time  and 
Age,  as  well  as  the  immortal  Btfng  of 
the  Soul :  Yea,  foch  is  the  Strength  of  this 
Confolation,  that  then  the  Soul  is  moft 
cloQy  united,  and  fully  poflefled  of  that 
which  is  its  peculiar  and  fttisfying  GoodL 
wheo  it  leaves  the  Body  in  the  Duft,  and 
R  r  2  dcapei 
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dkapes  out  of  thij  Pnfon*  unto  that  glon 
ous  Liberty. 

But  yet  there  is  befides  this  an  additi- 
onal Comfort  comprehended  in  the  Per. 
read,  that  the  Sleep  of  the  Body  is  not  per- 
petual, that  it  (hall  onct  be  awakned  anu 
railed  up  to  the  Fellowfhip  of  this  Glory  : 
For  though  a  Man  ihould  be  abundantly 
fatisfyed  if  >ie  poflMs  his  own  Soul,  yet 
no  Man  batetb  bis  own  Flejb  ;  the  Soul 
hath  fome  Kind  f  natural  Inclination  to  a 
Body  fuitable  unto  it,  and  in  this  it  differs 
from  an  Angel ;  and  therefore  the  Apoftle, 
when  he  expreffeth  his  earneft  Groan  for 
the  intimate  Prefence  of  his  Soul  with 
Chrift,he  fubjoins  this  Corrections  that 
tme  defire  to  be  unclothed,  but  clothed 
Upon  it t  2  Cor.  v.  i,  2,  3.  If  it  were 
poffible,  fays  he,  we  would  be  glad  to  have 
the  Society  of  the  Body  in  this  Glory,  we 
would  not  defire  to  cail  off  thofe  Cloths 
of  Flefti,  but  rather  that  the  Garment  of 
Glory  might  be  fpread  over  all,  if  it  were 
not  needful,  becaufe  they  are  old  and  rag- 
ged, and  would  not  fuit  well;  and  our 
earthly  Tabernacle  is  ruinous,  and  would 
not  be  fit  for  fuch  a  glorious*  Gueft  to 
dwell  into;  and  therefore  it  is  needful  to 
•be  taken  down:  Well  then,  here  is  an 
Overplus,  and,  as  it  were,  a  Surcharge  of 
Gonfblation,  that  feeing  for  the  pre- 
feot  ft  is  expedient  to  put  off  the  prefertt 
Clothing  6f  Flefo,  and  take  down  the 
prefent  earthly  Houfe  ;  yet  that  the  Day 
is  coming  that  the  fame  Cloths  renewed, 
ihall  be  put  on,  and  the  fame  Houfe  re- 
paired and  made  fuitable  to  Heaven,  (hail 
be  built  up  5.  that  this  mortal  Body  (hall 
bequickned  with  that  fame  Spirit  that  now 
quickens  the  Soul,  and  makes  it  live  out 
of  the  Body  ;•  and  fo  the  fweet  and  be- 
loved Friends,  who  parted  with  fb  much 
fain  and  Grief,  (hall  meet  again  with  fo 
much  Fleafure  and  Joy  ;  and  as  rifcy 


were  Sharers  jogether  in  the  Miferies  of 
this  Life,  lhall  participate  alfo  in  the  BleP 
fednefs  of  the  next,  like  Saul  and  Jona* 
than,  lovely  and  pleafant  in  their  Lives* 
and  though  for  a  Time  feparated  in  Death. 
yet  not  always  divided.  Now  is  the 
highert  Top  of  Happinefs,  to  which  no- 
thing can  be  add*  d;  'tis  comprehenfive  of 
the  whole  Man,  and  'tis  comprehenfive 
)f  all  that  can  be  imagined  to  be  the^r- 
feftive  Good  of  Man. 

It  is  no  wonder  then,  that  the  Apoftle 
reckon  this_Do£trine  of  the  RefurreAion 
amongftthe  Foundations  of  Cbriftiartoy, 
Heb.  vi.  1,  2.  for  truly  thefe  two,  the 
immortality  of  the  Soul  and  the  Refur- 
reftion  of  the  mortal  Body?  we  the  two 
Ground-ftones,  or  Pillars  of  true  Religion, 
which  if  they  be  not  well  fettled  in  the 
Hearts  of  Men,  all  Religion  is  tottering 
and  ruinous,  and  unable  to  fupport  it  felf. 
That  the  Soul  cannot  tafte  Death,  or  fee 
Corruption,  and  that  the  Body  ihall  but 
tafle.it,  and  as  it  were  fafute  it,  and  can- 
not always  abide  under  the  Power  of  it, 
thefe  are  the  prime  .Foundations  upon 
which  all  Chriftian  Perfuafion  is  built ; 
for  without  thefe  be  laid  down  in  the  low- 
eft  and  deepeft  Part  of  the  Heart,  all  Ex* 
hortations  to  an  holy  and  righteous  Life 
are  weak  and  ineffectual,  all  Consolations 
are  empty  and  vain ;  in  a  word.  Religion 
is  but  an  airy  Speculation,  that  hath  no 
Confidence  but  in  the  Imaginations  of 
Men  ;  it  is  an  Houfe  upon  Sand,  that 
can  abide  no  Bla/t  of  Temptation,  no 
Wave  of  Mifery,  but  muft  ftraight  way 
fall  to  the  Ground.  #  From  whence  is  it,. 
I  pray  you,  that  the  Perfuafioris  of  the 
Gofpel  have  fo  little  Power  upon 'Men, 
.that  the  plain  and  plentiful  Publication  of  a 
Saviour  is  of  fo  fraall  Virtue,  to  ftir  up 
the  Hearts  of  Men  to  take  hold  on  him  ? 
How  comes'  it  10  pafs  that  the  Precepts 
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and  Prohibitions  of  the  moft  high  God, 
corning  forth  under  his  Authority,  lajrs  fo 
little  Restraint  on  Mens  Corruptions  ? 
That  fo  few  will  be  perfuaded  to  flop  their 
Courfe,  and  comer  off  the  Ways  they  are 
accuftoraed  to  ?That  Men  pull  away  the 
Shoulder  and  ftop  the  Ear,  and  make 
their  Hearts  as  Adamant,  incapable  of  be- 
ing arretted  with  either  the  Authority  or 
Love  of  the  Gofpel  ?  That  when  he  pipes 
unto  us,  {o  few  dance,  and  when  he 
mourns,  fo  few  laments  ?  Is  it  not  becaule 
tbele  two  Foundations  are  not  laid,  and 
Mens  Hearts  not  digged  deep  by  earneft 
Coniideration,  to  receive  thefe  Ground- 
ftones  of  Cbriftianity,  the  Belief  of  their 
Souls  eternal  Survivance  after  the 
Duft,  and  of  the  Revivance  and  Re- 
furre&ion  of  the  Body,  after  it  bath 
Jlept  a  vjbile  in  tbe  Duft.  I  remember, 
HeaHfhts  have  had  fome  noble  and  rare 
Conceptions  about  Virtue,  and  fome  have 
laboured  to  enamour  Men  with  the  na 
tive  Beauty  of  it,  and  to  rxrfijade  then 
that  it  was  a Sufficient  Reward  to  itfelf\ 
and  truly  it  would  far  more  become  a 
Cbrijlian,  who  knoweth  the  high  and  di 
vine  Pattern  of  Holinefs,  to  be  God  him- 
f'elf  and  fo  muft  needs  behold  a  far  fur- 
pafling  Beauty  and  Excellency,  in  the 
linage  of  God,  than  in  all  earthly  Things ; 
1  fay  it  will  become  him  to  accuftom  him- 
fclf  to  a  dutiful  Obfervance  of  Religion, 
even  without  all  refpefl  to  the  Reward 
of  it ;  he  would  train  his  Heart  to  do 
Homage  to  God,  out  of  a  loyal  Afle&i- 
.on  and  Refpeft  to  his  Majefty,  and  from 
the  Love  of  the  very  intriniick  Beauty  of 
Obedience,  without  borrowing  always 
from  fuch  felfiih  Conliderations  of  oui 
own  Happinefs  or  Mi/ery.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  fuch  is  the  Pofture  of  Man's  Spi- 
rit now,  that  he  cannot  at  all  be  engagro 
to  the  Love  of  Religion,  except  fomejeen 
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Advantage  conciliate  it  i  and  therefore 
the  Lord  makes  ufe  of  fuch  lelfLfh  Princi- 
ples in  drawing  Men  to  himfelf,and  keep- 
ing them  ftill  with  him  :#  And  truly,  coo* 
fkiering  Mao's  Infirmity," this  is  the  Spirit 
and  Lite  of  all  Religion,  Immortality  and 
Rejurreciion,  that  which  gives  a  Luftr* 
to  all,  and  quickens  all,  that  which  nukes 
all  to  link  deep,  and  that  which  makes  t 
Chriftian  ftedfaft  and  immoveable,  2  Cor. 
v.  8.  It  is  certainly  Hope  that  is  the  Key 
or  the  Heart,  that  opens  and  (huts  it  tft 
any  Thing.  Tnere  the  Apoftle  Peter, 
1  Epiftle  1.  blefleth  God  heartily  for  the 
new  Birth,  and  in  the  exprefling  of  it, 
makes  Hope  the  very  Term  of  that  Ge- 
neration, and  fo  it  muft  be  a  fubftantial 
Thing.  Bteffedbe  God,  who  batb  be- 
gotten  us  again  to  a  lively  Hope :  Hope 
hath  a  quickning  Power  in  it,  it  makes  all 
new  where  it  comes,  and  is  full  of  Spirit ; 
it  is  the  Helmei  and  Anchor  of  a  Christi- 
an, that  which  bears  the  Dmtof  Tempu- 
ion,  and  makes  him  fteady  in  Religion : 
No  Man  will  put  in  his  Plough  in  this 
Ground,  or  fow  unto  the  Spirit,  but  in 
Hope,  for  he  that  foweth  muft  fow  in 
Hope,  elfe  his  Plough  will  not  go  deep, 
1  Cor.  ix.  10.  This  then  is  the  very  Spi- 
rit and  Life  of  Religion,  tbe  RefurreGH* 
on  of  tbe  dead,  without  which  our  Faitk 
were  in  vain,  and  Men  would  continue 
ftill  in  their  Sim.  Certainly,  it  is  the 
deep  Inconfideration  of  this  never-ending 
Endurance  of  our  Souls,  and  Reftiturion 
of  our  Bodies  to  the  fame  Immortality, 
that  makes  the  moft  Part  of  Men  fo  flight 
and  luperfzcial  in  Religion,  elfe  it  were  not 
poflible,  if  that  were  laid  to  Heart,  but 
Men  would  make  Religion  their  Bufineft, 
and  chief  Bufinefs. 

We  have  here  the  two  genuine  Came* 
of  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Bodies  of  Chri- 
ftians,  the  Aefurreftion  of  Cbrift,  and 
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bin  this  is  the  very  firft  Exercife  of  it,  the 
Abhorrency  of  the  Soul  upon  the  Sight 
and  Smell  of  its  own  Lothlbmenefs. 

Now,  there  is  no  Hope  of  any  reviv- 
ing; tho'  all  the  Wifdom  and  Art  of  Men 
and  Angels  were  employed  in  this  JJufi- 
oefs,  there  is  nothing  able  to  quicken  one 
fuch  Soul,  until  it  pleafe  the  Lord  to  fpeak 
fuch  a  Word  as  ht  did  to  Lazarus,  ^4rije9 
come  forth,  and  fend  his  Spirit  to  accom- 
plish his  Word,  and  this  will  do  it  ;  when 
the  Spirit  cometh  into  the  Soul,  he 
quickeneth  it,  and  this  is  the  rlrft  Refur 
reftion  :  O  !  bleffed  are  they  who  havt 
Fart  in^this,  whole  Souls  are  drawn  out 
of  the  Dungeon  of  Darknefc  and  Igno- 
rance, and  brought  forth  to  behold  this 
glorious  Light  that  (hineth  in  the  Gofpei, 
and  raifed  out  of  the  Grave  of  the  Lufts 
of  Ignorance,  to  live  unto  God  hence- 
forth ;  for  fiich  they  have  their  Part  in 
the  fecond  Refurreftion  to  Life,  for  you 
fee  thefe  are  conjoined^jT/fc  Spirit  dwell 
in  you,  be  (ball  raife  you,  &c.  You  fee 
here  two  Grounds  and  Reafons  of  the 
Hefurreftion  of  the  Body,  Cbrift' srifing, 
and  the  Spirit* s  indfmelhng  ;  now  I  find 
thefe  in  the  Scripture  made  the  two 
Fountains  of  all  Chriftianity,  both  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  Refur reftion. 

The  Refurreftion  of  Chrift  is  an  Evi- 
dence of  our  Juftification,  the  Caufe  of 
our  Quickening  or  Viviflcation,  and  the 
Ground  and  Pledge  of  cur  laft  Refurec 
tion  ;  and  all  thefe  are  Grounds  of  ftrong 
Confolation.  The  firft  you  have,  Rom, 
.  iv.  25.  Cbrift  die (t  for  our  Sins,  and 
rqfefor  our  Juftification  ;  and  the  *uer. 
34.  of  this  chap.  Cbrift  is  dead,  yea, 
rather  has  rifen  again ;  who  then  [ball 
condemn  ?  Here  is  a  clear  Evidence,  that 
be  hath  paid  the  Debt  wholly,  and  fatisfled 
Juftice  fully  :  Since  he  was  under  the 
Power  of  Death,  imprifoned  by  Juftice, 


certainly  he  would  not  have  won  free,  if 
he  had  not  paid  the  uttermoft  Fanning  ; 
therefore  hi&  glorious  Refurreftion  is  a 
fure  Maniieiiauon  of  hm  prelent  Satisfac- 
tion, it  is  a  publick  Acquittance  and  Ab- 
iblution  of  him  from  all  our  Debt,  and  fo 
by  Confequence,  of  all  he  died  for  ;  for 
their  Debt  was  laid  upon  him,  and  now 
ne  11  difchajged  ;  and  therefore  the  be- 
lieving Soul  may  tremblingly  boatt,  who 
foall  condemn  me  ?  for  it  is  God  that 
juftifieth.  Why  ?  becaufe  all  my  Sins 
were  laid  on  Chrift,  and  God  hath  in  a 
inoft  fclemn  Manner  acquitted  and  dif- 
charged  him  from  all,  when  he  raifed 
him  from  the  Dead  ;  and  therefore  he 
cannot,  and  none  other  can  fue  me,  or 
profecute  a  Plea  againft  me,  lince  my 
Cautioner  is  fully  exonered  of  this  Un- 
dertaking, even  by  the  great  Creditor, 
Godhimfelf.  But  then,  his  Refurreftion 
is  a  Pawn  .or  Pledge  of  the  fpiritual 
railing  of  the  Soul  from  Sin  :  As  the 
Death  of  Chrift  is  made  the  Pledge  of 
our  dying  to  Sin,  To  his  riling,  of  our  liv- 
ing to  Ged,  Rom.  vi.  4,  5.  Thefe  are 
not  meer  Patterns  and  Examples  of  fpiritu- 
al Things,  but  aflur^d  Pledges  of  the  di- 
vine Virtue  and  Power,  which  he  be*ng 
raifed  again  foould  fend  Abroad  through- 
out the  World :  For,  as  there  are  Coro- 
nation Gifts,  when  Kings  are  folemnty 
totalled  in  Office,  fo  there  are  Coronati- 
on Mercies,  triumphal  Gifts  ;  when 
Chrift  rofe  and  afcended,  he  beftowed 
them  on  the  World,  Epb.  iv.  And  cer- 
tainly thefe  are  the  greateft,  the  Vertue 
of  his  Death  to  kill  the  old  Man,  and  the 
Power  of  his  Refurreftion  to  quicken  the 
new ;  ajd  by  Faith,  a  Believer  is  united 
and  ingrafted  into  him,  as  a  Plant  into  a 
choice  Stock, and  by  Vertue  and  Sap  com- 
in^from  Chrifts Death  and  Refurreftion, 
he  is  transformed  into  the  Similitude  of 

both : 
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both:  He  growth  into  the.Likeae&of 
his  Death,  by  dying  to  Sin,  by  crucify- 
ing thefe  inward  Atfedboni  and  Inclinati- 
ons to  it  ;  and  he  groweth  up  into  the 
Similitude  of  his  Refurreftion,  by  New- 
ness of  Life,  or  being  alive  to  God,  in 
holy  DeAres  and  Endeavours  after  Holi- 
ness and  Obedience.  And  thus  the  firft 
Reiiirreftion  of  the  Soul  floweth  from 
Chrift's  Refurreftion. 

But  add  unto  this,  that  Chrift's  riling 
is  the  Pledge  and  Pawn  of  the  fecond 
Refurre&on,  that  is,  of  the  Body ;  for  he 
is  the  Head,  and  we  the  Members :  Now 
it  is  moft  incongruous,  that  the  Head 
(hould  rife  and  not  draw  up  the  Members 
after  him;  certainly  he  will  not  ceafe  till 
he  hare  drawn  up  all  his  Members  to 
him :  If  the  Head  be  above  Water,  it  is 
a  fure  Pledge  that  the  Body  will  win  out 
of  the  Water  ;  if  the  Root  be  alive,  cer- 
tainly the  Branches  will  (boot  out  in 
Springtime,  they  ihall  live  alfi>.  There 
is  that  Connexion  betwixt  Chrift  and 
Believers,  that  wonderful  Communication 
between  them,  mat  Chrift  did  nothing, 
was  nothing,  and  had  nothing  t»  torn,  but 
what  he  did,  and  was,  and  differed  per- 
forming them,  «id  all  the  Benefit  and 
Advantage  redounds  to  them.  He  would 
not  be  considered  of,  as  a  Perfon  by 
himfelf,  but  would  rather  be  ftiU  taken 
in  with  the  Children  :  As  for  Love,  he 
came  down  and  took  Fle(h  to  be  like 
them,  and  did  take  their  Sin  and  Mifery 
off  them,  and  lb  was  content  to  be  look- 
ed upon  by  God  as  in  the  Place  of  Sinners, 
V  the  chief  Sinner  ;  fo  he  is  content  and 
defirous,that  we  (hould  took  on  him  asin 
the  Place  of  Sinners,  as  dying,  asxifing 
for  us9  as  having  no  Excellency  or  Pri* 
vilege  incommunicable  to  us  ;  And  this 
was  not  hid- from  the  Church  of  old, 
Jbut  prefeated  .as  thc^rand  Confolafiao, 


, L  **? 

2by  dead  Men  jba*.  Jive,  together  wit* 
my  dead  Body  they  Jball  rife  :  And 
therefore  may  poor  Souls  awake  and  fing, 
though  they  muft  dwell  in  the  Duft,  yet 
as  the  Dew  and  Influence  of  Heave* 
maketh  Herbs  to  fpring  out  of  the  Earth* 

io  the  Venue  of  this  Refurreftion  ihall 
make  the  Earth  .and  Sea  and  Air  to 
cafi  out  and  tender  their  Dead.  Ifiu 
zxvi.  19.  Upon  what  a  fure  and  Arotg 
Chain  hangs  the  Salvation  of  jfcor  Sin- 
ners f  I  wifti  Chriftians  might  falute  one 
another  with  this,  Chrift  is  rifen,  and  to 
comfort  one  another  with  thefe  Words  ; 
or  rather,  every  one  would  apply  this 
Cordial  to  his  own  Heart,  Cfcrtj?  isrifenz 
And  you  know  what  a  golden  Chain  this 
draweth  after  it,  therefore  we  mtfft  tile 
and  live. 

The  other  Caufe  which  is  more  im- 
mediate,  and  will  actively  accompliih  it, 
is  the  Spirit  dwelling  in  us:  for  there  is 
a  fuitable  Method  here  too  :  As  the  Lord 
firft  raifed  the  Head  Chrift,  and  will  the* 
raife  the  Members,  and  be  that  doth  the 
one  cannot  but  do  the  other  ;  fo  the  Spb 
rit  firft  ratfeth  the  Soul  from  the  woful 
Fall  into  Sin  which  killed  us,    and  lb 

,  maketh  it  a  Temple,  and  the  Body  too. 
for  both  are  bought  with  a  Price,  and 
therefore  the  Spirit  poflefieth  both  ;  But' 
the  inmoft  Refidence  is  in  the  Soul,  and 
the  bodily  Members  are  made  Servants  of 
Righteoufiiels,  which  is  a  great  Honour 
and  Dignity,  in  regard  of  that  bale  In* 
pioymcnl  they  had  once ;  and  fo  it  is  moil 
fuitable  that  he  who  hath  thus  dwek  in 
both,  repair  his  own  Dweliing-houfe : 
For  here  it  is  ruinous,  and  therefore  muft 
be  caft  down  ;  but  becaufe  it  was  once 
a  Temple  jot  the  Holy  Sboft.  thesefoce 
it  will  be  repaired  and  built  jigain  •  for 
he  that  once  honoured  it  withhis  Preface^ 

I  will  ootfufler  Corruption  sjwaysjp  dwell. 
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in  it :  For  whit  Chart  oy  his  Humiuati 
On  and  Suffering  purchafcd,  the  Spirit  hath  I 
this  Commiffion  to  perform  it ;  antf  What 
is  it  but  the  Refthutum  of  Mankind  to  an 
happier  Eftate  in  the  fecofnd  Adam, 
than  ever  the  firft  was  Info.  Now,  fince 
our  Lord*  who  pleafed  to  take  on  our 
Flt-fo,  did  not  put  it  off  again/ but  admits 
it  to  the  FeUowlhip  of  the  lame  Glory  in 
Heaten,  in  that  he  died,  he  dies  no  more. 
Death  4hth  no  more  Dominion  over 
km,  he  will  never  be  wearied  or  aftram- 
cd  of  that  human  Cloathing  of  Flefli ; 
and  therefcre  certainly  that  the  Children 
nay  be  like  the  Father,the  Followers  their 
Captain,  the  Members  not  dffproporrioned 
to  the  Head,  the  Branches  not  different 
tod  heterogeneous  to  the  Stock,  and  that 
our  rifing  in  Chrift  may  leave  no  Foot- 
Aep  of  our  Falling,  no  Remainder  of  our 
Mifery  ;  therefore  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
Willalfo  quicken  the  mom!  Bodies  of  Be- 
fievers,  and  make  them  like  Chrift's  gk> 
siousBody. 

This  muft  be  done  with  divine  Power, 
and  what  more  powerful  th  n  the  Spirit  ? 
for  it  is  the  Spirits  or  fubtite  Parts  in  all 
Greatures  that  caufcth  all  Motions,  and 
Worketh  all  EflfeAs.  What  then  is  that 
Almighty  Spirit  not  able  to  do  ?  You  have 
Shadows  of  this  in  Nature,  yea,  convin 
cing  Evidences ;  for  what  is  the  Spring. 
but  a  Refiirre&ion  of  the  Earth  ?  Is  not 
the  World  every  Tear  renewed,  and  rif 
eth  again  out  of  the  Grave  of  Whiter  ?  as 
fm  find  it  elegantly  eipfefled,  Pfal.  evil, 
and  doth  not  the  Grains  of  Seed  die  in 
Ike  Clods,  before  they  rife  to  die  Harveft, 
M  Car.  iv.  All  the  Vkiflitudes  ind  Alte- 
rations in  Nature,  give  its  a  plain  Draught 
«#  this  great  Cha  ge,  and  certainly  it  is 
mm  Spirit  thaMfiHb  all. 

But  though  (here  be  die  fame  Power 
opted,  to  r«Ue  up  the  Btfm  of  ibr  j 


Godly  and  Ungodly ;  yet,  O  what  infi- 
nite Diftance  and  Difference  in  th*  Nature 
and  Ends  of  their  KefcrreAkxis  r  There 
is  the  Refurre&hn  of  Life,  and  the  Re- 
fur  region  of  Condemnation,  Joh.r.  tg. 
O  !  happy  they  who  rife  to  life  that  ever 
they  died  .'  '  But  O  miserable,  thrice 
wretched  t*  all  otherr  that  they  may  not 
be  dead  for  ever.  The  immortality  of 
the  Soul  was  infinite  Mifcry,  becaafc  it 
is  that  *  which  eternhtes  their  Mifery  ; 
but  when  this  Overplus  is  added,  the 
Ihcorruiitibility  of  the'  Body,  and  fo  the 
whole  Man  made  an  inconsumable  Sub* 
jeftr  for  that  Fire  to  feed  upon  perpetual* 
ly,  what  Heart  can  conceive  it  without 
Horror  f  And  yet  we  hear  k -often  with- 
out any  fuch  AfleAion,  It  is  a  Grange 
Life,  that  Death  is  the  only  Refresh- 
ment of  it ;  and  yet  this  may  not  be  had, 
the  f  Jbail  feek  Death,  and  itjbal/jy 
from  them.  Now,  my  Beloved,  I  would 
defire  this  Difcourfe  might  open  Way 
for  the  hearty  and  cordial  Interuinment  of 
•he Gofpel,  and  that  jqp  might  be  per- 
fuaded  to  awake  unto  Right eoufneff, 
and  Jin  no  more,  iT?or.  xv.  34.  Be  not 
deceived,  my  Brethren,  Flejb  and 
Wood  cannot  inherit  the  Kingdom  of 
Go*/.  Certainly,  if  you  have  no  other 
Imag*  than  what  you  come  in  to  the 
World  withal,  you  cannot  have  this  Hope; 
to  becooformed  one  Day  to  the  glorious 
Body  of  Chrift:  What  will  become  of 
you  in  that  Day,  who  declare  now  by  the 
continued  Vent  of  your  Hearts,  that  this 
holy  Spirit  dwells  not  in  you?  And,  alas  r 
how  many  are  ftck  ?  Oh!  pity  your  felres, 
your  Soul*  and  Bodies  both.  If  for  Love 
to  your  Bodies,;  you  will  follow  its  pre- 
fait  Lufts,  and  care  only  for  the  Things 
of  the  Body,  you  aA  the  greateft  Enmity 
and  HofcHry  againft  your  own  Bodies. 
J  t&nk  jw9  the  eternal 
State 
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Sure  of  both,  and  ycm  Care  and  Study  .  teaching  you  another  Way 
will  run  in  another  Channel.  And  for  /  World  walks  into,  I  recommend  untoyoq 
you  who  hare  any  forking  of  the  Spirit  I  that  of  the  Apofle'%,  i  Cor.  xr.  $h 
in  yoq,  whether  convincing  you  of  Sn  I  fPberefore  my  Brethren,  hefiedfafi,  &c. 
and  Mifcry,  and  of  Rigbteoufcefi  in  |  always  aboundi ng  in  theWmkof  the 
Chrift ;  or  fcmenraes  comforting  you  by  I  Lord,  knowing  your  Labour  is  mi  in 
the  Word  applied  to  your  Heart  ;orj  vain. 
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yerfe  it.  Therefore  Brethren*  toe  are  Leber s  not  toth* 
liejby  to  live  after  the  Fhjh>  &c 


ALL  Things  in  CbrtJUatity  hare  a  near 
and  ftrait  Conjunction,  it  is  fo  entire 
and  lbfolute  a  Piece,  that  if  one  Link  be 
tooled,  all  the  Chain  falls  to  the  Grounds 
and  if  one  be  wdl  faftned  upop  the  Heart, 
it  brings  all  aloifcft  with  it:  Some  fpeak 
of  all  rruths,  even  in  Nature,  that  they 
ire  knit  fo  together,  that  any  Truth  may 
be  concluded  out  of  every  Truth,  at  leaft 
by  a  long  Circuit  of  Deduction  and  Rea- 
foning  ;  but  whatfoerer  be  of  that,  cer- 
tainly Religion  is  a  more  entire  Thing, 
and  all  the  Pans  of  it  more  nearly  conjoin- 
ed together,  that  they  may  mutually  en-, 
force  one  another;  Precepts  and  Promi-, 
fesare  thu;  linked  together ,  that  if  my : 
Soul  lay  hold  indeed  upon  any  Promifc, 
of  Grace,  be  draws  aloogft  Vith  it  the, 
Obligation  of  fome  Precept  to  walk  fiitti 
able  to  fuch  precious'Promifes.  There 
is  no  Encouragement  you  can  indeed 
faften  upon,  but  it  will  join  you  as  near-* 
ly  to  the  Cmmaridment ,  and  no  Confo- 
latipn  in  the  Cofpel,  that  doth,  not  carry 
wufeia  its-Bofom  an  Exhortation  xoboty 


walking:  Again,  on  the  other  Hant 
there  is  no  Precept,  but  it  foouki  led 
you  ftraight  way  to  a  Promife,  no  Em* 
hortathn,  but  it  is  invironed  before  anJ 
behind  with  a  ftrong  Confolathn,  19 
make  k  pierce  the  deeper*  and  go  down 
Che  fweeter*  Therefore  you  fee,  how 
eafily  the  Apoftle  cfigrefleth  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  how  fweetly  and  pertinently 
thef*  are  interwoven  in  hit  Difcourfe. 
The  firft-Word  of  die  Chapter  is  a 
Word  of/fmg  ConfoUtrionrfhereismo 
Condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Cbnf0 
and  this  like  a  Flood  carries  all  dow» 
with  it,  all  Precepts  and  Exhortations, 
and  .the  Soul  of  a  Believer  with  them,  a 
aid-therefore  he  ftibjoins  an  Exbortatkm 
to  holy  and  fpirttual  Walking  upon  that 
very  XSroundt  And.becaufe  Command- 
ments of  this  Nature  will  not  float  (few 
fpeak)unlefr  they  have  muqh  Water  .of 
that  kind,  and  cannot  have  iuch  a  fwift 
Oourle,  except  the  Tide  of  Aid*  Encou- 
ragements flow  faft"»  thtrefone  he  ope*» 
eththet  Spring  again  hi  the  frcceedjqg 
Sfs  Words* 
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Words,  aod'letteth  the  Rivers  of  Con- 
folation  flow  forth,  even  the  Hope  of 
Immortality  and  eternal  Life  :  And 
this  certainly  will  raife  up  a  Soul  that  was 
On  Gf  oiimJ,  and  carry  him  abort  in  Mo- 
don.of  Obedience  $  and  therefore  he  may 
well,  in  the  next  place,  Air  them  up  to 
their  Duty,  and  mind  thrm  of  their  O- 
bligarion,  therefore  Br  +  bren,  we  are 
Debters,  not  to  the  tlejb.  To  make 
this  the  more  effectual,  he  drops  it  in  with 
Aflefiion,  in  a  fwcet  Compilation  of 
Love  and  Equality,  Brethren.  There 
is  nothing  fo  powerful  in  Perfiiafion,  as 
Love,  it  will  fweeten  a  bitter  and  un- 
pletfant  Reproof,  and  make  it  go  down 
more  eatily ;  though  it  maketh  left  Noife 
than  Threatnings  and  Severity  and  Au- 
thority ;  yet  it  is  more  forcible,  for  it 
infihuates  itfelf,  and  in  a  Manner  furprjP 
eth  the  Soul,  and  fo  preyentetb  all  Re- 
finance :  A«  whoa  the  Sun  made  the 
Traveller  pare  with  his  Cloak,  whereas 
the  Wind  and  Rain  made  him  hold  h  faf 
ter *  fo  Afieftion  will  prevail,  where 
Authority  and  Terror  cannot:  It  will 
melt  that,  which  a  ftronger  Power  can- 
not break :  The  Story  ot  Elijah,  i  King. 
xii.  may  pve  fame.  Representation  of  this, 
9ie  Lord  was  not  in  the  ftrong  Wind* 
norm  the  terrible  Earth-quake,  nor  yet 
in  the  tire,  ha  in  the  calm  ftill  Voice : 
The  Lord  bath  chofen  this  Way  of  pub- 
lifting  his  Grace  in  the  Gofpel,  becaufe 
the  Sum  of  it  is  Love  to  Sinners,  and 
Coodiwill  towards  Mem  He  holds  it 
forth  in  the  calnr  Voice  of  Love,  and 
thefe  who  are  his  Amhafladors  (hould.be 
doathedwith  fuck  an  AffeAion,  if  they 
intend  to  prevail  with  Men.  to  engage 
their  Affeftions.  O !  that  we  were  poflef 
fed  with  that  brotherly  Love  one  towards 
mother,  for  the  Salvation  one  of  another; 
dfcdatfr,  that  the  Preachers  of  the  GoP  | 


pel  tui&bt  be  ttuis  kindly  atfediooed  to- 
wards others,  and  that  you  would  take  it 
thus,  the  calling  you  off  the  Ways  of  Sin, 
as  an  Aa  of  the  greateft  Love.  But 
then  confider  the  Equality  of  this  Obiga- 
tion,  for  there  is  nothing  prefled  upon 
you,  but  -what  lieth  as  heavily  upon  thro 
that  preflTeth  it :  This  Debt  binds  ill.  O ! 
that  the  Murifters  of  the  Gofpel  could 
carry  the  fmpreflion  of  this  on  their 
Hearts,  that  when  they  perfuade  others, 
they  may  withal  perfuade  themfelves  ; 
and  when  they  fpeak  to  others,  they  may 
fit  down  among  the  Hearers..  If  an 
Apoflte  o£fo  eminent  Dignity  levelletb 
himfelf  in  this  Confideration*  therefore 
Brethren  we  are  Betters  y  bow  much 
more  ought  Paftors  and  Teachers  to  come 
in  the  lame  Rank  and  Degree  of  Debt 
and  Obligation  with  others :  Truly,  this 
it  the  great  ObftruAion  of  the  Succefi  of 
the  Golpet  that  thefe  who  bind  on  Bur- 
dens on  others,  do  not  themfelves  touch 
them  with  one  of  their  Fingers ;  and 
while  they  fcem  frrious  in  perftiadlqg  o- 
tbers,  yet  withal  declare  by  their  Carri- 
age, that  they  do  not  believe  themfelves 
what  they  bear  upon  others ;  fo  that 
preaching  feemeth  to  be  an  Impotiure, 
and  Affeftions  in  perfuadingpf  others  to 
be  borrowed  as  it  were  in  a  Scent  to  be 
laid  ekiwn  again  out  of  it..  But  then  a- 
gain,  there  is  a  Mifeonceit.  among  People, 
that  this  holy  and  (pmtual  Walking  is  not 
of  common  Obligation,  but  peculiar  to 
the  Preachers  of  the  Golpcl.  Many 
make  their  Reckoning  fo,  as  if  they  were 
not  called  to  fuch  high  Aims  and  great 
Endeavours;  but  only,  my  Beloved, 
this  is  a  Thing  of  common  Concernment, 
the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  levelled  us  all 
tnthis  PoiAt  ofDuiy,  as  lie  hath  equally 
exalted  all  in  die  moft  fubftannal  Digni- 
ties, and  Privileges  of  tbe  fefpel;  This. 
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Bond  is  upon  the  higheft  and  upon  the 
loweft,  Greatnefs  doth  not  exempt  from 
it,  and  Meanneis  doth  nor  exclude  from 
it  ;    though    commonly  great  Perfons 
fancy  an  Immunity,  from  the  Stri&nefs  of 
a  holy  Conversation,    becaufe  of  their 
Greatnefs,  and  often  mean  and  low 
Perfons  pretend  a  Freedom  from  fuch  a 
high  Obligation,  becaufe    of  their  Low- 
nefs ;  yet   certainly  all  are  Debt-bound 
this  Way,  and  muft  one  Day  give  Ac- 
count.    You  that  are  poor  and  unlearned, 
and   have  not  received  great  Things  of 
that  Nature  from?God»  dd  not  think  your 
felves  fret,  do  not  ablblve  Jour  (elves, 
for  there  is  infinite  DebtbeGdes  that :  You 
will  have  no  Place,  for  that  Excufe,  that 
yo»  had:  not  great   Parts*,  were  not 
learned,  and  (6  forth.    For  as  the  Obli- 
gation reaches  you  all,  fa  these  is  as  pa- 
tent a  Way  to  the  Exercife  of  Religion  in 
the  pooreft  Cottage,  as  in  the  higheft 
Palace  :  You  may  ferve  God  as  accept- 
ably in  little,  as  others  may  do  in  much  : 
Theie  is  no  Condition  fo  low  and  abjeel, 
that  layeth  any  Reftraint  on  this  noble  Ser- 
vice and  Imployment ;  This  Jewel  lofes 
not  its  Beauty  wd  Venue,  when  it  litth 
in  a  Dung-hill,  more  than  when  it  is  tot 
in  Gold. 

But  let  u? enquire  further  into  this  Debt,. 
we  are  Debters,  faith  he;  and  beat- 
ftanceth  what  is  not  the  Creditor,,  by 
which  he  gireth  us  to  understand,  who  is 
the  true  Creditor :  Not  the  Flejbwd  there- 
fore to  make  out  the.  juft  Opposition,, it 
mud  be  the  Spirit :  We  are  Debters  then 
to  \ht  Spirit.  And  what  is  the  Debt  we 
owe  to  him,  we  may  know  it  that  lame 
Way,  we  owe-  not  to  tbeFleJb  fo  much 
as  to  make  us  live  after  its  Guidance  and 
Direction,  and  fulfil  its  Lufts  ;  then  by 
due  Confequence*  .we  owe  fb  much  to  the 
Spirit,  as  that  we  Jhould  live  qfter  the. 


Spirit,  and  reTign  our  felves  wholly 
to  him,  his  Guidance  and  Direction: 
There  is  a  twotb.d  Kind  of  Debt  upon 
t.*e  Creature,  one  remijjible  and  pardon- 
able, another  irremiffible  and  unpardon- 
able ( fo  to  fpeajc )  the  Debt  of  Sin,  and 
that  is  the  Guilt  of  it,  which  is  nothing 
elfe  than  the  Obligation  of  the  Sinner  b> 
v?r~  to  eternal  Condemnation  by  Vertue 
of  the  Curfe  of  God;  Every  Sinner  con> 
eth  under  this  Debt  to  Divine  Juftice^ 
she  Defert  of  eternal  Wrath,,  and  the  aftual 
Ordination  by  a  divine  Sentence,  to  thai 
Wrath.  Now  indeed,  this  Debt  was 
infoluble  to  us,  and  utterly  unpayable,  un- 
til God  fent  his  Son  to  be  our  Cautioner, 
and  he  hath  payed  the  Debt  jn  his  own 
Perlboft  by  bearing  our  Curfe,  and  fb 
made  it  pardonable  to  Sinners,  obtained 
a-  Relaxation  from  that  woful  Obligation 
to  Death:  And  this-  Debt  you  fee  is 
wholly  difcharged  to  them  that  are  in  ' 
Cbrift,  by  another  Sentence  repealing  the 
former  Curie;  Per.  i.  'There  is  no 
Condemnation  to  them  that  are  inCbrift* 
But  there  is  another  Debt  which  I  may 
call  a  Debt  of  Dut)  and  Obedience, 
which,  as  it  was  antecedent  to  Sin,  even 
binding  innocent  Adam  ;  fo  the  Obliga- 
tion of  the  Debt  of  Sin  hath  beenfb  fir 
from  taking  it  away,  that  it  is  rather  in* 
creaied  exceedingly,  and  this  Debt  is  un* 
pardonable  and  indi/penfible,  the  more 
of  the  Debt  of  Sin  be  pardoned,  and  the 
more  the  Curie  be  diipenfed  with,  the 
more  the  Sinner  owes  of  Love  and  Obe- 
dience to  God,  Jhe  loved  much  becaufe 
much  was  forgiven ;  and  the  more  was 
forgiven  of  Sin,,  the  more  (he  owed  of 
Lore,  and  the  more  Debt  was  difcharged, 
the  more  toe  was  indebted  to  him :  And 
therefore,  after  this  general  Acquitance  of 
ill  Believers,  Verfe  i.  he  prefleth  this 
Obligation  the  mrt  ftrongly,  therefore 
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Brethren  we  are  Ljebttrs :  It  is  Ike  that 

Debtjboken  of,  Rom.  xii.  Owe  no  Man 

any  thing,  but  love  one  another,  which 

Is  not  meant  that  it  is  unlawful  to  be 

Debtors  to  Men,  but  rather,  what  ye 

owe, or  att Things  elie,  pay   k,  .and  ye 

are   free,   your  Debt  ceafes,  and  your 

Bond  is  eanceHed ;  but  as  for  the  Debt 

of  Love  and  Benevolence,  you  muft  fo 

owe  that  to  all  Men,  as  never  to  be  dif- 

charged  of  it.  never  to  be  freed  from  of 

It ;  when  you  hare  done  all.  this  hath  no 

limitation  of  Time  or  Action:  Evenfo 

ir  is  here,  other  Debts  when  paid,  Men 

ceafc  to  be  Dtfbters,  then  they  are  free  • 

but  here  the  more  be  pay,  the  more  he  is 

bound  to  pay;  he  oweth,  and  he  oweth 

eternally,  hit  Bond  is  never  cancelled  as 

Ions  as  he  continues  a  Creature  fublifbng 

in  God,  and  abides  a  redeemed  one  in 

a  Cbrifi;  for  theft  continuing,  hit  Obltgati- 

"  oo  is  eternally  recent  and  frelhastbefi  ft 

Day :  And  this  doth  not  at  aU  obscure 

die  infinite  Grace  of  God,  or  diminife  the 

Happineii  of  Saints,  that  they  are  not  freed 

from  this  Debt  of  Love  and  Obedtence, 

but  rather  iUuftrates  the  one,  and  increafey 

the-  other,   for  it  cannot   be  fuppofcd 

to  confift  with  the  Wififom  and  HoKnefi 

•f  Ood  to  loofe  Us  Creature  from  that 

. 'Obligation  of  loving  Obedience  and  Sub- 

jeftion,  which  is  eflfentiaito  it,  and  it  is 

no  lefs  reptignanf  to  the  Happineftof  the 

Creature  to  be  free  from  R&teottfnejs, 

unto  Sin. 

Now,  dab  Debt  of  Dotr  and  Obedi- 
ence hath  a  threefold  Bond,  which  becaufe 
they  ftand  in  vigor  uncancelled  for  all  F_- 
ternhy,  therefore  the  Obligation  anting 
from  them  is  eternal  too.  the  Bond  o 
Creation,  the  Bondof  Redemption;  ami 
.  the  Bond  of  Sanftijkation,  thtfe  are  dt f 
tiflgui(hed  according  jo  the  Fciibm  of  the 


Trinity,  who  appear  inoft  eminently  in 
them. 

We  owe  our  Being  to  the  Father, 
in  whom  we  live  and  move  and  have 
our  Being  \  for  be  made  us,  and  not 
we  our  /elves,  and  we  are  all  the  Works 
of  his  Hands :  Now  the  Debt  accruing 
from  this,  is  infinite  ;  if  Men  conceive 
themfelves  to    much  obliged  to  others 
fur  a  petty  Courtefy,  as  to  be  their  ser- 
vant/ ;  if  they  owe  more  to 'their  Fa- 
rents  the  Inftruments  of  their  bringing 
forth  into  the  World,  O  bow  infinitely 
more  owe  we  to  God,  of  whom  we  are, 
and  have  all  !  Doth  the  Clay  owe  fomuda 
to  the  Potter,  who  doth  not  make  it,  but 
fajhion  it  only  ?    And  what  owe  we  to 
him  that  made  us  of  nothing,  and  faftiioned 
us  while  we  were  yet  without  Form  t 
Truly,  aM  Relations,  all  Obligations   e- 
vanifli  when thi* cometh  forth;  becaufe 
aU  that  a  Man  bath  is  lefs  than  bimjelf, 
than  his  immortal  Spirit,  and  that  he  ow- 
eth  alone  to  God ;  and  betides  whatsoe- 
ver Debt  there  is  to  other  Fellow-crea- 
tures in  any  Thing,  God  is  the  principal 
Ottfitor  in  that  Bond.   AU  the  Creatures 
are  but  the  Servants  of  this  King,  which 
at  fch  fole  •  Appointment  bring  alongs 
his  Gifts  unto  us ;  and  therefore  we  owe 
no  more  to  them,  than  to  the  Hands  of 
the-  Meflenger  that  is  lent.    Now,  by 
this  Accompt,  nothing  w  our  own,  not 
our  femes,  not  our  Members,  not  our 
Goods ,  but  aflere  bis,  and  to  be  ufed 
and  beAowed  not  at  the  Will  and  Arbi- 
triment  of -Creatures,  but  to  be  absolutely 
and  folely-  at  his  Difpobl,  who  hath  the 
fok^fovereign  Right  to  thea**  and  there- 
ore,  yot*jnay  take  up  the  Hetooulhf ft  of 
Stn,  ixnrtnonftruoua  and  misffaappen  t 
Thing  it   is,    that  breaks  this  inviolable 
Law '  of  Creation*  and  -  withdraws  the 
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Creature  from  St^ftten  to  him,  in 
whom  atone  it  can-  febftft.  O  how  diA 
ordered  are  the  CdurfefcaAd  Lires  of 
Men  ?  Men  living  td  ibemfclves,  their 
©fan  JL«/f/,  after  their  0**  #P5ft  as  if 
they  had  made them/etres ;  Menvfing  their 
Members  at  Weapon f  of  UkrigbteouP 
nefs  againft  66d,  as  if-their T&iqxs, 
and  Hands  *nd  Few  were  their  own,  or 
the  Devifcand  not  God's.  Cailto*4ind 
this  Obligation,  Remehtber  tby  Crvwton 
that  Memento  wotikf  be  a  ftrong  En- 
gagement to  another  Gourfc  than  mart 


n* 

take:    How  abfiird  would  you  think  if» 
to    pfcafc  your  ielvjes    in    ditpleafieg 
tym,  if  you  but   minded   the  Bond  of 
Creation.  But  when  there  are  other  iw# 
fupewdded,  what  we  owe  ta  the  Son,  for 
coming  down  in    the  LikAi efs  of  Onfiil 
Flem  for  us*  and  what  we  owe  to  the 
£fo/y  Gat/  .  for  quictaing  our  Sjpirkav 
aodaftemard  for  the  Jttfareaionrof 
our  Bodies,    wfeofe-  He*to .  would  not  . 
*efc  overcome  .and  fea4<aftire'  40  4b 
Love  and  Obedience* 
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Verfe  12, 13.    Therefore  Brethren,  we  are  Belters,  not  to 
the  Ftejb*  to  Jfoe  after  the  fUjb:  Ibr  for  if  jeii^a 
-After  the  Tlejh,  ye  &all  die,  &c. 


WAS  h  not  enough  to  contain  Men 
in  Obedience  to  God,  the  rery 
eflentia!  Bond  of  Dependence  nponGod 
as  die  Original  and  Fonotain,af  hia  Br 
ingi  And  yet  Man  tab  caft  away  this 
Cord  from  him,  and  withdrew  from  that 
AHcdgance  he  did  owe  to  Us  Maker,  by 
tranfcreflirg  his  holy  Commandments. 
But  God  not  willing  that  all  mould  periih, 
he  hath  confirmed  and  ftrengthoed  that 
primitive'  Obligation,  by  two  other  as 
ftrong,' if  not  more;  if  the  Father  did 
moft  eminently  appear  in  thej&f ,  the 
Son  is  mamfefted  ia  thojecvnd,  and  thai. 
is  the  Work  of  the  Redemption  of  Man, 
no  lefs  glorious  than  Vbfirf  Creation: 
He  mi*  kin  fifft,  «b4  *t*bt  fcatbit 


own  Son  in  the  Likene&of  finfiif  Reft^ 
to«ake  hta  tagaioby  his  Spirit:  An* 
now  a  threefold  Cordia  out  eafily  broken, 
ft  ftema  this-  mould  bind  invintitty^  and  . 
cpaflrain  lienor  to  be  our  awn.  Jut  the 
Lord's*.  And  now  truly,  they  who  are 
»  Jefoa  Chrifi,  are  thrice  indebted  wbol* 
>  to  God.    Butthe  twola&Obngationa 
are  the  soft  JfoeciaJ,  and  moft  wonder 
ful,  that  God  lent  bis  Son  tot  in,  sore* 
deem  tie  from  Sin  and  Miferyr  and  10 
ceftbreMan  *>  Happmefi  took  00  a  ntfe* 
raWe  andeccurftd  Habit,  that  httorious 
4  Per/on  t**cbti*£ttffai  bietfe  m*\ 
thai  £»  excellent  a  Lord  became  a  Set* 
*am  for  the.  Rebel',  that  be  whole  the 
Efttihia,  and  abn  FuUaeft  &«*of.  <W 
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empty  himfelf  of  all  to  fupplyus  :  And 
in  a  Word,  the -moft  wonderful  Exchange 
be  made  that  ever  the  Sun  faw,  God  fin- 
Men,  bis  Life  a  Ranfoni  far  their 
Life:  All  the  rare  Inventions,  and  fan- 
cied Stories  of  Men*  come  infinitely 
Ihort  of  this :  The  Light  never  faw  Ma- 
jefty  fo  abafedL  and  Lore  fo  exprefled, 
as  in  this  Matter ;  and  all  to  this  Pu/pole, 
that  we  who  had  Undone  our. (elves,  might 
be  made  up  again,andtheI!Lighteou(he(s  ot 
the  Law  fulfilled  ia  us.  At  firft'he  made 
us,  but  it  coft  him  nothing  but  a  fPbrd ; 
but  now,  to  buy  that  which  was  taken  cap- 
tire  by  Sin,  and  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  ye  are 
bought  with  a  Price,  and  this  Price  more 
precious  than  the  Sum  of  Heaven  and 
Earth  could  amount,  to,  fuppofe  by  fome 
rare  yilchymy  the  £«rth  were  all  convert- 
ed into  Gold,and  the  Heavensinto  precious 
Stones ;  yet  thefe  corruptible  and  materi 
al  Things  come  as  fir-Jhort  of  this  Ra.- 
torn,  as  an  Hew  of  Dung  is  unproporti- 
onci  toaMafi  of  Gold,  or  Heap  of  Jewels. 
Mow,  you  that  are  thus  bought,  may  ye 
sx)t  conclude,  therefore  we  are  Debters, 
and  whereof?  Of  our  felves,  for  we, 
our  Perfon,  Eftqtes  and  ail  were  fold. 
and  all  are  bought  with  this  Price  where- 
fore we  are  not  our  own,  but  the  Lord's, 
and  therefore  we  ought  -to  glorifie  God 
in  our  Bodies  and  Spirits  which  are  bis, 
i  Cor.  vi.  ao.  Should  we  henceforth 
claim  an  Intereft  and  Propriety  in  our 
fclves  ?  Should  we  hav«  a.  Will  of  our 
own?  Should" we  ferve our felves -with 
our  Members?  O  how  monftroua  ant: 
abfurd  were  that !  Certainly,  a  believing 
Heart  cannot  but  look  upon  that  as  the 
greateft  Indignity,  and  vileft  Impiety,  thai 
ever  the  Sun  ftiirted  upon :  Ingratitude 
bath  a  -Note  of  Igaominy,  even  among 
Heathens,  put  upon  it ;  they  efteemed  she 
JUproadi-of  k  the  Compend  of  all  &e» 


proachts,  Ingratumji  dixeris,  omnia  di- 
xeris.    And  truly.it  hath  the  moft  abo- 
minable Vifage  of  any  Vice;  yea,  it  is  all 
Sins  drawn  through  other  an  one  Table. 
Certainly,  a  godly  Heart  cannot  but  ac- 
count this  execrable  and  deteftable,  hence- 
forth to  have  any  proper  and  peculiar 
Will  and  Pleafiire,  and  cannot  but  devout 
it /elf  wholly  to  Us  Will  and  Pleafure, 
for  wh;>fe  Pleafure  all  were  firlt  created, 
and  who  then  redeemed  us  by  the  Blood  of 
his  Son.    I  wi(h  we  could  have  this  Image 
of  Ingratitude  always  obfervant  to  our 
Eyes  and  Minds  when  we   are  inticed 
with  our  Lulls,  to  ftudy  our  own  SatiP 
raAon.    But   there    is  another   Bond 
liipperadded  to  this,  which  mightily  ag- 
gravates the  Debt.  He  hath  given  us  bis 
Spirit  to  dwell  within,  as  well  as  his 
Son  for  us..    Ad  O  the  marvellous  and 
ftrange  Effects  that  this  Spirit  hath  in  the 
favours  of  Men  !     He  truly  repairs  that 
Image  of  God,  which  Sin  broke  down  ; 
he  furniiheth  the  Soul,  and  Applies  it  in 
all  its  Neceflities  ;  he  is  a  Light  and  Life 
to  it,  a  Spring  of  everiaftfng  Life  and 
Confolation  -,  fo  that  to  the    Spirit  we 
owe  that  we  are  made  again  after  his  I- 
nage,andthe  precious  Purchafe  •fChrift 
applyedunto  our  Souls.    For  him  hath 
o^r  Saviour  left  to  execute  his  Latter-will 
in  behalf  of  his  Children.    And  thefe 
Things  are  but  the  firft  Fruits  of  the  Spi- . 
ft,  any  Peace,  or  Joy,  or  Love,  or  O- 
bedience,  are  but  an  Earned  of  that  which 
is  coming:  We  (hall  be  yet   more  be- 
holden to  biqi.  when  the  Walls  of  FJefo 
are  taken  down,  be  will  carry  forth  the 
Soul  into  diatglorioui  Liberty  of  the  Sons 
of  God ;  and  n6t   long   after  he  (hall 
quicken  our  very  Dud,  and  raife  it  up  ia 
Gbiy.to«tbePellowfhip  of  that  Happi- 
nefi.  Now,  any  Beloved,  coniider  what 
all  ifaii  tend!  to,  mark  the  Inference  you 
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Ihould  make  from  it,  therefore  we  are 
Debters,  Debters  indeed*  under  in- 
finite Obligations  for  infinite  Mercies : 
But  what  is  the  Debt  we  owe  ?  Truly 
it  might  be  conceived  to  be  fome  rare 
Thing,  equivalent  to  fuch  unconceivable 
Benefits :  But  mark  what  it  is,  to  live  af- 
ter the  Spirit,  and  not  after  the  Flefb, 
to  con/orm  our  Attentions  and  Adtions, 
jtfid  the  Tenor  of  our  Way  and  Courfe, 
to  the  Direction  of  the  Spirit,  to  have 
our  Spirits  led  and  enlightned  by  the  Ho 
Ij  Spirit,  and  not  to  follow  the  Indict- 
ment of  our  Flefh  and  carnal  Minds. 
Now  truly,  it  is  a  Wonder  that  it  is'no  o- 
ther  Thing  than  this,  for  this  is  no 
other  Thing  than  what  we  owe  no  our 
felves,  and  to  our  own  Natures,  fo  to 
fpeak ;  for  truly  there  is  a  Conformity  and 
Suitableneis  of  fome  Things  to  the  very 
Nature  of  Man,  that  is  ^beautiful,  fome 
Things  are  decent  and  becomes  it,  other 
Things  areundecentand  uncomely,  unfuit- 
able  to  the  very  reafonable  Being  of  Man, 
fo  that  they  put  a  Stain  and  Blot  upon  it. 
-  Now -indeed,  there  is  nothing  can  be 
conceived  more  agreeable  to  the  very 
Conftitution  of  Man's  Nature  than  this, 
that  the  far  better  and  more  excellent 
Fart,  fhoujd  lead  and  command,  and 
the  bafer  and  'earthly  Pare  ihould  obey 
and  follow  ;  that  the  Flefh  (hould  mini- 
fter  and  ferve  the  Spirit  \  doth  not  even 
Nature  it  felfteacb  it*  -And  yet,  no 
heavier  Yoke  is  put  upon  us,  than  what 
our  own  Nature  hath  put  upon  us  already, 
which  indeed  is  wonderful ;  and  certain- 
ly this  wonderful  attempering  of  his  Laws 
unto  the  very  natural  Exigence  of  the 
Spirit  of  Man,  makes  the  Tranlgreffion  of 
them  fo  much  the  more  hainous. 

Now,  all  thefe  three  forementioned 
Bonds  do  jointly  "bind  on  this  Law  upon 
Man  ;  in  general \  they  oblige  flrongly 
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to  Subjection  and  Obedience  to  the  Will 
of  God ;  but  particularly;  they  have  a 
containing  Influence  upon  this,  living 
after  tbe  Spirit,  and  after  the  Flefb;, 
Our  tfery  Creation  fpeaks  this  forth, 
when  God  made  Man  after  his  own  linage, 
when  b*  beautified  the  Spirit  of  Man 
with  that  Divine  Similitude  and  Likenefe, 
in  that  he  breathed  a  Spirit  from  Heaven, 
and  took  a  Body  out  of  the  Dud,  and 
then  exalted  that  4jeavenly  Piece  to  fome 
Participation  of  his  own  Nature ;  Dath 
not  all  this  cry  aloud  upon  us,  thaf  the 
Order  of  Creation  is  now  diflblved,  that 
the  Beauty  of  it  is  marred,  that  ail  is 
turned  up  fide-down,when  Mens  Pajfionx 
and  Senfes  are  their  only  Guides*  and 
the  Principles  of  Light  in  their  Confii- 
ence  are  choakt*  and  ftiffled  ?  Doth  not 
all  this  teach  us  plainly  that  we  (hould  not 
live  after  the  Flefti  ?  That  we  owe  not 
fo  much  to  this  brutilh  Part.,  as  to  en- 
throne it  and  impower  it  over  us  ?  That 
it  were  vileft  dinarchy,  and  moft  intol- 
erable Confufion  and  Ufurpation,  to  give 
it  the  Power  over  us,  as  moft  Men  dpi 
That  there  canJx  no  Order  or  Beautrui 
Man,  till  the  Spirit  be  unfettered  front 
the  Chains  of  flelhly  Lulls,  and  reftored 
to  the  native  Dignity  and  Preheminency, 
and  fo  keep  the  Body  in  Subjection  P 
And  indeed  ]>aul  was  fo,  iCor.  ix.  37. 
/  keep  my  Body  in  Subjection,  and 
beat  it  down,  becaufe  it  is  an  imperious 
Slave,  an  ufurping,  Slave,  and  will  com- 
mand, if  not  beaten  and  kept  uader. 

Again,  Cbrift  hath  put  a  Bond  upo< 
us  to  this  very  fame,  he  Ijath  ftrengthned 
this  Obligation  with  a.  new  Cord,  in  that 
he  gave  his  precious  Life  a  Ranfom  Tor 
the  Souls  of  Men ;  this  was  the  principal 
Thing  he  paid  for  (the  Body  only  being 
an  acceflbry  and  Appendix  to  the  Soul  J 
for  it  is  faid,  the  Redemption  of  tbe 
T  t  Soul 
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Soul  if  precious  and  ceafetbfor  ever, 
Pfal.xlii,  8.  md  mat  can  a  Man  give 
\n    exchange  for  bis  Sou!*  Mark  viii. 
37.  For  what  material  $*bing  can. equa- 
lize a  Spirit  ?    Many  Things  may   be 
hid  more  precious  and  fine  than  the  Body, 
but  all  of  them  hare  no  Proportion  10  a 
Jpirituat  Beitig,     Now  then,  in  that  fo 
dear  a  Ranfom,  and  fo  infinite  a  Price  muft 
be  given  for  the  Spirit  of  Mail, it  declares 
the  infinite  Worth   and  Excellency  of  it 
above   the  Body,    and   above  all  vifible 
Things:  And  here's  indeed  the  grcatell 
Confirmation  that  can  te  imagined,  God 
tutli  valued  it,  he   hath  put  the  Son  I  of 
Man  in  the   Batlance,  to  find  fometlung 
equal  in  Weight  of  Dignity  and  Worth, 
and  when  all  that.is  in  Heaven  and  Earth 
«  put  inr  the  other   ScaJe,  the  Soul   is 
Down-weight  by  fir :  There  is  fiich  Dif* 
ranee,  that  there  is  no  Proportion  ;  only 
the  Life  and  Blood  of  bis  own  Son 
weighs  it  down,  and  is  an  Overvalue;  and 
thus  in  our  Redemption  we  have  a  vifible 
Demnnftranon    (as  it  were)  of  the  in- 
finite Obligation  of  this  Law,  no!  to  live 
After  that  contemptihle^Part,  our  Ftejbt 
hut  to  follow  after  the  Motions  and  Z)t- 
reftians  of  an  enfigbtned  Spirit;  nor 
to  fpcod  our  Thoughts,  Care  and  Time 
wprm  the   Body,  and  malting  Provision 
i  r  if>e  Lufts  thereof  (as  moft  Men  do, 
*  id  alt  by  Natute  are  now  inclined  to  do) 
fori    to  be  taken  up  with  the  immortal 
yiecious  Jewel  that  is  vitbin,  how   to 
hive  }i  rubbed  and  cieanfed  from  all  the 
Fifth,  thai  Sin  and  the  Flefh  hath  caft 
upon  it;    and    reftored  to  that   native 
Beauty,   the  Image  of  God  in  Rigbte- 
cufhefs  and  Holmefs,     If  you  in  your 
Fraftice   and  AnWtion  turn  [lie  Scales 
oiherwife,  and  makeihe  Body  andThin^s 
^f  the  Body,  fuppofe  the  whole  Worlds 
down-weigh  in  your  Afleftion  and  ima- 


g\ nation,  you  have  plainly  contradicled 
tae  juit  Mealure  of  the  Sanftuary,  and  in 
efieft  you  declare  that  Cbrijt  died  in  vain, 
and  gave  his  Life  out  of  an  Error  and 
MilUfce  of  the  Wonh  of  the  Soul  :  Ychj 
fay,  he  needed  not  have  giren  inch  a 
Priee  for  it,  feeing  every  Day  you  weigh 
it  down  with  evtry  Trifffe  of  moraen- 
tany  flerhty  Satis  fuel  ion. 

Lajlly*  the  Spirit  binds  this  fail  upon 
us ;  for  theSuul  of  Man- he  hath  chofen 
fur  his  Habitation,  and  there  he  delights 
to  dwell,  in  the  Heart  of  the  contrite  and 
humbte  ;  and  this  be  intends  to  beautify 
and  f^rnifa,  and  to  reflore  it  to  that  pri- 
mitive Excellency  it  once  had*  The 
Spirit  of  Mjn  is  nearer  his  Nature,  and 
more  capable  of  being  conformed  unto  it ; 
and  therefore  his  peculiar  and  fpecial 
Work  is  about  our  Spirits.  Firft,  to 
enlighten  and  convince  them  ;  then,  to 
reform  and  direct  them  and  lead  them  ; 
and  this  bind*  as  forcibly,  and  con/train- 
eth  a  Believer  certainly  to  refign  himfcif 
to  rhe  Spirit  \  to  ftudy  how  to  order  his 
Walk  after  that  Diretfion,  and  to  be 
more  and  more  abilrafted  from  'the  Sa* 
tisraAioii  of  his  Body ;  elfe  he  cannot 
cboofe  but  grieve  the  Spirit,  his  beft 
Friend,  which  a!one  is  the  Fountain  of 
Joy  and  Peace  to  him,  and  being  grieved, 
cannot  but  grieve  himfelf  nen. 

Now,  my  Beloved,  confider,  if  you 
owe  fo  much  to  the  Flem,  wherher  or 
not  it  be  fo  /readable  and'  profitable  unto 
you  ?  And  if  you  think  it  can  give  you  a 
fufrkiew  Reward  to  tomptfife  all  your 
Pains  in  Umtying  it,  go  on^  but,  1  be- 
lieve, you  can  reckon  no  good  Office 
that  ever  it  did  you,  and  your  Expectati- 
on islefs.  What  Fiuit  hive  you  of  all, 
but  Sban*e  and  f'exatton  of ConTcience  ? 
And  what  can  you  ex  peel  hut  Death, 
the  laft  Fruits  of  ic  ?  What  then  do  you 
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owe  unto  it  ?  Are  you  Debten  to  its 
JPIeafurt  and  Satisra&ion,  which  hath 
never  done  you  good,  and  will  do  you 
eternal  Hurt  ?  Con&der  whether  you  are 
So  much  bmmd  and  obliged  to  it,  85  to 
lofe  your  Souls  for  it  ?  One  of  them  muA 
be  ;  and  whether  or  not  joti  be  not  more 
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obliged  to  God  the  Father,  and  lui  £W 

Jffuf  Cbrift,  to  /he  after  the  Spirit ; 
though  for  (be  prefene  it  Ihoulci  be  pain* 
fu\  to  beat  down  your  Body,  You  are 
Debters indeed,  but  you  owe  nothing  to 
the  Fleftu  but  Stripes  and  MoniJka^on, 
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Verfe  13,  For  ifyeliw  after  the  J?leJb->  yejhall  die:  But, 
if  ye  through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  Deeds  of  the  £od}^ 
yejbattliw. 


T"  Hough  the  Lord,  out  of  his  abfolute 
■*    Sovereignty,  might  deal  with  Man 
in  fuch  a  Way,  as  nothing  fhould  appear 
but  bis  fupreme  Will  and    sitmigbty 
Power,  he  might  fimply  command  Obe- 
dience, and  without  any  more  Perfuafi- 
ons,  either  leave  Men  to  the  Froward- 
nefs  of  their  own  Natures,  or  elfe  power* 
fully  conftrain  them  to  thetr  Duty  ;  yet 
he  hathchofen  that  Way  that  is  moft  fuit- 
able  to  his  own  Wifdom,  and  moft  con- 
natural to  Man's  Nature,  to  lay   out  be- 
fore him  the  Advantages  and  Difadvanra- 
ges,  and  to  ufe  thefe  a&  Motives  and  Per- 
ftiafives  of  his  Spirit :  For  mice  he  hath 
by  his  firft  Creation,  implanted  in  Man  s 
Soul  fuch  a  Principle  as  movethufelfupon 
the  Presentation  of  Good  or  Evil ;  that 
this  might  not  be  in  vain,  he  adminifters 
all  the  Dilpenfations  or"  the  Law  and  Go- 
/pel  in  a  Way  fuitahle  to  that,  by  pro- 
pounding fuch  powerful  Motives,  as  may 
incline  andperfuade  the  Heart  of  Man, 
It  is  true,  there  ii  1  fecret  dtaimng, 


withal  necefiary  ;mey  pull  off  the  Father's 
Arm,  and   Power  of  the   Holy  Ghoft  ; 
yet  that  which  is  vifiblc  or  fenilble  to  the 
Soul,  ii  the  framing  of  all  Thijjgs  fof  as 
to  engage  it  upon  rational  Terms  1  It  is 
fet  between  two  Contraries,  Death  and 
Life*  Death  which  it  natuaally  abhor- 
reth,  and  Life  which  it  naturally  loreth  5 
An  even  Balance  is  holden  up  before  the 
Light  of  the  Conscience,  in  which  Obedi- 
ence and  Sin  are  weighed,  and  it  ts  found 
even  to  the  convincing  of  the  Spirit  of 
Man,  that  there  are  as  many  Difadvanta- 
ges  in  the  one,  as  Advantages  in  the 
other. 

This  was  the  Way  that  God  ufed  firfi 
with  Man  ta  Faradife,  you  remember  the 
Terms  run  fo,  what  Day  tbott  eats 
tb*u*jbatt  die :  He  hedged  him  in  on  the 
one  Side  by  a  Promife  of  Life,  on  the 
other  by  a  tfkreatnhig  of  Death :  And 
thefe  two  are  very  rational  Reftraims* 
fuited  to  the  Soul  of  Man,  and  in  the  in- 
ward Principles  of  it,  which  are  a  kiid 
Tl  a  «f 
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.  oi'lftftiiHtio  that  which  is  apprehended 
good  or  gainful. 

Now(  This   ve r.  runs  even  Co  in  the 
Form  of  Words,  if  n  live  after  the 
Flejh\e  thill  die.  You  fee  this  Method 
u  nouhanged  under  the  Gofpei ;   for  in- 
deed it  is  natural  to  the  Spirit   of  Man, 
and  he  hath  now  much  more  need  of  all 
ftiLh  Perflations,  becaufe  there  is  a  great 
Change  ofMans  Inclination  to  the  woril 
Side  ;  ail  within  is  fo   difordered  and 
pnmfc  that  a  thoufrnd  Hedges  of  per* 
fuafive  Grounds  cannot  do  tj*it  which  one 
roif;Kt  have  done   at  fir  ft  *   Then  they 
were  added    out  of  Superabundant** 
but  now  out  of  Necejftty  i  Then  tkey 
were  fet  about  Mm  to  prefer  ve  him  in 
hi*   natural  Frame  and  Inclinations,  but 
now  they  art  needrul  to  change  and  al»i 
them  quite,  which  is  a  kind  of  Creation ; 
therefore  faith  DaM,  create  in  me  a 
nm  Spirit  :  And  therefore  the  Gofpei 
abound*  in  Variety  of  Wouves  and  In- 
dueemtms.tn  greater  Variety  of  far  more 
powerful   Inducements  than  the  Law. 
Here  n  thar  great  PeifuaGon  taken  from 
the  infinite  Gain  or  Loft  of  the  Soul  of 
Man,  which  if  any  Thing  be  able  to  pre* 
?«!!•  ihie  Bwft  do/ feeing  it  is   feconded 
with  fomc  natural  inclination  in  the  Soul 
of  Man  to  ftek  its  owe  again.     Yet  there 
U  a  Difference  between   the  Nature  of 
fuch  like  Promtfes  and  Tbrcarnings,  in  the 
fir-ft 'Covenant  and  in  the  fecond  :  In  the 
firft  Covenanuhough  Ufe  was  freely  pro* 
mifed  v  yet  it  was  immediately  annexed  to 
perfect  Obedience,  as  a  confequent  Re- 
ward ofit,  it  was  firflly   promifed  unto 
compleat  Righteoufnefs  of  Mens  Per  Ions: 
But  in  the  fecond   Covenant,  firftly   and 
principally  Lite  eternal,  Grace  and  Glory 
is .prornifed  toJefusChrift  and  his  Seed, 
antecedent  to  any  Condition  or  QuaTjfica* 
new  upon  their  Fart:  And   then  again. 


SERMON  XXXiV.   - 


all  the  Promtfes  that  run  in  W  ay  of  Con* 
dttton,    as  he  that  beiieveth  Jbali-  not 
perijh,  &c.  If  ye  wall  after  the  Spirit 
yeJhaH  live  ;  rhefe  are  all  the  confequem 
Fruits' of  that  absolute  gracious  Difpofiti- 
on  and  Resignation  of  Grace  and  Life  to 
them  whom  Chriit  hath  chofrn  ;  and  Co 
their  be!irmng%  and  walking,  and  obey- 
ing* cometh  in  principally  as  Pans  of  the 
Grace  promifcd,    and  as  Wisnefles  an  J. 
Evidences   and   Confirmations    of   that 
Life  which   is  already  begun,  and  will 
not  fee  an  End-     Belize*  that,  by  Vertue 
of  tbeJe  abfolute  Promises  mzdt  to  the 
Seedof^Cbrtftt  and  Chrirt's  compleat 
f  ertormance  of  all  Conditions  in  their 
Name,  the  Promifesof  Life  are  made  to 
Faith  priftCipaHy,  which  hath  this  peculi- 
ar Vertue*    to  tarry   forth  the  Soul  to 
another's  Righteoufnefs  and  SurBcienc/; 
and  to  bottom  it  upon  another :  And  in 
the  neat  Place,  to  60/jr  Walking,  though 
miaed  with  many  Infirmities,  which  Pro- 
mife  in  the  firrt  Covenant  was  only   an- 
nexed to  perfect  andabfolute   Obedience. 
You  heard  in  the   preceeding  ver.  a 
ftrong  Inducement  taken  rlrom-tW  Bond, 
Debt  and  Duty  we  owe  to  the  Spirit,  to 
walk  after  itt  and  the  want  of  all  Obliga- 
tion to  the  Fleftk     Now,  if  Hooelty  and 
Duty  will  not  iurHce  to  periiiade  you,  as 
you  know  in  other  Things  it  would  do 
with  any  honeft  Man,  plain  Equity  is  a 
fufficiem  Bond  to  htm-;  yet  confide r  what 
theApoftle   fubjoins  from  the  Damage, 
and  from  the  Advantage  which  may  of  it 
feif  be  the  lopkks  of.  Perfuafion,   and 
fetes  to  drive  ui  the  Nail  of  Debt  and 
Duty  to  the  Head;  if  you  will  not  take 
with  thii  Debt  you  owe  to  the  Spirit,  but 
itill  conceive  there  is  fome  greater  Obli- 
gauoo  lying  on  youf  to  care  foryour  Bo- 
dies and  fatisiy  them  ;  then,  I  fay,  behold 
the  End  of  k,  what  Fruit  you  muft  one 
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Day  reap  of  the  Flefh  and  Service  of  Sin  : 
If  ye  live  after  the  Flejh  you  JbaH  die: 
But  then  consider  the  Fruit  jou  ihall  reap 
of  the  Spirit  and  holy  Walking,  you  jball 
live*  It  is  true,  the  Flejb  may  flitter 
you  more  for  the  prefent,  but  the  End  of 
it  willbe  bitter  as  Death,  ampiefiitur  ut 
ftraugufet.  the  Flejb  imbraces  y»u  tbat 
it  may  ftrangk  you  ;  and  SL  if  you -knew 
all  welt,  you  would  nor  think  you  owed 
iiany  Thins  but  Enmity  and  Hatred 
and  Mortification,  If  your  Duty  will 
not  move  you  Jet  the  Love  ofyourfelves 
and  your  Souls  ^erfuade  you,  for  it  is  an 
irrepealable  Statute,  the  Wages  of  Sin 
is  Deato,  Every  way  you  choofe  to 
fulfil  the  Lufts  of  your  FJefli;  and  to  mate 
Frovifion  for  ir*  neg  letting  the  eternal 
Welfare  ofyour  Souls,  certainly  it  Shall 
prove  to  you  tht  Tree  of  the  Knowledge 
of  Good  and  Evil,  it  mail  be  a*  the  for- 
bidden Fruit 9  which  inflead  of  perform1 
ing  that  was  promifed,  will  bring  iorth 
Death,  (he  eternal  Separation  of  the 
Soul  from  God.  Adam's  Sin  was  a 
Breviary  or  Epitome  of  the  rnuttiplyed 
and  enlarged  Sins  of  Mankind  i  You  may 
fee  in  this  Tragedy  all  your  Fortunes (fo 
tofpeak)  you  may  behold  in  it  the  flat- 
tering Inlinuauons,  and  deceitful  Fromi* 
fes  of  Sin  and  Satan,  who  is  a  Liar  and 
Murderer  from  the  Beginning,  and 
murdered  Man  at  firit  by  lying  to  him  ; 
You  find  the  Hook  covered  over  with 
the  varniihed  Bait  of  an  imaginary  Life 
and  Happinefs  :  Satisfaction  promifed  to 
the  Eye,  to  theTafte,  and  tq  the  Mind  : 
And  upon  thefe  Imrcements,  Man  be- 
witched and  withdrawn  from  his  God,  ifi 
rer  thefe  rain  and  empy  Shadows  ;  which 
when  he  catched  hold  upon,  be  hrmfelf 
was  caught  and  laid  hold  upon  by  the 
Wrath  cf  God,  by  Death  and  all  the  Mi- 
ierics. before  it  or  after  i:,     Now,  heft 


is  the  Map  of  che  World  ;  for  all  tlm  u 
in  the  Wot  Id,  is  but  a  Urger  Volume  of 
that  fame  kin. 1,  the  Lufl  of  the  Fyet*. 
the  Luft  oftbe  rlejh,  and  the  Fride  of 
Life)  Albeit  they  hivt  been  known  and 
found  to  be  the  notableil  and  ^rofleft  De- 
ceivers ;  and  every  Mar,  after  he  haih 
fpent  hi*  Days  in  Purfuit  and  Labour  for 
them,  he  is  con  framed  to  acknowledge 
at  length,  though  too  lace,  thai  all  that  is 
in  the  World  is  but  an  Impofturc,  a  De* 
lujion,  a  Dream,  and  worfe  ;  yet  every 
Man  hearkens  after  thefe  fame  Flatteries 
and  Lies,  that  hath  cajl  dtrjunjb  many 
mounded,  and  made  fo  many  flrong 
ones  to  fall  by  them  i  Every  Man  trufis 
the  Word  and  his  own  Flefh,  as  if  ihey 
they  were  of  good  Report,  and  of  known 
Integrity  ;  and  this  is  Mens  Mifery,  that 
no  Man  will  learn  Wiflom  upon  others 
Espences,  upon  the,  woful  arid  tragical  Ex- 
ample of -fo  many  others,  but  go  on  as 
confidently  now,  after  the  Dilcovery  of 
thefe  Deceivers,  as  if  this  were  the  firfr. 
Time  they  had  made  fucrr  Fromifes,  and 
uftd  fuch  fair  Words  to  Men.  Have  they 
not  been  theie  fii  thoufand  Years  almoft 
deluding  the  World  ?  And  have  we  not 
as  many  Testimonies  of  their;  Falihood, 
as  there  hath  been  Perfbns  in  all  A^es  be- 
fore us  ?  After  Adam  haih  tafred  of  this 
Tree  of  Pleafure,  and  found  another 
FiMit  growing  on  if,  that  is,  Death, 
ihould  the  Poiterky  be  fo  mad,  as  to  be 
medling  (till  with  the  forbidden  Tree, 
and  therefore forbidden*  becaufe  deHrtie- 
live  to  our  felves. 

Know  then  and  confider,  Belored  in 
the  Lord,  i-iat  you  [hall  reap  nooihtr 
Thing  of  all  your  Labours  and  Endeavoon 
after  the  Flefh,  all  your  foiling  and  per- 
plexing Cares,  all  your  exceffive  Pains  in 
the  making  Provifion  for  your  Lulls,  and 
caring  for  the  Body  only,  you  rhali  reap. 

no 
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nootber  Harveft  of  all,  but  Death  and 
Corruption*    Death*  you  think,  that  is 
a  common  Lot,  and  you  cannot  efchew 
it  however  ;  nay,   but  the  Death  here 
meant  w  of  another  Sort,  in  refpect  of 
which,  you  may  call  Deaibt  Life:  It  is 
itjc   everbfting  Definition  of  [he  Soul 
from  the  Frefence  ©fGod,  and  the  Glory 
of  his  Power  :  It  \*  the  falling  of  that  in- 
finite  Weight  of  the  Wrath  of  the  Lamb 
upon  you,  in  refpeel  of  which.  Moun- 
tains and  Hills  wilt  be  thought  Light,  and 
Men  would  rather  with  10   be  covered 
with  them,  Rev,   vi.  16,  Suppofenow 
you  could  fwim  in  a  River  of  Delights 
and  Fleaiures ;  (which  yet  is  given  to 
none,  for  truly  upon  a  juri  Reckoning,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  Aniiety  and  Grief 
and  Bitternefs  that  is  intermingled  with  att 
earthly  Delight s/wallows  up  the  Sweemefi 
of  them)  yet  it  will  but  carry  you  down 
e 're  you  be  aware,  into  the  Sea  of  Death 
and  Deflru&ion,  as  the  Fifli  that  fwim 
and  fport  for  a  while  in  Jordan,  are  car- 
ried down  into  the  dead  Sea  of  Sodom, 
where  they  are  prefcmly  fufrbcated  and 
exringuilhed  ;  or  as  a  Malefactor  is   car- 
ried through  a  pleafam  Palace  to  the  0*1- 
lows  ;  foMen  walkthrough  the  Delights 
of  their  Flefti,  to  their  own  endiefs  Tor- 
ment and  DeiTraftion, 

Seeing  then,  my  Beloved,  that  your 
Sins  and  Lulls  which  you  are  inclined  and 
accuftomed  to,  will  certainly  kill  you,  if 
you  enter  tain  them  i  then  Nature  it  fetf 
'would teach  you  the  Law  of  Self -defence* 


to  kin  eer  you  be  killed,  to  kill  Sin  e'er 
it  kill  yoit*  to  mortify  the  Deeds   and 
Lufts  of  the  Body,  which  abound  among 
you,  or  they  will  certainly  mortify  you, 
that  is,  make  you  die.  Now,  if  Self  love 
could  teach  you  this,  which  the  Love  of 
God  cannot  perlbade  you  to ;  yet  it  is 
wet!,  for  being  once  led  unto  God,  and 
moved  to  change  your  Courfe,"  upon  the 
Fear  and   Appreiienfion  of  the  infinite 
Danger  that  will  enfue  :  Certainly  if  you  ' 
were  but  a    little  acquainted  with  the 
Sweetnefsof  this  life,  and  Goodnefs  or 
your  God,  you  would  find  the  Power  of 
the  ibrmer  Argument  a   debit ot  from 
Debt  and  Duty,  ujjon  your  Spirit :    Let 
this  once  lead  you  unto  God,  and  jou  wiM 
not  want  that  which  will  conftrain  you  to 
abide,  and  never  to  depart  from  him. 

If  you  mortify  the  Deeds  of  the  Body, 
you  jbaft  live  i  As  Sin  decays,  fo'u  in- 
creale  and  grow,  arSins  die,  your  SouJs 
live,  and  it  thall  be  a  Jure  Pledge  to  you 
of  that  eternal  Life  :  And  though  this  be 
painful  and  laborious/  yet  confijder,  that 
if  is  but  the  cutting  off  of  a  rotten  Mem- 
ber, that  would  corrupt  the  whole  Body, 
and  the  Want  of  it  will  never  maim  or 
mutilate  the  Body  ;  for  you  (hall  live 
perfectly  when  Sin  is  perfectly  expired  and 
our  of  Life ;  and  according  as  Sin  is  near* 
er  expiring,  and  nearer  the  Grave,  your 
Souls  are  nearer  that  endlefs  Life.  If 
this  do  not  move  us,  what  can  be  laid 
next  ?  What  Jhall  bf  do  more  to  his 
flneyard? 


SEE- 
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Verf.  13,  14*  For  if  ye  t we  after  the  Fitjh^je  Jhall  dh*i 
But  if  ye  through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  Deeds  of  the 
Body>ye  fhatt  I  we*  ^or  as  many  as  arc  led  l$i  the  Spirit 
of  God*  they  are  the  Sons  of  God. 


T^HB  Life  and  Being' of  many  Things 
*  coniifts  ivt  Union;  fepame  them, 
and  they  remain  not  the  lame,  or  they 
they  loofe  their  Venue  :  li  is  much  more 
thus  in  Cbriflianiiy,  the  Power  and  Life 
of  it  eonfifis  in  the  Union  of  thefe  Things 
lhat  God  hath  conjoined,  fo  that:  if  any 
Man  pretend  to  one  Thing  of  it,  and 
neglect  the  other,  he  bath  really  none  of 
ihem  :  And  to  hold  to  the  Subject  in 
Hand,  there  are  three  Things,  which 
joined  together  in  the  H-arts  ofChrifti- 
ans/have  a  great  deal  of  Force  :  The 
Duty  of  a  Cbriftian,  and  his  Reward, 
and  his  Dignity*  his  Work  and  Labour 
feems  hard  and-  unplea&nt,  when  con- 
lidered  alone  \  but  the  Reward  fweerens 
it,  when  it  is  jointly  believed:  His 
Duty  feems  100  high  (  and  his  Labour 
great,  yet  the  Confideration  ©f  the  real 
Dignity  he  is  advanced  unto,  and  Privi* 
lege  he  has  received,  will  raife  up  the 
Spirit  to  great  and  high  Attempts,  and  to 
fufhin  great  Labours:  Mortification  is 
the  IP *ork  and  Labour ;  Life,  eternal 
Life  is  the  Reward  ;  foif&wing  the  Spi 
rit  is  the  Chriftian  s  Duty,  but  to  be  the 
Sen  of  God,  mat  is  his  Dignity. 


Mortification  founds  very  harfhat  tirfh 
The  Hearts  of  Men  fay,  It  is  a  bard 
Saying,  who  can  Bear  it.  And  indeed  I 
cannot  deny  but  it  is  fo  to  our  corrupt 
Nature  ;  and  therefore  fo  holden  out  in. 
Scripture;  the  Words  chofen  to  prefs  it, 
exprefs  much  Pain  and  Pains,  much  Tor- 
ment and  Labour ;  It  is  not  fo  eafy  and 
trivial  a  Eufinefs  to  forfafce  Sin,  or  fub- 
due  it,  as  many  think,  who  only  think 
it  eaJy,  becaufe  they  have  never  tried  it. 
It  is  a  Circumculon  of  the  Fore-skin  of  the 
Heart,  and  you  know  how  it  di fabled  a 
whole  City,  Gen,  xxxitf,  and  how  it  en- 
raged the  Heart  of  a  tender  Mother, 
Exod*\v.  26.  It  is  the  Incifion  or  cut- 
ting  off  a  Member,  and  thefe  the  moft 
dear  and  precious,  be  it  the  right  Hand 
or  right  Foot,  which  is  a  living  Death,  as 
it  were,  even  to  kitJ  a  Man  while  he  is 
alive.  It  is  a  new  Birth,  and  the  Paint 
and  Throws  of  the  Btnh  are  known. 
Regeneration  certainly  hath  a  travelling 
Pain  within  it,  in  fo  much  that  Paul 
travelled  in  Pain  tilt  it  were  accompanied 
in  thefe,  Gat,  iv.  19.  Though  Men  con- 
ceive Sin  in  Pleafure,  yet  they  cannot  be 
rid  of  that  deadly  Burden  without  Throw  s 
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ind  Pains :  And  to  half  this  Work,  or  to 
be  remifs  or  negligent  in  it.  is  as  foolilh 
and  tin  wife,  as  for  a  Child  to  ft  ay  long  in 
the  Place  of  breaking  fortB,  as  the 
I/jrd  complains  of  Ephraim,  Hof.  itii. 
1 3,  He  if  an  unwi/c  Sont  for  he  jhould 
mtjtay  long  in  the  Place  of  breaking 
forth  of  Children*  It  is  one  of  the  grea* 
tell  Folios,  not  to  labour  by  all  Means 
to  b*  rid  of  the  Incumbrances  of  Sin. 
Much  Violence  offered  10  it,  and  a  total 
Refignation  of  our  felves  to  Cud,  may  be 
great  Pain,  but  it  is  ihort  Fain  i  then  the 
FJeafure  is  greater  and  continues  s  But 
now  Chriftians  lengthen  their  Pain,  and 
draw  out  their  Croft  and  Vexation  to  a 
great  Extent,  becaufe  they  deal  negligent- 
ly  in  the  Bufinefs,  tbey  fuffer  the  Canaan- 
ites  to  live,  and  thefe  ate  Thorns  and 
Briers  in  their  Sides  continually,  Then 
this  Bujinefs  is  called  Mor ti flection  t  as 
the  Woid  is  here,  and  GqL  iir.  5.  which 
imports  a  higher  Degree  of  Pain,  tor  the 
Agonies  of  Death  are  terrible ;  and  to 
hold  »  out  yet  more,  die  moil  painful 
and  lingering  kind  of  Death  is  chofen  to 
exprefs  it,  Crucifixion*  Gal.  v,  a^.Now 
indeed,  that  which  makes  the  forfaking  of 
Sin  fo  grievous  to  Fieui  and  Blood,  is, 
the  Engagements  of  the  Soul  to  it,  the 
Onenefs  thai  Js  between  it  and  our  Na- 
tures, as  they  are  now  fallen  ;  For  you 
know  Pain  atifeth  upon  the  D involution  or 
Divifion  of  any  Thing  that  is  continued  or 
united;  and  thete  Things  that  are  fo 
nearly  conjoined,  it  is  hard  to  Jeparate 
them  without  much  Violence.  And  truly 
is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  fuffers  Vio- 
lence, fo  we  muft  offer  Violence  to  our 
felves,  to  our  Lulls  and  Inclinations,  who 
are  almoft  our  feivei :  And  if  you  would 
be  truly  Chriftians,  this  muft  be  your 
Bufinefs  and  Imployment,  to  cut  off  thefe 
Things  that  aredeareft  unto  you,  to  cart 


out  the  very  Idols  your  Hearts  fncrifice 
unto:  And  if  there  be  any  Thing  more 
one  with  you  than  another,  to  endeavour 
to  break  the  Bond  with  that,  and  to  be  at 
the  furthest  Diftance  with  it  *  It  is  eafy 
ro  perfuadeMen  to  forfikfr  feme  Sins  and 
Courfes,  thauliey  are  not  much  inclined 
to,  and  find  not  much  Fleafure  or  Profit 
by  them  !  Vou  may  do  that  and  be  but 
dead  in  Sins ;  but  if  you  aim  at  true  Mor- 
tification indeed,  you  would  eonfider 
what  are  lha  chief  Idols  and  predominant 
Inclinations  of  your  Heart,  and  as  to  fet 
your  felf€mpanially  againft  all  known 
Sin,  fo  particularly  againft  the  mc  ft  be- 
loved Sin,  becYufe  it  interrupts  inoft  the 
Communion  of  God,  and  Separates  from 
your  Beloved,  and  the  dearer  it  be,  the 
more  dangerous  certainly  it  is, 

But  to  encourage  and  hearten  you"  to 
this,  I  would  have  you  look  back  to  that 
fbrmerVi&ory  that  Chrift  hath  gained  in 
our  Name,  and  look  about  you  ro  the 
Al^ftance  you  have  for  the  prefent,  the 
Spirit  to  help  you.  Truly,  my  Beloved, 
this  will  be  a  dead  Bufinefs,  if  you  be  not 
animated  and  quickned  by  thefe  Confide- 
rations,  that  Chrift  died  to  Sin,  and  liv- 
ed to  God,  and  that  in  this  he  was  a  pub- 
lic k  Ferfon  reprefenting  you,  that  fo  you 
may  conclude  with  Paul,  I  am  aructfi- 
ed  with  Chrift,  Gal,  ii.  so.  JPe  a  e  bu- 
ried with  bim  by  Baptifm  into  his  Death, 
Rom.  vi,  4.  Consider  that  myilicat  Uni- 
on with  Chrift  crucified  and  Life  (hall 
fpringout  of  his  Croft*  out  of  bis  Grave 
to  kill  Sin  in  you.  That  the  great  Bufinefs 
is  done  already,  and  Viclory  gained  in 
our  Head,  this  is  our  P7i^toryt  even 
Faith,  Believe,  and  then  you  have  over* 
come,  before  you  overcome;  and  this  . 
will  help  you  to  overcome  in  your  own 
Ferfons.  And  then  coniider  and  look 
round   about  to  the  ilrong   Helper  you 

kave, 


on  Romans  viii.  13,  14. 
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have,  the  Spirit,  if  you  through  the  Spi- 
rit mortify,  &c.  Stronger  is  he  that  is  in 
you,  than  he  that  is  in  the  World  ; 
though  he  does  not  vent  all  his  Power  to 
you  ;  yet  you  may  believe  that  there  is  a 
fecret  latent  Venue  in  the  Seed  of  Grace, 
that  it  cannot  be  wholly  overcome  or 
conquered,  and  there  is  one  engaged  in 
the  Warfare  with  us,  who  will  never 
leave  us  nor  forfake  us,  who  of  fet  Pur- 
pofe  withdraweth  his  Help  now  and  then, 
to  difcover  our  Weaknefs  to  us,  that  we 
may  cleave  the  falter  to  him,  who  never 
letteth  Sin  get  any  Power,  or  gather  any 
Strength,  but  out  of  Wiflorn  to  make  the 
final  Viftory  the  more  glorious ;  in  a 
Word,  he  leads  us  through  Weaknefles, 
Infirmities,  Paintings,  Wreftlings,  that 
his  Strength  may  be  perfected  in  Weak- 
nefs, that  when  we  are  weak,  then  ive 
may  be  ftrongefl  inhlm^  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  Our 
Duty  then  is  to  follow  this  Spirit  where- 
foever  he  leadeth  us  :  Chrift,  the  Captain 
our  Salvation,  when  he  went  to  Heaven, 
he  fent  the  Spirit  to  be  our  Guider,  to  lead 
us  thither  where  he  is;  and  therefore  we 
ftiould  refign,  and  give  up  our  felves  to  his 
Guidance  and  Direction.  The  Nature 
of  a  Creature  is  Dependence;  fo  the 
very  Effence  of  a  Chriftian  confifts  in 
Dependence  and  Siibordxnatkra  to  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Nature  itfelf  would  teach 
them  that  want  Wifdom,  to  commit 
themfelves  to.thefe  that  have  it,  and  not  to 
carry  the  Reins  of  their  own  Life  them- 
felves. 

Truly,  not  only  the  Senfe  of  our  own  ■ 
Imperfection,  of  our  Folly  and  Ignorance 
in  tbefe  Things  that  belong  to  Life,  (hould 
make  us  willing  to  yield  our  felves  over 
to  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  blind  Men  to 
their  Leader,  as  Children  to  their  Nurfes, 
as  Orphans  to  their  Tutors ;  but  alfo,  be- 
caufe  the  Spirit  is  made  our  Tutor  and 


I  Leader  :  Chrift  our  Father  hath  left  ui 
■  to  the  Spirit  in  his  Latter-will ;  and  there* 
fore  as  we  have  abfolute  Necefllry,  fo  he 
he  hath  both  Willingnefs  and  Ability,  be- 
caufe  it  is  his  Office.  O  Lord,  I  know, 
faith  Jeremiah,  the  Way  oj  Man  is  not 
in  himfelf  it  is  not  in  him  that  walketb 
to  direft  bis  Steps,  Jer.  x.  23.  O!  it 
were  a  great  Point  of  Wifdom,  thus  to 
know  our  Ignorance  and  Folly,  and  this 
is  the  great  Qualification  of  Chrift's  Dif- 
ciples,  fimple  as  Children,*  as  little  Chil- 
dren, as  void  of  Conceit  of  their  own 
Wiflom,  Mark  x.  15.  And  this  alone 
capacitates  the  Soul  to  receive  the  Impref- 
(ions  of  Wifdom  ;  asan  empty  Tablets 
fitted  to*  write  upon,  fo  a  Soul  -emptied  of 
it  felf :  Whereas  Self-conceit  draweth  a 
Number  of  foolifh  fenflefs  Draughts  in 
the  Mind,  that  it  cannot  receive  the  true 
Image  of  Wifclom.  This  then,  when  a 
Soul  finds  that  it  hath  raided  it  felf,  being 
mifguided  by  the  Wild-fire  of  its  Luftc. 
and  hath  hardly  eicaped.  periling  and  tai- 
ling head  long  in  the  Pit,  this  dllpofes  the 
Soul  to  a  willing  Kefignation  of  it  felf, 
co  one  wifer  and  powerfuller,  the  Spirit 
oj  God ;  and  lb  he  giveth  the  Spirit  the 
String  of  his  AfTe&ions  and  Judgment  co 
lead  him  by,  and  he  walketh  willingly  in 
that  Way  to  eternal  Life,  fince  his  Heart 
was  enlarged  with  lb  much  Knowledge 
and  Love ;  and%  now  having  given  up 
your  (elves  thus,  you  would  carefully 
eye  your  Leader,  and  attend  all  his  Mo- 
tions, that  you  may  conform  your  felf  to 
them  :  Whensoever  the  Spirit  pullet hyoa 
by  the  Heart,  draweth  at  your  Conftt* 
ence,  to  drive  yo«  to  Prayer,  or  anjr 
fucb  Duty,  do  not  refift  that  Pull,  do 
not  quench  the  Spirit,  left  he  let  you  a* 
lone,  and  do  not  call  you,  nor  lpeak  to 
you.  If  you  fall  out  thus  with  your 
Leader,  then  you  muft  guide  ytur  felves  v 
U  u  and 
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and  truly  you  will  guide  it  into  the  Pit,  j 
if  left  to  your  felves ;  therefore  make  I 
much  of  all  the  Impulfes  of  your  Coafci- 1 
ence,  of  all  the  Touches  and  inward  Mo- 
not*  of  Light  and  Afieftion,  to  entertain 
thefe,  and  draw  them  forth  in  Meditati- 
on and  Aftion,  for  thefe  are  nothing  elfe, 
but  the  Spirit  your  Leader  plucking  at  you 
to  follow  him,  andifyoufitwhenberifeth 
10  walk,  if  you  neglect  fuch  Warnings, 
then  you  may  griere  him,  and  this  can- 
not but  in  the  end  be  Bitternefi  to  you. 
Certainly , many  Chriftian^are  guilty  inthis, 
and  prejudge  themfelves  of  the  prefenc 
Comfort  and  Benefit  of  this  inward  anoint- 
ing, that  teachethall  Things,  andof  this 
Bofom-guide  that  leadeth  in  all  Truth ; 
becaufe  they  are  fo  heavy  and  lumpilh  to 
be  led  after  him:  They  drive  flowly, 
and  take  very  much  Preflure  and  Perfua* 
fion  to  any  Duty  ;  whereas  we  (hould  ao 
cuftom  our  felves  to  willing  and  ready 
Obedience  Upoa  the  leaft  Signification  of 
feis  Mind :  Yea,  and  which  is  worle,  we 
often  refift  the  Holy  GhoU  ;  he  draweth, 
jod  we  hold  beloved  Sins,  he  pulletb, 
and  we  pull  back  from  the  mod  fpiritual 
Duties  ;  there  is/b  much  Perverlhds  and 
Frowardnefi  yei  in  our  Natures,  that 
there  needs  the  almighty  Draught  of  his 
4rm>.  to  make  it  firaight,  as  there  is 
need,  ofcinfinite  Grace  to  pardon  it. 

Now,  my  Beloved,  if  you  have  in 
your  Defires  and  Affections  refigned 
your  felves  over  to  the  Guidance  of  this 
spirit,  and.  this  be  your  real  andfincere 
Endeavour  to  follow  it,  and  in  far  as  you 
#$:  carried  back,  or  contrary,  by  Temp- 
tation and  Corruption,  or  reused  in 


your  Motion,  it  is  your  Lamentation  be* 
fore  the  Lord  ;  I  fcy  unto  you,  chear  your 
Hearts,  and  lift  them  up  in  the  Belief  of 
this  Privilege  conferred  upon  j*.  you 
are  the  Sons  of  God:  For  be  girtthdus 
*U9or  and  Pedagogue  to  nond>ut  to  hit 
ow«  Children,  as  maty  as  are  ted  In 
the  Spirit  of  God,  are  the  Sons  of  God 
Suppofe  you  cannot  enftlr  follow  hi* 
Motions,  but  are  often  driven  out,  or 
turned  back ;  yet  hath  not  the  Sprit  the 
Hold  of  your  Heart  ?  Are  you  not  de- 
tamedby  the  Cord  of  your  Judgment,  and 
me  Law  of  your  Mind?  And  is  ther* 
not  fome  Chain  fititened  about  you 
which  maketh  it  out-ftrip  the  Praftice* 
by  Defires  and  AflWtions  ?  You  are  the 
Sjms  of  God,  that  is  truly  .the  grtateft 
Dignity,  and  higheft  Privilege,  in  *e~ 
lpeft  of  which,  aH  Relations  may  bluih 
and  hide  their  Faces;  What  are  all  the 
fplemfid  and  gfiftering  Titles  arnoog  Men. 
tot  empty  Shows,  and  evani/hingSouncfc 
m  refpeft  of  this  :  Tb  be  ailed  the  Soq 
of  a  Qemleman.  of  a  Nobleman/  of 
a  King,  how  much  do  the  Sons  of  Men 
pride  themfcjves  in  it?  But  truly,  that 
pMtteth  no  intrinfick  Dignity  in  the  Per- 
fons  themfeives,  it  is  a  miferable  Poverty 
to  borrow  Praifefrom  another ;  and  truly 
he  that  boafts  of  his  Parentage,  alien* 
iaudat  nonfua,  be  praijetb  t bar  which 
is  another s  not  bis  own.  But  this  Dig- 
nity, it  is  truly  a  Dfgnity,.it  puts. intrinfick 
Worth  in  the  Per/on,  and  puts  a  more  ex- 
cellent  Spirit  in  them,  than  that  which  is  ia 
the  World,  as  is  (aid  of  Caleb :  And  be- 
fides  it  iathles  to  the  grcateft  Happineis 
imaginable. 
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Verfe  14,  1  j.  For  as  many  as  are  led  h  the  Spirit  of  God> 
-  they  are  the  Sons  of  God.    For  ye  have  not  received  tht 
Spirit  of  Bondage  again  to  fear,  &c. 


CHildren  do  commonly  rcfemMe  their 
Parents,  not  only4  in  the  outward 
Proportion  and  Feature  of  their  Counte- 
nances, but  alfo  in  the  Difpofition  and 
Temper  of  their  Spirits  ;  and  generally 
they  are  inclined  to  imitate  the  Cuftoms 
and  Carriage  of  their  Parents ;  fo  that  they 
Ibmetimes  may  be  accounted  the  very 
living  Images  of  fuch  Peribns,  and  in 
them  Men  are  tbpugkt  to  duMive  them- 
tires.  Now  indeed,  they  that  are  the 
Sons  of  God,  are  known  by  this  Cha- 
racter, that  tb'ey  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  :  And  there  is  the  more  Neceflity, 
and  the  more  Reafon  too,  of  this  Refem- 
blance  of  God,  and  Imitation  of  him  in 
his  Children  ;  becaule  that  very  divine 
Birth  that  they  have  from  Heaven,  con- 
fifts  in  the  Renovation  of  their  Natures, 
and  Aflimihmon  to  the  divine  Nature ; 
and  therefore  they  are  poflefled  with  an 
Inward  Principle,  that  carries  them  power- 
fully towards  a  Conformity  with  their 
heavenly  Father ;  and  it  becometh  their 
great  Study  and  Endeavour  fo  objerve 
all  the  Difpofitions  and  Carriage  of  their 
heavenly  Father,  which  are  fo  honour- 
able and  Ugh,  and  fuitable  to  himfelf,  that 
they  at  lea*  may  breathe  and  halt  after  the 


Imitation  of  him.  Therefore  our  Lord 
exhorts  us»  and  take*  a  domeftick  Exam- 
ple, and  familiar  Patera  to  perfuade  ut 
the  more  by,  Be  yeferfecJ  as  yow 
heavenly  Father  is  perfttt,  Mattb.  t. 
48.  And  there  is  one  Perfection  he  e> 
fpecially  recommends  for  our  Imitation, 
Mercifulnefs  and  Compaffion  towards 
Men,  -oppofed  to  the  Violence*  Fury, 
and  Implacabienefs,  to  the  OppreJJion 
and  Revenge,  uA  Hatred  that  abounds 
among  Men,  Luke  vi.  36.  And  ge- 
nerally, in  all  his  Ways  of  Hotinefs  and 
Purity,  of  Goodnefs  and  Mercy,  we 
ought  to  be  Followers  of  him,  as  dear 
Children,  who  are  not  only  obliged  by 
the  comtaon  Law  of  Sympathy  between 
forests  and  Children ;  but  moreover  en- 
gaged by  the  tender  Aficftion  that  he  car- 
ried* to  us,  Epb.  r.  1.  Now,  becaufe 
God  is  high  as  Heaven,  and  his  Way  and 
Thoughts  and  Difpofitions*  are  ininkejy 
.above  us,  the  Pattern  feems  to  be  fo  far  out 
of  Sight,  that  it  is  given  over  as  defperate 
by  many  to  attempt  any  Conformity  to 
it ;  tbereforeit  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  put 
his  own  Spirit  within  his  own  Children,  to 
be  a  Bofom-pattern  and  Example :  And 
'tis  our  Duty  to  refign  our  ftlres  to  his 
Uua  kid- 
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Leading  and  Direction:  The  Spirit  brings 
che  Copy  near  hand  us,  and  though  we 
cannot  attain,  jet  we  (bould  follow  after ; 
though  we  cannot  make  out  the  Ldlbn, 
yet  we  (bould  be  ftribling  at  it ;  and  thr 
more  we  exercife  our  ftlvei  this  Way, 
felting  the  Spirit's  Dire&ion  before  our 
Eyesf  the  more  perfeft  (hall  we  be. 

It  is  high  Time  indeed  to  pretend  to 
tMs,  to  be  a  San  or  a  Daughter,  of  God : 
'Tis  a  higher  Word  than  if  a  Man  could 
deduce  his  Genealogy  from  an  uninterrup- 
ted Line  of  a  thousand  Kings  and  Princes  ; 
ib  -re  is  more  Hono  ur,  true  Honour  in  it, 
and  more  Profit  too,  'tis  that  whicf  enri  hes 
tbepooreft,  and  ennobles  thebakft,  in- 
conceivably beyond  all  the  imaginary  De- 
grees of  Men.    Now,  my  BeloreoYthis 
if  the  great  Defign  of  the  Gojpel,  to  be-, 
flow  this  incomparable  Privilege  upo/j 
you,  to  become  the  Sons  of  God.    But  jt 
is  fad  to  think  how  many  Souls  scarce 
think  upon   it,  and  how  many  delude 
tbemielves  in  it :  But  confider,  that  as 
many  as  are  the  Sons  of  God,  are  led 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  have  gotten  a 
new  Leader  and  Guider>  other  than  their 
'  own  Fancy  or  Humour,  which  once  rhey 
followed  in  the  Ignorance  of  their  Hearts* 
It  is  lamentable  to  conceive-how  the  moll 
Pait  of  uf  are  a$ed,  and  driven,  and  car- 
ried head-long,  rather  than  gently  led,  by 
our  own  carnal  and  corrupt  inclinations ; 
Men  preiending  to  Chriftianity,  yet  hur- 
ried away  with  every  felf-pleafing  Objeft, 
as  if  they  were  not  Maters  of  themfelves 
furioufly  agitated  by  violent  Lufts,  mifcar- 
ried  continually  a  gain  ft  the  very  Dictates 
of  their  own    Reafon  and  Confidence. 
And  1  fear  there  is  too  much  of  thefe, 
even  in  thofe  who  have  more  Reafon  to 
illume  this  honourable  Title  of  Sortrfbip. 
I  know  not  how  we  are  exceedingly  ad- 
djfted  lo  fclfplcafing  in  every  Thing, 


whatfocver  cur  Fancy  or  Inclination  fugc 
gefts  to  us,  that  we  mud  do  toithou; 
more  Binds,  it  it  be  not  direftly  finful 
whatfoever  we  apprehend,  tharwemuft 
vent  and  fpeak  it  out,  tho'  to  little  or 
no  Edification  ;  like  tlut  of  Solomon,  ffi 
deny  our  Hearts  nothing  tbey  deftre,  ex- 
cepc  the  Groflheft  of' it  reftrain  us.  Now. 
certainly  if  we  knew  what  we  are  called 
to,  who  are  the  Sons  of  God,  we  could 
not  but  dilinfjage  more  with  our  Aires, 
even  in  lawful  Things,  and  give  over  the 
Conduit  of  our  Hearts  and  Ways  to  the 
Spirit  of  our  Father,  whom  we  may  be 
perfuaded  of,  that  he  will  lead  us  in  the 
Wtf$  of  Pleafantnefs  and  Peace. 

Now,    the  fpecial  and  peculiar   Ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit,  are  exprefled  in  the 
following    Words:    There    are    fome 
Workings  of  the  Spirit  of  God  that  are  but 
introductory  and  fubfervient  to  more  ex- 
cellent Works  ;  and  therefore  they  are 
transient,  not  appointed  to  continue  long, 
for  they  are  not  his  great  Intendment; 
of  this  kind  are  thefe  terrible   Reprefen- 
tations  of  Sin  and  Wrath,  of  the  fuftice 
of  God,  which  puts  the  Soul  in  a  Pear,  a 
trembling  Fear ;  and  while  fuch  a  Soul 
is  kept  within  the  Apprthenfion  of  Sin  and 
Judgment,  'tis  fhut  up,  as  it  were,  in  Bon- 
da^.     Now,  though  it  be  »rue,  that  in 
the  Converfion  of  a  Sinner,  there  is  al- 
ways foraething  of  this  in  more  orlefi  De-  . 
grees:  yet  becaufe  this  is  not  the  great 
Defign  of  the  Goipel,  tp  put  Men  in  Fear, 
but  Tather  to  give  them  Confidence ;  nor 
(he  great  Intendment  of  God  in  the  Dif- 
penfation  of  the  Law,  to  bring  a  $oul  in 
Bondage  under   Tdrror,  but  rather  by 
the  Gofpel  to  free  them   from  that  Bon* 
dage  $  therefore  he   hath  Reafon  to  ex- 
prels  it  thus,  ye  have  not  received  the- 
Spirit  of  Bondage  again  to.  fear,  &c. 
But  there  are  other  Operations  of  the 

Spirit,. 


on  Romans  viii.  14,  1?. 
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Spirit,  which  arc  chiefly  intended,  and 
principally  beftowed,  as  the  great  Gift  of 
our  Father,  to  exprefs  his  Bounty  and 
Goodnefs  towards  us  ;  and  from  theft 
he  is  called  the  Spirit  of  Adoption,  and 
the  Spirit  of  Inter eejion.  The  Spirit 
of  Adoption*  not  only  in  regard  of  that 
Witnefs-bearing  and  Teftification  to  our 
Confciences  of  God's  Love  and  Favour, 
and  our  Intereft  in  it,  as  in  the  next  Per. 
but  alfo  iii  regard  of  that  Child-like  Dif-. 
polition  of  Reverence  and  Love  and"  Re- 
fpeft  that  he  begets  in  our  Hearts  towards 
God,  as  our  Father:  And from  both thefe 
flows  this"  next  working,  frying,  Abba, 
lather,  aiding  and  aflifting  us  in  prefent- 
ing  our  Neceflities  to  our  Father,  making 
this  the  continued  Vent  of  the  Heart  in  all 
Extremities,  to  pour  out  all  that  burthens 
us  in  our  Father's  Bofom :  And  this  gives 
marvellous  Eafe  to  the  Heart,  and  releafes 
it  from  the  Bondage  of  Carefuinefs  and 
Anxiety,  which  it  may  be  fiibjeft  to,  after 
the  Soul  is  delivered  from  th*  Fear  and 
Bondage  of  Wrath.. 

Let  us  fpeak  then  to  thefe  in  order  : 
The  firft  working  of  the  Spirit  is,  to  put 
aMan  in  Fear  qfbimjeifmd  fuch  a  Fear 
as  mightily  Araitens  and  embondages  the 
Soul  of  Man  :  And  this,  though  in  it  felf 
it  be  neither  fo  pleafant  nor  excellent,  as 
to  make  it  come  under  the  Notion  of  any 
Gift  from  God,  it  having*  rather  the  N* 
ture  of  a  Torment  and  Punifomem,  and 
being  ibrrie  Sparkle  of  Hell  already  kind 
led  in  the  Confcience  ;  yet,  hath  made  it 
beautiful  and  fcafonable  in  its  Ufeand 
End,  becaufe  he  makes  it-  to  ufher  in  the 
pleafant  and  refrefoing  Sight  of  a  Saviour, 
and  the  Report  of  God  s  Love  to  the 
World  in  him.  It  is  true,. all  Men  are 
in  Bondage  to  Sin  and  Satan,  and  tout  up 
in  the  Darknefc  of  Ignorance  and  Unbelief, 
and  bound  in  the*  Fetters  of  their  own 


I^ifts,  which  are  as  the  Chains  that  are 
put  about  Malefaftors  before  they  go  to 
Friibn,  He  that  commits  Sin  is  a  Ser* 
vant  of  Sin,  Joh.  viii.  34,     And  to'be 
a  Servant  of  Sin,  is  Slavery  under  the  mod 
cruel  Tyrant :  All  thefe  Things  are,  ytt 
how  few  Souls  do  apprehend  it  ferioufly. 
or  aie   weary  of  their  Prifon?    How 
few  groan  to.  be  delivered?   Nay,  the 
moll  parr  account  ir  only   Liberty,  to 
bate   irue   Delivery,  as    Bondage.    Bur 
fome  there  are,  whofe  Eyes  the  Spirit  of 
God  opens,  and  lets  them  fee  their  Bon- 
dage and  Slavery,  and  how  they  are  con-" 
eluded  under  the  molt  heavy  and  weighty 
Senentce  that  ever  was  pronounced,*  tte 
Curfe  and  Wrath  of  the  ever  living  GocC 
that  there  is  no  Way  to  flie  from  ir,  or 
efcape  it,  for  any  Tiling  they  can  do  or  " 
know.     Now  indeed,  this  ferious  Dif 
covery  cannot  chbofe  but  make  the  Heart 
of  a  Man  to  tremble,  as   David,  my 
Heart  trembles  becaufe  of  tby  Judg- 
ments, and  I  am  afraid  of  thee,  Pial. 
cxix.  120.     Such  a  ferious.  Representati- 
on will  make  the  ftouteft  and  proudeft 
Heart  to  faH  down,  and  faint  for  Fear 
of  that  infifiite*  intcHerable  Weight-of  de- 
fended Wrath,  and  then  the  Soul  is  in  a 
fenfible  Bondage,  that  before   was  in  a, 
real,  but  infenfible  Bondage ;  then  nsin- 
vironed  about  with  bitter  Accufadonv 
with  dreadful  :Challenges,  then  the  Law 
of  God  arreftsand  confines  the- Soul  with- 
in the  Bounds-  of  its  own  accufing  Con- 
fcience ;  and  this  is  fome  previous  Repre- 
fenution  of  that   eternal  Imprilbnment 
and  Banilbment  from  the  Prefence  of  God. 
Albeit  many  of  you  are  free  from   this 
Fear,  and  enjoy  a  kind  of  Liberty  to- 
ferve  your  own   Lufts.  and  ire  not  fen- 
fible of  any  Thraldom  of  your  Spirits; 
yet  certainly  the  Lord  will  fometime  ar.  . 
reft  you,  and  bring  you  to  this  fpirituai , 
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Bondage,  whcn  •*  ftaI1  make  **  ^ni" 
quitics  of  your  Hefels  encompafi  you  a- 
fcqut,  and  the  Curies  of  his  Law  furround 
you:  When  your  Conscience  accufeth,  and 
God  cbndfcmneth,  it  may  be  too  late,  and 
out  of  Date. 

Alas  then  \  What  will  you  do,  who 
WW  put  your  Confdence  by,  and  will 
Hot  hearken  to  it,  or  be  put  in  Fear  by 
any  Thing  can  be  represented  to  you : 
We  do  not  defire  to  put  you  in  Fear, 
where  no  Fear  is ;  out  where  there  is 
infinite  Cauft  of  Fear,  and  when  it  is  pof- 
*  fible  that  Fear  may  introduce  Faitb,  and 
be  the  Forerunner  of  thefe  glad  Tidings 
chat  will  corapoft  the  Soul :  We  defire 
only  you  may  know  what  Bondage  you 
are  rfally  into,  whether .  it  be  oUerved 
or  not,  that  you  may  fear,  left  you  be 
enthralled  in  the  Chaips  of  everlafling 
Darknefi,  and  fo  may  be  perfuaded  to 
flee  from  it  before  it  be  irrcorerable. 
What  a  rain  and  empty  Sound  is  the 
Cofpel  of  Liberty  by  a  Redeemer,  to  the 
moft  Part  who  do  not  feel  their  Bondage  ? 
JPlo  believes  its  Report,  or  cares  much 
for  it  ?  .  Becaufe  it  is  Neceffity  that  cafts 
a  Beamy  aadLufireupoait,  or  takes  the 


Scales  off  our  Eyes,  and  opens  ourclofed 
Ears. 

Now  for  you,  who  either  are,  or  hare 
been  detained  in  this  Bondage,  under  the 
fearful  A^prebenfion  of  the  Wrath  of 
God,  and  the  fad  Remembrance  of  your 
Sins,  know  that  this  is  not  the  prime  in- 
tent, and  grand  Bufinefi  to  torment  you,  at 
it  were,  before  the  Time ;  there  is  fome 
other  more  beautiful  and  Satisfying  Struc- 
ture to  be  raifed  out  of  this  Foundation : 
I  would  hare  you  improve  it  thus,  to 
commend  the  Neceffiy,  the  absolute  Ne* 
ceffity  of  a  Redeemer,  and  to  make :  hini 
beautiful  in  your  Eyes.  Do  not  dwell 
upon  that,  as  if  it  were  the  ultimate  or 
laft  Work,  but  knaw  that  you  are  called  • 
in- this  rational  Way  to  come  out  of /our 
felyes  into  this  glorious  Liberty  of  the 
Sons  of  God,  purchafed  by  Chrift,  and 
revealed  in  the  Gofpel.  Know  jo«  have 
mi  received  the  Spirit  of  Bondage  only 
,to  Fear,  but  to  drive  you  to  Faith  in  a 
Saviour ;  and  then  you  ought  fo  to  walk, 
as  not  to  return  to  that  former  Thral- 
dom of  the  Fear  oftVratb,  but  believe 
his  Love. 
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Verfe  ia,  15*  For  as  mam  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  they  are  the  Sons  of  God.  lor  ye  have  not  receiv- 
ed the  Spirit  of  Bondage  again  to  fear  :  But  ye  have 
received  the  Spirit  of  Adoption,  whereby  we  cry%  Abba? 
Father. 


THE  Lifej>f  Cbriftiamty,  take  it  in 
-1-  it  felf,  if  is  the  moft  ^leafant  aod 
joyful  Life  that  can  be,  exempted  from 
thefe  Fears  and  Cares,  tbefe  Sorrows  and 
Anxieties,  that  all  other  Lives  are  iiibjeft 
unto  ;  for  this  of  Neceffity  muft  be  the 
Force  and  Efficacy  of  true  Religion,  if 
it  be  indeed  true  to  its  Name,  to  disbur- 
den and  eafe  the  Heart,  and  fill  it  withal] 
manner  of  Confolation.  Certainly  it  is 
the  mod  rLh  Subject,  and  moft  com* 
pleat  ly  fornifhed  with  all  Variety  of  De- 
lights to  entertain  \  Soul,  that  can  be  ima- 
gined :  Yet,  I  mud  coofefs,  while  we 
confultwith  the  Experience  and  France 
of  Chriftians,  this  bold  Aflertiou  feems 
to  be  much  weakned*  and  too  much. 
Ground  is  given  to  confirm  the  contrary 
Mifapprehenfions  of  the  World,,  who 
take  it  to  be  a  fallen,  melancholick,  and 
difconfolate  Life,  attended  with  many 
Fears  and  Sorrows.  It  is,  alas !  too  e. 
vident,  that  many  Chriftians  are  kept  in 
Bondage,  almoft  all  their  Life-time, 
through  Fear  of  eternal  Death,  how 
many  difmai  Reprefeoutions  of  Sin  and 


Wrath,  in  the  Souls  of  fom*  Chriftians^ 
which  keep  them  in  much  Thraldom  £ 
At  leaft,  who  is  it  that  is  not  once  and 
often  brought  in.  Bondage  after  Comrerfr 
on,  and  made  to  apprehend  fearfully  theif 
own  Eftate,  who  hath  fuch  conftant  uninter- 
rupted Peace  and  Joy  in  the  Holy  GhoA; 
or  lyes  under  fuch  direft  Beams  of  divine 
Favour,  but  it  is  fometimes  ecclipfed,  and 
their  Souls  filled  with  the  Darknefa  of 
Horrour  and  Terrour  ? ,  And  truly  •  the 
mod  part  tafte  not  io  muchSweetneffc 
in  Religion,  as  makes  them  unccflant  and 
unwearied  in  the  Ways  of  Godlinefi : 
Yet  notwithftanding  of  all  this,  we  muft 
vindicate  Cbriftianity  it  felf,  and  not  im* 
pute  thefe  Things  unto  it,  which  are  the 
Infirmities  and  Faults  of  the  Followers  of 
it,  who  do  not  improve  it  unto  fuch  an 
Ufe,  or  ufe  it  fo  far  as  in  it  felf  it  h  cap* 
able.  Indeed,  it  is  true  that  often  we 
are  brought  to  fear  again,  yet  withall  it 
is  certain,  that  our  Allowance  is  larger, 
and  that  we  have  received  the  Spirit, 
not  to  put  us  in  Bondage  again  to  fear* 
but  rather  to  feal  to  our  Hearts  that 
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Love  of  God,  which  may  not  only  ex- 
pel Fear,  but  bring  in  Joy.  I  with  thit 
this  were  deeply  confidered  by  alt  of  us, 
thai  there  4s  fuch  a  Life  as  this  attainable; 
that  the  Word  of  God  doth  not  deceive 
us  in  promifing  fair  Things,  which  it 
cannot  perform,  but  that  there  is  a  certain 
Reality  in  (he'  Life  of  Cbriflianity,  in  that 
Peace  and  Joy,  Tranquility  and  Serenity 
of  Mind  that  is  holden  out,  and  that 
fo&e.have  really  found  it,  and  da-find  it ; 
and  that  the  Reafon  why  as  all  of  us  do 
not  find  it  in  Experience,  is  not  becaufe 
it  is  not,  but  becaufe  we  have  fo  little 
Apprehenfion  of  it,  and  Diligence  after 
it.  It  is  ftrange,  that  all  Men  who  have 
purfued  Satisfaction  in  the  Things  of  this 
Life,  being  difappointed,  and  one  Gene* 
ration  witnefling  this  to  another,  and  one 
Feiibn  to  another,  that  notwithflanding. 
Men  are  this  Day  as  frefh  in  the  Purfuit 
of  that,  as  big  in  the  Expeftaiions  as  e- 
ver  :  And  yet  in  this  Bufinefs  of  Religion, 
and  the  Happinefs  to  be  found  in  it, 
though  the  Oracies  of  God  in  all  Ages 
have  teftified  from  Heaven  how  certain 
and  poflibleit  h,  though  many  have  found 
it  in  Experience,  and  left  on  Record  to 
others ;  yet  there  is  fo  flender  Belief  of 
die  Reality  and  Certainty  of  ir,  and  fo 
flack  Purfuit  of  it,  as  if  we  did  not  be- 
lieve it  at  all.  Truly,  ray  Beloved, 
there  is  a  great  Miftake  in  this,  and  'tis 
generally  too :  All' Men  apprehend  other 
*  Things  more  feafable  and  attainable  than 
I*rfonal  Holinefs  and  Happineft  in  it  ; 
-*01  truly,  I  conceive  there  is  nothing  in  j 
d*  World  fo  practicable  as  this,  nothing  » 
made  fo  eafie,  fo  certain  to  a  Soul  that  ■ 
**ally  minds  it. 

Let  us  take  it  fo  then,  the  Fault  is  not 
Religion's,  that  theft  who  profeis  it  are 
fjbjcft  to  fo  much  Fear  and  Care,  and 
difquietcd  with  fo  much  Sorrow ;  it  is 


rather  becaufe  Chriftianity  doth  not  fink 
into  the  Hearts  and  Souls   of  Men,  but 
only  puts  a  Tinfture  on  their  Out-fide,  or 
becaufe  the  Faith   of  divine  Truths  is  lb 
foperficial,  and  the  Confideration  of  them 
fo  flight,  that  they  cannot  have  much  Ef- 
ficacy and    Influence  on  the   Heart,  te 
quiet  and  compofe  it.    Is  it.*ny  Wonder 
that  fome  Souls  be  fbbjeft  'again  to  the 
Bondage  of  Fear    and  Terror,  when 
they  do  not  ftand  in  Aw  to  Sin?     Much 
Liberty  to  Sin,  will  certainly  embondage 
the  Spirit  of  a  Chriftian  to  fear.    Suppofe 
a  Believer  in  Jeiiis  Chrift  be  exempted 
from  the  Hazard  of  Condemnation  ;  yet 
he  is  the  greateft  Fool  in  the  World  that 
would  on  that  Account  venture  on  SttiC- 
faction  to  his  Lufts;  for   though  it  be 
true  that  he  be  not  in  Danger  of  eternal 
Wrath,  yeuhe  may   find  fo  much  pre* 
fent  Wrath  in  his  Copfcience,  as  may 
make  htm  think  it  was  a  foolifh  Bargain  ; 
he  may  lofe  fo  much  of  the  Sweetnefs  of 
the  Peace  and  Joy  of  God,  as  all  the  Plea- 
Hires  of  Sin  cannot  compenfe :   There- 
fore to  the  End  that  you  whole  Souls  are 
once  pacified  by  the  Blood  of  Chrift,  and 
compofed  by  his  Word  of  Promife,  may 
enjoy  that  conftant  Reft  and  Tranquillity. 
as  not  to  be  entnraled  again  to  your  old 
Fears  and  Terrors,  f  would  advifeand 
recommend  to  you  thcfe  two  Things ; 
one  i/,  that  ye  would  be  much  in  the 
Study  of  that  Allowance  which  the  Pro- 
miles  of  Chrift  afford  :    Be  much  in  the 
ferious    Apprehenfion   of    the  Gofpel, 
and  certainly   j  our  Doubts  and    Fears 
would  evahifti,    at    one  Puff  of  fuch  a 
rooted  and  eftablifhed  Meditation.  Think 
what  you  are  called  to,  not  to  fear  a- 
zain%  but  to    love  rather,    and  honour 
him  as  a  Father :  and  then  take  heed  to 
walk  fuitabiy,  andprefcrve  your  Seal  of  A- 
dopxion  unbtotted.  uurufted : ,  You  would 

ftudy 
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ftudy  fo  to  walk,  as  you  may  not  caft 
Dirt  upon  it,  or  open  any  Gap  in  the 
Confluence  for  (he  Re-entry  of  thefe  hel- 
liih-like  Fears,  and  dreadful  Apprehen- 
iioBs  of  God.  Certainly  'tis  impoflible 
to  preferve  the  Spirit  in  Freedom,  if  a 
Man  be  not  watchful  againft  Sin  and  Cor- 
#  ruption.  David  Frays,  Reeftablijb  me 
with  tby  free  Spirit ;  as  if  his  Spirit  had 
been  abated,  e mbondaged,  and  enthraled 
by  the  Power  of  that  Corruption.  U  you 
would  have  your  Spirits  kept  free  from 
the  Fear  of  Wrath»  ftudy  to  keep  them 
free  from  the  Power  of  Sin,  for  that  is 
but  a  Fruit  of  this ;  And  'tis  moftfuitable 
that  the  Soul  that  cares  not  to  be  in  Bon- 
dage to  finful  Lufts,  fhouki,  by  the  Righ- 
y  teoufnefs  of  God,  tempered  wiih  Love 
»•  and  Wifdom,  be  brought-under  the --Bon- 
dage he  would  not,  that  is,  of 'Fear  and 
Terrour ;  for  by  this  Means  the  Lord 
makes  him  know  how  evil  the  firft  is,  by 
the  Bitternefs  of  the  fecond. 

It  is  ufual  on  fuch  a  Scripture  as-  this, 
to  propound  many  Queftions,  and  debate 
many  practical  Cafes;  as,  whether  a  Soul;af- 
ter  believing,  can  be  under  legal  Bondage  ? 
And  wherein  thefe  differ,  the  Bondage 
of  a  Soul  after  believing,  and  in  its  firft 
Converfion  ?  And  how  far  that  Bon- 
dage of  Fear  is  preparatory  to  Faith? 
And  many  fuqh  like  ;  but  I  choofe  rather 
to  hold  forth  the  fimple  and  naked  Truth 
for  your  Edification,  than  put  yoy  upon, 
or  intertain  you  in  fuch  needlef*Janglings 
and  Contentions.  '  All  I  defire  to  fay  to  a 
Soul  in  Bondage,  is,  to  exhort  him  to 
come  to  the  Redeemer,  and  to  confides 
tt»at  his  Cafe  calls  andcriesfora  Delivery: 
Come,  I  fay,  and  he  (hall  find  Reft  -and 
Liberty  to  his  Soul.  All  I  woul*  fay  to 
Souls  delivered  from  this  Bondage;  is,  to 
requeft  and,befeech  them  to  Jive  in  a  holy 
Fe^r  of  Sin;  andjealoufyoverthemfelves, 
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that  fo  they  may  not  be  readily  brought 
under  the  Bondage  of  the  Fear  of  Wrath 
again.  Perfeft  Love  carts  out  the  Fear 
of  Hell,  but  perfect  Love  brings  in  the 
Fear  of  Sin  •  Ye  that  love  the  Lard 
bate  Iff  1  and  if  ye  hate  it,  ye  will  fear  it 
in. this  State  of  Infirmity  and  Weaknefs*, 
wherein  we  are.  And  if  at  any  Time  ye, 
through  -Negligence  and  .Careleflhefc  of 
walkining,  lofe  the  comfortable  Evidence 
of  the  Father's  Love,  and  be  reduced  a- 
gain  to  your  old  Prifon  of  legal  Terror, 
do  not  de/pair  for  that,  do  not  think  chit 
fuch  a  Thing  could  not  befall  a  Ghild  of 
God,  and  from 'that  Ground  do  not  raze 
former  Foundations  ;  for  the  Scripture 
fauh  not,. that  whofoever  believes  once  in 
Chrift,  and  receives  the -Spirit  of  Adopti- 
on, xannot  fear  again ;  for-  we  fee  <it 
otberwife  in  David,  _in  Hemant  in 
Job,,  tea*  all  holy  Saints ;  but  the  Scrip* 
ture  faith,  ye  bave-  not  received  tbe  Spi- 
rit*/Bondage  for  tbat  End  to  fear -a- 
gain;  It  is  not  the  Allowance  of  your  -Fa* 
ther  ;  your-Allowanceis.betterandlargen, 
if  you  knew  it,  and  did  not  fit  below  it. 
Now,  the  great  Gift,  and  large  Allow- 
ance of  our  Father,  is  exprefl'ed  in  the 
next  Words,  But  ye  bave  received  tbe 
Spirit  of  adoption,  &c.  Which  Spirit 
of  Adoption  is  a  Spirit  of  Inter cejfton, 
to  make  us  cry  to  God  as  our  Father: 
Thefe  are  two  fcifts,  Adoption  or  'the 
Privilege  of  Sons,  and  the  Spirit  of A* 
doption  revealing  the  Love  and  Mercy 
of  God  to  the  Heart,  and  flaming  it  to  a 
Soul-like  Difpofition  :  Compare  the  two 
Statestogether,and  ks  a  marvelogs  Chariot* 
KRebel  condemned,  and  then  pardon* 
edjnA  then  adopted  to  *e  a  Son  of  God : 
A  Sinner  under  Bondage,  a  bound  Slave 
to  Sin  and  Satan,-  not  only  freed  froai 
that  intolerable  Bondage,  but  advanced1 
to  this*  Liberty,  to  be  made  a  Son  ofGodi 
Xi  this.  . 
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this  will  be  the  continued  Wonder  of  E- 
,  ternity,  and  that  whereabout  the  Song  of 
Angels  and  Saints  will  be.  Accurfed  Re- 
bels, expecting  nothing  but  prefent  Death, 
Sinners  arraigned  and  fcntenced  before  his 
Tribunal,  and  already  tailing  Hell  in  their 
Confciepces,  and  ia  Fear  of  eternal  pe- 
riling, not  only  to  be  delivered  from  all 
that,  but  to  be  dignified  with  this  Privilege 
to  be  the  Sons  of  God :  To  be  taken 
from  the  Gibbet,  to  be  crowned,  that  is 
the  great  Myflery  of  Wifflom  and  Grace 
fevealed  in  the  Gofpel,  the  proclaiming 
whereof  will  be  the  joynt  Labour  of  all 
the  innumerable  Companies  above  for  all 
Eternity.  Now,  if  you  ask  how  this  Eftate 
b  attainable,  himfeif  tells  us,  John  i.  is. 
-rf/  maty  as  believed  or  received  bim, 
to  them  be  gave  the  Privilege  to  be  the 
Sons  of  Cod.  The  Way  is  made  plain 
aodeafy,  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  the  na- 
tural and  eternal  Son  of  God,  became  the 
Son  of  Man;  to  facilitate  this,  be  hath 
taken  on  the  Burden  of  Man's  Sin,  the 
Cbaftifement  of  our  Peace ;  and  fo  of  the 
glorious  Son  of  God  he  became  like  the 
wretched  and  accurfcd  Sons  of  Men ;  and 
therefore  God  hath  proclaimed  in  the  Gof- 
pel, not  only  an  Immunity  and  Freedom 
from  Wrath,  to  all  that  in  the  Senfe  of 


their  own  Mifery,  cordially  receive  him, 
as  he  is  offered ;  but  the  unspeakable  Ptj. 
vilege  of  Sonjbip  and  Adoption  for  hk  - 
Sake  who  became  our  elder  Brother* 
Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  Men  that  want  Children 
ufcofupply  their  Want  by  adopting  fane 
beloved  Friend  in  the  Place  of  a  Son ; 
and  this  is  a  kind  of  Supply  of  Nature  for  » 
the  Comfort  of  them  that  want:  But  it  is 
ftrange,  that  God  having  a  Son  fo  glori- 
ous, the  very  Charafter  of  his  Perfbn, 
and  Brightnefs  of  his  Glory,  in  whom  ho, 
delighted  from  Eternity  ;  ftrange,  t  fay. 
that  he  Ihould  in  a  manner  lofe  and  give 
away  his  only  begotten  Son,  chat  he  might 
by  his  Means  adopt  otbers/poor  deftfi- 
cable  Creatures,  yea  rebellious,  to  be  his 
Sons  and  Daughters !  Certainly,  this  is  aft  m 
Aft  infinitely  tranfeending  Nature,  iuch  4 
an  Aft  that  hath  an  unfearchable  Myftery 
in  it,  into  which  Angels  defire  to  look, 
and  never  ceale  looking,  because  they 
never  fee  the  Bottom  of  it.  It  was  not 
out  of  Indigency  be  did  it,  not  for  any 
need  he  had  of  us,  or  Comfort  expefted 
from  us,  but  absolutely  for  our  NVcefllty 
and  Confolation,  that  he  might  have  up- 
on whom  to  pour  the  Riches  of  his 
Grace. 
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Yerfe  15.  —  But  ye  haw  received  the  Spirit  of  Adoption, 
ohereby  est  cry,  Abba,  Father. 

p  £  HO  L  D  wbat  Manner  of  Love  I.  God,  v  John  Hi.,  i .    It  is  a  wonderful 
-M     the  Father  batb  jbewed  unto  us  ~     -*•-— 

tbaf  we  fiould  be:  called  the  Sons  oj 


tbe  Father  batbjbewed  unto  us,  J  Eipreffion  of  Love,  to  advance  his  own 

*f  ■>  Creatures,  not  only  infinitely  below  him- 


feif 
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felf,  but  far  below  other  Creatures,  to 
fuch  a  Dignity.  Lord  what  is  Man 
that  tbou  fo  magnifieft  him  /  but  it  fur- 
pafles  Wonder,  that  rebellious  Creatures, 
his  Enemies,  rtiould  have,  not  only  their 
Rebellions  freely  pardoned,  but  this  Pri- 
vilege of  Sonfbip  beftowed  upoa  them  ; 
that  he  foould  take  Enemies,  and  make 
Sons  of  them  ;  and  not  only  Sons*  but 
Heirs*  Co-heirs  with  bis  own  only  be- 
gotten Son.  And  then,  how  he  makes 
them  Sons,  is  as  wonderful  as  the  Thing 
it  felf,  that  he  fhouid  make  his  own  Son, 
our  Brother,  Bone  of  our  Bone,  and 
Flejb  of  our  Flejh  ;  and  make  him  fpring 
out  as  a  Branch  or  Rod  out  of  the  dry 
Stem  of  JeJJe,  who  himfelf  was  the 
Root  of  ail  Mankind.  This  is  the  Way, 
Godfent  bis  Sort,  made  of  a  Woman, 
under  the  Law^  that  we  might  receive 
the  adoption  of  Sons,  Gal.  iv.  5.  The 
Houfe  of  Heaven  marries  with  the  Earth, 
with  them  who  have  their  Foundation  in 
the  Duft  ;  the  chief  Heir  of  that  heaven- 
ly Family,  joineth  in  kindred  with  our 
bafe  and  obfcure  Family,  and  by  this 
means,  we  are  made  of  Kin  to  God.  But 
of  him  are  ye  in  Cbrift  Jejus,  I  Cor. 
t.  30.  It  behoved  Chrift,  in  a  manner, 
to  lofe  his  own  Sonjbip.  as  to  Men,  to 
have  it  fo  vailed  and  darkned  by  thefu- 
peradded  Intereft  in  us,  and  his  Nearuefs 
to  us  ;  he  wasfo  properly  a  Soft  of  Man, 
fubjcft  to  all  human  Infirmities, .  except 
Sin,  that  without  Eyes  of  Faith,  Men 
could  not  perceive  that  he  was  the  Son  oj 
God :  And  by  this  wonderful  Eicbange 
are  we  made  the  Sons  of  God :  Whoever, 
in  the  Apprehenfion  of  their  own  Enmi- 
ty and  Diftance  from  God,  receive  Chrift 
Jefus,  offered  as  the  Peace,  the  Bend  of 
Union  between  the  two  Families  of  Hea- 
ven and  Earth,ihat  were  at  an  infinite  Odds 
and  Diftance  •,  whoever  (I fay  )  belfcves 


thus  in  him,  and  flies  to  him,  deftring  to 
lay  down  the  Weapons  of  their  Warfare, 
their  Peace  is  not  only  maJe  by  that  Mar- 
riagewhich  Chrift  made  with  our  Nature, 
but  they  are  bleffed  with  this  Power  and 
Privilege,  to  be  the  Sons  and  Daughters 
of  the  Moft  High  :  And  from  thence  you 
may  conclude,  that  if  God  be  your  Fa- 
ther, you  can  want  nothing  that  is  good: 
But  the  Determination  of  what  is  good 
for  you,  whether  in  fpiritual  Enlargements, 
or  in  the  Things  of  this  Life,  you  muft  re- 
fer to  his  Wifdom:  For  his  Love  indeed 
is  ftrong  as  Death,  nothing  can  quench 
it,  in  the  Point  of  Reality  and  Constan- 
cy :  There  is  nothing  to  (hadow  it  out  a- 
mong  Men  ;  the  Love  of  Women  is  ear- 
neft  and  vehement,  but  that  is  nothing  to 
it,  Ifa.  xlix.  15.  For  they  may  forget^ 
hut  he  cannot.  Yet  his  Love  is  not  a 
foolifh  Dotage,  like  Man  that  h  often 
mifcarried  with  Fancy  knd  Lull,  but  it  is 
a  rational  and  wife  AfFe&ion,  admioiftred 
and  exprtffled  with  infinite  Reafon  and 
Wifdom :  And  therefore,  he  cboofes  ra- 
ther to  profit  us,  than  to  pleaie  us  in  his 
Dealings,  and  we  who .  are  not  fo  fir  to 
judge  and  difcern  our  own  Good,  fhouid 
commit  all  to  his  fatherly  and  wife  Provi- 
dence. Therefore,  if  you  be  tempted  to 
Anxiety  and  (Jarefulnefs  of  Mind,  ei- 
ther through  jthe  Earthlinefs  of  your  Dip 
pofitions,  or  the  prefent  Straits  -of  the  - 
Time*  you  who  have  refigned  your  felf 
to  Jefus.  Chrift,  would  call  to  Mind' that, 
your  heavenly  Father  careth  for  you; . 
And  what  need  you  care  too  ?  Why  nor,., 
ufe  your  lawful  Callings*. be  diligent  ip-< 
them  ;  this  is  not  to  prejudge  that,  but  if. 
you  believe  in  God,  jhen  you  are  oblige 
ed  by  that.  Profeffion  to  abate  from  the. 
fupe:fluoustormenrin^Th6ughtfulnefi,  that : 
is  good  for  nothing,  bqt  to  make  you. 
more  miferable  than  your  Troubles  can 
v  X  1  %i  mate.' 
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mike  you,  and  co  make  you  mi- 
ftrable  before  you  be  mileribfe,  co 
anticipate    your  Sorrows.    If  you   fay 

Cod  is  your  Father ',  you  are  tyed  to  de- 
rolve  your  felves  over  on  him,  And  trull 
in  bis  good  Will  and  Faithfulnefir.  and  to 
fit  down  quietly  as  Children  that  hare 
Parents  to  provide  for  them. 

Now,  tirc  other  Gift  is  great  too.  the 
Spirit,  if  Adaption,  and  because  ye  are 
Sons,  therefore  hath  he  given  you  the 
Spirit  of  his  Son  faith  this  Apoftle, 
Cat  iv.  6.  Aad  fo  it  is  a  Rind  of  Coo- 
feftary  of  the  great  Privilege  and  bJefled 
Eftaie  of  Adoption.  They  who  adopt 
Children,  ufe  to  give  them  forae  kind  of 
Token  to  exprefs  their  Love  to  them : 
But  as  the  Lord  is  higher  than  all,  and 
thif  Privilege  to  be  bis  Son  or  Child  is 
die  greateft  Dignity  imaginable,  fo  this 
Gift  of  his  Spirit  fuits  the  Greatnels  and 
Glory  and  Love  of  our  Father.  "It  is 
a  Father's  Gift  indeed,  a  Gift  fuitaMe  to 
our  heavenly  Father.  If  a  Father  that 
is  tender  of  the  Education  of  his  Child, 
and  would  defirfc  nothing  fo  much  as  that 
he  might  be  of  a  vertuous  and  gracious  Dif- 
gofition,  and  good  Ingine  ;  I  think  if  he 
were  to  exprefs  his  Love  in  one  Wi(h,  it 
would  be  this,  that  he  might  have  fucha 
Spirit  in  bim»  and  this  he  would  account 
better  than  all  that  he  could  leave  him  : 
But  if  it  were  oolfible  to  tranfinit  a  gra- 
cious, well-dilpofed  and  understanding 
Spirit  from  one  to  another,  and  if  Men 
could  leave  it,  as  they  do  their  Inheritance 
.  co  their  Children,  certainly  a  wife  and  re* 
Ugious  Parent  would  fir  it  make  over  a 
Dilbofuion  of  that  to  his  Children  ;  as 
EHJha  fought  a  double  Meafure  of  Eli- 
jab's  Spirit,  fo  a  Father  would  wiih  foch 
a  Meafure  to  his  Children,  and,  ifit  were 
poflible,  to  give  it :  But  that  may  not  be, 
||)  that  can  be  done  is  to  wiih  wtU  to 


them,  and  leave  them  a  good  Example 
for  knitaiioo:  But  in  this  our*  beared/ 
Father  tranCends  all,  that  be  can  impart 
his  own  Spirit  to  his  adopted  Children, 

.  and  this  Spirit  is  in  a  manner  the  very 
eflential  Principle  that  maketb  them  Chil- 
dren of  the  Father  ;  their  Natures,  their 

j  Difpofitioos  are  under  his  Power,  h-  can  as 
well  reform  diem,  as  youcanchange  your 
Children*  Cannaots  t  He  can  mai:  of 
us  what  he  will,  our  Hearts  are  in  his 
Hand,  as  the  Water,  capable  of  any  Im- 
preffion  he  plealeth  to  put  on  h :  And  this 
is  the  Impreflion  he  putteth  on  his  Chil- 
dren, he  putteth  his  Spirit  in  their  Hearts, 
and  writeth  his  Law  in  their  inward  Parts, 
a  more  divine  and  higher  Work,  than  all 
human  Perfwafion  can  reach.  This  Spi- 
rit  they  receive  as  an  Earned  of  the  Inheri- 
tance, and  withal,  to  make  them  fit  for 
the  Inheritance  of rhe  Salhts  in  Light. 

Now,  the  working  of  this  Spirit  of 
Adoption/ 1  conceive  to  be  threefold, 
befide  that  of  Intercejfton,  exprefled  in 
the  rerfe.  fbefirfl  tF6rk  of  the  Spirit 
of  Adoption,  that  wherein  a  Father's  AC 
feftion  feems  to  break  firft  from  under 
Ground,  is,  the  revealing  to  the  Heart, 
the  Love  and  Mercy  of  God  to  Sinners  ; 
I  do  not  lay,  to  foch  a'  Soul  in  particular, 
for  that  Application  is  neither  firft,  nor 
univetfal;  But  herein  the  Spirit  of  Adop- 
tion 6xfi  appears  from  under  the  Cloud  of 
Fear  ;  and  this  is  the  firft  Opening  of  the 
Prifon  of  Bondage,  whereia  a  Soul  was 
(hut,  when  the  plain  Way  of  Reconciliati* 
on  to  God  in  Chrift,  and  Delivery  from 
the  Bondage  of  Sin  and  Wfith,.  isholden 
out ;  when  fuch  a  Word  as  this  comes  in- 
to »the  Soul,  and  is  received  with  fome 
Gladneli,  Cod  fo  loved  the  World*  that 
be  gave  bis  Son,  &c.  ?%is  is  a  true  and 
faithful  faying,  &c.  Come  ye  that  labour 
and are  weary /uidlwll  give  reft  to  your 
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SouIj  :    When  a  Soul  is  made  to  hear 
the  glad  Tidings  of  Liberty  preached  to 
Captives,  of  Light  to  the  blind,  of  Joy  to 
the  heavy  in  Spirit,  of  Life  to  the  Dead; 
t bough  he  canaot  come  that  length  as  to 
fee  his  own  particular  Intereft,  yet  the 
very  receiving  affectionately  and   greedily 
fuch  a  general  ^Report  as^oodand  true, 
gives  fome  Eafe  and   Relaxation  to  the 
Heart.    To  fee  Delivery  poffible.  is  fome 
Door  of  Hope  to  a  delperate  Sinner  ;^  but 
to  fee  it,  and  efpy  more  than  a  FoJftb)lity9 
even  great  Probability,  though  he  cannot 
reach  a  Certainty,  that  will  be  as  the  break- 
ing open  of  a  Window  of  Light  in  a  dark 
Dungeon,  it  will  be  as  the  taking  off  of 
fome  of  the  hardeft  Fetters,  and  the  worft 
Chains,  which  makes  a  Man  almoft  to 
think   himfelf  at  Liberty.     Nbw  this  is 
the  great  Office  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Fa- 
ther, to  beget  in   us  good  Thoughts  of 
him,  to   incline  us  to  charitable  and  fa- 
vourable Conftruftions  of  Mm,  and  make 
*  us  ready  to  think  well  of  him,  tb  begat 
1  good  Underftanding  between  us  and 
him,  and  correct  our  jealous  Mifipprehen- 
fions  of  him  ;  for   certainly  we  are  na- 
turally fufpicious  of  God,  that  he  deals  not 
in  fad  earneft  with  us :  When  ever  we 
fee  the  Height  of  our  Provocation,    and 
Weight  of  deferved  Indignation,  we  think 
him  like  our  felves,  and  can  hardly  re- 
ceive without  Sufpicion,  the  Gofpel  that 
lays   open  his  Love   in  Chrift  to   the 
World. 

Now,  this  is  the  Spirit's  Work,  to  make 
usentertain  that  honowableThoughtbf  Godf 
that  he  is  moft  inclinable  to  pardon  Sin- 
ners ;  and  that  hisMercy  is  infinitely abore# 
Mans  Sin ;  and  that  It  is  no  Prejudice  to  his' 
Holinefs  or  Juftice ;  and  to  apprehend 
ferioufly  aconftant  Reality  and  folidTruth 
in  the  Promifes  of  Gofpel ;  andfo  to  con- 
vince a  Soul  of  Right coufnefs,  Job. 


,  xviii.     that  there  is  a  Way  ofjuftifying 
a  Sinner    and  ungodly  Perfon,    without 
i  Wrong'  to  God's  Righteoufnefs ;  and  this 
1  being  well  pondered  in  the  Heart,  and  re- 
ceived in  Love,  the  great  Bufinefs  is  done  ; 
after  that,  particular   application   is 
more  eafy,  of  which  I  lhall  not  fpeak  now; 
becaufe  Occafion  will  be  given  in  the  next 
Perfe%  about  the  Spirit* s  witnefftng  vnlb 
our  Spirit fy  which  is  another  of  the  Spi- 
rit's workings :  Only  I  (ay  this,  that  which 
makes  this  fo  difficult.is  a  Defeft  in  the  firft: 
But  the  common  Principles  of  the  Gofpel 
are  not  really,  and  fo  leriobfly  apfcrehen* 
ded9   becaufe  many  Souls  do  not  put  to 
their  Seal  to  witnefs  to  the  Promifes  and 
Truth  of  it ;  therefore  the  Lord  often  de- 
nies this  Seal  and  Witnefs  to  our  Comfort. 
It  is  certainly  a  preposterous  Way  Satan 
puts  Souls  upon,  firft,  to  get  fuch  a  Tefti- 
mony  from  the  Spirit  before  they  labour 
to  cet  fuch  a  Teftimony  to  Chrift,   and 
Ecxho'Or  Arifwer  hi  "their  Hearts  to  his 
Word :  this  Way  it  feems  Jborteft  \  for 
it  would  leap  into  the  greater  Liberty  at 
the  firft  Hand  ;but  certainly  'tis  fartbtjt 
about,  becaufe  'tis  impoflible  for  Souls  t# 
leap  immediately  out  of  Bondage  to  AP 
furance,  without  fome  middle  Step :  Thejr 
cannot  pafs  thus  from  Extremes  to  Ex.- 
tretrier,  without  going  through  the  mid- 
dle State  of  receiving  Chrift,  and  laying 
his  Word  up  in  the  Heart ;  and  therefore 
it  proves  the  Way  furtheft  about,  becaufe 
when  Souls  have  long    wearied   them* 
felves,  they  niuft  at  length   turn  in  hi- 
ther. 

But  there  is  -another  workinf  ef  the 
Spirit,  I  wtrti  you  were  acquainted  with. 
As  the  firft  Work  is  to  beget  a  (tritabie 
Apprehenfton  of  God's  Mind  and  Heart  to. 
wards  Sinners ;  fo  the  next  is,  to  beget  i 
firitable  Difpofirionin  our  Hearts  towards 
God  es  a  Father  :  The  Jhrft  apprehends 
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Ms  Love,  the  next  refleAi  it  back  again 
with  the  Heart  of  a  Sinner  to  him :  Hie 
Spirit  Jirft  bringf  die  Report  of  thehLove 
and  Grace  of  God  to  uav  and  then  he  car- 
ries the  Love  and  Refpeft  of  the  Heart  up. 
to  God. 

You  know  how  God  complains  in  Ma- 
Iscbi,  Jf  I  be  a  Father,  n&ere  ismy 
Sear  and  Honour?  For  thefcare'the 
only  fitting  Qualifications  of  Children,  fuch 
a  reverent,  relpcdive  Obferva&e  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  fuch  aflWtfonate  and 
.  humble  Carriage  towards  him,  asbecom- 
eth  both  his  Majefty  and  his  Love :  As 
thefe  are  tempered  one  with  another  in 


him,  his  Love  not  abafing  his  Majeftr 
and  his  Majefty.  not  diminifliinghis  Love  \ 
fo  we  ought  to  scarry,  as  Reverence  and 
Confidence,  Fear  and  Love,  may  be  con- 
tempered  one  with  another;  fo  as  we  may 
neither  forget  his  infinire  Qreatnefs,  nor 
doubt  of  his  uofpeakable  Love  :  And  this 
inward  DUpofitbn  ingraven  on  the  Heart, 
will  be  the  Principle  of  wiHing  and  ready 
Obedience,  it  will  in  feme  Meafure  be  our 
Meat  and  Drink  to  do  our  Father's f^ill ; 
for  Chrift  gave  us  an  Example  how  we 
ftaould  carry  towards  him  :  How  humble. 
and  obedient  was  he.  tho  bis  only  begot- 
ten Soil? 
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Vcrfe  15*. Whereby  we  ery,  Abba>  Father* 


A»S  there  is  a  Light  of  Grace  in  beftow 
&  ing  fuch  incomparably  high  Dignities 
and  excellent  Gifts  on  poor  Sinnersr  fuch 
as  to  make  them  the  Sons  of  God,  who 
were  the  Children  of  the'  Devil,  and 
Heirs  of  a  Kingdom,  who  were  Heirs,  of 
"Wrath;  fo  there  is  a  Depth  of  Wifiom 
in  the  Lord's  Allowance  and  Manner  of 
dUpenfing  his  Love  and  Grace  in  this  Life  ; 
for  though  the  Love  be  wonderful,  that  we 
fhould  be  called  the  Sons  of  God ;  yet  as 
that  ^ipoftle  fpeaks,  It  doth  not  yet  fo 
clearly  appear  nxbat  weJbaUbe,  by  what 
'*eart9  i  John  iik  i .  Our  preiem  Con* 
dhiou  is  fo  unlike  fuch  a  State  and  Dignity, 
and  our  Enjoyments  fo  unfuitable  to  our 
Rights  and  Privileges,  that  it  would  no* 
appear  by  the  mean,  low.  and  indigent 


|  State  we  are  now  into,  that  we  have  fo 
great  and  glorious  a  Father. .  How  many 
Infirmities  are  we  compafled  about  with  ? 
How  many  Wants  are  we  prefled  withal? 
Our  Neceffiries  are  infinite,  and  our  En- 
joyments no  ways  proportioned  to  our 
NecefEties:  Notwithftanding  even  in.  this, 
the  Love  and  Trijdm  of  out.  heavenly 
Father  (hews  it  felf,  and  oftentimes  more 
gloriouty  in  the  Theatre  of  Mens  Weak- 
nefib  Infirmities  and  Wants,  than  they  could 
appear  in  theabfolute  and  total  Exemption 
of  his  Children  from  Neceffiries;  Strength 
H?rfcfted  in  Weaknefs,  Grace  JufBcient  in 
InfirmitiA,  hath  fome  greater  Glory  than 
Strength  and  Grace  alone*  T,berefbre  he 
hatkehofen  this  Way  as  moft  fit  for  the 
advancing  his  Glory,  and  moft  fiutable 
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This  is  the  moil  natural  Breathing  of  a 
Child  of  (Sod  in  this  World,  it  is  the  raoft 
proper  ailing  of  his  new  Life,. and  the 
moft  fuitable  Expiration  of  that  Spirit  of 
Adoption    that   is    inipired  into     him, 
Since  there  is  fo  much  Life  as  to  know 
why  we  want,    and  our  Wants  are  in- 
finite ;  therefore  that  Life  cannot  but  beat 
this    Way,  in  holy  Defires  after  God, 
whofe  Ftillnefs  cairfupply  all  Wants  :  This 
is  the  Pulfe  of  a  Chriftian,  that  goeth  con- 
tinually, and  there  is  much  Advantage  to 
the  Continuity  and  Interruptednefs  of  the 
Motion,  from  the  Infinitenefs and  Inex- 
hauftednefs  of  our  Needs  in  this  Life,  and 
the  continual  Affaults  that  are  made  by  jN>- 
cejffity   and  temptation  on   the  Heart. 
But  ye  have  received  the  Spirit  of \A* 
doption,  whereby  we  cry,  &c.    He  puts 
in  his  own  Name  in  the  latter  Part,  though 
theirs  was  in  the  former  Part :  When  he 
fpeaks  of  a  Donation  or  Privilege,   he 
applies  to  the  meanefi%  to  (hew  that  the 
loweft  and  moft  defpifed  Creature  is  not 
in  any  Incapacity  to  receive  the  greateft 
Gifts  of  God ;  and  then,  when  he  menti- 
ons the  working  of  that  Spirit  in  way  of 
Interceffion,  becaufe  it  imports*  Neceffity 
and  Want,  he  cares  not  to  commit  forae 
Incongruity  in  the  Language,  by  changing 
the  Perfon,  that  he  may  teach  us,  that 
Weaknefs,  Infirmities,   and   Wants,   are 
common  to  the  beft  and  chiefeft  among 
Christians  ;  That  the  moft  eminent  have 
continual  Need  to.  cry,    and  the  lowed 
and  obfcureft    Believers  have  as    good 
Ground  to  believe  the  Hearing  and  Ac* 
ceptance  of  their  Cries  ;  that  the  higbeft 
are  not  above  the  weakeft  and  loweft 
Ordinance ;  and  that  the  loweft  are  not 
below    the  Comfort  of   Help  and  Ac- 
ceptation in  him.    Nay,  the  Growth  and 
Increafe  of  Grace,  is  £>  far  from  exemp- 
ting Men  from,  or  fetting  them  above 
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fof.our  Comfort  and  Edification,  to  give 
us  but  little  in  Hand,  and  environ  us  with 
a  Crowd  of  continued  Neceflities  and 
Wants  within  and  without,  that  we  maj 
learn  to  cry  to  him  as  our  Father,  and  leek 
our  Supplies  from  him ;  and  withal  he 
hath  not  been  lparing,  but  liberal  in  Pro- 
mifes  of  hearing  our  Cries,  and  fupplying 
our  Wants  ;  fo  that  this  Way  of  narrow 
and  hard  Difpenfation,  that  at  firft  feems 
contrary  to  the  Love  and  Bounty  and 
Riches  of  our  Father,  in  the  perfWt  View 
of  it,  appears  to  be  the  only  Way  to  per- 
petuate our  Communion  with  him,  and  of- 
ten to  renew  the  Senfe  of  his  Love  and 
Grace,  that  would  grow  flack  in  our 
Hearts,  if  our  Needs  did  not  every  Day  ftir 
upfrefti  Longings,  and  his  Returns  by  this 
Means  are  fo  much  the  more  refrelhiag. 
There  is  a  Time  of  Childrens  Minority, 
when  they  ftand  in  need  of  continual  Sup- 
plies from  their  Parents,  or  Tutors,  be- 
caufe they  are  not  entered  in  1'ofleffion  of 
their  Inheritance  ;  and  while  they  are  in 
this  State,  there  is  nothing  more  befeem- 
ing  them,  than  in  all  their  Wants  ro  ad- 
drefs  to  their  Father,  and  reprelent  them 
to  him  ;  and  it  is  fit  they  (hould  be  from 
Hand  to  Mouth,  as  you  fay,  that  they 
may  know  and  acknowledge  their  De- 
pendence on  their  Father.  Truly  this  is 
our  Minority,  our  Prefence  intbe  Body, 
which  becaufe  of  Sin  that  dwells  in  it,  and 
its  own  natural  Weaknefs  and  Incapacity, 
keeps  us  at  much  Diftanee  with  the  Lord, 
that  we  cannot  be  intimately  prefent  with 
him.  Now,  in  this  Condition,  the  moft 
comely  and  becoming  Exercife  of  Chil- 
dren, is,  to  cry  to  our  Father,  to  prefent 
all  our  Grievances  ;  and  thus  to  intertain 
fome  holy  Correfpondence  with  our  abfeut 
Father,  by  the  Meflenger  of  Prayer  and 
Supplication,which  cannot  rejura*mpty,if 
it  be  not  fent  away  too  full  of Selftonccit. 
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tKls  Dj^  of  conftam  Supplication,  thai 
by  th«.:cohtrary,_this  is  the  juft  Mieafure 
of  their  Growth  "and  Altitude  in  Grace  : 
As  the  JDegrees  of  the  Height  of  tfye  Water 
Nilus  in  its  overflowing,  are  a  fure  Sign 
of  Ae  Fenilkj*  or  Barrennefs  of  that  Year ; 
fpthe  Overflowings  of  the  Spirit  of  Prayer 
ill  one  gives  a  prefent  Account  how  the 
Heart  is,  whether  barren  and  unfruitful  in 
the  Knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or  fruit- 
ful and  lively  and  vigorous  in  it.  It.  is. 
certain  that  Contraries  do  difcpver  o«£  a- 
nother,  and  the  more  the  one  be  increaf 
cd,.  that  is*  not  only  the  more  incompa- 
tible and  incontinent  with  the  other,  but 
gives  the  rnaft  perfeft  decerning  of  it. 
When  Grace  is  but  as  Tw  light  in  the  Soul, 
and  as  the  Dawning  of  the  Dy  only.grofi 
Darknefsand  Uncle  juinefi  is  fecn ;  but  the 
more  it  grow  to  the  perfeft  Day,  the 
more,  Sin  is  Sin,  and,  the  more  its  hated 
Wants  are  difcovered  that  did  not  appear  ; 
aud  therefore  it  exercifeth  its  felf  the  more 
in  Oppofition  to  Sin,  and  Supplication  to 
God.  To  fpeak  the  Ttutb,  our  Growth 
here  is  but  an  Advancement  in  the  Know- 
ledge and  Senfe  of  oijr  Indigency :  *Tis  but 
a  further  Entry  into  the  idolatrous  Tern-, 
pie  of  the  Heart,  which  makes  a  Man.  fee 
daily  new  Abominations  wprfe  than  the 
former;  and  therefore  you  may  eaftly 
know  that  fuch  repeated  Sights  and  Dis- 
coveries, will  but  prefi  out  more  earneft 
and  frequent  Cries  from  the  Heart,  and 
fucb  a  Growth  in  Humility,  and  Faith  in 
Gods  Fulnefs,  will  be  but. as  Oil  to  feed 
the  Flame  of  Supplication..  FW  what 
is  Prayer  indeed,  but  the  Ardency  of  the 
Affeftioa  after  God,  flaming  up  jo  him  in 
Cries  and  Requeft?  ? 
.  To  fpea*  of  this  Exercife,  of  ;an  holy 
Heart,  it  wguld  require  more  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  it  than  we  have :  But  tfuly  this  is 
iojfc lamented,  that' though  there  be  no- 


thing %mpre  common  among  Chriftiattfin 
the  outward  Praftice  of  it  ;  yet  that  there 
is  nothing. more  extraordinary  and  rare, 
even  among  many  that   ufe  it,  than  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  inward  Nature  of  it. 
Truly,,  the  moft  ordinary  Things  in  Reli- 
gion, are  the  greatefr  Myfteries,  as  to  tte 
true  Life  of  them  :  We  are  Strangers  to  the 
Soul  and  Life  of  thefe  Things,  which  con- 
fiftsln  the  holy  Behaviour  and  Deportment 
of  our  Spirits,  before  the  Fathfer  of  Spit  its. 
v  Thefe  Wortjs    give,  fame  Ground. to 
fpeak  of  fime  jpecial  Qualifications  of 
Prayer,   and  the  chief  Principle  of  it. 
The    chief  Principle  and   Original  of 
Bayer,  is,  the  Spirit   of  adoption  re- 
ceiyed  into  the  Heart:  It  is  a  Bufmefs  of 
a  higher  .Ngture,  than  can  be  taught  by 
Precepts,  or  learned  by  Cuftom  and  Edu: 
Cation.  There  i\  a  general  Mrftake   a- 
inong  Men.  that  the  Gift  qF  Prayer  is  at* 
tained  by  Learning,  and  that  it  conGfts  in 
the  Freedom  and  Plenty  of  Expreflion. 
But  O  •  how  many  Doftors  and  Difyuters 
of  the  World,  that  can  defend  ail  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Faith  againft  the  Oppofer?  of  them  ; 
yet  how  unacquainted  are  they  with  this 
Exercife.  that  the  poor  and  unlearned,  and 
Nothings  in  the  World,   who  cannot  dif 
pute  fbrRefigion,  yet  they  fend  up  amore 
favory  and  acceptable  Sacrifice,  and  fweet 
Incenfe  to  God.  daily,  when  they  offtr  up 
their  Souls  ,Defir,es  in  Simplicity  and  Sin- 
cerity.   Certainly  this, is  a  fpiritual  Thing , 
derived  only  From  the  Fountain  of  Spirits. 
This  Grace  of  pouring  out  our  Souls  info 
him,  "and  keeping  Communication  .  with 
him,  the  Variety  of  Words,  and  Riches 
of  Expreffions,  it  is  but  the  Shell  of  irf 
the  external  Shadow ;  and  all  theLife  con- 
fifts  ii^.tbe  Frame  of  the  tfe  art  before 
Gfod:  And  this  none  can  put  rn   Frame, 
but  he  that  formed  the  Spirit  of  Man  witfv 
in  him;  Some  through  Cuftom  of  Hear- 
ing 
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ing  and  uiing  it,  attain  to  a  Habit  of  ex* 
preiTing  themfelves  readily  in  it,  it  may 
be  to  the  Satisfaction  of  others,  but  alas  ! 
(hey  may  be  Strangers  to  the  fir  A  Letters 
and  Elements  of  the  Lite  and  Spirit  of 
Frayer.  I  would  have  you  who  want 
both,  lookup  to  Heaven  for  it:  Man? 
of  you  cannot  be  induced  to  pray  in  your 
Family,  (  and  I  fear  little  or  none  in  Se- 
cret, which  is  indeed  a  more  ferious 
Work  )  becaule  you  have  not  been  uftd, 
or  not  learned,  or  futh  like.  AUa !  Be- 
loved, this  cometh  not  through  Education 
or  Learning,  it  cometh  from  the  Spirit  of 
Adoption :  And  if  ye  cannot  pray,  ye  fay 
ye  have  not  the  Spirit,  and  if  ye  have 
not  the  Spirit,  ye  are  not  the  Sons  of 
God.  Know  what  is  in  the  inevitable 
Sequel  of  your  own  Confeilions. 

But  I  hafte  to  the  Qualifications  of 
this  divine  Work,  Fervency,  Reverence, 
and  Confidence  ;  Fervency  in  cryint, 
Reverence  and  Confidence  in  crying. 
^ibbat  Father  ;  lor  thefe  two  fuit  well 
towards  our  Father  :  The  firft  I  fear. 
we  rauft  feek  it  elfewhere  than  in  Prayer, 
I  find  it  fpenc  on  other  Things  of  lefs 
Moment.  Truly  all  the  Spirit  and  Afc 
feftion  of  Men  ruts  in  another  Channel, 
in  the  way  of  Contention  and  Strife,  in 
the  Way  of  Paflion  and  mifcalled  Zeal, 
and  becaufe  thefe  Things  whereabout  we 
do  thus  earneftly  contend,  have  fome  In- 
tereft  or  Coherence  with  Religion,  we 
not  only  ezcufe  but  approve  our  Vche- 
raency.  But  O »  much  better  wliere  that 
imployed  in  Supplications  to  God,  that 
were  a  divine  Channel.  Again,  the  Mar- 
r#w  Qf  other  Mens  Spirits  is  exhausted  in 
the  Purfuit  of  Things  in  the  World,  the 
Edge  of  their  Defires  is  turned  that  Way, 
and  it  muft  needs  be  blunted  and  dulled 
in  fpiritual  Things,  that  it  cannot  pierce 
into  Harm,  «od  prevail  cfle&uaUy,    I 


am  fure,  many  of  us  ufetb  this  Ezcufe,  who 
are  fo  cold  in  it,  that  we  do  not  warm 
our  felves  ;   and  how  (hall  we  think  to 
prevail  with  God  ?  Our  Spirits  make  little 
Noife  when  we  cry  all  the  loudeft ;  we 
can.fcarce  hear  any  Whifper  in  our  Hearts, 
and  bow  (hall  he  hear  us?    Certainly • 
it  is  not  the  Extenfionof  the  Voice  plea* 
fcthhim,  it  is  the  Cry  of  the  Heart  that 
is  fweet  Harmony  in  his  Ears :  And  you 
may  eafily  perceive  that,  if  you  but  con- 
fider  that  he  is  ai:  infinite  Spirit,  that  pier*, 
ceth  into  all  the  Corners  of  our  Hearts, 
and  hath  all  the  Darknefs  of  it  as  Light 
before  him,    how  can    you    think  that 
fuch  a  Spirit  can  be  pleafed  with  Lip-cries  ? 
How  can  be  endure  fuch  Deceit  and  Fal- 
foood,  (  who  hath  fo  perfeft  a  Contrari- 
ety with  all  falfe  Appearances  )  that  yifar 
Heart  fhould  ty  fo  dead- and  flat  before 
him,  and  the  Affe&ion  of  it  turned  quite 
another  Way  ?  There  were  no  Sacrifices 
without  Fire  in  the  Old  Telia ment,  and 
that  Fire  was  kept  in  perpetually  ;  and  fo 
no  Prayer  now  without  fome  inward  Fire» 
conceived  in  the  Defires,  and  blazing  up 
aad  growing  into  a  Flame  in  the  predat- 
ing of  them  to  God.    • 

The  Incenfe  that  was  to  be  offered  on 
the  Altar  of  Perfume,  Exod.  xxx.  it  be- 
hoved to  be  beaten  and  prepared  ;  and 
truly  v  Prayer  would  do  well  to  be  made 
out  of  a  beaten  and  bruifed  Heart  and  con- 
trite Spirit,  a  Spirit  truly  (enfible  of  its 
own  Unworthinefs  and  Wants ;  and  that 
beating  and  pounding  of  the  Heart  will 
yield  a  good  fragrant  Smell,  as  fome  Spices 
do  not  till  beaten:  The  Iocenfe  was 
made  of  divers  Spices,  intimating  -to  us. 
that  true  Prayer  it  hot  one  Grace  alone, 
but  a  Compound  of  Graces.  It  is  the  joint 
Exercife  of  all  a  Chriftian's  Graces ;  fea. 
foped  with  all ;  every  one  of  them  give 
feme  particular  Fragrancy  to  it,  as  Hum* 
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fiff.  Faith.  Repentance,  Love,  Ice.  The 
afting  of  the  Heart  in  Supplication,  is  a 
KindofGompendand  Retilt  ofallthefe, 
as  one  Perfume  made  up  of  many  Staples. 
Bui  above  all,  as  the  Inceofe,  our  Prayers 
souft  be  kindled  by  Fire  on  the  AJiar, 
-  thttt  muft  be  fome  Heat  and  Fervour, 
feme  Warmneft  conceived  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  our  Hearts,  which  may  make  our 
Spices  fend  forth  a  pleafim  Smelt,  as 


many  Spites  do  not  till  they  g*(  He*. 
Let  us  lay  this  Engagement  on  our  Heart*, 
to  be  more  ferious  in  our  Addreifesto 
God  the  Father  pf  Spirits,  above  all.  to 
prefent  our  inward  Soul  before  him,  be- 
fore whom  it  is  naked  and  open,  though 
we  do  not  bring  it.  And  certainly  Fit- 
quency  in  Prayer  will  much  help  us  to 
Fervency,  and  to  keep  it  when  wc  bare  ». 


SERMON     XL. 

Vcrfe.  15.    —  Whextit)  m  arjfx  4bba%  Fat  tor* 


AL  L  that  know  any  Thiri|  Of  Religi- 
on, muft  needs  know  and  con- 
fefi  that  there  k  no  Exeicife  either  more 
fnitable  to  him  that  profefleth  it,  or  more, 
needful  for  him,  than  to  give  himftlf  to, 
the  Eaercife  of  Prayer :  But  that  which  is, 
confeffed  by  all,  and  as  to  the  outwardt 
Performance  gone  about  by  many,  I  fear 
it  is  yet  a  Myftery  feafedup  frofe  us,  a* 
to  the  true  and  living  Nature  of  it.  There 


.  tars  of  God :  His  Ear  is  fltarp,  and  the 
Voice  of  the  Soul's  Defms  is  thrill,  a*j 
though  it  were  out  of  th*  Depths,  they 
,  will  meet  together,  k  is  true,  the  Ve- 
hemency  of  Affir&ioo  will  femetimes 
i  caufe  the  Extenfion  of  the  Voice  ;  but 
yet  it  may-  cry  as  loud  to  Heaven  when 
it  is  kept  within.  1  do  not  prefi  foch 
extraordinary  Degrees  of  Fervour  as  may 
afitft  the  Body,   but  I  would  rather  wMh 


is  much  of  it  exprefled  here  in  few  we  accuftomed  ourfelves  to  afofcd  calm 
Words,  Whereby  ne  cry,  .tbba,  Fa-  Serioufiiefs  and  EarneAneft  of  Spirit. 
Tier.    The   divine    Conrtitutien     and  'which    might    be  more    conlhuit    fan 

8  notifications  of  this  divine  Work*  is.    fuch  Raptures  can  be,  that  we  might  al- 
[re  made  up  of  a  Temper  pf  Fervency  ^  i  ways  gather  our  Spirits  to  what  we  are 
Reverence,  and  Confidence.    The firft  f  about,  and  avocate  tbera   from  imperti- 


I  fpoke  of  before ;  but  I  (tar  our  Hearts 
were  not  weH  heated  then,  or  may  be 
'  cooled  fince.  It  is  .not  the  loud-Noifc  of 
Words  that  is  beft  heard  in. Heaven,  or 
that  is  conftru&ed  to  be  cryiijg  to  God  : 
No,  this  is  tranfafted  in  the  Heart  more 


'  nent  Wanderings,  and  fin  them  upon  the 
piefent  ObjeA  of  our  Wor(hip:  This 
is  to  worfhtp  him  in  Spirit,  who  is  a 
Spirit. 

The  <*be+  thins  that  compofea  the 
foeet  Tamper  of  Flayer*  is  Reverence -i 


fifcmky  to  Men,  butjt  ftrikctb  up  into  the  I  And  what  more  fcitabJ*? 


wither  you 

COfl- 
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eonftder  him  or  your  feltes  ?    If  I  be  i 
your  Father  where  is  my  Honour,  and  1 
if  I  be  your  Mafter  where  is  fny  Fear  *  \ 
Mil.  i.  6.    While  We  call  him  Father, 
or  Lord,  we  proclaim  this  much,  that 
we  ought  to  know  our  Diftahce  from 
him,  and   his  Superiority  to  us:  And  if 
WorAiip  in  Prayer  carry  not  this  Cha- 
racter,  and  exprefs  not  this  honourable 
and   glorious    Lord,    whom  we  ferve, 
it  wants  that  Congruity  and  Suitableness  to 
him  that  is  the  Beauty  of  it.    Is  there 
any  Thtog  more  uncomely,  than  for  Chil- 
dren to  behave  themfelves   irreverently 
and  irrefpeftively  towards  thfcit  Fathers, 
to  whom  they  owe  themfelvtes  ?    It  is  a 
monftrous  Thing  even  hi  Nature,  and  to 
Nature's  Light :  O  how  much  more  abo- 
minable muft  it  be,  to  draw  near  to  the  Fa- 
ther of  Spirits,  who  rhade  Us,  and  not  we 
our /elves,  in  wbofi  Hand  our  Eredtb 
is,  and  whofe  are  all  our  Ways  ;  in  a 
"W" ord,  to  whom  we  owe  not  only  this* 
Duft,  but  the  living  Spirit  that  animates 
it,  that  was  breathed  from  Heaven,  and' 
finally,  in  whom  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  Aeing,  and  well-being,  to 
Worftitp  fuch  an  one,  and  yet  to  behave 
ourfelves  fo  unfeemly  and  irreverently 
in  bis  Prefende,  our  Hearts  not  ftricken 
with  the  Apprehenfion  of  his  Glory,  but 
lying  flat  add  dead  before  him,  having 
.  fcarcely  him  in  our  Thoughts  whom  we 
(peak  to;  and  finally,  our  Deportments 
ih   his    Sight,   are  fuch,    as  could  not 
be  admitted    in  the  Prefence  of  any 
Ferfon  a  little  above  our  felves,  to  be 
about  to  (peak  to  them,  and  yet  to  turn 
afide  continually  to  every  one  that  Com- 
eth by,    and  entertain  Communication 
with  every  bafe  Creature  ;  this,  I  fay,  in 
die  Prefence  of  a  King,  or  Nobleman, 
would  be  accounted  fuch  an  abfurd  In 
civility,  at  could  be  committed ;  aid  yet 


we  behave  our  ftlves  juft  fo  with  the  Fa. 
ther  of  Spirits. 

O  the  Waridrings  of  the  Hearts  of 
Men  m  divine  Worfhip  !  while  we  art 
in  Communication  with  our  Father  and 
Lord  in  Prayer,  whofe  Heart  is  fixed  t<*  , 
a  conftant  Attendance  and  defence,  by 
the  Impreflioh  of  his  glorious  HolinefiJ 
whofe  Spirit  doth  not  continually  gadd  a- 
broad,  and  take  a  Wbrd  of  etery  Thing 
that  occurs,  and  (b  marrs  that  Soul  cor. 
refpondence?  O  that  this  Word,  £fat 
lixrtix.  7.  were  written  with'  great  Let- 
ters on  our  Hearts,  God  is  greatly  to  be 
feared  in  the  Afferhbly  df  the  Saitfis. 
and  to  Be  had  in  Reference  of  alt  them 
that  art  about  him :  Tfeit  one  \frord. 
God,  ljfcakerh  all.  Either  we  muft  con- 
vert him  into  an  Idol,  which  is  nothing  ; 
or  if  we  apprehend  him  t6  bfe  God,  wtf 
muft  apprehend  our  infinite  Dkftanee  from 
him,  and  Jus  itafpeakable,  inacceOibl{ 
Glory  above  us.  He  is*  greatly  feared 
and  reverericedin  the  Aflemblies  that  arV 
above,  in  the  Upper  Courts  of  Angels  ; 
thofe  glorious  Spirits  who  mull  Cover  theit 
Peet '  frorA  us,  becaufc  we  cannot  fee' 
their  Glory ;  they  muft  cover  rffeir  Face* 
from  him,  becaufe  they  caUmot  behold 
his  Glory,  Ifa.  vi.  What  a  giorioui 
Train  haih  he,  and  yet  how  reverend 
are  they  ?  They  Wait  round  about  thfe 
Throne,  above  and  about  it,  as  Courtiers 
upon  their  King/or  they  are  all  miniftring 
Spirits,  and  they  reft  not  Day  and  Nigfct 
to  adore  and  admire  that  holy1  One,  cry* 
infe.  Holy,  Hoiy\  Holy,  the  whole  Earth' 
is  full  of  bis  Glory.  Now,  how  mucW 
more  then  (hould  hef  be  greatly  feared  and1 
had  in  Reverence  in  the  Aflembly  of  his 
Saints',  of  poor  mortal  Men,  whofe  Four* 
,dation  is  in  the  Duft,  and  in  Clay ;  and 
befides  drink  in  IniquW  Bke  Water? 
'There  «  two  Fointsor  Difference  andf 
Y  j  s  Dif- 


*5» 


S  E  R  M  O  N    XL. 


Dittance  from  us  ;  he  is  nearer  Angels, 
for  Angels  are  pure  Spirits,  but  we 
Tiave  Fl?ih,  which  is  furtheft  removed 
from  his  Nature :  And  then  Angels  are 
Jtf/j  and  clean  ;  yet  that  is  butfpotted 
10  his  untpotted  Holinefs  ;  but  vie  are 
defiled  with  Sin,  which  putteth  us  fartheft 
off  from  him,  and  which  his  Holinefs 
hath  greateft  Antipathy  at.  Let  us  con- 
fider  this,  ray  Belo.ved,  that  wc  may  car- 
ry the  lmpreflion  of  the  glorious  Holi- 
ntfs  and  Majefty  of  God  on  our  Hearts, 
when  ever  we  appear  before  him,  that 
fo  we  may  ferte  and  rejoice  vntb 
fretnbling,  and  pray  with  Reverence 
and  godly  Fear:  If  we  apprehend  in- 
deed our  own  Quality  and  Condition,  how 
low,  how  bale  it  is,  how  we  cannot  en- 
dure the  very  clear  Afpeft  of  our  own 
Confwiences,  we  cannot,  look  on  our 
(elves  fiedfartly  without  Shame  and  Con- 
fufiop  of  Face,  at  the  deformed  Spectacle 
wc  behold,  much  left  would  we  endure 
to  have  our  Souls  opened  and  presented 
to  the  View  of  other  Men,  even  the  baf- 
eft  of  Men,  we  would  be  overwhelmed 
with  Shame  as  if  they  could  fee  into  our 
Fteans  ?  Now  then,  apprehend  feriouily 
what  he  is,  how  glorious  in  Holinefs  ? 
How  infinite  in  Wiidom,  how  the  Se- 
crets of  your  Souls  are  plain  and  open 
in  his  Sight?  And  I  am  perfwaded, 
you  will  be  compofed  to  a  reverend, 
humble  and  trembling  .Behaviour  in  his 
Sight.  " 

But  withal,  I  muft  add  this,  That  be* 
oaufe  he  is  your  Father,  you  may  inter - 
m'n^le  Confidence ;  nay,  you  are  com- 
manded fo  to  do,  and  this  honours  him 
as  much  as  Reverence ;  for  Confidence 
in  God,  as  our  Father,  is  the  befl  Ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Greatnefs  and 
Coodn;<s  of  God  ;  it  declared)  how  able 
lie ;  is  to  Ave  us,  and  how  willing,  and 


fo  ratifieth  all  the  Promifea  of  God  made 
to  us,  and  fetteth  to  a  Seal  to  his  Fath* 
fulnefs :  There  it  nothing  he  accounts 
himfelf  more  honoured  by,  than  a  Soufa 
full  refigning  it  felftohim,  and  relying 
upon  his  Power  and  Good-will  in  all  Ne- 
ceifities,  catting  its  Care  upon  him,  as  a 
loving  Father,  who  caretb  for  us.  And 
truly,  there  is  much  Beauty  and  Harmo- 
ny in  thejunfture  of  th  fc  two,  Rejoi- 
cing with  Trenbling,  Confidence  with 
Reverence,  to  ask,  nothing  doubting. 
and  yet  fenfiNe  of  our  infinite  Diftance 
from  him,  and  the  Difproportion  of  our 
Requerts  to  his  liighnefs.  A  child-like 
Difpolitioo  is  compofed  thus,  as  *\fa  \ht 
Temper  and  Carriage  of  a  Courtier  hath 
thefe  ingredients  in  it.  The  Love  of  his 
Father,  and  the  Favour  of  his  Prince, 
makcth  him  take  Liberty,  and  aflume 
Boldnefs  ;  and  withal  he  is  not  unmind- 
ful of  his  own  Diftance  from  .his  Father, 
or  Mailer,  Let  us  drew  near  with  full 
Affurance  of  Faith,  Heb.x.  ft2.  There 
is  much  in  the  Scripture,  both  exhorted, 
commanded,  and  commanded,  of  that 
*vppi0u,  thai  Liberty  and  Boldnefs  of 
pouring  out  our  Requefts  to  God,  as  one 
that  certainly  will  hear  us,  and  grant  that 
which  is  good.  Unbelief  fpoiletb  all,  it 
is  a  wretched  and  bafe-fpirited  Thing, 
tliat  can  conceive  no  hoiourable  Thoughts 
of  God,  but  only  like  it  feJf ;  but  Faith, 
which  is  the  well-pleafing  Ingredient  of 
Prayer:  The  lower  Thoughts  a  Man 
have  of  himfel£  it  maketh  him  conceive 
the  higher  and  more  honourable  of  God, 
Mj  Ways  are  not  as  your  Ways*  nor 
my  thoughts  as  your  Tloufbts,  but  as 
tar  above,  as  the  Heaven-above 
the  Earth,  Ha.  I  v.  8.  This  is  the  Rule 
of  a  believing  Soul  s  conceiving  of  God, 
and  expecting  from  him  :  And  when  a 
Sou!  is  thus  placed  on  God,  by  truftiog 
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and  believing  in  ham,  it  h  fiied,  A4fr  }  fcnows  is*good  for  us :  And  lb  in  thti&k 
/fear/  if  fixed*  trufiing  in  the  Lord,    we  Jhoufif  tf§/&/j*te/y  caft  our  felveswMi 


Fial.  cxxvii.  7*  O  how  wavering  and  in- 
cooftant  is  a  Soul,  till  it  fix  at  tBis  An* 
chor,  upon  the  Ground  of  his  immutable 
Promifes  ?  *T»  foiled  up  and  dawn  with 
'every  Wind,  'tis  double  minded :  Now 
one  Way,  then  another  \  now  in  one 
ftjind,  and  (hortly  changed :  And  indeed 
Ihe  Soul  is  lite  the  Sea,  capable  of  the 
leafl  or  greatcft  Commotion,  James  i. 
6,  7,  8.  1  know  not  any  Thing  that 
will  either  fit  your  Hearts  from  wander* 
ing  in  Prayer,  or  eftablim  your  Hearts 
from  Trouble  and  Difquiet  after  it,  no- 
thing that  will  fc  exoner  and  eafe  your 
Spirits  of  Care  as  this,  to  lay  bold  on 
God  as  AlMiifficient,  and  lay  that  Con- 
ftraint  on  your  Hearts,  to  wait  on  htm 
and  his  Pleafiire,  to  can  your  Souls  on 
his  Promifes,  that  are  Jo  full  and  fo  free, 
and  abide  there,  as  at  your  Aachor4*ofd, 
in  all  the  Vacifficudes  and  Changes  of  out* 
ward  or  inward  Things.  In  Spiritual 
things  that  concetn  your  Salvation,  that 
which  is  ablblutely  neccflary,  you  may 
take  the  Boldnefi  to  be  abiblute  in  if,  and 
as  Job,  Though  be  Jbou/djtaj  me,  yet 
vffl  I  truft  in  tbee  1  and  as  Jacob,  I 
will  not  let  tbee  go  tin  thou  biefs  me : 
But  either  in  outward  Things,  that 
have  fome  Ufefiilneft  In  them,  but  are  not 
always  fitted  for  our  cbiefert  Good; 
•r  in  the  Degrees  of  Jpiritual  Gifts, 
and  Meafures  of  Graces',  the  Lord  calls  us 
without  'Anxiety  to  pour  out  our  Heart- 
in  them  unto  him ;  but  withal  we  would 
da,  it  with  Submiffion  to  his  Fleafure,  be* 
caofr  he  knows  belt  what  is  bell  for  us. 
In  thef,  we  are  not  bound  to4>e  con- 
fident to  receive  .  the  Particular  we  ask, 
but  rather  our  Confidence  (hould  pitch 
upon  his  Good-mli  and  Favour 9  that  he 
will  certainly  deny  nothing  thai  himfcjf 


Carefulnefs  upon  his  loving  and  father^r 
frwidence,  and  refigjv  our  felves  ttf  him  . 
to  be  difpoied  of  in  them  as  he  fet%  ato*' 
venient,    There  is  fometimes  too  much 
Limitation  of  God,  and  Percmptoitodk" 
ufc j  with  him  in  fuch  Things,  in  which.. 
his  Wifdom   craves  a   Latitude  both  iff 
public*   and   private  Matters,  even  tt^ 
Mem  Affections  and  Imerefts  ureinpf  * 
ed  ;  but  ordinarily  'tis  attended  and  Mfc 
lowed  with  Shame  and  Diftppointmegt 
in  the   Eud  :  And  there  i%  on  the  other  .. 
Hand  intolerable  Remiflhefs  and  Stack- 
nefi  in  many,  izipreffing  even  the  weigh- 
tier Petitions  of  Salvation,  Mortifies* 
tion,  Sec.  which  certainly  arifeth  from  the 
Diffidence  and  Unbelief  of  the  H tin, and    s 
the   Want  of  that  rooted   PerArafiea,' 
both  of  the  incomparable  NeceJ&tjMui 
Worth  of  the  Things  ihemfelves,  and  of. 
his  Wiliingnefs  and  Engagement  tobefto#  - 
them,  ■ "  ' 

The  Word  is  doubled  here, '  Abko%  . 
Father,  the  Sfriack  and  Greek  Word 
fignifying  one  Thing,  exprefllng  the  ten*  , 
der  AffeAion  and  Lovi  of  God  towards 
them  that  come  to  him.     He  that  com*  % 
ctb  to  God  muft  believe  that  he  *7,  and    • 
that  he  is  a  Rewarderofthem  tbatfeek  . 
him  diligently  ;   (o  he  that  cometh  so 
God  muft  believe  that  be  hath  the  Bowels   •■' 
and  Companion  of  a  Father,  and  will  be  v 
more  eafily  inclined  with  our  importunate. 
Cries,  than  tfie  Fathers  df  our  Flefli ;  He 
may  fuffer  his  Children  to  cry  long,  bu^. 
it  is  not  bectufe  he  will  nor  hear,  bur 
becaufe  he  would  hear  them  longer,  and    '  ■ 
delights  to  hear  their  Cry  oftener.    If 
he  delay,  'tis  his  WiGJom  to  appreriate  and% 
endear  his  Mercies  to  us,  and  to  teach 
us  to  prefi  our  Petitions,  and  fue  fbi  an 
Anfwcr* 
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Befidea,  this  is  much  for  qpr  Com-' 
fixt,  chat  from  whomsoever,  and  what- 
foerer  Corner  in  the  World  Prayers  com* 
wto  him,  thqr  cannot  want  Acceptance : 
M  Languy*,  all  Countries,  all  places 
IK  fluidified  by  Jefiii  Cbrifi,  that  a**- 

Lord,  from  the  Ends  oftbc  Eprthnlball 
iefaved:  And  truly  b  is  a  fweet  Me* 
tfittOaa  te  ihink*  that  from  the  Ends  of 
to&rth,  tiKCrifisaCSbuld  are  heard; 
and  that  th*  find  i*  a  natr  ifcareo  a*. 
fe  Middle  *  aad  aWikknHfc  as  near' 


as  a  Paradife ;  that  though  we  underfboJ 
oot  one  another,  yet  we  hare  one  toting 
and  firing  Father,  that  underftands  all  our 
Meanings;  and  fo  the  different  Lan- 
guages and  Dialed*  of  the  Members  of 
this  Body  mate  no  Cbnfiifion  in  Heaven; 
but  meet  together  in  his  Heart  and  A£ 
fiction,  and  are  one  Perfume,  one  In- 
cenfi;  font  up  from  the  wtofc  Catholic* 
Church*  which  here  is  tittered  on  rte 
Earth.  O  that  the  &ord  would  peifwacfe 
us  to  ay  this  Way  »  our  leather  ip  it* 
our  Ntccffities  t 


Eel- 


Fellowfhip  with  GOD: 

OR, 

XXV1IL  SERMONS  ootho  i.Epiftleof  Johth 
Chap.  i.  and  ii. 

Wherein  the  true  Ground  cad  Fooodation  of  attaining 
the  fpritoal  Way  of  intertaiaing  Foflowfhip  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  and  the  btefled  Condition  of  fach  as 
attain  to  it,  are  moftfoecinfifr  tod  dilucidly  explained* 
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To  the  fincere  Seeker  after  Fellowfhip  with  GOD* 
and  fcrioufly  Heaven-ward-tending  Chriftian* 

Dear  and  well-beloved  Friend, 

AS  tbou  art  intby'felfa  rare  Jewel,  a  moft  precious  Stone,  one  of  a  thou* 
/and,  yea,  of  ten  tboujand,  being  compared  with  the  many  thoufands 
of  common  Stones,  I  mean,  external  Profeffbrs  in  the  vifible  Cburcb, 
who  reft  on  a  bare  Name,  and  of  whom  that  ir  verified  in  every  Nation,  wbicb 
our  Saviour  faith,  Mat.  xx.  16.  Many  are  called  but  few  cbofen  ;  and  of  many 
of  wbicb  that  is  alfo  too  true  in  every  Generation  (and  ob  /  tbat  it  were  not  too 
manifeft  in  this  alfo)  wbicb  Paul  obferved  in  bis  Time.  Phil.  iii.  18,  19.  For 
many  walJc,  of  whom  I  have  told  you  often,  and  now  tell  you,  even  weeping,  that 
they  are  the  Enemies  of  the  Crofs  of  Chrift.  "Whofe  End  is  Deftruction,  whofe 
god  is  their  Belly,  arid  whofe  Glory  is  in  their  Shame,  who  mind  earthly  Things. 
And  as  to  Chrift  thy  Lord,  moft  comely  as  a  Lilie  among  Thorns,  being  his  Love 
among  the  Daughters,  Cant.  ii.  a.  So  alfo,  tbou  inafpecial  Way  art  ihe  dear- 
ly  beloved  and  longed  for,  the  Joy  and  Crown,  of  every  fincere  Servant  of  Cbrift 
in  the  Gojpel,  Phil.  iv.  1 .  Tbou  art,  if  not  tbe  only,  yet  tbe  chief  Qbje€t  of  their 
Labours*  tbeir  Work  being  either  to  confirm  and  ftrengtben  tbee  in  tby  Way, 
that  thou  may  fo  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord,  or  remove  Impediments,  make  crooked 
T'bings  ftraigbt,  andfo  prepare  tbe  Way  of  the  Lord  before  thee,  or  to  guide 
tbee  by  tbe  Light  of  God's  Word  in  tbe  dark  Nigbt  of  Temptations  kind  Deferti- 
on:  Now,  as  we  are  confident  tbefe  Sermons  were  preached  at  fir  ft  by  tbat 
blejjed  ferious  Labourer  in  tbe  Work  of  tbe  Mhnftry,  Mr*  Hew  Binning,  with 
a  fpecial  Eye  to  tbe  Advancement  of  fincere  Seekers  after  Fellowjbipwitb  GodB 
and  ferioujly  Heayewward-tending  Cbriftians  amongft  bis  Hearers :  So  to 
whom  Jball  we  direft  this  p  oft  burnous,  and  alas,  unperfe&ed  Work,  but  to 
tbee  (O  Jerious  Chriftian)  who  makes  it  thy  Work  not  only  tofeek  after  the 
Knowledge  of  God  in  Cbrift,  in  a  meer  Speculative  Way,  that  thou  may  know* 
and  therein  reft,  as  if  tby  Work  were  done,  but  alfo  to  follow  after  tbe  Enjoy* 
ment  of  tbat  known  God9  andi>eHeved  on  Saviour,  and  all  tbe  promifed  Privi- 
leges of  Grace  in  this  Life,  and  of  eternal  Glory  in  tbe  Life  to  come ;  To  thee 
especially  belong  tbefe  precious  Souhravijbing  Truths  delivered  in  tbefe  Ser- 
mons. Two  Things,  we  know,  thou  baft  determined  tby  Soul  unto,  and  fixed 
thine  Eye  on,  as  tby  Aim  and  Mark  in  tby  Generation,  viz.  tbe  Light 
of  Knowledge,  and  tbe  Life  of  Practice :  As  to  Knowledge,  we  are 
confident  tbat  witb  tbe  Apoftle  Paul,  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  Thou  baft  determined  to 
know  nothing  but  Chrifl,  and  him  crucified;  and  as  to  PrafHee,  witb  tbe 
faid  Apoftle  tbou  prays,  That  thou  may  **  fincere  and  without  Offence  till  thee 
Day  of  Chrift,  being  filled  witb  the  fruits  of  Righteoulhefs,  wbicb  are  by  Jefts 
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Chrift  unto  the  Glory  of  God,  Pbil.  i.  10,  n.  And  thaf  thou  may  be  blamelefi 
and  harmlefc,  the  Son  of  God^  without  Rebuke  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  per- 
rerfe  Nation,  (hiring  as  aLighfin  the  World,  Pbil.  ti.  1 5.     Now  in  reading  tbefe 
Sermons  tbou  Jball  perceive,  tbat  to  belp  tbee  in  both  tbefe,  hath  beenibe  very  Scope 
and  Defign  of  this  ferious  Preacher.  Dejireft  tbou  to  knowjcfus  Chrift  the  Lord 
of  Life,  either  according  to  bis  eternal  Subfiftence  in  the  infinite  Underftanding  of 
the  Father,  as  God,  or  as  to  bis  appearance  in  the  Flejb,  as  Man,  or  Fttnejs  as 
Mediator,  to  reconcile  tbee  to  God  bis  Father,  both  in  reJpe&ofWillingnefs  and 
Ability  tofave?  9ien  here  tbou  Jball  behold  him  delineate  to  the  Life.   Would 
thou  be  clearly  informed  anent  the  only  true  andfure  Foundation  of  Fellowjbip 
with  God,  the  Way  of  entertaining  it,  the  Honour  or  Happinefs  of  it,  andfweet 
Fruits  of  it,  tbat  Fulnefs  of  Joy  tbat  accompanies  it *  Here  Jball  tbou  find  Jo  clear 
a  Light  as  Jball  rejoyce  thy  Soul.     Would  thou  be  fortified  againjt  the  Incur- 
fions  and  Recur/ions  of  Sin  and  Satan  ?  Then  come  to  this  Magazine,  and  be 
furnifhed  abundantly.    Defireft  tbou  to  have  thy  Soul  increafed  in  the  Love  of 
God,  and  to  Jee  mamfeff  Demondrations  of  his  Love  in  Chrift  to  tbee  ?  Ob  then 
turn  in  hither,  and  get  Satisfaction  to  thy  Sours  Dejtres.   if  tbou  defireft  witb 
David,  to  bate  Sin  with  a  perfect  Hatred',  here,  if  any  where,  tboujbalt  obtain 
thy  Defire.   Yet  let  none  think  that  we  limit  the  Benefit  and  Ufefulnefs  of  tbefe 
Sermons  to  ferious  Cbriftians  only,  and  fo  by  Confequence  exculde  all  others 
from  any  Hope  of  Soul-advantage  in  reading  them .  Nay,  we  declare  that  though 
it  be  undeniable  tbat  John  did  write  this  Eptflle  witbafpecial  Rejpedf  to  the 
Jpiritual  Advantage  of  ferious  Cbriftians,  and  tbat  this  holy  Preacher  affb,  bad 
this  fame  Dtfign,  yet  we  dare  be  bold  to  invite  all  of  what  Degree  Jbever,  to  the 
ferious  pending  of  them,  ajfuring  them  that  info  doing,  they  (hall  not  find  their 
Labour  in  vain  in  the  Lord ;  for  heft  arefucb  pregnant  Demonstrations  of  a  De» 
ity,  Infinite,  Eternal,   Omnipotent,  Imomprebenfiblc,  Governing  all  Things  by 
the  Word  of  bis  Power,  as  may  dajb  the  Boldnefs  of  the  moft  metapbyfical  noti- 
onal, or  propbanely  practical  Atheift,  and  with  Conviction  of  Spirit  make  him 
try  out,  as  Pfid.  taiii.  22.  So  foolifh  was  I  and  ignorant,  I  was  as  a  Bead  be- 
fore thee  /  Here  are  fucb  clear.  Difcoveries  of  the  Filenefs  of  Sin,  of  its  di- 
re€t  Oppofttion  to  a  holy  God,  and  bis  moft  holy  Will,  of  its  wofid  Soul  dam" 
mng  Effects,  as  may  convince  the  moftpropbane  and  ftout-bearted  Camalift,  and 
awake  him  out  of  bis  Souhdeftroying  Sleep  of Security  and  Prejumption:  Here 
are  Jo  glorious  Evidences  of  God's  free  and  inconceivable  Love  to  the  World,  in 
Chrift  Jefus  the  Son  of  his  Love,  as  are  able  to  inligbten  with  the  Light  of  Con- 
folation  tbefadliefl  dejetted  andcaften  down  Souljunder  the  Apprebenfton  of  the 
Curfe  and  Wrath  of  God  due  to  it  for  Sin,  and  raife  it  up  to  the  Hope  of  Mercy 
in  antkbrougbfo  clearly  a  revealed  Saviour :  In  a  JPord,  here  are  to  be  found 
Convi6tionsfor  Atbeifis,  piercittg  Rebukes  totbepropbane,  clear  Inftruftions  to 
the  Ignorant,  Milk  to  Bakes  in  Chrift,  ftrong  Meat  for  tbefirong*  Strength  to  the 
Weak,  Quickning  and  Reviving  for  fucb  as  faint  in  tbeWPay,  Reftorativesfor 
Jilfk  as  art  in  a  Decay,Reiiamations  andloudOyeJfes  after  Backfliders  to  recai 

them 
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them,  Breafts  of  Confolatiohs  for  Zion's  Mourners,  whether  under  tbefirfi  Con. 
viftions  of  the  Law,  and  Pangs  of  the  new  Birth,  or  under  the  Challenges  and 
Compunctions  of  Heart  for  Recidivations  and  Relapfes^after  Converfion,  even 
while  they  are  groaning  under  the  Power  and  Burden  of  the  Body  of  Death, 
Rom.  vii.  And  to  add  no  more,  here  aremoft  excellent  Counfels  and  Dire&i* 
ons  toferious  Seekers  of  FellowQrip  with  God,  to  guide  them  in  their  Way,  and 
help  then  forward  to  the  Attainment  of  that  Fulnefs  of  Joy  which  is  to  be  had  in 
Fellowship  with  the  Father  and  the  Son.  fha t  the  Lord  may  blefs  allfucb  to  whofe 
Hands  tbeje  Sermons  /ball  come$  with  Blejpngs  fuitable  to  their  Souls  Con- 
dition, efpecially  (  tbeferious  Ckriftian,)  for  whofe  Souls  furtherance  and  Ad- 
vancement thefe  Sermons  werejftrfi  pcnnd,  and  now  grimed,  is  the  mofi  & 
fe&ionate  Defire  of 


Tbjr  Servant  in  the  Gofpel  df 
our  deaieft  I/>rd  and  Saviour* 


A.    5. 
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Fellowshi  p   with  GOD. 


SERMON     I. 


John  i.  i.  That  which  was  from  the  Beginnings  which 
we  have  heard,  which  we  have  feen  with  our  Eyes*  which 
we  have  looked  upon,  and  our  Hands  have  handled  of 
the  Word  of  Life. 


\T  n  the  great  Qualifi- 
cation of  a  Dilciple, 
or  Hearer,  to  be  at- 
tentive, and  docile, 
to  be-  capable  of 
Teaching,  and'  to  ap- 
ply the  Mind  ferioufly* 
to  it :  It  is  much  to  get  the  Ear  of  a  Man  ; 
if  his  Ear  be  gotten,  his  Mind  is- *e  more 
eafily  gained  :  Therefore  thofe  who  pro- 
fefled  Eloquence,  and  ftudiod  to  per- 
fwade  Men  to  any  Thing,  ufed  in  ibr 
Entry,  to  fall  upon  fome  Thing  that  might 
ftir  up  the  Attention  of  their  Hearers,  or 
make  them  the  more  inclinable  to  receive 
Inftru&on,  or  catch  their  Favour  or  good 
Will,  which  is  .of  great  Momenwo  Per- 
foration :  For  it  is  fometimes  At  to  open 
the  Paflages  of  the  Heart  by  fuch  Means, 
that  there  may  be  the  more  eafy  Entry 
for  loftru&on  and.  Perfwaiioa.    Truly 


there  is  fbmething  of  this  Art  runs 
here  in  a  divine  Channel ;  as  indeed  all 
thefe  Rules  of  humane  Wifiiom  atfaia 
their  Perfection,  when  they  meet  with  a 
divine  Spirit,  that  elevates  them  to  a  more 
tranfcendant  Ufe.  Happy  was  that  E- 
loquccce  of  Paul's,  andfomething  like  the 
fwepJapMration  of  Angels,  by  which  they 
pfevailfwith  the  Spirits  of  Men:  M'-mh 


tbelefibeing  crafty 


{frith  he)  I  caught* 


you  with  Guile,  2  t  or.-  xii.  16.    Thole 


were  pi*  fraudef, 
catch  poor  Souls  owi 


whereby  he  ufed  to' 
of  the  Fit,  and  pluck 


them  our  of  the  Fird;  and  he  that  faid,  / 
will  make  you  Fijberf  0}  Men,  uught 
them  la  ufe  fomi  hely  Pwii>  to  prefent 
fome  Things  for  the  Allurement  of  Souls,  ■ 
and  fo  to  furround  and  indole  them  with* 
moft  weighty  and  convincing  Resibns. 
This  beloved  Apoftle,  who  leaned  upon 
Chrifi'i  Bofogi,  and  was  likely  to  learn. 

the 
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the  very  Secrets  of  ttijf  Art  rf fiftiing  Scwlf » 
you  fee  how  he  goethabout  the  Bufinefs  ; 
he  ufeth  an  holy  Art  in  this  Preface ;  be- 
ing about  to  give  a  Re-capitulation  of  the 
whole  Gofpel,  and  to  make  a  (hort  Sum- 
mary of  the  Doftrine  of  it,  for  the  more 
effectual  Eftablifliment  and  Confirmation 
of  Souls  already  converted,  and  for  the 
powerful  Perforation  of  others  to  imbrace 
it ;  he^ufeA  all  the  Skill  that  can  be  in  the 
Entry,  to  difpofe  Mens  Hearts  to  receive 
it ;  like  a  wife  Orator,  he  labours  to 
ante-Acm  atttntoi,  4ocilrr,  &  bene 


to  Air  up  their  Attention,  to  conci- 
liate their  Affection,  and  lb  to  make  them 
docila,  and  eafily  teachable :  He  ftirs  up 
Attentiou,  when  he  (hews  that  he  is  not 
to  fpeak  about  trifling  -light  Matters,  or 
low  Things,  or  Things  that  do  not  con- 
cern them ;  but  concerning  the  greater!, 
moft  concerning,  and  important  Things 
so  *ht«>  even  the  Word  of  Life,  in 
which,  all  their  Life  was  wrapt  up :  Which, 
though  it  was  ancient  in  it  felf,  yet  with- 
al! **was  a  new  Thing  to  the  World, 
andTo  for  all  refpefisdeferved  to  betaken 
ferious  Notice  of.  Then  he  conciliates 
their  Benevolence  and  Cotd  will,  by  (hew* 
ing  his  own  geod  AffeAion  towards 
them,  and  his  great  Defign  in  it,  that  it 
was  only  for  their  Good  and  Salvation, 
that  he  had  nothing  elfe  before  him,  but 
to  have  them  Partakers  with  hkafelf,  in 
thpl  fame  Happinefs :  He  hulfound  a 
Jewel,  and  he  hides  it  not,  Wproclaims 
it,  that  all  Men  may  hare  Fellow/hip 
with  him,  and  that  is,  with  Cod,  and 
that  cannot  but  bring  in  full  Joy  to  the 
Heart.  Now  «  Soul  being  made  thus 
attentive,  and  willing  to  hear,  it  is  the  beft 
Difpofition,  that  makes  thenrmoft  capable 
of  being  taught.  If  thofe*  two  Stayes 
were  come  over  ;  khe  carelefs  Regard 
d*t  is  in  Met*  Hfllrti  towards  the  Gof- 


pel, and  the  fufpicifus  Thoughts  and  Pre* 
judices  againft  trfe  Ambafladprs  of  it, 
then  what  would  hinder  to  believe  it? 
The  great  Miferie  i  of  Men  are,  Inco* 
fideration  and  Afij  apprebenfion  :  Either 
Men  are  fo  noifc  J  with  other  Things, 
continually  buzzink  in  their  Ears,  and 
their  Hearts  lb  poflfcft  with  the  Clamours 
of  their  Lulls,  and  tie  Cries  of  the  Things 
of  this  World,  that  they  have  no  Leifure 
fo  much  as  to  hearken  patiently   to  this 


blefled  Sound,  or  t< 
what  Weight  and 
and  fo  the  moft  Pari 
that  earneit  and  d< 
neceflarily  required 
ing  ;  or  elfe  there 
Mifconceptions  of  tl 
times  arife  to  that 
gainft  God,  and  Pn 
that  carry  this  Mei 
are  joined   together, 
Ears  of  Men  againft 
powerful  Inchantmei 
it  gains  not  much 


apprehend  feriouily 

oment   lyes  in  it ; 

of  Men  cannot  give 

m  p  Attendon  that  ig 

ror  this  divine  Teach- 

manyMiftakes  and 

Gofpel,  which  fome- 

.eight  of  realbning  a- 

"  es  againft  them 

iage,  which  ufuallj 

and  thefe  flop  the 

he  wifeft  and  moft 

of  Preachinfc  that 

O 

ten  tp  the  Gofpel. 


that  ye  would  once ' 
Hearken  and  incline  your  Ear  c  unto 
me,  is  the  Lord's  firft  great  Requeft: 
And  if  once  you  do  but  ferioufly  apply 
your  Minds  and  Hearts,  to  fee  what  U 
held  out  unto  you,  and  to  prove  what  Good 
is  in  it,  ttrtainly  thefe  fure  and  everlaO- 
ing  Mercies  will  ispdifuUr  and  fwceti^ 

( if  I  aaayfey  fu*)  to  your  eternal  Advan- 
tage. Wtfdom,  the  Father's  Wifdom. 
begs  but  an  equal  hearing  of  you  ;  let  her 
have  but  a  patient  Hearing,  and  afilent 
impartial  Judgment  of  the  Heart,  and  flu 
*wiB  wry  il   rtjE  ali  that  ifuit.  you  :  It  it 


lamentable  that  the  Voice  of  God  IhouU 
be  out-cried  by  Mens  continual  unio*. 
temipted  Flood  of  Bufinefs,  that  fills  the 
Heart  with  a  Continual  Koife,  aod  keeps 

Men 
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Men  in  fuch  a  conftant  Hurrry  and  Dif- 
temper,  that  they  can  give  Time  and 
Patience  to  nothing  elfe  ;  end  this  isev&h 
the  Advantage  the  World  aud  the  Lufts 
of  it  have  ;  for  if  they  come  once  under 
a  fober  and  ferious  Examination,  and  the 
other  Party,  that  is  Je fur  Cbrijt,  arid  the 
Word  of  Life*  might  have  the  Liberty 
to  be  heard  in  the  inward  retired  Thoughts 
of  the  Heart,  it  would  foon  be  found  how 
unequal  they  are,  and  that  all  their  Ef- 
ficacy conufts  in  our  Ignorance,  and  their 
Strength  in  our  Weaknefi;  certainly 
Chrift  would  carry  it,  to  the  Conviftion 
of  all  that  is  in  the  Soul.  I  befeech  you 
let  us  give  him  this  Attention. 

He  that  anfwers  a  Vale  befort  be 
bear  it,  'tis  a  Folly  and  Weaknefs  to  him : 
A  Folly  certainly  it  is  to  give  this  Gofpel 
a  Repulfe  before  ye  hear  it :  It  promifeth 
Life  and  Immortality,  which  nothing  elfe 
doth ;  and  you  entertain  other  Things 
upon  lower  Promifes  wA  Eipsftitions) 
even  after  frequent  Experiences  of  their 
Deceitfulnefs  :  What  a  Madnefs  then  is 
it  to  hear  this  Promife  of  Life  in  Chrift, 
fo  often  beaten  upon  you,  and  yet  never 
lb  much  as  to  put  him  to  the  Proof  of  it? 
And  to  put  him  off  continually  who  knocks 
at  your  Hearts,  before  you  will  confider 
attentively  who  it  is  that  thus  importunes 
you.  O,  my  Beloved,  that  you  would 
lnai  him  to  jd*wr,  let  him  fpeak  free- 
ly to  your  Hearts,  and  commune  with 
them  in  the  Night  on  your  Beds,  in  your 
greateft  Retirement  from  other  Things, 
that  you  may  not  be  difturbed  by  the 
Noife  of  your  Lufts  and  Bufinefs ;  and 
I  perfwade  my  felf,  you  who  have  now 
leaft  mind  of  this  Life,  and  Joy  in  God, 
(bould  find  it,  and  find  it  in  him :  But 
to  cut  off  all  Convictions,  andPerfwafions 
at  fir  ft,  and  to  fet  fuch  a  Guard  at  your 
Minds,  to  provide  that  nothing  of  that 


kind  come  in,  or  elfe  that  it  be  ctft  out  as 
an  Enemy,  this  is  unequal,  ignorant,  anjj 
unreafonable  Dealing,  which  you  atone 
will  repent  of;  it  may  be  too  late,  whep 
paft  Remedy. 

He  propounds  that  which  he  is  to  (peak 
in  the  fitteft  Way;  for  the  Commendation  . 
of  it  to  their  Heam :  And  Oh  !  How  vaft 
a  Difference  betwixt  this,  and  the  ordinary 
Subject  of  Mens  Difcourfes?  Our  Ears 
are  filled  continually  with  Reports :  And 
it  is  the  ufual  Way  of  Men  to  delight  to 
hear,  and  to  report  even  thofe  Things 
that  are  not  fo  delightful  in  themfelves; 
and  truly  there  are  not  many  Occurences 
*  in  the  World  (  fuppoie  you  had  a  Diurnal 
of  Affairs  of  all  Men  every  Week  )  that 
can  give  any  (olid  Refrefhment  to  the . 
Heart,  except  in  the  holy  Meditation  of 
the  Vanity,  Vexation,  and  Inconftancy 
that  God  hath  fubjefted  all  thofe  Things 
unto.  But  'tis  fad,  that  Chriftians,  who 
have  fo  noble  and  divine,  fo  pleafant  and 
profitable  Things  to  fpeak  upon  one  to 
another,  are  not withftanding  as  muchfub-" 
je#  to  that  ^tt  be  man  Difczfc,  to  be  itch- 
ing after  new  Things  continually,  and 
to  fpend  our  Time  mis  Way,  to  report; 
and  to  hear  News  ;  and  alas,  what  are 
thofe  Things  that  are  tofled  up  and  down 
continually,  but  the  Follies,  Weakneflev 
Impotcncies  and  Wickednefs,  Ambition 
and  Avarice  of  Men,  the  Iniquity  and  ,1m- 
piety  of  the  World  that  lies  in  Wickednefi  ? 
And  is  there  any  Thing  in  this,  either 
pleafant  or  profitable,  that  we  mould  de- 
light to  intertain  our  own  Thoughts,  and 
others  Ears  with  them  ?  But  the  Subjeft 
that  is  here  intreated  of,  is  of  another  Na- 
ture ;  nothing  in  it  felf  fo  excellent,  no- 
thing to  us  fo  convenient.  ¥\xtt  which 
was  from  the  Beginning,  of  the  Word  of 
LAfe%  we  declare  unto  you.  O  how 
pleafant  and  fweet  a  Voice  is  that  which 
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founds  from  Heaven,  be  thofe  co.ifufed 
Noifes  are  that  aril's  from  the  Earth  ? 
This  is  a  MeflTage  that  is  come  from  Hea- 
ven, with  him  that  came  down  from  it : 
And  indeed  that  is  the  Ainh,  from  whence 
good  News  hath  come ;  fince  the  firft 
Curfe  was  pronounced  upon  the  Earth, 
the  Earth  hath  brought  forth  nothing 
but  Thorns  and  Briars  of  Contention. 
Strife,  Sorrow,  and  Vexation :  Only  from 
above  haih  this  Mefl'age  been  fent  to  re- 
new the  World  agiin,  and  recreate  it,  as 
it  were:  There  are  four  Properties,  by 
*  which  this  infinitely  furpaflcs  all  other 
Things  can  be  told  you.  For  it  felf  it  is 
raoft  excellent ;  for  i:s  Endurance  it  is  moft 
ancient  ;  and  to  us  it  is  moft  profitable  ; 
and  both  in  its  felf,  and  to  us,  it  is  moft 
certain  ;  and  by  thefe  the  Apoftle  labours 
to  prepare  their  Hearts  to  ferious  Attenti- 
on. 

For  the  Excellency  of  the  Subject  that 
'"  he  is  to  declare,  'tis  incomparable,  for  it 
is  no  lefs  than  that  Jewel  that  is  hid  in 
the  Mine  of  the  Scriptures,  which  he,  as 
it  were,  digs  up,  and  (hews  and  offers 
it  unto  them;  that  Jewel  (I  fay)  which, 
when  a  Man  hath  found,  he  may  fell  all 
to  buy  it ;  that  Jewel,  more  precious 
than  the  moft  precious  Defires  and  De- 
lights of  Men,  even  Jefus  Cbrift,  the 
Jubftantial  IPord  of  Life,  wfco  is  the 
Subftance  of  all  the  Shadows  of  the  Old 
Tftftament,  the  End  of  that  Miniftry, 
the  Accomplilhment  of  the  Promises,  and 
that  very  Life  of  all  Religion,  without 
which  there  is  nothing  more  vain  and 
empty.  It  is  true,  the  Gofpel  is  the  Ward 
of  Life %  and  holds  out  Salvation  to  poor 
Sinners ;  but  yet;it  is  Chirft  that  is  the  Life 
of  that  Word,  not  only  as  touching  the 
Efficacy  and  Power  of  it,  but  as  touching 
the  Subject  of  it ;  for  the  Gofpel  is  a 
Word  of  Life  only,  becaufe  it  Jjpeaks  of 


him,  who  is  the  Life  and  the  Light  of 
Men  ;  it  is  but  a  Report  of  the  true  Life, 
as  Join  faid,  /  am  not  that  Light,  but 
am  fent  to  bear,  Witnefs  of  that  Light, 
John  i.  8.  So  the  Gofpel,  tho*  it  be 
called  the  Power  of  God  to  Salvation, 
Rom.  i.  t6.  and  the  Savour  of  Life, 
and  the  Gofpel  of  Salvation,  Eph.  i.  13. 
yet  it  is  not  th.it  true  Life*  but  only  a 
Teftimony  and  Declaration  of  it;  it  hath 
not  Life  and  Immortality  in  it  felt  but 
oaly  the  bringing  of  thofe  to  Light,  and 
to  the  Knowledge  of  Men,  2  7i/w.  i.  10. 
It  is  a  Difcovery  where  thefe  Treafjres 
are  lying,  for  the  fe arching  and  rinding. 

To  fpeak  of  this  Word  of  Life,  Jefus 
Ckrifl,  according  to  his  eternal  Sublicence 
in  the  infinite  Underftanding  of  the  Father, 
it  would  certainly  require  a  divine  Spirit, 
more  elevated  above  the  ordinary  Sphere 
of  Men,  and  feparate  from  that  Earth- 
linefs,  and  Impurity,  that  makes  us  in- 
capable of  feeing  that  holy  and  pure  Ma- 
jefty.  Angels  were  but  low  MeiTengers 
for  this;  for  how  can  they  exprefs  ro  m, 
what  they  cannot  conceive  themfelves, 
and  therefore  wonder  at  the  Myftery  of 
it  ?  I  confefi,  the  beft  Way  of  fpeaking 
thefe  Things,  which  fo  infinitely  furpaft 
created  Capacities,  were  to  fit  down  in 
Silence,  and  wonder  at  them  ;  and  with* 
all  to  tafte  fuch  a  Sweetnefs,  in  the  im- 
menfe  Greatnefsand  infinite  Myfteriouf- 
neft  of  what  we  believe,  as  might  ravifh 
the  Soul  more,  after  that  which  is  unknown, 
than  all  the  Perfections  of  the  World 
known  and  feen  to  the  Bottom  can  do. 
This  Doctrine  of  the  holy  Trinity  hath 
been  propagated  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
World,  even  among  the  Heathens,  and 
derived  by  Tradition  from  the  firft  Fa- 
thers, or  the  Hebrew,  to  neighbour  Na- 
tions ;  and  therefore  they  fpeak  many  di- 
vine Things  of  that  Infinite,  Supreme 
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Being,  who  is  the  Fountain  of  the  whole 
Creation,  and  that  he  created  all  Things 
by  his  moft.  divine  'Word,  and  that  his 
bleflfed  Spirit  is  the  Union  and  Bond  of 
both,  and  of  all  Things  befides.  It  is 
known  what  My  Series  the  Pythagoreans 
apprehended  in  the  Number  of  tfbree, 
what  Perfection  they  imagined  to  be  in 
it:  So  much  was  let  out,  as  might  either 
make  them  without  Excufe,  or  prepare 
the  World  to  receive  readily  the  Light, 
when  it  fhould  be  clearly  revealed :  It  is 
commonly  held  forth,  that  this  eternal 
Word,  is  the  Birth  of  the  infinite  Under- 
ftanding of  God,  reflefting  upon  his  own 
moft  abfolute  and  perfeft  Being ;  which 
is  iHuftrated  by  fome  poor  Cotoparifon 
to  us  Creatures,  who  form  in  our  Minds, 
in  the  underftanding  of  any  Thing,  an  in 
ward  Word,  or  Image  of  the  Objeft,  lbme 
Reprefeiiation  and  Similitude  of  that 
we  underftand ;  and  this  is  more  perfeft, 
than  an  external  vocal  Expreffion  can  be  ; 
fo  we  have  a  weak  and  finite  Conception 
of  the  afting  of  that  infinite  Wijdom  oj^ 
God,  by  which  he  knows  himfelf,  that 
there  refults,  as  k  were,  upon  ir,  the 
perfea  Substantial  Image*  and  the  ek 
prefs  Character  of  (be  Dixtne  EJfeme ; 
and  therefore  is  the  Son  of  God  called, 
the  Word  which  was  with  Godl  *nd  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Father,  becaufe  he  is,  as 
it  were,  the  very  Birth  of  hi*  Uoderftand- 
ing,  and  not  only  the  Image  of  his  own 
Eflence,  but  the  Idea,  in  which  he  con. 
ceived,  and  by  which  he  created  the  vi- 
fible  World.  Then  we  ufe  to  conceive 
the  Hoh  Gboft,  as  the  Produftion  of  his 
hleffcd  Will,  whereby  he  loves,  delights, 
and  hath  Complacency  in  his  own  all- 
fufficient,  alH>lefled  Being,  which  he  him- 
fetf  alone  perfectly  comprehends,  by  his 
infinite  Underftanding ;  and  therefore  cal- 
led, the  Spirit,  a  Word  borrowed  froia 
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Refemblance  to  poor  Creatures,  who 
have  many  Impulfes,  and  Inclinations  to 
feverai  Things,  and  are  carried  to  Mo- 
tion, and  Aftion,  rather  from  that  Part 
which  is  invifibk  in  them  ;  the  fubtileft 
Parts  therefore  ailed  Spirits:  So  the 
Lord  applies  his  Almighty  Power,  and 
exerceth  his  infinite  Wifdom,  according 
to  the  Pleafure  and  Determination  of  his' 
Will,  for  that  feeras  to  be  the  immediate 
Principle  of  working ;  therefore  there  is 
Mention  made  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  Crea- 
tion of  the  Worid,  He  lent  out  bis  Sph 
rit,  and  they  were  created,  Pfal.  civ.  30. 
Thefe  are  the  weak  and  low  Attempts  of 
Men  t©  reach  the  Height  of  that  unsearch- 
able Myftery;  fuch  Conjectures  we 
have  of  this  Word  of  God,  and  his  eternal 
Generation,  as  if  Trees  could  take  upon 
them  to  underftand  the  Nature  of  Beafts, 
or  as  if  Beafts  would  prefume  to  give  aa 
Account  of  the  Spirit  that  afts  in  Men ; 
Certainly  the  Diflance  is  infinitely  greater 
between  God  and  us ;  and  he  muft  needs 
behold  greater  Vanity,  Folty  and  Dark- 
neis,  in  our  cleareft  Apprehenfions  of  his 
Maje%,  than  we  could  find  in  the  Rea- 
sonings and  Conceptions  of  Beafts  about 
our  Nature.  When  our  own  Concepti- 
on in  the  Womb  is  fuch  a  Myftery,  as 
made  David  to  fay,  O  bow  wonderfully 
am  I  made,  and  fearfully}  He  law  a 
curious  Art  and  Wifdom  in  it,  that  he 
could  hot  underftand,  and  be  believed  aa 
infinite  Power,  he  could  not  conceive, 
which  furprized  Us  Soufwitb  fuch  ua- 
expefted  Matter  of  Wonder,  as  made  him 
tear  and  tremble  at  the  Thought  of  it. 
I  fay,  when  the  Generation  of  a  poor 
Creature,  hath  fo  much  Depth  of  wS 
dom  in  it,  how  canft  thou  think  to  un- 
derftand that  everlafting  Wonder  of  An- 
gels, the  Birth  and  Conception  of  that 
eternal  Wijdm  of  God  f  And  if  thou 
A  a  4  canft 
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can  ft  not  under  ft  and  from,  whence  thee  I  eive  th?  JProceffion   of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
Wind  comes,  and  whither   it  goes,  or  wbicb  Eye  batbnotfeen,  nor  Ear  beard, 
how  thine  own  Spirits  beat  in  thy  Veins,  nor  batb  it  entred  into  the  Heart  of 
what  is  the  Production  of  them,  and  what  Man  to  confider  it  * 
their  Motions ;    how  can  we  then  con* 


SERMON    II. 

i  John  L  i.  That  ahioh  aas  from  the  Beginning,  &c* 


THINGS  are  commended    fome* 
times,  becaufe  they  are  ancient, 
efpecially  Doftrraes  in  Religion,  becaufe 
Truth  is  before  Error,  and  FaMhood  is 
but  an   Aberration  from  Truth;    and 
therefore  there  h  fo  much  Plea  and  Con- 
tention among  Men,  about  Antiquity,  as 
if  it  were  the  fuflSciem  Rule  pf  Verity ; 
but.tbe  Abufe  is,  that  Men  go  not  fin  e- 
nough  backward  in  the  Steps  of  An- 
tiquity, that  is,  to  the  moft  ancient  Rule, 
and  FrofeiCoft,  and  Eraftice  ef  Truth  in 
Scripture,  to  Chrift  and  his  ApofHes,  but 
1ial  t  in  their  Grand-fathers  Tomb*,    But 
fometimes  Things  are  commended,  be- 
caufe new  ;  the  Nature  of  Man-being  in- 
clined to  Change  and  Variety,  and  ready 
to  forfeit  and  loath  accuftomed  Things  : 
Eren  as  the  Stomach  fads  Appetite  for  new 
*  and  unufual  Diets,  fo  the  Mind  of  Man 
bath*  ferret  Longing  after  new  BoArines, 
and  Things.    Now  we  have  both  theft 
combined  together  in  this  Subject,  which 
males  it  the  more  excellent  and  won- 
derful; Amiquiry,  and  Novelty:  For  An- 
tiquity,  it  is  that  nobicb  was  from  the  He- 
ginning,  and  wbictrtvaswitb  tbe  Father, 
and  that  is  before  all  Antiquity,  even 
from  Eternity ;  not  only  from  the  Be- 
fitting of  Time,  but  before  all  Time, 
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before  all  imaginable  Beginnings.     He, 
of  whom  he  fpeaks,  Cbrift  Jefus,   tbe 
Father's  Word,  was  with  the  Father, 
from  tbe  Beginning,  mtb  tbe  Ancient 
*f  Days 9  mho  infinitely,  and  unmeafiu 
raUy,  anttdate*  all  Antiquity,  to  whofe 
Endurance,  all  Antiquity  that  is  renown- 
ed among  Men,  is  but  Novelty  ;  to  whom* 
the  World  is  but  as  of  fix  Days  /landing, 
or  but  as  of  yefterday,  if  we  confider 
that  infinite,  begianinglefs,  knmenfiirable 
Endurance  of  God,  before  this  World  : 
What  a  Boddom  or  Clew  is  that,  than 
can  never  be  untwined  by  the  Imagina- 
.tions  of. Men  and  Angels;  to  all  Eter- 
nity they,  ihould  never  unwind  frr  and 
come  to' the  End  of  that  Threed  of  the 
Age  of  the  Father,  and  thrf  Son,,  who 
poflefled  one  another  before  the  Hills 
were,  and  before  the  Foundatiens  of  the 
Mountains :  This  iavit  that  malretb  Re- 
ligion  the  richefcand  moft  tranfcendant 
Subjeft  in  tbe  World*  diar  it  prefcnts  us 
with  a  twofold  Eternity,  and  invirons 
the  Soul  before  and  behind  with  an  Eter- 
nity without  Beginning,  only  proper  to 
God,  and  an  Eternity  without  End,  com- 
municated to  Angels  and  Men,  from, 
God.    That  wh^h  was  from  the  Be* 
ginning,  and  before  all  Beginning,  either. 
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real,  or  imagined,  hdw  much  Moment 
and  Weight   is  in  that,  to  perfwade  a 
Soul,  and  compofe  it9  beyond  all  the  fpe- 
cious  and   painted  Appearances  of  the 
World?    To  confider  that  fuch  a  Savi- 
our is  holden  out  unto  us,  to  come  unto, 
and  lean  upon,  that  is  the  Rockvf  Ages, 
upon  whofe  Word  this  huge  Frame  is 
bottomed,  and  ftands  firm  ;  $nc  who 
infinitely    exceeds    and     prevents     all 
Things    vifible  or  invifible,   all  their 
Mutations  and  Changes ;  one  who  was 
poflefled  of  the  Father,  as  his  Delights, 
tefore  the  Foundation  of  the  World,  and 
fo  moft  likely  to  reconcile  hjra  to  us, 
and  prevail  with  him;  yea,  moft  certain- 
ly, they  muft  have,  one  Willr  and  one 
Delight,  who  were  undivided  from  all 
Eternity ;  and  they  then  Aeioycing  in 
the  habitable  Paris  of  the  Earth,  taking 
Complacency  in  their  own  Thoughts  of 
Peace  and  Good-will  they  had  towards 
us,  afterwards   to  break  forth.    And  if 
both  delighted  in  their  very  Projefts  and 
Plots   upon  the  BuGnefc.  what  may  we 
think  the  Accomplifhment  of  the  whole 
Defign  will  Add,  if  it  were  poflible  to 
fuperadd  to  their  Delight  ?  I  would  have 
you  upon  this,  to  gather  two  Confiderati- 
ons,  for  your  Edification  :  One,  to  think 
what  an  incomparably  excellent  Saviour 
we  have,  one  with  God,  equal  to  him, 
yea,  one  with  him  from  all  Eternity ;  and 
fo  how  firong  a  Foundation  tbert  is  for 
Faith  and  Confidence  ?  What  a  Rock  to 
eftablifti  a  tofled  Soul  upon  ?  Mans  Mi* 
lery   and  Corfe  being  for  all  Eternity, 
there  is  one  to  deliver  from  that,  who 
was  from  all  Eternity.    And  who  could 
purchafe  unco  us  fuch  abfolute  Bleflednefi 
throughout  all  Eternity,  who  was  not 
himfelf  from  aii  Eternity?    What  mar- 
vellous Congruity  and  Beauty  is  in  the 
Ways  of  God?  How  is  all  fitted  and 


framed    by   infinite  WiQom,     to   the 
End  that  we  may  have  ftrong  ConfoU* 
j  tion  ?    Do  you  not  ieeche  infinite  Evil 
and  Hainoufoefs  of  Sin,  in  the  giving  of 
fuch  a  precious  Ranfom  for  it  ?    O  how 
is  the  black  Vifage  of  Sin  pourtrayed  in 
the  Beauty  and  Glory  of  the  Mediator's 
Perfon?    How  is  it  painted,  even  to 
Horrqur  in  his  Death? .  Again,    what 
Divinity  and  Worth  is  put  upon  the  im- 
mortal Soul  of  Man,  that  is  but  of  yefter- 
day,   fince    the  Beginning;    when  be 
that  was  the  Delight  of  God,  before  ail 
Beginning,  is  weighed  in  the  fiallance, 
as  it  were  with  it,  and  no  other  Thing 
found  fufficient  for  Exchange  and  Com- 
penfation,  that  the  Soul  may  be  redeem* 
ed  ?  And  doth  not  this  anfwer  all  the 
Jealoufies  and  fuipicious  Thoughts,  and 
fearful  Apprehensions,  arifing  from  the 
Conlideration  of  our  own  Weaknefiand 
Infirmity.;    when  fuch  an  one  is  offered, 
asii  able  to  lave  to  the  utmoft?    Then  I 
wouy  defire  you  may  believe,  that  thjr 
Father  is  as  well  minded  to  the  Salvatioa 
of  Sinners,  as  the  Son  ;  for  they  were 
fweet  Company  together  $om  all  Eter- 
nity, and,  as  it  were,  contrived  this  Rot 
-and  Defign  between  them,  to  lave  and 
redeem  Mankind.    Some  entertain  haf-  ' 
(her  Thoughts  of  the  Father,  as  if  QhriA  ' 
were  more  acceffible,  and  exorable  (  but 
the  Truth  is,  be  hath  given  his  Son  chit 
Command,  and  therefore  he  profefied, 
that  it  was  not  fo  much  his  Will,  as  his 
Father's  he  was  about  >  Therefore  cor- 
reft  your  Apprehenfioris,  do  not  ftand 
aback  from  the  Father,  as  it  were,  till 
you  have  prevailed  with  Chrift ;  no,  that 
is  not  the  Way  ;  comeln  your  firft  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  Father,  in  the  Son,  for  fo  he 
wills  you ;  not  becaufe  he  muft  be  over- 
come by  his  Son's  Perfwafion,  but  becaufe 
be  would  bare  his  Love  to  run  in  that 
Aaa*         '     Choji- 
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Channel,  through  Chrift  to  us;  And  in- 
deed our  Saviour  was  much  in  holding 
cm  the  Love  dt  the  Father,  and  laboured 
to  perfwide  the  World  of  it.  Withal,  I 
*Wifl*  you  to  confider  whom  ye  negleft 
,  and-  ddpife."  who  hear  this  Gofpel 
;dti!y.  and  the  Word  erf  Life  holden  out 
unto  you;  and  yet  fiiflfer  not  your  Hearts 
to  be  moved,  or  ftirred  after  him.  Alas, 
my  Beloved,  to  fbrfike  fb  great  a  Mercy, 
as  the  eternal  Word  of  Life,  asthem- 
jhnte  Wtfdm  rf  the-  Father,  and  to  let 
the  Offer  of  this  every  Day  run  by  us, 
jod  never  to  find  Leifure  and  Vacancy 
from  the  Multitude  of  Bufineffis,  and 
Throng  of  the  Thoughts  and'Lufts  of  the 
World,  never  to  flan  fo  far  backward, 
as  to  look  beyond  thb  World,  to  God, 
and  his  Son  Jefus  Cbrift,  never  to  mind 
fcrioufly,  either  him  that  was  before  all 
Things  vifible,  or  our  own  Souls,  that 
muft  furvive  and  out-live  all  this  tjfible 
Frame.  This,  I  fir.  is  the  great  Mbery 
'and  Condemnation  of  the  World,  that 
Ms  eternal  Light  liath  fhined,  and  you. 
love  your  own  Darknefs  better :  But  be 
peiiwaded,  mt  one  Day  yt  will  think 
Joot  Ofler  of  this  Word  of  Life,  better. 
than  life,  better,  infinitely  better  than  the : 
inoft  abfehite  Life  that  the  Attendance  and. 
'Concurrence  of  all  the  Qreamres  could 
field  you.  O  then  that  ye  would  incline 
your  Ears  and  Hearts  to  this  that  is  de- 
clared unto  you,  to '  teceive  M$tFbr/l 
of  Life,  Mat  was  from  the  Beginning, 
and  ye  may  be  peifwaded,  ye  (hall  fcnjoy 
a  BleOednefs  without  End. 

But  there  is  withal  a  Newnefi  in  this 
Skjbjeft,  which  both  increafcs  Admiration, 
and  may  the  more  engage  our  Aflirftion ; 
fcr  thf  Life  was  manifefted  (faith  he  ) 
Feife*-  and  he  is  fuch  a  Word  of Life , 
a* though  he  was  invifible,  and  untouch- 
£)e  from  che  Beginning,  y «  be  wa& 


I  lately  doathedwtthFlefh,  that  made  him 
both  vifible,  and  capable  of  being  hand- 
led Now  truly  thefe  are  the  two  Pole* 
about  which  the  Myftery,  Glory,  and 
Wonder  of  Chriffianity  turns;  The  An- 
tiquity of  his  real  Exiftence,  as  Cod ; 
and  the  .Jjtenefi  or  Novelty  of  his  Ap- 
parane*  bthe  Fiefo.  as  Man  ;  nothing 
lb  old^Tbr  he  hath  the  infinite  Fore-ftart 
of  the  oldeftand  moft  ancient  Creature?* 
Take  thofc  Angpi*,  the  Sons  of  God, 
who  lung  together  in  the  firft  Morning  of 
the  Creation,  yet  Aeir  Generation  can 
foonbe  toW,  and  their  Years  numbered  \ 
it  is  ttfy  to  calculate  all  Antiquity,  and  we 
foouW  not  reach  fix  thoufand  Years,  when 
it  is  taken  at  the  largeft  Meafure  ;  and 
what  are  fix  thoufand  Years  in  his  Sight, 
but  as  fix  Days,  when  they  are  paft  ? 
And  if  we  would  run  backward,  as  far 
before  that  Point  of  Beginning,  and  cal- 
culate other  fix  thoufand,  yet  we  are  ne£ 
ver  a  Jot  nearer  the  Age  of  the  Son  of^ 
God.  Suppofea  Mountain  of  Sand,  as 
big  as  the  Earth,  and  an  Angel  to  take 
from  it  one  Grain  every  Year,  your  Ima- 
gination would  weary  it  feif,  ere  ye  reck- 
oned in  what  Space  this  Mountain  rtiould 
be  diiniQilhed,  or  removed :  It  would 
certainly  trouble  the  Arithmetick  of  the 
wifeft  Mathematician.  Now  imagine  as 
many  Years,  or  Ages  of  Years,  to  have 
run  out  before  the  World  took  its  Be- 
ginning, as  the  Years  in  which  the  Angel 
would  exhauft  this  Mountain ;  yet  we 
have  not  come  a  whit  nearer  the  Endur- 
ance of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  whole 
Being  is  like  a  Circle,  without  Beginning 
or  'End.  Behold  be  if  great,  and  we 
know  hifn  not,  and  the  Number  of  bis 
Tears  cannot  hefearcbedout,  Job  xxxv*. 
,«6.  And  who  can  tell  bis  Generation* 
The  Age  of  this  Word  is  fuch  a  Laby- 
'  rindv  with  umumerfWe  Turnings  ahel 
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Windings  in  it,  which  will  always  lead 
them  round  that  enter  in  it ;  and  fo  they 
are,  after  the  longeft  Frogrcfs  and  Search, 
but  juft  where  they  were,  always  Begin- 
ning, and  never  eoming  nearer  the  Be- 
ginning of  his  Duration,  becaule  it  is  the 
.Beginning  of  all  Things  that  have  a  Be- 
ginning, hut  hath  none  it  felf.  Now  he 
that  was  thus  bleSTed  from  everlasting, 
who  dwelt  in  inaccejfible  I*igbt  and 
Glory,  which  no  Man  bath  Jeen,  nor 
can  fee,  infinitely  removed  from  all  hu- 
mane Capacities  and  Seofes;  be,  I  lay, 
begins  to  be  naanUefted  in  the  Fulnefs  of 
Time  ;  and  to  make  himSelf  vifible,  he 
takes  on  our  Flefli ;  and  all  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  that  he  who  was  the  fubftantialLife 
in  himfelf,  and  the  eternal  Life,  in  an  ef- 
fential  and  neceflary  Way,  might  become 
Life  to  poor  dead  Sinners,  and  commu- 
nicate to  them  eternal  Life :  And  truly  it 
.was  no  Wonder  that  all  Ages  were  in 
Expectation  of  this,  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  World,  fince  it  was  firftjfrorriifed, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Heaven  were  in  a 
longing  Expe&ation  to  fee,  and  look  into 
this  Myftery,  for  there  is  fome thing  in  it 
more  wonderful  than  the  Creation  of  this 
huge  Frame  of  Heaven  and  Earth  :  God 
made  himfelf  in  a  manner  vifible,  by 
making  the  vifible  World :  His  Power, 
Goodnefs,  and  Wifdcm,  are  every  where 
imprtmedingreatChwratferson  the  whole, 
and  all  the  Parts  of  it :  7%e  Light,  how 
glorious  a  Garment  is  it,  with  which 
-he  is,  as  it  were,  cloathed?  The  Hea- 
vens, how  majeftick  a  Throne  ?  the 
Earth,  how  Stately  a  Foot-Stool?  the 
Vbunder,  how  glorious  and  terrible  a 
Voice  ?  In  a  Word,  the  Being,  the  Beau- 
ty, the  Harmony,  and  Proportion  of  this 
huge  Frame,  is  but  a  vifible  Appeartnce 
of  the  invifibk  God.  But  in  taking  on 
©ur  Flelh,  the  Wkjd  is  more  wonderful- 


ly manifested,  and  made  vifible  ;  for.  in 
theSirft,  the  Creatorjnade  Creatures  to 
ftart  out  of  nothing,  "at  his  Command  ; 
but  in  this,  the  Creator  is  made  a  Crea- 
ture :  He  once  gave  a  Beginning  of  Being 
to  Things  that  were  not:  Being  before 
all  Beginning  himfelf,  he  now  takes  a  Be- 
ginning, and  becomes  FleSh,  that  he  was 
nor.  And  what  is  it  in  which  he  was 
manifested  ?  Is  it  the  fpiritual  Nature  of 
Angels  ?  But  though  that  far  excel  ours, 
yet  it  is  no  Manifestation  of  him  to  us  ; 
for  he  (hould  /till  be  as  unknown  as  e- 
ver.  Is  it  in  the  Glory,  Perfection,  and 
Flower  of  the  vifible  World,  as  in  the 
Sun,  and  Lights  of  Heaven  ?  But  though 
that  have  more  Shew  of  Glory,  than  the 
Flefli  of  Man ;  yet  it  makes  not  much  to 
our  Comfoit ;  there  would  not  be  fo 
much  Confolatkm  in  that  Manifestation. 
Therefore,  O  how  wifely  and  wonder- 
fully is  it  contrived,  for  the  Good  of  loft 
Man?  %  that  the  Son  of  Godjball  be 
made  of  a  Woman,  that  the  Father  of 
Spirits  (hall  be  manifested  in  the  loweA 
Habit  of  our  Flefh :  And  dae  lower  and 
bafer  that  be,  in  which  he  appears,  the 
higher  the  Myftery  is,  and  the  richer  the 
Comfort  is  \  fuppofe  the  Manifestation  off 
Glory  fhould  not  be  fo  great,  yet  the  Ma- 
nifestation of  Love  is  So  much  the  grea- 
ter ;  and  this  is  the  great  DeSign,  God 
fo  loved,  ice.  John  iii.  Nay,  I  may  fay, 
even  the  Glory  of  the  only  begotten  Son. 
of  God,  was  the  more  vifibJy  manifef- 
ted,  that  he  appeared  in  fo  low  and  un-. 
equal  a  Shape ;  for  Power  to  (hew  it 
felf  io  Weaknefs,  for  Glory  to  apnea  e. 
in  Bafenefs,  for  Divinity  to  kythe  in 
Humanity,  and  fuch  gloripus  "Rays  to 
break  forth  from  under  fuch  a  dark  Cloud ; 
this  was  greater  Glory,  and  more  Ma- 
jefty,  than  if  he  had  only  (hewed  himfelf 
in  the  Perfection  of  die  Creatures.    Now 
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it  is  cafy  to  diftinguiih  the  Vail,  from 
that  it  covers  ;  to  feparate  Infirmity  from 
.  Divinity  :  But  tfoen  it  had  been  more  dif- 
ficult, if  his  outward  Appearance  had 
been  fo  glorious,  to  give  unto  God  what 
was  God's,  and  to  give  the  Creatures 
what  was  the  Creatures ;  The  more  near 
his  outward  Shape  had  been  to  his  divine 
Nature,  the  lefs  able  had  we  beeo  to 
fee  the  Glory  of  hi*  Divinity  through 

Now,  my  Beloved,  vfhen  both  thefe 
jtre  laid  together,  the  Ancientne&  of  our 
.  Saviour,"  and  withal  theNewnefs  of  his 
Appearnce  in  the  Fielh,  by  which  he  hjth 
•come  fo  neat  us,  acd,  as  it  were,  brought 
Ids  own  Majefty  within  our  Sphere,  to 
he  apprehended  by  ut ;  and  for  no  other 
JEnd,  but  to  make  Life  and  Immortality 
to  (hine  forth,  as  Beams  from  htm,  to 
the  quick^ing  of  dead  Souls,  O  how 
fhould  this  Conjunction  endear  him  to  us  : 
That  the  everlafiing  Father  fhould  be- 
come a  Child  for  us ;  that  is  one  Won- 
der. The  neat  Wonder  is.  That  *ce 
who  are  Enemies,  jbould  be  made  the 
Children  of  God  by  him :  When  the  dark 
and  obfcure  prophefying  of  this,  when 
the  Twilight  of  Jewijb  Types  and  Sha- 
dowsdid  create  fo  much  Joy  in  the  Means 
x>f  Believers,  in  lb  much  that  they  long- 
ed for,  and  reioyced  to  fee  afar  off  that 
Day;  when  fuch  a  dark  Re  prestation  of 
this  WZrd  qf&fe,  was  the  very  life  of 
the  Godly  in  the  World  for  four  thou 
fand  Years ;  O  how  much  is  the  Caufe  of 
Joy  increafed,  by  the  rifing  of  the  Sun  of 
Rtghuoufnefs  himfelf,  and  appearing  in 
the  very  darkeft  Night  of  Superftition  and 
Idolatry  that  was  ever  over  the  World? 
When  the  true  Life  hath  arifen  himfelf, 
and  brought  to  open  Light  that  Life  that 
was  obfcurely  couched  up  in  Prophecies 
jukI  Ceremonids,  as  hid  under  fo  many 
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Clouds.  O  then,  let  us  open  our  Hearts 
<o  him,  and  entertain  thefe  new  and  frefa 
Tidings,  -with  new  Delights :  Though 
thefe  be  now  more  than  fixteea  kindred 
Years  old,  yet  they  are  fhll  recent  to  a 
believing  Heart  ;  there  is  an  everlasting 
Spring  in  them,  that  fends  out  every  Da/ 
frefc  Coniolation  to  Souls,  as  refreftiing 
as  thefirft  Day  this  Spring  was  opened. 
This  is  the  new  Wine  that  never  grows 
old,  nay,  if  is  rather  every  Generation 
renewed,  withthe  Acceflionoffomenew 
ManifeftatioaoftheLoveofGod.  Chrift's 
Incarnation  was  the  firft  Manifestation  of 
the  Sun,  the  very  Morning  of  Light  and 
Life,  the  Day-fprtng  vifiting  the  World, 
that  was  buried  in  an  heliifh  Darknefs 
off  Heathen-idolatry  :  And  even  the 
Church  of  God,  in  the  Grave  of  Super- 
ftition, and  Corruption  of  Dodr'tne  and 
Manners :  Then  did  that  Sun  of  High- 
teoufnejs  firft  fet  up  his  Head  above  the 
Horizon  :  but  it  is  but  one  Day  ftill,  he 
hath  been  but  coming  by  Degrees  to  the 
Meridian,  zndjbimng  more  and  more 
to  the  perfect  Day ;  That  Sun  hath  not 
fet  (ince,  but  made  a  Courfe,  and  gone  a 
round  about  the  World,  in  the  preaching 
of  the  Gpfpel,  and  brought  Life  and 
Light  about,  by  Succeflion,  from  one  Na- 
tion to  another,  and  one  Generation  to 
another  ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to  en- 
tertain it  this  Day  with  Acclamations  and 
Jubilation  of  Heart,  as  the  People  that  ly 
under  the  North,  do  welcome  the  Sun 
when  it  comes  once  a  Year  to  them.  .Af- 
ter that  the  Kindnefs  and  Love  of 
God  our  Saviour  toward  Alan  appear- 
ed,Tit.i&.  4,  */A*rfysr#»,  hfs kindly  and 
affectionate  Love  to  Mankind,  that  is  k 
that  (hines  fo  brightly ;  the  Beams  of 
Grace  and  Love  to  Men,  are  the  Rays 
that  are  fqutered  ftom  this  Sun  of  High- 
teottfnefs.  O  the  Hardnefs  of  Mens 
#  *  Hearts, 
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Hearts,  the  impenetrable  Obftinacy  of;  World,  in  fending  of  hisSbn?  Whom 
Man,  that  this  cannot  melt  or  pierce.  •  neither  Chrift's  Majefty,  nor  hit  Humtli- 
How  damnable  and  miferable  a  Cafe  are  ;  ty,  can  draw.  Certainly  this  makes  Sin- 
they  into,  who  can  neither  be  perfwad-   ners  under  the  CofpeU  in  a  more  deplor 


ed  wifh  the  Eternity  of  this  Subjeft,  to 
adore  it,  nor  moved  with  the  late  Ap- 
pearance of  the  Love  of  God  to  the 


able  Condition  than  Sodom  ;  becaufe  if 
be  bad  not  come,  tbey  bad  not  badfucb 
Sin,  but  now  it  is  without  Excuje,  &c. 
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i  John  i.  i,  i%  J.  That  which  we  have  heard  and  feen 
of  the  Word  of  Life>  declare  we  untoyou*  &c» 


THINGS  that  are  excellent  in  them- 
felves,  will  be  loved  for  them- 
klvcs ;  bur  they  become  the  more  fuit- 
able  Objeft  ofAffeftion.  if  they  have 
withal  »me  Suitablenefc  and  Conveniency 
to  as:  Yet  neither  the  Excellrncy,  nor 
Conveniency  of  the  Objeft,  is  fuffirient  to 
engage  the  Heart,  if  there  be  not  fome- 
thing  in  the  Mind  too,  fuitable  to  the  Ob- 
jeft v  that  is,  the  Apprehenfion  of  that 
Reality  and  Good  that  is  in  it :  for,  as 
there  is  a  Certainty  in  the  Objeft,  that 
makes  it  a  real,  not  imaginary  Thing; 
ib  there  muff  be  a  Certainty  in  the  Subjeft, 
whereby  the  Thing  is  apprehended  to  be 
true,  good,  and  excellent ;  and  then  the 
Objeft  of  Affeftion  is  compleaced.  Some 
Things  there  are  in  Nature,  excellent  in 
themfehres,  but  they  rather  beget  Admi- 
ration than  AifeAion,  becaufe  they  are 
not  fuitable  to  our  Neceffitles:  Other 
Things  of  a  more  ordinary  Purchafe  have 
fume  Conveniency  to  fupply  our  Wants ;' 
and  though  they  be  left  worth  in  their 
•wa  Nature  than  preckws  Stones,  and 


(uch  like ;  yet  they  are  more  defirerf. 
But  there  is    this  lamentable    Difpro- 
portion  betwixt  our  Apprehenfions,  and 
the  Things  themfelves,  which  is  the 
Ground  of  much  Difappointment ;   and 
fo  of  Vcxition.    The  Things  of  da* 
World  having  nothing  of  that  folid  Ex- 
cellency, or  true  Wtntb,  and  Conveni- 
ency to  our  Souls,  nothing,  fuitable  to 
our  immortal  Spirits ;  but  being  empty 
vain  Shadows,  and  windy  Husks,  infieacft 
of  fobftantial  true  Food ;  yet  there  are 
high  Apprehenfions,  and  big  Conceits  of 
them,  which  is  a  kind  of  monilruous  Pro- 
duction, or  empty  fwelling  of  the  Mind  ; 
whidi  becaufe  it  hath  no  Bottom  of  Soli* 
dity.it    will  fall  and  evaniflL     Again, 
take  a  View  of  fpkitual  Things,  holdea 
oufinthe  Gofpel,  and  there  is  as  incoii* 
gruous  and  unproportioned  Caitiage  of 
our  Hearts  towards  them  ;  they  have  * 
Cenainty  and  Reality  and  SubfiAance  u> 
themfelves,   they  alone   are   excellent, 
and    fuitable  to  our  Spirits ;.  notwith* 
taKfing,  tbeMiodofMaaU  hugely  maS 
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ihapen  towards  them  by  Unbelief,  and  I 
hath  nothiftg  in  his  Apprehenlion  fuitable  I 
to  the  Things  themfelves  :^  They  are  re- 
prelented  as  far  below  their  true  Woph, 
as  Tilings  temporal  above  their  juft  Va- 
lue ;  and  therefore  Men  arc  not  enamour- 
ed with  them,  Souls  are  not  ravilhed 
after  that  Beauty  that  is  in  them. 

Now  the  End  of  theft  Words  read,  is 
to  reform  this  irregular,  diforderly  Fof 
ture  of  our  Minds,  to  hold  out  to  you 
Things  truly  excellent,  and  exceedingly 
convenient,  Things  good  and  profitable, 
in  the  moft  fu^erlatire  Degree,  in  the 
.-  higheft  Rank  that  your  Imagination  can 
ftppofe;  and  then  to  perfwade  you,  that 
you  are  not  deceived  with  vain  Words, 
or  fiur  Promifes,  but  tfcat  there  is  a  cer- 
tain Truth,  and  an  infallible  Reality 
in  them,  that  you  being  ascertained  in 
'your  Souls,  according  the  Certainty  of  the 
Thing  prefented,  you  may  then  freely, 
frithout  any  Referve,give  your  Hearts  to 
love,  imbrace,  and  follow  tbem.  6 
chat  there,  might  be  fuch  a  Meeting  be- 
tween your  Hearts  and  this  eternal  Life, 
that  as  he  hath  come  near  to  us,  to  be 
jititable  to  us,  your  Aupreheafions  might 
draw  near  to  be  fuitable  to  him  ;  and  by 
this  Means*  your  Souls  might  meet  im? 
mediately  with  that  Word  of  Life,  and 
have  that>  conftant  Fellowfliip  wijfi  him, 
that  is  fpolcen  of,  Perfe  3.  So  your  Joy 
iiould  be  full.  For  joy  is  but  the  full 
Peace  of  the  Defir  s ;  fill  up  all  the  Wants 
Qf  the  Heart,  and  then  it  is  full  of  Joy. 
And  fo,  when  fuch  a  Satisfying  Objeft  is 
pitched  on,  as  doth  exa&ly  correfpofcd, 
and  anfwer  the  inward  Apprehenfioas  of 
the  Mind;  then  there  is  ao more  Room 
in  the  Heart  for  any  other  Thing:  As  if 
cwo  Superfices  were  exaAly  iplain  and 
fmopth.  they  could  join  fo  ctafly  together, 
fcat  no  Air  could  come  between  them*  and 


then  they  could  hardly  be  puli'd  aiunder. 
We  fpofce  fomething  of  the  Excellency 
of  that  Word  of  Life  in  himfelf,  and  it 
is  but  little  that  it  laid,  wheaaii  j$ faid,  in 
Refpeft  of  that  which  he  truly  is ;  but  I 
lear  we  fpeak,  and  ye  hear  more  ol  thefe 
Things,  than  either  of  us  lively  and  af- 
fetfionately  apprehend,  or  lay  up  in  our 
Hearts.  I  fear,  that  as  we  fay  lcfs  than 
is,  fo  more  than  we  think  \  I  mean,  feri- 
oudy  think  upon.  But  we  (hall  proceed; 
fuch  an  everlafting  glorious  Perfon] 
though  he  have  Life  in  himfelf,  tho* 
he  be  never  fo  excellent,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  yet  what  is  that  to  us  ?  It  feems  lie 
it  neverawhk  nearer  us,  or  not  more 
fuitable  to  reftore  us,  than  the  very  Ma. 
jefty  that  we  offended.  How  ft*  i$  he 
without  our  Sight,  and  without  our  Com- 
prehenfiop  ?  He  is  high  as  Heaven,  who 
*aU.  afcend  to  bringdown  than  eternal 
tjf*  to  us  t  But  ftay  and  confider,  that 
he  is  not  only  fo  glorious  in  himfelf,  but 
fo  gracious  to  us  ;  fje  is  not  only  ifrifible. 
as  *God,  ijut  manifested  to  our  Senfes,  as 
Man :  Not  only  hath  Life  in  himfelf,  but 
is  an  everlafting  Spring  of  Life  to  us ; 
opt  only  hath  his  Throne  in  Heaven  with 
n»  Father,  but  hath  come  down  to  the 
World,  to  bring  that  eternal  Life  near 
us,  even  in  our  Mouth  and  Hearts;  to 
*****  "»  *o  purchafe  it,  to  feal  it,  and 
tQbeftow  it.  and  the  Life  was  mam- 
jefted :  toe  Life,  and  that  eternal  Life, 
Words  of  Force,  that  have  fome  Eai- 
phafis  in  them :  the  Life  is  much,  that 
eternal  Life  is  more  ;  and  yet  thefe  had 
been  little  to  us,  if  not  manifefted  to  us : 
Lite  might  have  remained  bid  in  God,  e- 
ternal  Life  might  have  refided  in  Chrift 
the  Fountain  for  all  Eternity,  and  nothing 
IdimbMhed  of  their  Happinefs,  if  thefe 
I  had  never  fpiung  out  and  vented  them- 
1  felve*  i  if  lh|t  Life  that  was  widnhe  Fa. 
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ther  from  the  Beginning,  had  never  come 
down  from  the  Father,  we  would  have  j 
miffed  it,  not  they  ;  we  alone  had  been 
miferable  by  it :  Well  then,  there  is  a 
Manifestation  of  Life  in  Chrift's  low  De- 
fcent  to  Death  ;  there  is  a  Manifestation 
of  the  Riches  of  Love  and  Grace  in  the 
Poverty  and  Emptinefs  of  our  Saviour, 
and  thus  he  is  fuited  to  us  and  our  Necefli- 
ties  every  Way  fitly  correfpondent :  And 
now  it  is  not  only,  as  the  Fatter  bath 
Lije  in  bimfelf,  fo  the  Son  bath  Life  in 
bimjelf;  but  there  is  a  Derivation  of  that 
Life  to  Man  ;  tbat  Donation  of  Life  to 
the  Son,  Job.  v.  26.  was  not  fo  much 
for  any  need  he  had  of  it,  as  by  him  to 
bcftow  it  on  us,  that  it  might  be, 
^4s  the  living  Father  bath  fent  me,  and 
I  live  by  the  Father :  So  be  tbat  eats 
me,  even  be  fball  live  by  me%  Joh.  vi. 
$7.  As  Parents  that  retain  Attention  to 
their  Children,  albeit  they  have  commit- 
ted great  Injuries,  for  which  they  are  dri- 
ven out  of  their  Houfes,  yet  they  will,  as 
it  were,  underhand  beftow  upon  them,  and 
exercife  that  fame  Love  in  a  covered  Way, 
by  a  third  Perfon,  by  giving  to  them,  to 
impart  to  their  Children.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  halts  too  much,  for  our  Father 
diiiembles  not  his  Love,  but  proclaims 
it  in  fending  his  Son.:  Nor  doth  Chrift 
hide  it,  but  declares,  that  he  is  inftruaed 
with  fufficient  Furniture  for  eternal  Life, 
that  himfelf  is  the  Bread  of  Life  fent 
from  Heaven,  that  whofoever  receiveth 
it  with  Delight,  and  ponders,  and  medi- 
tates on  it  in  the  Heart,  and  fo  digefts  it 
in  their  Souls,  they  mall  find  a  quickning, 
quieting,  comforting,  and  ftrengthning 
Venue  in  him.  Nay,  there  is  a  ftrait 
Connexion  .between  his  Life  and  ours, 
Became  I  live,  ye  Jball  Hve  alfo ;  as  if 
he  could  no  more  want  us,  than  his  Fa- 
^ber  can  want  him,  Job.iw.  19.  And.  as" 
rf  he  could  be  no  more  happy  without  u$, 


than  his  Father  without  him.  And  whence 
is  it  come  to  pafs,  but  from  his  Mani- 
feftation  for  this  very  End  and  Purpofe  ? 
How  mould  fuchftrange  Logick  hold? 
Whence  fucha  becaufe?  If  this,  had  not 
been  all  his  Errand  into  the  World,,  for 
which.Ws  Father  difpenfed  to  want  him, 
as  it  were,  and  he  did  likewife  conde- 
fcend  to  leave  his  Father  for  a  Seafon. 
And  now  this  being  the  Bufinefs  he  came 
about,  it  is  ftrange  he  appeared  in  fo  ua- 
fuitable  and  unlrkely  a  Form,  in  Weaknefs, 
Poverty,  Mifery,  Ignominy,  and  all  the 
Infinities  of  our  Flelh ;  which  feemed  ra- 
ther contrary  to  his  Defign,  and  to  in- 
difpofc  him  for  giving  Life  to  others, 
whofe  Life  was  a  continued  Death  in  the 
Eyes  of  Men  ;  and  the  laft  A6t  of  the 
Scene  feems  to  blow  up  the  whole  Defign 
of  quickning  dead  Sinners  ;  when  he  who 
was  defigned  Captain  ofSalvation,  is  killed 
himfelf:  For  if  hefave  not  himfelf,  how 
mould  he  five  others  .*  And  yet  behold 
the  infinite  Wifdora,  Power,  and  Grace 
of  God,  working  under  Ground,  giving 
Life  to  the  dead,  by  the  Death  of  Life 
it  felf ;  faving  thofe  that  are  loft,  by 
one  that  loft  himfelf:  Overcoming  the 
World  by  Weaknefs;  conquering  Satan 
by  fufJering,  triumphing  over  Death  by 
dying.  Like  that  renowned  King  of  the 
Lacedemonians,  who  (when  he  heard  of 
an  Oracle,  that  if  the  Genejral  werefaved 
alive,  the  Army  could  not  be  victorious) 
changed  his  Habit,  and  went  among  the 
Camp  of  his  Enemies,  and  fought  valiant- 
ly till  he  was  killed  ;  whom  when  the  Ar- 
mies of  the  Enemies  underftood  to  be  the 
King  and  General,  they  preftntly  Joft  their 
Hearts,  and  retired  and  fled  .»  So  our  Savi- 
our, and  Captain  of  our  Salvation,  bath  of- 
fered himfelf  once  for  all;and  by  being  kill- 
ed Jiath  purchafedZJ/fcto  all  that  believe  in 
his  Death,  and  that  eternal  Life  :  The** 
B  t  b  fort 
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fore,  be  is  not  only  the  Word  of  Lift  in 
himfclf,  tad  chat  eternal  Life  in  an  eflfen- 
tial  manner*  bat  he  atone  hath  the  Words 

N  if  eternal  Life,  and  is  the  alone  Foun- 
taut  of  Life  to  us. 

How  for  the  Certainty  of  this  Mani- 
ftftanon  of  the  Word  of  Life  in  our  Flefh, 
bbih  that  he  was  Man,  and  that  -he  was 
•ftore  than  a  Man,  eren  God:  "This,- 1  fay, 
Whave  the  greatelt  Evidence  of.  that 
the  eWorld  can  afford,  next  to  our  own 
.feeing  and  handling.    To  begin -WithAe 

«  fWHraonyfet  down  here,  of  thSfe^Who; 
wW*EarandEye-wjtnefle*of  all;  #hteh 
ifthey  be  Men  ofCredit,  canriot'but  nrtte  j 
a  gftftt  tmpreflkxi  ofFahh  upon  others,  i 
Gonfider  who  the  ApofNes  were,  Men 
Gflgre^lSmplfeky,  **hofe  Education  *vas 
fo  mean,  and  EapeQittoas  in  the1  WMH 
fo  'low,  ttrtt  they  could  not  be  ftppofed 
-  feo  .coafpire'  together  to  a  FiMhood ;  and 
e^ecialty  when  there*  was  no  worldly  In- 
ducement leading  them  thereto,  bat  rather 
all  things, perfwadmg  to  the  contrary  : 
♦Phdr  very.  Adreriaries  could  never  ofr- 
jcftanyTMag  agamfl  them,  "but  Want 
of  Learning,  and  Simplicity,  which  are 
fimfaeft  from  the  Sofpirion  of  Deccitfol- 
ods.  Now  bow  were  it  poffiMe.  think 
you,  that  fo  many  thoufaads  every  where, 
.  Should  have  received  this  new  Doftrine, 
fo  anfiataWe  tobumane  &eafim,fram  their 
Mouths ,  if  they  hid  not  perfwaded  them 
that  themfclves  were  fyfe-whaetfes  of  all 
tbde  Miracles  that  be  did,  to<fonfirm  Ms 
Doarine^nd  that  thisTeflimony  had  been 
above  alUmagmable  Eipeption  ?  Yea,  fo 
evident  was  it  in  matter  of  Faft,  that  both 
Enemies  thefldelves  confefled,  the  Jew/ 
tid-G entiles  that  perfecuted  that  Way, 
were  conftrained,  through  the  Evidence 
«f  the  Truth,  to  acknowledge,  that 
fiich  mighty  Works  (hawed  forth  them- 
fciicsin  him,  tbotgfethey  out  of  fttolice 


imputed  it  to  ridiculous  anrfbhrfphemoos 
Caufes:  And  betides,  die  Apoftle  uftd 
to  provoke  to  the  vefy  TelKmony  of  $oo> 
tfibobod  jeenjtfus  rife  from  Death, 
which  is  not  the  CuAom  of  Liars,  neither 
isitpoffible  for  lb  many,  as  it  were,  of 
Foippfe,  to  compare  to  fuch  an  Untrutk, 
as  had  fo  many  Mrfcries  ml  Calamities 
following  on  the  ProfejSton  of  it,  r  Cor. 
av.  6. 

Bin  what  fay  they?  ttbd(  which  tpe  -m 
have  heard  of,  not  only  from  the  Pro-  " 
•phets,  who  We  witmJfled  of  him  from 
^Beginning,  amf  do  all  conlpire  toge- 
thertogive  a  TWttmony  that  he  is  the  Sa- 
viour 4f  the  World :  But  from  John,  who 
was  his  Meflenger.immediately  fcnt  before 
hH>Face,  add  whom  all  Men,  even  Chrift's 
^Enemies,  acknowledged  to  be  a  Prophet ; 
and  therefore,  his  viiiWe  pointing  out  the 
Lamb  of  God,  his  declaring  how  near  he 
was,  add  preferring  of  him  infinitely  be- 
fore WmJelf,  who  bad  Co  much  Authority 
ttmfelf,  (  and  fo  is  likely  to  have  fpolcen 
the  Truth;  being  mifled  with  no  Ambi- 
tion or  Affectation  of  Honour,)  his  infti- 
tuting  a  new  Ordinance,  plainly  pointing 
out  the  Melluh  at  the  Doors,  and  publifh- 
ing  cortftantly^at  Voice,  The  Kingdom 
ofHtdven  is>aTHand :  Thefe  we  and 
all  the  People  have  heard,  and  heard,  not 
with  Indignation,  but  with  Reverence  and 
RelptA.  But  above  all,  we  heard  him- 
fdf,  the  troe  Prophet,  and  fweet  Preacher 
vf  Ifrael ;  fibce  the  fort  Day  he  began  to 
open  Ms  Mouth  in  the  Mlmftry  of  the 
Goipel*  we  have* with  attentive  Ears,  and 
earneft  Hearts,  received  all  from  his 
Mouth,  aad  laid  up  thefe  golden  Sayings 
inour  Haarts.  He  did  not  con/Vain  them 
toabidewitkhim,  but  there-was  afecret 
Power  that  went&xn  him,  that  chained 
them  to  him  inevitably,  Lord,  whither 
jbali  ^eioJrmthee9for  thou  baft  the 
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fiords  of  eternal  Lift  ?  .0  /  that  was 
an  attractive  Venue,  a  powerful  confer* 
ving  Venue,  that  went  ouf  of  his  Mouth. 
We  heard  him,  fay.  they,  and  we  never 
heard  any  fpeak  like  him,  not  fo  much 
for  the  Pomp  and  Majefty  of  his  Stile, 
for  he  came  low,  fitting  on  an  Afs,  and 
was  as  condefcending  in  his  Manner  of 
Speech  as  in  his  other  Behaviour :  Butbe- 
caufe  be  taught  with  Authority  ;  there 
was  a  divine  Vertue  in  his  Preaching ; 
fome  Sparkles  of  a  divine  Spirit  and  Power 
in  his  Difcourfes  broke  out  from  under 
the  Plainnefs  and  Simplicity  of  it  ;  and 
made  our  Souls  truly  to  apprehend  of  him 
what  was  facrilegicuily  attributed  in  flat- 
tery to  a  Man,  the  Voice  of  God,  and 
not  of  Man.  We  heard  him  ft)  many 
Years  fpeak  familiarly  to  us,  and  with  us, 
by  which  we  were  certainly  perfwadcd  he 
was  a  true  Man  ;  and  then  we  heard  him 
in  his  Speeches  open  the  hidden  Myfte- 
ries  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  revealing 
the  Will  of  the  Father,  which  no  Man 
could  know,  but  he  that  was  with  the 


Father,  and  came  down  from  him  :  We 
heard  him  unfolding  all  thefe  Shadows 
and  Coverings  of  the  Old  Tertament,  ex- 
pounding Mofes  and  the  Prophets,  taking 
off  the  Vail,  and  uncovering  the  Ark  and 
Oracles :  And  bovt  did  our  Hearts  burn 
within  us,  .while  be  talked  with  us,  and 
opened  to  us  the  Scriptures?  We 
heard  him  daily  in  \he  Synagogues  ex- 
pound the  Scriptures,  whereof  bimielf 
waj  the  living  Commentary,  when  be 
read  them  v  we  faw  the  true  Expofition 
before  our  Eyes. 

Now,  my  Beloved,  you  may  be  ad- 
mitted, to  hear  him  too,  for  the  Sum  of 
the  living  Words  that  came  from  the 
JPord  of  Life  are  written  »  his  Sermons 
are  abridged  in  the  Evangelifts,  that  you 
may  read  them,  and  when  you  read  them, 
think  within  ypur  felf,  that  you  hear  his 
holy  Mouth  fpeak  them.  Set  your  felves, 
as  amongft  his  Difciples,  that  Jo  ye  may 
believe,  and  believing  may  ba>oe  eternal 
Life  ;  for  this  End  are  they  written, 
Job.  xx.  30,  31. 


SERMON     IV. 


x  John  i.  i,  2.  — which  tve  have  heard  and  feen>  &c 


THERE  is  a  Gradation  of  Certainty 
here ;  hearing  himfelf  ipeak,  is 
more  than  hearing  by  Report ;  but  an 
Eye-witnefs  is  better  than  ten  Ear-wit- 
nefles,  and  handling  adds  a  thiidAflurance; 
for  the  Senfe  of,  touching  gives  the  laft 
and  greafeft  Evidence  of  Truth.  It  is 
true,,  that  the  Stole  is  properly  Carre- 


fpondent  tofenfible  Things,  and  of  it  feff 
can  only  give  Tefiimony  to  his  Hum*, 
nity ;  yet  I  conceive  thefe  are  here  aj- 
ledged  for  both,  even  alfo  to  witnefs  his 
glorious  and  Divine  Nature  ;  which 
though  it  did  not  fall  under  Sight  and 
Handling,  yet  it  difcovered  it  felf  to  be 
latent,  under  that  vifible  Covering  of 
B  b  h  a  FJcflv 
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Flefti,  by  fenfible  Eflc&s,  no  left,  than 
the  Spirit  of  Man  which  is  invifible,  ma- 
nitefis  its  Prefence  in  the  Body,  by  fuch 
Operations  fenfible,  as  c?n  proceed  from 
no  other  Principle;  And  therefore,  this 
faithful  Witnels  adds,  fPbicb  we  have  look- 
ed upon ;  which  relates,  not  only  to 
the  outward  Attention  of  the  Eyes,  but 
points  at  the  inward  Iotention,  and  Af 
fection  of  the  Heprt.  Our  Senfes  did 
bring  in  fuch  ft  range  and  marvellous  Ob 
jec"te  to  our  Minds,  that  we  ftood  gazing, 
and  beheld  it  over  and  over  again,  look- 
ed upon  it  with  Reaibn,  concluding  what 
it  might  be;  we  gave  Intertainment-to 
our  Minds,  to  confider  it  wifely  and  de- 
liberately, and  faftned  our  Eyes,  that  we 
might  detain  our  Hearts,  in  the  Confider- 
ationoffuch  a  glorious  Perfon.  From 
this  then  ye  have  two  Things  clear ;  one 
is,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  was  a  true 
Man,  and  that  his  Difciples  had  all  poffible 
Evidence  of  it,  which  the  Hiftory  more 
abundantly  (hews;  he  converted  with 
them  familiarly,  he  eat  and  drank  with 
them,  yea,  his  Converfation  in  the  World. 
ips  very  much  condeicending  in  out- 
ward Behaviour,  to  the  Cuftoms  of  the 
World ;  he  eat  with  Fharifees,  when  they 
invited  him,  he  refilled  not ;  but  he  was 
more  bold  with  Publicans  and  Sinners, 
to  converfe  with  them ;  as  being  their 
greateft  Friend :  He  was  uncivil  to  none ; 
would  deter  none  through  a  rigid  auf- 
tere  Converfation  ;  and  indeed,  to  tefti- 
fy  the  Truth  of  his  human  Nature,  he 
came  fo  low  to  partake  of  all  humane  In- 
firmities without  Sin,  and  to  be  fubjeel  to 
extraordinary  Afflictions  and  Crofles,  as 
to  the  Eyes  of  the  World  it  did  quite  ex- 
Itnguifh  his  Divine  Glory,  and  bury  it 
in  Misbelief.  This  which  wefpeak  of, 
as  a  Testimony  and  Evidence  that  he 
yvas  Man,  was  the  very  grand  (tumbling- 


block  and  Offence  of  the  Jews  and 
Gentiles  ;  which  they  made  Ufeof  as  an 
Evidence  and  certain  Teftimony  that  he 
was  not  God:  The  Evidence  of  the  one 
feeras  to  give  in  Evidence  to  the  other. 
But  let  us  confider  this,  for  it  is  a  fweet 
and  pleafant  Subject,  if  our  Hearts  were 
fuitably  framed  to  delight  in  ir,  that  there 
was  as  much  Evidence  to  the  Convitfion 
of  all  Mens  Senfes,  of  his  Divine  Maje- 
fty,  as  of  his  Humane  Infirmity ;  And 
that  there  are  two  concurring  Evidences, 
which  enlightens  one  another  ;  which  we 
(hall  (hew,  partly  from  his  own  Works 
and  Miracles,  and  partly  from  the  more 
than  miraculous  Succefs  and  Progrefs  of 
the  Gofpel  after  him. 

For  the  firit,  John  teftifies,  that  not 
only  they  faw  the  Bafenefs  of  his  outward 
Shape,  but  the  Glory  of  the  only  begttten 
Son  of  God,  full  of  Grace  and  Truth, 
Joh.  i.  14.  John  the  Baptifi  fent  fome 
of  his  Difciples,  becaufe  of  their  own  Un* 
belief,  to  enquire  at  Jefus,  Art  thou  b^  or 
look  we  for  another  ?  And  what  Anfwer 
gave  he  them  *  What  Reafonto  convince 
them  ?  Go  (faith  he)  and  tell  what  ye 
bavefien  and  beard,  that  the  Blind 
fee,  the  Lame  walk,  and  the  Lepers 
are  cleanfed9  tbe  Deaf  bear ,  toe  Dead 
are  raifed9  and  tbe  Foor  receive  tbe  Go- 
fpel: And  blefled  is  he  who  ever  (hall 
not  for  my  outward  Unfeemlineii  and 
Bafenefs  offend,  but  go  by  that*  into  the 
Glory  that  (bines  out  in  fuch  Works.  It 
is  faid  in  Luke  vii.  21.  That  tbe  fame 
Hour  be  cured  many.  Before  he  fpoke 
in  anfwer,  he  anfwered  them  by  his 
Deeds;  he  gave  avifible  Demonftration 
of  that  they,  doubted  of;  for  they  could 
not  but  fee  a  Power  above  created 
Power  in  thefe  Works,  which  furpafs 
Nature  and  Art.  So  many  wonderful 
Works  done,  fo  often  repeated,  before 
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fo  many  Thoufands,  even  many  of  his 
watchful  and  obfervant  Enemies  ;  and  all 
done  io  eafily,  by  a  Word,  infinite  Cures 
for  Number  and  Quality  wrought,  which 
patted  the  Skill  of  all  Phyficians  ;  Devils 
difpoflefled.  Life  reftored,  Water  con- 
verted into  excellent  Wine,  without  the 
Maturation  of  the  Sun,  or  Help  of  the 
Vine  Tree:  A  little  Bread  fo  ftrangely 
enlarged  to  the  Satista&ion  of  many 
Thoufands,  and  more  remaining  than 
was  laid  down :  The  Winds  and  Seas 
obeying  his  very  Word,  and  compofiog 
themfelves  to  Silence  at  his  Rebuke,  and 
infinite  more  of  this  Kind.  Are  they  not 
in  the  common  Apprehenfion  of  Men,  of 
a  Degree  fuperior  to  that  of  Nature? 
Who  could  reftore  Life,  but  he  that  gave 
it  ?  Whom  would  the  Devils  obey,  but 
him  at  whom  they  tremble  ?  Who  could 
tranfubftantiate  Water  into  Wine,  but  he 
that  created  both  thefe  Subftancesi  and 
every  Year  by  a  long  Circuit  of  the  Ope- 
rations of  Nature,  turns  it  into  Wine? 
Who  could  feed  Seven  Tboufand  with 
that  which  a  few  Perfons  would  exhauft, 
but  he  that  can  create  it  of  nothing,  and 
by  whofe  Word  all  this  vifible  World 
ftarted  out  of  nothing?  Nay,  let  us  fup- 
pofe  thefe  Things  to  be  done  only  by  di- 
vine Afliftance,  by  fome  peculiar  divine 
Influence  ;  then  certainly,  if  we  confider 
the  very  End  of  this  miraculous  Afliftance 
of  a  Creature,  that  it  was  to  confirm  the 
Doftrine  delivered  by  him,  and  make 
iuch  a  deep  Impreflion  of  the  Truth  of 
it  in  the  Hearts  of  all,  that  it  cannot  be 
rooted  out.  This  being  the  very  genuine 
End  of  the  Wifdom  of  God  in  fuch 
Works,  it  mud  needs  follow,  that  all 
that  which  Chrift  revealed,  both  of  him- 
(elf  and  the  Father,  of  his  own  being 
with  him  from  the  Beginning,  of  his  being 
one  with  him,  and  being  ok  eternal  Son ; 


all  this  muft  needs  be  infallibly  true  ;  for 
it  is  not  fuppofible  to  agree  with  the  wV- 
dom  and  Goodnefs  of  God,  to  manifeft 
fo  much  of  his  infinite  Power  and  Glory, 
in  fo  extraordinary  a  Manner,  to  bear  Te- 
ftimonjr  to  an  Impoftor  or  Deceiver. 
Therefore,  though  no  more  could  be  at 
firft  extorted  from  an  Enemy  of  Chrift's 
Doctrine,  but  that  fuch  mighty  Works 
did  (hew  forth  themfelves,  which  could 
not  be  done,  but  by  the  Divine  Afliftance 
and  extraordinary  Help  of  God:  Yet, 
even  from  that  Confefllon  it  may  be 
ftrongly  concluded,  that  feeing  there  was 
no  other  End  imaginable  of  fu^h  extraor- 
dinary Afliftance,  but  the  Confirmation 
of  his  new  Do&rine,  and  that  of  his  di« 
vine  Nature,  being  one  of  the  chief  Points 
of  it,  it  muft  needs  inforce,  that  he  was 
not  only  helped  by  God,  as  Mofes,  but 
that  he  was  God,  and  dkJ  thefe  Things  ly 
his  own  Power.  By  this  then  it  appears, 
that  though  after  fow  many  Propheiies  of 
him,  and  Expectations  from  the  Begin- 
ning, we  fee  but  a  Man,  in  outward  Ap- 
pearance  defpifable,  and  without  Comli- 
nefs  and  Form ;  yet' if  we  could  open 
the  Eyes  of  our  Soul »,  and  fix  them  uron 
him,  we  behold,  as  through  fome  fmall 
Crainies,  Majefty  (hining  in  his  Mifery, 
Power  difcovering  it  felf  in  his  Weaknefs, 
even  that  Power  that  made  the  World, 
and  Man  too.  He  was  born  indeed,  yet 
of  a  Virgin,  he  was  weak  and  infirm  him- 
felf,  yet  he  healed  all  others  Infirmities, 
even  by  his  Word:  He  was  often  aa 
hungred,  yet  he  could  feed  Five  Thou- 
fand  at  one  Time,  and  Seven  Thousand 
at  another,  upon  that  which  would  not 
have  ferved  hi*  Difciples,  or  but  ier? 
ved  them  :  He  was  wearied  wiih  Tra* 
vels,  yet  he  gave  Heft  to  wearied  Souls. 
At  length  hiraff  If  died,  and  that  an  igno- 
minjoui  Death,  K>tmthft*nding  heraifed 
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the  Dead  by  his  Word,  and  at  length  he 
raifeth  himfelf  by  his  own  Power.  All 
this  is  included  in  this/??  have  feen  and 
bandied ;  we  faw  him  glorioufly  tranP 
figured  on  the  Mount,  where  his  Conn* 
teHance  did /bine  as  the  Sun,  and  bis 
Raiment  was  white  as  Light,  and  Two, 
the  greateft  Perfons  in  the  OldTeftamen', 
came  out  of  Heaven,  as  it  were,  to  yield 
up  the  Adminiitratioa  of  Shadows  to  his 
Subrtance.  And  we  faw  the  Heaven 
opening  in  the  Sight  of  many  Thoufands, 
and  heard  a  Teftimor.y  given  him  from 
Heaven,  This  is  my  beloved  Son*  bear 
kirn.  And  then,  when  he  was  buried, 
and  our  Hope  with  him,  we  faw  him  rifen 
again,  and  our  Hope  4id  rife  with  him, 
and  then  fome  of  us  handled  his  Sides,  to 
get  full  Perfwafion  ;  and  ail  of  us  eat  and 
drank,  and  converfed  with  him  Forty 
Days.  And  to  make  a  Period,  at  length 
we  fiw  him  afcending  up  to  Heaven,  and 
a  ClouJ  receiving  hirp  as  a  Chariot,  to 
take  him  out  of  our  Sight.  Thus,  the 
Word  was  made  Ffejh,  and  dwelt  among 
us,  and  we  have  feen  bis  Glory,  as  of 
ike  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

But  beftdes  that"  which  the  Life  and 
Death  of  Jefus  Chrift  carries  ingraven  in 
it  of  Divinity,  there  is  one  Miracle, 
which  may  be  faid  to  tranfcend  ail  that 
ever  was  done,  and  it  is  one  continued 
Wonder  fmcehis  Refurte€tion,  even  the 
Venue  and  Power  of  that  crucified  Sa- 
viour to  conquer  the  World,  by  fuch  un- 
fuitable,  yea,  contrary  Means  and  Inftru- 
tnents.  Heathenifh  Religion  was  fpread 
irideod  univerfally  through  rhe  World,  but 
that  was  not  one  Religion,  but  one  Name ; 
for  as  many  Nations,  as  many  fancied 
gods,  and  in  one  Nation  many.  And 
true  it  is,  that  Mabometamfm  hath 
fpread  it  felf  far  ;  but  by  what  Means? 
Only  by  the  Power  of  the  Sword,  and  ibe 


Terror  of  an    Empires     But  here  is  % 
Do&rine  contrary    to  all    the  receive* 
CuOoms,  and  inbred  Opinions  of  Men. 
without    any     fuch    Means     prevailing, 
throughout  the   World.     Cyrus,   wh<n 
he  was  about  to  conquer  neighbouring 
Nations,  gave  out  a  Proclamation,  If  any 
will  follow  me,  if  be  be  a  Foot-man,  I 
wHl  make  bim  an   Horfe-man,    if  be 
have  a  Pillage,  1  will  give  bim  a  City, 
if  a  Cityt  I  will  beftow  on  bim  a  Coun* 
tryt  &c.  Now  mark  how  contrary  the 
Proceeding  of  our  Lord   is .-    Go  and 
preach,  (faith   he)   repent  ye,  for  the 
KingdomofGodis  at  Hand.    Here  is 
his   Proclamation,  repent  ye.     And,  if 
any  Man  will  be  my   Difciple,  let  bint 
take  up  bis  Crofs  and  follow  me,  and 
deny    bwjelf     What    difproportioned 
Means?  And  yet  how  infinitely  greater 
Succefs  ?  Cyrus  could  not  gain  the  La» 
cedemonians  to  his  Side  for  all  that,  but 
Chrift,  though  poor,  defpifed  and  con* 
temptible,    while  afive,  and   at    length 
thought  to    ba  quite  vanquifhed  by  the 
moft  Aiamefui  Death,  when  he  is  lift  up 
upon  the  Crofs,  to  the  View  and  Re. 
proach  of  the  World,  he  draws  all  Men 
after  him.    He,  by  a  few  Fiiher-men 
not  Commanders,  nor  Orator s.perfwades 
the  World,  and  within  a  few  Years,  that 
crucified  Lord  is  adored  further  and  wider 
than  any  Empire  did  ever  ftretch  it  fclf. 
All   the  Power,  Majefty  and  Succefs  of 
Alexander,  could  never  perfwade  the 
Nations-,  no,  not  his  own  Followers  to 
adore  Urn  as  God:  But  here  one  nailed 
to  the   Crofs,   crowned    with  Thorns, 
rejefted  of  all  Men,  and  wkhtn  a  little 
Space,  adored,  worfliipped,  fuffered  for 
throughout  the  Nations,  yea,  Kings  and 
Emperors  cafting  down  their  Crowns  at 
his  Feet,  many  Thoufands  counting  it 
their  Honour  to  die  upon  that  Account. 

And 
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And  do  not  the  Trophies  of  thefe  Apo- 
ilolick  Victories  remain  to  this  Day,  in 
every  Corner  of  the  World,  after  fo  many. 
Hundred  Years,  in  fo  many  different,  and 
fo  far  diftant  Nations  ;  that  fame  Name 
preached,  and  all  Knees  bowing  to  it  ? 
Thefe  Things  considered,  how  much 
done,  and  by  Means  worfe  than  nothing, 
it  tranfceqds  all  the  Miracles  that  ever 
the  World  wondered  at.  Now,  my  Be- 
loved, thefe  Things  I  mention  for  this 
End,  that  ye  may  be  perfwaded  upon 
fure  Grounds,  that  he  who  is  preached 
unto  you,  is  God  able  to  fave  you,  and 
according  to  the  Evidence  of  thefe 
Grounds,  ye  may  believe  in  him,  and 
fiive  that  cordial  AfTent  to  thefe  everlaft* 


**s 

ingTfuihs,  and  that  welcome  Entertain- 
ment to  him.  in  your  Heart  xhat  becomes. 
I  think  certainly  there  is  very  lktie^evaa 
of  this  fciid  Affent  and  Perfwafion  of  the 
Gofpel,  .in  the  Hearts  of  the  moil  Pan  ; 
becaufe  they  take  Things  or  «Names  ra- 
ther implicitely,  and  never  ferioufly  con- 
fider  what  they  believe,  and  upon  what 
Grounds.  ;fiut  I  know  not  a  more  plea- 
fant  and  profitable-Meditation  than  this,  if 
we  would  enter  in  a  ferious  Confiderati- 
on  of  the  Truth  and  Certainty  of  thefe. 
Things  we  have  received.  O  how  would 
fuch  Evidence  open  the  Heart  to  an  en* 
tire  and  full  Cloture. with  them,  and  Ea- 
bracemem  of  them. 


SERMON    V. 

i  John  1Y3.  That  which  toe  have  feen  and  heard*  declare 
woe  unto  jieUy  that  ye  alfo  may  home  Fellow/hip  with  us* 


THere  are  many  Things  that  you  may 
defire  to  hear,  and  it  may  be  are 
ufually  fpoken  of  in  Publick,  which  the 
Generality  of  Mens  Hearts  are  more  car- 
ried after  ;  but  truly,  I  (hould  wrong  my. 
felf  and  you  both,  if  I  (hould  take  upon 
me  to  difcourfe  in  thefe  Things,  which 
it  may  be  fome  defire,  for  Direction  or 
Information  concerning.tne  Times :  For 
I  can  neither  fpeak  of  them  with  fb  much 
Certainty  of  Perfwafion  as  were  needful, 
nor  can  I  think  it  an  Advantage,  to  ihut 
out  and  exclude  this  which  theApoftle 


takes  to  declare,  as  the  chief  Subjeft  of 
his  Writing,  which  muft  needs  be,  if  fuch' 
Things  have  Place.  Therefore  I  choife 
rather  with  the  Apoftie  to  declare  this 
unto  you,  which  I  can  always  do  with 
alike  Certainty,  and  certainly  might  al- 
ways be  done  to  an  infinite  greater  .Ad- 
vantage. There  are  thefe  two  peculiar 
Excellencies  in  the  Gofpel  or  W%rd  of 
Life*  that  it  is  never  unprofitable,  nor 
unfeafonahle  ;  but  doth  contain  in  it  at  all 
Times,  the  greatejft  Advantage  to  the 
Souls  of  Men,  of  infinite  mote  Concern- 
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mem  and  Urgency,  than  any  other  Thing 
can  be  fuppofed  to  be.  And  then  we 
have  no  doubtful  Deputations  about  it;  it 
varies  not  by.  Times  andCircumftances,  it 
may  be  declared  with  the  fame  full  Aflu- 
xance  at  all  Times,  which  certainly  can 
not  be  attained  in  other  Things.  I  would 
gladly  know  what  Paul  meant,  when  he 
faidf  He  determined  to  know  nothing  but 
Jejus  Cbrift,  and  bint  crucified,  i  Cor. 
ii.  2.  and  tbatbe  counted  all  Drofs  and 
Dung  to  ibe  fuper-excellent  Knowledge 
ofjefus  Cbrift,  Phil.  iii.  8.  Sure  it  muft 
amount  to  lb  much  at  Jeart,  that  this 
fhould  be  the  ordinary  Subject  of  the  Mi 
niilers  of  the  Gofpel,  fince  they  are  the 
s7. Ambaffaters  ofjefus  Chrift,  not  the  Ora- 
~  tors  of  the  State.  Should  not  all  other 
Things  be  thought  impertinent  and  tri- 
vial in  refpedit  of  this,  the  Salvation  of 
-  Sinners?  And  what  hath  a  Connexion 
with  that,  but  Jefus  Gbrift,  and  the 
Word  of  Life* 

But  though  this  be  the  mod  pleafant 
and  profitable  fubjeft,  yet  I  fear,  tharfew 
rf  them  who  pretend  a  Calling  to  this 
Lmbaflage,  are  thus  qualified  and  dilpof- 
ed  to  fpeak  and  declare  it,  as  the  Apoftle 
imports,  7%at  wbicb  we  have  beard  and 
feen,  &c.  It  is  true,  there  was  fomething 
extraordinary  in  this,  becaule  they  were 
to  be  fir  A  Publishers  of  this  Doctrine,  and 
to  wreftle  againft  the  Rebellion  of  Mens 
Hearts,  and  the  Idolatry  and  Superftition 
of  the  World  :  Yea,  to  undertake  iuch  a 
Work,  as  to  fubdue  all  Nations  by  the 
preaching  of  a  crucified  Man  to  them, 
which  feemed  to  Reafon,  the  moft  defpe- 
rate  and  impoflible  Employment  ever  gi- 
ven or  taken.  Therefore  it  behoved 
them  to  be  the  Eye  and  Ear  Witneffes  of 
his  Do&rine,  Life,  Miracles,  and  all; 
that  being  themfelves  perfuaded  beyond 
all  the  Degrees  of  Certainty  thatReafoa 


can  afford,  they  might  be  the  more  con- 
fident and  able  to  convince  and  perfuade 
others.  But  yet  there  is  fomething  that 
holds  b;  good  "Proportion,  that  he  that  I 
declares  this  ;ternal  Life  to  others,  mould  "T 
be  well  acquainted  with  it  himfdf.  He 
tb«  preaches  Jefus  Chrift,  mould  fir  ft  be 
converlant  with  him,  and  become  his 
Difciple  and  Follower,  before  they  can 
with  any  Fruit  become  Teachers  of  o- 
thers.  Therefore  the  Apoftles,  ^ets  i. 
cboofctb  out  one  that  bad  been  witb  them 
from  the  Beginning,  gone  in  and  out 
mtb  tbem,  Jeen  and  beard  all.  O !  how 
incongruous  is  it  for  many  of  us,  to  take 
upon  us  to  declare  this  unto  others,  which 
I  fear,  lew  can  fay  they  have  heard  and 
feen  in  a  fpiritual  Manner,  aod  handled  by 
Experience?  No  Queftion,  it  prevails  u. 
fualiy  moft  with  the  Heart,  that  comes 
from  the  Heart.  Affection  is  the  Fire . 
that  is  moft  fuitable  to  fet  A/Tetfion  on 
Flame.  It  is  a  great  Addition  to  a  Man's 
Power  and  Virtue  of  perfuading  others, 
to  hare  a  full  Perfuafion  fettled  in  his 
own  Heart  concerning  thefc  Things. 
Now  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  there 
is  fo  little  of  this,  and  fo  few  carries  the 
Evidence  on  their  Hearts  and  Ways,  that 
they  hare  been  with  Jefus,  converlant  in 
his-Company.  I  cannot  fay,  but  the  Or- 
dinances, that  carry  their  Worth  and 
Dignity  from  God,  and  not  ftmai  Men, 
ftxxild  be  notwithftanding  precious  to 
your  Hearts ;  and  that  ffbrd  tf  Life, 
however,  and  by  whomibever  fent,  to 
you  it  be  fpoken,  it  fhould  be  fudubly  re- 
ceived withGladnefs  of  Heart.  But  I  con- 
fefs,  there  is  much  of  the  Succefs  difap- 
pointed,  by  the  undatable  Carriage  and 
Difpoution  of  Inftrumenis,  which  (Might  to 
be  mourned  under,  as  the  greateft  Judg- 
ment of  this  Nation.. 
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Two  Principles  hath  afted  this  divine 
Apeftle,  the  exceeding  Love  of  bis  Ma- 
tter, for  he  loved  much,  as  he  was  much 
beloved;  and  this  carries  him  on  all  Oc- 
casions to  give  fo  hearty  a  Teftimony  to 
him,  as  you  fee,  Job.  xxi.  24.  he  cha- 
ra&erizeth  himfelf,  or  circumfcribes  his 
own  Name  thus  ;  3TW  is  the  Dijctple 
that  teftifietb  tbefe  Things,  and  wrote 
tbefe  Things,  and  we  know  bis  Teftimo- 
ny is  true.    Where  that  divine  Love, 
which  is  but  the  Refult  and  Overflowing 
of  the  Love  Chrift  carries  to  us,  fills  the 
Heart :  This  makes  the  fweeteft  Vent, 
and  moft  fragrant  Opening  of  the  Mouth, 
whether  in  Difcourfe,  or  in  Prayer,  or 
Preaching  than  can  be.    .0  bow  it  per- 
fumes all  the  Commendation  of  Chrift  ; 
Peter,  loveft  tbou  me  ?  Peed  my  Sheep. 
Thefe  have  a  natural  Connexion  together, 
the  Love  of  Chrift  in  the  Heart,  and  the 
affectionate  hearty  ferious  Declaration  of 
him  toothers.     And  then,  another  Prin- 
ciple hath  moved  him,  the  Love  of  others 
Salvation.    Tbefe  firings  /declare,  that 
ye  nay  have  Fflhwjbip  wttb  us ;  find- 
ing in  his  own  Experience  how  happy  he 
was,  what  a  Pearl  he  bad  -found,  how  rare 
a  Jewel,  eternal.  Zife,  he  cannot  hide  it, 
but  proclaims  ir.    Hh  nest  Wifh  is,  at>w 
fmce  I  am  thus  bleflfed,  Othar  alf*the 
World  knew,  and  would  come  and  (hare 
with  me ;  I  fee  that  unexhaufted  Foun- 
tain of  Life,   that  imemptfcbie  Sea  of 
Goodnefs,  that  infinite  Fulnefc  of  Grace 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  that  I,  and  you,  S^A  aft 
that  will,  may  come  and  be  fatisfied,  and 
nothing  diminifoed.     There  is  that  im- 
xnenfe  Fulnefs  in  fpi ritual  Things,  that 
Superabundance,  and  infinite  Exceft  over 
our  Neceflities,  that  they  may  be  enjoyed 
by  many,  by  ail,  without  Envy  or  Dif 
content,  withour  Prejudice  to  one  ano- 
thers  Fulnefs,   which  the  Scantneftantf 


Meandefs  of  created  Things  cannot  ad- 
mit. I  believe,  if  Minifters  or  Chriftt- 
ans  did  tafte  of  this,  and  had  Accefs  into 
it  to  fee  it,  and  blefs  therafelves  in  it ;  if 
they  might  enter  into  this  Treafury,  or 
convert  into  this  Company,  they  would 
henceforth  carry  themfelves  as  thole  who 
pity  the  World,  and  companionate  Mao* 
kind.  A  Man  that  were  acquainted  with 
this  that  is  in  Chrift,  would  not  find  Ms 
Heart  eafily  ftirred  up  to  Envy,. or  pto- 
vocked  uppn  others  Prosperity  or  Exal- . 
tarion,  but  rather  he  would  be  con/train- 
ed to  commiferate  all  others,  that  they 
will  not  know  nor  confider  wherein  they: 
own  true  Tranquility  and  abfolute  Satif- 
fatfionrconfifts.  He  that  is  lifted  up  td 
this  blefled  Society,  to  converfe  wlA 
God,  were  it  not  for  the  Compaflbnand 
Mercy  he  owes  to  miferable  Mankind, 
he  might  lajgh  at  the  Folies  and  Vanities 
of  the  World,  as  we  do  at  Children. 
But  as  the  fff*«f  9f  *«*«;  the  affectionate 
kind  Love  our  Saviour  carried  re  humaa 
Nature,  made  him  often  groan  and'figb 
for  hi*  Advtfflries,  aud'weep  oter  J*-' 
rqfitfem,- albeit  his  own  Jtiy  wfc*  ffltf, 
without  Ebbr:  So  itf  icntfe  Meafure  a 
Chriftian  learns  of  Chrift  to  be  a  Lover 
and  Pitier*  of  Mankfad,  and '  then  to  be 
moved  with  Compaffion  towards  other4*, 
when  we  have  fbiieft  Joy  andSarisfiftteA 
our  fe Ives.  O  that  we  might  be  persuad- 
ed" to  fe"ek  after  th'efe  Things  which  may 
be  gotten  and  kept  without  Clamour  add 
Contention,  about  which  there  needs  be 
no  Strife  nor  Envy.  O  !  feek  that  Hap- 
pinefs  in  Fellowihipwith  God,  which; 
having  attained,  you  lack  nothing  but  that 
others  may  be*  as  happy.  - 

Tbefe  Things  I  declare,  that  ye  may 

bave  Fejlowfblp  with  us.    Oh"!  that 

Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  might  fay  fo,  and 

might  from  their  own  Experience  invite 

C  c  c  ethers 


388 


SERMON     V. 


others  to  partake  with  them,  as  P*ul 
reauefts  others  to  be  Follower  j  of  him, 
as  be  Was  of  Cbrift;  to  thele  who  fac- 
ceedP«/inthisEmbafligeofReconciI|- 
atioo,  and  ire  fent  to  call  to  the  Feaft, 
in^  upon  good  Ground  in  terpofe  their 
own  Ejperience  thus.  O !  come  and  eat 
widi  us  s  0 1 1  come  and  (hare  with  u*, 
-  Jfac  it  wUl  fcffice  us  all  without  Divifion. 
*    when  fome  get  into  the  Favour  of  great 
'and eminent  Perfons,  and  have- the  Ho* 
aonr  to  be  their  Companions,,  they  will 
fee   very  loath  to  invite  promifcuoufly 
'  tifersto  that  Dignity,  this  Society  would 
taget  Compdiiion^nd  Emulation.    But. 
O  t  of  how  'difierent  a  Nature  is  this 
Fellowfoip?  which  whafoever  is  exalted 
So,  he  bath  no  other  Grief;  but  that  Us 
foor  Brethren  and  Felkm<teatures  d- 
.    iter  know  not;  or  willnot  be  fo  happy : 
Therefore  he  will  always  be  about  the  de- 
claring of  this  to  others*    But  ifMinifters 
cannot  ufe  frcb  an  Expr*ffioo  to  invite 
yootothcirFdfowlhiAyetlbdeechyou, 
Seloved  in  die  Lord,kt  all  of  jus  he  hece 
hvfcedby  the  Apoftle  to  partake  of  that, 
which  will  not  grieve  y6u  to  have  Fellows 
'  nirfQwipank»s  into/but  rather  add  to 

JbttfContentmenu  ' 

Moreover  this  may  be'reprefcnmd  to 
-j«*  chat  ye  are  hinted  toifae  very  Com- 
wmkon  wkhthe  Afofttas,  the  lemeft  and 
:  q**ac£t  amwgftyoubath  this  high  D«- 
nlQr.  in  your  (Met,  to  be  FeBowdtitens 
with  the  Saints,  with  the  eminent  Pillars 
rfldie  Church,  die  Apoftks.  T 

kmirfbtbe  thought  by  the  moftFart 
of  CShriftians,  who  ae  more  obfcure, 
tittle  known,  and  ahnoft  defiafed  in  the 
World*  that  they  migik  not  have  lb  near 
Agcefs  into  the  Court  of  this  great  King : 
Some  would  think  ihefe  wtio  continued 
*wi|n  him  in  hb  Temptations,  who  wait- 
td  on  tyj  owii  Petfcn,  and  were  made 


Tucfa  glorious  foftrumenfs  of  the  Reoota* 
oon  of  the  World,  ftould  have  lane 
great  Preference  to  all  others,  and  be  ad- 
wnedintotheFellowftipof  the  Father 
*d  *l*  &m,  beyond  others  ;  even  as. 


««V  would  think,  that  Chrifis  Mother 
and  KmJben  in  the  Flefo.  foould  have 
^5""*tfv«ttl  Privileges  beyond  al*    ' 
taFoOowea.    But,  Oi  the  wonderful 
MyOe^yof  the  efuaU  free,  andirrefpec- 

ir  n,?°S9mat  rf  #•  Grac«ofthe  Go- 
JellaOirift  Jefiisl  Neither  iond  nor 

\£"\™toarcumctfin  nor  Uncir- 
cumcffion.    There  is  one  common  SaU 

]££f  •i?le.t*r-  *  >■"*«  *  row** 

A^m  Tlt'  Vt  ** if  "  «»*»» 
Apoftle*  »  PWtors,  to  People,  *,  *, 

WvJbaUbetUveinbUMme'.fb  / 
that:  the  pooreft  and  meaneft  Creatine  i*  f 
not  eluded  ftom  the  highea  Privitee* 
Pf  Apo|te.    We  haw  thar  to  glory  i* 
£_ "-"Uch  Asm/  gloried,  that  is,  the  - 
(tystfCbnft.    Webavethefime  As    « 
cefif^by  the  lame  Spirit,  unto  the  Father* 
weAave  the  fame  Advocate  to  plead  for 
2*  **  ftf«  Blood  to  ciy  foruMhefame 
«ope  of  the  fame  Inheritance  In  a  Word 
ware  baptized  into  one  Both,  and  for 
the  Efientials  and  chief  SubflanriaJa  of 
Privilege  and  Comfort,  the  Head  equally 
teUts  alLthe  Members.    Yea,  the  A- 
pofijes,  though  they  had  fome  peculiar 
Gifts  and  Privileges  beyond  others,  yet 
they  were  forbidden  to  rejoice  in  thefe* 
but  rather  in  theft  which  were  common 
to  thefcwith  other  Saints.  Rejoice  not 
(fid*  Chrift)  that  the  Sprits  are  fubjett 
unto  joUtbutratber  rejoice beeatfc  your 
liames  are  written  in  Heaven,  Lukex. 
so.  The  Height  and  Depth  of  this  drowna 
all  other  Differences. 

Now,  my  Beloved,  what  can  be  more 
laid  for  our  Comfort?  Would  you  be  an     )- 
happy  as  jW*.  u  htefled  at  FenUt     ' 

Woutt 
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Would  you  think  your  felves  well,  if  it 
were  poflible,  to  be  in  as  near  Relation 
and  Communion  with  Chrift  as  his  Mo- 
ther and  Brethren  ?  Truly,  that  is  not 
only  poflible,  but  it  is  holden  out  to  you, 
and  you  are  requested  to  embrace  the  Of- 
fer, and  come  and  (hare  with  them.  He 
that  bearetb  nq  Words  and  doth  them, 
the  fame  is  my  Mother  t  and  Sifter*  and 
Brother  :  You  (hall  be  as  dear  to  him  as 
his  deareft  Relations,  if  you  believe  in  him. 
and  receive  his  Sayings  in  your  Heart. 
Do  not  then  entertain  jealous  and  fufpici- 
ous  Thoughts,  becaule  you  are  not  like 
ApofUes  or  fucb  holy  Men  as  are  re- 
corded in  Scripture?  If  you  forlake  not 
your  own  Mercy,  you  may  have  Fellow- 
(hip  with  them  in  that  which  they  account 
their  chiefeft  Happinefs.  There  is  no 
Difference  of  Quality  or  Condition,  no 


Diftance  of  other  Things,  can  hinder 
your  Communion  with  them.  There  are 
feveral  Sizes  and  Growths  of  ChrifHans* 
both  in  Light  and  Grace,  fome  have  er 
traordinary  Raptures  and  Extafies  of  Toy 
andSweetnels;  others  attain  not  to  mat; 
but  are  rather  kept  in  Attendance  and  * 
Waiting  on  God  in  his  Ways ;  but  all  of 
them  have  one  common  Salvation ;  as  the 
higheft  have  fome  Fellowfoip  with  the 
lowed  in  his  Infirmities ;  fo  the  loweft 
hath  Fellowtoip  with  the  higbeft  in  his 
Privileges.  Such  is  the  infinite  Goodneft 
of  God,  that  which  is  abfelutely  neceOi- 
ry,  and  moft  important  either  to  Soul  or 
Body,  is  made  more  uniferfal,  both  in  Na- 
ture and  Grace^  as  the  common  Light  of 
the  Sun  to  all,  and  the  Sun  of  Righteouf 
nefs  too,  in  an  impartial  Way,  Alining  00 
all  them  that  come  to  him. 
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Job.  i.  3.  —  "And  truly  our  Fellouofkip  is  tuith  the 
Father  and  the  Son>  &c 


IT  was  both  the  great  Wifdom  and  in- 
finite Goodneft  of  God,  that  he  did  not 
only  frame  a  Creature  capatte  of  Socie- 
ty with  others  of  his  own  Kind,  but  that 
befafluoned  him  lb,  as  to  be  capable  of  (b 
high  an  Elevation,  to  have  Communion 
and  Feflowdiip  with  himfeif ;  it  is  Jefs 
Wonder  of  Angels,  becaule  they  are  pure 
incorporeal  Spirits,  drawing  towards  a 
nearer  Likenefi  to  his  Nature,  which  Si- 
attitude  i$  the  Grauod^of  Communion ; 


but  that  he  would  have  one  of  the  material 
and  vifible  Creatures  below,  that  for  the 
one  Half  is  made  of  the  Duft  of  the 
Earth,  advanced  to  this  unconceivable 
Height  of  Privilege,  to  have  Fellowflup 
with  him :  This  is  a^reater  Wonder;  and 
for  this  End  he  breathed  into  Man  a  Spi- 
rit from  Heaven,  that  might  be  capable  of 
Conformity  and  Communion  with  him, 
who  is  the  Father  of  Spirits.  Now 
take  this  ia  the  plained  Apprehenfion  of 
C  c  c  %       v  k, 


ay 

it,  and  you  canaot  but  w*  eive  chat  thi* 
Ubotk  the  Honour  and  &Vf»ne<s  of  Man. 
fcisHaaour  and  Dignity,  I  fty.  becaufc 
die  Nature  of  that  confifts  in  the  Appfeufc 
«d4  Efti  nation  of  thole  that  are  worthy, 
ia&fed  oae  Way  or  another,  aad  the 
fagieft  Decrees  of  it  rife  according  to  the 
Degree  or  Dignity  of  the  Perfons  <b*  e- 
Aecm  ut.  or  five  us  their  FeUowgiip  and 
Jfevour.  Now  uuly .according  tothURute 
ifae  Honour  is  incomparable,,  and  the  Cre- 
dit rifeth  infinitely  *ove  ail  the  airy  and 
fincied  Dignities  of  Men ;  (qt  the  Foot- 
fool  to  be  derated  up  to  the  Throne, 
ffethe  poor  contemptible  Creature  to  be 
lifted  up  to  the  Society  and  Friend&ip  of 
ibe  moft  high  and  glorious  God.  th*  only 
Fountain  of  all  the  Hieraichifsof  Heaven. 
of  Degrees  upon  Earth ;  So  much  as  the 
Diftance  is  between  God  and  us.  to  much 
proportionally  muft  the  Dignity  rife,  to  be 
advanced  out  of  this  low  Eftate  to  Fef- 
lowftup  with  God.  The  Diftance  between 
Creatures  is  not  obfervable  in  regard  of 
this,  and  yet  poor  Worms  fwell,  if#either 
they  be  lifted  up  a  little  above  others,  or 
advanced   to  Familiarity  with  thefe  th*t 
are  above  them.     But  what  is  it  to  pride 
«ur  felves  in  thefe  Things?    When  we 
are  altogether,  higher  and  loWer,  at  one 
View,   as  Grafshoppers   in   his  Sight; 
therefore  Man  being  in  Honour,  and 
understanding    not    wherein    his    true 
Honour  and  Dignity  coofifts,  he  aflociates 
himfeJf  to  Beafts  »  only  the  Soul,  that  is 
afpiring  to  this  Communion  with  God,  is 
cxtra&ed  out  of  the  Dregs  of  heaftly 
Mankind,  and   is  elevated  above  Man- 
kind, and  afibcwted  to  bJeifed  Apoftles, 
tyxi  holy  Angels,  and  Spirits  made  perfeA  : 
And  that  were  but  little,  though  it  be  * 
Honour  above  Regal  or  Imperial  Digni- 
ties;, but  it  i*  infinitely  beightned  by  this. 
tfo  their  Affectation  .is  with  God,   the, 
itemed  and  boly  Trinity* 
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Now  hsrein,  confiAs  Mans  Happinefi 
too,  for  the  Soul  being  ialarged  in  its  Ca- 
pacity and  Appetite,  far  beyond  all  rifible 
Things,  it  is  newer  fully  fatiated.  or  put 
to  Reft  and  Quiet,  till  it  he  poflefled  with 
the  cbiefeft  and  moftuniverial  Good,  that 
is.  God  i  and   then  all    the    Motions 
of  Defuses  cede,  then     the  Soul  itfts 
from  ils  Labours,  then  there  is  a  Peace 
and  eternal  Reft  proclaimed  in  the  De- 
fires  of  the  Soul,  Return  unto  tby  Reft, 
Q  mf  Soul, forth?  Lord batb  dealt  boun- 
tifulfymtbme,¥bl.  citfh  7.    O?  what 
a  poor  than  Requiem  do  Men  fing  to 
their  own    Hearts  from  other  Enjoy- 
ments ?  Oftend/ncs  Mens  Hearts,  whc 
iher  dreaming  or  waking,  fpeak  in  this ; 
Manner,  Soul  take  tby  Reft  ;  but  how  ill 
grounded  is  that  Peace,  and  how  falfe  a 
Reft,  drily  Experience  in  part  witneffeth, 
and  the  laft  Day  will  fully  declare  ?  But, 
O  !  how  much  better  and  wiier  were  it 
for  you  to  feek  the  Favour  and  Light  of 
his  Countenance  upon  you,  and  to  be  u- 
nited  to  Wni  who  is  the  Fountain  of  Life, 
fo  ye  might  truly,  without  Hazard  of 
of  fuch  a  lad  Reprehension  as  that  Fool 
got,    or  grievous   Difeppointment,   lay, 
Soul  take  tby  Reft  in  God. 

Man  was  advanced  to  this  Dignity  and 
Happtnefs,  but  he  kept  not  his  Station, 
for  that  great  Dragon  falling  down  from 
that  Pinacle  of  Honour  he  had  in  Heaven, 
drew  down  witb  him  lb*  third  Part  of 
the  Stars  of  Heaven*  and  cajt  them  to 
the  Eartb :  And  thus,  Man  who  was  in 
Honour,  is  now  aflbciated  with,  and 
made  like  to  BeaAs  of  Devils  ;  he  is  a 
Stranger  te  God  from  the  Womb,  all  the 
Imaginations  pf  his  Heart  tend  to  Dif 
ttnce  from  God,  be  is  exiled  and  bani- 
ihed  from  God's  Pretence,   the  Type 

wher* 
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whereof  was  his  being  driven  out  of  the 
Garden;  and  yet  he  is  no;  long  out,  nor 
far  away,  when  the  infinite  J*ove  of  God, 
moves  a  Embaflage  to  fend  after  him 
and  to  recall  him  ;  many  Meflengers  are 
fent  before-hand  eo  prepare  the  Way,  and 
to  difpofe  Mens  Hearts  to  Peace ;  many 
Prophafi-s  were,  and  Fore-intimations  of 
ihar  great  Enahaflagfr  of  Love,  which  at 
length  appeared  ;  for  Cod  fent  bis  Son, 
bis  own  Son;  to  take  away  the  Difference, 
and  make  up  the  Diftance.  And  this  is 
the  Thing  that  i$  declared  unto  OS  by 
thefe  Eye  and  Ear-witnefles,  to  this  fend 
that  we  may  kr*ow  how  to  return  to  that 
Wefled  Society  which  we  had  fbrfiken,  to 
our  own  eternal  Prejudice.  Is  Man  ba- 
nilhed  out  of  the  Paradtie  of  God  into  the 
accurfed  Earth  ?  Then  the  Son  is  fent  out 
from  his  own  Palace  and  the  Paradile  a- 
bove,  to  come  into  this  World,  and  to 
lave  the  World.  Is  thefe  fuch  a  Gulf  be- 
tween us  and  Heaven  ?  Cbrift  hath  put 
his  own  Body  between,  to  fill  it  up. 
Do  the  Gherubims  watch  with  flaming 
Fire  to  keep  us  from  Life?  Then  the 
Son  hath  (bed  his  own  Blood  in  Abun 
dance,  to  quench  that  Fire,  and  (b  to 
pacify  and  compofe  all  in  Hearen  and 
Earth.  Is  there  fuch  Odds  and  Enmity 
between  the  Families  of  Heaven  and  Earth? 
He  fent  his  Son  the  chief  Jrfeir,  and  mar- 
ried him  with  our  Nature,  and  in  that  e> 
ternal  Marriage  pf  our  Nature  with  him, 
be  hath  buried  in  everlafting  Oblivion  all 
the  Difference,  and  opened  a  Way  for  a 
nearer  and  dearer  Frieodfhip  with  God 
than  was  before.  And  whence  was  k,  I 
pray  you,  that  God  dwelt  among  Men  ? 
firft  in  a  Tabernacle,  then  in  a  fixed 
Temple,  even  apong  the  rebellious  Sons 
of  Men  ;  and  that  fo  many  were  admit- 
ted and  advanced  again  to  Communion 
wkb  God »  uihrabaatbad  the  Honour  to 


__m 

be  the  Friend  of  God,  (  O  incomparable 
Title !  comprehending  more  than  King 
or  Emperor  )  Was  it  not  all  from  this, 
the  anticipating  Venue  of  that  imitiag 
and  peace-making  Sacrifice?  It  was  for 
his  Sake  who  was  to  come,  and  in  hk 
Flcfli  to  lay  a  fiire  Foundation  for  otr* 
nal  Peace  and  Friendfhip  between  G*d 
and  Mao, 

Now  you  fte  the  Ground  of  our  Rfe- 
ftiturion  to  chat  primitive  Fello wfbip  With 
God,  my  earneft  Defire,  is  that  ye  would 
lay  Hold  on  this  Opportunity.    Is  fuch  an< 
high  Thing  in  your  Offer  ?  Yea,  are  yew 
earner! ly  invited  to  it  by  the  Fathered 
the  &fl?Then  fure  it  might  at  the  firitlieir- 
iag  beget  fome  inward  Defire,  and  kindle* 
up  fome  holj  Ambition  after  fuch  a  H*p- 
pinefi.    Before  we  know  further  what 
is  in  it,  (for  the  very  firft  Sound  of  it  im- 
ports fome  fpecial  and  incomparable  Pri- 
vilege) might  not  our  Hearts  be  inflamed!,, 
and  ought  we  not  to  enquire  at  our  owa> 
Hearts,  and  fpeak  thus  unto  them,,  Have; 
I  lived  fo  long  a  Stranger  to  God  the* 
Fountain  of  my  Life  ?    Am  I  fo  far  be- 
witched with  the  deceitful  Vanities  oftbr 
World,  as  not  to  think  it  incomparably 
better,  to  rife  up  above  all  created  Thing* 
to  communicate  With  the  Father  and  the 
Son  ?    And  Jbail  I  go  hence  Without  God' 
and   without  Chrift*   when  Fellow JMp< 
with  them  is  daily,  freely,  and  plentiful^* 
bolden  forth?    I  befeech  you  confider 
where  it  rauft  begin,  and  what  muftbt 
laid  down  for  the  Foundation^  this  Coft*- 
munion,    even  your  Union    with  Jeftt  . 
Chrift  the  Mediator  between  God  and 
Man  ;  and  you  cannot  be  one  witbbUa, 
but  by  forfakingyour  feltea,  and  believ- 
ing in  him  ;  and   thence  tews  t bar  coo* 
itant  Abode  and  Dwelling  in  him,  which 
is  the  mutual  lowrtakMtwat  of  Chrift  audi 
a  Sou),  after  their  Meeting  topftber..awn 
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rwo  walk  together  except  tbey  be  agreed  ? 
We  are  by  Nature  Enemies  to  God ; 
Now  certainly  Reconciliation  and  Agree- 
ment muft  interveen  by  the  Blood  of  the 
Crofs,  before  any  friendly  and  familiar 
Society  be  kept.  Let  this  then  be  your 
firft  Study,  and  it  is  firrt  declared  in  the 
Gofpel*  Jefiis  Chrift  is  holden  out  as  par- 
taking with  you  in  all  your  Infirmities, 
be  is  reprefented  as  haying  Fellowship 
with  us  in  our  Sins  and  Curies,  in  our 
Afflictions  and  Crofles,  he  hath  Fellow- 
Aip  in  our  Nature  to  bear  our  Sins  and 
Infirmities.  Now,  fince  he  hath  partaken 
in  thefe,  you  are  invited  to  come  and 
bare  Fellowfhip  with  him  in  his  Gifts  and 
Graces*  in  the  precious  Merits  of  his 
Death  and  Suffering,  in  hk  rifing  again 
and  returning  to  Glory,  And  this  is  the 
Exchange  he  makes  and  declares  in  the 
XSofpel,  I  hare  taken  your  Sins  and  Curies, 
t)  come  and  take  my  Graces,  and  that 
which  is  purchafed  by  my  Blood.  Now 
this  is  the  firft  Beginning  of  a  Soul's  re- 
newed Fellowship  with  God,  and  it  is  the 
Foundation  of  all  that  is  to  come,  to  im- 
tnrace  this  Offer,  to  accept  him  cordially 
as  he  is  prefented,  and  to  pacifie  and 
quiet  our  t>wn  Hearts  by  Faith  in  that  he 
fcath  done.  And  this  being  once  laid 
down  as  the  Ground-Hone,  the  Soul  will 
grow  up  into  more  Communion  with 
him. 

To  fpeak  aright  of  this  Communion 
would  require  more  Acquaintance  with  it, 
than  readily  will  be  found  amongft  us : 
But  it  is  more  eafy  to  underftind  in  what 
it  "is  exercifed  and  intertained,  than  to 
bring  up  our  Hearts  unto  it.  Certainly 
It  muft  neither  be  taken  fo  low  and  wide, 
as  if  it  confined  all  in  thefe  extern*!  Du- 
ties, and  Approaches  of  Men  to  God; 
iot  there  is  nothing  capable  of  Com- 
mwoa  with  the  Faiker  of  Spirits,  but 


a  Spirit ;  and  fure  I  am,  the  moft  Pa" 
of  us  removes  them,  and  afts  little  thit 
Way.  It  is  a  lamentable  Thing  that  Mem 
pretend  to  pleafe  God  with  fuch  vain  em- 
pty Shows,  and  bodily  Appearances,  with- 
out any  ferious  Ezercife  of  their  Souls, 
and  Attention  of  their  Minds  in  divine 
Worlhip.  Neither  yet  muft  it  be  taken 
fo  high^  and  made  fo  narrow,  as  if  it  eon- 
fiflcd  only  in  thefe  Raviihments  of  the 
Soul  after  God.  which  are  joined  with 
eitraordinary  Sweetnefs  and  Joy,  or  in 
fuch  rare  Pieces  of  Accefs  and  Liberty  ; 
for  though  that  be  a  Part  of  it,  yet  is  it 
fieitber  univerfal  to  all  God's  Children* 
nor  yet  conftant  in  any.  There  may  be 
fome  folid  ferious  Attendance  on  God  in 
his  Ordinances,  which  may  have  more 
true  fubftantial  Life  in  it,  and  more  of 
the  MaiTow  of  Chriftianity  tn  it,  though 
a  Soul  Qtould  not  be  acquainted  with 
thefe  Raptures,  nor  ever  carried  without 
the  Line  of  an  equal  walking  with  God. 
Therefore  that  which  I  wot/Id  exhort  you 
to,  is  to  acquaint  your  felves  with  Jefus 
Gbrift,  and  you  (hall  find  a  new  Way  o- 
pened  in  him,  ly  which  you  may  boldly 
come  to  God,  and  having  come  to  God 
in -him,  you  are  called  .to  wall^withhhn, 
to  intertain  that  Acquaintance  that  is  made, 
till  all  the  Diftance  and  Eftrangednefs 
of  your  Hearts  be  worn  out.  And  I 
know  not  any  Thing  which  is  more  apt, 
either  to  beget  or  preferve  this  Fellow- 
ship, than  the  Communication  of  your 
Spirits  often  with  him  in  Prayer,  and 
with  his  Word  in  Meditation  ;  and  this  is 
not  to  be  difcharged  as  a  Cuftora,  but  the 
Love  of  God  within,  drawii?g  the  Heart 
willingly  towards  Communication  with 
him,  and  containing  to  pour  out  your  Re- 
quells  to  him, and  waiu^n  him, even  though 
ye  Ihould  not  find  tnat  feni\b!e  Sweetnefs 
that  fometimes  is  found.  It  were  an  hap- 
py 
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py  Advancement  in  this  Fellowship,  if 
Converfe  with  God,  whether  in  Prayer 
and  folemn  Retirements,  or  in  Meditati- 
on, or  in  our  ordinary  Walking,  were 
become  the  Delight  of  our  Hearts,  at  ieafi 
that  they  might  be  carried  that  Way  to- 
wards tbe  iotejtaioing  the  Thoughts  of 


hisMajefty,  his  Glory,  and  Grace,  and 
Goodoefs,  and  Wifdom  fhining  every* 
where,  as  from  a  natural  Inftinct,  even 
when  we  arc  not  ingaged  with  the  prefent 
Allurements  of  that  Sweetneis  that  fome- 
times,  accompanies  iu 


SER  M  ON    VII. 

i  John  u  3,  4.  —  And  truly  our  Fettimjhipismththe 
Father >  and  tvith  hit  Son  Jefus  ChriJL  And  thtf* 
Things  write  we  untoj!ony  that  jour  Joy  may  bejulL 


IT  was  Sin  that  did  firft  break  off  that 
Fellowship  that  was  between  God 
and  Man,  and  cut  off  that  blefled  Soci- 
ety, in  which  the  Honour  and  Happinefs 
of  Man  confuted  ;  but  that  fundamental 
Bond  beine  loofed,  it  hath  likewife  un- 
tyed  all  the  Links  of  Society  of  Men  a- 
niong  themfelves,  and  made  iuch  a  gene- 
ral Difperfion  and  Diffipation  of  Mankind, 
that  they  are  almoft  like  wild  Beafts,  rag- 
ing up  and  down  ;  and  in  this  wilder  than 
Beafts,   that  they  devour    one  another, 
which  Beafts  do  not  in  their  own  Kiqd  ; 
and  they  are  like  Fifties  of  the  Sea,  with- 
out Rule    and   Government.     Though 
*  there  be  fome  Remnants  of  a  focjable  In- 
clination in  all  Men,  that  (hews  it  fcifin 
their  Combinings.  in  Societies,  and  erect- 
ing Governments;  yet  generally  that  whkh 
is  the  true  Bond  and  Ligament  of  Men, 
which  aione  can  truly  knit  them  together, 
is  broken,  that  is  Love,  the   Love  of 
Gel  and  our  Neighbour  j  ?    And  there 


fire  notwithffending  ofall  the  Means  tiff- 
ed to  reduce,  and  to  contain  Mankind  in 
Order  and  Harmony  by  Government; 
yet  there  are  nothing  but  continual  Rents; 
Diftra£tions>  Diflipations,  Dmfions,  an4 
DuTolutionsin  Common-wealths  amongft 
themfelves*  and  between  Nations ;  fo  that 
all  Men  may  be  represented  as  Lions* 
Tigers,  Wolves,  Serpents,  and  fuch  like; 
unfociabJe  Creatures,  till  the  GolpeKcome 
to  tame  and  fubdue  them,  as  it  is  ofte*. 
holdenout  in  the  Prophets,  #ai\  iL  4.  and 
»•  6,  7,  8.  and  kv.  25.. 

Now  indeed  you  have  here  the  expreft 
End  and  Purpofe  of  the  Gofpel,  to  make 
up  tbefe  two  great  Breaches  in  the  Cret-  J~ 
ture,  between  God  and  Men*  and  between  T" 
Men  and  Men.  It  is  a  Gofpel  of  Peace; 
where  ever  it  takes  Hold  of  Mens  Spirirs.. 
it  reduceth  all  to  a  peaceable  Temper, 
joins  them  to  God,  andoneto  another  * 
For  the  very  Sum  and  Subrtance  of  it  i» 
the  Love  of  God  to  Mankind,  and  pro- 
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Sfed  for  this  End,  to  engage  the  Love  of 
an  agpin  ;  and  Love  is  the  Glew,  the 
Cement  that  alone  will  conjoin  Hearts 
unto  this  Eellowlhip.  lx  is  arrange  Thing, 
and  much  to  be  lamented,  that  Christen- 
dom (hould  be  a  Field  of  Blood,  an 
^iceldbma*  beyond  other  Places  of  the 
World :  That  where  the  Gofpel  is  pre- 
tended to  be  received,  that  Men  have  fo 
ftr  put  off  even  Humanity,  as  thus  to 
bite  and  devour,  one  another.  Certainly 
it  is,  becaufe  where  it  is  preached,  it  is 
not  believed  :  Therefore,  Sin  taketb 
Occq/wn  by  it  to  become  the  morejinful  > 
always  let  us  'take  heed  to  this,  that  it  is 
the  great  Purpofe  and  grand  Defign  of  the 
<SofpeJ  preached  tow,  to  reftore  us  to  a 
Mefltd  Society  and  Fellowfhip  with  the 
Father,  and  wtfbal,  to  a  fweet  Fellow- 
ihip  amongft  our  felves  ;  for  both  you 
fe  are  here. 

We  are  called  toFeUawfeip  wttktbe 
Fatter*  and.  what  is  that?  Bui  to  have 
*be  Father  of  ouf  Lord  Jtfiis  Cbrift-tbjr 
Father,  and  thou  to  be  hUSo*  by  Adop- 
WQ  of  Grace;  It  is  certainly  the:  very 
Marrow  aad&rtraft  of  the  whole  Covet 
mot,  and  all  the  Prom  ifes  thereof,  l-viH 
ieyow  Father,  and  ye  Jbail  be  np.Sons 
and  Daughters*  faith  the  Lord  ^ihniglh 
iyr  ?  Cor.  vi.  18.  I  go  (faith  ChriftJ  to 
your  Father  and  my  Father*  and  to  your 
God  and  my  God.  Q  what  a  fweet  Com' 
pHcatiofi  and  Interchange,  of  Relations, 

I, mil  be  your  Gq&  and  ye  Shall  be  my 
Peoples*  here-is  the  Epitome  of  all  Hap- 
piittft  and  Felicity ;  irvthis  Word  all  isin- 
clofed*  andr  without  this  nothing  is  to  be 
found  that  deferve*  the  Defires  of  an  im- 
jmoftaL  Spirit.  For  hence,  it  follows,  tba 
V  Soul  is  filled  with  the  sAUfulnefs  of 
Cfo/,  Epb.  iii.  19.  for  that  is  nude  over  . 
to.  thee  who  believes  the  Gofpel,  and  thou  | 


haft  as 'real  a  Right  and  Title  .to  it,  as 
Men  have  to  their  Fathers  Inheritance^ 
Then  to  have  Fellowfhip  with  his  Son 
Jeiiis  Chuft,  is  another  Branch  of  this 
Dignity  ;  and  this  is  that  which  introdu- 
ceth  the  other;  Chrifl  is  the  middle  Peribn, 
the  Mediator  between  God  and  Man,  g£ 
venfor  this  End,  to  recover  Men  from 
their  woful  Difperfion,  and  Separation 
fit>m  God,  and  reduce  them  again  to  that 
blefled  Society  :  And  therefore  our  Ac- 
quaintance, as  it  were,  firft  begins  with 
him,  and  by  him  we  are  led  to  the  Fa. 
ther.  No  Man  can  come  to  the  Father 
but  by  the  Son:  Therefore,  if  you  have 
hit-  Friendship,  you  have  done  the  Bufr 
nefs,  for  be  and  bis  Father  is  one. 

Now  this  Fellowship,  to  branch  it 
forth  more  particularly,  is  either  real,  or 
perfonal:  Real,  I  mean,  Koir»nx  Bono- 
rum,  x  Communion  of  all  gpod  Things, 
a  Communion  with  him  in  his  Nature! 
Offices,  and  Benefits ;  and  this  rauft  be 
laid' down  as  the  Foundatkui-.ftone  of 
thii  KeMowfrtp,  became  near  us,  to  par- 
.take  ofFJefb  and  Blood  with  us,  that 
Weimar*  have  a  .Way>  a  new  and  living 
Way  cottfiecrated,  earen  the  Fail  of  bis 
fkjb,  to  come  to  God  by  ;  for  certainly 
this  gives  Boldoefs  to  *  Soul  to  draw 
negr  to  God,  wkb  fome  Expectation  of 
Succcft  and  Acceptation,  when  it  is  ieri- 
ouflyxroofidered,  that  our  Nature  is  fo 
nearly  conjoined  already  to  God  ;  by  this 
Steps  Soul  climbs  up  to  the  Majefty  of 
God  ;  and  by  Means  of  this,  we  become 
Partaken  of  the  divine  Nature,  as  God 
of  humane  Nature,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  So  by  the 
fame  Degrees  we  afcend  to  God,  that 
God  hath  defcended  to  us  ;  he  drew  near 
us  by  our  Nature,  and.  we  by  the  Inter- 
vention of  that  hme  afcend  to  him,  and 
receive  his  Image  and  Stamp  on  our.  Souls: 
For  the  Lord  did  ilamp  his  own  Image  u- 
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pon  Chrift's  hu<nane  Nature,  to  make  ic 
a  Pattern  to  us,  and  to  reprefenc  to  us,  as 
in  a  vifible  Symbol  and  Pledge,  what  Im- 
preflion  he  would  put  upon  us.    Then  we 
have  Fellowship  with  him  in  his  Offices. 
I  need  not  branch  them  out  federally,  you 
know  what  he  was  anointed  for,  to  be  a 
Prieft  to  offer  Sacrifice,  and  to  reconcile 
us  to  God,  and  to  make  Interceflion  for 
us:  To  be  a  King,  to   rule   us  by  his 
Word  and  Spirit,  and  defend   us  againft 
our  Enemies  :  To  be  a  Prophet,  to  re- 
veal the  Will  of  God  to  us,  and  inftruA 
us  in  the  fame.     Here  is  a  large  Field  of 
Fellowibip;  we  have  Admittance  by  Fahh 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  real  Advantage 
and  Benefit  of  all  thefe  ;  there  is  nothing 
in  them  but  it  relates  to  us,  and  redounds 
to  us;  the  living  Vertue  of  that  Sacrifice, 
is  as  frefli  and  recent  this  Day ,  to  fend  up 
a  Savour  of  Reft  to  Heaven*  and  to  pa- 
cify a  troubled  Confcience,  as  the  firft 
Day  it  was  offered.    That  perfeft  Sacri- 
fice is  as  available  to  thy  Soul,  as  if  thou 
had  offered  it  thy  felf ;  and  this  Day  ye 
have  the  Benefit  of  his-Prayers  in  Heaven ; 
we  partake  of  the  ftrong  Cries  and  Tears 
in  the  Days  of  his  Fleih,  and  of  Intercefli- 
on fince,  more  than  of  our  own  Supplica- 
tions.   What  (hall  I  fay  ?  ye  have  one  to 
teach  you  all  Things  that  is  needful  for 
you ;  one  to  fubdue  yqpr  Sins  under  you  ; 
and  by  Vertue  of  Feltowftrip  with  Jefus 
Chrift  in  thefe  Offices,  thefe  is  fome- 
thing  derived  from  it,  and  obmmunicated 
to  us  by  it,  that  we/bould  be  Kings  and 
Pr iefts  to  God  our  Father ;   Kings  to 
rule  over  own  Spirits  and  Lpfts,  in  as 
far  as  Grace  reigns  in  us  to  eternal  life, 
and  that  is  trgly  an  heroick  royal  Spirit, 
that  overcomes  himfeif  and  the  World  ; 
and  Prieft  st  too  fir  unto  God  continu- 
ally the  Sacrifice  of  Prayer  and  Prai- 
Jes,  i  Ttu  i.  j,  4,  s*  which  are  fwcet 


fmeiling  and  pleafant  in  his  Sight ;  yea, 
we  fhould  offer  up  our  own  Bodieftir  a 
reafonable  Service ,  Rom.  xii.  i.  and 
this  is  a  holy  an<f  living  Sacrifice,  whe* 
we  dedicate  and  conlecrate  all  our  Fa-  . 
cultie.r.  Members,  and  Abilities  to  his 
Will  and  Service  ;  and  do  not  (pare  to 
kili  our  Lufts,  which  are  his  and  our 
Enemies. 

Let  us  fum  up  all  in  this,  whatfbevet 
Grace  or  Gift  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  whatfi> 
ever  Preheminence  he  hath  above  An* 
gels  and  Men  ;  whatfoever  he  purdiafed, 
he  purchafcd  by  his  obedient  Life,  and 
Patience  in  Death ;  there  is  nothing  of  all 
that,  but  the  Soul  may  be  admitted  to  Fel- 
lowship in  it,  by  its  Union  with  him  by 
Faith ;  have  him,  and  have  all  that  he 
hath :  Faith  makes  him  yours,  and  all 
that  he  hath  is  a  consequential  Appemfix  to 
himfeif:  The  Word  of  the  Gofpel  oilers 
him  freely  to  you,  with  all  his  Benefits; 
Interefts  and  Advantages,  O  that  our 
Hearts  may  be  induced  to  open  to  him. 

Now  being  thus  united  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  which  I  would  perfuade  next  to,  is  a 
perfonal  Communion,  that  is,  a  fuitable 
Entertainment  of  him,  a  Conjunction  of 
your  Soul  ta  him  by  Love,  and  a  Con- 
(piracy  of  all  your  Endeavours  henceforth 
to  pleafe  him.  It  is  certain,  that  true 
Friendship  is  founded  on  a  Conjunction 
and  Harmony  of  Souls  by  AffeYtion,  by 
which  they  ceafe  to  be  two,  and  becomes 
in  a  Manner  one ;  for  Love  makes  a 
Kind  of  Tranfport  of  the  Soul  into  ano- 
ther, and  then  all  particular  and  proper 
Interefts  are  drowned  in  Oblivion,  no 
more  mine  and  Mm9  but  he  nrkes  an 
Interchange,  mine  thine,  and  thine 
mine,  my  Heart  thine,  and  thy  Honour 
mine.  Now  certain  it  is,  that  in  this 
God  hath  given  us  a  rare  Partem,  and 
leads  the  Way  ;  for  he  declares  h* 
Ddd  Lor? 
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Love  to  the  World,  in  the  rareft  Effects 
oflt,  which  give  the  cleareft  Demonstra- 
tions portible  ;  God  fo  loved  the  World, 
that  be  fent  bis  Sotf.  And  you  have 
the  moil  infallible  Argument  of  the  Son's 
Love,  Greater  Love  hath  no  Man  than 
tbis,  to  lay  down  bis  Life  for  bis 
Friends,  hut  he  for  his  Enemies.  Now 
then,  you  lee  how  tl'.c.Heart  of  God  and 
ins  Son  Jeftis  Chrifl  is  fixed  from  ever- 
lading  on  ihe  Sons  of  Men  £>  unalterably, 
and  fo  fully  fet  towards  them,  that  it  hath 
tranfporud  the  Son  out  of  his  own  Glory, 
and  brought  him  down  tn  the  State  of  a 
Servant.  But  it  it  not  jrct  known  what 
particular  Ferforrt  are  thus  fixed  upon, 
until  thnt  evcrlfffting  Lore  break  out  from 
voder  Ground,  in  the  Engagement  of  thy 
Souls  Love*  to  him,  and  till  he  have 
faftned  this  Chain,  and  let  this  Seal  on 
thy  Heart,  which  makes  thee  impatieht  to 
want  htm  ;  Thou  knoweft  not  the  Seal 
that  was  on  his  Heart  from  Eternity. 
But  now  the  Love  of  a  Believer  being 
the  Refuhof  his  Love,  this  is  it  that  is  the 
Source  and  Spring  of  coaftant  Communi- 
on i  and  it  vents  it  fctf  in  Converle  with 
God,  and  daily  Entertainment  of  him  in 
our  Spirits  and  Way*;There  is  a  keeping 
of  Company  with  him  in  Prayer  and  Me- 
ditation, and  all  the  Ordinance! ;  there  is  a 
Communication  *nd  familiar  Conference 
of  the  Heirt  with  him, "either  in  thinking 
on  him,  or  pouring  out  our  Requests  to 
him  ;  there  is  a  mutual  and  daily  Inter* 
courfe  and  Correfpondence  of  thai  Soul 
with  God,  in  anfwering  his  Word  by 
Obedience,  in  praying  to  him',  and  re* 
ceivmg  Anfwers  rrom  him,-  and  their  re- 
turning his  Anfwer  agaiiiwith  t  Letter  of 
Thanks  aadPraife,  as  it  were;  tfiefearc 
the  Ways  co  ifttreafe  thar  Love  of  God , 
mAki&dlf.il  up  to  a  higher  Flame  ;  and* 
|fci>ek3fc>  Am  intruded,-  it  gather^  tri  ad 


the  Endeavours  and  Abilities  of  the  Soul, 
and  fets  all  on  Fire,  as  a  fweet  fmelling 
Sacrifice  to  pleaSe  him :  It  is  henceforth 
the  great  Study  of  the  Soul,  to  remove 
all  Things  that  are  orTenfive  to  him  ;  for 
the  entertaining  of  Sin,  his  Enemy,  is 
moft  inconfiftent  with  this  true  Fellow- 
ship and  Friendfhip  :  If  I regard  Iniquity 
in  my  Heart  jbe  Lord  will  not  bear  me, 
ttal.  I«vi.  18.  This  will  mar  that  fweet 
Correfpondence  in  Prayer  and  Praifes ;  for 
it  is  a  Breach  of  Peace  and  Covenant,  to 
regard  and  maintain  his  Enemies  ;  there- 
fore the  Soul  that  loves  God,  will  Ihtdy 
to  compofe  k  (elf  in  all  Things  to  h;a 
good  Pleafure,  as  well  as  his  Love  that 
is  rtrong  as  Death,  puts  him  upon  a  care- 
ful Watching,  to  do  all  Things  for  our 
Profit;  and  fo  this  takes  in  our  whole 
Carriage  and  Walking  in  religious  Ap- 
proaches, or  in  common  Bufinefles,  to 
have  this  as  our  great  Defign.  comerjmg 
with  God,  and  waiting  tooll  wen-plea- 
Jmg> 

Now  if  we  were  once  enrolled  in  this 
blefled  Fellowship  whir  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  then  it  folkws,  as  a  Fruit  and 
RefultoftUs,  that  wefhogki  have  Fel- 
lowiiip  one  with  soother ;  and  truly  the 
more  Unity  with  God,  the  more  Unity 
amongft  our  fclvts ;  lor  he  is  the  uniting, 
cementing  Principle  He  is  the  Center  of 
all  Chriftians,  and  as  Lines,  the  further 
they  are  froip  the  Center,  the  farer  di£ 
tant  they  are 'one  from  another  ;  fo  the 
Diftance  and  Elongation  of  Souls  from 
God,  fets  them  at  rurtheft  Diftance  s> 
mongft  themfelves ;  The  nearer  we  come 
every  one  to  Jefus  Ghrift/  the  nearer  we 
join  hi  yAffcAion  one  to  another :  And 
this  is  imported  in  that  of  ChrifVs  Prayer, 
That  ibey  may  be  one  in  tu§  Job.  xvB. 
21, 22.  No  Unity  but  in  that  one  Lord, 
abtf  no  perfcft  Unity,  but  id  a  perfcA 
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Union  with  him.  I  would  c«  Sort  to 
Audy  this  more,  to  have  Fellowihip  one 
with  another,  as  Members  of  the  fame 
Body,  by  Sympathy,  by  mutual  Helping 
one  another  in  fpiritual  and  temporal 
Things :  Even  amongft  Christians  that 
Jive  obfcurely  in  a  City,  in  a  Village, 
there  is  not  that  harmonious  Agreement 
and  Confent  of  Hearts,  that  Contention 
and  Flea  of  Love,  of  Gentlenefs  and 


Forbearance,  who  (hall  exercife  moft  of 
that :  but  there  are  many  Jealoufies, 
Heart-burnings,  Grudgings,  Strifes,  evil 
Speakings,  fij?\  to  the  (tumbling  of  ci- 
thers, and  the  weakning  of  your  felves, 
which  certainly  argue  that  ye  are  much 
carnal,  and  walk  as  Men,  and  that  the 
Love  of  God,  and  Fellowship  with  Mai 
is  waxed  cold,  and  is  languished  an! 
dead,  &b. 


S  E  R  M  O  N     VIII. 


John  i.  4.  And  thtfe  Things  vjrite  we    unto  jcv>  th$ 
your  Joy  map  he  full. 


ALL  Motions  tend  to  Reft  and  Quiet- 
nefs.  we  fee  it  daily  in  the  Modons 
below,  and  we  believe  it  atfo  of  the  cir- 
cular Revolutions  of  the  Heavens  above, 
that  there  is  a  Day  coming  in  which  they 
lhall  ceafe.  as  having  performed  all  they 
were  appointed  for :  And  as  it  is  iif  Things 
natural,  fo  it  is  in  Tfcfogl  rational  in  i 
moie  eminent  Way;  their  Denies,  Af- 
feftions,   and  Aftions,    which  are   the 
Motions  and  Stretches  of  the  Soul  top 
wards  that  it  defires  and  apprehends  as 
Good,  tends  of  their  own  Nature,  and 
are  directed  by  the  veryilntemion  of  the 
Soul,  to  fome  Reft  and   Tranquility, 
fomejoyand  Contention  of  Spirit.    If 
other  Things  that  have  no  Knowledge, 
have  their  Center  of  Reft,  how  much 
more  muft  Man,  who  is  an  underftanding 
Creature,  have  it  by  the  Ordination  fed 


Appointment  of  God  ?  But  there  is  thtt 
wide  Difference  in  tHe  Point  6F-  Ca- 
pacity of  JHappinefs  betwe*ri' Mim  arid 
other  Creatures,  that  they,  whatfoever 
excellent  Vertufcs  or  Properriesttiey  hives 
yet  know  them  not.  themfelves,  and  fo  can 
neither  enjoy  Vhat  Excellency  themfelves 
have,  nor  have  Ufeof  what  is  in  others ; 
for,  to  wha^Purpofe  is  it  to  fhine  forth, 
if  ther$  be  no  Eye  to  fee?  What  Advan* 
tage  hath  the  Rbfe  in  its  Fragrancyf  if  u 
cannot  fmell  it  felf?  That  which  is  not 
perceived,  is  as  if  it  were  not.  And 
therefore  it  is  an  evident  Teftimony,  \hz\ 
all  thefevifible.Things  were  created,  not 
for  themfelves,  but  for  Man's  Sake  who 
knows  them,  can  ufe  them,  and  enjoy 
them :  Here  is  then  the  peculiar  Capacity 
that  God  hath  given  to  Man,  to  difcern 
and  know  what  be  feeks,  what  he  hath, 
•  Ddds  a«f 
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ind  poflefles.  that  fo  he  may  be  able  to 
enjoy  it,  or  ufe  it,  according  to  the  Nature 
of  it.  This  is  a  great  Point  of  Gods 
Image  and  Conformity  with  him,  whofe 
infinite  Bleflednefc  and  Joy  rifeth  from 
that  perfect  Comprehenfion,  and  intuitive 
beholding  of  himfelf,  and  his  o  wn  meom- 
pfehenfible  Riches.  So  then,  Man's 
Happirjefs  or  Mifery  muft  depend  upon 
this,  both  what  the  Soul  fixeth  upon,  and 
whatitapprehendeth  to  I*  in  it  ;  for,  if 
that  eternal  and  univerfaj  Good,  the  All- 
fuinefs  of  God,  be  the  Center  of  the 
Soul's  Defires  and  Endeavours,  and  there 
be  apprehended  and  difcoveted  in  God, 
that  infinite  Excellency  and  Variety  of  De- 
lights, which  nothing  eHe  can  afford  fo 
much  as  a  Shadow  of,  then,  there  cannot 
bat  refult  from  fuch  a  Conjunction  ofthe 
Seal's  Apprehenfion,  fuitable  to  the  Ful 
nefs  of  God,  and  ofthe  ^Excellency  and 
Goodnefs  of  God,  fuitable  to  t be  Defires 
ofthe.Soul,  fuch  a  Reft  and  Tranquility, 
fiicbjoy  a  ad  Satisfaction,  as  cannot  cboofe 
but  make  the  Soul  infinitely  happier  than 
die  Enjoyment  of  any  other  Thing  could 
do. 

Tins  being  the  Thing  then,  which  all 
Mens  Defires  naturally  tend  unto,  this 
Tranquillity  and  ptrfe&Satista&oa  of  the 
Heart  being  that  which  carries  all  Mens 
Hearts  after  it,  and  that  which  Men  feek 
for  it  felf,  and  which  they  feft  in  all  other 
Things:  The  peat  MttrgofMan  is,  that 
he  miftaxes  the  Way  to  it.  and  leeks  it 
where  it  Is  not  to  be  round.  TheGene^ 
rality  of  Men  a  *  Jo  fir  degenerated  both 
from  the  Impreffion  of  a  divine  Majefty, 
and  the  Seufe  of  an  immertal  Being  wkb- 
|p  tbemielves,  that  they  imagine  to  con* 
tent  and  eafe  their  own  Hearts,  in.  thele 
outward,  uncoaftam,  periihipg  Things  i 
asiJ  fo  their  Lie  is  /pent  m  catching  at 
Shadowy  a  feeing  oil  the  Wind,  in  la- 


bouring In  the  Fire.  There  is  nothing 
fo  plentifully  firisfies  ouj  Expectation^ 
ts  can  quite  the  Coft,  and  recompenfe  the 
Expenceof  our  Labour,  Toil.  Grief,  and 
Travel  about  it ;  there  is  nothing  there- 
fore  but  a  continual,  reftleft  Agitation  of 
lj*  Heart/rom  one  Thing  to  another,and 
««t  in  a  round  circling  about,  from  one 
Thing  that  now  difpleafcsor  difippoints. 
to  Things  that  were  formerly  loathed ; 
as  afick  Man  turns  him  from  one  Side 
to  another,  or  changes  Beds  often,  and 
V  length  returns,  expecting  to  find  fome 
Eafe  where  he  lay  at  lirft.  And  it  may 
be  judged,  that  all  circular  Motions  are 
eternal,  and  fo  they  can  never  be  fiippoled 
to  attain  their  End,  that  is  Reft  and 
Tranqoility  ;  therefore  a  Soul  thus  carri- 
ed in  a  Roundly  the  rain  Imaginations  of 
his  Heart,  is  likely  never  to  fettle  and 
find  f  olid  Rert  and  Peace.  Nay,  how  i*  it 
poffible  that  they  can  give  that  Tranquil- 
ity and  ContentatiOQ  to  the  Heart  and 
Soul  ef  Man,  that  are  lb  utter!/  in  their 
Natures  diiproportkwed  to  it  ?  Both  be- 
caufe  they  are  only  Jutted  to  the  Senfctv 
andlikewifc,  for  chat  they  are  changeable. 
Now  the  Soul  is  framed  with  a  higher 
Capacity,  and  can  no  more  be  satiated 
with  vifiblc  Things,  than  a  Mao  that  is 
hungry  can  be  satisfied  with  Gold;  and 
befides,  it  is  immorul,  and  muft  have 
Ibmething  to  furvive  all  the  Chaqges  of 
Time,  and  therefore  it  likely  to  rert  no 
where,  but  in  that  which  hath  eternal 
Stability.  Now  thougtahete  Things  can- 
not  truly  fill  the  Heart,  yet  they  fwell 
'he  Belly,  like  the  Eait-Wind,  or  hke  the 
Prodigal's  Husks,  fill  it  with  Wind,  which 
caufeth  many  Torments  and  Diftempers 
in  the  Soui ;  and  though  they  cannot  give 
Eafe,  yet  tbey  may  he  as  Tbornr to  prick 
and  pierce  a  Man  ibr+ugb  vtitb  maty 
Semywft  as  our  Saviour  /peaks.    So  that 
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there  is  no  mote  Wifdom  or  Gain  in  this, 
than  in  gathering  an  armful  of  Thorns, 
and  inclofing  and  prefling  hard  unto 
them,  the  more  hard!/  and  ftrongfy  we 
grip  them,  the  more  grievoufly  they 
pierce  us  ;  or  as  if  a  Man  would  flee  in- 
to a  Hedge  of  Thorns  in  a  TerUpeft,the 
further  he  thruft  into  itt  he  is  the  worfe 
pricked;  and  that  which  he  is  fallen  into 
is  worfe  than  that  he  fleeth  from.  I  am 
fure  all  your  Experiences  give  a  harmoni- 
ous Teftimony  to  this,  that  there  is  no 
folid,  permanent,  cohfrant,  and  equable 
Heart-joy  and  Contentation  in  all  the 
fended  and  imaginary  Felicities  that  this 
World  adores.  There  is  nothing  of  thefe 
Things,  that  is  not  kfler,  and  lower  in 
actual  Pofleflion,  nor  in  the  firft  Appre- 
faenQon  of  them  afar  off".  Nothing  in 
rhem  anfwers  either  our  Defires  or  Ex- 
pectations ;  and  therefore,  in  /lead  of 
Feace  and  Tranquility,  they  breed  more 
inward  Torment  and  Difquier,  becaufe  of 
that  neceflary  and  inevitable  P&ppoint- 
meat  that  attends  them.  Therefore  the 
Apoftle  paflcih  all  thefe  Things  in  Silence, 
when  he  is  to  write  of  Purpofr,  to  give 
a  Pulnefs  of  Joy  ;  for  he  knows  that  in 
them  there  is  neither  that  joy,  nor  that 
Fulnefs  of  Joy  he  would  wifli  for  from 
them  ;  but  it  is  other  Things  be  writes  for 
this  End. 

Now  indeed  there  hadibeen  fbme  wifer 
than  other;,  that  have  fneir  Apprehenfion 
far  afoorethe  reft  of  Mankind,  and  have 
laboured  to  frame  forae  Rules  and  Fre- 
cepts  to  lead  Man  into  this  true  Reft  and 
Tranquillity.  And  truly,  in  this  they 
have  done  much  to  difcover  the  Vanity 
and  Madfiemf  the  common  Praftice  of 
Men  ;  and  to  draw  Man  from  fenfibie 
and  outward  Things,  to  Things  invifible 
and  fpirhual ;  yet  there  in  a  Defeftivenefs 
mail  toe  Rules  that  natural  Reafoncaa 


reach  unto ;  there  is  fome  Crookedneft 
withal    adheres  to  them*   which  fhewg 
our  Departure  from  our  Original.  There 
are  many  excellent  Difcourfes  of  Morali- 
ty in  Heathen  Writings,  which  may  be 
very   fubfervient  to  a  Chriftian,  and  ule« 
fill  to  the  compofing  and  fettling  of  his 
Mind,  amidft  ail  the  Fluctuations  and  Un- 
certainties of  this  World  ;  they  may  come 
well  in  as   Subsidies  and  Guards   to  a 
Chriitians  Heart,  to  preferve  that  Peace 
and  Joy  it  hath  from  God,  and  keep  out 
the  ordinary  tumultuous  Paffions  that  <6fc 
turb  the  mod  Part  of  Men  :  But  here  is 
the  lamentable  Failing,  that  while  they 
call  a  Man  off  Things  without,  as    ad- 
ventitious, they  lead  him  but  into  his 
own  Spirit  within,  as  if  he  covld  there 
find  that  Reft  in  the  very  Enjoyment  of 
his  poor,  miserable,  wretched  feif.    But 
Chrift  Je/us  calls  us  into  our  own  Spirits, 
not  to  dwell  there  ;  forO,  what  a  iotb*1 
fome  and  irkfbme  Habitation  is  a  defiled' 
Heart,  and  t  guilty  Confcjeoce  fr    But; 
rather  that  finding  nothing  of  that  Joy  and 
Refrelhment  within,  we  nay  then  freely 
and  fully  fbrfike  our  felves,as  well  as  the 
World  without ;  and  traniport  into  God 
in  Chrift,  the  only  Habitation  of  Joy  and 
Delight,  that  being  Glled  with  Angirifli 
from  the  World,  and  from  our  fetres* 
we  may   more  willingly  divorce  from 
both,  and  agree  to  join  unto  Jefus  Chrift, 
and,  to  imbrace  him  in  our  Hearts,  who 
is  the  only  Fountain  of  Life  and  Joy  ; 
who  had   no  other  Errand  and  Bufinefs 
from  Heaven*  but  to  repair  Mans  Joy, 
as  grievous  a  Breach  as  any  in  the  Cre. 
ation  t    A  Thing  as  much  milled  and 
fought  after*  as  any  Thing^yea,  fought 
atter  in  ah*  Things  that  arc Tought  2  Job. 
xv.  it.  nefe  things  1  have fpoken  to  you* 
that  your  Joy  may  be  full.  Therefore  the 
Apoftle  propounds  this  as  the  End  ofhis 
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writing  on  this  Subjeft,  the  Word  of 
life  i  there  Thing/  I  write  that  your 
Joy  may  be  full,  and  the  Way  to  attain 
tnis  Fulnefc  of  Joy,  he  exprefled  in  the 
former  Ferfe,  by  Fellowjhip  wtb  the 
Father  and  the  Son. 

That  which  makes  all  other  Things 
difproportioned  to  the  Soul  of  Man,  to 
gpre  it  this  Joy,  is  the  extream  Unfuitable- 
-    Btfs  between  them  ;  that  the  Soul  hath  an 
infinite  Capacity,   and  befides  an  Immor- 
tality of  Endurance,  but  they  are  condem- 
ned under  Impotency  to  fupply  that  in- 
finite Void,   and  Inconliancy,  by  which 
they  mutt  needs  perifti,  and  leave  the 
Soul  without  all  Comfort,  and  with  more 
Anxiety.    But  in  tbefe  Things  written 
here,  we  find  all  Things  fated  and  pro* 
portioned  to  the  very  great  Exigence  of 
the  Soul.   There  is  a  Suiublenefs  in  them, 
;  fcecaufe  of  their  fpiritual  Nature,  whereby 
|   they  may  cWe  immediately  with  thy  Spirit; 
1    other  Thing*  aire  material,  and  corporeal, 
:    and  what  Union,  what  Feilowfhip  can  a 
Spirit  be  fuppofed  to  have  with  them  ? 
Tney  areextrinfick,  advenieat  Thinp,that 
never  come  to  a  nearer  Union  with  thy 
Soul ;  and  though  they  could,  they  would 
debafe  thy  Soul,  and  not  exalt  it,  becaufe  of 
,    a  bafer  Inferior  Nature.  But  thefe  Things, 
Jejus  Cbrifi,  eternal  Life  in  him,  tbeje 
precious  Promifes  of  the  Gojpel*  tbefe 
Spiritual  Privileges   of  Sonjbip,  &c. 
theie  are  of  a  more  Divine  Nature,  and 
by  Meditation  and  Faith  Souls  come  to 
clofe  with  them  :    Theft?  are  inward 
Things,  more  near  the.Soui  that  believes, 
than  himfelf  is  to  himfelf ;  and  fo  he  may 
alwayg  carry  them  about  in  his  Heart, 
which  may  be  a  Spring  of  everlafting  Joy. 
.   Wis  no  Mart  can  take  from  bim,  Joh,  xvi. 
%%.  For  the  Ground  and  Fountain.  Is  in- 
ward, feated  without  the  Reach  of  all 
thefe  Vtciflitudes  and  Changes.    Then, 


as  they  have  a  Suitablenefs,  fo  they  have 
a  Fulnefc  in  them,to  create  Fulnefc  of  Joy ;  • 
they  are  Cordials  to  the  Heart,  Things 
that  are  in  their  own  Nature  refreftring 
to  the  Soul,,  and  apt  to  beget  Heart-joy. 
Other  Things  are  not  fuitable  to  this,  to 
produce  any  fuch  inward  Soul-compla- 
cency ;  the  Things  that  are  from  without, 
reach  not  fo  deep  as  the  Heart,  tbe> 
make  their  Impreffions  rather  on  the  out- 
ward Senfea,  to  tickle  and  pleafe  them, 
or  the  Countenance,  to  put  fome  pfeaf 
iog    Shape  upon  it :  But  the  wife  Man 
pronounce*  all  thefe  Joys  that  aiifefrom 
external  Things,  to  be  fuperficial,  only 
skin-deep  ;  in  the  nddft  of  Laughter  the 
Heart  is  forrowful,  and  the  End  of 
that  Mirth  is  Hcavinefs,  Prov.  xiv. 
13.  Extrema  gaudn  lu&us  occupat. 
There  is  no  folid  Recreation  to  the  Soul, 
in  its  retired  Thoughts  from  all  the  De- 
lights of  the  Senfes :  It  is  but  like  the 
Pleafure  of  the  Itch,  which  no  Man  e- 
fteems  Pleafore.    But   befide*   as  the 
Things  of  the  Gofpel  affed  the  Heart 
and  Soul,  by  bringing  Soul-mercies,  and 
Treafures,  as  Forgivenefs  of  Sin,  Hope 
of  Heaven.  Qt.  fo  there  is  a  Fulnefs 
iq  them,  which  may  anfwerably  fill  all 
the  Corners  of  the  Heart  with  Joy  ; 
there  is  anUexhauftednefc  in  thefeThings, 
an  Univerfality  in  Chrift,  all  in  all9  all 
the  treajkres  of  TPifdom  are  in  him: 
And  .may  not  thtf  caufe  fiirely  an  high 
Spring-tide  of  Joy.  "The  Hearf  is  eafed 
upon  the  loweft  clear  Apprehenfion  of 
Chrift  and  the  Gofpel,  it  gives  a  Heart* 
ferenity  and  Calmnefs  to  a  troubled  Soul, 
that  nothing  elfe  could  do  ;  vet  to  make 
up  the  Fulnefi  of  Joy,  as  vmt  ac  the  So- 
lidity of  it ;  to  extend  the  Meafure  of  ir, 
as  well  as  to  beget  the  true  Quality  of  it ; 
it  is  reqUifite  that  not  only  there  be  a  FuN 
nets  in  the  Objeft,  that  is  full,   fupera- 
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bundant,  ample  Matter  of  rejoycing;  but 
there  muft  be  a  kind  of  Fulnefs  in  the 
Apprehenfion,  it  muft  be  reprefented  ful- 
ly as  it  is,  and  the  Clouds  of  Unbelief 
fcattered;  and  then  indeed,  upon  the  Rill 
Afpetf  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Chrift  in  it, 
there  is  a  Fulnefs  of  Joy  that  flows  into 
the  Soul,  as  the  Sea  is  filled  upon  the  full 
Afpea  of  the  Moon.  Oh,  that  we  could 
believe  this,  that  there  is  a  Fulnefs  of  Joy 
here,  and  no  where  elfe ;  certainly  this 
alone  being  pondered  and  funk  into  our 
Hearts,  would  be  a  powerful  Reformer  in 
us,  and  among  us ;  how  Would  it  carry 
Mens  Hearts  to  a  dilgf  acing  an<}  cfcfpi- 
fing  all  the  Thinfei  that  aire  held  in  Ad- 
miration by  Men  ?  How  would  it  turn 
the  Channel  of  Mefts  Judgments,  Opini- 
ons, AflWUons,  and  Conv'erfations  ?  For 
certainly  whitherfoever  th*  Tide  of  Joy 
flows,  thither  the  Heart  Is  carried,  and 
it  is  that  alt  Men  are  feeling,  though  they 
take  many  contrary  and  dhrerfe  Waya,  as 
their  own  Fancy  leads  them.  Now  if 
once  this  were  eftablilhed  inr  thy  Soul, 
that  here  it  that  Truth  and  Fulnefs  of 
Joy,  which  elfewbete  is  ignorantiy  *nd 
vainly  fought;  would  it  not  divert  thy 
Defires,  and  ttfrn  die  Current  of tfty  Af- 
fe&ions  and  Endeavours,  to  fall  into  this 
Ocean  of  Gladnefs  and  Delight?  Elfe- 
where  there  Is  neither  true  Joy,  nor  foil 
Joy,  nee  verum  nee  plenum  gaudium  ; 
there  is  no  Verity  in  it,  it  is  bur ' an  ex- 
ternal Garb  and  Shadow;  *nd  there  is  no 

.  Plenty  or  Fulnefs  in  it ;  it  fills  not  the 
Hand  of  the  Reaper,  it  fatisfieth  not  his 
Tery  Hunger.  .  But  here,  .when  a  Soul  is 
pofleffed  with  Chrift  by  Faith,  and  dtvel- 
leth  in*  God  by  Love,  there  is  both  Re- 
ality and  Plenty :  All  the  Dimenlions  of 
the  Htrtt  may  be  filled  up.  Some  alle- 

.    gorize  upon  the  triangular  Coitfpofkion  of 
Mans  Heart,  that  no  orbicular  Thing,  luch 
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as  this  World,  can  fill  it  exaftly  without 
Vacuity,  but  only  the  blefTed  and  holy 
Trinity.  Truly  we  may  conceive,  this 
Fulnefs  of  Joy,  excluding  all  the  latent 
Griefs  of  the  Heart,  and  filling  up  all  the 
vacant  Corners,  doth  flow  from  that  bleP 
fed  Feliowfhip  of  the  Fatb&  and  the  Son. 
Now  though  thefe  two  be  only  mention- 
ed, yet  the  Holy  Gbo/I  muft  not  be  ex- 
cluded, for  the  ApoftoHck  Ptayer  doth 
attribute  chiefly  our  Feliowfhip  with  God 
to  the  Spirit*  fo  that  it  is  the  djurif  u» 
nites  our  Hearts,  and  aflbciates  them  to 
God,  that  feems  to  correfpond  between 
him  and  us :  So  then  there  is  fuch  a  Fel- 
iowfhip with  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Gbojt,  that  leaves  no  V acuity  in  the  Heart, 
that  fills  all  the  Dimenfions  and  Corners 
x)f  it  with  Peace  and  Joy. 

But  add  unto  thu,  in  the  i&trrf  Place, 
that  thefe  Things,  hare  not  only  a  Fulnefs. 
but  withal  a  Durablenefi  ;  not  Only  Plenty, 
but  befides,  Eternity  and  Pferpetuhy,  to 
correfpond  to  the  immortality  of  the  Soul; 
And  this  certainly  is  a  great  CbngruKy, 
and  fo  makes  up  much  Beauty  and  Har- 
mony ;  for  what  more  incongruous  and 
unsuitable,  than  lor  an  immortal  Spirit 
to  fpend  it  feJf,  and  give  up  it  felf  to  dm 
which  is  not,  which  xnttft  leave  k,  which 
is  mortal,  and  fiding  in  its  own  Nature, 
withbut'which,  it  muft  continue  infinite- 
ly longer  thanit  can  enjoy  it  ?  And  whit 
more  comely,  than  for  an  immortal  Thins 
to  aflbciate  to  eternal  Things,  and  to  de- 
rive its  Joy  from  an  eternal  Spring?  Foe 
then,  when  all  Things  rifible  are  done 
away,  and  Thpigs  mortal  abohlhed,  then 
its  Joy  none  can  take  from  it ;  becau$ 
it  takes  its  Joy  from  that,  which  muft 
furvire  ail  thefe  Changes.  Suppofr  any 
Thing  couW  for  the  present  give*  a  Ful- 
nefs of  Joy,  and  aWolute  Content  to  the 
Hean,  yet  if  we  imagine  tffrt  Thing  may 
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be   feparated    and    disjoyned  from  the 
.  Heart,  and  ceafe  to  be,  certainly  the  ve- 
ry Expectation    of  fuch  an   eternal   Se- 
paration, would  almoft  extinguiih  all  the 

*  Joy*  and  make  it  dry  up  of  the  Fulnefs ; 
For,  may  a  Soul  think.  What  (ball  I  do 
for  ever  what  this  Well  dries  ?  Whence 
fhall  I  draw  Water  of  Joy  ?  Out  of  wnat 
Well?    But  now,  that  Fear  is  removed, 

I  \  and  the  Soul  needs  not  lofe  the  Sweet- 
oefi  of  the  prefent  Enjoyment  of  God, 
through  anxious  Forefight  of  the  future, 

•  becaufe  he  may  know,  that  the  perfcdt 
Fulnefi  that  (hall  never  ebb,  is  but  com- 
ing, and  the  Sun  is  but  afcending  yet  to- 
ward* the  Meridian*  from  whence  he 
Hull  never  go  down,  but  ftand  Axed,  to 
be  the  eternal  Wonder  and  Delight  of  An- 
gel s  and  Men. 

t  Now  though  it  be  true,  that  Christians 
/here,  have  aeitbdr  that  Plenty,  nor 
that  Perpetuity  of  this  Joy,  that  the  Ob- 
ject of  it  gives  Ground  for  ;  though  their 
Hearts  be  often  filled  with  Griefs  and 
Sorrows,  partly  from  oirtward,  partly 
from  inward  Evils  and  Afflictions;  yet 
certainly  this  arifetfa  but  from  the  dark 
Apprebenfion,  dim  Belief,  and  flight 
jConlideration  of  thefe  Things  that  Chrifii 
Jpoke,  and  his  Apoftles  wrote  unto  us  » 
we  might,  na  Queftion,  keep  our  Hearth 
in  more  Peace  and  Tranquillity,  in  all* 
theCommotions  of  the  Times,  or  Altera- 
tions in  our  ielves,  if  we  did  more  #ed- 
faftly  believe  the  Qofpel,  and  keep  more 
conftant  Fellowlhip  with  God.  But  how- 
ever it  be,  there  is  radically  a  Fulnefs  of 
Joy  in  every  Believers  Heart,  that  Seed 
is  fown,  that  fhall  one  Day  be  ripe  of 
Fulnefs  of  Joy,  it  is  always  lying  at  the 
Root,  and  referred  for  them.  O,  let 
lis  lay- thefe  Things  to  Heart,  winch  be- 
ing laid  to  Heart,  and  laid  up  in  the 
Heart,  will  fill  it  with  this  fweec  fra- 


grant Perfume  of  Peace  and  Joy :  They 
are  written  for  this  End,  let  us  hear  them 
for  this  End  too,  that  our  Joy  may  be 
full.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  this  Fulnefs 
of  Joy  fuits  only  the  Life  to  come,  when 
the  Veflel  is  both  inlarged  and  rtrength- 
ned  to  contain  it:  Things  that  have'ftrong 
Spirits  in  them,  muft  have  flrongnew 
Bottles,  fuch  as  our  crazy  mortal  Boies 
are  not ;  therefore  the  Lord  hath  referr- 
ed thejufl  Fulnefs,  the  Overflowings  of 
this  Joy,  for  the  Time  that  the  Soufihall 
be  purified  from  all  Sin,  and  the  Body 
delivered  from  all  Corruption :  Becaufe 
that  Sin  lurks  in  many  Corners  of  the 
Heart  now,  therefore  this  Joy  cannot  fill 
up  the  Heart,  and  all  the  Vacuities  of  it ; 
for  it  is  of  lb  pure  and  heavenly  a  Nature, 
that  it  will  not  compound  and  intermingle 
with  Sin,  or  finful  Lulls  ;  but  when  no- 
thing of  that  remains  in  the  Heart,  then 
it  flows  in  apace,  and  leaves  no  Corner  of 
the  Heart  unfitisfied  and  unfupplied.  I 
would  have  you,  who  get  fome  Taftes  of 
this  Joy  and  Peace  by  the  Way,  not  di£ 
quieted  and  troubled,  becaufe  it  abides 
not  to  be  ordinary  Food ;  if  you  be  fet 
down  again  to  your  ordinary  fpare  Diet 
of  Manna  in  the  Wildernefs,  and  have 
not  thefe  fir/1  Fruits  and  Grapes  of  Ca- 
naan often  lent  to  you;  think  it  not 
flrange,  for  the  Fulnefs  whkh  you  feek, 
you  are  not  capable  of  here,  but  you 
(hall  be  capable  of  it  hereafter.  You 
ought  with  Patience  to  wait  for  that  Day, 
when  your  Joy  Jbaff  be  full,  as  Chrift  . 
is  foil;  full  Meqfure,  heaped  up,  and 
running  over,  will  he  met  out  unto  you 
then  :  And  this  (hall  be  without  the  Fear  / 
ofany  Ebb  or  Diminution  of  it  for  aM  E-  f 
ternity  i  neither,  /hall  this  Fulnefs,  and 
conflant  Fulnefi,.  cloy  the  Soul;  or  breed 
any  Satiety  in  it :  There  is  Fulnefs  of  Joy 
without   Surfeit,  without  Satiety,    that 

which 
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which  they  have,  they  (hall  always  de- 
fire,  and  that  which  they  defire,  they  (hall 
always  have:  Everlafting  DeGre,  an  J  e- 
verlafting  Delight,  being  married  together 
in  their  Fulnefs.  But  yet  &  muchis  at- 
tainable  here,  as  may  truly  be  called  Ful-, 
nefs,  in  Regard  of  the  World  ;  the  Ful- 
nefs of  Joy  that  all  the  Pleafures  of  this 
Earth  can  afford,  is  but  Scarcity  and 
Want,  to  the  inward  Fulnefs  of  Joy  and 
Contentaion,  the  pooreft  Believers  may 
have  in  God,  reconciled  in  Chrift.  That 
which  the  wife  Man  gives  as  the  Charac- 
ter of  all  earthly  Joy,  fuits  well.Ifaidof 
Laughter,  it  is  mad,  andofMirtb,  what 
doth  it  ?  Eccl.  ii.  2.  Truly  it  cannot  be 
iuppofed  to  be  more  real,  than  lhat  which 
is  the  Ground  and  Spring  of  it.  It  mud  be  a 
perfunctorious,  fuperrtcial,  and  empty  Joy, 
that  is  derived  and  diftilled  from  fuch  Va- 
nities. Nay,  there  is  a  Madnefs  in  it  be- 
fides,  for  Mens  Apprehenfions  to  fweil  lb 
exceflively,  towards  poor,  narrow,  and 
limited  Things ;  it  is  a  Monfter  in  Kea- 
fon,  to  put  fuch  Value  upon  nothing,  and 
make  our  felves  glad  upon  our  own 
Dreams  and  Fancies  ;  there  is  fuch  a  ma- 
nifeftAbufe  and  Violation  of  Reafon 
in  it,  that  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  nothing  but  a  Diftemptr  in  Mens 
Hearts.  But  befides  this,  there  are  two 
other  Characters  of  it  given,  Prov.  xiv. 
13.  Even  in  Laughter  the  Heart  is 
forrowful,  and  the  End  of  that  Mirth 
is  HeavineCs.  There  is  no  pure  earthly 
Joy  ;  for  it  hath  always  a  Mixtureof  Grief 
and  Sadnefs  in  the  inward  retired  Clofet 
of  the  Heart  ;  it  is  of  fuch  Deadnefc 
and  Inefficacy,  that  it  drives  not  out  of  the 
Heart  all  Discontentments  and  Anxieties ; 
but  if  the  mod  jovial  Man,  that  teems  to 
be  tranfported  with  his  Defights/would  but 
retire  within,  and  examine  his  own  Con- 


fidence, he  would  find  thofe  Deligh" 
have  but  little  Power  to  affect  his  Hear18 
he  would  find  terrible  and  dreadful  Repre- 
sentations there,  that  his  Joys  may  well 
for  a  Time  darken  them,  but  cannot  drive 
them  away :  And  then  it  is  the  very  na- 
tural Law,  and  fatal  Neceflity,  that  Grief 
follows  thefe  Joys  at  the  Heels,  yea,  is 
perpetually  attending  theni,  to  come  in 
their  Place ;  God  hath  fo  conjoyned  them 
together,  and  fo  difpofed  them,  that  Mens 
Joy  (hall  be  mingled  with  Grief,  but  their 
Grief  is  pure  and  unmixed  ;  and  that  he 
who  draws  up  Joy  to  him  from  the  Crea- 
tures, muft  draw  Grief  a^pd  Vexation  in  that 
fame  Chain,  infeparably  annexed  to  it  by 
the  wife  Ordination  of  God. 

But  there  are  Joys  of  the  Holy  Gkoft 
arifing  from  the  Intimation  and   Appre- 
henfionof  the  Gofpel,  from  the  Confide- 
ration  of  the  Grace  and  Goodnefs  of  God  , 
manifefted  in  it,  and  the  Experience  of 
that  in   the  Soul,  which  arc  of  another 
Stamp  and  Nature.     Thefe  indeed  afleft 
the  Heart,  and  give  the  Anfwerofa  good 
Confcience,  in  the  Blood  of  Chrift,  which 
is  a  continual  Feaft ;  thefe  drive  out  the 
bitter  and  dreadful  Apprehenfions  of  Sin 
and  Wrath  ;  thefe   fweeten  and  refrefli 
the  Soul  in  all  worldly  Afflictions  and  Griefs : 
9%e  Heart  of  Man  knowetb  his  own 
Bitternefs,    and  a  Stranger    doth  not 
intermiddle  with  bis  Joy,  Prov,  xiii.  io. 
Indeed,  the  Torments  and  Perplexities  of 
a  troubled   Soul,  are  better  felt  by    tfem- 
fehres,  than  known  by  others,  and  fo  are 
the  Joys  of  thatHeart  that  apprehends  Jefiis 
Chrift,  and  Peace  purchafed  in  him ;  ihey 
are  fuch,  as  no  Man  that  is  a  Stranger  to 
fuch  Things  in  his  Experience  can  appre- 
hend. It  is  a  Jq  unspeakable  ;  O  what 
unspeakable  Content  gives  it  to  the  Hearr. 
And  truly  if  you  did  not  interpofe  the 
E  e  e  Clouds, 
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Clouds  of  Unbelief  and  Sin  between  you  that  ye  (hall  fee  him  fully  as  he  is  and 
and  his  Ihining  Countenance;  there  need- 1  nothing  be  imerpofed  between  you  and 
ed  not  be  lb  often  an  Eclipfe  in  the  Joys  1  him,  and  then  your  Joy  (hail  be  full  f§b 
of  Believers;  yet  the  Day  is  coming  J  '        * 


SER  MO^    IX. 

i  John  i.  5.  This  then  is  the  Mefagc  which  toe  heard  of 
him,  and  declare  untojou,  that  God  is  Light,  &c. 


TH  E  great  Defign  of  the  Gofpel  is  to 
make  up  the  Breach  of  Mans  Joy, 
and  open  up  the  Way  to  the  Fulnefs  of  it : 
And  therefore  it  is  the  good  News  and 
glad  hidings  of  great  Joy,  the  only  beft 
Meflage  that  eyer  came  to  the  World. 
Now  it_  Chews  unto  us  the  Channel,  chat 
this  River  of  Gladnefs  and  Joy  runs  into ; 
Rdifcovers  what  is  the  Way  of  the  Con- 
veyance of  it  to  the  Soul,  and  what  are 
the  Banks  it  runs  between,  and  that  U9 
Feilowjbip  vxtb  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  In  this  Channel  that  River  of  De- 
light runs,  between  the  Banks  of  the  Love 
of  God  to  us,  and  our  Love  to  him. 
Herein  a  Soul  is  happy,  and  accounts  it 
felf  happy  ;  and  truly,  in  fo  much  do  we 
profit  by  the  Word,  and  anfwer  the  Dt- 
fign  of  the  Gofpel,  by  how  much  we  e 
rtimate  our  Happinefs  from  this  alone, 
ftofti  the  Communication  of  God  to  us. 
Whenfoever  the  Gofpel  takes  hold  of  your 
Hearts,  it  will  undoubtedly  frame  them 
to  this,  to  a  meafuring  of  all  Bleflednefi 
from  God  alone  :  And  this  will  carry  the 
Heart  to  an  Undervaluing  of  all  other 
Things,  as  being  too  low,  and  unworthy 


for  this  End  ;  and  fo  to  a  forfaking  of  any 
Thing  for  the  clofler  Enjoyment  of  God. 
I  fear  many  Believers  are  little  acquaint- 
ed with  this  Joy,  becaufe  they  draw  not 
their  Joy  fingly  out  of  the  pure  Fountain  . 
of  Delight ;  but  turn  afiJe  to  other  ex- 
ternal  Comforts,  and  drown  their  Souls 
in  them.  Now  indeed,  theie  two  can- 
not well  confirt  together;  if  we  take  in 
any  thing  eUe  to  make  up  our  Happineft 
and  Comfort,  fo  much  we  lofe  of  God, 
and  that  which  is  truly  Spiritual ;  and 
therefore  odr  Hearts  would  be  more  puri- 
fiedfrom  carnal  Delights,  if  we  would 
have  Experience  of  this  Joy:  We  mutt* 
hang  only  upon  his  Countenance  and 
Company,  elfe  we  lofe  the  Sweetnefs  of 

Now  the  Apoftle  profecutes  this  fur- 
ther, to  discover  what  Conformity  mull 
be  between  them  that  fhould  keep  this 
Fellowftip ;  and  what  Ltkenefs  of  Na- 
ture and  Qualities  is  neceflary  for  them 
who  would  be  happy  in  God's  Society. 
this  is  tbf  MeJJage  we  have  beard 
(  faith  he  )  andwbicb  we  declare  unto 
you9  that  Cod  is  Ligbt,  &c.    Take  this 

jointly 
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jointly,  with  ihat   which  went  before  ; 
tfbis  we  declare*  that  ye  may  have  Fel- 
lowjbip  with  the  Father,  and  the  Son. 
And  to  the  End  this  Fellowfhip  may  hold, 
and  yield  you  Fulnefs  of  Joy,  it  is  ne- 
ccflary   that  the  Nature  of  God  be  laid 
down,  as  the  Pattern  to  which  ye  muft 
be  conform".     God  is  Light,  and  there- 
fore you  muft  be  Light  too,  if  ye  would 
have  Fellowfhip  with  that  pure  Light. 
Now  this,  I  fay,  is  the  full  Meflage  of  the 
Gofpel,  that  which  was  fent  down  from 
Heaven,  with  the  Sop  of  God,  the  Mef- 
fenger  of  the  Covenant,  and  which  the 
Apoftles  heard  from  him.    Indeed  the  ve- 
ry manner  of  the  Fropofal  of  thefe  Things 
ftir  up  our  Hearts  to  Attention,  and  make 
us  more  ferious  than  commonly  we  are, 
That  there  is  one,  and  fucb  an  one  fent 
from  Heaven,  with  fuch  an  Embaflage  as 
this  is,  to  invite  us  to  Society  with  God 
again  ;  one  whofe  Interefr  lyes  in  this,  to 
make  us  happy  j  and  this  he  declares  un- 
to us,  that  he  hath  no  other  Defign,  but 
to   fulfil  our  Joy.    O  how   powerful 
might  this  be  on  our  Hearts,  to  conquer 
them,  to  make  them  willingly  hearken  to 
him?    Any  Meflage   that  comes  from 
Heaven,  (hould  be  received  with  great 
Reverence  and  Refpedt  of  mortal  Men ; 
becaufe  it  comes  from  the  Court  and 
Palace  of  the  great  King.    But  when  this 
is  the  Subftance  of  it,  to  make  us  happy 
in  himfelf,  to  advance  us  to  this  incom- 
parable Dignity  of  Society  with  himfelf, 
in  which  Society  there  is  a  Fulnefs  of 
Joy  ;   then  how  fhould  we  receive  it 
with  open  Hearts,  and  intertain  it  gladly  ? . 
If  we  could  take  it  always  thus,  as  a  Met 
„  fage  from  Heaven,  and  look  upon  it,  and 
bear  it  in  that  Notion,  I  think  the  Fruit 
would  be  incomparably  greater ;  for  what 
is  it  that  makes  it  dead  and  ineffectu- 
al in  Mcos  Hearts,  but  that  the  Appre- 


henfion  of  it  degenerates  and  falls  down 
from  God  to  Creatures,  becaufe  it  is  nut 
taken  fo  as  his  Word,  carrying  the  Stamp 
of  his  ^Divine  Authority  :   We  bring  it 
forth,  not  as  a  Meflage  from  him,  but 
as  from  our  (elves;  and  you  receive  it. 
not  as  from  him,  but  from  us  ;  and  thus 
it  is  adulterated  and  corrupted  on  both 
Hands.-    My    Beloved,    let   us  jointly  / 
mind  this,  that  whatfoever  we  have  to 
declare,  it  is  a  Meflage  from  God  to 
mortal  Men  ;   and  therefore  let  us  fo        x 
compofe  our  (elves  in  Jus  Sight,  as  if  he 
were  fpeaking  to  us.    The  Conscience 
of  a  very  Heathen  was  awaked,  whea 
'Ehud  told  him  he  had  a  Meflage  front 
God  to  him:  Eglonarofeout  ofbis  Seat, 
that  he  might  hear  it  reverently,  Judg* 
iii.  so.    though  it  was  a   bloody  MeC 
fage,  as  it  proved  in  the  Event  ;  yet  fo 
much  the  common  Diftates  of  Reafoa 
might  teach  you,  that  ye  (hould  arue. 
and  compofe  your  felves  to  reverent  and 
awful  Attention  to  what  the  Lord  God 
Will  (peak.   But  when  moreover  we  know 
that  the  Sum  of  the  Meflage  is,  to  make 
us  blefled,  and  raife  us  up  to  Communi-  v 
on  with  him  in  his  Joy  and  Happinefs  ; 
we  are  not  only  called  to  Reverence,  as 
to  God,  but  to  ardent  Affedtion  and  De- 
fire,  as  to  him  who  by  all  Means  feeks 
our  Happinefs.    O  how  happy  were  he 
that  could  firft  hear,  and   receive   this 
Meflage  from  him,  and  then  declare  it  to 
others.     But  however,  though  we  (hould 
fail  in  that,  this  doth  not  change  either  the 
Authority,  or  Nature  of  the  Meflage  it 
felf ;  and  therefore,  if  Men  (hould  be  fo 
far  defhtute  of  God,  as  not  to  bring  it 
from  him  immediately,  yet  do  not  yo* 
fbrfake  your  own  Mercy  too ;  but  receive 
it  as  that  which  is  come  forth  from  God ; 
receive  it  for   itfelf,  as  carrying  in  its 
Bofom  a  Fulnefs  of  Joy  to  you ;  and  re. 
Eeet  cmc 
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ceive  it  for  his  Sake  who  moved  this  Em-- 
baffige  firft  after  Sinners,  and  his  Sake 
who  carried  it  to  Sinners,  that  is,  for  the 
Father,  and  tbe  Son ;  to  whofe  Fellow- 
mip you  are  here  invited.  Let  us  then 
hear  the  Meflage. 

7))is  then  is  tbe  Mejfage,  that  God 
is  Light,  &c.    The  Ground  of  Com- 
munion of  Perfons,  is  their  Union  in  Na-. 
ture,  or  Likenefs  one  to  another.     There 
is  fome  general  Society  between  all  Man- 
kind, as  being  conjoined  in  one  common 
Nature ;  but  the  contracting  of  that  in  a 
narrower  Bounds  of  Affinity  and  Con- 
fanguinity,  doth  inlarge  the  Aflc&ion  the 
more:  You  fee  it  is  natural  for thofe  who 
are  joined  by  fuch  Relations  of  Blood 
one  to  another,  to  love  one  another  more 
than  others  out  of  rhefe  Bonds.    But  true 
Friendmip  draws  the  Circle  yet  narower, 
and  contracts  the  Love  that  is  fcattered  a- 
broad  to  Mankind  in  a  ftrang?  Channel, 
to  run  towards  one,  or  a  few  ;  and  the 
Foundation  of  this  is  fome  peculiar  arid 
particular  Similitude,  and  Likenefs  in  Man: 
ners,  and  Sympathy  of  Difpofition,  which 
makes  the  Souls  of  Men  to  melt  one  in- 
to another,  after  fome  Converfe  and  Ac- 
quaintance together ;  this  is  the  Bond  that 
knits  this  near  Society  ;  fome  Conformi- 
ty neceflarify  prefupppfed  to  Communi- 
on  and  Fellowmip.     Nqw   that  which 
holds  foin  the  Communion  of  Mali  with 
Man,   muft  be   much  more  needful  in 
Mans  Communion  with  God :  For .  all 
the  Societies,  Combinations,  and   Con- 
junctions of  the  Creatures,  are  but  Sha- 
dows of  this  higher  Communication  of 
the  Spirit  of  Man,  with  God  tbe  Father 
of  Spirits.    And  indeed   we  may  find 
fome  rude   Draughts  and  Reiemblances 
of  this  divine  Society,  and  of  the  Rule 
according  to  which  it  muft  be  modeU'd,  I 
in  all  the  friendly  or  near  Conjunctions  of  1 


Creatures  ;  for  every  Thing  is  beft  pre- 
ferved,  and  agreeth  beft  with  Things  of 
its  own  Nature :  See  the  Difpofition  of 
the  Parts  of  the  World;  Things  conti- 
guous, and  neareft  other,  are  alio  likeit 
in  Nature  one  to  another  ;  fo  it  \s  among 
Men,  the  feveral  Agreements*  and  SyrrT- 
;bolizrngs  of  Mens  Spirits  in  different 
f  Qualities  and  Tempers,  makes  feveral 
Sorts  of  Men,  and  parts  them  into  fo 
many  Companies:  Pares  paribus  con- 
gregantur,  JhnileftmiK  gaudet.  " 

Now,  my  Beloved,  this  fame  fuper- 
natural  and  divine  Society  that  we  /peak 
of,  muft  be  conftituted  according  to  this 
fundamental  Rule",  that  is,  It   is  neceP 
fary,  to  the  End  that  God  and  Man  may 
have  Fellowmip  together,  that  they  come  - 
nearer  in  Likenefs.  one  to  another:  Now 
for  God,  you  know  he  cannot  be  liker  us, 
for  he  is  unchangeably  Holy  and  Good; 
That  were  moft  abfurd,  to  bring  down 
his  Majefty  to  partake  of  our  wretched 
Infirmities  of  Sin  and  DarJcnefs.    Indeed 
in  this  he  hajhconje  as  far  as  his  own  Na- 
ture  and  our  Good  would  permit,   to 
communicate  in  our  Nature,  and  all  the 
finlefi  Infirmities  of  it:  It  is  impoffible 
then  that  he  mould  make  up  the  Diftance 
by  any  Change  of  himfelf,  but  we  mud  be 
changed,  and  fome   Way   raifed   up  to 
partake  of  the  Purity  of  his  Nature,  and 
be  transformed  into  fome  LiJcenefs  to  him, 
and  then  is  the  Foundation  of  Society  and 
Fellowmip  laid  down :   This  is  the  A- 
poftle's  Meaning,  in  declaring  to  us  what 
God  is,  that  according  to  that  Pattern, 
and  in  that  Glafs,  we  may  fee  what  to 
conform  our  fclves  to,  and  may  have  a 
particular  Determination    of  the  great 
Qualification  of  thefp  who  pretend  to 
Fellowmip  with  God :    God  is  Light, 
and  in  hwi  is  no  Darknefs.    Now  take     . 
the  juft  Oppofition,  Man  is  Darfcnefi; 
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and  in  him    is   no  Light.     Now     what 
Communion  then  can  Light  have  with 
Darknefs?  Either  the    Light    mutt    be- 
come Darknefs,  or  the  Darknefs  become 
Light ;    either  the  Light  muft  leave  its 
-L.   glorious    Purity,  and  forlake  its  Nature, 
'  .  which  cannot  be  admitted,  or  elfe  the 
Dartnefs  of  Mens  Souls  muft  be  wiped 
off,  and  aboiifhed  by  the  Brightnefs  of 
God's  Light ;  and  then  there  may  be  a 
Communion  between  the  primitive  Light, 
and  the  derivative  Light,  between  the  ori* 
ginal  Light,  and  that  which  flows  out  from 
the  Original.     But  take  Darknefs,  remain- 
ing Darknefs,  and  light,  remaining  Light, 
and  they  cannot  compone   together;   for 
J    the  firft  great  Separation  that  was  made  in 
'^  the  World,  was  between  Light  and  Dark- 
nefs;  And  Godfaw  that  Light  was 


good,    and  God  divided  between  the 

Light  and  the  Darknefs \  Gen.  i.  4.  And 

fo  it  is  impoflible  for  Men  that  live  in  the 

Darknefs  of  their  Minds,   in  Ignorance, 

and  in  rhe  Darknefs  of  finful  Lufts,  that 

they  can  have  any  Fellowfliip  with  God, 

who  is  a  Fountain  of  pure  Light,  ^nd  un* 

defiled  Sanflity.     JVbat  baft  tbou  to  do 

[  to  take  my  Covenant  in  tby  Mouth,  &<:.' 

I  and  this  God  faith  to  the  Wicked,   If  is  an 

incongruous  and    unfuitable   Thing,  for 

Men  to  pretend  Nearnefe  and  Intereft  in 

:  this  God,  and  yet  be  buried  in  Darknefs 

and  Hatred  of  the  Light  of  perfonal  Re- 

r  formation,  as  a  Gold  Ring  in  a  Swine's 

i  Nofe,  that  rather  deforms  the  Jewel,  than 

beautifies  the  Beaft:  So  are  the  Pretend 

ons  of  ignorant  and  wicked  Men,  to.  this 

divine  Society,  Qfr. 


S  E  R  M  O  N    X. 


i  Joh.  i.  J.  This  then  is  the  Meffdge  which  tae  have  heard 
of  him,  and  declare  unto  you,  that  God  is  Light,  Sec.  . 


WHO  is  a  fit  Meflenger  to  declare  this  | 
Meflage?  Can  Darfoefc  compre- 
hend the  Light,  or  apprehend  it  ?  Or  can 
thofe  that  are  blind,  form  any  lively  No- 
tion of  Light,  to  the  Inftruftion  and  Per- 
fuafion  of  others  ?  Truly,  no  more  can 
we  conceive  or  fpeak  of  God,  who  is  that 
pure  Light,  than  a  blind  Man  can  dif- 
courfe  on  Colours,  or  a  deaf  Man  on 
Sounds ;  H^bo-is  Blind  as  the  Lords 
Servant  ?  And  therefore,  who  are  more 
ma  meet  to  declare  this  Meflage  of  Light  ? 


What  Reverence  aid  godly  Fear  ought    / 
this  to  be  declared  withal-,  when  mortal    ' 
Man  fpeaks  of  the  eternal  God    unto" 
mortal  Men  ?  What  Compofure  of  Spirit 
fhould  be  in  us  ?  What  Trembling   an* 
Adoration  ?  For  at  our  beft,  'we  can  but    • 
declare  our  own  Ignorance,  and  the  fur* 
theft  Attainment  in  this  Knowledge,  is 
but  a  further  Difcovery  of  Man's  Dart- 
nefs.  We  have  three  Ways  of  creeping 
towards  that  glojriqus  Light  of  Gad,  Jhrjt.  .* 
his  own  Works  are  like  fome  vifiWe  Ap- 
pearance* 
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pearanees  of  that  invifible  and  incompre- 
hensible God  ;  aod  in  thefe  we  know  him, 
but  not  what  he  is  in  himfelf.  Confider 
bow  dark  and  dull  we  arc  in  piercing 
into  .the  hidden  Natures  of  Things,  even 
below  us,  as  Beads  and  Plants :  We  be- 
hold fqpne  Effe&s  How  from  them,  but 
from  what  Principle  thefe  do  flow,  that 
we  know  not ;  How  much  lefs  oan  we  ap- 
prehend any  Thing  fuitable  of  the  divine 
Majefty,  that  is  infinitely  above  us,  from 
thefe  wonderful  and  glorious  Works  of 
his  Power  and  Wifdom  ?  Man  isindowed 
with  Wifdom,  to  do  fome  excellent 
Works  of  Att,  as  Planting,  Grading, 
Building*  Painting,  Weaving,  and  fuch 
like.  Sue  the  Beads  that  are  below  us, 
cannot  apprehend  from  thefe  Works,  what 
the  Nature  of  Mao  is.  Now  is  tflere  not 
a  more  infinite  Diftance,  a  greater  DiP 
proportion  berween  us  and  the  divine  Na- 
ture, fo  that  we  cannot  rife  up  to  an.  un- 
derstanding Notion  of  it,  in  it  felf  ?  Nay, 
befides,  one  Man  will  do  many  Things 
which  another  cannot  underftand,  he  be- 
holds the  Art  of  it,  he  fees  the  Matter, 
but  yet  he  cannot  pierce  into  the  Mind  of 
the  Work-man,  and  look  upon  that  Wif- 
dom and  Idea  of  his  Mind.  Therefore 
all  that  we  can  conclude  from  thefe  won- 
derful Works  of  God,  is  fome  iilent  Ad- 
miration of  him.  If  thefe  be  fuch,  then 
what  muft  he  be  ?  How  infinitely  diftant 
from  them,  and  tranfeendent  over  them  ? 
But /what  he  is,  thefe  cannot  declare,  and 
we  cannot  apprehend.  Then  we  ufe  to 
climb  up  to  the  Knowledge  of  God,  by 
attributing  to  him  all  the  Perfection*,  Ex- 
cellencies, and  Eminencies  of  the  Crea- 
tures :  Whatfoever  commends  them,  we 
apprehend  that  originally  and  infinitely  in 
him;  and  thus  we  fpellout  that  Name 
tjjatis  moft  limply  one,  in  many  Letters, 
and  Characters,  according  to  our  mean 
Gipacky,  a  Children  when  they  begin  to  ' 


learn  ;  fo  we  afcribe  to  him  Wifdom, 
Goodnefs,  Power,  Juftice,  Holinefs' 
Mercy,  Truth,  &c0  All  whi^h  Names 
being  taken  from  the  Creatures,  and  fo 
having  Significations  fuited  to  our  Imper- 
fections, they  muft  needs  come  infinitely 
toon  of  him,  and  fo  our  Apprehenfions  of 
them :  Thefe  are  fcattered  among  the 
Creatures,  therefore  they  caufe  diverfe 
Conceptions  in  us ;  but  all  thefe  are  unit- 
ed in  him;  He  is  a  moft  Ample,  pure 
Being,  that  eminently  and  virtually  is  all 
Things ;  and  properly  is  none  of  all. 

Another  Way  we  have  of  apprehend-  «: 
inghim,  by  Way  of  Negation,  denying 
all  the  Imperfeftions  of  the  Creatures, 
and  removing  them  at  an  infinite  Diftance 
from  him ;  and  truly,  though  this  be  an 
Imperfection  in  Knowledge,  yet  it  is  the 
greateft  Knowledge  we  can  attain  to,  to 
know  rather  what  he  is  not,  than  what  he 
is  :  He  is  not  limited  to  any  Place,  nor 
bounded  with  any  Meafures  and  Degrees  c£ 
Perfeftion,  as  Creatures  are;  therefore  we 
call  him  Infinite :  He  is  not  comprehend-  / 
ed  within  the  Limits  of  Time,  but  com- 
prehends all  within  himfelf ;  therefore  he 
is  Eternal:  He  is  not  fubjeft  to  Changes  / 
and  Alterations,  therefore  called  immu* 
table.  He  is  not  compounded,  as  a  JBLe-  ? 
fult  of  diverfe  Parts,  therefore  he  is  moft 
purely  Simple,  and  One :  He  is  not  like 
thefe  Things  we  fee  and  hear,  rhat  fall 
under  our  Senfes  ;  therefore  we  call  him 
a  Spirit,  or  a  fpiritual  Being.  Now  in 
all  thefe  weak  Endeavours  of  Man,  to  de- 
tain and  fix  his  own  Spirit  in  the  Contem- 
plation of  God,  if  he  cannot  reach  the  Un- 
derstanding of  what  God  is,  yet  certainly 
he  will  attain  this  great  Point  of  Wif- 
dom, not  to  be  ignorant  of  his  own  Igno- 
rance. And  truly,  my  Beloved,  this  is  the 
Thing  I  would  have  us  to  learn  to  know, 
that  the  Admiration  of  God  ia  Silence,  if 
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the  beft  Expreflion  of  him.  We  would 
not  fearch  into  thefe  Myfteries,  to  fatisfy 
our  Curiofity,  but  rather  compofe  clur 
Hearts  to  a  continual  Client  Wondering 
before  him  ;  for  where  our  Underftand- 
ings  are  confounded,  and  our  Minds  o- 
verwhelmed  wkh  the  Infinitenefs  of  that 
Glory ;  fo  that  we  can  fee  nothing  but 
our  own  Ignorance  of  all :  This  fhould 
certainly  compofe  all  to  quiet  Admiration, 
for  Silence  and  Wonder  is  the  proper  and 
natural  Pofture  of  a  Soul  that  is  at  a 
Stand,  andean  neither  win  forward  for  in- 
acceflible  Light,  nor  will  retire  backward, 
fur  that  it  apprehends  already. 

T'his  then  if  the  Meffage,  that  God 
is  Light,  becaufe  we  cannot  conceive  in 
our  poor  narrow  Minds,  what  God  is  in 
himfelf,  therefore  he  exprefTeth  to  us  of- 
ten in  Similitudes  to  the  Creatures,  and 
condefcends  to  our  Capacity.  As  he 
Hands  in  manifold  Relations  to  us,  fo  he 
takes  the  moft  familiar  Names,  that  may 
hold  out  to  our  dull  Senfes  what  we  may 
expert  of  him :  Therefore  he  calls  himfelf 
a  Father ,a  King  a  Husband,a  Rock,  a 
Buckler, \n&  JlrongZower,  a  Mountain* 
and  whatlbever  elfe  may  repreient  to  our 
Hearts,  that  which  may  ftrengthen  them 
\  in  believing.  .  But  there  is  no  Creature  fo 
direai/  attributed  to  God,  as  Light : 
None  ufed  to  exprefs  %&$  very  Nature 
and  Being,  as  abftra&ed  from  thefe  Re- 
t  lations,  but  this,  God  is  Light,  andChrift 
^  takes  it  to  himfelf,  the  Light  of  the 
1  World,  and  the  Life  of  Men.  The 
Truth  is,  it  hath  fome  Excellency  in  it  a- 
bove  all  other  vifible  Creatures,  that  it 
may  fitly  carry  fome  Refemblance  to  him. 
The  Scripture  calls  Light  bis  Garment, 
Pfal.  civ.  2.  And  truly  it  is  a  more  glori- 
ous Rob  of  Majefty,  than  all  the  Royal 
and  Imperial  Robs  and  Garments  of  State, 
that  either  Angels  or  Men  could  contrive- 


fbe  LigVt  is,  as  it  were,  a  vifib'e  Ap-  /L 
pcarance  of  the  invifible  God :  He  hath 
covered  his  invifible  Nature  With  this  glo- 
rious Garment,  to  make  himfelf  in  a  Man- 
ner vifible  to  Man.  'Tis  true,  that  Li&t  , 
is,  but  as  it  were,  a  Shadow  of  that  in- 
acceflible  Light,  umbra  Dei,  It  is  the 
dark  Shadow  of  God,  who  is  himfelf  in- 
finitely more  Watmful  and  glorious :  But 
yet,  as  to  us,  it  hath  greater  Glory  and 
Majefty  in  it,  than  any  Creature  befides. 
It  is  the  chief  of  the  Works  of  God,  with- 
out which  the  World  would  be  without 
Form,  and  Void  :  It  is  the  very  Beauty 
of  the  Creation,  that  which  gives  Luftre 
and  Amiablenefs  to  all  thai  is  in  it,  with- 
out which  the  pleafanteft  Paradife  would 
become  a  Wildernefs,  and  this  beautiful 
Structure,  and  adorned  Palace  of  the 
the  World,  a  loathfome  Dungeon.  Be- 
fides the  admirable  Beauty  of  it,  it  hath  a 
wonderful  fwift  Conveyance,  throughout, 
the  whole  World,  the  upper,  and  lower, 
jn  a  Moment,  in  the  Twinkling  of  an  Eye, 
k  is  carried  from  the  one  End  of  Heaven 
to  the  other  in  a  Moment,  and  who  can 
fay  by  what  Way  the  Light  is  parted  .* 
Job  xxxviii.  24.  Moreover  it  carries  a- 
longft  with  it  a  beautiful  Influence,  and 
refrelhing  Heat  and  Warmnefs,  which  is 
the  very  Life  and  Subfiftance  of  all  the 
Creatures  below.  And  fo,  as  there  is  no* 
thing  fo  beautiful,  fo  nothing  fo  univerfalljr 
and  highly  profitable  ;  and  to  all  this,  add 
that  Angular  Property  of  it,  that  it  is  not  -  . 
capable  of  Infeftion.  it  is  of  fuch  abfolute 
Purity,  that  it  can  communicate  it  felf  to 
the  Dung-hill,  as  well  as  to  the  Garden., 
without  receiving  any  Mixture  from  it  2  In 
all  the  Impurities  it  meets  withal,  it  re* 
mains  unmixed,  and  untainted,  and  pre- 
ferves  its  own  Nature  intire.  Now  ycu 
may  perceive  that  there  is  nothing  vifible 
that  is  fitter  to  referable  the  invifible  God, 
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than  this  glorious,  beautiful,  pure,  and  uni- 
verfally  communicable  Creature,  Light. 

Hereby  you  may  have  fhadowed  out 
unto  you  the  Nature  of  God,  that  he  is  an 
all-knowing,  intelligent  Being,  as  Li$htis 
the  firft  and  principal  vtfible  Thing  ;  yea, 
that  which  gives  Vifibihty  to  all  Things  : 
And  fo  is  in  its  own  Nature  a  Manifef- 
.tationof  all  Things  material  and  bodily; 
ib  God  is  the  firft  Objeft  of  the  Under- 
standing ;  Primum  intelligible,  &*  pri- 
mum  intelligent  Nothing  fo  fit  an  Em- 
blem of  Knowledge,  as  Light,  and  truly 
in  that  frefpeft  God  is  the  original  Light,  a 
pure  intellectual  Light,  thai  hath  in  him- 
felf  the  perfe ft  Idea  and  Comprehenfion 
of  all  Things ;  he  hath  anticipated  in  him- 
ielf  the  Knowledge  of  all,  becaufe  all 
Things  were,  fortped  in  his  infinite  Un- 
der/landing, and  lay,  as  it  were,  firft  hid 
in  the  Bowels  of  bis  infinite  Power. 
Therefore  he  is  a  Glob  or  Mafs  of  Light 
and  Knowledge,  like  the  Sun,from  whom 
nothing  is  hid  :  Hell  and  Deflwflion 
are  not  covered  to  bim,  there  is  no  Opa- 
city, no  Darknefs  or  Thicknefs  in  the 
Creation,  that  can  terminate  or  bound 
this  Light,  or  hinder  his  Underftanding  to 
pierce  into  it.  Now  as  all  Things  by  the 
Irradiation  of  the  Light  become  vifible, 
fo  the  Participation  of  this  glorious  Sun 
of  Rigbteoufnefs,  and  the  lhining  of  his 
Beams  into  the  Souls  of  Men,  makes 
them  to  partake  of  that  heavenly  intellectu- 
al Nature,  and  reflefts  a  wonderful 
Beauty  upon  them,  which  is  not  in  the 
reft  of  the  World. 

Betides,  here  is  represented  to  us  the 
ibfoiute  Purity  *nd  Perfection  of  God's 
.Nature,  God  if  Light,  and  in  bim  is  no 
Darknefs:  Beftdes  the  Purity  of  the 
tight  of  Knowledge,  there  is  a  Ptxity  of 
the  Beauty  of  Holinefs,  the  glorious  Light 
of  God  his  Venue,  and  Power,  and  Wif- 


dom,  is  communicated  to  all  the  Crea- 
tures ;  there  is  an  univerfal  Extent  of  his 
Influence  towards  the  good  and  bad,  as 
the  Sun  fhines  on  both,  and  yet  there  is 
no  Spot  or  Stain  upon  his  Holinefs  or 
Kighteoufnefs,  from  all  his  intermingling 
with  the  Creatures,  the  worft  and  bafeft 
Creatures.  All  his  Works  are  holy  and 
righteous,  even  his  Works  in  unholy  and 
unrighteous  Men ;  he  draws  no  Defile- 
ment from  the  bafeft  of  the  Creatures, 
nor  yet  from  the  Sinfulncfs  of  it :  He  can 
be  intimately  prefem  and  conjoined  in 
working,  in  Venue  and  Powei ,  in  Care 
and  Providence,  with  the  Dirt  and  Mire 
of  the  Streets,  with  the  Beafts  of  tht 
Field,  and  yet  that  is  no  Stain  upon  his 
Honour  or  Credit,  as  Men  would  fuppofe 
it  to  be.;  no  more  than  it  is  a  Difhonour 
to  the  Sun  to  (bine  on  the  Dung-hill  ;  in  a 
Word,  there  is  no  Mixture  of  Ignorance, 
Darkneft,  Impurity,  or  Iniquky  in  him,' 
not  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Change  or  Tur- 
ning, not  the  leaft  Seed  of  Imperfection  ; 
in  regard  of  him  the  Moon  is  not  clean, 
and  the  Sun  is  fpotted  ;  in  refpeft  of  his 
Holinefs,  Angels  may  be  charged  with 
Folly. 

Then  add  unto  this,  to  make  up  the 
Refemblance  fuller,  the  Bounty  and  Be- 
nignity of  his  Influence  upon  the  World, 
the  Flowing  forth  of  his  infinite  Good- 
nefs,  that  inricheth  the  whole  Earth. 
Look  as  the  Sun  is  the  greateft  and  moft 
univerfal  Benefaftor,  his  Influence  and 
Heat  is  the  very  .Renovation  of  the  World, 
it  makes  all  new,  and  green  and  flourifii- 
ing  ;  it  puts  a  Youth  upon  the  World, 
and  fo  is  the  very  Spring  and  Fountain 
of  Life  to  all  fublunary  Things.  How 
much  is  that  true  of  the  true  Light,  of 
the  Subftantial,  of  whom  this  Sun  is  but 
a  Shadow.  He  is  the  Life  of  the  World, 
and  the  Light  of  Men.    Every  good 

Gift, 
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Gift,  and  every  perfect  Donation  dc- 
fcends  from  him,  Jam.  i.  17-  his  Influ- 
ence is  more  univerfal  to    the  being,  to 
the  moving,  to  the  living  of  all  Things. 
And  then  Jefus  Cbrift  the  Sun  of  Rigb- 
teoufnefs  is  carried  about  in  the  Orb  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  in  his  Beams  there  is  a 
healing  Venue;  thefe  are  the  Refreshments 
of  poor    wearied  Souls,  that  are  fcorch- 
ed  with  the  Angar  of  God.     There  is  an 
admirable  Heat  and  Warmnefs  of  Love 
and  Affeftion,   that  this  glorious  Light 
carries  imbofomed  in  it,  and   that  is  it 
that  pierces  into  Souls,  ana*  warms  Hearts, 
and  quickens  dead   Spirits,    and  puts  a 
new  Face  upon  all  again.    This  is  the 
Spring  of  all  the  Life  that  is  truly  Spiritu- 
al, and  it  hath  as  fweet  and  comfortable 
Effe&s  upon  the  Souls  of  Men,  who  re- 
ceive  the  Truth  in  Love,  the  Light  in 
Love,  that  is,  the   Light  with  Heat,  as 
ever  the  Sun  approaching  near  the  Earth 
hath  had  upon  Plants  and  living  Creatures. 
And  to    complete   the    Refemblance 
more,  there  may  be   fomething  of  the 
Infallibility   and   Incomprehenfibility  of 
the  Divine  Majefty  here  represented  ;  for 
tho*  nothing  be  clearer  than   the  Light, 
yet  there  is  nothing  in  its  own  Nature 
darker  than  Light :  That  which  is  fo  ma- 
nifeft  to  the  Eyes,  how  obfcure  is  it  to 
the  Understanding?  Many  Debates  and 
Inquiries  have  been  about  it,  but  yet  it  is 
not  known  what  that  is,  by  which  we 
know  all  -Things.     Certainly,  fuch  is  the 
Divine  Light :  It  is  inconceivable  and 
inexpreffible,  therefore  he  is faid  to  dwell 
in  Light  inaccejfible,  and  full  of Glory , 
1  Tim.  vi.  16.  There  is  a  twofold  Dark- 
nefs  that  hinders  us  to  fee  God,  a  Dark- 
nets  of  Ignorance  in  us,  and  a  Darknefs  of 
inaccefllble  Light  in  him :  The  one  is  a 
Vail  upon  our  Hearts,  which  blinds  and 
darkens  the  So»ls  of  Men,  that  they  do 


I  not  fee  that  which  is  manifeft  of  God» 
J  even  in  has  Works.    O  that  Cloud  of  Urr 
belief  that  is  fpread  over  our  Souls,  which 
hinders  the  glorious  Rays  of  that  Divine 
Light  to  (bine  into  them.     Tfiis  Darkneft 
Satan  contributes  much  t6,  who  is  the 
Prince  of  Darkneft,  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  This 
makes  the  mofl  Part  of  Souls  like  Dunge- 
ons within,  when  the  glorious  Light  of 
the  Gofpel  furrounds  them  witfjout :  This 
Earthlinefs  and  Carnality  of  our  Hearts. 
makes  them  like  the   Earth,  receive  onl/ 
the  Light  in  the  upper  and  outward  Super- 
rice,  and  not  fuffer  it  to  be  tranfmittedinto 
our  Hearts,  to  change  them.     But  when  it 
p.'eafeth  him,  who  at  the  fir  ft,  by  a  Word 
of  Power,  commanded  Light  tojbineout 
of  Darknefs,  he  can  fcatter  that  Cloud  of 
Ignorance,  and  draw  away  the  Vail  of 
Unbelief,  and  can  by  his  Power  and  Art, 
fo  transform  the  Soul,  as  to  remove  it* 
earthly  Quality,  and  make  it  tranfparem 
and  pure,  and  then  the  Light  will  mine  in- 
to the  Heart;  and  get  free  Accefi  Into  the 
Soul.     But  though  this  Darkneft  were 
wholly  removed,  there  is  another  Dark- 
nefs, that  arifeth  not  from  the  Want  of 
Light,  but  from  the  exceffive  Super-abun- 
dance of   Light  ;    Caligo  lucis  nimi*, 
that  is,  a  divine  Darknefs,  a  Darknefs  of 
Glory,  fuch  an  infinite  Excefs  and  Super* 
plus  of  Light  and   Glory,  above  all  cre- 
ated Capacities,  that  it  dafcles  and  con- 
founds all  mortal  or  created  Underftand. 
ings.    We  fee  fome  Shadows  of  this,  if 
we  look  up  to  the  clear  Sun ;  we  are  able 
to  fee  nothing  for  too  much  Light,  there 
is  fuch  an  infinite  Difproportion  here  be- 
tween the  Eye  of  our  Mind,,  and  this  di- 
vine Ligfr  of  Glory,  that  if  we  curioufly 
pry  iqto  it,  it  is  rather  confounding  and  a- 
ftorfiming  ;  and  therefore  it  fills  the -Souls 
of  Saints  with  continual  filer*  Admiration 
and  Adoration. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    XI 

>  John  i.  s-  This  then  *is  the  Mtfage  vthich  toe  have  heard 
of  him,  and  declare  unto  you,  that  God  is  Light,  and  in 
him  is  no  Darknefs  at  all. 


tTK% 


_  J  E  Religion  conftfts  not  only  in 
the  Knowledge  of  God,  but  efpe- 
cially  in  Conformity  to  him,  and  Contmu- 
nion  with  him.  Communion  and  Fel- 
lowlhip  with  God  is  the  greaj  End  and 
Defignof  the  Gofpel,  and  it  is  the  great 
Relult  of  ail  a  Chriftian's  Pains  and  Pro- 
gress ;  it  is  not  only  the  greateft  Part  of 
Religion,  but  the  very  Reward  of  Re- 
-ligion  too ;  for  Piety  hath  its  Reward 
of  Happinefs  in  the  Bofom  ©fit,  without 
borrowing  from  external  Things.  Now 
that  which  this  fweet  and  fragrant  Fruit, 
which  perfumes  all  the  Soul  with  Delight, 
and  fills  ir  with  Joy,  fprings  out  of,  is, 
Conformity  to  God,  Mimilation  of  Na- 
ture and  Difpofition,  fome  Likenefs  to 
God  imprinted  on  the  Soul  again  in  holy 
Affections  and  Difpofuipns,  a  Co-inci- 
dency  of  our  Will  with  the  Will  of  God, 
Drowning  of  it  in  the  Sea  of  his  good  Plea- 
fure,  his  Law  in  the  inward  Parts.  Now 
what  is  the  Root  of  this  Conformity,  but 
the  Knowledge  of  God?  This  is  that 
which  hath  a  Vertue  to  transform  the  Soul 
into  his  Similitude  :  You  fee  then  where 
true  Religion  begins  loweft,  and  by  what 
Means  it  grows  up  to  the  fweet  Fruit  of 
that  eternal  Joy  that  Ihail  be  prefled  out 


of  the  Grapes  of  FeHowftiip  with  God- 
So  then  whatofever  i$  declared  of  God 
unto  us  in  bis  Word,  whatsoever  is  hoi-  - 
den  forth  of  him,  it  is  not  only  fee  forth 
to  be  th^Subjeaof  our  Knowledge,  but 
efpecially  to  be  a  Pattern  »or  Imitation, 
and  to  be.  an  inflaming  Motive  to  our 
AflWtion ;  This  is  the  very  Subflance  of 
the  Ferfe. 

&ns  then  if  the  Meffagd  1  declare 
that  G*d  is  Light,  and  this  I  heard  not 
from  Chrift  only  for  the  Satisfaftion  of 
my  Curiofity,  nor  do  I  declare  it  to  you 
only  that  you  may  know  it,  as  if  you  had 
no  more  to  do -with  it,  but  efpecially  that 
ye  may  know  what  ye  ought  to  bt  in  Con- 
formity to  that  Light ;  the  End  of  yonr 
knowing  God,  is  to  become  liker  God,  if  fe 
,  be  ye  would  have  Communionwith  him. 

Let  us  take  this  Rule  then,  to'mea- 
fure  all.  our  Searohings  after  God,  and  In- 
quiring! into  him  ;  certainly  there  ought 
to  be  more  MeditatioiL  and  Inquiry  of 
Heart  upon  this  Subject  becaufe  it  is  the 
Spring  of  all  life  to  the  Soul;  it  is  that 
which  enricheth  it  mofl,  and  fills  it  with 
Peace,  Joy,  and  Delight,  and  brings  in  a . 
Treafure  into  *a  Man's  Heart,  iuch  as - 
Chrift  ipeaks  of*  ui  &%$d  Man  out  of 
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'the  good  freafure.of  bis  Heart,  &c. 
Meditation,  much  Meditation  on  God,  a 
Stayednefs  and  Fixednefs  of  Spirit  upon 
him,  lays  up  a  Treafure  in  the  Heart ; 
this  is  it  that  makes  fuch  a  difference  be- 
tween the  Heart  and  Mouth  of  a  ri^h- 
tous  Man,  and  a  wicked  Man ;  the  Heart 
of  the  Wicked  is  little  worth,  for  the  to- 
tal Want  of  this  ;  and  therefore  their 
Lips  and  Tongues  are  void  of  Edification, 
full  of  Corruption.   But  where  this  Spring 
floweth  within,  it  maketh  the  Mouth  of 
a  Man  like  a  Well  of  Life  ;  it  maketh 
his  Lips  like  choife  Silver.     O,  the  Scanti- 
nefsand  Negleftofthis  amongft  Chrifti- 
ans,  makes    all  to   wither  and  decay  : 
there  is  iirtk  Searching  after  the  Almighty, 
liule  imploying  and  inter taining  our  Spi- 
rits about  him  ;  low,  (lender,  and  fingle 
Thoughts  and   Apprehenfions    of  him, 
which  cannot  but  caule  a  deliquium  and 
Decay  in  all  the   Farts  of  Chriftianity , 
wheri  the  very  Sun  is  eclipfcd  from  us  by 
our  Ignorance,  and  Inconfideration   of 
him:    And    that  fo  long,  it  muft  have 
dreadful  Effects  upon  us.    Therefore  let 
us  be  exhorted  to  this  Study,  to  give  our 
Spirits  to  this  Imployment,  to  think  more 
on  God.    But  as  I  was  faying,  there  is 
need  of  a  Rule  to  meafure  us  in  it,  and 
of  fome  Caution  about  it,  that  is,  that  we 
have  our  End  rightly  eflablifhed,  what 
we  aim  at  in  enquiring  after,  or  medi- 
tating upon  God.     If  it  be  only  to  give 
Intertainment    to  the  Curiofity  of  our 
Minds,  as  in  the  Contemplation  of  natu- 
ral Things,  if  it  be  only  to  pry  into  Se- 
crets arid  Myfteries,  and  to  labour  to 
comprehend  that  which  is  incomprehen- 
tible,  then  we  lofeour  Labour,  and  we  are 
in  Danger  to  meet  with  a  confumingFire, 
in  fteadof  inftrufting  and  refrefhing Light. 
I  woitfd  fherefore  have  ihis  guarded   a- 
gainft,  the  inj&uabte  Defire  and  Greedi- 


nefs  of  our  Minds  after  the  Knowledge 
of  fecret  Myfteries.  Wemuftfet  Bounds 
hece,  and  not  over-ftretch  or  ftrain  our 
Underftandings,  to  compafs  his  infinite 
Being,  as  it  is  in  itfclf :  Let  'us  rather 
take  nim  up  as  he  is  revealed  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  fo  meditate  on  him  as  mani-*  * 
fefted  in  his  Word  and  Works,  his  Grace, 
Mercy,  Power,  Wifdora,  &c.  and  read 
his  Name  with  Delight  in  thefe  large 
Volumes  fpread  before  our  Eyes,  &c. 

Now  the  juft  meaiuring  and  regulat- 
ing of  all  Knowledge  of  God,  is  to  direft 
it  to  a  further  End,  to  have  nothing  be- 
fore us  but  this,  that  we  may  reverence, 
adore,  fear,  and  love  him  fo  much  the 
more :  And  this  is  the  Thing  that  maketh 
Accefs  to  him  moft  ealy  and  fweer, 
when  the  Defign  a  Soul  hath,  in  all  its 
Searchings  about  him,  is  for  this  Purpofe, 
to  the  End  it  may  love  him,  and  wor- 
ship him  more  'fuitably,  and  be  more  con- 
formed to  him,  when  he  is  to&ed  upon 
as  a  Pattern  ojf  our  Conformity,  that  is 
the  right  Apprehenfion  and  Up-taking  of 
him,  to  know  that  God  Is  Light,  and  ' 
fo  to  know  it,  as  in  it  to  behold  the  Ne» 
ceffity  of  what  Qualification  Jhould  be  in  * 
us,  that  is  indeed  to  know  God.  My 
Beloved,  let  us  confider  that  fo  much  we 
know  of  God,  as  we  love  him,  and  fear 
him,  and  are  conformed  unto  him  :  For 
that  Knowledge,  which  is  not  about  this 
Work  and  Delign ;  it  is  for  no  "other  Pur- 
pofe,  but  to  be  a  Witnefs  againft  a  Man, 
and  the  mofthainous  Aggravation  of  his 
Sins. 

To  come  then  to  the  Particular  in  Hand, 
God  is  Light,  and  that  ishokien  out  and 
declared  for  this  End,  that  there  may  be 
Pattern  of  the  Qualification  of  all  that  in- 
tend to  enter  into  that  Society ;  if  ye 
would  have  Fellowship  with  God,then  con- 
fider what  you  ingage  into,  what  manner 
f  f  f  2      '  of 
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•   a//:  v.  r.v.r  ..-T.7  w .  v. .-.  Kz^^'/t^t  of 
',  t«:.      Tv*:\;*,   itr*  :x  Ur.v.  fc  -Je 
So,   .?...•  i*  *&*?*  Lv*  -"  "-~-  isde-s- 
Vxj" '**.'*  -?  ■"■  v..  •r.i'  *c»-  d  --ire  srt  5o- 
•  *—  y  ;   W  «r  r:.  -  ft  **  •  -?.-.  ::  0  :z.t  i  ir.  :o  r  ha! 
tiv  .:+>  *-ti  n.vie  Cr~l::tz  'A  Up0-  *'=>'' 
w"?  CiiJrer.  of  Darkr-efs.    N*^w  ai 
r>re  j;  a  L:*'.:  of  Lr.f^fhnfr.-z.  acJ 
W/Cv,:r.   ir*  God,  to  J  a  Lusr.t  of  Ho.i- 
r^fj  i.-,-i  Yjttv.jt  i»  fere  ii  in  our  So -Is 
<rfy,k*t  co   ib?fe#  a    Dinutfi  of  Igno- 
ra.v.c  a  ,1  L'.-Atljef,  arid  a  DarLnefs  of 
Shi,  a.vl  Unyirry  of  AiTetfior.s.     Now 
«to/  Communion  can  Light  oor-e  vttu 
/Jarkjufi*    Let  ever/  Man  ask  this  ar 
hit  own  Heart,  if  there  be  no  Happinefs 
wi'hout   thit    Society,    and    00   Poffibi- 
lify  of  thit  Society,  while  I  remain    in 
Darknefi  ;  then  is  it  not  high  Time  to 
come  to  the  Light  ?    This  then  is  the 
tit  it  Change  that  is  made  in   a  Soul,  the 
Darkncfi  of  Ignorance  and  Unbelief  is 
driven  ou\  by  ihc   Approach  of  that  gb- 
rio'u  Light  of  the  Gofj  e!  into  the  Heart ; 
then  it  dik'fvcrtd  into  the  Soul  that  De- 
formity of  Sin,  that  Lothfomnefsinitfelf, 
that  it  never  apprehended  ;    Then  there 
it  1  Manifestation  of  the  hidden  Works 
of  Darknefs,  of  the  defperatc  Wicked- 
nef*  of  the  Heart,  which  lay  unobfer- 
ved,  and  un-fufpetfed  all  the  while,  and 
now  a  Man  cannot  in  that  View  but  ab- 
hor hiuifelf,  for   that  which  none  clfe 
can  fee   in  him.     And  there  is  withal 
manifefted   that    glorious    Holinefi  and 
furity  in  God,  that  inviolable  Righteouf- 
liefs,  that  omnipotent  Power,  which  for- 
mer ly  were  never  fcrrouily  thought  upon ; 


z-\  *  ::>tie  are 
k:t  a  5er.oer 

s  a  Ma.-*£efhbrx:  z:-?jz  Grace  ird  Good- 
aefi  c:  God  in  Cfcr;3,  nh;:.-:   i£srer* 
1  War  rf  Sfradtt,  aai  De.:;err  frona 
Sa  acd  Wrai  ;  asd  dis  perri.-*:?:  azJ 
reir*-ihes&  a;i  the  Far-Ires  c:":-.*  Si.L 
Tbui  ae  Sou  is  ia  a  Par:  czr.f-jrrr.ti  :o 
thai  cuffakl  Ufeh%  waea  a  Eea.-=  ii  S-r.t 
frxr. ;:,  ani  rarh  ^itrcrd  \zzz*  tr.t  \\zir%9 
aad  C^xered  :he  Darc:fis,  that  ±d  a.i- 
riiaxe  the  Minis  of  Men  frcx  God.     B„r 
ir  is  not  only  a-.  Li jxiiurbn  of  the  Fore- 
face,  aad  Outer-fide  of  the  So-.',  a;r  on- 
ly a  C&nrifton  ofrhe  Judlgsenc  inthefe 
Tbp^s.  but  by  Vctvj*  of  liar   divine 
Heat  that  ic  tranfoiitred   with  the  Lighr 
of  the  Gofpel,  the  SoJ  is  purified  and . 
cleanLed  from  its  grofler  Nature,  znd  fo 
is  made  rraaf^areLt,  that  the  Light  mar 
fbioe  mio  the  very  Inwards  of  the  Hearr  1 
and  this  is  the  fpeciaJ  Point  ofConfonm* 
ty  to  God,  to  have  our  Souls  purged  from 
theDarknefsofujjfiif,  C2Tihlyt  and  mud- 
dy Afleftions,  ro  have  them  purified  by 
the  Light  of  Cod9  ftom  ail  the  Works 
and  Lulls  of  Darknefs,  and  the  fhining 
Beauty  of  holy  Affeftions  and  Inclinati- 
ons,  to  fucceed  and  fill  up   the  vacant 
Room.    IfKnowledgeonly  refidein  our  * 
Brains,  and  fend  not  down  warm  Beams  - 
to  quicken  and  inflame  the  Heart,  then  . 
it  is  barren  and  unfruitful,  it  is  cold  2nd 
unprofitable.   If  it  hover  only  alone  in  our 
Heads,  and  keep  a  Motion  there,  bat  fends 
down  no  refre/hing  Showers  to  the  Affec- 
tions, which  may  make  us  abound  in  good 
Fruits,  then  it  is  like  the  windy  Clouds, 
Clouds  without  Rain,    that  pafs  away 
without  any  Benefit  to  tMthirfty  Ground. 
Let  us  then  take  this  alongs  with  us,  let 
the  Impreflion  of  this  Description  of  the 
Divine  Majefty  abide  on  our.  Hearts. 
God  is  Light ;  and  if  we  often  ruminare 
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and  ponder  on  this,  I  think  it  will  make 
ms  often  to  refleft  upon  our  fefves,  how 
we  are  Darknefs,  and  this  will  breed 
fome  Carefulnefs  and  Defire  in  the  Sou), 
how  to  have  this  Darknefs  removed,  that 
there  may  be  a  Soul  capable  of  divine 
Illuftration.  This  is  it  that  advanceth 
the  Soul  to  the  neareft-  Conformity  with 
God,  the  looking  often  upon  God,  till 
our  Souls  be  inlightned,  and  our  Hearts 
purified,  and  this  again  puts  the  Soul  in 
the  neareft  Capacity  for  that  blefled  Com- 
munion with  God.  Blejfed  are  the 
pure  in  Heart,  for  tbey  Jball  fee  God, 
Mat.  v.  8.  Truly,  it  is  not  Profound- 
nefs  of  Ingine,  it  is  not  Acutenefs  and 
Sharpnefs  of  Wit.  it  is  not  Pregnancy  in 
Undetftanding,  or  Erainency  in  Parts, 
that  will  difpofe  the  Soul  to  this  blefled 
Vifion  of  God,  and  frame  it .  to.a.  Capa- 
city of  Fellowlhip  with  hte  ;^no,  there 
needs  no  extraordinary  Parrs  for  this,  no- 

,  thing  but  that  .the  Hdart  be  purified  from 
Corruptions,  thofe  in-ward  earthly  Quali- 
ties, that  are  like  fo  many  vitious  and 

[  grofs  Humours,  filling  the..  Organ  of  the 
Sight,  thefe,  Pride,  Conceit,  Self  love, 
Pajffion,  dinger,  Malice,  Envy,  Strife 
CovetQufnefs,  Love  of  Pleafures,  Jim- 
hition\  thtfe,  I  fay,  that  poflefs  the  Hearts 
of  the  mod  excellent  natural  Spirits,  carls 
a  Mift  upon  their  Eyes,  and  hinders 
them  to  fee  God,  or  enjoy  that  Delight 
in  him,  that  fome  poor,  weak,  and  Ig- 
norant Creatures,  whofe  Hearts  the 
Lord  hath  purged  from  Sin,  .do  find  in 
Cod,    Therefore,  if  any  of  you  bave  an  I 


Aim  at  this,  to  have  Fellowlhip  with 
God,  know  both  for  your  Direction,  and 
your  Incoufagement,  that  Godis  Ligbu\± 
For  your  Direction,  becaufe  that  muft 
be  your  Pattero,  and  if  you  have  no  Study 
that  Way,  to  be  like  him  in  Holinefs, 
you  (hall  not  fee  him.  But  take  it  like- 
wife  for  an  Incouragement,  for  that  Stile 
carries  not  only  the  Neceflity  of  what  he 
muft  be,  but  it  holds  out .  likewife  the 
Fountain  and  Store-houfe  of  all1  our  Qua- 
lifications,  for  God  is  Light,  the  origi- 
nal, primitive  Light,  all  muft  borrow  of 
him,  and  (hat  Light  is  freely  and  impar- 
tially communicable  to  poor  Sinner*  .- 
W*itb  thee  is  the  Fountain  of  Life,  and 
in  thy  Light  Jball  we  fee  Light.  Let  a 
Soul  that  apprehends  its  own  Dacknefj 
and  Dirtance  from  him,  thus  incouragc 
itfelf.  My  Light  is  but  a  Beam  derived 
from  his  Light,  and  there  is  no  Want  in 
him :  He  is  a  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  if 
I  (hut  not  up  my  Heart  though  Unwilling- 
nefs  and  Unbelief,  if  I  defire  not  to  keep 
my  Sins,  but  wotild  be  purgedfrom  them; 
then  that  glorious  light  may  (hine  witfc- 
out  Stop  and  Impediment  into  my  Heart : 
He  is  not  only  Light  in  his  own  Nature, 
but  he  is  a  Light  to  us,  and  if  he  pleafe 
to  remove  that  which  is  interpofed  be-, 
tween  him  and  us,  it  fliall  be  Day-light 
in  our  Hearts  again.  Thus  a  Soul  map 
ftrengthen  itfelf  to  wait  on  him,  and  by 
looking  thus  up  to  him,  and  fixing  on 
him,  we  (hall  be  enlightncd,  and  ouci 
Faces  not  be  athamed. 
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S  E  R  MON    XII. 

i  John  i.  6.  If  we  fay  that  wt  have  Felh&fbip  with  him, 
and  walk  in  Darknefs,  we  lie>  &c. 


THERE  is  nothing  in  Which  Men 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fb  earily 
deceived,  as  in  thu  higheft  Concernment 
of  Religion,  in  which  the  eternal  Intereft 
of  their  Souls  lies ;  There  is  no  Delulion 
either  fo  grofs,  or  fo  univerfil  in  any 
other  Thing,  as  in  this  Thing,  in  regard 
of  which,  all  other  Trrings  are  nothing. 
This  haih  ovcrfpread  ihe  World,  (  to 
fpeak  only  of  that  Pan  which  pretends  to 
Chriftianity)  a  firong,  .pertinacious,  and 
blind  Fancy  of  being  injefus  Chrift,  and 
having  Intereft  in  Saltation.  I  cail  it  a 
blind  and  ignorant  Fancy,  for  truly  Igno- 
rance and  Darknefs  is  the  ftrongeft  Foun- 
dation of  fuch  Conceits  :  fapifts  call  it  the 
Mother  of  Devotion  ;  it  is  true,  in  this 
Senfe  it  is  the  Mother  of  a  Man's  ground- 
Jefs  Devo:ton  towards  himfelf,  that  is, 
of  Delation:  This,  together  with  Self- 
love,  which  always  hood-winks  the  Mind, 
and  will  not  fuffer  a  ferious  impartial 
Examination  of  a  Man's  feJf ;  thefe  I  fay, 
are  the  Bottom  of  this  vain  Perfwafion, 
that  pofli-fleth  the  generality  of  Men. 
Now  what  it  wants  of  Knowledge,  it 
hath  of  Wilfulnefs;  it  is  a  Conceit  altoge- 
ther void  of  Reafon,but  it  is  fo  wilfu],and 
pertinacious,  that  it  is  almoft  utterly  in- 
convincible,  and  lo  it  puts  Souls  in  the 
mod  defperatc  forlorn  JEftate  that  can  be 


i  imagined,  it-makes  them,  zs  the  Apofde 
;fpeaks,  Efbef.  v.  6.  v U<  *  •V«dittto 
;  Children  of  Imperfesqfion,  it  is  rendred 
commonly  Children  of  Dijbbedience, 
f  and  indeed  ibey  are  joined  together,  they 
:  are  Children  of  Disobedience,  carrying 
the  manrfeftChaxafters  of  Wrath  upon 
them ;  yet  dley  are  withal,  Children  of 
Imperfwafion,  uncapable  of  any  Perfwa- 
(ion  contrary  to  thefe  deluding  fnfinuations 
of  their  own  Minds,  though  they  be  ma- 
nifeft  to  all  Men  to  be  Sons  of  Difobe- 
dience,  living  in  Rebellion  again  ft  God, 
yet  it  is  not  poffiWe  to  perfuade  them  of 
it ;  they  are  as  far  from  Conviction  of 
what  they  are,  as  Reformation  to  what 
they  (hould  be.  Notwithftanding  if  Men 
would  but  give  an  impartial  and  attentive 
Ear  to  what  the  Apoftle  fays  here,  I 
fuppofe  the  very  Frame  of  his  Argument 
is  fo  convincing,  that  he  could  not  but 
leave  feme  Impreflion .-  If  any  Thing 
will  convince  a  Child  of  Jmperfwafion. 
the  Terms  here  propounded  are  fitted, 
God  is  Light,  and  in  him  is  no  Dark- 
nefs.  Hence  it  follows  by  inavoidable 
Confequence,  as  clear  as  the  Light,  that 
no  Man  can  have  Fellowship  with  God, 
that  walks  in  Darknefs. 

Thofe  that  delude  themfelves  in  this 
Mauer,  are  of  two  Kinds,  the  Generality 
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pretend  to  Chriftianity  in  general,  and 
to  an  Intereft  in  Salvation,  but  ifwede- 
fcend  into  the  chief  Parts  and  Members  of 
Chriftianity,  as  Hoiinefs,  Fellowfoip  with 
God,  walking  after  the  Spirit,  and  fiich 
like,  thefe  they  do  not  fo  much  as  pretend 
to  ;  and  withal,  think  they  have  a  Difpen- 
fation  from  fuch  Stri&nefs,  and  make  it  a 
fufficient  Plea  that  rhey  are  not  fuch,  be- 
caufe  they  never  profefled  to  be  fuch : 
Others  again,  though  fewer,  can  pretend 
even  to  thefe  higher  Points  of  Chriftiani- 
ty* as  Communion  with  God,  walking  af- 
ter the  Spirit,  and  indeed  in  this  they  are 
more  confonant  to  their  Profeflion  of 
Chriftianity :  But,  as  the  Apcrftle  faith, 
there  may  be  a  practical  Lie  in  it  too,  if 
we  conlider  and  compare  their  Practice 
with  their  Profeflion. 

I  would  fpeak  a  Word  by  way  of  Pre- 
paration to  you  who  are  of  the  firft  Sort, 
that  is  the  very  Multitude  of  Profefling 
Chriftians,  becaufe  you  do  not  profefsfo 
much  as  others,  and  do  nqt  give  out  your 
felves  for  the  Students  of  Holinefs,you  think, 
your  felves  exempted  fr#m  the  Stroak  of 
all  this  Soul-piercing  Doftrine  v  you  think 
readily,  it  is  not  pertinent  to  apply  this  tu 
you,  of  walking  contrary. to  yoar  Profef- 
fion, and  fo  committing  this  grofs  Lie,  in 
not  doing  the  Truth.  .  If  am  fay  I  have 
Fellowjbip  with  God,  &cT  And  who 
will  fay  that?  fay  ye.  Who  will  fpeak 
iuch  a  high  Word  of  hirofelf  as  this  ? 
Therefore  fmce  you  do  not  prefume  fo 
high,  you  think  you  havecfcaped  the  Cen- 
ftre  that  follows. 

But  1  befeech  you,  confider  what  your 
Frofeflions  import,  and  what  you  ingage 
your  felves  to,  even  by  the  general  Pro- 
feffion of  Chriftianity.  I  know  you  will 
all  /ay  you  are  Chriftians,  and  hope  to 
be  faved.  Now  do  ye  underftand  what 
is  includedin  that,  if  any  Man  fay,  that  he 


is  a  Chriftian,  he  really  fays  that  he  hath 
Fellowfoip  with  God;  if  any  Man  i?y» 
he  is  a  Chriftian,  he  fays  he  hath  Fellow* 
(hip  with  Chrift,  and  is  Partaker  of  his  Spi- 
rit; for  as  the  Apoftle,  Rom.  viii.  9.  de- 
clares unto  you,  If  any  have  not  the  Spirit 
ofCbrift  be  is  none  of  bis  ;    that  is,  he  is 
no  Chriftian.  For  what  is  it,  I  pray  you,  to 
be  a  Chriftian  ?  is  it  not  to  be  a  new  Crea- 
ture, formed  again  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift? 
2  Cor.  v.  1 7.     Therefore  in  as  far  as 
you  pretend  to  be  Chriftians,  and  yet  art 
not  Profeffbrs  of  Holineft,  and  think  you 
have  a  Difpenfation  from  fuch  a  walking 
in  God,  and  after  Chrift,  you  fail  under 
a  twofold  Contradhftion,  and  commit  a 
twofold  Lie :     firft,  Between  your1  Pro-      / 
feflion  and  Pra&ice ;  then  in  your  Pro*      ( 
feffion  itfelf :  Your  Practice  is  directly 
crofs  to  the,  very  general  Profeffion  of 
Chriftianity.'    Eut  bcfuJes  that,  therein  * 
Contradi&ion  in  the  Boforaof  ypur  Pro- 
feflion ;  you  affirm  you  are  Chriftians, 
and  yet  refufe  the  Profeflion  of  Holinefi  ;~ . 
you  fay  ye  hope  for  Heaven,  and  yet  do 
not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  Cbdlinefs,  and: : 
walking  fpiritually.     Nay,  thefe  you  dif-       • 
join  in  your  Profeflion,  which  are  really       / 
one,  without  which  the  Name  of  Chrifti-  «■  / 
anity  is  an  empty,  vain,  and  ridiculous      \ 
Appellation.  There  muft  be  then  a  great- 
Earknefc  of   Mifapprehenfion  in    your 
Mind*  that  you  take  on  the  Name  of 
Chriftians,  and  will  not  know  what  it 
imports;  and  therefore  in  the  mean  Time, 
you  profefsthat  wtach  deftroys  and  annul '§.  * 
your  former  Profeflion*     Now  certainly, 
this  is  a  grofler  Lie,a  flatter  Contradiction]   .  - 
than  ic  needs  much  Eiiquiry  into,  to  find* 
it  out.    It  is  fo  plapable,  jhat.  I  wonder 
that  thefe  vejy  common   and  received 
Principles  of  Truth,  do  not  rife  up  with- 
in, to  teftifie  againftit :  For  if  ye  do  not 
owa  the  ftofeflion  of  Hoiinefs  and  Com- 
munion 
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munion  wich  God,  what  Advantage  have 
you  then  of  Chriftianity  ?  tell  me.  What 
will  it  ierve  you  for  ?  Can  it  fave  you  ? 
Can  a  bare,  empty,  contradicted,  and 
blafphemed  Title  fave  you  ?  and  if  it  do 
not  fdvc  you,  it  will  make  your  Condem- 
nation the  greater.  Let  this  then  firft  be 
fettled  in  our  Hearts,  an  J  laid  down  as  1 
Principle,  that  the  moll  general  Profcfli- 
on  of  Chriftianity  lays  an  inviolable  Bond 
and  Obligation  upon  us,  to  all  that  is  im- 
ported in  the  particular  Exprellions  of  a 
Christian's  Nature,  Walk,  and  Society  ; 
whether  we  take  it  fo  or  not,  thus  it  is : 
To  be  a  CJiriiiian  infolds  all  that  can  be 
faid  ;  an  J  if  it  do  not  import  thefr,  it  is 
not  true  to  its  own  Signification,  nor  con- 
formed to  Chrift's  meaning.  You  may  de- 
prave the  World  as  you  pleafe,  and  deform 
that  holy  Calling  fo,  as  it  may  fuit  to  your 
Carriage,  but  according  to  this  Word  in 
this  Acceptation  of  it,  you  (hall  be  judged : 
And  if  your  Judge  (hall  in  that  great  Day 
lay  all  this  great  Charge  upon  you,  what 
will  it  avail  you  now  to  abfolve  your  felves 
in  your  Imaginations,  even  from  the  very 
Obligation  it  felf. 

hex  us  fuppof?  then,  that  you  are  con- 
victed of  this,  that  Chriftianity  in  the  mod 
general  and  common  Acceptation,  is 
inclufive  of  Fellowlhip  *and  Communion 
with  God,and  that  you  prof  efs  and  pretend 
to  both  ;  then  i-t  us  apply  this  juft  Rule 
of  the  Apoftle's,  to  examine  the  Truth 
and  Reality  of  fuch  a  Profdfion.  The 
Rule  is  ftraight,  and  To  may  be  a  Trial 
both  of  that  which.js  ftraight  and  crook- 
ed. Re&umfui&obliquiindex:  And 
here  the  Application  being  made,  there 
is  a  Difcovery  of  the  Falfhood  and  Crook- 
ednefsofmoft  Mens  Hearts;  this  Gol- 
den Rule  of  Examination  is  a  Rule 
of  Proportion,  fo  to  fjreak,  or  it  is 
founded   upon  the  Harmuny  that  fhould 


be    between  Frofeflion     and    Practice, 
Words   and  Deed*,  and  upon  that  Con- 
formity  (hould  interceed  between  tbofe 
that  hare  Communion  one  with  another. 
Now   apply  thefe  to   the  gen eraiity  of 
Chriftians,  and  behold  there  is  no  Har- 
mony and  Content  between  their  /peaking 
and  walking  ;  their  Calling  and  Profefli- 
on,  as  Chriftians,  imports  Communion 
with  God»  who  is  Witpure  unmix t  Light, 
and  yet  they  declare  otherwife,  that  them- 
felves  are  in  Darknefs  of  Ignorance,  and 
walk  in  the  Darknefs  of  Sin,  and  fo  that 
Communion  muft  be  pretended,  where 
there  is  no  Conformity  and  Likenefi  to 
God  intended:  The  Refult  then  of  all  is 
this,  herein  is  the  greateft  Lie,  and  mo/1 
dangerous  withal!,  committed,  it   is  the 
greateft  Lie,  becaufe  it  takes  in  alia  Man's 
Converfation,  which  all  along  makes  up 
one  great  universal  Lie*  a  Lie  composed 
of  infinite  Contrarieties,  of  innumerable 
particular  Lies  ;  for  every  Step,  erery 
Word,  and  Action,  is  in  its  own  Nature 
contrary  to  that  holy  Profeffion,  but  all 
combined  together,   makes  up  a  black. 
Conftellation  of  Lies;  one  poweiful  Lie 
againft  the  Truth.    And  befides,  it  is  not 
againft  a  particular- Truth,  but  againft  the 
whole  Complex,  of  Chriftianity.     And 
Error  is  a  Lie  againft  fuch  a  particular 
Truth  as  it  oppofeth  ;  but  the  Tracland 
Courfe  of  an  ignorant,  ungodly  Conver- 
fation, is  one  continued  Lie9  againft  the 
whole  Bulk  and    Body  of  Chriftianity. 
It  is  a  Lie  drawn  the  length  of  many- 
Weeks,  Months,  and  Years,  againft  the 
whole  Frame  of  Chrfftian   ProfeXfion : 
For  there  is  nothing  in- the  Calling  of  a 
Chriftian,  that  is  not  retraced,  contra- 
dicted, and  reproached  by  it.     Oh,  that 
ye  could  unbowel  your  own  Ways,  and 
fee  what  a  Clufter  of  Lies  and  Incongru- 
ites  is  in  theo^  what  Reproaches  and 
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Calumnies  thefe  practical  Lies  caft  upon 
the  Honour  of  your  Chriftian  Calling* 
how  they  tend  of  their  own  Nature,  to 
the  difgracing  of  the  Truth,  aud  the 
biafpheming  of  God's  Name.  Thefe 
Things  ye  would  find,  if  ye  would  rip 
up  your  own  Hearts  anil  Ways,  and  if 
you  found  how  great  that  Lie  is,  you 
could  not  but  fear  the  Danger  of  it ;  for 


it  being  no  lefs  then  a  denying  of  Jefut 
Chrift,  and  a  real  Abrenunciacion  of  him, 
it  puts  you  without  the  Refuge  of  Sinners, 
and  is  moft  likely  to  keep  you  without  the 
blefled  City,  for  there  Jball  in  no  way  f 
enter  therein  any  7%ing  that  deJMetb,  *r 
maketb  a  Lie,  Rev.  xzi.  27.  What 
(hall  then  become  of  them  whole  life 
all  aiongs  is  but  one  continued  Lie. 


SERMON    XIII. 

i  Job.  i.  6.  If  toe  fay  that  we  have  Fellow/hip  with  him* 
and  walk  in  Darknefs^  we  lie*  dec. 


THAT  which  is  the  Sum  of  Religi- 
on, Sincerity,  and  a  Correfpon- 
dency  betweeen  Profeflion  and  Practice, 
that  is  confirmed  by  Reafon,  and  much 
ftrengthned  by  Nature  it  felf ;  fo  that  Re* 
ligion,  Reafon,  and  Nature,  confpire  in 
one,  to  hold  out  the  Beauty  and  Comli- 
nefs  of  Sincerity,  and  to  put  a  Note  and 
Charadter  of  Infamy  and  Deformity  upon 
all  Hypocrifie  and  Deceit,. efpecially  in 
the  Matters  of  Religion.  There  is  no- 
thing fo  contrary  to  Religion,  as  a  falfe 
Appearance,  a  Shew  of  that  which  is  not : 
For  Religion  is  a  moft  intire  and  equable 
Thing,  like  it  felf,  harmonious  in  all  the 
Farts  of  it,  the  fame  within  and  without, 
in  Expreflion  and  Aftion,  all  Correfpon 
dent  together.  Now  to  marr  this  Har- 
mony, and  to  make  it  up  of  unequal  dif- 
fimilar  Parts,  and  to  make  one  Part  give 
the  Lie  to  the  other,  the  Courfe  of  a 
Man's  Life,  in  Ignorance,  Negligence, 
and  Sin,  proclaiming  contrary  to  the  Pro- 


feflion of  ChriiHanity :  This  is  to  make 
Religion  a  monftruoas  Thing,  to  deny 
the  Nature  of  it,  and  in  our  Imaginations 
to  contrive  an  impoffible  Union  of  incon- 
fiftent  Things.  It  is  a  Creature  made  up 
of  Contradictions,  which  can  have  no 
Subfiftence  in  the  Truth,  but  only  in  the 
Fancies  of  deluded  Souls;  one  profefling 
Christianity,  and  fo  by  Confcquence  Fel- 
lowihip  with  the  original  Lt£bt9  the  Sun 
of  Rigbteoufnefs,  and  yet  Darknefs 
of  Ignorance  poflefling  the  Mind,  and 
the  Heart  carried  away  in  the  Ways  of 
the  Lulls  of  Ignorance,  and  walking  in 
that  Darknefs;  this  is  a  Monfter  in  Chri£ 
tianity,  one  fo  far  miihappen,  that  the 
very  outward  Form  and  Vifage  of  it  doth 
not  remain.  But  I  told  you,  Reafon  con- 
firms this,  for  what  more  fuitable  to*  the 
very  natural  Frame  and  Conftitution  of  1 
reafonable  Being,  than  that  the  outward 
Man  fhould  be  the  Image  and  Expreflion 
of  the  inward,  and  chat  they  ftoulcf 
Gg(  anfwer 
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apiWer  one.  another,  as  Pace  anfwert 
Face  in  the  Water  ;  that  the  Tongue 
ftlquld  be  the  Interpreter  of  the  Mind, 
and  the  Aftions  of  a  Mans  Life  the 
Interpreter  cf  his  Tongue.  Here  is 
that  beautiful  Proportion,  and  that 
pteafmg  Harmony,  when  all  thefe,  though 
different  in  their  own  Nature,  yet  con- 
join together,  and  make  up  one  fweet 
Concord.  Now  truly,  if  we  take  upon 
us  the  Profeffion  of  Christianity,  and  yet 
our  ordinary  and  habitual  Speeches  are 
carnal  and  earthly,  never  falted  with 
Grace,  often  poifoned  with  Blafphemies, 
Oaths  and  Curfings,  and  often  defiled  with 
filthy  Speeches,  and  often  intermingled 
with  Reproaches  of  others ;  if  our  Con- 
verfatton  be  conformed  to  the  Courfe  of 
the  World,  according  to  thefe  Lufts  that 
hurry  away  Multitudes  of  Mankind  to 
Perdition,  and  look  to  the  Heart  within, 
and  behold  never  any  Labour  about  the 
£urifyinfe  of  it  from  Corruption,  never 
any  Mortification  of  evil  Afieftions,  and 
little  or  no  Knowtedfce  of  the  Truth,  not 
to  much. as  may  let  Chrift  into  the  Soul: 
This,  I  fay,  is  as  unreasonable  and  abfurd, 
as  it  is  irreligious:  It  wholly  perverts  that 
fccaurifbl  Order,  makes  an  nrecpncileabfe 
Difcord  between  all  the.Parts  in  Man,  that 
neither  Mind,  nor  Mouth,  nor  Rands  an* 
jfrer  one  another,  nor  all  of  them,  or  any 
of  thepi  anfwer  that  holy  Calling  a  Man 
pretends  to.  Such  a  one  pretends  orcfi- 
jfurily  the  Gbodnefi  pf  his  Heart  towards 
God,  but  now  the  Tongue  cannot  inter- 
pret the  Heart,  it  is  exauftorated  ouj  of 
that  natural  Office,  for  the  ordinary  Cur- 
rent is  contrary  to  that  pretended  Good- 
nefsoftheffeart  i  For  a  good  Man*  out 
of  the  good  freajure  of  bis  Heart,  fend- 
etb  firtb  good  Things,  but  all  thefe  are 
either  fivil,  o;  never  feafoned  with  that 
fpirittul  Goodttei,    TTtttKe  WaysaadJ 


Affionsof  a  Man's  Life,  which  ought  to 
interpret  and  expound  his  Profeffions, 
thefe  are  rendered  altogether  incapable  of 
that,  they  give  no  Confirmation  to  them, 
but  rather  a  manifcft  Contradiaion  ,  for 
what  are  your  multiplied  Oaths,  Drunk- 
enneffes,  Fornications,  Railings,  Contenti- 
ous, Lyings,  Sabbath-profanations  ?  Your 
woful  Negleft  of  Prayer  in  fecrer,  and  in 
your  Families,  your  continuing  in  thefe 
Evils  that  ever  you  walked  into  ;  what  are 
they,  I  fay,  but  a  manifeft  Violation  of 
both  Religion  and  Realbn,  and  a  clear 
Confirmation  that  ye  are.Liers,  and  the 
Truth  is  not  in  you? 

There  is  foraething  even  in  Nature  to 
declare  the  Abfurdity  and  Unnaturalneft 
of  thb  general  bifcordance  between  Mens 
Profeffion  and  Practice.  Look  upon  all 
the  Creatures,  and  do  they  hot  all  with 
one  Voice  proclaim  Sincerity  ?  Hath  not 
every  Beaft,  and  every  Bird  its  o*n  diit- 
ward  Shape,  obtward  Gefture,  and  Volte, 
and  external  Workings,  which  declare  the 
inward  Nature  of  it  ?  And  is  not  this  t 
ftaple-known  Rule  in  Nature,  that  every 
Thing  is  known  by  the  Efte&s  of  it? 
A  Lion  by  his  roaring,  a  Lark  by  its 
finging,  a  Horfe  by  his  neighing,  wad  an 
Ox  by  his  lowing,  fljfr.  All  thefe  1J** 
forth  nothing  but  Sincerity,  in  to  much, 
that  if  thefe  Marks  and  Signs  /hould  be 
confounded,  and  Bexfis  ufe  them  indiffe- 
rently, all  human  Knowledge  fliould  fud- 
denly  fall  to  nothing,  this  would  put  fuch 
a  Confiifion,  both  in  the  World  and  Man- 
kind. O,  how  doth  this  condemn  thofe 
who  pretend  to  this  high  Calling  of  Chri- 
ftiantty  *  and  yet  there  is  no  Way  left  to 
difcern  them  by,  nothing  appearing  in 
them,  and  ordinarily  proceeding  from 
them,  which .  may  give  a  Signification  of 
the  inward  Truth  of  their  FellowlKip 
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with  God ;  but  rather  that  which  gives  a 
Demonstration  of  the  Vanity  of  the  Pre- 
tention.   There  were  no  Confent  in 
Nature,  if  that  were  not •  neither  is  there 
any  harmonious  Agreement  in  Religion, 
where  this  Proportion  and  Correspon- 
dence is  not  kept  in  a  Man's  Life,    The 
rery  Heathens  did  not  account  them  PbU 
lofophers,  but  thole  that  expreflecktheir 
DoArines  in  Works,  as  well  as  Words  l 
and  truly,  thelivelieft  Image  of  Truth  is 
in   Practice:  Tbcy  commended  them 
that  were  fparing  in  Words,  and  abon 
dant  in  Deads;  who  had  fhort  Speeches, 
but  Jong  and.  large  Dtfcourfes  in  their 
Life,   and  what  is  this,  but  that  which 
our  Saviour  every  where,  from  his  own 
Example,   inculcats  upon   us.     Thefe 
Words  are  emphatic*,  To  do  the  Truth, 
to  walk  in  the  Light,  to  do  bis  Words* 
to  believe  with  the  Heart,  and  fiich  like : 
All  which  declare,  that  in  fo  far  we  hare 
the  Truth,  and  have  Fellowdnp  with  the 
Light,  as  it  isimptefled  in  the  Afle&ion, 
and  exprefled  again  in  the  Conversion  ; 
for  the  infinite  truth f  and  the  infinite 
Life*  is  one,  and  die  original  Light*  and 
primitive  Life  and  Love,  is  one  too, 
and  whoever  truly  receives  the  Truth 
and  light,  as  it  is,  caniiot  but  receive 
him,  as  the  living  *  Truth,  and  Life- 
giving  Light*   and  To  be  heated  and 
warmed  inwardly  by  his  Beams,  which 
will  certainly  caufe  fome  Stirring  and 
Working  without:  For  as  much  as  in 
Nature,  Heat  is  always  working,  lb  is  the 
Fire  of  Love,  kindled  in  the  Heart,  in- 
ceflant  that    Way,  Faith  working    by 
Love ;  for  Action  is  the  very  Life  of 
life,  that  which  both  (hews  it,  and  pre- 
ferves  it. 

Now  what  (hall  we  fay,  to  oarry  thefe 
Things  home  to  your  Hearts?  Where 
Jhali  convincing  Words  be  had  which  may 


break  theHardnefs  of  your  Hearts?  It  is 
ftrange  that  you  are  in  fuch  adeep  Dream 
of  Delufion,  that  nothing  can  awake  you 
out  of  it?  And  how  little  is  it  that  yoi 
have  to  pleafe  your  felves  into?  Some 
external  f  rivUges,  the  Temple  of  the 
Lord*  his  Covenant,  and  the  Seals  of 
it*  %our  ordinary  bearing  the  ITbrdL  and 
fuch  like:  But  are  there  dot  many  Things 
in  your  Hearts  and  Ways,  that  *A  the 
moft  contradiftory  Lie  to  thefe  that  can 
be  ?  For  wherefore  do  we  thus  meet  to* 
gether?  Do  ye  know  an  End,  or  pro* 
pofe  any  ?  I  fcarce  believe  it  of  the  moft  * 
Part  We  come  out  of  Cuftom,  and 
many  as  by  Conftraint,  and  with  little  or 
no  previous  Confederation  of  the  great 
End  of  this  Work ;  and  when  ye  go  forth, 
what  Fruit  appears  ?  Your  ordinary,  car- 
nal and  civil  Difcourfes  fucceed ;  and  who 
is  it  either  bows  his  Knee  to  pray  for  the 
Divine  Bleifidg,  or  entertains  that  holy 
Word  either  in  his  own  Meditation,  or 
fpeaks  of  it  to  the  Edification  of  others  ? 
Are  you  not,  the  mpft  Fart  of  you,  that 
Ground  of  which  Chrift  fpeaks,  ihatlyes 
in  the  Way  Side*  and  every  Thing  comes 
and  takes  the  Seed  up?  Do  ye  either  liiftea 
and  apply  your  Hearts  to  a  Frefentnefs  ia 
Hearing?  Or  is  there  any  more  Account 
of  it,  than  i  Sound  in  the  Ear,  or  any 
Footftep  or  Impreffion  left  in  the  Heart. 
more  than  of  the  Flight  of  a  Bird  in  the 
Air?  And  alas!  how  inany  Souls  are 
cboakedandftified?  the  Truth  fuflbcated 
in  the  very  fpringing,  by  the  Thorns  of 
the  Cares  of  this  World,  and  the  Throng 
and  Importunity  of  BuGnefles,  and  earthly 
Defires  ?  How  many  good  Motions  come  ' 
to  no  Maturity  by  this  Means?  How  few 
of  you  ufe  to  pray  in  Secret,  and  to  de- 
dicate a  Time  for  Retirement  from  the 
World,  and  Enjoyment  of  God  ?  Hij, 
you  thukyou  are  not  called  to  it,  and  if 
Ggf  ft  air 
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any  be  induced  CD  it.  and  to  public*  Wor- 
fhip  in  their  Families,  yet  all  the  Day 
over  is  but  a  flat  Contradiftion  to  that  : 
What  earthly  Mindednefs  ?  What  Unholi- 
nefs  of  Affection?  What  Impurity  of 
C6nverfation  ?  What  one  Luft  is  fubdu- 
ed?  What  one  Sin  mortified?  Who  in- 
ireafeth  more  in  Know  ledge'  of  the  Truth, 
or  in  Love  of  God?  Is  it  not  Midnight 
with  moff  Part  of  you  ?  O  the  Darkne/s 
of  the  Ignorance  of  your  Minds,  by  which 
you  know  not  that  Religion  you  profefi, 
more  than  Zurks  who  do  prefecute  it 


tradition  in  the  Bofom  of  it,  and  that 
will  never  bottom  any  true  Happineii. 
It  is  a  Lie  afted  by  the  Hand,  the  Foot] 
and  all  the  Members  :  A  Lie  againft  the 
holy  Truth  and  Word  of  God,  and  the 
very  Reproach  of  the  Name  of  Chrift ; 
a  Lie  againft  your  felves,  and  your  own 
Profeflions,    a  Soul-murdering   Lje,   as 
well  as  a  Chrift-denying  Lie :  And  this 
Lie  (as  a  holy  Man  faith)  hath  filled 
Houfes,  Cities,  Famijies,  Countries ;  it 
hath  even  overfpread  tne  whole  Nation, 
and   filled  all  with  Darknefs,  Horror, 


And  what  are  the  Ways  ye  walk  into  ?  J  Confiifion,  Trouble  and  Anguifti ;  once 
Are  they  notfuch  Ways,  as  will  not  come  |  being  a  holy  Nation  by  Profeffion  of  a 

Covenant  with  God,  and  our  open,  ma- 


to  tbe  Light,  and  bate  the  Light,  be 
caufe  it  reproves  them}  John  iii.  19, 
so.  and  zi.  9,  10.    Are  they  notfuch, 
in  which  Men  ftumble,  though  they  feem 
to  walk  eafily  and  plainly  into  them  ?  Yet, 
O  that  everlafting  Stumble  thar  is  at  the 
End  of  them !  when  you  /hall  fall  out  of 
.  one  Darknefi  of  Sin  and  Delufion,  into 
an  utter  Extreme,-  eternal  Darknefs  of 
"Deftru&ion  and  Damnation.  O  that  fear- 
ful Dungeon,  and  Pit  of  Darknefi  you 
poft  into!  Therefore,  if  you  love  your 
own  Souls,  be  warned,    I  befeech  you 
be  warned  to.  flee  from  that  utter  Dark- 
nefs, be  awaked  out  of  your  deceiving 
Dreams,   and  deluding  felf-flattering  I- 
maginations,  and  Chrift  Jball  give  you 
Light.    The  Pifcovery-  of  that  grofi 
Darknefs  you  walked  into,  in  which  you 
did  not  fee  whither  you  went ;  I  fay, 
the  clear  discerning  of  what  it  is,  and 
whether  it  leads,  is  the  firft  Opening  of 
that  Light,  the  firft  Vifit  of  that  Mor- 
ning-Star, that  brings  Salvation. 

If  ye  will  not  be  convinced  of  that  in- 
f  nite  Danger  you  are  in,  yet  ye  are  not 
the  further  from  it.  He  that  watketb 
in  Darknefs  lietb,  tec.  His  ftrong  Con- 
fidence and  Perfiv^Son  bath  a  Lie,  a  Coo- 


nifeft,  univerfal  RetraAion  of  that,  by 
an  unholy,  ungodly  and  wicked  Conver- 
farion:   This  hath  brought  the  Sword 
againft  a  hypocritical  Nation,  and  this  will 
bring  that  far  greater,  incomparably  more 
intolerable  Day  of  Wrath  upon  the  Chil- 
dren of  Diibbedience.    Therefore  Jet  me 
exhort  all  of  you,  in  the  "Name  of  the 
Lord,  as  ye  defire  to  be  admitted  to  that 
eternally  blefled  Society,  within  the  ho- 
ly City,  and  not  to  be  excluded  among 
thefe,   who  commit  Abomination,  and 
make  a  Lie,  that  ye  would  henceforth, 
impofe  this  Neceflity  upon  your  felves, 
or  know  that  it  is  laid  upon  you  by  God, 
to  labour  to  know  the  Will  and  Truth  of 
God,  that  you  may  fee  that  Light  that 
mines  in  the  Gofpel ;  and  not  only  to  re- 
ceive it  in  your   Minds,  but  in  your 
Hearts  by  Love,  that  fb  you  may  endea- 
vour in  all  Sincerity,  the  doing  of  that 
Truth,  the  confcionable  praftifing  of  what 
you  know.    And  this,  as  it  is  a  great. 
Point  of  Conformity  to  the  Light,  fb  it 
.will  make  you  capable  of  more  Light 
from  God  ;  for  he  delights  to  (hew  his 
Liberality,  where  he  bath  any  Acceptance. 
Bt  notlatisfed,  Oi  bt.OQi  fiasfied  with 
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knowing  thefe  Truths,  and  difcourfing  u- 
pon  them ;  but  make  them  further  your 
own,  by  imprefling  them  deeply  in  your 
Hearts,  and  exprefling  them  plainly  in 
your  Ways,  this  is  pure  Religion  and 
undefiled,  James  i.  27.  And  is  not  t 
this  to  know  me,faitb  the.  Lord  *  Jer. 
uii .  ±6.    Praaice  isjeal  Knowledge,  be-. , 


caufei  k  is  living  Knowledge  ;  it  is  the 
very  life  and  Soul  of  Chriftianity,  when 
there  needs  no  more'but  the  Intimation 
of  his  Will  to  carry  the  wHble  Man: 
This  is  that  we  mould  all  afpire  unto, 
and  not  farisfie  our  fclvqs  in  our  poor 
Attainments  below  this. 
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p  John  i.  7;  But  if  we  walk  in  the  Lights  as  he  is.  in  the 
Light y  toe  have  Fellowfhip  one  with  another^  and  the 
'Blood  ofjefus  Chrift  his  Son  cleanjeth  us  from. all  Sin. , 


ART  is  the  Imitation  of  Nature,  and 
true  Religion  is  a  divine  Art,  that 
confifts  in  the  Imitation  of  God  bimfelf, 
the  Author  of  Nature*,  Therefore  it  is 
a  more  high  and  tranfcendent  Thing,  of 
a  fubliraer  Nature,  than  all  the  Arts  and 
Sciences  among  Men ;  thole  reach  but 
to  fome  Refemblance  of  the  Wifuom  of 
God,  exprefled  in  his  Works ;  bat  this 
afpire*  to  an  Imitation  of  himfelf  in  Ho- 
linefs,  which  is  the  Glory  of  his  Name, 
and  fo  to  a  Fellow/hip  with  himfelf. 
Therefore  there  is  nothing  hath  fo  high 
a  Patterft,  or  fublime  an  End  ;.  God  Urn* 
Self,  who  is  infinitely  above  all,  is  the 
Pattern,  and  Society  with  God  is  the 
End  of  it :  And  fo  it  cannot  choice,  but 
where  Religion  makes  a  folid  Im- 
predion  on  a  Soul ;  it  mud  exceedingly 
raife  and  advance  it  to  the  moft  heroick 
and  noble  Refolutions  that  it  is  capable 
ef,  in  refpeft  jof  which  Elevation. ef  the 


Soul  after  God,  the .  htgheft  Projefts, 
the  greateft  Afpi rings,  and  the  moft  ele? 
vating  Defigns  of  Men,  are  nothing  but. 
low,  bale  and.  wretched,  having  nothing 
of  true  Greatnefs  of  Mind  in  them,  biit 
running  in  an  earthly  land  fordid  Channel, 
infinitely  below  the  pooreft  Soul,  that  is 
lifted  up  to  Go d. 

Since  we  have  then  fo  high  a  Pattern 
a  God,  becaufe  he  is  infinitely  removed 
from  us  in  his  own  Nature,  we  have  him 
exprefled  to  us  Hinder  the  Name  and  No 
.tion  of  Light,  which  makes  all  Things 
manjfeft.  Not  only  as /dwelling  in  inac- 
ceffible  Light ;  that  is,  in.  his  own  in- 
comprehenfible,  ineffable  E(Tence,.even 
before  this  Light  was  created;. for  be 
is  in  the  L^bt,  and  was.  in  the  Light, 
when  there  was  no  Sun  to  give  Light, 
becaufe  he  was  in  himfelf  invironed*(fo 
to  fpeak)  with  the  infinite  Light  and  Splen- 
dor of  his  own .  Understanding,   and 
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Beauty  of  his  own  Holinefs,  and  lb  dwel- 
ling in  an  all  FulnefsjnA  Selffufficienej 
of  Bleflednefs.  Not  only  is  he  thus  in 
the  Light,  but  he  is  a  Light  to  poor  Sin- 
ners, the  moft  communicative  Being* 
that  ceafeth  not  continually  to  fend  forth 
Streamings  of  that  Light  and  Life,  into 
dark  and  dead  Soul*;  and  therefore  he  is 
not  only  Light  in'bimfelf,  but  a  Sun  of 
Rigbteoiifnefst  mod  beneficial  in  his 
Influences,  moft  impartial  and  free  in  his 
Illumination ;  and  fo  he  is  often  called, 
my  Light,  and  my  Salvation,  our  Light, 
a  Light  to  me,  Pfal.  xxvii.  i .  Micab  vii. 
8.  JJa.  xlii.  6,  7.  Now,  it  is  this  Emif. 
fion  of  Light  from  him,  that  firft  drives 
away  that  grofs  Darknefs  that  is  over 
Souls ;  for  till  then,  in  the  Darknefs  ail 
«ras  hid  and  covered,  nothing  feen,  nei- 
ther our  felves,  nor  God,  neither  the 
Temper  of  our  Hearts,  nor  the  Courfe 
of  our  Ways,  nor  the  End  they  lead  to: 
But  it  is  the  breaking  in  of  a  Beam  of 
that  Sun  of  Right coufnt fs y  that  maketh 
any  fuch  Difcovery  ;  as  Motes  are  not 
feen  till  the  Sun  fhine,  though  the  Houfe 
be  full  of  (hem.  In  Darknefs  there  is 
nothing  but  Confufion  and  Diforder ;  and 
Light  only  makes  that  Diforder  vifible 
to  the  Soul,  to  the  affefting  of  the  Heart. 
Now,  when  once  the  Soul  hath  received 
that  Light,  there  is  a  Defire  kindled  in 
the  Heart  after  more  of  it ;  as  when  the 
Eye  hath  once  perceived  the  Sweetnefs 
and  Pleafanmefs  of  the  Light,  it  opens  it 
felf,  and  ezpofeth  it  felf  to  a  fuller  Re- 
ception of  more :  And  lb  the  Soul  that 
is  once  thus  happily  prevented  by  the 
tirft  Salutation  and  Vifit  of  that  Day- 
.fpringfrom  on  high,  while  be  was  Jit- 
ting  in  Darknefs,  and  in  the  Shadow 
of  Death,  Luke  i.  78,  79.  afterward, 
follows  after  that  Light,  and  defires  no- 
thing toore;  than  to  be  iniboforaed  with 


it:    That  tender  preventing  Mercy  & 
draws  the  Heart  after  it,  that  it  can  ne- 
ver be  at  perfeft  Reft,  till  the  Night  be 
wholly  fpent,  and  all  the  Shadows  of  it 
removed,  and  the  Sun  clearly  up  above 
the  Horizon,  and  that  is  the  Day  of  that 
clear  Vifion  of  God's  Face.    But  in 
the  mean  Time,  this  is  the  grearAiahh 
tion  and  Endeavour  of  fiich  an  One,  to 
walk  in  that  Light,  and  this  is  the  very 
Entertainment  of  that  Fellowftup  with 
God;  he  is  already  in  the  Light,  that  is 
to  fay,  he  is  tnnflated  from  a  State  of 
Darknefs  to  Light,  and  indued  with  the 
living  and  faving  Knowledge  of  God  in 
Jefus  Cbrift,  this  is  his  State  ;  he  is  in 
the  Light,  one  "enlightned  from  above, 
having  his  Eyes  opened  to  difcover  the 
Myftefy  of  the  Iniquity  of  his  own  Heart, 
and  to  fee  far  off,  to  that  bottomlefs  Fit 
of  Mifery,  which  his  Way  would  lead 
him  to  ;  one  who  hath  by  this  divine 
IUuftration  difcovered    eternal  Things, 
and  Jeen  ^things  not  feen ;  and  withal, 
gotten  fome  Knowledge  of  Salvation  by 
the  RemuTion  of  Sins.    Now,  fuch  an 
One,  being  thus  in  the  light ;  his  Duty 
is,  and  his  infinite  Dignity  btJides,  to  walk 
in  that  Light,  thai  is,  to  lead  all  bis  Lift 
under  that  eternal  Light  of  God,  which 
Aines  in  the  Word,  and  to  bring  kaH 
forth  in  his  View  ;  to  make  our  whole 
Courfe  a  progreffive   Motion  toward* 
Heaven,  wherein  that  gjbrimt  Light 
(nines  moft  gloriouily.    It  is  abnoft  alt 
one  with  that  of  PauTt,  to  taw  our 
Converjation  in  Heaven ;  for,  10  writ 
in  the  Light,  it  is  a  Kind  of  Elevation 
of  our  Actions,  a  ratting  them  up  » 
Heaven,  to  that  pure  Light ;  for  s£ 
ter  that,  and  toward  that,  h  the  Sorfs 
pefign. 

Now  to  exprefi  to  you  kt  wbxka* 
fifts,  I  defire  not  to  bnacb  it  fins* 
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many  Particulars,  which  rather  diftraft 
the  Mind,  than  aflfeft  the  Heart ;  only 
you  may  know,  it  confifts  efpeciaHy  in- 
to the  inward  Retirements  of  the  Soul 
to  God,  and  the  outward  fhining  of  that 
Light,  in?our  Converfation  to  others. 
Thefe  are  the  chief  Parts  of  it,  borrow- 
ing, from  his  Light,  and  then  lending  and 
imparting  it  to  others,  by  a  holy  Con- ^ 
verfation.  Truly,  we  rauft  needs  con-* 
ceivc,  That  the  mod  lively  and  unmixt 
partaking  of  the  Light  of  God,  and  the 
fweeteft  Society  with  him,  is  in  the  fe- 
cret  Withdrawings  of  the  Soul  from  the 
World,  and  repofes  upontlod,  thofe  lit- 
tle Intervals,  and,  as  it  were,  ftoln  Hours 
of  Fellowfhip  with.  God,  that  are  taken 
from  the  Multitude  and  Throng  of  our 
Bufmefs;  thefe  are  the  fitted  Opportu- 
nities of  the  transforming  the  Soul  into 
Tiis  Similitude,  and  of  purifying  it  as  be 
is  pure,  of  filling  it  With  divine  Light . 
and  Love ;  for  then  the  Heart  lyes,  as  it 
were,  perpendicularly:  under  his  Beams, 
and  is  opened  before  him,  to  give  Ad- 
miffion  and  Entry  to  this  raving,  tranf- 
forming  Light;  and  it  is  the  Shining  of 
God's  Countenance  then  ujy>n  the  Sou), 
that  draws  it  rooft  towards  Conformity 
with  him,  and  leaves  an  Iihprefllon  of 
Light  and  Love  upon  the  Soul.  Oh, 
that  yoil  were  mbfe  acquainted  with  this, 
this  Apricauon,  fo  to  fpeat,  that  is.  Suti- 
"ning  your  felves,  and  warming  in  the 
Sun,  the  expofing  and  opemng  of  your 
hearts  frequently  in  Seciet,  before  this 
Sim  of  Righteoufnefs.  Kow  this,  if 
you  were  acquaint  with  it,  would  mdke 
your  Light  fo  tojbine  before  Men,  as 
wur  heavenly  Father  may  be  glorified, 
Mat.  v.  i6.4  and  that  is  the  walking  in 
that  light  of  God.  This  makes  aCruriifti- 
an  to  come  forth,  as  Afofej  from  the 
Mount,  ^itb  til  ^ac«ihiaing  ;  he  conptt 


out  from  the  retired  Accefs  to  God,  with 
a  Luftre  upon  his  Carriage,  that  may 
beautify  the  Gofpel;  and  (as  one  faith 
well)  with  the  Tables  of  the  Law  in 
both  his  Hands,  written  in  his  Pra&ice, 
the  Light  of  the  Law  (Wring  in  his  Life  ; 
and  truly  this  is  the  TJhriffian's  diurnal 
Motion  in  his  lower  Sphere,  wherein  he 
carries  about  that  Light  that  is  derived 
from  the  higher  Light ;  in  all  his  Con- 
verfe  with  Men,  it  fhines  from  him  to  the 
glorifying  of  him  that  is  the  Father  of 
Lights,  walking  righteoufly  and  iober- 
ly,  without  Offence,  doing  Good  to  ail. 
efpeciailtyfbe  Children  of  Light ;  exten- 
ding Offices  of  Love  and  Benevolence 
to  every  one ;  forbearing  aqd  forgiving 
Offences,  not  partaking  with  other  Mens 
Sins.  And  finally,  declaring  in  Word 
and  Deed,  That  we  have  Communion 
with  \the  Fountain  of  pure  Light,  and 
one  Day  expeft  to  be  tranflated  out  of 
this  lower  Orf>,  where  we  are  lb  far 
diftant  from  him,  and  fixed  in  the  higheft 
of  all;  where  we.  may  have  the  imme- 
diate, fuP,  uninterrupted,  and  cleared  Af- 
peft  t>f  his  Countenance,  which  fhall  then 
make  the  Defcription  that  is  here  givert 
of  God  communicable  to  us,  that,  as  be 
is  Light,  and  in  him  is  no  Darkne/s  , 
lb  we  being  fully  and  perfectly  fhined  u- 
pon  by  him,  may  be  Light'Iikewife,  with-, 
out  any  Mixture  of  Darknefs,  as  here  it 
is  not. 

Now,  my  Beloved  in  the  Lord,  this  is 
iJiat  we  are  called  unto,  to  walk  thus  in 
the  Light,  in  the^  Light  of  Obedience  and 
Jfanftification  ;  and  that  is  the  great 
Thing  ye  would  learn  to  alpire  unto, 
rather  than  to  enjoy  the  Light  of  Con- 
folation  :  Jftdeed  I  conceive,  that  which 
maketh  inany'of  untto/k  vi  Darbxefs, 
as  is  fpoken  in  Jfa.  h  jo.  that  is,  with* 
Out  Comfort,  Peace  and  Joy,  arid  without 
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clear  decerning  our  Intereft  in  God,  is, 
becaufe  we  walk  in  another  Oarknefs, 
that  is,  of  Sin  and  Diftance  from  God : 
The  one  Darknefs  is  introdu&ive  of  the 
other;  nay,  they  cannot  be-Jpog  with- 
out other,  the  dark  Cloud  of  bold  fin* 
ning,  and  careleft  uceircure(pet"fc  walk- 
ing, chat  cannot  but  ecclipfe  the  Light  of 
Confolation,  and  fill  che  Soul  with  fome 
Horror,  Anguiih  and  Confuilon.  There- 
fore, if  ye  would  walk  in  the  Ligk  of 
Joy  and  Comfort,  O  tike  heed  nothing 
be  interpofed  between  God  and  your 
Souls :  You  muft  likewife  walk  in  che 
Light  of  his  Law,  which  is,  as  a  Lamp 
to  tbe  Feet ;  and  this  Light,  as  the  Ray, 
begets  that  Light  of  Comfort,  as  tbe 
Splendor,  which  is  the  fecond  Light  of 
the  Sun.  I  know  it  is  a  difconfolate  and 
fad  Condition,  to  walk  without  the  Light 
of  the  Knowledge  of  our  Intereft  in  God ; 
.but  I  would  earnestly  recommend  unto 
you  two  Tilings  to  fupport  you,  and 
help  you  in  that ;  one  is,  that  you  do  not 
give  over  the  chief  Point  of  this  Society 
with  Godt  that  is,  walking  in  the  Light  of 
his  Law  and  Commandments,  but  that 
you  do  the  more  ferioufly  addrefs  to  the 
one,  that  you  want  the  other.  Certain- 
ly* it  ought  to  be  no  Hinderance  of  your 
Obedience,  and  patient  continuing  ill  O- 
bedience,  that  you  know  not  your  own 
Intereft,  and  that  his  Countenance  mines 
not  fo  upon  you  ;  you  know  that  fweet 
Refolution,  /  will  wait  upon  tbe  Lord, 
who  bides  bis  Face,  ice:  If  a.  viii.  17. 
Mic.  vii.  7.  and  his  own  Command, 
Jfa,  1.  10.  Hof.  xii.  6*  Ye  tbat  walk  in 
fucb  a  Darknefs,  neverthelefs,  ftay  u- 
pon  God.  Truly  there  could  be  no 
greater  Evidence  of  thy  Intereft  than 
this,  to  give  patient  Attendance  upon  him 
in  the  Ways  of  Obedience,  till  he  mine' 
forth \  this  would  in  due  Time  brins 


forth  thy  Aigbteoufnefs  as  tbe  Light,  l^ 
we   would  not  fub/fra&  and  withdraw/ 
our  leives  from  under  the  Light,  becaufe 
it  is  presently  over-clouded.  Then,  more* 
over  you    would  know,    that   all   this 
Whiie  that  your  Intereft  in  Chrift  lyes 
dark,  and  under  Cloud*  you  would  then 
t>e  moft  in  the  Application  of  that  Blood 
to  your  Souls,  moft  in  trufting  and  /lay- 
ing upon  the  Name  of  God,  and  his  ab- 
folute  Promiles :  Suppofe  thou  do  not  as 
yet  know  that  he  is  thine,  yet  doft  thou 
not  know  that  he  is  made  thine,  by  be- 
lieving in  him  ?  And  therefore,  while  it 
is  inevident  tb*t  it  is  already,  thou  ought 
fo  much  the  more  to  labour,  that  what 
is  not,  may  be.    Now,  if  thou  can/1  not 
apply  him  to  thy  Soul,  as  thine  own  Po£ 
Crffion  »  yet  thou  mayeft,  and  fo  much 
the  more  oughteft  to  apply  thy  Soul  to 
him,  and  refign  and  offer  thy  (elf  to  him, 
as  willing  to  be  his  Porte/Eon,  to  be  his, 
and  no  more  thine  own.    In  a  Word, 
when  thine  own  experimental  Feeling  of 
the  Work  of  God's  Spirit  fails  within 
thee  ;  then  fo  much  the  more  in/ift.  and 
dwell  upon  the  Meditation  and  Belief  of 
the  general  Promiles,  which  are  the  pro- 
per ObjecW  Faith,  and  not  of  Senfe  r 
As  our  own  Intereft  is  the  proper  Objeft 
of  Senfe,  and  not  of  Faith  ;  therefore < 
the  Defect  in  the"  one,  needs  not  refound 
upon  the  other,    To  (urn  up  all  in  one 
Word,  if  thou  thinkeft  that  thou  haft  not 
yet  believed  in  Chrift,  and  hath  no  In 
tereft  in  him ;  I  will  not  difpute  with 
thee,   to  perfwade  thee  that  thou    an 
miftaken,  for  all  this  Debate  would  be  in 
the  Dark,  becaufe  thou  art  in  Darknefs : 
But  one  Thing  I  would  fay  unto  thee, 
labour  to  do  that  which  thou  would  do, 
which  thou  muft  do,  if  fiich  a  Cafe  were 
granted ;  fuppoie  it  were  fo,  that  thou 
had  no  Intereft  in  bun,  what  would  thou 
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do  then-?  I  am  fure  thou  woulaV  fay,  I 
would  labour  by  any  Means  to  have  him 
mine ;  why  then,  thou  knows  tha£  can- 
no  t  be  before  believing,  and  receiving 
him  on  his  PromUes,  and  not  at  all,  but 
by  believing.  Therefore,  fince  that  this 
is  it  you  mull  at  length  turn  unto/uppofe 
the  Cafe  were  decided,  why  do  ye  not 
prefendy,  rather  without  more  wearying 
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your  felves,  in  the  Greatnefs  of  your 
Way,  turn  in  hither,  as  to  -a  Place  of 
Refuge,  without  further  difputing  in  the 
Bufinefs ;  and  fo  by  believing  in  Cbrift, 
and  waiting  upon  him  in  his  Ways,  you 
(hall  put  that  out  of  Queftion,  which  de- 
bating would  make  an  endlefs  Queftion. 
The  Lord  make  you  wife  to  know  the 
Things  that  belong  to  your  Peace. 


SERMON    XV. 

"x  John  i.  7. And  the  Blood  <if  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son 

cleanfeth  us  from  all  Sin. 


rAH  two  walk  together  except  they 
^  be  agreed?  As  Darknefs  cannot  have 
Fellowship  with  Light,  till  it  be  changed  1 
into  fome  Conformity  to  the  Lighf ;  even 
fo  there  can  neither  be  any  Fellowship  ! 
in  walking,  nor  Conformity  in  Nature, 
between  God  and  us,  who  are  Enemies 
to  him  by  Nature,  unlefs  there  be  fome  ' 
Agreement  and    Reconciliation   of -the 
Difference.     Now,   here  is  that  which 
maketh  the  Atonement,  The   Blood  of 
Jefus  his  Son  cleartfetb  us  from  all 
Sin.  '  This  is  it  that  takes  away  the  Dif-  ' 
ference  between  God  and  Men,  and  , 
makes  Reconciliation  for  us ;  this  Blood 
hath  quenched  the  Flame  of  Indignation 
and  Wrath  kindled  in  Heaven  againft  us.  ' 
And  this  alone  can  quench  and  extinguish 
the  Flames  and  Furies  of  a  tormented 
Soul,  that  is  burnt  up  with  the  Appre- 
henfionof  his  Anger  :  All  other  Things 
thou  can  apply,  or  caft  upon  them,  will 
be  at  Oil  to  incrcafe  them,  whether  it  j 


be  to  cool  thy  felf  in  the  Shadows  of  the 
World's  Delights,  fuch  a  poor  Shift  as 
the  rich  Glutton  would  have  taken  in 
Hell ;  thofe  Drops  of  cold  Water  that 
thou  canft  diftil  out  of  the  Creature,  will 
never  give  any  fblid  Eafe  to  thy  Con- 
fcience ;  thou  may  abate  the  Fury  o£  it, 
or  put  it  off  for  a  Seaibn  ;  thou  who  att 
afraid  of  Hell  and  Wrath,  may  procure 
fome  ftiort  Vacancy  from  thofe  Terrors, 
by  turning  to  the  World :  But  certainly 
they  will  recur  again,  and  break  out  in  a 
greater  Fire,  like  a  Fever  that  is  not 
diminilhed,  but  increafed  by  much  drink- 
ing cold  Water  :  Or  if  thou  go  about  to 
refrefh  thy  felf,  and  fitisfie  thy  ChalleA* 
ges  by  thy  own  Attainments  in  Religion, 
and  by  Reflection  upon  thy  own  Heart 
and  Waysjfinding  fomething  in  thy Efleem. 
that  may  counterbailance  thy  Evils,  and 
fo  give  thee  fome  Confidence  of  God'% 
Favour;  thefe,  I  fay,  are  but  deceitful 
Things,  aod  will  never  either  quench  the 
r  H  b  h  Dtf 
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Difpleafure  of  God  for  thy  Sins,  but  rather 
add  Fewel  to  it,  bectufe  thou  juftifies  thy 
felf.  which  is  an  Abomination  before 
him  ;  nor  yet  will  it  totally  extinguifh 
and  put  to  Silence  the  Clamours  of  thy 
Conscience,  but  that  ibme  Day  thou  (halt 
be  fpoiled  of  all  that  Self-confidence,  and 
Self-defence,  and  find  thy  felf  fo  much 
the  more  difpleafing  to  God,  that  thou 
did  pleafe  thy  felf,  and  undertook  to 
pacifie  him.  Therefore,  my  Beloved, 
let  me  above  all  Things  recommend  this 
unto  you,  as  the  prime  Foundation  of  all 
Religion,  upon  which  all  our  Peace  with 
God,  and  Pardon  of  Sin,  and  Fellow- 
fhip  with  God  muft  be  built,  that  the 
Blood  of  Jetus  Chrift  be  applied  unto 
your  Confidences  by  believing ;  and 
that,  firft  of  all,  upon  the  Difcovery  of 
your  Enmity  with  God,  and  infinite  Dif- 
tance  from  him,  you  apply  your  Hearts 
unto  this  Blood,  which  is  the  Atonement, 
',to  the  reconciling  Sacrifice,  which  alone 
hath  Virtue  and  Power  with  God.  Do 
not  imagine  that  any  Peace  can  be  with- 
out this;  would  ye  walk  with  God, which 
is  a  B  >dge  of  Agreement  ?  Would  ye  have 
Fellow  (hip  with  God,  which  is  a  Fruit 
of  Reconciliation  ?  Would  ye  have  Par- 
don of  Sins,  and  the  particular.  Know- 
ledge of  it,  which  is  the  greateft  EfFeft 
of  Favour?  And  all  this,  without  and 
before  Application  of  Chrift  who  is  our 
Peace,  in  whom  the  Father  only  is  well 
f leafed ;  will  ye  leek  thefe,  and  yet  diipute 
.  this  Point  of  Believing,  as  if  it  were  pof-* 
fible  to  attain  thefe  without  the  Sprinkling 
of  that  Blood  on  the  Heart,  which  in- 
deed cleanfeth  it  from  an  evil  accufing 
Confluence  ?  If  you  defire  to  tpalk  in  the 
Light  ,  as  be  is  in  the  LigbX  why  weary 
ye  your  felves  in  By-ways?  Why  take 
ye  fuch  a  Compaft  of  endlefi  and  fruit- 
lefs  Agitation*  and  Perplexity  of  Mind? 


And  will  not  rather  come  ftraigbtway 
at  it,  by  the  Door  of  Jefus  Chrift,  for 
be  is  the  new  and  living  Way,  into 
which  you  muft  enter,  if  ye  would  wall: 
in  the  Light ;  and  the  Wounds  of  his 
Side,  out  of  which  this  Blood  guihed, 
thefe  open  you  a  Way  of  Accefs  to  him. 
becaufe  he  was  piefted  for  us.  That 
Stream  of  Blood,  if  ye  come  to  it,  and 
follow  it  all  along,  it  will  certainly  carry 
you  to  the  Sea  of  Light  and  Love,  where 
you  may  have  Fellow  ftiip  with  God.  And 
O,  how  much  Comfort  is  in  it,  that  there 
is  fuch  a  Stream  running  all  the  Way  of 
our  walking  with  God?  all  the  Way  of 
our  Fellowfhip  ?  That  Fountain  of  CbriJI's 
Blood  ruQS  not  dry,  but  runs  along  with 
the  Believer,  for  the  cleanfmg  of  bis 
After-pollutions,  of  his  Defilements,  even 
in  the  very  Light  itfelf :  This  then,  as  it 
is  the  firft  Foundation  of  Peace  and  Com- 
munion with'  God,  fo  it  is  the  perpetual 
AfTurance  and  Confirmation  of  it,  that 
which  firft  gives  Boldnefs,  aqd  that  alone 
which  ftill  continues  Boldnefs  in  it.  It  is 
the  firft  Ground,  and  the  conftant  Warrand 
and  Security  of  it,  without  which  it  would 
.be  as  loon  diflblved  as  made:  If  that 
Blood  did  not  run  along  ail  this  Way, 
to  wafh  all  his  Steps ;  if  the  Way  of 
Light  and  Fellowship  with  God  were 
not  watered,  and  refreftied  with  the  con- 
tinual Current  of  this  Blood,  certainly 
none  could  walk  in  it  without  being  con- 
fumed  ;  therefore  it  is,  that  the  Mercy 
of  God,  and  Riches  of  Grace  in 
Cbrift,  hath  provided  this  Blood  for  us, 
both  to  cleanfe  the  Sins  of  Ignorance,  be- 
fore believing,  and  the  Sins  of  Light, 
after  believing,  that  a  poor  Sinner  may 
conftantly  go  on  his  Way,  and  not  be 
broken  off  from  God,  by  his  Infirmities 
and  Efcapes  intbe  Way. 
You  fee  then  the  Gofpcl  runs  in  thefe 
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two  golden  Streams,  Pardon  of  Sin, 
2nd  Purity  of  Walking;  they  run  un- 
dividedly/all  along  in  one  Channel ;  yet 
without  Confufion  one  with  another,  as 
it  is  reported  of  fome  great  Rivers, 
that  run  together  between  the  fame  Banks, 
and  yet  retain  diftinA  Colours  and  Na- 
tures all  the  Way,  till  they  pan :  But 
tbefe  Streams  that  glad  the  City  of  God, 
never  part  one  from  another ;  the  clean' 
fing  Blood,  and  the  purifying  Light,  thefe 
are  the  entire  and  perfect  Sum  of  the 
Gofpel ;  Purification  from  Sin,  the  Guilt 
of  Sin,  and  the  Purity  #f  walking  in  the 
Light,  flowing  from  that,  make  up  the 
full  Complexion  of  Chriftianity  ;  which 
are  fo  nearly  conjoined  together,  that  if 
they  be  divided,  tney  cetfe  to  be,  and 
•cannot  any  of  them  fubfift,  fa^e  in  Mens 
deluded  Imagination.  The  End  of  waft- 
iag  in  the  Blood  of  Cbrift  is,  that  we 
may  come  to  this  Light,  and  hare  Fel- 
lowftip  with  it ;  for  the  Dirknefs  of  Hell, 
the  utter  Darknefs  of  the  Curfe  of  God, 
which  overfpreads  the  unbelieving  Soul, 
and  eccfipfes  all  the  Light  of  God's  Coun- 
tenance from  him.  that  dark  and  thick 
Cloud  of  Guilunefs,  that  Heap  of  un- 
renewed Conversion ;  this,  I  (ay,  mud 
be  removed  by  the  cleanfmg  of  the 
Iffood  of  Cbrift,  and  then  the  Soul  is 
admitted  to  enjoy  that  Light,  and  waft 
into  it.  And  it  is  removed  chiefly  for 
this  End,  that  there  may  be  no  Impedi- 
ment in  the  Way  of  this  Felk>w(hip ; 
this  Blood  cleanfeth,  that  you  being 
cleanfed,  may  henceforth  walk  in  Purity; 
and  there  is  no  Purity  like  that  of  the 
light  of  God's  Countenance  and  Com- 
mands: And  fo  you  are  wafted  in  the 
Blood  of  Cbrift,  that  you  may  walk  in 
the  Light  of  God,  and  take  heed  that  you 
defile  not  your  Garments  again.  But  if 
lb  be  (and  ceitainly  it  will  be,  confide- 


ring  our  Weaknefs)  that  you  defile  your 
fehres  again,  like  fooliih  Children,  who 
after  they  have  wafted,  run  to  the  Puddl* 
again,  forgetting  that  they  were  cleanfed; 
if  either  your  daily  Infirmities  trouble,  or 
fome  grofler  Pollution  defile  and  wafte 
your  Confcience,  know  that  this  Blood 
runs  all  along  in  the  fame  Channel  of 
your  Obligation  to  holy  walking  ;  and  it 
is  as  fuificient  now  a*  ever,  to  cleanfe 
you  from  all  Sin,  from  Sins  of  daily  In- 
curfion,  and  Sins  of  a  grofler  Nature  ; 
there  is  no  Exception  in  that  Blood,  let 
there  be  none  in  your  Application  to  it, 
and  Apprehenfion  of  it.  Now,  this  is 
not  to  give  Boldnefs  to  any  Man  to  fin, 
or  continue  in  Sin,  bccaufe  of  the  Icnght- 
ned  Ufe,  and  continued  Virtue  and  Ef- 
ficacy of  the  Blood  of  Cbrift;  for  if  any 
Man  draw  fuch  a  Refult  from  it,  and  im- 
prove it  to  the  Advantage  of  his  Fleft, 
he  declares  him&lf  to  have  no  Portion 
in  it,  never  to  have  been  wafted  by  it » 
for  what  Soul  can  in  Sobriety  Jook  upon 
that  Blood  (bed  by  the  Son  of  God,  to 
take  away  tbe  Suit  oftbs  World,  and 
(find  an  emboldning  to  Sin  from  that 
'  View  ?  JRTho  can  waft  and  cleanfe  here, 
and  prefently  think  of  Defilement,  but 
with  Indignation? 

f  fpcak  thefe  Things  tbe  rather,  be* 
caufe  there  is  a  twofold  Mifapprehenfion 
of  the  Gofpel  among  Chriftians,  and  on 
both  Hands  much  Darknefs  and  Stum- 
bling is  occasioned.  We  have  poor  nar- 
row Spirits,  and  do  not  take  entire  Truth 
in  its  full  ComprehenLon,  and  fo  we  are 
as  unfit  and  unequal  Difcerners  of  the  Gof- 
pel., and  Receivers  of  if,  as  he  that 
would  judge  of  a  Sentence  by  one  Word. 
of  a  Book  by  one  P*ge,  of  a  Harmonj 
by  one  Note,  and  of  the  World  by  one 
Parcel  of  it.  The  Beauty  and  Harmony 
of  Tilings  conMs  in  their  entire  Union  ; 
Hh  h  9  and 
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ted  though  there  fhould  appear  many 
Difcrepancics,  and  unpleafant  Difcords 
.  io  feveral  Parts,  yet  all  united  together, 
makes  up  a  pleafant  Conibrt.  Now  this 
is  our  childifti  Fooli(hne(s.  that  we  look 
upon  the  Gofpel  only  by  Halfs,  and  this 
being  alone  Teen,  begets  Mifapprehenfions 
and  Miftakes  m  our  Minds ;  for  ordi- 
narily we  fupply  that  which  we  fee  not 
with  fome  Fancy  of  our  own.  When 
the  Blood  of  Jefus  Cbrifi  is  holden  out 
in  its  full  Virtue,  in  the  large  Extent  of 
its  Efficacy,  to  cleanfe  all  Sin,  and  to 
make  Peace  with  God,  aid  wipe  away 
all  Tranfgreflions,  as  if  they  had  never 
been,  the  Generality  of  you  never  appre- 
hending much  your  own  delperate  Con- 
dition, nor  conceiving  an  abfolute  Ne- 
ceffity  of  a  Change,  you  think  this  is  all 
that  is  in  the  Gofpel,  and  begin  to  flatter 
your  felves,and  bltfs  your  felvcs,  though 
you  li%€  in  the  Imaginations  of  your 
won  Hearts,  and  never  apprehend  the 
abfolute  Need,  and  inevitable  Sequel  of 
walking  in  Purity  after  Pardon.  And 
alas,  there  is  fomething  of  this  fometimes 
overtakes  the  Hearts  of  true  Believers, 
in  the  flight  and  overly  Confideration  of 
the  Mercy  of  God,  and  Blood  of  Cbrift : 
You  do  not  lay  the  Constraint  upon  your 
Hearts  to  a  holy  Converfation.  I  fay, 
it  is  notbecaufe  you  apprehend  that  Blood, 
that  you  take  more  Liberty  to  the  Flefh, 
but  rather  becauie  you  too  (lightly  and 
fuperficially  confider  it,  and  that  but  the 
one  Half  of  it,  without  piercing  into  the 
proper  End  of  that  cleanGng,  which  is, 
that  we  may  walk  in  Purity. 

But  on  the  other  Hand,  fome  believing 
Souls,  having,  their  Defires  enlarged  after 
more  Holinefs  and  Conformity  to  God, 
and  apprehending  not  only  the  Neceflity 
of  it,  but  the  Beauty  and  Comlinefs  of 


it:    Yet  finding  withal,   how   infinite)? 
ftiort  they  come,  and  how  oft  their  Pur- 
pofes  are  broken  and  difappointed,  and 
themfelves  plunged  in  the  Mire  of  their 
own  Filthinefs  \  this  doth  diicourage  them, 
and  drives  them  to  fuch  a  Defpondencj 
and  Dejeftion  of  Spirit,   that  they  are 
like  to  give  over  the  Way  of  Holinefs  as 
defperate.     Now  my  Beloved,  for  you 
who  look  upon  the  Gofpel  by  a  Parcel, 
and  fuch  a  Parcel  as  injoins  much  upon 
you  ;  1  would  earneftly  befeech,  to  open 
and  enlarge  your  Hearts  to  receive  the  full 
Body  of  the  Truth,  to  look  upon  that 
cleatifing  Blood,   as  well  as  that  pure 
Light  ;  to  confider  the  perpetual  U/e  of 
the  one,  until  you  have  fully  attained  the 
other.    Know  that  tht  Fountain  is  kept 
open,  and  not  tout ;  not  only  to  admit 
you  to  come  at  firft,  but  to  give  ready 
Accefc  in  all  After-defilements;  and  there 
is  no  Word  more  comprehenfive  than 
this  here,  it  eleanfetb  from  all  Sin.    All 
thy  Exceptions,  Doubts  and  Difficulties, 
axe  about  fome  particular  Sins,  and  Cir* 
cumfhnces ;  thy  Debates  run  upon  fome 
Exception ;  but  here  is  an  universal  com- 
prehenfive Word,  that  excludes  all  Ex- 
ception ;  no  Kind  of  Sin,  either  for  Qua* 
lity,  or  Degree,  or  Circumflance,  is  too 
great  for  this  Blood ;  and  therefore,  as 
you  have  Reafon  to  be  humbled  under 
your  Failings,  fo  there  is  no  Reafon  to 
be  difcouraged,  but  rather  to  revive  your 
Spirits  and  Vigour  again,  in  the  Study  of 
this  Walking  in  the  Light,  knowing  that 
one  Day  we  (hall  be  in  the  Light,  as  be 
is  in  it.     Nay,  take  this  aloogs  with  you, 
as  your  Strength,  and  Encouragement  to 
your  Duty,  as  the  gteateft  Provocation 
to  more  Purity,  that  there  is  fo  conftant 
Readinefs  of  Pardon  in  that  Blood. 
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i  John  i.  8.  If  we  fay  that  zve  have  "no  Sin,  we  deceive 
our  Selves*  and  the  Truth  is  not  in  us. 


(THE  Night  is  far  Jpentt  the  Day  is 
*  at  Hand*  Rom.  xiii.  12.  This 
Life  is  but  as  Night,  even  to  the  Godly : 
There  is  fome  Light  in  it,  fome  Star- 
light, but  it  is  mizt  with  much  Darknefs 
of  Ignorance  and  Sin  ;  and  fo  it  will  be, 
till  the  Sun  arife,  and  the  Morning  of 
their  Tranflation  to  Heaven  come:  But 
though  it  be  called  Night  in  one  Senfe, 
in  Regard  of  that  perfeft  glorious  per- 
petual Day  in  Heaven  ;  yet  they  are  cal- 
led the  Children  of  Light,  and  of  the 
Day,  and  are  faid  to  walk  in  the  Light, 
and  are  exhorted  to  walk,  boneftly  as  in 
the  Day,  becaufe  though  there  be  a  Mix- 
ture of  Darknefs  in  them,  of  Weaknefs 
in  their  Judgments,  and  Impurity  in  their 
Aflfe&ions,  yet  they  are  nati  ad  major  a, 
born  to  greater  Things,*  and  afpiring  to 
that  perfect  Day:  There  is  fo  much 
Light,  as  to  difcern  thefe  Nigbt-monfters, 
their  own  Corruptions,  and  Satan's  Temp- 
tations, to  fight  continually  againft  them : 
They  are  about  this  noble  Work,  the 
purifying  themfelves  from  Sin  and  Dark- 
nefs \  fo  that  they  ly  in  the  Middle,  be 
tween  the  Light  of  Angels  and  glorified 
Spirits,  that  hath  no  Darknefs  in  it,  and 
the  Midnight  of  the  reft  of  the  World, 
who  are  buried  in  Darknefs  and  Wicked- 
pels,   and  ly   intombed  in  it,   as  the 


Word  is/  1  John  v.  19.    The  whole 
World  xi7r*/,  Jieth  in  Wkrkednefs.   But 
we  know  that  we  are  of  God ;  Therefore 
the  Apoftle  fubjoins  here  very  ieafonably 
a  Caution,  or  Correction  of  that  whicl* 
was  fpoken,  about  the  walking  in  the  * 
Light,  and  Felfawjbip  with  Godi  which 
Words  found  out  fome  Perfection,  and, 
to  our  felf-ftattering  Minds,  might  poP 
fibly  fuggeft  fome  too  high  Opinion  of 
ourfelves.    If  we,  even  we  that  have 
Fellowihip  with  God,  even  I  the  Apoftle, 
and  you  believing  Chriitians;  if  we  fay, 
we  have  no  Sin,  no  Dttknefs  in  us,  we 
do  but  deceive  ourfehes,  and  deny 
the  truth.    But  who  will  fay  that  I  have 
no  Sin  ? .  Solomon  gives  a  Challenge  to  alf~ 
the  World,  Prov.  xx.  9.  Who  can  fay9 
I  have  made  my  Heart  clean,  I  am, 
pure  from  my  Sin*  And  indeed,  there 
is  no  Man  fo  far  a  Stranger  to  himlelf  1 
but  if  he  in  Sobriety  and  Calmnefs  retire 
into  disown  Heart,  the' very  Evidence 
of  the  Impurity  of  it,  will  extort  thut 
Confeffion  from  him.    As  it  ufech  to  be 
faid  of  an  Atheift,  he  feels  that  divine 
Majefiy,  within  in  his  fecret  Thoughts 
and  Confidence,  which  he  denyeth  with 
his  Mouth,   and  he  is  often  forced  to 
tremble   at  the  Remembrance  of  him 
whom  he  will  not  Gonfefs  k  fo  if  there  be 
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any  fo  far  bewitched  and  inchanted  into 
fo  giofs  and  impudent  a  Deluiion,  as  to 
aflen  his  own  Perfection  and  Vacancy 
from  Sin,  and  Freedom  from  Obligation 
to  any  divine  Command ;   (as  this  Time 
is  fruitful  of  fuch  Mongers)  yet  I  dare 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  in  the  fecret  and  quiet 
Reflections  on  themfelves,  they  find  that 
which  they   will  not  confefs :  Inwardly 
they  feel  what  outwardly  they  deny,  and 
cannot  but  fome  Time  or  other  be  filled 
with  Horror  and  Anguifh  in  their  Con* 
.  fciences,  by  that  inwardly  witnefGng  and 
.checking  Principle,  when  God  (hall give 
.  it  Liberty  to  eierce  its.  Power  over  them. 
The  End  of  fuch  will  be,  as  of  profefled 
/Atheifts.;  they  pretend  the  fecureft  Con- 
tempt, and  fearlelseft  Mifinegard  of  God  ; 
.but  then,  when  be  awakes  to  Judgment, 
.or  declares hhnfeif  m  fcme  Thing  eatra- 
ordinary,  they  are  fabielt  to   the  inoft 
.paokk  Pears  and  Terrors,  becaufc  then 
.there  is  a  Party  armed  within  againA 
.  them,  which  they  had  difarmed  in  Secu- 
rity, and  kept  in  Chains :  So,  whenfoever 
.fuch  Men,  of  fuch  high  Pretentions-,  and 
fubtinie  Profeffions,  who  love  to.ipeik 
nothing  but  Myfleries,  and  prefume  to 
.fuch  glorious  Discoveries  of  new  Lights 
.  of  fpiritutl  Myfteries  ;  when  theft,  I  fay, 
have  flattered,  themfelves  for  a  Seafon, 
in  the  monftruous  eiorbitant  Conceit  of 
their  own  Perfection,  and  Immunity  from 
Sin,    and,  it  may  be,*  deceived  fome 
others  too  ;  when  they  have  lived  ibme 
Tune  in  this  golden  Dream  of  Innocency ; 
•the  Time  will  come,  either  when  the 
mighty  Hand  of  God  is  on  them  here,  or 
when  they  muft  enter  Eternity,  that  they 
fhall  awake,  and  find  all  their  Iniquities 
in  Battler  array,  muttered  by  the  Lord  of 
Uofts,  in  their  Conicience  againft  them- 
ilelves ;  and  then  they  (hall  be  the  rareft 
.Examples  of  Fear,  Terror  and  Unbelief, 


who  pretended  to  the  greateft  Confidence, 
Clearnefs  and  Innocency.'    My  Beloved* 
let  us  eftabli(h  tins  as  an  infallible  Rule, 
to  diicera  the  Spirits  by,  and  to  know 
what  Religion  is,  if  it  tend  to   glorifie 
Go d9  and  abafe  Man,  to  make  him  more 
humble,  as  weH  as  holy ;  if  it  give  the  true 
and  perfeft  Difcovery  of  God  to  Man, 
and  of  Man  to  himfclfi  that  is  true  Re- 
ligion  and  undeJUed:    Bat  away  with 
thefe  fublime  Speculations,  thefe  winged 
and  airy  Myfteries,  thofe  Pretentions  to 
high  Difcoveries  and  new  Lights,  if  they 
do  not  increafe  that  good  old  Light  of 
bumMe  walking  with  tby   God9  &c.  if 
they  tend  to  the  Iofiug  of  the  Obligation 
of  divine  Commands  off  tbet  ;  if  they 
ravift   Man  fo  high,  thai  he  feetfa  not 
himfelf  any  more  to  be  a  poor  miferable 
anddarkned  Creature,  certainly,  that  is  na 
FeHowihip  with  the  pure  light,  which 
is  not  cootiauaUy  the  Difcovery  and  fur- 
ther  Manifestation  of  move  Sin  and  Dark* 
nefr  in  us  :  For,  what  is  a  Man's  Light 
in  the  dark  Night  of  this  Life?  but  the 
clearefl  Light  of  that  Darkneft  that  is  in 
Man ;  and  ins  tfolinef*  What  is  it?  but 
the  abboring  of  himfelf  for  that.     It  is 
true,  fitmethng  further  is  attained  than 
the  knowing  of  this  ;  but  it  is  always  fo 
far  fborr  of  that  original  Pattern,  that  the 
beA  Way  of  espreffing  our  Conformity 
to  it,  it  by  how  much  we  apprehend  our 
Diftance  and  Deformity  from  it. 

But,  my  Beloved,  this  is  not  all  that 
is  here  meant,  nor  muft  we  take  it  fo 
grofly,  as  if  this  did  only  check  the  open 
Profeflbrs  of  a  finlefi,  fpotleis  Sanctity  ; 
my  certainly,  there  is  another  Way  of 
faying  tins,  than  by  the  Tongue,  and  many 
other  Ways  of  felfdeceiving,  than  that 
grofs  one,  many  more  univerfai  and  more 
dangerous.becauie  left  difcernable.  There 
is  fomething  of  this,  that  even  true  Be- 
lievers 
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Uevers  nuy  fell  into,  wi  there  is*  feme- 
thing  of  it  more  common  to  the  Gene- 
rality of  profefled  Chriftians. 

Among  Believers  in  Chrift,  there  is 
much  Difference  in  felt-judging ;  extreme 
Contrarieties,  both  between  diverfe  Per- 
fons,  and  in  one  and  the  fame,  at  diverfe 
Times.  You  know  that  fome  are  kept 
in  the  open  View  of  their  own  Sink  and 
infirmities,  and  while  they  aim  at  Holi- 
nefs,*hey  are  wholly  difabled  to  that  wor- 
thy Endeavour,  by  their  Difcouragements, 
arifing  from  the  A^prehenfton  of  their 
own  Weaknefs,  and  infinite  Shortcom* 
ing.  Now  to  elevate  and  ftrengthen 
fuch  Spirits,  that  •  Word  was  feafonably 
cafl  in,  And  the  Blood  of  Jefus  Cbrifi 
cleanfetb  from  all  Sin :  For  it  properly 
belongs  to  .the  Comfort  of  fuch  fainting 
Souls ;  and  it  is  all  one,  as  if  he  had  faidy 
Up,  and  be  doing,  and  the  Blood  of  Cbrifi 
(hall  cleanfeyour  evil  Doings.  He  go- 
eth  not  about  to  perfwade  them  to  have 
better  Ifoughts  of  themfelves,  or  lower 
'  AppreheDjGons  of  their  Sins,  but  'only  to 
have  higher  and  more  fuitable  Thoughts 
of  Cbrifi,  and  the  Virtue  of  his  Blood  ; 
And  this  is  the  only  Cure,  not  to  abate' 
from  that  low  Efteem  of  ourfelvfes,  but 
to  add  to  the  Efteem,  and  grow  in  the 
lively  Apprehenfion  of  Cbrifi*  I  would 
not  counfel  you  to  think  yourfelves  bet- 
ter, but  to  think  better  of  him,  that  all 
your  Confidence  may  arife  from  him. 

Now  there,  are  others,  and  it  may  be 
that  fame  Perfon  at  another  Time,  (for 
the  Wind  of  Temptation  winds  about, 
and  is  fometimes  in  one  Corner,  fome- 
times  in  another ;  our  Adverfary  ufeth 
many  Stratagems,  and  will  feem  to  flee 
before  us,  in  yielding  us  the  Victory  o- 
ver  our  Unbelief,  that  he  may  in  his 
Flight  return,  and  throw  fome. other 
Dart  upon  us  unawares,)  when  they 


have  attained  any  Fervency  of  Defires, 
and  Height  of  Defign  after  Holintfs,  and 
walking  with  God,  and  this  is  feconded; 
with  any  lively  Endeavours,  and  this  coo- 
firmed  and  (Irengthned  with  thefe  Pre- 
fences  of  God,  and  Accefles  into  the  Soul, 
that  fills  it  with  fome  Sweetnefs ;  then.  ■ 
I  fay,  they  are  ready  to  apprehend  tdo  ' 
highly  of  themfelves,  as  if  they  had  at- 
tained, and   to  look  below  upon  others 
with  fome  DiEJain  ;  then  there  is  not 
that  prefent  Difcovery  of  themlelves,  that 
may  intermingle  humble  Mourning  with  ' 
it,  but  a  Kind  of  unequal  mealuring  their  ' 
Attainments  by  their  Defines,  which  in'  - 
all  true  Chriftians  are  exceedingly  moun- 
ted above   themfelves.  •    Now  indeed*  • 
this  is  in  EfltA,  and  realty  to  fay,  w  * 
bave  no  Sin.    Herein  is  a  Deiufion,  a 
felf-deceiving  Fancy,  that  begets  too  much  • 
fel£pleafing.    Let  us  know  where  out 
Stance  is,  infinitely  below   either  our ' 
Duty.-  or  our  Defire  ;  and  re-mind  this  * 
often,  that  we  may  not  be  in  Hazard  to 
be  drunk  with  Self-love,  and  Self-deceit  < 
in  this  Particular.  •  Befides,  are  there  not ' 
many  Chriftians,  that  having  been  once 
illuminated,  and  had  ibme  ferious  Exer- 
cifes  in  their  Souls,  both  of  Sorrow  for 
Sin,  and  Fear'  of  Wrath,  and  Comfort  ' 
by  the  Gofpel ;  and  being  accuftomed  to  ' 
fome  Difchairge  of  religious  Dudes  in 
private  and  public*,  they  fit  down  here, 
and  hath  not  mind  of  further  Jrogrefi  ; 
they  thick  if  they  keep  that  Stance  they 
are  well, .and  fo.have  few  Defigns  or  « 
Endeavoirff  after  more  Communion  with  '■ 
God,  or  Purification  from  Sin.    Now 
this  makes  them  degenerate  to  Formali- 
ty, they  wither  and  become  barren,  and 
areexpoledby  this  to  many  Temptations 
which  overcome  them,    fiat,*  my  Be- 
loved, is  not  this  really  and  indeed  to  fay, 
wc  bav$  no  Sin  f  Do  not  your  walking- 
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and  the  Pofture  -of  your  Spirits  import 
fo  much,  as  if  you  had  no  Sin  to  wreftle 
with,  no  more  Holinefi  to  afpire  unto, 
is  it  ye  had  no  further  Race  to*  run  to 
obtain  the  Crown.  Do  not  deceive  your- 
felves, by  thinking  it  fufficient  to  have  fo 
much  Honefty  and  Grace,  as  in  your 
Opinion  may  put  you  over  the  black  Line 
in  lr-rej;eneration,  as  if  ye  would  feek 
no  more  ihan  is  precifely  neceflary  for 
Salvation  ?  Truly,  if  ye  be  fo  minded, 
you  give  a  miferable  Hint,  that  you  are 
not  yet  tranflated  from  the  black  Side  of 
Darknefs.  I  do  not  fay  that  all  fuch  are 
unconverted  ;  but,  if  you  continue  thus, 
without  ftirring  up  yourfelves  to  a  daily 
Converftoh  and  Renovation,  ye  do  too 
much  to  bloi  out  the  Evidence  of  your 
Converfion,  and  at  length  it  may  prove 
to  fome  a  felf-deftroying  Deceit,  when 
they  (hall  find  thcmfelves  not  pad  over 
chat  Line  that  pafleth  between  Heaven  and 
Hell,  which  they  were  ftudying  to  find 
out,  only  that  they  might  pals  fo  far  over 
it,  as  might  keep  their  Soul  and  Hell  a 
funder,  without  earneft  Defines  of  Ad- 
vancement towards  Heaven  in  Conformi- 
ty to  God.  Now  for  the  Generality  of 
profefled  Chriftians,  tho'  there  be  none 
oath  that  general  Confeflton  of  Sin  oftner 
and  more  readier  in  their  Mouths;  yet, 
I  fuppofe,  it  is  eafy  to  demonstrate  that 
there  is  much  of  this  Self-deceit  in  them, 
which  declares  that  the  Truth  is  nft  in 
tbem.  You  know  both  God  and  Man 
conftrufts  of  Men  by  theirWays,  not 
by  their  Words  ;  and  the  IMd  may  in- 
terprete  your  Hearts  by  their  Dilpofiti- 
ons,  and  raife  a  Collection  of  Atheifin 
out  of  all  together  ;  the  Fool  bath  faid 
in  bis  Heart,  &c.  Even  to  fay  I, 
many  pretended  Chriftians,  fay  in  their 
Heart,  We  have  no  Sin.  How  prove  I 
yt  that?  I  feek  uothing  ctfe  to  prove  it, 


than  your  own  ordinary  Clearings  and 
Excufings  of  yourfelves ;  ye  confefs  ye 
are  Sinners, and  break  all  the  Commands; 
yet  come  to  Particulars,  and  I  know  not 
one  of  twenty  that  will  cordially  or  feri- 
oufly   take  with  almoft  any  Sin;  yei, 
what  you  have  granted  in  a  General,  you 
retratf  and  deny  it  in  all  the  Particulars  ; 
which  declares  both  that,  even  that  which 
you  feem  to  know,  you   are  altogether 
Strangers  to  the  real  Truth  of  it,  and  that 
you  are  over-blinded  with  a  fond  Love 
of  yourfelves.     I  know   not  to   what 
Purpofesyour  genend  Acknowledgments 
are,  but  to  be  »  Mask  or  Shadow  to  de- 
ceive you,  to  be  a  Blind  to  iiide  you  from 
yourfeves ;  fince  the  moft  Part  of  you, 
whcnfoeyer  challenged  of  any  particular 
Sin,  or  Inclination  to   it,  juftify  your- 
felves ;   and  whenever  ye  are  put  to  a 
particular  Confeffion  of  your  Sins,  you 
have  all  wrapt  up  in  fuch  a  Bundle  of 
Confufion,  that  you  never  know  one  Sin 
by  another.   Certainly,  ye  deceive  your- 
fthoes,  and  the  Truth  is  not  in  you. 

Let  me  add  moreover  another  Inftance ; 
do  you  not  fo  live,  and  walk  in  Sin  fo 
fecurely,  fo  impenitently,  as  if  you  had 
no  Sin,  no  Fear  of  Gods  Warth?  Do 
not  the  moft  Part  contentedly  and  peace- 
ably live  in  fo  much  Ignorance  of  the 
GoJpel,  as  if  they  had  no  Need  of  Chrift  > 
and  fo  by  Confequence,  as  if  they  had 
no  Sin :  For  if  you  did  believe  in  the 
Heart,  and  indeed  confider,  that  your 
Hearts  are  Sinks  of  Iniquity  and  Impuri- 
ty, would  you  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
apply  to  the  Phyfician  ?  And  would  you 
not  then  labour  to  know  the  Phyfician, 
and  the  Gofpel,  which  is  the  Report  of 
him?  Certainly,  in  afmuch  as  you  take 
no  Pains  for  the  Knowledge  of  a  Savi- 
our, you  declare  that  you  know  not  your 
Sto  i  for  if  ye  know  the  one,  ye  could 
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not  but  feaxcb  to  know  the  other.    What 
is  the  Voice  of  moft  Mens  walking  ? 
Doth  it  not  proclaim  this*  that  they  think 
there  is  no  Sin  in  them  ?  For  if  there 
be  Sin  in  you;  is  there  not  a  Curfe  upon 
you,  and  Wrath  before  you  ?  And  if  you 
did   really  fee  the  one,  would  you  not 
fee  the  other?  'And   did   yoa  fee  it, 
would  it  not  drive  you  to  more  ferious 
Thoughts?  Would  it  not  afright  you? 
Would  it  not  caufe  you  often  to  retire 
in  to  yourfelves,  and  from  the  World  ? 
And  above  all,  how  precious  wojild  the 
Tidings  o£  a  Saviour  be,  that  now  are 
common  and  contemptible?  Would  you 
not  every    Day  waih  in  that   Blood  ? 


Would  the  Current  of  Repentance  dry? 
But,  forafmuch  as  you  are  not  exercifed 
this  Way,  give  no  Thoughts  nor  Time 
for  Reconcilement  with,  Gorf,  walk  with* . 
out  any  Fear  of  Hell,  and  without  any 
earned  and  ferious  Study  of  changing 
your  Ways,  and  purifying  your  Hearts ; 
in  a  Word,  though  ye  confefi  Sin  in,  the 
general,*,  yet  your   whole   Carriage  of 
Heart  and  Ways  declare  fo  much,  th«t 
you  think  it.  not  a  Thing  much  to  be 
feared,  or  that  a  Man  mould  bufie  him- 
fe  If  about  it ;  that  a  Man  may  live  in  it, 
and  be  well  here,  and  hereafter.    And 
is  not  this  to  deny  the  ve*y  Nature  of 
Sin,  and  to  deceive  your  own  Souls? 
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to  forgive  us  out  Sins>  &c. 


THE  Current  of  Sin  dries  not  up, 
but  runs  conftamly  while  we  are 
in  this  Life.  It  is  true,  it  is  much  dimt- 
niftied  in  a  Believer,  and  it  runs  not  in 
fuch  an  univerfal  Flood  over  the  whole 
Man,  as  it  is  in  the  Unbeliever  ;7et  there 
is  a  living  Spring  of  Sin  within  the  God- 
Jy,  which  is  never  ceafmg  to  drop  out 
Pollution  and  Defilement,  either  upon 
their  whole  Perfons.or  at  Jeafl,  to  in- 
termingle it  with  their  good  Actions. 
Now,  there  U  no  Comfpt  for  this,  but 
this  one,  that  there  is  another  Stream  of 
the  Blood  oj  JcfviS  Cbrift,  that  never 
dries  up,  is  never  exhaufted,  never 
.emptied,  but  flows  *  full  and  as  free, 


as  clear  and  fre(h  as  ever  it  did ;  And 
this  is  fo  great,  and  of  fo  great  Vertue; 
that  it  is  able  to  fwallow  up  the  Stream 
of  our  Pollutions,  and  to  take  away 
the  daily  Filth  of  a  Believer's  Conver- 
fation.  Now  indeed,  though  the  Blood 
oCJefus  Cbriftbt  of  fuch  infinite  Vertue 
and  Efficacy,  that  it  were  fufficient  to 
cleanfe  the  Sins  of  the  whole  World,  it 
would  be  an  Over-ranfom  for  the  Souls 
of  all  Men,  there  is  fo  much  Worth  in 
it :  That  Flood  of  Guiltinefs  that  hA 
drowned  the  World,  this  Flood  of  CbriJTs 
Blood  that  gulhed  put  of  his  Side,  is  of 
fufficient  Vertue  to  cleanfe  it  perfe&ly 
away  ;  notwithftandlng  of  this  abfolute 
I  i  i  ua- 
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univerfal  Sufficiency,  yet  certain  it  is,  I 
tint  h  rs  not  a&ually  applyetf  unto  the  I 
cfeanfingof  all  Mens  Sins,  but  yet  the 
moft  Part  of  Men  are  ftill  drowned  in 
the  Deluge  of  their  own  Wickedneff, 
and  fie  inromb'd  in  Darknefi  ;  there- 
fore it  concerns  us  to  know  the  Way  of 
the  Application  of  this  Blood,  to  the 
Cleanfing  of  Sinners »  and  this  Way  is 
fit  down  in  this  Verfe,  If  we  confe/s 
vur  Sins,  be  isjuft  to forgive.  There 
Was  fomethmg  hinted  at  obfcurefy  in  the 
proceeding  Verfe;  for  when  he  (hews, 
that  fuch  ss  fay  they  have  no  Sin,  whd 
either  by  the-Difpofuion  of  their  Hearts, 
or  Carriage  of  their  Ways,  do  by  Inter- 
pretation fay,  they  want  Sin,  Sucb  de- 
ceive tbemfehes,  and  tbe  Truth  is  not 
in  tbem,  and  fo  they  hare  no  Benefit  of 
ibat  Blood  tbat  cleanfetb  from  all  Sin. 
And  fo  it  is  imported  here,  that  tho' 
the  Blood  of  Cbrijt  be  tbUf  fuffideni  to 
deanfe  all  Sin,  yet  it  is  not  lb  proftitu- 
ted  and  bafely  fpent  upon  Sinners,  as  to 
.  be  beftowed  upon  them  who  do  not 
tnow  their  Sins,  and  never  enter  into 
any  ferious  and  impartial  Examination  of 
m  thimfeives.  Such,  though  they  lay  they 
'  are  Sinners,  yet  never  defeending  into 
themielvestofearch  their  own  Hearts  and 
Ways ;  and  fo  never  coming  to  the  par* 
tkular  Knowledge  of  their  Sins*  and 
Feeling  of  them,  they  cannot  at  all  make 
Application  of  that  Blood  to  their  own 
Conferences,  either  ferioufly  or  penmen- 
if  i  Though  the  River  and  Fountain  of 
Cbrift's  Blood  run  by  them,  in  the  daily 
preaching  of  the  Oofpe),  yet  being  defti- 
-tute  of  thit  daily  Setf  infpeaion,  and  Self- 
tbowledge,  .being  altogether  ignorant  of 
themftlvet,  they  can  no  more  wafli  here, 
than  thefe  who  never  heard  of  this  Blood, 
they  being  Strangers  to  tfaemfeivesrJe* 
them  at  it  great  Dtfenct  ami.  Eftopg* 


ment  from  the  Blood  of  Cbrift,  as  if  they 
were  wholly  Strangers  to  the  very  preach- 
ing of  this  Blood.  Let  us  then  have  this 
fit  ft  eftablilhed  in  our  Hearts,  that  there 
is  no  cleanfiftg  from  Sin,  without  the 
Knowledge  of  Sm  ;  and  there  is  no  true 
Knowledge  of  Sin,  without  a  ferious  Soul- 
examination  of  Sin,  thefe  arertok  together 
in  their  own  ttatpre ;  For  how  fhouldf 
our  Sins  be  pardoned,  when  we  knov* 
nothing  of  them  but  in  a  confided  Gene* 
raJity,  that  can  never  afffc<ft  the  Heart  ? 
How  (faould  our  Sins  not  be  opened  and 
difcovered  before  the  Holineft  of  God, 
when  they  are  always  covered  unto  ui, 
and  hid  from  our  Eyes?  Certainly,  the 
Righteoufnefs  and  Wiflom  of  God  re- 
quires, that  fuch  a  monftruous  Thing,  fo 
great  an  Enemy  of  God's  Holinefs,  be 
not  wholly  pad  away  in  Silence  without 
Obfervation.  If  we  do  not  obferve,  he 
will ;  fdr  to  what  Fiirpofe  Ihould  Pardon 
be  fo  lavished  upon  them  who  are  not 
capable  to  know  what  Favour  and  Grace 
is  in  it  ?  And  certainly,  that  none  caa 
know,  without  rhe  feeling  Knowledge  of 
the  Height  and  Hainou&efs  of  Sin.  Now# 
I  pray  you,  how  (hould  ye  know  your 
Sins*  when  ye  wiU  not  a&ow  any  Time 
for  tbe  iearching  of  yourfelves?  Many 
cannot  fay  that  ever  they  did  purpoferiy  and 
deliberately  withdraw  from  the  World, 
and  feparate  their  Spirits  for  this  Bufine/c 
of  Se&extminatkxu  and  therefore  you 
remain  perpetually  Strangers  to  yourfel?e$, 
and  as  great  Stringers  to  the  Power  and 
Venue  of  this  Blood. 

Now  in  this  Verfe,  be  declares  it  plain* 
iy,  in  what  Way  and  Method  Sin  is  par- 
doned by  this** lood.  By  the  former 
Verfe,  we  have  fo  much,  that  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  wemuftfearch  and  try  our  Ways/ 
tbat  fo  we  may  truly  know  our  Sin*,  and 
chaqp  tbm  upoa  ourfelmi  and  bat 
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it  is  luperadded,  chat  we  muft  confefs 
them  to  him:  And  the  Promife  is  an* 
nexed,  be  isjujl  and  faithful  to  forgive. 
Now  this  Confeflion  of  Sin  is  very  fitly 
fubjoined,  both  to  that  which  he  decla- 
red of  that  great  End  of  the  Goipel,  Com* 
munion  with  God,  and  char  which  was 
immediately  holden  forth  of  the  remain- 
ing Venue  of  CJrri/Ts  Blood  ;  for  might 
a  poor  Soul  fay,  How  fhall  I  come  to 
partake  of  that  blefled  Society?  I  am  a 
Sinner*  and  fo  an  Enemy  to  God,  How 
fhall  this  Enmity  be  removed  ?  And  if 
the  Anfwer  be  made,   Joe  Blood  of 
Jefus  Cbrifl  cleanfetb  from  all  Sin, 
and  fo  maketh  Accefs  for  a  Sinner  to  en 
ter  into  this  Society  ;  yet  a  Queftion  re- 
mains, And  how  (hall  the  Vertue  of  that ' 
be  applied  to  my  Soul  ?  It  is  fufficient  l| 
know  for  all,  but  what  Way  may  I  hare! 
the  particular  Benefit  of  it  ?  Here  it  is! 
folly  firisfied,  If  we  confefs  our  Sins, 
Godisjufi  andfaitbful  to  forgive.-  He 
lyeth  under  fome  Obligation  to  pardon 
us.    Now,  many  of  you  may  think,  if 
this  be  the  Way,  and  thefe  be  the  Terms 
of  Pardon,  then  we  hope  ,ali  (hall  be 
pardoned  ;  for  if- there  be  no  more  but 
to  confefs  our  Sins,  Who  will  not  wil- 
lingly do  that,  and  who  doth  not  daily  do 
it  ?  As  ope  raid,  if  it  be  fufficient  to  ac- 
-cu/e.none  will  be  Innocent:  SiaccufaJJe 
fufficiat^nemo  innocent  eriti  fo  you 
may  think.  Si  confiteri  fufficiat,  nemo 
reus  erit.    If  it  be  fufficient  to  confefs, 
none  will  be  guilty.    But,  my  Beloved, 
let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves  with  the  pre- 
fent  firft  Apprehenfions  of  Words  that 
occur  in  this  Kind ;  it  is  true,  as  ye  take 
Confeflion,  there  is  nothing  more  ordi- 
nary ;  but,  if  it  be  taken  in  the  true 
Scripture-meaning,  and  in  the  realeft  Senfe, 
I  fear  there  is  nothing  among  Men  fo 
extraordinary ;  I  defire  you  may  but  con- 


fider  bow  you  take  this  Word  in  your 
Dealings  with  Men,  you  take  it  certainly 
in  a  more  real  Senfe  than  you  ufc  it  in 
Religion.    If  any  had  done  you  fome 
great  Wroqg  or  Injury,  fuppofe  your  Ser- 
vant, or  Inferior,  What  Acknowledgment 
would  you  take  from  him  of  his  Wrong? 
If  he  coniefled  his  Wrong  only  in  gene- 
ral ambiguous  Terms,  if  he  did  it  either 
lightly,  oi  without  any  Senfe  or  Sorrow 
for  it,  if  he  did  withal  excufe  and  exte- 
nuate his  Fault,  and  never  ceafed, notwith- 
standing of  all  his  Confeflion,  to  do  the 
like   Wrong   when   Occafion   offered, 
would  you  not  think  this  a  Mockery? 
And  would  it  not  rather  provoke  you, 
than  pacify  you?  Now,  when  ye  take 
Words  in  fo  real  and  deep  Significations 
in  your  own  Matters,  what  grofs  Di- 
lution is  it,  that  you  take  tbepi  in  thie 
flighted  and  emptied  Meaning  in  thefe" 
Things  that  relate  to  God?  And  I  am 
fure  the  moft  Fart  of  Mens  Confeffioqs 
are  of  that  Nature  which  I  have  ftfcrifecg, 
general,  ignorant,  fenfelefi,  without  jfljr 
particular.  View,  or  lively  Feeling  ofate 
Vilenefs  and  LoatWbmnefs  of  Sin,  pnjf 
.their  own  .Hearts ;   whenever  it  carat* 
to  Particulars,  there  is  a  Multitude  of 
Extenuations  and. Pretences,  to  hide  aptf 
cover  the  Sin  ;  and  generally  Men  never 
ceafe  the  more  from  finning,  it  puts  no 
Stop  in  their  running,  as  the  Horfet  tp 
the  Battle-.  To-day  they  confefs  it,  anjj 
To-morrow  they  aft  it  again  with  a* 
much  Delight  as  before.     Now,  of  this 
I  may  fay,  offer  it  to  tby  Governor,  and 
fee  if  be  will  be  pleajed  with  tbee,  or 
let  another  offer  fuch  an  Acknowledg- 
ment of  Wrong  to  thee,  and  fee  it  it  will 
pleafe  thee;  and  if  it  will  not,  Why  de- 
ceive  ye  yoyrlelves  with  the  butward 
Vifage  of  Things,  in  thefe  Matters  that 
are  of  greateft  Soul-concernment  ?  Should 
I  i  i  s  thejr 
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they  not  be  taken  in  ihc  niort  inward  and 
fubftantial  Signification  that  can  be?  leaii 
you  be  deceived  w::h  falfe  Appearances  ; 
and  while  y«>u  give  but  a  Shadow  of  Con* 
feflion,  you  receive  but  a  Shadow  of  For- 
givenefs.  fuch  a  Thi.ig  as  will  not  carry 
and  beir  you  out  before  God's  Tribunal-. 
Therefore  we  i.kii!  needs  take  it  thus, 
that  Onfeflion  of  Sin  is  the  Work  of  the 
whole  Man,  and  not  of  the  Muuthonly.- 
It  is  the  Heart,  Tongue,  and  ail  that  is 
in  a  Man,  joining  together  to  the  Ac- 
knowledgment of  Sin,  and  God's  Righte- 
oufnels  ;  therefore  it  includes  in  it,  not 
only  a  particular  Knowledge  of  our  Of- 
fences, and  ihe  Temper  of  our  Hearts, 
but  a  fentible  Fet-ling  of  the  Loathlbm- 
nefs  and  Hainoufnefs  of  thefe :  And  this 
is  the  Spring  that  it  Mows  from,  a 
broken  and  contrite  Heart,  that  is  brui- 
fed  under  the  Apprehenfions  of  the 
Weight  of  Guiltinefs,  and  is  imbittered 
with  the  Senfe  of  the  Gall  of  Iniquity, 
that  poflelleth  the  Heart.  Here  then  is 
the  great  Moment  of  Confeflion  and  Re- 
pentance, What  is  the  inward  Fountain 
it  flows  from?  If  the  Heart  be  brought 
to  the  diftinft  and  clear  View  of  itfelf, 
and  to  difcern  the  Iniquity  and  Plague  of 
it,  and  fo  to  (all  down  under  the  mighty 
Hand  of  God,  and  before  his  Tribunal, 
as  guilty,  as  not  being  able  or  willing  to 
open  his  Mouth  in  an  Excufe  or  Extenu- 
ation of  Sin,  ot  to  plead  for  Companion 
from  any  Confideration  in  himfelf ;  a 
Soul  thus  placed  between  Iniquities  fet 
in  Order,  and  Battle  array  on  the  one 
Hand,  and  the  holy  Law  and  Righteouf 
nefs  of  God  on  the  other  Hand  ;  the 
Fihhinefs  of  the  one,  filling  with  Shame 
and  Confuhon,  and  the  Dreadfulnefs  of 
the  other,  cauling  Fear  and  Trembling : 
In  this  Poflure,  I  fay,  for  a  Soul  to 
come  and  fall  at  the  Judge's  Feet,  and 
jcake   Supplication  to  him  in  bis  Son 


Cbriji ;  thus  being  inwardly  prefled  to 
vent  and  pour  out  our  Hearts  befo/e  him, 
in  tht  Conleflion  of  our  Sins,  and  to  rice 
unto  the  City  of  Refuge,  bis  Mercy  end 
Grace  that  is  declared  in  Jeus  Ctrid ; 
this,  I  lay,  is  indeed  to  conftfs  our  Sins: 
For  then  Confeflion   is   an  Exoneration 
and  disburdening  of  ihe  Heart,  it  flows 
from  the  Abundance  of  the  inward  Con- 
trition  of  it  i  and  as  this  murt  be  the 
Spring  of  it,  fo  there  is  another  Srream 
that  will  cenainiy  flow  from  the  inge- 
nious ConftHion  of  our  Sins,  that  is,  a 
foriaking  of  them;    Thefe  aretherwo 
Streams  that  flow  from  one  Head  and 
Spring,  the  inward  Fountain  of  Contri- 
tion and  Sorrow  for  Sin  ;  there  is  a  holy 
Indignation  kindled  in  the  Heart  againii 
Sin,  and  an  Engagement  upon  fuch  a  Soul, 
as  indeed  rle^  to  Mercy,  to  renounce  Sin; 
and  here  is  the  complete  Nature  of  true 
Repentance.     Solomon  joins  them.  He 
that  confeffetb  and  forfaketb  Jball  l-avt 
Mercy,  Prov.  xxviii.  13.    And  this  is 
oppofed  to  coveiing  of  Sins,  For  be  that 
coveretb  bis   Sins  jball  nor  projper. 
And  what  \%  thar  to  corer  his  Sin  ?  Con-    " 
feffing  them  in  a  general  coniufed  No- 
tion, without  any  diftintt  Knowledge,  or 
Senfe  of  particular  Guiltinefs,  that  is  a 
covering  of  Sins,  or  confefling  Sin,  and 
not  foriaking  of  it,  that  is  a  covering  of 
Sin ;  for,  to  aft  Sin  over  again,  with  cot* 
tinualfirefli  Delight  and  Vigour,  is  tor* 
trait  our  Confeflions,  and  to  .bury  and 
cover-  them   with   the  Mould  of  new 
Tranfgrefllons.     Now,   take  this  unto 
you,  you  (ball  not  projper,  what  can  be 
(aid  worfe?  for  you  are  but  fa  a  Dream 
of  Happinefs,  and  you  (hall  one  Day  be 
maken  out  of  it,  and  that  fancied  Parti* 
(hall  evaniih.  and  then  your  Sins  that  you     1 
covered  in  this  Manner,  (hall  be  diforfr 
red  before  the  Judge  of  the  Workt  aid 
you  Jbad  mtfiand  in  Judgment. 
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THE  Freedom  of  God's  Grace,  and 
the  Greatnefs  of  his  Wifdom,  ftiines 
forth  moft  brightly  in  the  Difpenfation 
of  the  Gofpel>  and  both  of  them  beautify 
and  illuftrate  one  another.-  That  there 
is  firft,  an  Expiation  of  Sin  by  the  Blood 
of  Jejus  Cbrift,  that  a  Wiy  is  laid  down 
of  reconciling  the  World,  and  that  by  the 
Blood  of  tbe  Crofs,  that  Peace  is  pur- 
chafed,  and  fo  preached  unto  Sinners,  .as 
a  Thing  already  procured,  and  now  on- 
ly to  be  applied  unto  the  Soul  by  Faith  ; 
herein  doth  the  inefttmable  Riches  of 
the  Grace  of  God  expofe  itfelf  to  the 
View,  of  Angels  and  Men»  That  the 
great  Work  of  Redemption  is  ended, 
ere  it  come  to  us ;  and  there  remains 
nothing,  but  to  publifli  it  to  the  World, 
and  invite  us  to  come  and  receive  it,  and 
have  a  Part  in  it ;  all  is  ready ,  die  Featf 
prepared,  and  fet  on  the  Table,  and  there 
wants  nothing  but  Guefts  to  eat  of  it, 
and  thefe  are  daily  called  by  the  Gofpel 
to  come  to  this  Table,  which  the  Wif- 
dom of  the  Father  hath  prepared  for  us, 
without  either  our  Knowedge  or  Con- 
currence. Befides,  the  very  Terms  of 
propofing  the  Gofpel,  fpeak  forth  abfo- 
lute  Freedom ;  What  can  be  more  free 
and  eafy  than  this?  Cbrift  is  fent  to  die 
for  Sinners,  and  to  redeem  them  from 


the  Curfe,  only  receive  bim9  come  tb> 
bim,  and  believe  in  him.    He  hath  un- 
dertaken to  fave,  only  do  you  confent 
too,  and  give  up  your  Name  to  him ; 
ye  have  nothing  to  do  to  fctisfy  Juftice, 
or   purchafe   Salvation,  only  be  willing , 
that  he  do  it  for  you,  or  rather  acquiefce 
to  that  he  hath  done  already,  and  reft  on 
it.    But  how  (hall  our  Sins  be  pardoned', 
and  Juftice  fatisfied?  Only  confefs  your 
Sins  to  him,  and  ye  are  fofgiven,  not 
for  your  Confeflion,  but  for  Cbrift  ;  only 
acknowledge  thine  Iniquity  and  Wrongs, . 
and  he  hath  taken  another  Way  tor  repair 
his  Juftice,  than  by  thy  Deftruftion  and 
Condemnation  ;  he  is  (b  far  from  extent- 
ding  his  Juftice  againft  thee,  that  he  is 
rather  engaged  upon  his  Faithfulnds  and 
Juftice  to  forgive  thee,  becaufe  of  his  .« 
Promife. 

Yet,  ye  would  not  conceive  fo  of  this  . 
Manner  of  PropoJal  of  Forgivenefs  and  . 
Salvation,  as  if  the  requiring  of  fuch  a  ' 
Thing  as  Repentance  in  thee,  were  an/ 
Derogation  from  the  Abfolutenefs  of  Mv 
Grace;  for  it   is  not  required,   either 
to  the  Point   of  Satisfcftion  to  Gods 
Juftice,  and  Expiation  of  Sa,  for  that 
is  done  already  upon  the  Crofs.     Cbrift 
was  not  offered  to  fave  Sinners,  he  wa* 
not  fent  upon  the  previous  Condition  of: 

their. 
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their  Repentance  :  Nay,  while  we  were 
yet  Enemies,  CbriJI  died  for  the  un- 
godij ;  to  that  to  the  Bufinefs  of  our  Re- 
demption, there  was  no  Concurrence 
upon  our  Part,  nor  Influence  upon  it  by 
our  Carriage*,  for  he  considered  us  as 
Sinners,  and  miferable,  and  lb  laved  us. 
And  now,  to  the  aftul  Application  of 
thefe  preventing  Mercies,  ns  true,  it  is 
Heedful  in  the  wile  and  realbnable  Dif- 
penlation  of  God,  that  Sinners  be  brought 
so  the  Knowledge  and  fenfible  Acknow- 
ledgment of  their  Sin  and  Mifery,  and 
f>  be  upon  rational  Inducements  of  Miiery 
within,  and  Mercy  without,  of  Self- 
.  indigency,  and  Cbrift' %  Sufficiency,  be 
drawn  into  Jefus  CbriJI,  and  (b  to  a 

f  snaking  of  thefe  purcbafed  Privileges  of 
'orpvenefs  of  Sin,  Peace  whb  God,  &c. 
I  lay ,  all  this  is  lb  far  from  diminishing 
*  Jot  of  that  abfbjute  Freedom  of  Grace, 
that  it  rather  jointly  proclaims  die  Riches 
Of  Grace  and  Wifdom  both,  that  Re- 
pentance (hould  be  given  to  an  impeni- 
tent Sioser,  ajyJ  Faith  freely  bellowed 
pn  an  unbelieving  Sinner ;  and  withal, 
that  Remiffion  and  Salvation,  together 
with  Faith  and  Repentance,  (hould  be 
brought  to  us  by  his  Death,  while  we 
were  yet  Enemies ;  this  doth  declare  the 
saoft  upparalelld  Bounty  an4 Grace,  that 
•  fhe  Heart  of  Man  can  imagine ;  and 
withal,  that  Remiffion  of  Sins  is  joined 
to  Confel&on,  and  Salvation  to  Faith, 
herein  ibe  Wiftkwa  of  God  triumphs ; 
for*  what  Way  is  it  poffible  to  declare 
that  Freedom  of  Grace*  to  the  fenfiWe 
^Convilfen  of  a  Sjnoer,  and  To  todemon- 
ftrate  it  to  all  Mens  Confidences,  except 
by  making  them  return  within,  to  fee 
their  own  abfolute  Unworchinefs,  Vile- 
ne(s,  and  Ineorrelponckncy  to  fiich  Mer- 
cies, and  fo  drawing  an  Acknowledge 
nest  of  his  Grace,  from  she  Mouths  aad 


Conferences  of  all?  How  (hall  a  Soul 
know  that  rich  fuperabundant  Grace,  if 
he  know  not  the  Abundance  of  his  Sins? 
How  (hall  he  profefs  the  one,  except  he 
withal  confefs  the  other  ?  Let  us  imagine 
an  impenitent  Sinner,  continuing  in  Re* 
bellion,  pardoned  and  forgiven :  And  is 
there  any  Thing  more  contrary  to  com- 
mon Senfe  and  Realbn,  to  be  in  God's 
Favour,  and  yet  not  accepting  that  Fa- 
vour; to  be  a  Friend,  and  yet  an  Enemy  ; 
to  have  Sins  forgiven,  and  yet  not  known 
not  confefled  ;  thefe,  1  lay,  found  fome 
plain  Difibnancy  and  Difcord  to  our  very 
firft  Apprehenfions.     Certainly,  this  is 
the  Way  to  declare  the  Glory  of  his 
Grace,  in  the  hiding  and  covering  of  Sin, 
even  to  difcover  Sin  to  the  Sinner ;  elfe, 
if  God  (hould  hide  Sin,  and  it  be  hid 
withal  from  the  Confcience,  both  thy  Sin 
and  God's  Grace  (hould  be  hid  and  cove- 
red, neither  the  one  nor  the  other  would 
appear.    Take  it  thus  then,  the  Confef- 
fion  of  Sin  is  not  for  this  End,  to  fcve 
anycafml  Influence  upon  thy  Remiffion, 
or  to  procure  any  more  Favour  and 
liking  with  God;  but  it  is  (imply  this/ 
the  Coofeflion  of  Sin  is  the  mod  ac- 
commodate Way  of  the  Profeffion  and 
Publication  of  the  Grace  of  God,  in  the 
forgiving  of  Sins ;  Faith  ?nd  Repentance 
are  not  fet  down  as    Conditions  pre- 
requhred  on  thy  Part,  that  may  procure 
Salvation  or  Forgivenels,  but  they  are 
infeparably  annexed  unto  Salvation  and 
Forgivenels,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
maaifeft  to  our  fenfible  Conviction,  that 
Grace,  and  Freedom  of  Grace,  which 
(lines  in  Forgivenels  and  Salvation. 

He  isjufi  and  faithful,  &c.  Herein 
is  the  Wonder  of  the  Grtce  of  God  in- 
creased, that  when  we  are  under  an  Obli- 
gation to  infinite  Punishment  for  Sin,  and 
bound  guilty  before  his  Jultice,  that  the 


uppn  the  fir  ft  Epi file of 'John  i.  9. 
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mojt  great  and  potent  Lord,  who  can 
eaiily  rid  himfelf  of  all  his  Enemies*  and 
do  all  his  Pleafure  in  Heaven  and  Earth, 
ihould  come  under  an  Obligation  to  Man 
to  forgive  him  his  Sins.  A  Orange  Ei- 
•ehange,  Man  i$  (landing  bound  by  the 
Coeds  of  bis  own  Sins  oyer  the  Juftice 
of  God,  he  is  under  that  infoluMe  Tje 
of  Guiltinefs;  God  in  the  mean  Time 
is  free  and  loofed  from  the  Obligation 
of  the  firft  Covenant,  that  is,  his  Promife 
of  giving  Life  to  Man ;  we  hare  loafed 
him  from  that  voluntary  Engagement, 
.and  are  bound  under  a  Curie  ;  and  yet, 
behold  the  Permutation  of  Grace,  Man 
is  loofed  from  Sin  to  which  he  was  bound, 
and  God  is  bound  to  forgive  Sin,  to 
t*hkh  he  was  not  bound.  He  enters  in 
a  new  and  voluntary  Engagement  by  his 
Promife,  and  gives  Right  to  poor  Crea- 
tures to  fue  and  leek  Forgiveneft  of  him, 
according  to  his  Faithfulnef* :  Yet  in  this 
Plea,  as  it  becomes  us  to  ufe  Confidence, 
becaufe  he  gives  us  Ground  by  his  Fro- 
jnifes,  fo  we  (hould  feaibn  it  with  Hu- 
mility, knowing  bow  infinitely  free  and 
voluntary  his  Condeicenfiou  is,  being 
always  mindful,  that  he  may  in  &ighte- 
oiifnefs  exact  Punilhment  of  us  for  Sin, 
rather  than  we  feek  Fergjveaefi  from 
him  ;  and  yet  feek  it  we  ought,  btcaufe 
he  hath  engaged  his  faithful  Promife; 
which  Opportunity  to  negleft.  and  not 
to  improve,  either,  though  Fear  or  Secu- 
rity, were  as  high  Contempt  and  Dif- 
obedience  to  him,  as  thefe  Sins  by  which 
we  offend  him. 

Certainly,  the  very  Same  of  God  re- 
vealed to  us,  or  known  by  Nature's 
light,  thofe  general  Characters  of  his 
Name,  Merey  and  Goodnefj,  Power 
and  Greatnefi,  might  fuffice  to  fo  much, 
as  to  make  us  in  the  Apprehensions  of 
our  own  Guildnefi  and  Provocations  of 


his  Holinefi,  to  look  no  other  Way,  thai 
to  his  own  merciful  and  gracious  Nature: 
Suppoie  we  had  nothing  of  a  Promife 
from  him,  by  which  he  is  bound;  yet, 
as  the  very  Apprebenfion  of  the  general 
Goodnefi,  and  unlimited  Bounty,  and 
original  Htppineis  that  is  in  God,  ought 
1  naturally  to  draw  the  Creature  towards 
him  in  all  its  Wants,  to  fupplicate  Ins 
Fulnefs,  that  can  fopply  all  Neceffitierf, 
without  leflening  his  own  Abundance;, 
even  lb,  if  we  did  only  apprehend  that 
God  is  the  Fountain  of  Mercy,  and  that 
he  is  infinitely  above  us  and  our  Injuries, 
and  that  all  our  Being  and  Welhbeing 
eternally  confiAs  in  his  fole  Favour; 
this,  I  lay,  alone  considered,  might  draw 
us  to  a  pouring  out  our  Hearts  before 
him,  in  the  Acknowledgment  of  our 
Guiltinefi,  and  calling  ourfelves  upon  hit 
Mercy  (as  the  Term  is  ufed  in  War) 
when  there  is  no  Quarter  promifed,  and 
no  Capitulation  made :  It  is  ibe  laft  Ro- 
fuge  of  a  defperate  Sinner,  to  reader  un- 
to God  upon  Mercy,  to  refign  himfelf  td 
his  free  Difpafai ;  face  I  cannot  but  perifli 
(may  a  Soul  fay)  without  him,  there  it 
no  Way  of  elcaping  from  his  Wrath,  I 
will  rather  venture,  and  go  in  to  tb 
King%  and  if 1 perijb  I  perijb :  Ther 
is  more  Hope  in  this  Way  to  come  so 
him,  than  to  ike  from  him,  perhaps  fa* 
may  (hew  an  Aft  of  ahfohite  fovereig* 
Goodnefi,  and  be  as  glorious  in  paffinfi 
by  an  Offence,  as  juft  in  punifhing  \tt 
Do  I  not  lee  in  Man,  (in  whom  tb* 
Divine  Majefty  hath  imprinted  font* 
Characters  of  Conscience  and  Hoaefty) 
that  it  is  more  generous  and  nohte  tO 
forgive,  thin  to  revenge?  And  do  I  not 
fee  generally  among  Men,  Clemency  an* 
Companion  is  commended  above  Seve- 
rity and  Rigour,  though  juft,  efpeciatty 
towards  thefe  who  are  inferior,  weak? 


44* 


SERMON    XVIII. 


unable  to  relift,  and  have  yielded  'them-  I  this,  what  ever  Sinner  comes  to  God  in 
felves  to  Mercy.     Now,  (hall  I  not  much     Cbrift*   confeflmg  their   own   Guiltinels 


more  apprehend  that  of  God9  which  1 
admire  in  a  fmful  Man  ?  Shall .  not  thai 
be  moft  perfect  in  him,  which  is  but  a 
maimed  and  broken  Piece  of  his  Image 
in  loft  Man?  Certainly,  it  is  the  Glory 
of  God  to  conceal  an  Offence,  as  well 
at  to  publtfh  it,  and  he  can  (hew  as  much: 
Greatnefs  and  Majefty  in  Mercy,  as  in 
Juftice  •,  therefore  I  will  wholly  commit 
my  felf  to  him.  I  think  a  Man  ought  to 
ration  fo,  from  the  very  natural  Know- 
lege  he  bath  of  God  ;  but  when  ye  have 
not  only  his  Name  and  Nature  published, 
but  his  Word  and  Promife  fo  often  pro 
claimed*  himfelfcojne  under  fome  Tye 
la  receive  and  accept  gracpufly  all  Sin- 
ners that. fly  in  under  the  Shadow  of  his 
Wings  of  Mercy;  then  O,  with  how 
much  Perfwafion -and  Boldnefi  mould  we 
come  to  Hm,  and  hy  open  ovr&ins  be-' 
fore  him,  who  not  only  may  pardon 
them,  and  not  oftly  is  Mikely  to  do  it, 
feeing  he  hath  a  gracious  Nature,  bur 
certainty  will  pardon  them,  cannot  but 
do  it,  becaufe  his  Faithfulnefs  requireth 
it.  Certainly,  he  hath  fuperadded  his 
Word  to  his  Name,  his  Promife  to  his 
•  Nature,  to  confirm  our  Faith ,  and  give 
us  ample  Ground  of  ftrong  Confola- 
.tion.  * 

There  is  another  more  Suitable  No- 
tion about  the  Juftice  of  God,  in  for- 
giving Sin ;  it  hath  feme  Truth  in  the 
Thing  itfelf,  but  whether  it  be  impor- 
ted here,  I  dare  •  nor  certamly  affirm. 
Some  take  his  Faithfulnefs  in  -Relation 
to  his  Word  of  Promife,  and  his  Juftice 
in  Relation  to  the  Price  and  Banfom 
$ayed  by  Cbrift  -,  importing  as  much  as 


in  Sincerity,  and  fupplicating  for  Pardon, 
he  cannot  in  Juftice  refufe  to  give  it  out 
unto  them,  fince  he  hath  taken  complete 
Satisfaction  of  Cbrift.  When  a  Sinner 
Peeks  a  Difcharge  ©f  all  Sin,  by  Virtue  of 
that  Blood,  the  Lord  is  bound  by  his 
own  Juftice  to  'give  it  out,  .and  to  write 
a  free  Remiflion  to  them  ;  fince  he  is 
fully  paid,  he  cannot  but  difcharge  us, 
and  cancel  our  Bonds.  So  then  a  poor 
Sinner  fhat  defires  Mercy,  and  would 
forfake  Sin,  hath  a  twofold  Ground  to 
fuit  this  Forgivenefs  upon  Cbrift's  Blood, 
and  God's  own  Word,  Cbrift' s  Pur- 
cbafe  and  Payment,  and  the  Father's 
Promife,  heisjuft  and  Righteous,  and 
therefore  he  cannot  deny  the  one,  nor 
yet  take  two  Satisfa8ions,  two' Payments 
for  one  Debt ;  and  he  is  faithful,  fo  he> 
cannot  but  ftand  to  the.  other,  that  is  his 
Promife,  and  thus  is  Forgivenefs  afcer- 
tained  and  afTured  unto  the  confefling  Sin- 
ner. .If any  would  take  this  in  Relation 
to  Coixfeflion,  as  if  it  refle&ed  upon  that 
which  preceeded ;  and  the  Meaning ihould 
be,  if  any  Man  confefs  his  Sin,  he  is  juft 
to  requite  Confeflion  with  Remiflion, 
he  cannot  Jin  Righteoufnefs  deny  one  that 
deferves  it  fo  well,  he  is  juft  to  return 
fome  iiiitable  Recorapence.to  fuchahum*. 
bie  ConfeflSon  :  This  Senfe  were  a  per- 
verting of  the  whole  Gofpel,  and  would 
overturn  the  Foundations  of  Grace  ;  for, 
there  is  no  Connection  between  our  Con- 
fcflion  and  his  Remiflion,  but  that  which 
tie  abfoldtegood  Pleafure  of  his  Will 
tuth  made ;  befides,  that  Repentance  is 
is  free  Grace  given  from  the  exalted 
Prince,  as  Remiflion. of  Sins  is. 

SE.R- 
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i  John  i.  9y  10.  If  we  confefs  our  Sins^  he  is  faithful  and 
juji  to  forgive  us  our  Sins^  and  to  cleanfe  us  from  aU 
Unrighteoujnefs. 

If  we  fay  that  we  have  not  finned,  we  make  him  a  ZMr^ 
&c. 


AN  D  who  will  not  confefs  their  Sin, 
fay  you?  Who  doth  not  confefs 
Sins  daily,  and  therefore*  who  is  not  for- 
given and  pardoned?  But  flay,  and  con- 
{tfler  the  Matter  again,  take  not  this  upon 
your  firft  light  Apprehensions,  which  in 
Religion  are  comnjonjy  empty,  vain  and 
luperficial ;  but  fearch  the  Scriptures,  and 
your  own  Heart v  that  ye  may  know 
wh#  Conftffipa  mean* .    It  may  be  (aid 
of  that  externa)  Qtfftpm  of  Cojrfeflion, 
that  many  of  ypu  haye,  that  the  Lord 
hath  not   required  it»   Sacrifices  and 
burnt  Offering/  thou  wutdifl  iwf  Jbme 
external   Submifljoas    and  Confeffiont, 
which  ye  take  for  Compen&tion    for 
Sins  and  Offences  again!*  God,  thefc  1 
(ay,  are  but  Abomination  to  the  Lord ; 
hut  a  broken  and  a  contrite  Heart*  G 
God*,  tbou  mil  not  dtfpifc,  Ffitl.  li.  16, 
17.    And  /o,  /  come  to  do  thy  Will* 
t  delight  in  it.  Pfal.  il.  7.  8.    When 
external  ProfeiTions  and  Confeftions  ajre 
feparated  from  the  internal  Contrition  of 
the  Hearu  and  godly  Sorrow  for  Sin , 
and  when  both  internal  Contrition*  and 
titernai  Profeflion   and-  Confeffion  are 


divided  from  Conformity*  or  Study  o£ 
Conformity  to  God's  Will,    then  they- 
are  in  no  better  Acceptance  with.  Go<L 
than  thefe  external  Sacrifice*  which  God 
.rejpfted,  though  he  had  required  theuv 
becaufe  they  were  disjoyned  from  the* 
tcue  Life  of  them,  aad  fpioiual  Meanings 
thai  is,  Faitfcio  a  Medtttw,  and)  Love  Mt< 
Obedience."    If  GQnfeifioa  flow,  not  fromt 
ferae  Coatr«io*v  06  ttwfr,  if  these  be . 
not  foj»e  inward  Spring  of  this  Kind* 
the  Heart  opened  and  unfoiding  ks  very 
In-fide  before  God,  breaking  in  Pieces, 
/vhich'  makes,  both  Fain  or   Senfe,   and 
likewife  gives  the  clearer  View  of  the 
inward  Parts  of  the  Heart ;  and' if  it  be 
not  joined  with  ArTeftipn  to  God's  Will 
and  Law,  earnefl  Love  to  new  Obedi- 
ence, it  is  but  a:  vain,  empty  and  coun>- 
terfeit  Confeffion,  that  denies  it  felf.  Ifup. 
pofe.aMan  that  confefles  Sin  which  he  feels* 
nor*  or  forfakes  not,  in  fo  doing,  he  de- 
I  clares  that  he  knows  not  the  Nature  of 
Sin ;  he  may  know  fuch  an  Aflion,  thit 
it  is  commonly  called  Sin,  and  it  may  be, 
is  alhamed  and  cenfured  among  Men. 
and  therefore  he  confeffeth  it ;  but  while 
K  k  k  be' 
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he  confefleth  it  without  Senfe  or  Feeling, 
he  declares  that  he  takes  it  not  up  as  Sin, 
hath  not  found  the  Vilenefs  and  Loath- 
fomnefs  of  the  Nature  of  it,  nor  beheld 
.  it  as  it  is  a  Violation  of  the  moft  bigb 
Lords  Laws,  and  a  Provocation  of  his 
glorious  Holinefk  Did  a  Soul  view  it 
thus,  as  it  is  reprefented  hi  God's  Sight* 
as  it  dishonours  that  glomus  Majefty, 
•  and  hath  manifeft  Rebellion  in  it  againft 
hirn,  and  as  it  defiles  and  pollutes  our 
Spirits  ;  he  could  not  I  fay,  thus  -look 
upon  it,  but  he  would  find  fome  inward 
Soul-abhorrence  and  Difplicence  at  it,  and 
bimielf  too.  How  monftruous  would  it 
make  him  in  his  own  Sight?  It  could  not 
but  afFetf  the  Heart,  and  bumble  it  in 
Secret  before  God ;  whereas  your  for- 
ced and  ftrained  Confeflions  made  in 
public!;,  they  are  meerly  taken  on  then, 
and  proceed  from  no  inward  Principle ; 
there  is  no  Shadow  of  any  Soul-humili- 
ation in  Secret,  but  as  fome  ufe  to  fait 
on  Sackcloath  when  they  come  to  make 
that  Profeffion,  and  put  it  off  when  they 
go  out ;  lb  you  put  on  a  Habfc.  of  Con- 
feflion  in  publick,  and  put  it  off  you  when 
you  go  out  of  the  Congregation.  To 
ly  mourning  before  the  Lord,  in  your 
fecret  Retirements,  that  you  are  Stran- 
gers to.  But  I  wonder  how  you  (hould 
thus  mock  God,  that  you  will  not  be  as 
ferious  and  real  in  confeffing,  as  in  fin- 
ning? Will  you  (in  with  the  whole  Man, 
and  confefc  only  with  the  Mouth  ?  Will 
ye  aft  Sin  with  Delight,  and  not  con- 
fefs it  with  a  true  Sorrow  that  indeed 
affetfs  the  Heart?  Now,  do  you  honour. 
God  by  confeffing,  when  the  Manner  of 
it  declares,  that  you  feel  not  the  Bitter- 
nefs  of  Sin,  and  conceive  not  the  Holi- 
fieft  -and  Righteoufoefs  of  God,  whom 
you  have  to  do  withal?  Even  fo,  when 
you  coafefs  Sin,  which  you  do  not  for- 


fake,  you  in  fo  far  declare  that  you  know- 
not  Sin,  what  it  is  you  confefs,  and  fo, 
that  you  have  mocked  him  who  will 
not  be  mocked;  for,  what  a  Mockery 
is  it,  to  confefs  thefe  Faults,  which  we 
have  no  Iblid  effeflual  Purpofe  to  reform? 
To  vomit  up  your  Sins  by  Confeflion, 
that  we  may  with  more  Defire  and  Luft 
lick  up  the  Vomit  again,  and  to  pretend 
to  waft,  for  nothing  elfe,  but  to  return 
to  the  Puddle  and  defile  again.  My 
Brethren,  Out  of  the  fame  Fountain 
comes  not  bitter  Heater  and  pmeet, 
James  iii.  1 1 .  Since  that  which  ordinari- 
ly proceeds  from  you,  is  bitter,  unlavory 
to  God  and  Man,  carnal,  earthly  and 
fenfual,  your  Ways  are  a  difplayed  Ban- 
ner againft  God's  Will,  then  lay  your 
Account,  all  your  Profeflions  and  Ac- 
knowledgments are  of  the  fame  Nature, 
they  are  but  a  little  more  fugared  over, 
and  their  'inward  Nature  is  not  chan- 
ged, as  unacceptable  to  God,  as  your 
Sins  are* 

I  would  give  you  fome  Characters  out 
of  the  Text,  to  difcover  unto  you  the 
Vanity  and  Empanels  of  your  ordinary 
Confeffions.  The  Confeflion  of  Sin  muft 
be  particular,  unherfal,  perpetual,  or 
conftant ;  particular,  I  fay,  for  there 
are  many  Thoufands  who  confefs  that 
they  are  Sinners*  and  yet  do  not  at  all 
confefs  their  Sins:  For,  to  confefs  Sins, 
is  to  confefs  their  own  real  actual  Guil- 
tinefs,  that  which  they  indeed  have  com- 
mitted, or  are  inclined  to  do.  So  the 
true  and  fincere  Confeflion  of  a  repenting 
People  is  expreffed,  i  Kings  vni.  38. 
What  Prayer  or  Supplication  foever 
be  made  by  any  Man,  wbicbjball  know 
tbe  Plague  of  bis  own  Heart,  and 
fpread  forth  bis  Hands,  then  bear  thou 
in  Heaven,  and  forgive  every  Man 
wbofe  Heart  tbou  kmweft.    Now  con- 
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fider  whether   or   not  you  be  thus  ac- 
quainted with  your   own    Hearts    and 
Ways,  as  to  know  your  particular  Plague 
and  Predominant.    Are  you  not  rather 
wholly  Strangers  to  yourfelves,  efpeciaily 
the  Plague  of  your  Hearts?  There  are 
few  that  keep  fo  much  as  a  Record  or 
Regifter  of  their  A&ons  done  againft 
God's  Law,  or  their    Negle&s  of  his 
Will ;  and  therefore,  when  you  are  par- 
ticularly pofed  about  your  Sins,  or  the 
-  Challenge  of  Sin,  you  can  fpeak  nothing 
to  that,  but  that  you  never  knew  one  Sin 
by  another ;  that  is   indeed,  you  nev,er 
obferved  your  Sins,  you  never  knew  any 
Sin,  but  contented  your  felf  with  the 
Tradition  you   received  that  you  were 
Sinners ;  but  if  any  Man  be  ufed  to  re- 
flect upon  his  own  Ways,  yet  generally, 
the  moft  Part  of  Men  are  altogether 
Strangers  to  their  Hearts ;  if  they  know 
any  Evil  of  themfelves,  it  is  at  moft, 
but  fomething  done,  or  undone,  fome 
Commiffion  or  Omiffion,  but  nothing  of 
the  inward  Fountain  of  Sin  is  difcovered. 
I  befeech  you  then,  do  not  deceive  your- 
felves  with  this  general  Acknowledgment 
that  you  are  Sinners,  while  in  the  mean 
Time  your  real  particular  Sins  are  hid 
from  you,  and  you  cannot  choofe  but 
hide  in  a  Generality  from  God.    Cer- 
tainly; you  arc  far  from  Forgivenefs,  and 
that  BleJJednefs  of  which  Da vid  fpeaks, 
Pfal.  xxxii.  for  this  belongs  to  the  Man 
that   bidetb    not  bis  Sins,   in  wbofe 
Heart  is  no  GuiU.    And  this  is  the 
Plainnefs  and  Sincerity  of  the   Heart, 
rightly  to  difcern  its  own  Plagues,  and 
unfold  them  to  him.     David,  no  doubt, 
would  at  any  Time  have  confefled  that  he 
was  a  Sinner,  but  mark  how  heavy  the 
Wrath  of  god  was  on  him  for  all  that, 
becaufe  he  came  not  to  a  plain,  ingenuous 
.  and  humble  Acknowledgment  of  his  par* 


ticular  Sins.  /  confeffed  my  Sin,  and 
mine  Iniquity  I  bid  not.  While  you 
confefs  only  in  general  Terms,  you  con- 
fefs  others  Sins  rather  than  yours  ;  but 
this  is  it,  to  defcend  into  our  own  Hearts, 
and  find  out  our  jufTand  true  Accufation* 
our  real  Debt,  to  charge  ourfehres  as 
narrowly  as  we  can,  that  he  may  dip 
charge  us  fully,  and  forgive  us  freely. 

Next,  I  fay,  Confeffion  muft  be  uni- 
versal,  that  is,  of  all  Sin,  without  Par- 
tiality or  Refpefl  to  any  Sin.     I  doubt 
if  a  Man  can  truly  repent  of  any  Sin, 
except  he  in  a  Manner  repent  of  allSki. 
or  truly  forfake  one  Sin,  except  there  be 
a  Divorcement  of  the  Heart  from,  and 
forfeiting  of  all  Sin ;  therefore  the  Apoftle 
faith,  If  we  confefs  our  Sins,  not  Sim 
(imply,  but  Sins,  taking  in  all  the  Body 
and  Collection  of  them  ;  for  it  is  op- 
pofed  to  that,  if  we  fay  vie  have  no 
Sin,  &c.    Then  there  lyes  a  Neceflity 
upon  us  to  confefs  what  we  have  ;  we 
have  all  Sin,  and  fo  fhouk)  confefs  all 
Sins.    Now,  my  Meaning  is  not,  that  it ' 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  a  Soul  come, 
to  the  particular  Knowledge  and  Acknow- 
ledgment of  all  his  Sins,'  whether  of  Ig- 
norance, or  Infirmity ;  nay,  that  i$  not 
pofObie,  for  who  can  under/land  bis 
Errors  *  (  faith  David)Cleanfe  tbou  me 
fromfecret  Sins,  Pfal.  xtx.  12.   There 
are  many  Sins  of  Ignorance,    that  we 
know  not  to  be  Sins,  and  many  Efcapes 
of  Infirmity,  that  we  do  not  advert  to, 
which  otherwife  we  might  know.    Now. 
I  do  not  impofe  that  Burden  on  a  Soul, 
to  confefs  every  individual  Sin  of  that 
Kind  ;  but  this  certainly  muft  be,  there 
muft  be  fuch  a  Difcovery  of  the  Nature 
of  Sin,  and  the  Loathfomnefs  of  it  in 
God's  Sight,  and  the  hainous  Guilt  of  it. 
as  may  abafe  and  humble  the  Soul  in 
bis  Prefence  ;  there  muft  be  feme  diftinft- 
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er  and  clearer  View  of  the  Dtfpofitkwis 
and  Lufts  of  the  Heart,  than  Men  at- 
tain generally  untfl  ;  and  withal,  a  Dif- 
covery  of  the  holy  and  fpiritual  Meaning 
of  Gods  Law,  which  may  unfold  a  Mul- 
titude of  Tranfgreflkms,  that  are  hid 
irom  the  World,  and  make  Sin  to  abound 
in  a  Man's  Sight  and  Senfe ;  (Jbr  when 
tbe  Law  enters,  Sin  abounds)  and  to 
clofe  up  this,  as  there  are  many  Sins  now 
di&overed  unto  fuch  a  Sou),  which  lay 
laid  before,  tbe  Light  having  jhined  in. 
upon  tbe  Darkxefs,  and  above  ail,  the 
<Wperate  Wickednefs  of  the  Heart  is 
presented  ;  fo  there  is  no  Sin  known  and 
deemed,  but  there  is  an  equal  impartial 
Sorrow  for  it,  and  Indignation  again  (I  it. 
As  a  Believer  bath  ReJpeS  to  ail  God's 
'Commands,  and  lores  to  obey  them,  fo 
the  penitent  Soul  hath  an  impartial  Hat- 
red of  all  Sin,  even  the  deareft  and  mod 
beloved  Idol,  and  deftres  unfeigpedly  to 
be  rid  of  it.  Hence  youj  ufual  publick 
Confeffions  of  Sin,  are  wipt  out  of  the 
Number  of  true  and  fincere  Confeffions, 
becaufe  you  pretend  to  repent  of  one  Sin, 
and  in  the  mean  Time,  neither  do  ye 
know  a  Multitude  of  other  Sins  that  pre- 
vail over  you,  nor  do  you  mourn  for 
them,  nor  forfake  them.  Nay,  you  do 
not  examine  yourfelves  that  Way,  to 
find  out  the  Temper  of  your  Hearts,  or 
Tenor  and  Courfe  of  your  Ways.  You 
pretend  to  repent  for  Drunkennefs,  or 
fuch  like,  and  yet  you  are  ordinary 
Curlers,  Swearers,  Liars,  Railers,  Ne- 
gle&ers  of  Prayer,  Prophaners  of  the 
Sabbath,  and  fuch  like,  and  thefe  you  do 
not  withal  mourn  for  :  In  fum,  he  that 
mourns  only  for  the  Sin  that  Men  cen- 
fure,  he  knoweth  and  confeflTeth  no  Sin 
lincerely  ;  if  you  would  indeed  return 
unto  Clod  from  fame  grofs  Evils,  you 
muft  be  diyorced  in  your  Afic&ons  from 
all  Sin. 


Then  this  Confrffion  fhould  be  per- 
petuated and  continued,  as  long  as  we 
are  in  this  Life,  for  that  is  imported  by 
comparing  this  Verfe  with  thefe  it  (lands 
between,  if  w  fay  we  have  no  Si*. 
if  we  fay  at  any  Time,  while  we  are  in 
this  Life,  if  we  imagine  or  dream  of 
any  fuch  Perfeaion  here,  we  lie.  Now, 
what  (hould  we  do  then,  fmce  Sin  is  al- 
ways lodging  in  our  mortal  Bodies,  du- 
ring this  Time  of  neceffary  Abofe  befide 
an  ill  Neighbour  ?  What  fhould  be  our 
Exercife  ?  even  this,  Confefs  your  Sins, 
confcfs,  I  fay,  as  long  as  you  have  them. 
draw  out  this  the  length  of  that :  Be  con- 
tinual!/ groaning  to  him  under  that  Body 
of  Death,  and  mourning  under  your 
daily  Infirmities  and  Failings ;  that  Stream 
of  Corruption  runs  continually,  let  the 
Stream  of  your  Contrition  and  Confef- 
fion  run  as  unceflantly ;  and  there  is 
another  Stream  of  Cbrift's  Blood,  that 
runsconftamly  too  tocleanfeyou.  Now, 
herein  is  the  Difcovery  of  the  Vanity 
and  Deceitfulnefi  of  many  of  your  Con- 
feffions, publick  and  private  ;  the  Current 
of  them  foon  dries  up,  therfc  is  no  Per- 
petuity or  Conftancy  in  them,  no  daily 
humbling  or  abafing  yourfelves,  but  all 
that  is,  is  by  Fits  and  Starts,  upon  feme 
tranfient  Conyiftions,  or  outward  Cen- 
fures  and  Rebukes ;  And  thus  Men  quick- 
ly cover  and  bury  their  Sins  in  Oblivion 
and  Security,  and  forget  what  Manner 
of  Perfons  they  were  ;  they  are  not  un- 
der a  daily  impartial  Examination  of  their 
Ways,  take  Notice  of  nothing  but  fome 
foiemn  and  grofs  Efcapes,  and  thefe  are 
but  a  fhort  Time  under  their  View. 

Now,  let  me  apply  a  little  to  the  En- 
couragement of  poor  Souls,  who  being 
inwardly  burdened  with  tbe  Weight  of 
their  own  Guiltinefs,  exoner  themilelves. 
by  Ccofeffion  in  his  fiofom  ;  as  you 

have- 
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have  two  Suits,  an3  two  Defires  to  him, 
one,  that  your  Sins  may  be  forgiven, 
another,  that  they  niay  be  fubdued ;  fo 
he  hath  two  folemn  Engagements  and 
Tyes  to  friisfy  you  ;  one  to  forgive  your 
Sins,  and  another  to  cleanfe  you  from 
all  Unrighteoufnefs.  The  Soul  that  is 
truly  penitent,  is  not  only  defirous  of 
Pardon  of  Sin,  that  is  not  the  chief  or 
only  Defign  of  fuch  a  Soul  in  Application 
to  Cbrift  ;    but  it  is  withal  to  be  purified 

.  from  Sin,  and  all  Unrighteoufnefs,  and 
to  have  ungodly  Lufts  cleanfed  away  : 
And  herein  is  the  great  Probation  of  fuch 
an  One's  Reality*  it  will  not  fuffice  or 
fatisfy  fuch  an  One,  to  be  allured  of  De- 
livery from  Wrath  and  Condemnation* 
but  he  muft  likewife  be  redeemed  from 
Sin,  that  it  have  no  Dominion  over  him  \ 
he  defires  to  be  freed  frdm  Death,  that 
be  may  have  his  Cbttfcienct  voitbatpur* 
gedfrom  dead  HPbrks,  to  Jtrite  the  /f- 
ving  God,  Heb.  ii.  14.  He  would  hive 
Sin  blotted  out  of  an  accufing  Confciehce, 
that  it  may  be  purged  out  of  the  Affecti- 
ons of  the  Heart,  and  be  would  have 
his  Sins  warned  away  for  this  End, 
efpecially,that  he  may  be  wajbedfrom 
bis  Sins,  Rer.  I  5.  Now,  as  this  is 
the  great  Defire  and  Defign  of  fuch  a 
Heart,  in  which  there  is  no  Guile,  to 

•  have  Sin  purified  and  purged  out  of  us, 


as  well  as  pardoned,  lb  "tfiefB  fs  a  1 
Tye  and  Obligation  upon  God  ou, 
tber  by  Promife,  not  only  to  pardoi 
but  to  pur&e  from  Sin  -,  not  only  t 
ver  it  with  the  Garment  of  O 
Right  eoufnefs,  and  the  Breadth  c 
infinite  Love,  but  alfo  to  cleanfe 
his  Spirit,  effectually  applying  that  1 
to  the  purifying  of  the  Heart.  I 
where  God  hath  bound  himfelf  v 
tartly*  and  out  bf  Love,  do  not  ye 
him  by  Unbelief,  for  that  will  bind 
into  a  Prifoh  ;  but  labour  to  re 
thefe  gracious  Promifes,  and  to  take 
bound  as  he  offers.  Believe*  I  fay, 
he  will  both  forgive  you,  and  in 
Time  will  cleanfe  your  Heart  froi 
Love  aild  Delight  of  Sin  ;  belien 
Promife,  and  Engagement  by  Prom 
both,  ayl  this  will  fet  to  a  Seal  i 
Truth  arid  Faithfulnefs.  There  i 
thing  in  God  to  affright  a  Sfonei 
his  Juftict,  HoHnefs  and  Right 
tiffs  -9  but  unto  tbee,  who  in  the  ha 
Cortreflion  of  thy  Sins  flies  into  J 
Cbrift,  that  very  Thing  which  di 
courage  thee,  may  now  encourage 
and  imbolden  thee  to  come,  for 
jufi  and  faithful  to  forgive  Shis 
Juftice  being  now  iatisfied,  is  ingaged 
Way  to  forgive,  not  to  punifb. 
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John  i.  10.*  If  we  fay  that  toe  have  not  finned,  zve  make 
him  a  Liar%  and  his  Word  is  not  in  us. 


THERE  is  nothing  m  which  Reli- 
gion more  confifts,  than  in  the 
true  and  unfeigned  Knowledge  of  our- 
felves.  The  Heathen  fuppofed  that  Sen- 
tence, >r*9i  01*1/' )r,  know  thyfelf,  de- 
fended from  Heaven.  It  was  iq^eed  the 
Mono  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  religious 
amongft  them ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  the 
true  and  fincere  Understanding  of  our- 
felves,  deicends  from  the  Father  of 
IJgbts*  and  is  a  great  Gift,  as  Man  is 
capable  of,  next  to  the  Knowledge  of 
God  himieif.  There  is  nothing  more 
necefliry  to  Man,  either  as  Man,  or,  as 
a  Chriftian,  either  as  indowed  with  Rea- 
fon,  or  profefllpg  Religion,  than  that  he 
fhould  be  throughly  acquainted  with  him- 
felf,  his  own  Heart,  its  Difpofitions  and 
Inclinations,  and  Lufts,  his  Ways  and 
Aftions,  that  while  he  travels  abroad  to 
other  Creatures  and  Countries,  he  may 
not.  commit  fo  fhameful  an  Abfurdity,  as 
to  be  a  Stranger  at  home,  where  he 
ought  to  be  beft  acquainted:  Yet  how 
fad  is  it,  that  this  which  is  fo  ablblutely 
needful,  and  uniyerfclly  profitable,  (hould 
be  lying  under  the  manyeft  Difficulties 
in  the  Attainment  of  it?  So  that  there  is 
nothing  harder,  than  to  bring  a  Man  to 
a  perfedt  Understanding  of  himfelf,  what 
a  vile,  haughty  and  bafe  Creature  he  is, 


how  defiled  and  delperately  wicked  his 
Nature,  how  abominable  his    Actions  ; 
in  a  Word,  what  a  Compound  of  Dark- 
nefs  and  Wickednefs  he  is,  a  Heap  of 
defiled  Duft,  and  aMafsof  Confufion,  a 
Sink  of  Impiety   and  Iniquity  ;  even  the 
beft  of  Mankind,  thofe  of  the  rareft  and 
moft  refined  Extraction,  take   them  at 
their  beft  Eftate  ;  thus  they  are- as  Sepul- 
chres painted  without,  and  putrified  with- 
in, outwardly  adorned,  and  within  full 
of  Rottennefs  and  Corruption,  the  Ima- 
gination of  bis  Heart  only  Evil  con- 
tinually.    Now,  I  fay,  here  is  the  great 
Bufinefs  and  Labour  of  Religion,  to  bring 
a  Man  to  the  clear  Difcerningof  his  own 
Nature,  to  reprefent  unto  him  juftly  his 
own  Image,  as  it  is  painted  in  the  Word  « 
of  God,  and  prefented  in  the  Glafsof  the 
Law  ;  and  fo  by  fuch  a  furprizing  mon- 
ftruous  Appearance,  to  affeCt  his  Heart 
to  Self-abhorrency  in  Duft  and  Afhes, 
and  to  have  this  Reprefentation,  however 
unpleafant,  yet  moft  profitable,  continual- 
ly obverfant  to  our  Minds,  that  we  may 
not  forget  what  manner  of  Perfons  we 
are.     Truly,  I  may  fay,  if  there  be  a 
Perfection  in  this  Eftate  of  Imperfection, 
herein  it  confifts ;  and  if  there  be  any 
Attainment  of  a  Chriftian,  I  account  this 
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the  greater!,  to  be  truly  fenfible  of  himfelf, 
and  vile  in  his  own  Eyes. 

It  was  the  Cuftom  of  Philip  King  of 
Macedonia,  after  he  had  overcome  the 
famous  Republick  of  Greece,  to  have  a 
young  Man  to  falute  him  firft  every  Mor- 
ning with  thefe  Words,  Philippe  homo 
e s v  Philip  thou  art  a  Man,  to  the  End 
that  he  might  be  daily  minded  of  his 
Mortality  and  the  Unconftancy  of  hu- 
man Affairs,  lead  he  mould  be  puft  up 
with  his  Victory  ;  and  this  was  done  be- 
fore any  could  have  Accefs  to  fpeak  with 
him,  as  if  it  were,  to  feafon  and  prepare 
him  for  the  Anions  of  the  Day  :  But  O, 
how  much  more  ought  a  Chriftian  to 
.train  up-his  own  Heart,  and  accuftom  it 
this  Way,  to  be  his  continual  Remem- 
brancer of  himfelf,  to  fuggeft  continually 
into  his  Mind,  and  whifper  this  firft  into 
his  Ear  in  the  Morning,  and  Mid-day, 
and  Evening,  peccator  es,  thou  art  a 
Sinner,  to  hold  our  pwn  Image  con- 
tinually before  us,  in  Prayer  and  Praifes, 
in  Reftraints,  in  Liberties  of  Spirit,  in 
religious  Actions,  and  in  all  our  ordi- 
nary Converfation,  that  it  might  fait  and 
feafon  ali.our  Thoughts,  Words  and 
Deeds,  and  keep  them  from  that  ordi- 
nary Putrification,  and  Corruption  of  Pride 
and  Self-conceit,  which  maketh  all  our 
Ointment  ftink. 

If  we  Jay  we  have  no  Sin,  we  make 
him  a  Liar.  Why  is  this  repeated  a- 
gain  ?  but  to  (hew  unto  us,  even  to  you 
Chriftians  who  believe  in  Chrift,  and  are 
wafhen  in  his  Blood,  how  hard  it  is  to 
know  ourfelves  aright.  If  we  fpeak  of 
the  grofier  Sort  of  Perfons,  they  fcarce 
know  any  Sin,  nor  the  Nature  and  Vile- 
nefs  of  any  that  they  know,  therefore 
they  live  in  Security  and  Peace,  and  blefs 
themfelves  in  their  own  Hearts,  as  if 
they  had  no  Sin  i  for  fuch,  I  fay,  I  fhall 


only  fay  unto  them,  that  your  Self-decei- 
ving is  not  fo  fubtile,  but  it  may  foon  be 
difcerned,  your  Lie  is  grofs,  and  quickly 
feen  through.  But  I  would  turn  myfelf 
to  you  Chriftians,  who  are  in.  Ibme 
Meafiire  acquainted  with  yourfelves,  yet 
there  is  fomcthing  againft  you  from  this 
Word;  after  ye  have  once  got  fome 
Peace  from  the  Challenge  of  Sin,  and 
Hope  of  Pardon,  you  many  Times  fall 
out  of  Acquaintance  with  yourfelves, 
having  attained  by  the  Lord  s  Grace,  to 
fome  Reftraint  of  the  more  vifible  Out- 
breakings  of  Sin/  you  have  not  that  Oc- 
cafion  to  know  yourfelves  by,  and  Co 
you  remain  Strangers  to  your  Hearts, 
and  fall  into  better  liking  with  your- 
felves, than  the  firft  Sight  of  yourfelves 
permitted  you.  Now,  my  Beloved  in 
the  Lord,  herein  you  are  to  be  blamed, 
that  you  do  not  rather  go  into  the  Foun- 
tain, and  there  behold  the  Streams,  than 
only  to  behold,  the  Fountain  in  the. 
Streams ;  you  ought  rather  upon  the 
Lord's  Teftimony  of  Man,  to  believe 
what  is  in  you,  before  you  find  it,  and 
fee  it  breaking  .out,  and  keep  this  Cha- 
racter continually  in  your  Sight,  which 
will  be  more  powerful  to  humble  you, 
than  many  Out-breakings.  I  think  we 
mould  be  Co  well  acquainted  with  our 
own  Natures,  as  to  account  nothing 
ftrange  to  thern  that  we  fee  abroad, 
but  rather  think  all  the  Groflhefs  and 
Wickednefi  of  Men  fuitable  and  corre- 
fpondent  to  our  Spirits,  to  that  Root  of 
Bitternefs  that  is  in  them  ;  1  he  Goodnefi ' 
of  God  in  retraining  the  Appearance 
of  that  in  us,  which  is  within  us  in  Re- 
ality, (hould  rather  increafe  the  Senfe  of 
our  own  Wickednefi,  than  diminifo  it  in 
our  View. 

Indeed,  Selflove  is  that  which  blinds 
us;  and  bemifls  us  in  the  Si&ht  of  our- 
felves 
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felves,  we  look  upon  ourfelves  though  I 
this  falfe  Medium,  and  it  reprefents  all  | 
Things  more  beautiful  than  they  are; 
and  therefore  the  Apoftle  hath  Reafon  to 
fay,  we  deceive  ourfelves \  and  we  make 
Cod  a  Liar.    O,  how  much  pra&ical 
Self-deceit  is  there  in  the  Application 
of  Truth?  There  are  many  Errors  con- 
trary to  the  Truths  themfelves,  and  ma- 
ny Deceivers,  and  deceived,   who  Spread 
them :  But  I  believe  there  is  more  Er- 
rors committed  by  Men,  in  the  Appli- 
cation of  Truths  to  their  own  Hearts, 
than  in  the  Contemplation  of  it ;   and 
more  felf-deceiving,    than  deceiving  of 
others.    It  i?  ftrange  to  think,  how  found 
and  clear,  and  dUtioft  a  Man's  Judg- 
ment will  be  againft  thofe  Evils  in  others, 
which  yet  fee  Teeth  not  in  himifclf ;  how 
iftanv  Chriftians  will  be.  able  to  decypher 
the  Nature  of  fooae  Vices,  and  uqbowel 
the  Evils  of  them,  and  be  q^ick-fighted 
to  efpy  the  leajt  Appearance  of  them  ig 
another,  and  to  condemn  it ;  and  yet  fo 
partial  are  they    in  judging  themfelves, 
SeJf-Jpve  fo  purblinds  them  in  this  Re- 
flexion, that  they  cannot  difcern  that  in 
themfelves,  which  others  cannot  but  dif- 
cern. How  often  do  Men- declaim  againft 
Pride ;  and  Covetoufnefs,  and  Selffeek* 
ing*  and  other  Evils  of  that  Kind  ?  they 
will  pour  out  a  Flood  of  Eloquence  and 
ie"al  againft  them;  and  yet  it  is  ft  range 
they  do  not  advert,  that  they  are  accufiag 
themfelves,  and  impannelling  themfelves 
in  fuch   Dilcourfes,  tho*  others,  it  may 
be,  will  eafily  perceive  a  Predominancy 
of  thefe  Evils  in  them.     Who  art  tbou% 
O  Man,  who  judgetb  another ;  and  doeft 
the  fame  Things*   Canfi  thou  efcape 
God  J  Judgment?  Rom.  ii.   i.     Con- 
fider  this,  O  Chriftian,  (hat  thou  may 
learn  to  turn  the  Ed^e  of  all  thy  Cenfures 
and  Convictions  agamit  thyfelf,  that,  thou 


may  prevent  all  Men's  Judgments  of  thee, 
in  judging  thyfelf  all  Things  that  Men 
can  judge  thee,  that  is,,  a  Chief  of  Sin- 
tiers,  that  hath  the  Root  of  all  Sin  in 
thee  ;  and  fo  thou  may  anticipate  the 
divine  Judgment  too,  for  if  we  judge 
ourfelves,  wejball  not  be  judged.  La- 
bour thou  to  know  thefe  Evils  that  are 
incident  to  thy  Nature,  before  others  can 
know  them,  that  is,  in  the  Root  and 
Fountain,  before  they  come  to  the  Fruit 
and  Stream  ;  to  know  Sins  in  the  firft 
Conceptions  of  them,  before  they  come 
to  fuch  Productions  us  are  vifible  ;  and 
this  (hall  keep  thee  humble,  and  prefer*,  e 
thee  from  much  Sin,  and  thou  fhalr  not 
deceive  thyfelf,  nor  dijhonour  God,  in ' 
making  him  a  Liar,  but  rather  fet  to  thy 
Seal  to  his  Truth,  and  bis  Word  Jhall 
abide  in  tbee* 

There  is  a  common  Rufc  that  we  have 
in  judging  ourfelves,  by  compari/ig  our- 
felves amongft  ourfelves,  which  (as  Paul 
faith)  is  not  IVifdom,  2  Cor.  x.  1 2.  When 
we  do  not  meafure  ourfelves  by  the  per- 
fect Rule  of  God's  boly  Word,  but  pa- 
rallel ourfelves  with  other  Perfons,  who 
are  ftill  defective  from   the  Rule,   far 
further  from  it,  than  any  one  is  from 
another  :  This  is   the  ordinary  Method 
of  the  judging  of  Self-love ;    we  compare 
with  the  worft  Perfons,  and  if  we  be  not 
fo  bad  as  they,  we  think  ourfelves  gocd ; 
if  not  fo  ignorant  as  fome  are,  we  pre- 
fume  that  we  know ;  if  not  fo  profane 
as  many,  we  believe  ourfelves  religious. 
Lord,  I  am  not  as  this  Publican,  fo 
faith   many   in   their   Hearts,  there's  a 
Curfer,  a  Swearer,  a  Drunkard,  a  blind 
ignorant  Soul,  that   neglefts    Prayer  in 
private  and  publick,  and  upon  thefe  Ruins 
of  others  Sins,  they   build  fome  better 
Eftimation  of  tbemielves.     But,  I  pray 
you,  What  will  that  avail  you  to  be  un- 
like 
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like  them,  if  you  be  more  unlike  your 
Pattern,  than  they  are  unlike  you?  It 
may  be,  others  will  compare  with  thefe 
that  are  good,  but  it  is  with  that  which 
is  worft  in  them,  and  not  that  which  is 
beft  ;  how  often  do  Men  reckon  this 
Way,  here  is  a  good  Man,  here  is  an  e- 
minent  Perfon,  yet  he  is  fuch  and  fuch, 
fubjetf  to  fuch  Infirmities,  and  here  Self- 
love  flatters  itfelf,  and  by  flattering,  de-' 
ceives  itfelf.  My  Beloved,  let  us  learn 
to  eftablifo  a  more  perfect  Rule,  which 

may  (hew  all  our  taper feftions :  Let  our     

Rule  afceud,  that  our  Hearts  may  de-  ' 


fcend  in  Humility  ;  but  when  our  Rule 
and  Pattern  defcends  to  Men  of  like  In- 
firmities, then  our  Pride  and  Self-conceit 
afcends  ;  and  the  higher  we  be  that  Way 
in  our  own  Account,  the  lower  we  arc 
indeed,  «nd  in  God's  Account ;  and  the 
lower  we  be  in  ourfelves,  we  lofe  no- 
thing by  it  ;  for,  as  God  is  higher  in  our 
Account,  fo  we  are  higher  in  God's  Ac« 
count,  according  to  that  (landing  Rule* 
Mat.  xxiis.  12.  W)ofiever  fball  exalt 
bimfelf,  Jball  be  abafed,  and  be  that 
\Jball  bumble  bimjelf,  Jball  kc  exalted. 


SERMON    XXI. 

1  John  ii.  1.  My  little  Children^  thefe  Thing*  write  Iunty 
jou,  that  ye  Jin  not.    And  if  any  Manjm%  we  have  an 
Advocate  with  the  Father*  &c. 


•T'HE  Golpel  is  an  entire  uniform 
•*•  Piece,  all  the  Parts  of  it  are  inter- 
woven through  other,  add  interchange- 
ably knit  together ;  fb  that  there  can  be 
no  dividing  of  it,  no  more  than  of  Cbrift*  1 
Coat  that  was  without  Seam.  If  you 
have  it  not  aitogether  by  the  divine  Lot, 
you  cannot  truly  have  any  Part  of  it,  for 
they  are  fo  knit  together,  that  if  ye  tfif- 
.  joyn  them,  you  deftroy  them  ;  and  if  they 
ceafe  to  be  together,  they  ceafe  altogether 
to  be.  I  fpeak  this,  becaufe  there  may 
be  Pretentions  to  fome  ab (traded  Pans 
of  Chriftianity  ;  one  Man  pretends  to 
Faith  in  Jefus  Cbrift,  and  Perfwafion  of 
Pardon  of  Sin,  and  in  this  there  may  be 
fome  fecret  glorying  anting  from  that 


Confidence ;  another  may  pretend  to  the 
Study  of  Holineft  and  Obedience,  and 
may  endeavour  fomething  that  Way  to 
do  known  Duties,  and  abftain  from  grofe 
Sins.  Nov?,  I  fay,  if  the  fir  ft  do  not 
conjoin  the  Study  of  the  fecond ;  and,  if 
the  lecond  do  not  lay  down  the  firft  as 
the  Foundation,  both  of  them  embrace 
a  Shadow  for  the  Thing  itfelf,  becaule 
they  feparate  thefe  Things  that  God  hath 
joined,  and  fo  can  have  no  Being  but  in 
Meni  Fancy,  when  they  are  not  con- 
joined. He  that  would  pretend  to  a 
Righteouihefs  of  Cbrift  without  htm,muft 
withal  fludy  to  have  the  Rtghteoufnefs 
of  the  Law  fulfilled  within  htm  ;  and  he 
that  endeavours  to  have  Holinefs  within." 
L  1  1  muit 
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muft  wiihal  go  oat  of  himfelf,  to  leek  a  a  living  Sacrifice \  and  be  ye  not  con- 
lti£hreoufne&  without  him.  whereupon  formed  to  the  World,  but  transformed. 
for  build  his  Peace  and  Acceptance  with  :  and  glorify  Cod  in  your  Bodies  and 


Godi  or  elfe,  neither  of  them  hath  truly 
any  Rrghteouihcfs  without  them,  to  cover 
item,  or  Holinefs  within,  to  cleaflie  them, 
ffow  here  the  beloved  Apoftle  (hews  us 
wis  divine  Cowexture  of  (he  Gofpel. 
The  great  and  comprehensive  End  and 
0e(ign  of  the  Gofpel  is,  Peace  in  Pardon 
of  Sin,  and  Purity  from  Sin :  fbefe 
Swings  I  write  unto  you,  that  you  Jin 
not,  «c.  The  Gofpel  is  comprlfed  to 
Commands  and  Promiles,  both  make  one 
Web,  and  link  in  together.  The  im- 
mediate End  of  the  Command  is,  that 
<we  Jin  not ;  ifiy,  but  there  is  another 
Thing  always  either  exprefly  added,  or 
tacitely  understood  v  but  if  any  Man  Jin 
(that  defires  not  to  fin)  tor  have  am  ad- 
vocate with  the  Father :  So  the  Pro- 
mife  comes  in  as  a  fubfidiary  Help  to  all 
the  Precepts.  It  is  annexed  to  give  Se- 
curity to  a  poor  Soul  from  Defpair  ;  and 
therefore  the  Apoftte  tcacheth  you  a  blef- 
ftd  Art  of  conftruAing  all  the  Com* 
minds  and  Exhortations  of  the  Gofpel. 
tbofe  of  the  higheft  Pitch,  by  Applying 
the  full  Senfe  with  thit  happy  and  feafon- 
able  Caution  or  Caveat,  but  if  any  Man 
fin*  Sic.  Doth  that  Command,  Be  ye 
holy  as  I  am  boly9  perfo&  as  your 
heavenly  Father ;  which  founds  lb  much 
unattainable  Perfection,  and  feeras  to  hold 
forth  aa  inimitable  Pattern;  doth  it,  I  fay, 
difcourage thee?  Then,  ufe  the  Apoftle's 
Art,  add  this  Caution  to  the  Command, 
fubjoia  this  fweet  Exceptive,  But  if  any 
Man  (that  defires  to  be  holy,  and  gives 
himfelf  to  -this  Study)  fail  often,  and 
fall,  and  defile  himfelf  with  Unhoftncfs/ 
let  him  not  deipak,  but  know  that  be  both 
An  advocate  witb  tie  Father ;  If  that 
•f  Pmi s  urge  thee,  prefentyour  Bodies 


Spirits  wbicb  are  bis,  Rom.  xii.  i,  2. 

and  1  Cor.  vi.  ao.    And  cleanje  your- 

felves  from  all  Filtbinefs  of  the  Ftefb 
and  Spirit.  %  Cot.  vii.  1.  And  walk  in 
tbe  Spirit,  and  walk  as  Children  of  tbe- 

.Ligbu  &c.  If  thefe  do  too  rigoronfly 
e*a&  upon  thee,  fo  as  fo  make  thee  lofe 
thy  Peace,  and  weaken  thy  Heart  and 
Hands ;  learn  to  make  out  a  full  Sen* 
tence.  and  fill  up  the  full  Senfe  and 
Meaning  of  the  Gofpel,  according  as  you 
fce  it  done  here.  But  if  any  Man. 
(w^>fe  inward  Heart-defires,  and  chief 
Defigns  are  towards  thefe  Things,  who 
would  think  himfelf  happy  in  Holineft 
and  Conformity  to  God,  and  eftinvues  his 
Bledednefs  or  Mifery,  from  his  Union 
or  Separation  from  God)  Jin%  then  we 
have  an  advocate  witb  tbe  Father, 
excnjefiu  Cbrifi  tbe  Righteous,  who 
hath  all  that  we  want,  and  will  not  dif- 
fer any  Accufatton  to  fatten  upon  us,  as 
long  as  be  h%es  to  make  tmercojfion 

for  us. 

On  the  other  Hani,  take  a  View  of 
the  Promifes  of  the  Gofpel,  tfao'  the  Im- 
mediate, and  next  End  of  them  u»  10 
give  Peace  to  troubled  Souls,  and  fettle 
us  in  the  high  Point  of  our  Acceptance 

1  with  God ;  yet  certainly  they  have  a  fur- 
ther End,  even  Purity  fromSki.  as  well 
as  Pardon  of  Sin,  cleaning  from  ail  Sin 
and  FiJthkiefi,  as  well  as  covering  of  Fit- 
tbinefs.  Thefe  Things  I  write  unto  you, 
that  ye  Jin  not  *,  What  Things?  Cooiider 
what  goes  before,  and  what  follows  after, 
even  the  Publication  of  ibtWordofZJje, 
and  eternal  Life  inbim,  the  Docknati- 
on  of  our  Fellowfhip  with  God  in  Gfarip, 
the  offering  of  tbe  Blood  ofOrrj^iWe 
to  deanfc  ail  Sin,  the  Fromifc  of  Faedta 

to 
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to  the  Penitent,  Confeffion  oS  Sin,  all 
ibefc  things  I  write,  that  ye  fin  uot\ 
Ho  that  this  feemsto  be  the  ultimate  End 
and  chief  Defign  of  the  Gofpel,  unto 
which  all  tends,  unto  which  all  work  to- 
gether :  The  Promifcs  are  for  Peace,  and 
Peace  is  for  Purity;  the  Promifcs  are 
<fbr  Faith,  and  Faith  is  far  purifying  of  the 
Heart,  and  performing  the  Precepts:  So  j 
that,  all  at  Length  returns  to  this,  from  j 
whence,  while  we  fwenr'd,  all  this  Mife- 
ry  is  come  upon  us.  In  the  Beginning 
it  was  thus,  Man  created  to  glorify  God, 
•by  Obedience  to  bis  blefied  Will ;  Sin  in- 
terpofeth.  and  marreth  the  wholeFrame, 
and  from  tfris  hath  a  Flood  of  Mifery 
flowed  in  upon  us:  Well  the  Gofpel 
comes  offering  a  Sowar,  and  Forgive- 
nefs  m  bun :  Thus  Peace  is  purchaied, 
Pardon  granted,  the  Soul  is  refored  un- 
to its  primme  Coodkioo  and  State  of 
Subordination  to  Gods  Weil  s  and  ft)  He- 
demption  ends  where  Creation  began,  or 
cather  in  a  more  perfeft  Frame  of  the 
turn  Kind.  The  Jocond  Adam  buHds 
what  the  firft  Adam  brake  down*  and 
she  Son  re-creates  what  the  Father  in  the 
beginning  created,  yea,  with  feme  Addi- 
tion: In  this  new  Edition  of  Mankind, 
all  tecau.  new  v  new  Heaven  rt  and 
new  Earth;  and  chatbecaufe  the  Crea- 
ture tttr  was  made  old,  and  dr*)td  with 
Sin.  is  made  new  by  Grace.  How, 
hence  you  may  learn  the  fccoad  Fart  of 
this  Leflbn  that  the  Aporftle  teacheth  us  ; 
as  ye  ought  10  correct  (as  it  were)  Pre- 
cepts  of  the  Gofpel,  bf  fubjoinifig  ho^ 
mifes  in  this  Manner,  io  ye  ought  to  di- 
.  re*  Promifcs  towards  the  Performance 
of  his  Precepts,  as  their  chief  End.  When- 
foever  you  read  it  written,  tfbc  Blood 
of  thrift  cleanletb  from  all  Sin ;  if  we 
confefs,  be  is  faithful  to  forgive  our 
Sins.    Godfo  loved  the  fFbrld,  that  be 


gave  bis  San.  He  that  kelievetb  hath 
everlafting  Life*  &c.  Then  mate  ap 
the  entire  Senfe  and  Meaning,  after  tbU 
Manner,  Tbefe  Things  are  written,  thai 
we  Jin  not.  Is  there  a  Redemption  from 
Wrath  pubUhed?  la  there  Reconciliation 
withGod  preached?  And  are  we  befeedh 
ed  to  come  and  late  the  Benefit  of  them? 
Then  fey,  and  fupply  within  shine  own 
Heart,  Tbeje  Thing*  are  written,  pub* 
kjbed,  and  preached,  that  we  may  mi 
Jm.  Look  to  the  furtbeft  End  of  .tbefe 
Things,  it  b,  that  we  fin  not.  The 
find  of  Things,  the  Scope  of  Writings 
and  the  Purpofe  of  Actions,  is  the  very 
Meafure  of  them,  and  fo  that  is  the  be* 
Interpreter  of  them.  The  Scope  of 
Scriptures,  is  by  aU  accounted  the  very 
Thr«ad  that  will  lead  a  Man  right  in  and 
out  of  die  Labyrinths  that  are  in  it.  Ant 
fo  it  is  uled  as  (he  Hule  of  the  Interpret** 
don  in  Ae  Pan*  of  it.  Now,  (my  B* 
loved  in  At  Lard)  take  best  the  Scop* 
of  she  whole  Scripsures,  she  Ifait  that 
all  she  •Gofpel  {hoots  at,  thejo  tfbings  / 
write  mm  you.  that  ya  Jmt  not.  Xon 
hear  it  is  truer  of  Pardon  of  Sin,  of  Do* 
Hmrjfrm  Wrath,  of  mt  coming  into 
Condemnation,  ojeovertng  Offences,  of 
hktting  tbem<mtasaCknidt*ntin4kj*m 
read  and  hear ;  but  what  do  fhey  aH  aim 
at?  If  you  conflder  not  that  attentively, 
yotf  (ball  no  more  underAand  the  plaift 
Qofpel,  than  you  can  expound  a  Parable 
without  oMerring  the  Scope  of  it.  D# 
you  think  theft  hare  no  further  Aim,  the* 
to  give  you  Peace,  and  to  fecure  you  from 
Fears  and  Terrors,  that  you  may  then 
walk  as  you  lift,  and  fellow  the  Guiding, 
of  your  own  Hearts?  Nay,  if  you  take 
it  fo,  you  totally  miftake  it ;  if  you  do  not 
read  on,  and  find  all  thefe  Things  writ- 
ten to  this  End,  that  we  fin  not,  you 

err, 
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err,   not  underftanding,    or  mifunder- 
ftanding  the  Scriptures. 

¥befe  Things  I  write  unto  you,  little 
Children  :  To  inforce  this  the  more 
fweetly,  he  ufcth  this  afteftionate  Com- 
pellation,  little  Children,  for,  in  all 
Things  Affeftion  hath  i  mighty  Stroak, 
almoft  as  much  as  Reaion.  It  is  the 
moft  fuitable  Way  to  prevail  with  the 
Spirit  of  a  Man,  to  deal  in  Love  andTen- 
dernefs  with  it ;  it  infinuates  more  fweet- 
ly, and  fo  can  have  lefs  Refinance,  and 
therefore  works  more  ftrongly.  It  is 
true,  another  Way  of  Terrors,  Threat- 
flings,  and  Reproofs,  mingled  with  ftiarp 
and  heavy  Words  of  Challenges,  may 
make  a  great  Deal,  of  more  Naife,  and 
yet  it  hath  not  fuch  Virtue,  to  prev.  il 
with  a  rational  Soul :  The  Spirit  of  tie 
Lord  was  not  in  the  Wind,  nor  in  tie 
Earthquake,  nor  in  the  Fire,  hut  in  the 
ftiil  and  calm  Voice  which  came  to  E- 
tijab,  i  Kings  xix.  n,  12.  Thefe 
fuit  not  the  gentle  Dove-like  Difpouuon 
of  the  Spirit ;  and  tho'  they  be  fit  to  rent 
Rocks  in  Pieces,  yet  they  cannot  truly 
break  Hearts,  and  make  them  contrite: 
The  Sun  will  make  a  Man  fooner  part 
with  his  Cloak  than  the  Wind ;  fuch  is 
the  Difference  between  the  warm  Beams 
of  Affection,  and  the  boiftrous  Violence 
of  Paflion  or  Terror.  Now,  O  that 
there  were  fuch  a  Spirit  in  them  who 
preach  the  Gofpel,  fuch  a  fatherly  A/fac- 
tion, that  with  much  Pity  and  Companion 
they  might  call  Sinners  from  the  Ways 
of  Death.  O,  there  is  no  Subject,  in 
which  a  Man  may  have  more  Room  for 


melting  Affections,  nothing  that  will  ad- 
mit of  fuch  Bowels  of  Companion  as 
this,  the  Multitude  of  Souls  porting  to 
Deftruftion,  and  (b  bfindfoMed  that  they 
cannot  fee  it.     Here  the   Fountain  of 
Tears  might  be  opened  to  run  abundant- 
ly.    The  Lord  perfonatcs  a  tender-hearr- 
ed  Father  or  Husband  often,  Ob,  why 
will  ye  die?  Te  have  broken  my  Heart 
with  your  whorijb  Heart:  O  Jerufalem9 
bow  oft  would  /,  but  thou  wouldft  not  * 
When  he,  who  is  not  fubjeft  to  humane 
Paifions,   exprefleth  himfelf  thus,    how 
much  more  doth  it  become  us,   poor 
Creatures,  to  have  Pity  on  our  Fellow- 
creatures?  Should  it  not  prefs  out  from 
us  many  Groans,  to  fee  fo  many  peril- 
ing, even  befiJe.  Salvation.     1  with  you 
would  take  it  fo,  that  the  Warning  you 
to  flee  from  the  Wrath  to  come,  is  the 
greateft  Aft  of  Favour  and  Love  that 
can  be  done  to  you.    It  becomes  us  to 
be  folicitous  about  you,  and  declare  unto 
you,  that  you  will  meet  with  Dertruftion 
in  thofe  Paths  you  walk  into :  That  thefe 
Ways  go    down  to   the   Chambers  of 
Death.    O  that  it  might  be  done  with 
fo  much  feeling  Companion  of  your  Mi- 
fery,    as  the   Neceflny  of  it  requires. 
But.  why  do    many  of  you  take  it  fo 
hard  to  be  thus  forewarned,  and  have 
your  Danger  declared  unto  you  ?  V  guefs 
at  the  Reafon  of  it ;  you  are  in  a  Di- 
ftemper,  as  fick  Children  diftemper'd  in 
a  Fever,  who  are  not  capable  to  difcern 
their  Parents  tender  Affeftion,  when  it 
crofleth  their  own  Inclinations  and  Ways. 
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i  John  ii.  x-  My  little  Children,  thefe  Things  write  I  unto 
jou,  that  ye  fin  not  •  And  if  any  Afan  fin,  tve  have  an 
Advocate  with  the  Father*  &c. 


rHRIStJefus  came  by  tf 
v    by  Blood,  not  by  Water 


f  Water  and 
only,  but 
by  Blood  alfo,  and  I  add,  not  by  Blood 
only,  but  by  Water  alfo,  Cbap.  v.  6.  In 
Sin  there  is  the  Guilt  landing  over  to  Pu- 
nifhment,  and  there  is  the  Filth  or  Spot 
that  defileth  the  Soul  in  God's  Sight :  To 
take  away  Guilt,  nothing  fo  fit  as  Blood ; 
for  there  is  no  Puntfoment  beyond  Blood; 
therefore  faith,  the  Apoftle,  without  the 
{bedding  of  Blood  there  is  no  RemJJlon 
of  Sin,  Heb.  ix.  22.  and  for  the  Stain 
and  Spot,  nothing  is  fo  fuitable  as  Water, 
for  that  is  generally  appointed  for  cleanf- 
ing ;  and  fome  Shadow  of  this  the  Hea- 
thens had, .  who  had  their  Luftrations  in 
Water,  and  their  Expiations  by  Blood ; 
but  more  fignificantly  and  plainly,  the 
Jews,  who  had  their  Purifications  by 
fprinkling  of  Water,  Numb.  vHi.  7.  and 
Expiations  by  facriricing  of  flain  Beafts ; 
but  all  thefe  were  bur  evanilhing  Shadows, 
now  the  Subftance  is  come,  Jefus 
Cbrift  is  come  in  Water  and  Blood ; 
in  Water,  to  cleanie  the  Spots  of  rhe 
Soul,  to  purify  it  from  all  Filthinefs  ;  and 
in  Blood,  to  fatisfy  for  Sin,  and  remove 
the  Puniihment.  You  have  both  in  thefe 
Words  of  the  Apoftle,  (for  he  labours 
to  fet  out  unto  us  the  true  Cbrift,  whole 
and  intire)  theft  Things  I  write  unto 


you  that  ye  Jin  not :  Here  :is  the  proper 
End  of  the  Water;  and  if  any  Han  fin 
we  have  Cbrift  a  Propitiation  for  our 
Sins  ;  here  is  the  Blood ;  the  End  of  the 
Blood  is  to  lave  us,  the  End  of  the  Water 
is,  that  we  (in  not,  fince  we  are  fared. 
He  came  in  the  Blood  of  Expiation,  be- 
caufe  we  had  finned ;  be  came  in  the 
Water  of  SanAification,  that  we  might 
nor  fin.  His  Blood  fpeaks  Peace  to  the 
Soul,  and  the  Water  fubjoms,  but  let 
tbem  not  return  to  lolly.  His  Blood 
cries.  Behold  thou  art  made  whole,  and 
the  Water  ecchoes  unto  it,  fin  no  more, 
left  a  worfe  thing  befall  thee,  Joh.  r .  1 4. 
Thefe  two  Streams  of  Water  and  BIdbd, 
which  are  appointed  for  Purity  and  Par* 
don,  run  intermingled  all  alongs,  and  fo 
the  proper  Eflefts  of  them  are  interchange* 
ably  attributed  to  either  of  them,  be  hath 
wajhed  us  in  his  Blood,  Rev.  1.5.  and 
vii  14.  ^4nd  the  Blood  of  Cbrift  cleanf* 
etb  us  from  all  Sin.  Then  certainly, 
this  Blood  cannot  be  without  Water,  it 
is  never  feparate^from  it :  The  proper 
Effeft  of  Blood  is  to  cover  Sin;  but  be* 
caufe  the  Wafer  runs  in  that  Channel,  and 
is  conveyed  by  the  Blood  thither,  there- 
fore it  doth  cleanie  Sin,  as  well  as  co- 
vey it. 
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Tbejjr  Things  I  write  untoyou>  that 
ye  fin  not:  This  then  is  the  Defign  of 
d*  whole  Gdlpet,  the  great  arid  grand 
Defign,  to  deftroy  Sin,  and  fave  the  Sin- 
ner. There  is  a  Treaty  of  Peace  made 
with  the  Sinner,  and  Cbrifi  it  the  Peace- 
maker :  A  Tender  of  Life  and  Sat?  atioa 
is  made  to  him,  but  there  is  no  Treaty* 
no  Capitulation  or  Composition  with 
Sin  i  out  k  antic  go.  firft  out.of  its  Do- 
minion, then  out  of  k$  Habitation.  It 
mull  flrrt  tote  its  Power,  and  then  its 
Being  in  a  Believer ;  yea,  this  is  one  of 
the  chief  Articles  of  our  Peace,  not  only 
Mqukad  of  is  as  our  Duty,  that  we 
ttuuld  deftroy  that  which  cannot  but  de* 
fcqy  w ;  (ht*  if  any  Man  will  need* 
bug  and  wnhmoe  fa*  Sins,  and  cannot 
tm  with  then,  he  awft  needs  die  in 
their  Embracementt,  beaufe  ibe  Council 
of  fknren  hath  irrevocably  jaft  a  fatal 
SOKoace  ftgajnA  Sin.  u  she  only  Thing 
tfctt«n*H*he  Creation  hath  the  mod  per- 
UA  Qpn&tiooio  hu  Mefled  Will  and 
Contrariety*©  his  holy  Nature)  but  aUb 
and  specially,  as  the  great  Stipulation 
md  Pmicite  upon  his  Part,  to  redeem  us 
Phh  aUvur  Iwpmties,  and  purify  us 
to  btmfdf.  a  People  xtdmr  of  good 
W+ks\  and  not  tnty  to  redeem  in  from 
Hell,  and  deawer  us  from  Wrath,?W.  it  1 4. 
lb  hath  undertaken  this  great  Work,  to 
compete  this  Mutiny  and  HebeHion  that 
w«  raited  «p  in  the  Creation  by  Situ  elfe 
what  Peace  could  be  between  God  and 
*/,  as  long  as  bis  Enemy  and  ours  dwelt 
in  our  Bofom,  and  we  it  fiacewith  k 

Now,  take  a  (feort  View  of  thefe 
Things  that  are  wrtttqpin  the  preceed- 
ing  Chapter,  and  you  fall  lee  that  the 
kirmoimius  Voice  of  ail  that  is  in  the 
Qofpel*  is  this,  that  we  fin  not.  Let  me 
fiy  further,-  zttbefe  Sitings  are  written 
that  we  Jin  not,  fa  ail  Things  are  don? 


that  we  fin  not.  Take  all  the  whole 
Work  of  Creation,  of  Providence,  of 
Redfemptiou,  all  of  them  fpeak  one  Lan- 
guage, that  we  fin  not:  Day  unto  Day 
utteretb  Speech,  and  Night  unto  Night 
Jbeweth  Knowledge  :  Tiere  is  no 
Speech  nor  Language  where  their  Pbice 
is  not  beard ^  pfaj.  xir.  1,  3.  And,  as 
in  that  Place,  their  Voice  proclaims  the 
Glory,  Majefiy,  and  Goodnefs  of  God# 
b  they,  with  the  lame  Sound,  proclaim 
and  declare,  That  we  foouM  not  fin  a- 
gainft  fijeb  a  God,  lb  great,  and  lb  good ; 
all  that  we  fee  fuggertsand  infinuates  this 
unto  our  Hearts:  Ali  that  we  hear 
whifpers  this  unto  our  Ears,  that  we  Jim 
not :  That  be  made  ust  and  not  we  our* 
fehes,  and  that  we  are  the  very  Work 
of  his  Hands:  This  fpeaks  our  abfoJute 
and  eflential  Dependence  on  him,  and 
therefore  proclaims  with  a  Joud  Voice, 
that  Sim,  which  would  cut  off  this  Subor- 
dination, andloofe  from  this  Dependence 
upon  iu  holy  Will,  is  a  mooftrous  unna- 
tural Thing.  Take  ail  his  Mercies  to- 
wards us ,  whether  general  or  particular* 
the  tmnlcenctat  Ahondafice  of  his  infinite 
Goodnels  in  the  Earth,  that  River  of  his 
Riches  that*  runs  through  it,  to  water  e- 
very  Man,  and  brings  Supply  10  his 
Doors,  that  infinite  Variety  that  is  in 
Heaven  aod  Eanh,  and  all  of  them  of  e- 
qutl  Birth-right  with  Man,  yet  by  the 
Law  of  our  Maker,  a  Yoke  of  Subjection 
and  Service  to  Man  U  impofed  upon 
ibem ;  lb  that  Man  is,  in  a  Manner,  fet 
in  the  Center  of  all,  to  the  end,  that  all 
the  ftverai  Qualifications  aod  Perfe ftions 
that  are  in  ever/  Creature,  may  concea- 
ler and  meet  ta&ther  in  him,  and  flow 
towards  him.  Look  upon  ail  his  parti- 
cular Afis  of  Care  and  Favour  towards 
thee,  confide/  his  Judgineucs  upon  the 
World*  upon  the  Naaon,  or  thine  own 

Per- 
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Ferfon  ;  put  to  thine  Ear,  and  hear,  this 
is  the  joint  harmonious  Melody,  this  is 
the  Proclamation  of  all,  that  we  Jin  not% 
that  we  Jin  not  again*  fo  good  a  God, 
and  fo  greal  a  God,  that  were  Wicked- 
■ef*,  this  were  Madnefs.    If  he  wound, 
it  is  that  vie  Jin  not\  if  he  heal  again, 
it  is  that  we  fin  not :  Doth  he  kill,  it  is 
that  we  fin  not-.  Doth  he  make  alive, 
it  is  fot  the  fame  End.    Doth  he  (hut  up 
and  refrain  our  Liberty,  either  by  Bon- 
dage,  or  Stckoefe,  or  other  Afflictions, 
why?  he  means  thai  we \ Jin  not:  Doth 
he  open  again,  he  means  the  feme  Thing, 
that  we  fin  no  more  kaft  aworfething 
befall  ut.    Doth  he  make  many  to  fall 
in  Battle,  and  turns  the  Fury  of  that  upon 
4is,  the  Voice  of  it  is,  that  you  who  are 
kit  behind,  tootid  fin  no  more.    W  there 
Severity  towards  others,   and  towards 
you  Clemency ;  O*  the  load  Noifc  of 
ikatis.yifrn*.  But  alts,  the  RefultotfaH 
as,  that  which  is  written,  Pfal.  larm.  3a. 
Neverthekfr  tbej  finned  pll.    In  the 
midft  of  fo  many  conarriogTeffimonies, 
in  the  very  Throng  of  all  the  Sounds  arid 
Voices  that  all  the  Works  of  God  uiser, 
in  the  very  hearing  of  thefc,  neverthriefs 
to  Jin  jliUr  tad  not  to  return  and  en- 
quire, early  after   Gad:  Tfate  is  the 
Plague  and  Judgment  of  die  Rraon.     . 

Buc  let  us.  return  so  the  Words,  <tbefe 

ibingr,  &c.  that  which  ir  written  of 

the  Word  of  Life,  that  which  was  from 

the  Beginning,   and  was  mamfefed, 

unto  us,  that  is  written  thai  we  Jin  not  x 

For,  kith  this  fame  Apoftte,  Ch.  iiu  $,  gl 

JLndyc  know  that  be  war  mamfe/Ud 

to  take  away  our  Sin/,  and  in  him  ifffa 

fin  ;  yea,  for  this  very  Purpofe,  (faith  he) 

that  he  might  defray  the  Works  of  the 

Devil.    Now,  is  this  the  great  Bufmeis; 

that  drew  the  Son  our  of  tlie  Fathers ' 

Sodom,  to  deftroy  the  Arch-enemy  and 


capital  Rebel,  Sin,  which,  as  10  Man,  it 
a  Work  of  Satan's,  becaufe  it  fir  ft  ernes'* 
in  Man  by  the  Devils  Suggrftioo  add 
Counfel:  AH  rim  M&f?  and  Rum,  all 
thefe  Works  of  Dtrkncfs  and  Death,  that 
Satan  had  by  his  Malice  and  Poticy 
wrought  upon,  and  in  poor  Mankinds 
Jefiu  was  nuntifejied  in  the  Flejb  whb~ 
out  Sin,  to  depoy  and  take  away  As 
out  of  our  Flejb,  and  to  aholijb  and  de* 
pay  Smarts  Work,  which  he  had  tabl- 
ed upon  the  Ruins  of  QoS%  Wort  of 
the  Image  of  God,  and  so  repair  and  re- 
new thai  fir  A  Meffid  Work  of  God  it 
Mao,  Epb.rr.  a.y9  t%. 

Now,  O  how  cogent  and  peilnJaj 
it  this  ;  onefo  Ugh*  come  down  folow, 
one  dwelling  in  inaceeffible  Glory,  tmnah 
fefted  in  the  Ftefli,  in  the  Infirmly  mi 
Weaknefr  of  k,  to  this  very  Fnrpoft,  si 
repair  the  Creation,    to  make  iqp  the 
Breaches  of  k,  to  deftroy  Sin,  and  An 
the  Sinner ;  what  Force  is  in  this  o>  pert 
fade  a  Soul  chat  truly  believes  it,  nm  to 
fin}  For,  may  far  think  within  fcknttt 
ShaD  I  ft? e  chat  whicH  Corijt  came  to  do- 
ftroy?  Shall  I  entertaao  aad  mainniD  cfaat 
which  be  came  so  take  away,  aoddowk* 
in  me  lies  to  fruftrate  the  great  find  of 
Ins  glorious  and  wonderful  Defonr  teem 
Heaven?  ShaH  I  join  Hands,  and  apat- 
ite whh  my  Lufts,  and  war  far  dans, 
which  war  againbuy  Sorri,  andbinidatt 
would  fare  my  Soul?  Nay,  i«  us  con- 
clude (my  Belored)    within  oar  own 
Hearts,  Is  the  Word  and  Prince  of  Lift 
manifefted  from  Heaven,  and  canoe  *> 
marr  and  unmake  that  Wort  of  Satan, 
rhar  he  arty  refcue  me  from  undtfr  hit 
Tyranny  ?  Then  God  forbid  tfa*  I  Jfatf 
help  Satan  to  build  op  that  which  ntf  As- 
oiour  iuaftingdown,  and  »  make  *  M- 
fbn  for  nsylelf,  and  Cordfio  bind  m*lb 
it  for  everlafiing.    Nay,  will  a  believing 

Sob* 
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Soul  fay,  rather  let  me  be  a  Worker  toge- 
ther with  Cbrift,  though  faintly,  yet  I  re- 
iblve  to  wreftle  with  him,  to  pull  down 
all  the  ftrong  Holds  that  Satan  keeps  in 
icy  Nature,  and  fo  to  congratulate  anJ 
confent  to  him,  who  is  the  Avenger,  and 
Aflerter  of  ray  Liberty. 

Then  confider  the  greatert  End,  and 
fiirtheft  Defign  of  the  Goipel,  how  it  is 
inleparably  chained  and  linked  into  this, 
that  we  Jin  not.  We.  are  called  to  Pel 
towjbip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
and  herein  is  his  Glory,  and  our  Happi- 
sefs.  Now,  this  proclaims  with  a  loud 
Voice,  that  we  Jin  not ;  for,  what  more 
contrary  to  that  Defign  of  Union,  and 
Communion  with  God,  than  to  Jin,  which 
difunites  and  difcommunicates  the  Soul 
from  God.  The  Nature  of  Sin  you 
know,  it  is  the  Tranfgrejfion  of  bis 
jLaw%  and  fo,  it  is  the  very  juft  Oppofi- 
lion  of  the  Creatures  W4I1,  to  the  Will  of 
him  that  made  it.  Now,  how  do  ye  i- 
magine  that  this  can  confift  with  true 
Friendship  and  Fellowship,  which  loofeth 
tint  Conjunftion  of  Wills  and  Afledfcions, 
which  is  the  Bond  of  true  Friendship,  and 
•the  Ground  of  Fellowship,  idem  velle, 
atque  idem  nolle,  hoc  demum  vera  a- 
micitiaejl.  TheConfpiracyofqur  De- 
•fires  and  Delights  in  one  Point  with  God's, 
this  fwcet  Co-inridency  makes  out  Com- 
munion, and  what  Communion  then  with 
God,  when  that  which  his  Soul  abhors, 
is  your  Delight,  and  his  Delight  is  not 
your  Defire?  IVhat  Communion  bath 
Light  with  Darknefs  ?  Sin  is  Darknefs ; 
all  Sin,  but  efpecially  Sin  entertained  and 
maintained,  Sin  that  hath  the  full  Confent 
of  the  Heart,  and  carrieth  the  whole  Man 
after  it,  that  is  Egyptian-DzrlQcfs,  an' 
.umverfal  Dtrkneis  over  the  Sou!;  this 
Mag  interpofed.  between  God  and  the 


Soul,  breaks  off  Communion,    ecclipfes 
that  Soul  totally.     Therefore,-  (my  Be- 
loved,) if  you  do  believe  that  you  are- 
]  called  unto  this  high  Dignity  of  Fellow* 
Ship  with  God,  and  if  your  Souls  be  ilirred 
with  fome  holy  Ambition  after  it,  confi- 
der that  tbefe  Things  are  written,  that 
ye  Jin  not\  confider  what  Bafenefs  is  in 
it,  for  one  that  hath  fuch  a  noble  Defign, 
as  Fellowship  with  the  higheft,  to  debale 
his  Soul  fo  far,  and  fo  low,  as  to  ferve 
finful  and  fleShly  Lufts :  There  is  a  Vile- 
nefs  and  Wretcbednefs  in  the  Service  of 
Sin,  that  any  Soul,  truly  and  nobly  prin- 
cipled, cannot  but  look  upon,  it  with  In- 
dignation, becaufe  he  can  behold  nothing 
but  Indignity  in  tit.    Shall  I  who  am  a 
Ruler  (faith  Nebemiab)  Jbaii  /ucb  a 
Man  as  IJieef  and  who  ij  there,  that 
being, as  1 am,would Jlee •*  Neh.  vi.  u. 
A  Christian  hath  more  Reafon,    Shall 
fuch  a  Man  as  I,  who  am  born  again  to 
fuch  a  Hope,  and  called  to  fuch  a  high 
Dignity  ?  Shall  I,  who  aim  and  alpire  fo 
high  as  Fellowship  with  God,  debafe  and 
degrade  myfeli  with  the  vileft  Servitude  ? 
Shall  1  defile  in  that  Fuddle  again,  till  my 
own  Cloaths  abhor  me,  who  aim  at  fo  pure 
and  fo  holy  a  Society?  Shall  I  yoke  in 
myfeli" with  Drunkards,  Liars,  Swearers, 
and  other  Slaves  of  Sin  >  Shall  I  rank  my- 
felf  thus    and  conform  myfelf  to   the 
World,  feeing  there  is  a  noble  and  glori- 
ous   Society  to    incorporate   with,    the 
King  of  Kings  to  omverfe  with  duly  ? 
Alas,  what  are  thefe  Worms  that  fit  on 
Thrones  to  him?  But  far  more,  how 
bale  are  thefe  Companions  in  Iniquity, 
your  Pot-companions?  &b.  And  what  a 
vile  Society  is  it,  like  that  of  the  Bottom- 
lefs  Pit,  where  Devils  are  linked  together 
in  Chains? 
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i  John  ii.  i.  My  little  Children,  th$/e  Things  write  I 
unto  you*  that  ye  Jin  not.  And  if  any  Man  fin*  we 
ham  an  Advocate  with  the  Father*  &c. 


IN  the  Gofpel  we  have  the  moft  per- 
fect Provifion  againft  both  tbefe  Ex- 
tremities, that  Souls  ate  ready  to  run 
upon,  the  Rock  of  defperate  Diftruft, 
and  the  Quickfands  of  prefumptuous  Wan- 
tonnefs.  It  may  be  faid  to  be  a  well 
ordered  Covenant  in  all  things,  that 
hath  caveated  and  cautioned  the  whole 
Matter  of  our  Salvation,  in  fuch  a  Way, 
that  there  is  neither  Place  for  Difcou- 
rageraent  and  Down-cafting,  nor  yet 
Room  for  Liberty  in  Sin ;  there  is  no 
Exemption  from  the  Obligation  of  God's 
holy  Law,  and  yet  there  is  Pardon  for 
the  Breach  of  it,  and  Exemption  from 
the  Curfe ;  there  is  no  Peace,  no  Capi- 
tulation with  Sin,  and  yet  there  is  Peace 
concluded  with  the  Sinner,  who  is,  by 
that  Agreement,  bound  to  fall  out  with 
Sin ;  there  is  no  Difpenfation  for  Sin, 
and  from  the  Perfection  of  Holinefs,  and 
yet  there  is  an  Advocation  for  the  Sin- 
ner, which  aims  and  ftudies  after  it ;  fo 
that  in  Sum,  the  whole  Gofpel  is  com- 
prifed  in  this,  He  /peaks  Peace  to  bis 
Saints ,  but  let  tbem  not  return  to  Folly  ; 
ibou  art  made  whole ;  fin  no  more :  AH 
that  is  in  the  Gofpel  faith  this,  that  thou 
Jbouldjin  no  more.    But,  becauie  Sin  is 


necefTarily  incident,  therefore  all .  that  is 
in  the  Gofpel,  fpeaks  this  further,  tbo* 
ye  be  furprifed  in  Sin,  yet  believe  ;  and 
this  is  the  Round  that  a  Believer  is  to 
walk  into,  to  turn  from  Pardon  to  Puri- 
ty, and  from  Pollution  again  to  Pardon, 
for  tbefe  Voices  and  Sounds  are  inter* 
changed  continually  ;  If  ye  bavejinned. 
believe  in  Cbrift  tbe  Advocate  and 
Sacrifice,  and,  becaufeje  have  believ- 
ed, fin  not ;  but  if  ye  be  overtaken  in 
Sin,  jet  believe  ;  and  as  this  is  daily 
renewed,  fo  the  Soul's  Study  and  En* 
deavour  in  them,  fhould  be  daily  renew- 
ed too.  If  ye  have  finned,  deipair  hot ; 
if  ye  be  pardoned,  yet  prefume  not  2 
After  Sin  there  is  Hope,  it  is  true,  be- 
caufe  there  is  Forgivenefs  with  him  ; 
but  after  Forgivenefs,  there  mujft  be  Fear 
to  offend  his  Goodnefs;  For  there  is 
Forgivenefs  with  bim,  that  he  may  be 
feared,  Pfcl.  cxxx.  4.  And  this  is  the 
Situation  I  would  defire  my  Soul  into,  to 
be  placed  between  Hope  of  his  Mercy, 
and  F«r  of  Sin,  the  Faith  of  his  Favour  1 
and  the  Hatred  of  Sin,  which  he  will 
not  favour  ;  and  how  happy  were  a  Soul 
to  be  confined  within  thele.  and  kept 
captive  to  its  true  Liberty  ? 
M  m  m 
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1  fpake  a  little  before,  how  thefe  Fun- 
damental Truths  that  are  fet  down  before, 
do  all  aim  at  this  one  Mark,  that  we  Jin 
ftot  1  Now  I  proceed.    That  Declarati- 
on what  God  is,  Ferfe  5.  is  exprefly 
direfted   to   this  Purpofe,  and  applyed, 
P'erfe   6.  God  is  Light,  and  therefore 
Jin  not,  for  Sin  is  Darknefs ;  be  is  Light, 
fur  Purity  and  Beauty  of  Holinefs,  and 
Perfection  of  Knowledge,  that  true  Light 
in  which  is  no  Darknefs,  that  unmixt 
Light,  all  homogeneous  to  itfelf,  there- 
fore^ not,  for  that  is  a  Work  of  the 
Night,  and  of  the   Darknefs,  that  pro- 
ceeds from  the  filindnefs  and  Eftrsnge- 
inem  of  your  Minds,  and  Ignorance  of 
jrour  Hearts,  and  it  cannot  but  prepare 
and  fit  you  for  thefe  eveflarting  Chains 
t>f  Darknefs.    Call  God  What  you  will, 
Uamc  all  his  Names,  Stiles  and  Tittles, 
fpell  all  the  Chauffers  of  it,  and  ftill 
"yoli  may  And  it  written  at  every  one  ot 
them,  Jin  not\  Is  be  Light}  then  iin 
toot.    Is  be  Life  ?   then  Jin  not ;   for 
Sin  will  feparate  you  from  his  Light  and 
Lift ;  Sin  will  darken  your  Souls,  and  kill 
them.    Is  be  Love?  then  Jin  not;  God 
is  Love  (faith  John)  O  then  fin  not 
«gainft  Lore.  Hatred  of  any  good  Thing 
ia  deformed,  but  the  Hatred  of  the  beau- 
tiful Image  of  the  original  Love,  that  is 
monftruous :  God  is  Love,  and  in  his 
Love  is  your  Life  and  Light ;  then  to 
fin  againft  Urn,  it  is  not  Ample  Difobe- 
dience ;  nor  is  it  only  grofler  Rebellion, 
but  it  hath  that  abominable  Stain  of  In- 
gratitude in  it.     Do  you  read,  that  it  is 
written,  be  is  boly,  then  Jin  not,  for  this 
is  moft  repugnant  to  his  Holinefs,  bis 
holy  Eyes  cannot  Jee  it.    Therefore,  if 
thou  would  have  him  look  upon  thee 
with  Favour,  thou  muft  not  look  upon 
Sin  with  Favour,  or  entertain  it  with 
Delight ;  Js  it  written  that  he  is  great 


and  powerful?  xhtn  Jin  not,  that  were 
Madnefs.  Is  it  written,  that  he  is  good 
and  gracious  ?  Then  it  is  written,  that 
ye  Jin  not,  for  that  were  Wickednefs : 
It  were  an  unfpeakable  Folly  and  Mad- 
nefs, to  offend  fo  great  a  God,  that  can 
ft*  ealiiy  avenge  himfelf ;  and  it  were 
abominaWe  Perverfeittfs  and  Wickednefs, 
to  fin  againft  fo  good  and  gracious  a 
God,  who,  tho'  he  may  avenge  himfel£ 
yet  offers  Pardon  anJ  Peace,  and  be- 
feecheih  us  to  accep*  it.  Is  he  juft  *  then 
Jin  not\  for  be  will  not  acquit  the 
Wicked %  nor  bold  them  Guiltlejs,  them, 
who  do  acquit  themfclves,  and  yet  hold 
by  their  Sins.  And  is  he  merciful} 
then,  O  then,y?w  not,  becaufe  he  hath 
acquitted  thee,  becaufe  he  is  ready  to  blot 
out  thy  Guilt;  wilt  thou  fin  againft  Mer- 
cy, that  muft  fare  thee?  Again,  is  it 
written,  that  the  Blood  of  Jefus  Cbrjft 
cltanjetb  from  all  Sin?  that  is  writ- 
ten, that  ye  Jin  not.  It  is  true,  it  is 
written,  becaufe  ye  have  finned  already, 
that  ye  may  know  how  it  may  be  par- 
doned. But  moreover  it  is  written, /fa/ 
ye  Jin  no  more,  that  fo,  more  Sin  may 
be  prevented,  at  leaft,  deliberate  con* 
tinued  walking  in  Sin  ;  fo  that  this  Blood 
hath  a  twofold  Venue  and  Ufe,  to  be 
the  greateft  Encouragement  to  a  Soul 
troubled  for  Sin,  and  the  chiefeft  Argu- 
ment and  Inducement  for  a  Soul  not  to 
(in :  This  Medicine,  or  this  Plaifter,  hath 
two  notable  Venues,  reftorative  and 
prcfervariv*,  So  reftore  the  Bones  that 
already  are  broken,  through  falling  in 
Sin ;  and  to  preferve  our  Feet  from 
further  falling  in  Sin.  It  hath  a  healing 
Venue,  for  thefe  Bruifes  that  are  in  the 
Soul ;  and  befides,  it  is  an  Antidote  and 
(overeign  Frefervative  againft  the  Poyfon 
and  Infection  of  Sin  and  the  World. 
What  Motive  is  like  this'?  The  Son  of 
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written  that  you  Jin  mi,  not  to  incou- 
ragc  you  to  fin.  1c  is  not  recorded  for 
this  End,  that  you  may  live  after  your 
own  Imaginations  and  former  Cuftonif, 
with  Security  and  Peace,  upon  this  Pre- 
emption, that  Parddn  is  eafily  procur- 
able, if  I  fay,  God  have  Mercy  upon 
me,  ere  I  die.  Do  not  deceive  yow 
felves,  for  it  is  written  for  the  juft  Con* 
trary,  that  you  Jin  no  more,  and  return 
no  more  to  Folly.  If  he  had  faid,  if  we 
fin,  tho"  we  confeft,  yet  he  is  jutt  to 
punifh  us,  you  would  then  be  driven  to 
Defperation,  and  from  that  to  a  delperate 
Conclufion ;  fince  we  muft  be  puntftied 
however,  let  us  not  punifti  ourfelves  here, 
in  mortifying  our  Flelh  ;  Let  us  eat 
and  drink,' for  To-morrow  we  Jball  die  i 
Die  we  muft,  let  us  delerve  it ;  for 
where  there  is  no  Hope,  there  is  no 
Help  for  Reformation.  But  now,  when 
there  is  fiich  an  unexpected  Propofal  of 
Grace,  when  God  who  is  free  to  punifh 
us,  becomes  indebted  by  his  Promife  to 
forgive  our  Debts,  we  humbly  fubmit- 
ting  to  him,  and  confeffing  our  Guild* 
tinefs ;  this  Suiprifaloi  Clemency  and 
Moderation,  fhould,  yea,  certainly  will 
overcome  any  Heart  that  truly  believes 
it,  and  conquer  it  to  his  Love  and  Obe- 
dience. The  more  eafily  he  forgive  Sin, 
the  more  hardly  will  a  believing  Heart 
be  drawn  to  Sin.  You  know  any  in- 
genuous Spirit  will  more  eafily  be  con- 
quered by  Ktndnefs  and  Condefcendency, 
than  Severity  and  Violence  ;  theie  Cords 
of  Love,  are  the  Cords  of  a  Man,  Gated 
to  the  Nature  of  Man  in  whom  there  is 
any  Sparkle  of  Ingenuity  remaining  ;  how 
often  have  Men  been  ingaged  and  over- 
come by  Clemency  and  Goodne&,  who 
could  not  be  conquered  by  Force  of 
Arms  ?  Enemies  have  been  made  Friends 
by  this  Means*  fuch  Power  is  in  it;  to 
M  m  m  2  knir 


God  jbed  bis  Blood  for  our  Sins,  they 
coll  a  dear  Price.  O,  how  precious  was 
the  Ranfom  ?  More  precious  than  Gold, 
and  Silver,  and  precious  Stones,  becaufe 
the  Redemption  of  the  Soul  is  fo  pre- 
cious,  that  it  would  have  ceafed  for 
ever  without  it.  Now,  what  Soul  can 
deliberately  think  of  this,  and  receive  it 
with  any  Affe&ion  into  the  Heart,  but 
he  (hall  And  the  moft  vehement  Per- 
fwafionagainft  Sin.*  He  cannot  but  be- 
hold the"  Hainoufnefs  and  infinite  Evil 
that  is  in  it,  which  required  fuch  an  in- 
finite Recompence.  And  can  a  Soul  on 
that  View  run  to  the  Puddle  and  defile 
again,  when  he  fees  how  dearly  the  Foun- 
tain for  Cleanfing  was  purchafed  ?  Can 
a  believing  Heart  have  fuch  treacherous 
Thoughts  harboured  within  him,  to  cru* 
cify  afrejb  the  Lord  of  Glory,  and,  as  it 
were,  to  trample  under  Foot  bis  Blood  ? 
No  certainly,  he  that  believes  in  this 
Blood,  cannot  ufe  it  fo  diihonobrably 
and  bafely ;  as  it  is  written,  tbat  be  fin 
net,  fo  he  reads  it,  and  believes  it,  that 
he  may  not  fin,  as  well  as  becaufe  he 
hath  finned.  Many  fpeak  of  this  Blood, 
and  think  they  apply  it  to  the  Cleanfing 
of  their  Sin  paft ;  but  it  is  rather,  that 
they  may  fin  with  more  Liberty,  as  if 
the  End  of  vomiting  up  a  Surfeit  of  Sin, 
were  to  furfeit  more ;  and  the  End  of 
walhing.  were  nothing  elfe  but  to  defile 
again.  Certainly,  this  Blood  is  not  for 
fuch  Souls,  not  one  Word  of  Comfort 
in  the  Word,  not  one  Drop  of  Hope  in 
the  Blood,  to  them  who  pretend  to  be*, 
lieve  in  Cbrifl's  Blood,  and  continue  in 
Sin,  as  frelh  and  lively  as  ever  they  did. 
nothing  abated  of  their  Defires  or 
Cultoms:  But  if  we  confefs  our  Sins, 
God  will  forgive  (fay  you)  and  this  we 
"may  do  at  any  Time,  and  this  we  do 
daily.    Nay.  but  <6kh  Jobn)  this  is 
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knit  Hearts  together,    uduguftur,  when 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  Conlpiracy  of 
one  of  his  chief  Minions,  Cinna,  whom 
he  had  made  a  Friend  of  an  Enemy,  by 
Kindnefs  and  Courtefy,  takes  the  fame 
Way  to  make  of  a  Traitor  a  conftant 
Friend  ;  he  doth  not  punirti  him,  as  he 
bad  done  others,  but  calls  for  him,  and' 
declares  unto   him  his   vile  Ingratitude, 
that  when  he  had  given  him   Life  and 
Liberty,  heftaould  confpire  to  takeaway 
his  Prince's  Life  ;  well,  when  he  is  con- 
founded and  aftonithed,  and  cannot  open 
his  Mouth,  faith,   ^guftus,  I  give  thee 
thy  Life  again,  fir  ft  an  open  Enemy,  and 
now  a.  Traitor  ;  yet  from  this  Day,  let 
an  inviolable  Friendship  be  bound  up  be- 
tween us,  and  lb  it  proved  ;   for  this 
Way  of  dealing  did  totally  overcome  his 
Heart,  and  blot  out  all  feditious  Thoughts. 
But  O,  how  incomparably  greater  is  his 
Condefcendency   and  Clemency,  whofe 
Perfbn  is  fo  high  and  facred,  whofe  Laws 
are  fb  juft  and  holy,  and  we  fo  bale  and 
wretched,  to  pardon  fuch  infinite  Guilt, 
Rebellion  and  Treachery,  againft  fuch 
an  infinite  Majefty  ;  and  that,  when  a  Soul 
doth  but  begin  to  blufh,  and  be  aihamed 
with  hfelf,  and  cannot  open  its.  Mouth ; 
I  fay,  this  rare  and  unparallefd  Good- 
nets  and  Mercy  being  confidered,  cannot 
tint  tame  and  daunt  the  wildeft  and  moft 
lavage   Nature  ;    wild    Beafts    are   not 
tpought  in  Subjeftion  and  tamed,  but  by. 
gentle  Ufage  ;  it  is  not  Fiercenels  and 
Violence  can  cure  their  Fiercenefs,  but 
Meeknefs  and  Condefcendency,  to  follow  I 
their  Humours,   and  foft  Dealing  with 
them ;  as  a  Rod  is  not  bowed  by  great 
Strength,  but    broken,    even  fo,    thefe  | 
Things,  of  the*  Promife  of  Pardon  for  < 
Sin,  of  the  Grace  and  Readinefs  of  God  ■ 
to  pardon  upon  the  eafieft  Terms,  are  j 
written  for  this  End*  that  our  wild  and. \ 
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undaunted  Natures  may  be  tamed,  and 
may  bow  and  fubrait  willingly  to  the 
Yoke  of  his  Obedience,  and  may  hence- 
forth knit  fuch  a  facred  Bond  of  Friend- 
ship and  Fellowfoip  with  God,  as  may 
never  be  broken. 

But,  fay  ye,  who  is  he  that  fins  not? 
Who  can  fay,  my  Heart  is  pure,  and 
my  Way  is  clean*   Who  can  Jay,  I 
have  no  Sin*  And  therefore  that  can- 
not be  expeAed  which  you  crave.     Nay* 
but  faith  the  ApolJIe,   tfbefe  Things  I 
write  unto  you,  that  ye  Jin  not.  Becaufe 
Sin  is  in  all,  therefore   you  excufe  your* 
felf  in  your  Sins,  and  take  Liberty  to  fin;, 
but  the  very  contrary,  is  the  Intent  of 
the  declaring  unto  us  thit  we  have  Sin  ; 
he  (hews  tha't  none  want  it,  not  that  ye 
may  be  the  more  indulgent  towards  it* 
but  the  more  watchful  againft  it.     It  is 
not  to  make  you  fecure.  but  rather  to 
give  you  Alarm ;  even  the  beft  and  ho* 
Heft,  k  is  an  Alarm   to  them,  to  tell 
them  that  Sin  is  in  conjimis,  in  tbeir  very 
Borders,  that  the  Enemy  is  even  in  their 
Quarters,  yea,  in  their  Bofom  ;  certain- 
ly, this  (hould  fo  much  the  more  excite  us 
againft  it,  and  arm  us  for  it  every  Mo- 
ment, left  either  by  Fraud,  or  Force,  by 
fccret  Undermining,  or  open  Violence, 
ii  draw   us   away  from    God.      This 
Word,  If  we  fay  we  have  no  Sin,  we 
lie*  it  is  a  Watch-word  given  to  Men, 
a  Warning  to  enter  in  Cocfiderarion  of 
themfeives,  for  die  Enemy  being  within, 
there  is  no  flying  from  him,  we  carry 
him  about  with  us,  and  being  within,  he 
is-lefs  difcerned ;  and  therefore  we  ought 
to  awake,  and  fo  walk  cireumjpeftly, 
with  Eyes  in  our  Head,  left  we  be  fur- 
prized  at  Unawares,  either  in  that  Time 
we  know  not  of,  or  at  that  Place  we 
leaft  fufpeft.    And  to  others  of  you, 
who  have  never  attained  any  Viftory 
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over  your  Sins,  and  fcarce  have  a  di£ 
cerning  of  them  ;  I  would  only  fay  this, 
that  the  Univerfality  of  Sin's  Inhabitation, 
or  Being  in  all  Men,  even  the  godly, 
will  not  excufe  Sin's  Domination  and 
Reign  in  you  It  is  ftrange,  that  fince 
the  Holieft  have  need  of  continual  watch- 


ing againft  this  Bofom-enemy,  that  ye 
who  have  both  little  Knowledge  and 
Strength,  (bould  think  ye  may  live  fe- 
curely,  and  not  trouble  yourfelves.  If 
tliey  have  need  to  take  heed,  how  much 
more  have  ye,  ftnee  it  is  but  in  tbem* 
but  it  reigns  in  you  ? 
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i  John  ii.  1. And  if  any  Man  fin,  toe  have  an  Ad- 
vocate with  the  Father^  &c. 


THERE  is  here  a  lad  Sappofition, 
but  too  certain,  that  any  Man  may 
fin,  yea,  that  all  Men  will  fin,  even 
tbofe  who  have  moft  Communion  with 
God,  and  Intereft  ia  the  Blood  of  Chrift ; 
yet  they  are  not  altogether  exempted 
from  this  fatal  Lot  of  Mankind,  it  is 
incident  even  to  them  to  fin,  and  too 
frequently  incident ;  but  yet  we  have  a 
happy  and  fweet  Provifion,  for  Indem- 
nity from  the  Hazard  of  Sin :  We  have 
an  Advocate  with  the  Father.  Grant 
the  Probability,  yea,  the  Necefliry  and 
Certainty  of  ihat  Suppolaf,  If  any  Man 
do  Jin,  yet  there  is  as  much  Certainty 
of  Indemnity  from  Sin,  as  of  Neceflity 
of  falling  into  Sin.  It  is  not  more  fare, 
that  we  lhall  carry  about  with  us  Matter 
of  Sorrow  and  Mourning ;  but  that  it  is 
as  fure,  that  we  have  always  without  us 
Matter  of  rejoicing. 

Let  me  then  fpeak  a  Word  to  thefe 
Particulars ;  Fir  ft,  That  Sin  is  incident 
to  the  beft,  even  after  all  Perfwafions, 
Convictions,  Resolutions,  Defires,  and! 


Defigns  to  avoid  Sin.  Next,  That  ie 
is  ufoal  for  Sins  after  Mercy,  Convicti- 
on, and  Refolution  to  appear  fo  hainousv 
that  they  may  feem  to  over-top  the  Men* 
cy  of  God.  and  the  Merits  ofCbnJt;  r 
Soul  is  moft  ape  to  be  troubled  with 
Guilt  contracted  after  Pardon,  and  a  De- 
fire  of  Purity.  But  withal,  I  would  in 
the  lad  Place  represent  to  you,  that  there 
is  no  Ground  of  Defpair,  or  Difcourage- 
ment  for  fuch  an  one,  tho'  there  be 
Ground  of  Humiliation  and  Mourning? 
There  is  a  Provifion  made  in  the  Gofpel 
againft  thefe  continually  incident  Fears* 
there  is  a  Security  againft  the  Hazard  of 
furprifing  Sins;  and,  that  this  Comfort 
belongs  only  to  fuch  Souls,  as  unfeigned- 
ly  defire  not  to  fin,  and  are  in  tome- 
Meafure  perftvaded  by  the  Grace  of  God 
not  to  fin,  not  to  them  who  willingly 
give  up  themfelves  to  their  own  Lufts. 
Ir  is  a  common  Do&rine  u  any,  that . 
Sin  hath  fome  Lodging  in-  every  Mans- 
Heart  and  Flefti,  and  is  not  totally  caft 
out,  but  only  bound  with  Chains  wiuV 
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in9  that  it  do  not  exerule  its  old  Do- 
minion over  a  Believer :  But  1  fear* 
the  mod  commoji  Truths,  tho'  they  be 
Aloft  fubftantial  in  themfelves,  yet  are 
but  circumftantial  in  our  Apprehenfions, 
and  very  rarely  and  extroardinarily  have 
Place  in  the  deeper  and  more  ftrious 
Thoughts  of  our  Hearts :  They  are  com- 
monly confefled,  it  is  true,  but  as  fel- 
dom  confidered,  I  am  fure ;  for  who  did 
truly  ponder  the  Inclinablenefs  of  our 
Nature  to  Sin,  the  ftrong  Propenfion  of 
the  Heart  to  Evil,  fhe  Deceitfulnefs  of 
Sin  itfelf,  and  the  many  circumftantial 
Helps*  and  Additions  it  gets  to  its 
Strength,  but  he  would  /land  in  Awe,  and 
witch  ferioufly  over  himfelf.  I  dare 
fay*  many  (in,  rather  becaufe  of  a  mif- 
gpprehended  Immunity  from  it,  and  a 
liif-reckomag  of  their  own  Meafure  and 
Strength*  thiua  becaufe  of  the  Strength  of 
Ski  itfel£  I  know  no  one  Thing  makes 
Ski  fo  ftrong'as  this*  that  we  do  not  ap- 
prehend our  own  Weaknefs,  and  fo  give 
over  Watch&taefs,  which  is  the  greateft 
and  belt  Part  of  our  Armour  of  Defence, 
when  it  is  done  in  Pakh*  and  this  Watch- 
kept  on  the  Tower  of  the  Lord's  Pro- 
roMes  ;  the  Apprehenfion  of  our  escaping 
tke  Pollutions  of  the  World,  and  of 
feme  Strength  to  refill  them  -*  this  adds 
ip  more.  Streoght  to  us,  but  diminilfeeth 
and  talceth  from  our  Vigilancy,  and  fo 
Opoieth  us,  as  it  were,  naked  and  fecure, 
to  the  Cruelty  of  our  Adversary.  I 
would  wift  every  Chriftian  to  be  through- 
ly acquainted,  .and  often  converfant  in 
two  Books  of  Sophiftry,  I  may  Jo  term 
them,  Tbt  Deceitfulnefs  of  bis  own 
Heart*  and  the  DeceixaNenefs  of 
Sin,  Jer.  xv.  and  Heb.  ill  13.  Thefe 
are  the  Volumes  he  would  daily  turn  o- 
rer,  to  learn  to  difcern  the  Sophiftka- 
tiom,  Scif-flWKiks,  Siiodnefs,  Darkaefs, 


and  Self-love  of  his  own  Heart ;  to  take 
off  the  deceiving  Mask  of  Pretences  and 
Appearances  of  Good,  and   behold  fen- 
j  fibly  the  true  and  real  Inclinations  of  the 
Heart  to  Wickednefs,  to  Paifion,  Pride, 
Uncleannefs,  Malice,  Envy,  and  all  thefe 
Affcflions  of  the    Flefh  :    to  find  out 
the  true  beating  of  the  Pulfe  of  the  Heart ; 
and  indeed  this  juft  Decerning  and  Dii- 
covery  of  the  Thief  in  the  Sou,',  is   a 
great  Part  of  his  Arraignment  ;   for  if 
Sin  ly  under  the  View  of  an  Eye  that 
hates  it,    and  loves  God,  much  of  its 
Power  and  Virtue,  which  ly  in  Dark- 
nefs,  is  taken    away.     I  prefs  this  the 
more*  becaufe  I  verily  apprehend  it  to  be 
the  Plague  of  many  Chriitians,  who  have 
fome  general  Infight  into   the  Matter  of 
Good  and  Evil,    and  efpy   fome  more 
grofs  Corruption  in  themfelves,  and  have 
fome  Affe&ion  to   Good  ;  yet  this   E- 
rtrangednels  to  our  own  Hearts,  and  the 
Vein   or   Strain  of  them,  the  not  un- 
boweliing  of  our  hidden  Affections,  and 
not  difcerning  of  the   Poiibn  of  Pride, 
Self-love,  Love  of  the  World,  and  fiich 
like  Lufts,  which  are  intermingled  in  all 
that  we  do,  and  fpread,  as  it  were,  uni- 
verfaUy  through  the  whole  Man  *  this,  I 
fay,  makes  moft  of  us  be  fubjeft  to  fo 
many  Surpri&ls  by  Sin,  we  are   often 
rooted  before  we  draw  up,  and  often 
conquered  ere  we  cooiider :  This  make* 
us  fuch  Unproficients  in   Mortification, 
fo  that  fcarce  any  Sin  is  killed,  while 
the  Roots  of  all  Sin  lies  hid  under  the 
Ground   from  us.    Then  withal,  I  de- 
fire  you    to    ftudy  how    deceivable  a 
Thing  Sin  is*  how  many  deceitful  fair 
Pretences  it  is  covered  with,  It  batb  tbe 
Voice  of  Jacob,  but  tbe  Hands  of 
Efau  ;  look  what  it  is  that  is  pleafant  or 
Suitable  to  our  natural  Spirits,  it  inGnuates 
itielf  always  under  tbe  Shadow  of  that ; 
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and,  if  there  be  not  much  Heedfulnefs 
and  Attention,  and  much  Experience  of 
the  Wiles  of  that  fubtile  One  ;  it  is  a 
great  Hazard  to  be  catched  with  it  un- 
advifedly,  while  we  clafp  about  another 
Thing,  which  is  prefented  as  a  Bait  snd 
Allurement.  Now,  is  it  any  Wonder 
that  a  poor  Soul  be  drawn  to  fin  often, 
when  our  Enemy  doth  not  for  the  moft 
Fart  profefs  Hoftility,but  Friendlhip,  and 
under  that  Colour  pleads  Admiffion  with- 
in our  Ports;  and  befides,  we  have  a 
treacherous  Friend  in  our  Bofom,  that 
betrays  us  into  his  Hands,  that  is  our 
own  deceitful  Hearts:  Thefe  Things  I 
mention,  to  put  you  in  Remembrance  of 
what  Condition  you  are  in; in  this  World, 
and  what  Pofture  you  foould  be  into ; 
JVatcbt  (I  fay)  and  when  ye  baye  done 
all,  ft  and  with  your  JLoinr  girt ;  and 
tho'  you  cannot  poffibly  efcape  all  Sin, 
yet  certainly  it  is  not  in  vain  thus  to 
let  againft  it,  and  keep  a  Watch  oyer  it, 
for  by  this  Means  you  (hall  efirape  more 
Sin,  and  fin  lefs ;  as  he  that  aims  at  the 
Mark,  tho1  he  do  not  hit  it,  yet  he  (hall 
ordinarily  come  nearer  it,  than  he  that 
ihoots  only  at  Random;  and  as  the 
Army  that  is  moft  vigilant  and  watchful, 
tho'  they  cannot  prevent  all  Lofles  and 
Hazards,  yet  commonly  they  ire  not 
found  at  foch  a  Lofs,  as  thofc  who  are 
proud,  confident  and  fecure. 

Now,  as  it  is  fuppded,  that  So  it  or- 
dinarily incident  to  the  Child  of  God,  fo 
it  is  efpecially  to  be  cheated,  that  he 
defpair  not  in  his  Sins ;  for  it  is  impor- 
ted in  this  Provilion,  that  the  Believer  is 
in  great  Hazard  upon  new  Lapfes  into 
Sin,  either  of  daily  Incurfion,  or  of  a 
groffer  Nature,  to  be  difcouTaged:"  As 
there  is  fo  much  Corruption  in  any  Mans 
Mean,  as  will  turn  the  Grave  of  God 
into  Wmmmefi%  and  incline  him  upon 


the  Propofal  of  free  Grace,  to  prefume 
to  take  Liberty  to  the  Flefti  ;  fo,  that 
fame  Corruption  upon  another  Occafion 
works  another  Way,  upon  the  Suppofal 
of  new  Sins,  aggravated  with  preceeding 
Mercy  and  Grace  in  God,  and  Convicti- 
ons and  Refolutions  in  him,  to  drive 
him  into  Oelpondency  and  Deje&ion  of 
Spirit,  as  if  there  weie  no  Pardon  for 
fuch  Sins.  And  indeed,  it  is  no  Won* 
der  if  the  Soul  be  thus  fet  upon,  if  we 
ftt  afide  the  Confideration  of  the  infinite 
Grace  of.  God,  that  far  furpafleth  the  ill 
Deferts  of  Men.  To  fpeak  of  the  very 
Nature  of  the  Thing  itfelf,  there  is  no 
Sin  in  its  own  Nature  more  unpardon- 
able, than  Sin  after  Pardon ;  nothing  to 
hainous,  aggravated  with  fa  many  high 
Circumftances,  which  mingleth  it  with 
the  wofft  Ingredients,  at  this  Sin,  after 
fo  much  Grace  revealed  in  the  Golpef, 
to  the  End  that  we  may  not  fin.  Sins 
waflied  fo  freely,  in  fo  precious  a  Foun- 
tain, and  yet  to  defile  again ;  Sins  for- 
given fo  readily  and  eafily.  the  Debt 
whereof,  in  Juftice  the  whole  Creation 
was  not  able  to  pay,  and  yet  to  offend 
fo  gracious  a.  Father  \  a  Soul  being 
throughly  convinced  of  the  Vanity,  Foljy; 
and  Madnefs  of  Sin,  of  the  Deceitfirfnefi 
and  Bafenefi  of  its  Pleafures,  and  let  in 
a  Pofture  againft  it,  as  the  moft  deadly 
Enemy  ;  and  yet  after  all  this,  to  be  fail- 
led,  deceived  and  tnfoared :  Here,  I  fay; 
are  very  piercing  Coniiderations,  which 
cannot  but  fet  the  Challenge  very  deep . 
into  the  Heart  of  a  Chriftian,  and  wound 
him  lore ;  how  will  he  be  filled  with 
Shame  and  Confufion  of  Face,  if  be  look 
upon  God?  Every  Look  or  Beam  of 
whofe  Cbuntenance,  reprefents  unto  the 
Soul  the  viteft  and   moft    abominable 

IVifage  of  Sin;  or,  if  he  look  into  him- 
/elf,  there  is  nothing  toot  feif  condemning 
.     .         there. 
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there,  he  finds  his  own  Conscience  fla- 
ring him  as  a  Thoufand  Witneflcs ;  thus 
the  Soul  of  a  Believer  being  environed, 
he  is  ready  to  apprehend,  that  tho'  God 
Jhould  have  pardoned  the  Sins  of  his  Ig- 
norance, yet  that  there  is  more  Difficulty 
in  this,  to  pardon  his  Returnings  to  Folly* 
and  therefore  are  fome  put  to  harder 
Exercife,  and  greater  Terrors  after  Con- 
verfion.  than  in  the  Time  of  it.  The 
Sins  of  Ignorance  being,  as  it  were,  re- 
moved as  a  Cloud,  and  fcored  out  in  a 
Heap;  but  the  Sins  of  Knowledge  after 
Mercy,  lying  more  dift'indtly  and  clearly 
in  the  View  of  the  Soul,  it  is  more 
difficult  to  blot  them  out  of  the  Con- 
science, and  fprinkle  the  Heart  from  an 
evil  Conscience :  Thefe  Things  I  fpeak 
to  you  for  this  Reafon,  that  you  may  be 
afraid  to  fin.  I  fuppofe  that  there  is  no 
Hazard  of  eternal  Damnation  by  Sin, 
gram  that  you  know  before-hand,  that 
if  you  fin,  there  is  yet  Forgivenefs  with 
him,  and  there  is  no  Hazard  of  periling 
by  it;  yet.  fure  I  am,  it  is  the  moft 
foolifo  Adventure  in  the  World,  to  take 
Liberty  on  that  Account ;  for  tho*  there 
he  Indemnity  that  Way,  as  to  thy  eternal 
Xftate,  yet  I  am  perfwaded,  that  there 
is  more  Damage  another  Way,  in  thy 
fpiritual  Eftate  in  this  World,  than  all 
the  Gains  of  Sin  can  countervail:  There 
is  a  necedary  Lofs  of  Peace,  and  Joy,  and* 
Communion  of  the  Holy  Gboft ;  it  is 
inevitable  jn  the  very  ordinary  and  natu- 
ral Courfe  and  Connection  of  Thiugs, 
hit  that  Sin,  that  Way  indulged,  will 
ecclipfe  thy  Soul,  and  bring  fome  Dark- 
nefs  of  Sorrow  and  Horror  over  it  ;  to 
fpeak  after  the  Manner  of  Man,  and  in 
the  Way  of  Reafoji  itfelf,  the  Entertain- 
ment of  that  which  God  hates,  will  de- 
prive thee  of  more  folid  Joy  and  Sweet- 
nefi  in  him,  than  all  the  Pleasures  of  Son 


could  afford.     Therefore  I  dare  not  fay 
to  you  (as  One   too  unadviiediy  exprcf- 
feth  i[)  Fear  not,  tbo  you  do  fin,  oj  arry 
Hurt   that  can   come  by   tbefe  Sins  ; 
for  if  you  Jin,  it  Jhall  do  you  no  Hurt 
at  all:  \  fay,  this  were  indeed  but  to 
make  you  too  bold    with  Sin.     I  had 
rather   reprefent  unto  you,  that  tho'  ye 
be  fecured  in  your   eternal   EiUic,  and 
there  can  come  no  Condemnation   that 
Way,  yet  there  is  much  Hurt  comes  by 
Sin,  even  in  this  World  ;    and  fure,   I 
think  it  a  very   rational  and  Chriftian 
Inducement,  to  prevail  with  a  Chnfiian 
not  to  fin,  to  tell  him  that  he  rtiall  make 
a  foolifti  Bargain  by  it,  for  he  (hall  loofe 
much  more  than  he  can  gain.     Is  there 
no  Hurt  or  Lofs  incident  to   Men,  but 
eternal  Perdition  ?    Nay,   my   Beloved, 
there  is  a  Lofs  Chriftians  may  fuftain  by 
finning  treely,  which  all  the  combined 
Advantages  of  Sin  cannot  compenfe  ;  is 
not  one  Hour's  Communion  with  God,  is 
not  the  Peace  of  your  own  Consciences, 
and  the  Joy  of  the  Spirit,  fuch  ineftim- 
able  Jewels,  that  it   were  more  luitaWe 
for  a  Man  to  fell  the  World,  and  buy 
them,  than  to  fell  them,  and  buy  a  poor 
momentiny  trifling  Contentment,  which 
hath  a  Stinft  in  the  Tail  of  it,  and  leaves 
nothing  but  Vexation  after  it?  O  tbefe 
Eruifes    in    David's    Bones,     tbtfe 
Breaches  in   bis  Spirit,  tbat  Lofs  of 
*be  Joy  of  bis  Salvation  /    let  thefe 
teach  you  who  are  efcaped  the  great  Hurt 
of  Sin,  to  fear,  at  leaft,  to  be  hurt  by  it 
this  Way,  more  than  ever  you  can  expert 
to  be  helped  by  it. 

But  then,  I  defire  to  add  this  in  the 
third  Place,  That  there  is  Provifion  made 
againft  the  Difcouragement  of  thefe  Souls 
that  defire  not  to -(in,  and  yet  fin  againft 
their  Defire.  |f  the  Challenge  I  ipoke 
of,  be  written  ia  thy  Cuofcicace,  as  it 
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Were  with  the  Point  of  a  Diamond^ 
deeply  ipgraven  ;  yet  my  Beloved,  con- 
sider, that  if  any  Man  Jin,  we  have 
an  Advocate,  &c.  There  is  an  ex- 
prefs  Caution  againft  thy  Difcourage- 
ment ;  certainly  our  Saviour  hath  pro- 
Tided  for  it ;  fince  the  Cafe  is  fo  incident, 
-and  the  Suppofition  fo  ordinary,  itis  nor 
conceivable  that  he  hath  not  caveated  anu 
fecured  thy  Salvation  in  fuch  Cafes  :  For 
he  knew  certainly  before  he  pardoned 
thee,  and  vifited  thee  at  firft,  that  thou 
was  to  be  (ubjeft  unto  this  neceflary 
Burden  of  Sin,  and  that  it  would  often- 
times moleft  and  trouble  you,  and  fome- 
tiraes  prevail  over  you ;  all  this  he  knew, 
that  when  he  (hould  order  your  Forces, 
and  draw  out  againft  Sin,  with  the  great- 
eft  Defire  and  Reiolution,  that  yet  you 
might  be  foiled  unexpectedly ;  and  this 
was  not  unknown  to  him,  when  he 
(hewed  Mercy  at  firft ;  therefore,  fince 
his  Love  is  unchangeable,  and  bit  Wif 


dom  (being  infinite)  faith  it  (hould  be 
fo,  he  would  never  have  caft  his  Love 
on  fuch  Pferfons,  if  thefe  Things  which 
were  then  before  him,  could  make  him 
change.  Now,  I  grant  there  is  more 
Wonder  in  the  Pardon  of  following  Sins, 
nan  in  the  firft  Pardon  ;  and  therefore 
you  (hould  ftill  love  more,  and  praife 
.uore ;  but  what  is  this  Wonder,  to  the 
Wonder  of  his  Grace?  It  is  fwallowed 
up  in  that  higher  Wonder,  For  bis 
thoughts  and  Ways  are  not  like  ours. 
his  Voice  is,  Return  thou  backsliding 
Sinner  to  thy  firft  Husband,  tbo  thou 
baft  played  the  Harlot.  Therefore,  I 
defire  that  whatfoever  be  prefented  in 
that  Kind,  to  aggravate  your  Sins,  let  k 
humble  you  more  indeedr  and  make  you 
hate  Sin,  but  let  it  not  hinder  you  to 
think  as  highly  of  his  Mercy  .  and 
Grace,  and  to  fet  that  in  the  Heavens 
above  it. 


S  E  R  MO  N    XXV. 

i  John  ii.  i. And  if  any  Man  fin>  toe  have  an  Ad- 
vocate with  the  father^  &c. 


IT  is  the  natural  Office  of  the  Con- 
fcience  to  accufe  a  Man  in  Evil- 
doing  ;  as  every  Man  by  Sin  is  liable  K> 
the  judgment  of  the  fupreme  Court  of 
Heaven,  fo  he  is  likewiie  fubjeft  to  the 
inferior  Court  of  his  own  Confcience  ; 
for  the  xnofi  high  God  hath  a  Deputy 
within  every  Man's  Breaft,  that  not  only 
is  a  Witnefs,  but  a  Judge,  to  fallen  an 


Accufation,  and  pronounce  a  Sentence 
upon  him  according  to  the  Law  of  God. 
And  while  it  is  fo,  that  a  Man  is.ac- 
cufed  in  bath  Courts,  at  the  fupreme 
Tribunal,  and  ;he.  lower  Houfe.of  t 
Man's  own  Confcience  ;  when  Man's 
Accufer  is  within  him,  and  God  bis 
righteous  Judge  above  him.  Who  caa 
come  in  to  plead  fiich  a  Man's  Caufe 
Nan 
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A  Perfon  felf-conderaned,  who  (hall 
plead  for  his  Abfolution?  If  he  cannot 
but  accufe  himfelf,  and  flop  his  Mouth, 
being  guilty  before  God  of  the  Tranjgref 
fions  of  all  his  Law,  then  what  place  for 
an  Advocate  to  excufe  him,  or  defend 
his  Caufe?  And  who  is  it  that  can  enter 
in  the  Lifts  with  God,  who,  becaufe  the 
fupreme  and  higheft  Judge  aiuft  be  both 
Judge  and  Party?  Wfiexe  (hall  a  Days- 
Man  be  found  to  lay  bis  Hands  on 
both*  and  advocate  the  deiperate-like 
Caufe  of  Sinners?  Truly  here  we  had 
been  at  an  eternal  Stand,  and  here  had 
the  Bufinefs  ftuck  for  ever,  for  any.  Thing 
that  the  Creation  could  imagine,  had  not 
the  infinite  Grace  and  ffifdom  of  God 
opened  tbemfelves  to  Mankind,  in  open- 
ing a  Door  of  Hope  to  broken  and  out- 
law Sinners ;  and  behold  here  is  the  Pro- 
vifton  made  for  the  Security  and  Salvati- 
on of  loft  Souls,  there  is  One  able  and 
mighty  to  fave,  a  Perfon  found  out  fit 
for  this  Advocation,  who  taketh  the  bro- 
ken* Caufe  of  Siqners  in  Hand,  and  pleads 
it  out,  and  makes  out  Juftice  to  be  for 
them,  and  not  againft  them,  If  any  Man 
Jin,  we  have  an  Advocate,  &c. 

There  is  one  Thing  imported,  that  Sin 
maketh  a  Man  liable  to  a  Charge  and  Ac- 
cufation,  and  brings  him  under  the  Ha- 
zard of  Judgment.  Indeed,  'tis  hard  e- 
nougb  to  endure  an  accufing  Conicience, 
and  a  Spirit  wounded  with  the  Appre- 
hension of  Wrath :  When  our  Saviour 
would  exprefs  great  Affti&ion,  be  doth 
it  thus,  A  Mat's  Enemies  Jbali  be 
tbofe  of  his  own  Houfe.  If  a  domeftick 
Enemy  be  fo  ill,  what  (hall  a  Bofbm-e- 
oemy  be  ;  when  a  Man's  Accufer  is  not 
only  befide  him,  but  within  him,  not 
only  in  the  Houfe  with  him,  but  in  the 
Field  too,  carried  about  with  hinvwhi- 
Aerfbever  be  % oeth,  fo  that  he  can  have 


no  retiring  or  withdrawing  Place  from  it? 
Indeed,  fome  poor  Souls  make  a  mad 
Eicape  from  under  the  Challenge  of  their 
Confidences ;  they  get  away  from  their 
Keepers  to  more  Excefs  in  Sin,  or  nuke 
fome  vain  Diverfion  to  Company,  and 
other  Things  of  the  World  ;  but  the  End 
thereof  (hail  be  raoreBitternefs,  for  that 
will  not  ftili  deep  within  them,  but  (hall 
awake  upon  them  with  more  Terror,  and 
one  Day  put  them  in  fuch  a  Pofture,  that 
all  the  Comforts  of  the  World  (hall  be 
but  as  a  Drop  of  Water  to  a  Man  in  a 
burning  Fever,  or  as  Oil  to  a  Flame. 
But,  as  I  told  you,  that  is  not  the  great- 
eft  Matter,  to  be  felf-accufed,  and  felf- 
condemned,  if  there  were  not  a  higher 
Tribunal,  ,which  this  Procefs  originally 
flows  from,  one  greater  than  the  Con- 
fcience,  who  fpeaks  to  us  in  his  Word, 
and  hath  written  his  Charge  and  Sentence 
againft  us,  and  this  is  it  which  fets  the 
Soul  moft  on  Edge,  and  it  is  but  the  very 
Apprehenfion  of  that  higher  Judgment, 
which  is  the  Gail  and  Wormwood,  the 
Poifon  of  thefe  Challenges  in  the  Confci- 
ence.  I  would  defire  you  to  look 
upon  this,  and  confider  that  there  is  a 
Sentence  paft  in  the  Word  of  God  upon 
all  your  Aftions,  that  the  Wrath  of  God 
is  revealed  in  the  Scriptures  as  due  to 
you,  however  you  may  flatter  yourfelves 
in  your  Sins,  and  fancy  an  Immunity  from 
Wrath,  tho*  you  live  in  Sin.  I  wi(h  ye 
were  once  perfuaded  of  this,  that  ail  Sin- 
ners muft  once  appear  before  God's  Tri- 
bunal, and  hear  the  righteous  Sentence  of 
the  Duenefi  of  Puniftiment  pronounced  ; 
I  fay,  all  muft  once  appear,  either  to 
hear  and  believe  it,  or  to  fee  it  executed. 
The  Wiflom  of  God  requires,  that  aJl 
Mens  Guilt,  which  is  a  Tranfgreffion  of 
the  Law,  fhould  once  come  to  a  judicial 
Trial  and  Dccttoo  by  the  Law;    and 
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either  this  muft  be  done  in  your  own 
Conferences  here,  that  ye  may  fift  your- 
felves  before  him,  and  uke  with  your 
Sins,  and  humble  ypurfelves  in  his  Sight, 
and  then  the  Matter  is  put  over  upon  a 
Mediator ;  t>r  elfe  you  muft  give  him 
leave,  nay,  he  will  take  leave  to  cite  you 
to  appear,  to  fee  the  Sentence  executed, 
which  was  pronounced,  fince  ye  would 
not  apply  it  to  your  own  Hearts.  O .' 
happy  is  that  Soul  that  anticipates  that 
great  Day  of  final  Judgment,  by  a  previous 
Selfjudgment  and  Self-tryal.  Well  then, 
hath  the  Scriptures  included  all  under 
Sin,  that  all  Men  might  be  guilty,  and 
every  Mouth  fiopt  before  God,  Rom. 
Hi.  19.  What  (hall  we  do  then?  Since 
Righteoufnefs  and  Juftice  is  againft  us, 
who  can  plead  for  us?  It  would  feem 
that  there  could  be  no  relaxing,  no  repeal- 
ing, no  difpenfing  with  this  Law,  at  leaft, 
that  if  there  be  any  Thing  of  that  Kind, 
that  Righteoufnefs  and  Judgment  can  have 
no  Hand  in  it:  Yet;  behold  what  fol 
lows,  fFe  have  an  Advocate*  &c. 
And  an  Advocate's  Office  is  to  fue  out 
the  Client's  Right,  from  Principles  of 
Juftice.  Elfewherc  Cbrift/  harh  the  Office 
of  a  Judge,  here  he  is  an  Advocate  for 
the  Party,  and  both  of  thefe  may  have  a 
comfortable  Confederation :  John  v.  22, 
<fbe  Father  judgeth  none,  but  bath  com- 
mitted all  Judgment  to  the  Son.  And 
yet,  here  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the 
Father,  and  that  it,  with  the  Father  as 
Judge :  Thefe  do  not  crofs  ode  another, 
but  make  out  our  abundant  Confolati- 
on,  that  one  intire  Office  of  our  Saviour 
is  reprefented  under  all  theie  various 
Notions  fuited  to  our  Capacity.  A  Judge 
he  is ;  yea,  his  Tribunal  is  the  htgheft 
and  fupreme,  from  which  there  is  no  Ap- 
peal ;  the  ultimate  Dccifipn  lies  here  of 
ail  Capital,  or  Soul  Cafes  or  Caufes.  >  It 
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is  true,  the  Father  doth  not  wholly  divefl 
himfelf  of  Judgment  and  Authority  in  the 
Matters  of  Life  and  Death,  for  the  Got 
pel  is  his  Contrivance,  as  it  was. the 
Sons,  but  Cbrift  is,  as  it  were,  fubftitut- 
ed  his  Vicegerent,  in  the  Adminiftratioa  ' 
of  the  fecond  Covenant.  You  read  of 
a  preparatory  Tribunal  ere&ed  in  the 
Word  by  God  the  Creator,  that  is,  of 
the  Law  which  condemns  us.  Now, 
fuch  is  the  Mercy  and  Grace,  and  free 
Love  of  God,  that  he  hath  relaxed  that 
Sentence. as  to  the  Perfons,  he  hath  not 
taken  that  Advantage  which  in  Juftice  he 
had  againft  us ;  but  upon  fome  valuable 
Confiderations  hath  committed  to  the  Son 
a  royal  Power  of  prefcribing  new  Law? 
of  Life  and  Death,  and  new  Terms  of 
Salvation ;  and  Cbrift  having,  at  his 
Father  sWtll,  fatisfied  the  Law,  in  what 
it  did  threaten  us,  he  is,  as  it  were,  in 
Compenfation  of  fuch  a  great  Service, 
made  Lord  and  King  both  of  the  dead 
and  living,  Rom.  xiv.  9.  And  att 
tfbittgs  in  Heaven  and  £artb  areghen 
to  bim%  Mat.  xviii.  39*  John  xiii.  3.  And 
therefore,  whatever  Soul  is  aggrieved  un* 
der  the  Accufation  and  Charge  of  the 
Law,  hath  Liberty,  yea,  and  is  called  to 
it,  of  Duty,  to  appeal  unto  this  new  e- 
refted  Tribunal,  where  Cbrift  fits  to  dit 
penfeLife,  according  to  the  Terms  of 
Grace ;  and  he  may  be  flife  the  Father 
will  not  judge  him  according  to  the  Law, 
if  the  Son  abfolve  him  in  the  Gofpel. 

Now,  with  this  it  confifts,  that  he 
who  hath  all  final  Judgment  in  his  Hand, 
yet  he  is  onr  Advocate  in  another  Confi* 
deration,  as  we  CQnfider  God  the  Father 
fitting  upon  the  Tribunal  of  Juftice,  and 
proceeding  according  to  the  Terms  and 
Tenor  of  his  firft  Law,  or  Covenant  of 
Life  and  Death ;  then  Cbrift  comes  in 
with  his  Advocation  for  poor  Sinners, 
Nnna  and 
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and  fuftains  their  Pcrfons,  and  maintains 
their  Caufe,  even  from  the  Principles  of 
Juftice  ;  he  prefents  his  fatisfaftory  Sacri- 
fice, and  pleads  that  we  are  not  to  be 
charged  with  that  Punishment  that  he  hath 
(uttered,  becaufe  he  hath  indeed  fulfilled 
our  legal  Righteoufnefs ;  and  by  thisMeans 
the  Law's  Mouth  is  ftop'd,  which  had 
ftop'd  our  Mouth,  and  th£  Sinner  is  ab- 
fblved,  who  was  found  guilty.  Thus 
you  fee  the  Salvation  and  Abfolution  of 
Believers  is  wonderfully  fecured,  for 
there  is  a  Sentence  for  it  in  the  Court  of 
the  Gofpel,  pronounced  by  the  Son.  But 
left  you  think  he  (hould  ufiirpfuch  an  ab- 
folute  Power,  then  hear,  that  he  is  an 
Advocate  to  plead  out  the  Equity  and 
Juftice  of  it,  before  the  very  Tribunal  of 
the  Law,  that  the  Law  itfdf  being  the 
Rule,  the  Father  himfelf  who  made 
the  Law  being  the  Judge*  the  poor  Soul 
that  flies  unto  him  as  a  Refuge  may  be 
fared,  fince  what  it  craved  of  us  it  gets 
in  him,  and  is  as  fuUy  fatisfied  that  Way, 
as  it  could  have  been  by  us :  Therefore, 
that  fame  Righteoufcefs  which  bids  con- 
demn the  Sinner,  commands  to  favc  the 
Believer  in  Cbrift,  tho'  a  Sinner.  What 
AallaSoul  then  fear?  vobo  Jball  condemn* 
it  is  Cbrift  that  juftifietb,  for  he  is  Judge 
of  Life  and  Death,  and  that  is  much ; 
but  it  is  the  Fatter  that  juftifieth,  and 
that  is  more:  Whatibever  Tribunal  you 
be  cited  unto,  you  may  be  fure.  Is  it 
the  Gofpel?  then  the  Son  is  Judge :  Is  it 
the  Law  ?  then  the  Son  is  Advocate.  He 
will  not  only  give  Life  himfelf,  but  fee 
that  his  Father  do  if,  and  warrand  you 
from  all  Back-hazards.  •  Nay,  before  the 
Matter  (hall  mtfgive,  as  he  comes  down 
from  off  the  Throne,  to  ftand  at  the 
Bar  and  plead  for  Sinners,  who  devolve 
themfelves  upon  him,  fo  be  will  not 
Ijpare,  if  Need  require,  to  degrade  bun* 


felf  further  (if  I  may  fo  fay)  and  of  an 
Advocate  become  a  Supplicant.  And 
truly  he  ceafed  not  in  the  Days  of  his 
Flefli  to  pray  for  us,  with  ftrong  Cries 
and  fears,  Heb.  vii.  And  now  be  lives 
ft  ill  to  make  Inter cejjion  for  us.  He 
can  turn  from  the  Plea  of  Juftice,  to  the 
Interceflion  and  Supplication  of  Mercy, 
and  if  ftrift  Juftice  will  not  help  him; 
yet  Grace  and  Favour  he  is  fure  will  nor 
difappoint  him. 

There  is  a  divine  Contexture  of  Ju- 
ftice and  Mercy  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Man's 
Redemption;  and  there  is  nothing  fo 
much  declares  infinite  Wifdom,  as  the 
Method,  Order,  add  Frame  of  it.  Mer- 
cy might  have  been  (hewed  to  Sinners, 
in  gracious  and  free  Pardon  of  their  Sins, 
and  difpenfmg  with  the  -Puni foment  due 
to  their  Perfons,  yet  the  Lord's  Juftice 
and  Faithftilnefs  in  that  firft  Comminati- 
on,  might  be  wronged  and  difappointed 
by  it,  if  no  Satisfaction  (hould  be  made 
for  fuch  infinite  Offences,  if  the  Law  were 
wholly  jnade  void  both  to  the  Punilhment, 
as  alfo  to  the  Perfon :  Therefore,  in  the 
infinite  Deeps  of  God's  Wifdom  there 
was  a  Way  found  out  to  declare  both 
Mercy  and  Juftice,  to  make  both  to  (hine 
gtoriouily  in  this  Work  ;  and  indeed  that 
is  the  great  Wonder  of  Men  and  Angels, 
fiich  a  Conjunction,  or  Conftellation  of 
divine  Attributes  in  one  Work.  And  in- 
deed,  it  is  only  the  moil  happy  and  fa- 
vourable  AJpeft  that  we  can  behold  the 
divine  Majefty  into.  The  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  lux  v.  expetfs  much  good  from 
this  Conjunction  of  the  ecleftial  Attri- 
butes, and  prognofticks  Salvatidn  to  be 
near  Hand,  and  all  good  Things,  as  the 
immediare  Effect  of  k.  There  is  a 
Meeting  there,  as  it  were,  of  tome  ho- 
nourable Perfonages,  Perfe  10,  n.  as 
are  ia  Heaven ;  The  Meeting  is  firange, 
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if  you  conlider  the  Parties,  Mercy  and 
Zruib>  Rigbteoufnefs  and  Peace ;  if 
Mercy  and  Peace  had  met  thus  friendly, 
it  had  been  lefs  Wonder;  but  it  would 
feem  that  Righteoufnefs  and  Truth  ftiould 

•  ftand  off,  or  meet  only  to  -reafon  and  dif- 
p«te  the  Bufinefs  with  Mercy :  But  here 
is- the  Wonder,  Mercy  and  Zrutb  meets 
in  a  friendly  Manner,  andkiffitb  one  a- 
notber.  There's  a  perfeft  Agreement 
and  Harmony  amongft  them,  about  this 

•  Matter  of  our  Salvation.  There  was  a 
Kind  of  parting  at  Man's  Fall,  but  they 
met  again  at  Chrift's  Birth ;  Here  is  the  • 
uniting  Principle,  Zrutb  fpringing  out  of 
the  Eartb,  becaufe  he  who  is  the  mttb 
and  tbe  Life,  was  to  fpring  out  of  the 
Earth,  therefore  Rigbteoufnefs  will  look 
down  from  Heaven,  and  countenance 
the  Bufinefs,  and  this  will  make  all'  of 
them  to  meet  with  a  loving  Salutation.  - 

Now,  as  dus  was  the  Contexture  of  the 
divine  Attributes  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Re- 
demption ;  lb  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
taketh  upon  turn  .divers  Names,  Offices, 
and  Exercifes,  different*  Fundions  for  us, 
becaufe  he  knoweth  that  his  Father  may 
juftly  exaft  of  Man  perfonal  Satisfaction, 
and  hath  him  at  this  Difadvantage,  and 
that  he  might  have  refufed  to  have  accept- 
ed any  other  Satisfaction  from  another 
Per  (on  ;  .therefore  he  puts  on  the  Habit 
and  Form  of  a  Supplicant  and  Irtterceflbr 
for  us ;  and  lb,  while  he  was  in  die 
Fleih,  be  ceafed  not. to  offer  up  Praters 
and  Supplications  with  flrong  Cries 
and  fears ;  and  he  is  laid  ftill  to  make 
InterceJJion  for  us  \  as  be  learned  O- 
bedience,  tbo  a  Son,  fo  be  learned  to 
be  a  bumble  Supplicant,  tbo*  equal  witb 
God ;  becaufe  our  Claim  depends  wholly 
on  Grace,  he  came  off  the  Bench,  and 
flood  at  the  Bar,  not  only  pleading  but 
fraying  for  tit,  imreating    Favour  and 


Mercy  to  us;  and  then,  he  perfonates 
an  Advocate  in  another  Consideration^ 
and  pleads  upon  Terms  of  Juftice,  that 
we  be  pardoned,  becaufe  hi*  Father  once 
having  accepted  him  in  our  Stead,  he  gave 
a  Satisfaction  in  Value  equal  to  our  Debt, 
and  performed  all  that  we  were  perfonal- 
ly  bound  to :  So  then  you  may  under- 
stand how  it  is  partly  an  Aft  of  Juftice, 
pirtly  an  Aft  of  Mercy  in  God  to  for- 
give* Sin  to  Believers;  tho*  indeed  Mercy 
and  Grace  is  the  predominant  Ingredient,  • 
becaufe  Love  and  Grace  was  the  very  firft* 
Rife;  -and  Spring  of  lending  a  Saviour 
and  Redeemer i  and  fo  the  Original  of 
that  very  Purchafe  and  Prize.  He  freely 
rent  bis  Son,  and  freely  accepted  bm 
in  our  Stead  *,  but  once  Handing  in  our 
Room,  Juftice  craves  that  no  more  be  - 
exafted  of  us,  finct  he  hath  done  the- 
Bufinefs  himfeif. 

A  Sinnerftands  acculed  in  his  own  Coa»" 
Icience,  .and  before  God:  Therefore,  to  * 
the  End  that  we  get  no  Wrong,  there  is 
a  twofold  Advocate  given  us,  one  in  the 
Earth;  in  our  Confidences,  another  in  the 
Heavens  with  God.    Cbrijl  is  gone  up  to 
the  bigheft  Tribunal,  where  tbe  Caufe  re-  - 
ceives  a  definitive  Sentence,  and  there  he 
manageth  it  above;  lb  that  the'  Satan* 
ftiould  obtrude  upon  a  poor  Soul  a  wrong 
Sentence  in  its  own  Conference,  and  bring  . 
down  a  fatfe  and  counterfeit  Aft,  as  it . 
were,  extrafted  out  of  the  Regtfer  of* 
Heaven,  whereby  to  deceive  the   poor* 
Soul,  and  condemn  it  in  itfelf ;  yet  there 
is  no  Hazard  above ;  he  dare  not  appear, 
there,  before  the  higheftv  Court,  for  he 
hath  already  fuccumb'd  on  Earth.  >  When 
Cbrift  was  here,   tbe ■*  Prince  of  tbe 
fPprld  was  judged  and  cafi  out,  and 
fo  he  will  never  once  put  in  an  Accufati- 
on  into  Heaven,  becaufe  he  knoweth  our . 
faithful  Advocate  is  there*  where  nothing 
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can  pafi  without  his  Knowledge  and  Con- 
tent. And  this  is  a  great  Comfort  that 
all  inferior  Sentences  in  thy  perplexed 
Confcience.  which  Satan,  thro' Violence, 
hath  impc&d  upon  thee,  are  rescinded 
above  in  die  higheft  Court,  and  foall  not 
find  to  thy  Prejudice,  whoever  thou  be 
that  defires  to  fbrfake  Sin,  and  come  to 
[JtfuCMfi. 

But  how  doth  Chrift  plead?  Can  he 
plead  us  not  guilty  ?  Can  he  excufe;  or 
defend  our  Sins?  No,  that  is  not  the 
Way »  that  Accufarion  of  the  Word  and 
%jm  agiinft  us  is  confefled,  is  protest  all 
u  undeniably  clear;  but  he  pleads  fatiafr 
ed*  tbo'  gMUty ;  he  preTems  his  fiuisftfto- 
*y  Sacrifice,  and  the  Savour  of  that  per- 
fumes Hea?en,  and  padfieth  id.  He 
flwws  GW*  Bond*  and  DUchttge  of  the 
Jlrteipt  of  the  Sum  of  *ur  Debt,  afld 
thus  is  he  cleared,  and  We  abfolved. 
Therefore  I  defife  you,  whoever  you 
art  that  in  chtllertged  for  Sin,  and  the 
Tranferfeffion  of  the  Law,  if  ye  would 
litre  *  folk!  Way  of  SaaafWfcion  and 
Feate  to  your  Cotdciences,  take  With 
-your  Gufttineff;  plead  not  not  guilty  \ 
*d»  not  eacuft,  or  cKenutoe,  but  aggta- 
t*4  yodt  Quilt ;  my,  in  ttfts  you  may 
help  .Satan/  accUfe  yourfeltes*  and  fty, 
that  yon  tftoW  more  Brit  in*  yourfelvef 
than  H*  dotty  and  Open  that  up  before 
God.\  bdf  in  the  mean  Time  conflder 
how  h  is  mahaged  above ;  ptead  thou  at 
ifiviatisfied  lit  Cbtifii  thtf  guilty  i  and 
,lb  thou  may  fijr  to  thy  Accufer,  if  thou 
haft  any  Thing  to  otyrft  afcainft  me,  whf 
I  may  not  be  ftved,  tho'  ft  Smn*r,  thou 
muft  gOupto  tbeMgheftTribunkl  IDpro» 
;pooe  it,  thou.muft  come  before  my  judge 
arid  Advocate above;  but,  forafmuoh  as 
•  thou  doft  not  appear  there,  it  is  but  a 
lie,  ami  a  mUfdfering  Life.  / 

J*W,  lK*ii  the  Way  that  the  Spirit 
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advocates  for  us  in  our  Confriences, 
John  xiv.  and  xv.  16.  W^'aAar®-,  it 
is  rendered  here  advocate,  there  Com- 
forter t  both  firit  well,  and  may  be  con- 
joined in  one,  and  given  to  both,  for 
both  are  comfortable  Advocates,  Cbrijt 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Spirit  with  us. 
drift  is  gon£  above  for  it,  and  he  fent 
\bcjSpirit  in  hU  Staid.  As  God  h*th  a 
Deputy-judge  in  Man,  that  is,  Man's 
Confidence,  fo  the  Son  our  Advocate 
with  God,  hath  a  Deputy-advocate  to 
plead  the  Caufe  in  our  Confidence  ;  and 
this  he  doth,  partly  by  opening  up  the 
£Grimre$  to  us,and  making  us  under&and 
the  ^iMty  of  Salvation  in  them,  partly 
manifofting  his  own  Works,  and  God  • 
Gifts  in  us,  by  a  fiiperadded  light  of  Te* 
fiimony,  and  partly  by  comforting  us  a- 
gainft  all  outward  and  inward  Sorrows. 
Sometimes  he  pleads  with  the  Soul  againft 
Satan,  not  guilty,  for  Satan  is  a  flande- 
rou*  and  a  falfe  Accufer,  and  cares  not 
ralummdri  fortiter  ut  aliquid  b<trcat% 
to  caKrtnniate  ftoutly,  and  he  knoweth 
ibmethifig  will  ftick.  He  will  not  only 
objeft  known  Siba  and  Tranfereflions 
of  the  Law,  Ut  his  Manner  U,  to  caft  a 
Mift  upon  the  Eye  of  the  Sobl,  and 
darken  all  its  Graces,  and  then  he  brings 
forth  Ms  Frocefs,  that  they  have  no 
Grace,  no  Fahh  in  Chrift,  no  Love  to 
God,  no  Sorrow  Cor  Sid :  In  foch  a 
Cafe  as  the  Spirit*  Oftec  to  plead  it 
txit  to  our  Cbntcienees,  that  we  are  not 
totally  guilty,  as  we  are  charged;  ano}. 
this  is  not  fo  much  a  clearing  of  our- 
felves,  as  a  Vindication  of  the  free  Gifts 
of  God,. which  1/  under  his  Afperfion 
and  Reproach:  Indeed,  if  there  be  a 
great  Strefi  here,  and  for  wife  Reafons 
the  iQ*rif  forbear  to  plead  out  this  Point, 
but  fejve*  poor  Soui  to  puddle  it  out  a- 
lone*  aod  fctapt  to  Evidences  together 
"rV--  in 
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in  the  Dark :  I  fay,  if  thou  find  this  too 
hard  for  thee  to  plead  not  guilty,  then 
my  Advice  is,  that  ye  wave  and  fufpend 
that  Queftion,  yield  it  not  wholly/  but 
rather  leave  it  entire,  and  do  as  if  it 
were  not.  Suppofe  that  Article  and 
Point  were  gained  againft  thee,  what 
would  thcu.  do  next  ?  Certainly;  thou 
muft  fay,  I  would  then  feelc  Grace  and 
Faith  from  Him  who  giveth  liberally, 
I  would  then  labour  to  receive  Cbrift  in 
the  Promifes ;  I  fay,  do  that  now,  and 
thou  taketh  a  (hort  and  compendious 
Way  io  win  thy  Caufe,  and  overcome 
Satan;  let  that  be  thy  Study,  and  be 
bath  done  with  it. 


But  in  any  Challenge  about  the  Tranf- 
grefllon  of  the  Law,  or  Defert  of  eternal 
Wrath,  the  Spirit,  muft  not  plead  not 
guilty,  for  thou  muft  tonfefs  that,  but  in 
as  far  as  he  driveth  at  a  further  Conclufi- 
on,  to  drive  thee  away  from  Hope  and 
Confidence,  to  Defpondency  of  Spirit, 
in  fo  far  the  Spirit  clears  up  unto  the 
Confcience  that  this  doth  no  ways  fol- 
low from  that  Confeffion  of  Guiltinefs, 
fince  there  is  a  Saviour  that  hath  fata* 
fled  for  it,  and  invites  all  to  come 
and  accept  him  for  their  Lord  and 
Saviour. 


SERMON    XXVI. 


i  John  iL  u We  have  an  Advocate  with  the  father, 

Jefus  Chrift  the  Righteous.  - 


•T1  HERE  is  no  Settlement  to  the  Spirit 
-L  of  a  Sinner  that  is  once  touched 
with  the  Senfe  of  his  Sins,  and  Appre 
henfion  of  the  Juftice  and  Wrath  of  God, 
but  in  fome  clear  and  difttaft  Under- 
ihnding  the  Grounds  of  Coofolation  in 
the  Gofpel,  and  the  Method  of  Salvation 
revealed  in  it.  There  is  no  folid  Peace- 
giving  Anfwer  to  the  Challenges  of  the 
Law,  and  thy  own  Confcience,  but  in 
the  Advocation  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  the  Sa- 
viour of  Sinners ;  and  therefore  the  A- 
poftle  propones  it  here  for  tjie  Comfort 
of  Believers,  who  are  incident  to  be  fur* 
prized  thro*  the  Suddennefs  of  Sin,  and 
often  deceived  by  the  Subulty  of  Satan, 


whofe  Souls Defires,  andfincere  Ends* 
vours  are,  to  be  kept  frpm  Iniquity ;  aad 
therefore  they  are  made  to  groan  witjaia 
themfelves,  and  fometimes  ladly  to  con- 
clude againft  themfelves,  upon  the  pre- 
vailing of  Sin.  Here  is  the  Cordial 
I  fay,  he  pretests  to  them  Jefus  Cbrift 
(landing  before  the  Bar  of  Heaven,  a*d 
pleading  his  Satisfa&on  in  the  Name  of 
fuch  Souls,  and  fo  fairing  forth  an  Ex- 
emption and  Dilcharge  for  them  from 
their  Sins  ;  fo  he  prefents*  us  with  ti* 
moft  comfortable  Afpeft,  Cbrift  ftanding 
between  us  and  Jufticdt  die  Mediator  uy> 
ter pofed  between  us  an)  the  Futker,  to 
there  caj>  come  no  Harm  to  fuch  poor 

Sinners, 
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Sinners,  except  it  come  through  his  Sides 
fir  ft,  and  no  Sentence  can  pafs  againft 
them*  tinlefs  he.fuccumb  in  his  righteous 
Caufein  Heaven. 

The  Strength  of  Chrift's  Advocation 
for  Believers  conMs  partly  in  his  Qua- 
lification for  the  Office*  partly  in  tht 
Ground  and  Foundation  of  his  Caufe. 
His  Qualification  we  have  in  this  Verie, 
the  Ground  and  Foundation  of  his  Plead- 
iijg  in  the  next  Verfe,  in  that  be  is  a  Pro- 
pitiation for  our  Sins,  and  upon  this 
reiy  Ground  his  Advocation  is  both  juff 
and  effectual. 

Every  Word  holds  out  fome  Fitnefi, 
and  therefore  every  Word  drops  out  Con- 
ization to  a  troubled  Soul.  [With  the 
.Father,]  fpeaks  out  the  Relation  he  and 
tv&ihnd  in  to  the  Judge ;  he  hath  not  to 


imagine   that  he   cannot  but  repel  and 
put  back  our  Petitions,  and  therefore  we 
have  not  the  Boldnefs  to  offer  them ;  yet 
he  ceafeth  not  to  be  our  Father  and 
Cbrift's  Father  ;  and  if  ye  would  have 
the  Character  of  a  Father,    look  Jer. 
mi.  1 8.  how  he  Hands  affected  towards 
aftiamed  and  confounded  Epbraim,  bow 
bis  Bowels  move,  and  bis  CompaJJions 
yearn  towards  bim,    as  bis  pleafant 
Child.    The  Truth  is,  in  fuch  a  Cafe  in 
which  we  are  Captives  againfi  our  Will, 
and  Humble  againft  our  Purpofe,  be  pi- 
ties us  as  a  Father  dotb  bis  Children, 
knowing  that  we  are  but  Duftand  Graft] 
Pfal.  ciii.  13,  14,  15,  16.  17.    See  the* 
excellent  and  fweet  Application  of  this 
Relation,  by  the  Pfalmift,  if  it  ftir  him. 
it  ftirs  up  rather  the  Affection  of  Pity, 


do  with  an  auftere  and  rigid  Judge,  that  I  than  the  Paflion  of  Anger:  He  pities  his 
is  implacable  and  unfatisfiabte,  who  will  I  poor  CWkJ,when  he  cries  out  of  Violence 


seeds  adhere  peremptorily  to  the  Letter 
of  the  Law,  for  then  we  (hould  be  all  un-' 
done.   If  there  were  not  fome  paternal 
Affection,    and  fatherly   Clemency   and 
Moderation  in  the  Judge,  if  he  were  not 
lb  difpofed,  as  to  make  fome  candid  Inter- 
pretation upon  it,  and  in  fome  Manner 
to  relax  the  Sentence,  as  to  our  perfonal 
Suffering,  we  coaJd  never  ftand  before 
•him,  nor  needed  any  Advocate  appear 
for  us :  But  here  is  the  great  Comfort, 
he  is  Obri/l's  Father  and  our  Father, 
fo  himfelf  told  us,  John  xx.    17.  I  go  to 
my  Fatber  and  your  Father,   and  my 
God  and  your  God.    And  therefore  we 
may  be  periiiaded  that  he  will  not  take 
•Advantage,  even  that  he  hath  in  Jufticeof 
11s,  and  tho*  we  be  apprehenfive  of  bis 
•Anger,  in  our  Failings  and  Offences,  and 
tthis  makes  us  often  to  be  both  afraid  and 
.afhamed  to  come  to  him,  meafuring  him 
-after  the  Manner  of  Men,  who  are  foon 
angry,  and  often  implacably  angry  ;  we 


and  Oppreffion.    And  therefore,  there  if 
great  Hopes  that  'onr  Advocate  Jejus 
Cbrift  (ball  prevail  in  his  Suits  for  us. 
becaufe  he,  with  whom  he  deals,    the 
Father,  he  loves  him,  and  loves  us,  and 
will  not  ftarid  upon  rtri&  Terms  of  Ju- 
itice,  but  rather  attemper  all  with  Mercy  * 
and  Love.    He  will  certainly  hear  his  ' 
weft  beloved  Son,  for  in  him  be  is  well 
pleafed',  bis  Soul  refts  and  takes  Com* 
plaeency  in  him,  and  /or  his  Sake  he 
adopts  us  to  be  his  Children^  and  there- 
fore  he  will  both  hear  him  in  our  Behalf, 
and  our  JPrayers  too,  for  his  Names 
Sake. 

.But  this  is  fiiperadded  to  qualify  our 
Advocate,  be  is  the  drift  of  God,  a- . 
noioted  for  this  very  Purpofe,  and  fo  hath 
a  fair  and  lawful  Calling  to  this  Office, 
be  takes  not  this  Honour  to  himfelf 
but  was  called  thereto  of  bis  Fatber, 
Heb.  v.  4.  As  lie  did  not  make  himfelf  * 
*Prieft,  fa  he  did  not  intrude  upon  the 
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Advocatejbip,  but  be  tbatfald,  1doh__ 
art  my  Son,  called  him  to  it.  If  a  Mao 
had  never  fo  great  Ability  jo  plead  in  the 
Law,  yet,  except  he  be  licentiate  and  gra- 
duate, he  may  not  take  upon  him  to  plead 
t  Caufe.  But  our  Lordjefus  hath  both 
Skill  and  Authority,  be  bath  both  the 
Ability  and  the  Office,  was  not  a  Self- 
intruder  or  Ufurper.  but  the. Council  of 
Heaven  did  licentiate  him,  and  graduate 
him  for  the  whole  Office  of  Mediator* 
flip:  In  which  there  is  the  greateft  Stay 
and  Support  for  a  finking  Soul,  to  know 
that  all  this  Frame  and  Fabrick  of  the 
Gofpel  was  contrived  by  God  tbe  Father, 
and  that  he  is  Mailer-builder  in  it  \  fince 
it  is  fo,  there  can  nothing  controul  it  or 
(hake  it,  fince  it  is  the  very  Will  of  God, 
with  whom  we  have  to  do,  that  a  Me- 
diator fhould  ftand  between  him  and  us: 
And  fince  he  hath  fuch  a  Mind  to  clear  poor 
Souls*  that  be  freely  chufeth  and  giveth 
them  an  able  Advocate,  it  is  a  great 
Token  that  he  hath  a  Mind  to  fave  as 
many  as  come  and  fiibmk  to  Urn,  and 
•hat  he  is -ready  to  pardon,  when  he  pre- 
pares 4b  fit  an  Advocate  for  us,  and  hath 
not  left  us  alone  to  plead  our  own 
Cade. 

But  the  anointing  of  Chrift  for  it,  im- 
plies both  fvp<t+up  and  f£«Mr,  potential* 
&  poteftatem,  the  GiftsYor  it  as  well  as 
tbe  Authority,  and  the  Ability  as  well  as 
the  Office ;  for  God  hath  Angularly  qua- 
lified him  for  it,  given  him  tbe  Spirit  a* 
hove  Meafure,  IU.  bri.  i.  He  received 
Gifts  not  only  to  diftribute  to  Men,*ut 
to  excrcifefbr  Men,  and  tbeir  Advan» 
tage%  Pftl.  l*viii.  rS.  And  therefore 
die  Father  ieems  to  interefs  himfelf  in 
the  Caufe  as  it  were  his  own,  he  fiirnilh: 
eth  our  Advocate*  as  if  it  we*e  to  plead 
the  Caufe  of  his  own  jufifcg  agatnft  us, 
he  uphold/  and  ftrengtbens  Chrift  in 


our  Caufe,  asrealQ  as  if  it  were  hit 
own,  Ua.  xlii.  i,6.  which  exprefleth  to 
us  tbe  admirable  Harmony  ami  Confent 
of  Heaven  to  the  Salvation  of  as  man? 
a*  make  Chrift  their  Refuge,  and  defire 
not  to  live  in  Sin ;  tho'  they  be  oftea 
foiled,  yet  their  is  no  Hazard  of  tbe  Fail- 
ing of  their  Caule  above,  becaufe  out 
Advocate  huh  both  excellent  Skill,  an* 
undoubtable  Authority. 

Tea,  he  is  fo  fully  qualified  for  this,  that 
he  is  called  Jejus  the  Saviour,  he  is  foch 
an  Advocate,  chat  he  fact  all  he  pleads 
for.  The  beft  Advocate  may  lofe  the 
Caufe,  either  thro'  the  Weaknefi  of  itfeft 
or  tbe  Iniquity  of  the  Judge,  but  he  is  the 
Advocate  and  tbe  Saviour,  that  never 
fuccumbed  in  his  Undertaking  for  any 
Soul,  be  tbeir  Sins  never  fo  hainous, 
their  Accutadon  never  fo  juft  and  true, 
their  Accuier  never  fo  powerful,  yet  they 
who  put  their  Caufe  in  his  Hand,  who 
flee  in  hither  for  Refuge,  being  wearied 
of  the  Bondage  pf  Sin  and  Satan,  he  hath 
fuch  a  Prevalence  with  tbe  Father,  that 
.their  Caufe  cannot  mifcarry ;  even  when 
Juftke  iifelf  ieems  to  be  the  oppofit* 
Party,  yet  he  hath  fuch  marvelous  Succefs 
in  his  Oflfce.  that  Juftice  {ball  rather 
meet  amicably  with  Mercy  and  Peace, 
and  faiute  them  kindly,  Pftl.  lxxxv. 
io,  it.  as  being  fatisfied  by  him,  than 
he  come  fhort  in  his  Undertaking. 

But  there  is  another  perfonal  Qualifica- 
tion needful,  or  all  fhould  be  in  vain, 
Jefus  tbe  Righteous.  If  he  were  not 
righteous  in  himfelf,  he  had  need  of  an 
Advocate  for  himfelf,  and  might  nor 
plead  for  Sinners ;  but  he  is  Righteous 
and  Holy*  no  Guile  found  in  hU 
Mouth,  without  Sin,  an  unblamable 
and  unfpotted  High  Prieft,  elfe  he 
could  not  mediate  fir  others,  and  fuch 
an  Advocate  too,  effe  he  could  mt 
O  o  o  plead 
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plead  f'or  otvers,  Heb.  vii.  26.  As 
this  pTiefteJ  his  Sacrifice,  that  he  offer- 
ed rut  for  his  own  Sins,  neither  needed 
he, I")  this ccmpleats  his  Advocatelhip, and 
gives  it  a  mighty  Influence  for  his  poor 
Clients,  that  he  needs  nor  plead  fur  him* 
felf.  If  then  the  Law  cannor  attach  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  can  lay  no  Claim 
to  him,  or  Charge  againft  him,  then  cer- 
tainly all  that  he  did  behoved  to  be  for 
others,  and  lb  he  Hands  in  a  good  Ca- 
pacity to  plead  for  us  before  the  Father, 
and  to  fue  out  a  Pirdon  to  us,  tho' 
Guilty  ;  for  if  the  Juft  was  delivered 
for  the  Unju/l,  and  the  Righteous  Jut  - 
fered  for  the  Unrighteous,  much  more 
is  it  confident  with  the  Juftice  of  the  Fa- 
ther, to  deliver  and  fave  the  Unrighteous 
and  unjuft  Sinner,  for  the  righteous  Ad- 
vocate's Sake,  If  ye  feek  me,  then  let 
thefe  go  free,  faith  he,  John  xviii.  8. 
So  he  in  Effect  pleads  with  God  his  Fa- 
tber,  O  Father,  if  thou  deal  with  me 
the  righteous  One,  as  with  an  unrighte- 
ous Man,  then,  in  all  Reafon  and  Ju- 
flice,  thou  muft  deal  with  my  poor  Cli- 
ents, tho'  unrighteous,  as  with  righteous 
Men.  If  Juftice  thought  (he  did  me  no 
Wrong  to  puni(h  me  the  Righteous, 
then  let  it  nor  be  thought  a  Wrong  ro 
Juftice  to  pardon,  ablblve,  and  juftify 
the  Unrighteous. 

Now,  if  he  be  fo  righteous  a  Perfon, 
it  follows  neceflarily,  that  he  hath  a  righ- 
teous Caufe,  for  an  honeft  Man  will  not 
advocate  for  an  unjuft  Caufe.  But,  how 
can  the  Caufe  of  Believers  be  faid  to  be 
Righteous,  when  Juftice  itfelf,  and  the 
Law,  indicts  the  Accufauon  againft  them? 
Can  they  plead  Not  guilty?  Or  he  for 
them  ?  There  is  a  twofold  Righteoufnefi, 
in  relation  to  a  twofold  Rule,  a  Righte- 
oufnefs  of  ftrift  Juftice,  in  relation  to 
the  firii  Covenant  °,  and  this  cannot  be 


pleaded,  that  our  Caufe  is  exaftly  con- 
formable to  the  Covenant  of  Works  ;  we 

I  cannot,  nor  Chrift  in  our  Name,  plead 
any  Thing  from  that,  which  holds  fortii 
nothing  but  perfbnal  Obedience,  or  eife 
perfonal  Satisfaction.  But  yet,  our  Caufe 
may  be  found  to  be  Righteous,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fecond  Covenant,  and  the 
Rule  and  Terms  of  it,  in  as  far  *s  God 
[nth  revealed  his  Acceptance  of  a  Surety 
in  our  Stead,  and  hath  Jifpenfed  with  the 
Rkour  of  the  Law,  according  to  that 
new  Law  of  Grace  and  Rigbteoufnefs 
contempered  together.  The  Caufe  of 
a  defperate  loft  Sinner  may  fuftain  before 
the  righteous  Judge ;  and  it  is  upon  this 
new  Account  that  he  pleads  for  us,  be- 
caufe  he  hath  fatisfied  in  our  Stead ;  and 
now  it  is  as  righteous,  and  equitable  with 
God,  to  (hew  Mercy  and  Forgivenefi 
to  believing  Sinners,  as  it  is  to  reveal 
Wrath  and  Anger  againft  impenitent 
Sinners. 

I  know  there  will  be  fome  fecret  Whif- 
perings  in  your  Hearts  upon  the  Hearing 
of  this.  Oh  J  'tis  true,  'tis  a  moft  comfort- 
able Thing  for  them  whofe  Advocate  be 
is ;  there  is  no  Fear  of  the  Mifcarrying 
of  their  Caufe  above ;  but  as  for  me\  I 
know  not  if  he  be  an  Advocate  for  me,  whe- 
ther I  may  come  into  tha  Sentence,  fPc 
have  an  Advocate,  &c.  I  confefs  it 
is  true,  he  is  not  an  Advocate  for  every 
one,  for  while  he  was  here,  be  prayed 
not  for  the  World,  but  them  that  were 
given  him  out  of  the  World,  John  xvii. 
much  more  will  he  not  plead  for  the 
World,  when  he  is  above.  He  is  rather 
witneffing  againft  the  unbelieving  World. 
But  yet,  I  believe  his  Advocation  is  not 
reftrained  only  to  them  that  actually  be- 
lieve, as  neither  his  Supplication  was, 
John  xviL    But  as  he  prayed  for  them 

I  who  (hould  hewafier  believe,  fo  be  mil 
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pleads  for  all  the  Eleft,  not  only  to  pro- 
cure  Remiflion  to  ihe  Penitent,  but  Re- 
pentance to  the  Impenitent.  There  is 
one  notable  Effeft  of  the  Advocation  and 
Interceflion  of  Cbrift,  which  indeed  is 
common  to  the  World,  but  particularly 
intended  for  the  Elea,  that  is,  the  prefent 
Sufpenfion  of  the  Execution  of  the  Curfe 
of  the  Law,  by  Virtue  whereof  there  is 
Liberty  to  offer  the  Gofpel,  and  all 
Sinners  to  Repentance*  No  Queftton, 
the  Sparing  of  the  World,  the  Forbearance 
and  Long-fuffering  of  God  toward  Sin- 
ners, is  the  Refult  and  Fruit  of  our 
Lord's  Intercqffion  and  advocation 
in  Heaven,  and  So  even  the  Eleft  have 
the  Benefit  of  it  before  they  believe ; 
but  it  is  fo  provided,  that  they  (hall 
never  fenfibly  know  this,  nor  have  any 
fpecial  Comfort  from  it,  till  they  be- 
lieve, and  fo .  Chrift  doth  not  plead  for 
Pardon  to  their  Sins  till  they  repent. 
He  pleads  ev«n  before  we  repent,  but 
we  cannot  know  it,  yet  he  pleads  not 
that  Pardon  be  beftowed  before  they  re- 
pent, and  fo  the  faving  Efficacy  of  his 
Advocation  is  peculiar  and  proper  in  the 
Application  to  believing  Souls. 

Now,  confider  (I  fey)  whether  or  not 
thou  be  one  that  finds  the  Power  of  that 
Perfuafion,  My  little  Children,  I  write  to 
you  that  ye  Jin  not,  &c.  Can  thou  unfeign- 
edly  fay,  that  'tis  the  Defire  and  Endeavour 
of  thy  Soul  not  to  Jin,  and  that  thou  art 
perfuaded  to  this,  not  only  fromtht  Fear 
and  Terror  of  God.  but  efpecialiy  from 
his  Mercy  and  Goodnefs  in  the  Gofpel; 
this  is  one  Part  of  the  Character  of  fuch 
as  Chrift's  Advocation  is  actually  extend- 
ed to.  Moreover,  being  furprized  with 
Sin,  and  overcome  *belide  thy  Purpofe, 
and  againft  thy  Defire,  doft  thou  appre- 
hend Sin  as  thy  greateft  Mifery,  and  ar- 
raign thyfelf  before  the  Tribunal  of  God, 


or  art  thou  attached  in  thy  own  Con* 
(cience,  and  the  Law  pleaded  againft  thee; 
before  the  Bar  of  thy  own  Confidence^ 
then,  I  lay,  according  to  this  Scripture, 
thou  art  the  Soul  unto  whom  this  Comfort 
belongs,  thou  art  called  of  God  to  decide 
the  Controverfy  in  thy  qwn  Confidence, 
by  flying  up,  and  appealing  to  that  higher 
Tribunal,  where  Cbrift  is  Advocate* 
thou  may  fafely  give  over,  and  truft  thy 
Caufe  to  torn.  - 

But  on  the  other  Hand,  O,  how  deplo- 
rable and  irremedilefs  is  the  Condition 
of  thefe  .Souls  who  have  no  Caufe  of 
this  Kind  fated  within  their  own  Con- 
fcience,  who  are  not  puriued  by  Satan 
and  Sin,  but  rather,  at  Peace  with  them, 
amicably  agreeing  with  them,  adting  their 
Lufts  and  Will.  You  who  have  no 
Bonds  upon  you,  to  reftrain  you  from 
Sin,  neither  the  tfemr  of  the  Lord  per* 
fuadeth  you,  nor  the  Love  of  Cbritt 
conftrains  you  \  you  cat  be  kept  from 
no  beloved  Sin,  nor  prefled  to*ny  fetious 
and  ipiritual  Labour  in  God's  Service, 
and  then,  when  you  (in,  you  have  no 
Accufer  within,  or  fuch  an  one  as  you 
fiipprefi,  and  fiifiers  not  to.plead  it  out 
againft  you,  or  cite  you  before  God'f 
Tribunal.  I  (ay  unto  you,  and  alas! 
many  of  you  are  fuch,  you  do  not,  you 
cannot  know,  that  you  have  an  Intereft 
in  this  Advocate.  You  can  Jiave  no  Be-  ' 
nefit  nor  favingqAdvantage  from  Chrift's 
Pleading,  while  you  remain  thus  in  your 
Sins.  Alas!  poor  Souls,  what  will  ye 
do  ?  Can  you  manage  your  own  Caufe  a- 
lone  ?  Though  you  defraud  and  deceive 
your  own  Confciences  now,  tho'  ye  offer 
Violence  to  them,  do  ye  think  fo  to 
carry  it  above  ?  Nay,  perfuade  yourfel ves, 
you  muft  one  Day  appear,  and  none  to 
(peak  for  you ;  God  your  Judge,  your 
Confdence  your  Accufer,  and  Satan  your 
Oqos  Tor- 
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Tormentor  ftancfing  by;  and  then,  Woe 
to  Mm  chat  U  alone,  when  the  Advocate 
become*  Judge ;  in  that  Day  bleft  are  all 
thofe  that  hare  trufted  in  him,  and  tiled 


him  formerly  as  an  Advocate  againft  Sia 
and  Satan:  But  Woe  to  them  for  ever., 
who  would  never  fuffer  (his  Caufe  to  be 
pleaded,  while  there  was  an  Advocate 


SERMON    XXVII. 

I.John  il  a.  And  he  it  the  Propitiation,  Sec. 


HERE  is  the  Strength  of  Chrift's 
Plea,  and  Ground  of  his  Advoca- 
tion, that  be  is  the  Propitiation.  The 
Advocate  is  the  PHeft,  and  the  Prieft 
is  the  Sacrifice ;  and  fuch  Efficacy  this 
Sacrifice  hath,  that  the  Propidatory-facri- 
fice  may  be  called  the  very  Propitiation* 
and  Pacification  for  Sin.  Here  i§  the 
Marrow  of  the  Goipel,  and  thefe  are  the 
BreaAs  of  ConfoUckm,  which  my  poor 
Shiner  might  draw  by  Faith,  and  bring 
cutSoul-refrefliment:  But  truly,  it  comes 
not  out,  but  by  drawing,  and  there  is 
nothing  fit  for  that  but  the  Heart,  that 
alone  can  fock  out  of  thefe  Breafls  the 
MilkofConfclaoon.  The  Well  of  Sal- 
ration  in  the  Word  is  deep,  and  many 
of  you  have  nothing  to  draw  with,  you 
jrant  the  Bucket  that  ftoaid  be  let  down, 
tint  is,  the  aflfeAkmate  Meditation  and 
Confideraooa  of  the  Heart ;  and  there- 
fore, you  go  away  empty.  You  come 
full  of  other  Cares,  and  Defires,  and  De- 
lights, no  empty  Room  in  your  Hearts 
for  this,  no  Soul-longings,  and  Thirftings 
after  the  Rigbteoufkefs  mqf  God;  and 
therefore,  you  return  as  yon  came,  Impty 
of  all  fi)M  and  true  Refreftment.  Oh, 
that  we  «oukj  draw  it  forth  to  you,  and 


then  drop  it  into  your  Hearts,  and  make 
it  defcend  into  your  Consciences. 

In  thefe   Words,   you  may  confider 
more  <fiftinftly,  who  this  is,  and  then, 
f  for  whom  he  is  made  a  Sacrifice,  and 
^withal,  the  Efficacy  of  this  Sacrifice,,  and 
the  Sufficiency.     Who   i*  this,  is  poin- 
ted out  as  whh  the  Finger,  (He  is)  that 
it,  Jejks  Cbrift  the  Righteous.     The 
Apoftle  demonftrates  him  at  a  remarkable 
Perfon,  as  in  his  Evangel,  the  Baptijt 
doth.    Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  wbick 
taketb  away  the  Sins  of  the  World. 
And  the  Church,  If  a,  lxiii.  i.  taketb  a 
fpeciai  Notice  of  this  Perfon.    Who  is 
this  that  cmetbfrvm  Edom*  And  that 
which  maketh  him  Jo  remarkable,  is  his 
ftrange  Habit,  after  the  treading  the 
Wme-prefs  of  Wrath  alone,  that  he 
was  jnade  a  bloody  Sacrifice  to  pacify 
God ;  and  to  (hew  you  how  notable  a 
Perfon  he  is,  he  is  fignaliy  and  equnently 
pointed  out  by  the  Father,  Jffa.  ilii.  i. 
Behold  my   Servant,  &c.     as   if  he 
would  have  the  Eyes  of  all  Men  fixed 
upon  him,  with  Wbnder   and  Admira- 
tion ;  and  for  tins  End,  he  fingled  him 
out  from  the  Multitude,  by  a  Voice  from 
Heaven,  which  testified  unto  him  par* 

ticularfo 


upon  the  fir fl  Epifile  of John  ii.  2, 
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ticuiarly,  SfttV  is  wj~  t^lf  Beloved  Son; 
bear  him.  Therefore  the  Apoftlt  had 
Reafon  to  fay,  %Cor.  v.  14.  That  be 
Is  One  for  all,  £>  notable  an  One,  that 
he  may  fenrc  for  all.  He  (lands  in  more 
Value  in  the  Count  of  God,  than  all 
Mankind.  All  Creatures  are  Cyphers, 
which  being  never  fo  much  multiplied 
come  to  nothing,  amount  not  beyond 
nothing,  but  fet  him  before  them,  put 
Cbrift  on  the  Head  of  thira,  and  he 
fignifies  more  than  they  all  do,,  and  gives 
them  all  fomc  Eftimatiori  in  the  Count. 
And  fo  they  (land  in  PauTs  Calculation, 
Pbil.  iii.  which  he  makes  with  very  great 
Afliirance  and.  Confidence,  Tea,  doubt- 
lefs  I  count  all  Dung,  but  the  fuper- 
excellent  Knowledge  of  Cbrift.  Cbrift 
if  only  the  Figure  that  hath  Signifi- 
cation, and  gives  Signification  10  other 
Things. 

But  in  this  Bufinefs,  the  Confideration 
of  the  Ferfons  interefled,  (be  and  us) 
maketh  us  behold  a  great  Emphafis  to 
the  Gofpel ;  He  a  Propitiation,  and 
that  for  our  Sins,  is  a  ftrange  Com- 
bination of  Wonders.  If  it  had  been 
1  feme  other  Ferfon  lefs  diftant  from  us, 
that  were  thus  given  for  "us,  and  Handing 
in  our  Room,  then  we  (hould  have  bet- 
ter understood  the  Exchange.  Things 
of  like  Worth,  to  be  thus  (hufled  to- 
gether, and  ftand  in  one  anothers  Place, 
is  not  fo  ftrange :  But  between  the  Per 
Ions  mentioned,  bim  and  us,  there  is 
fuch  an  infinite  Diftance,  that  it  is  won- 
derful, how  the  one  defends  to  the 
Room  of  the  other,  to  become  a  Sacri- 
ice  for  us.  O,  that  we  could  opreft 
this  to  our  own  Hearts,  with  all  the 
Emphafls  that  it  hath ;  He  tbe  Lord, 
and  tec  the  Servants ;  be  tbe  King, 
and  tor  the  poor  Beggars ;  be  tbe  Bright- 
ntfs  ofbis  father's -Glory,  aod  we  th* 


Shame  and  Ignominy  of  the  whole  Cre* 
arionv  be  counting  it  no  Robbery  to  be 
equal  ixitb  God,  and  being. in  tbe  Form 
of  God,  and  we  not  equal  to  the  worft 
of  Creatures  becaufc  of  Sin,  and  being, 
in  the  Form  of  Devils.    Had  it  been  a 
holy  and  righteous  Man  for  Sinners,  it 
had  been  a  ftrange  enough  Exchange; 
but  be  is  not  only  boly  and  barmlefs, 
but  bigber  tban  tbe  Heavens.    O,  what 
a  vail  Defcent  was  this,  from  Heaven 
to  Earth*  from  a  Lord  to  a  Servant, 
from  an  eternal  Spirit  to  mortal  Flelh* 
from  God  to  Creatures ;.  and.to  defcend 
thus  far  tor  (ucH  Perfon*  nor  only  tin. 
worthy  in  tbemfelves,  fuch  as  could  not 
conciliate  any, Liking,  but  fuch  as  might 
procure  Loathing,  as  is  defcribed,  EzdL 
xvi.  and  .Rem.  v.  6.  and  iPet.  iii.  xS: 
fFbite  we  were  Enemies,  and  mighty 
have   expefted  a    Commiffioner   from. 
Heaven,   with  Vengeance  agatoft  us. 
Behold,  how  tbe  myftcrioua  Defign  of' 
Love  breaks  up,  and  opens  itfclf  to  the 
World,  in  fending  Us  own  Son  for  us  % 
and  this  is  exceedingly  aggravated  front 
the  ahfolute  Freedom  of  it,  that  there 
was  nothing  to  pre-ingage  him  to  it,  but 
infinite  Impediments  in  the.  Way  to  diP 
fuade  him ;  many  Impediments  of  hi* 
AfleAkm*  and  many  Difficulties  to  hit  , 
Power,  and  then,  no  Gain  nor  Advan- 
tage to  be  expe&ed  from  fuch  Creatures, 
notwithftanding  of  fiicb  an  Undertaking . 
for  them. 

Now,  herein  is  the  ftrongeff  Support 
of  Faith,  and  the  greateft.  Incentive  ta 
Love,  and  the  mjghtirft  Pertwafive  to  0» 
bedieocethatcanbe.  I  fay,  the  ftrongefl 
Support  of  Faith  ;  tor,,  a  Soul  apprehend 
ding  the  Greatnels  and  Hainoufhe(s  of 
Sins,  and  the  Inviolablenefi  of  God* 
Rigbteoulheis,  with  the  Purity  of  hit 
Holiaefc,  can  hardly  be  perfwaded,  that 
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any  Thing  can  compenfe  that  infinite 
Wrong  chat  is  done  to  his  Majefty,  tho" 
ordinarily  the  fmall  and  fuperficial  Ap- 
prebenfion  of  Sin,  makes  a  kind  of  Fa- 
cility in  this,  or  an  empty  Credulity  of 
the  Gofpel.  The  Reafon  why  raoft 
Men  do  not  queftion  and  doubt  of  the 
Ctofpel,  and  of  their  Acceptance  before 
God,  is  not  becaufe  they  are  eftablifhed 
in  the  Faith,  but  rather  becaufe  they  do 
not  fo  ferioufly  and  deeply  believe,  and 
ponder  their  own  Sins,  and  God's  Hoti- 
nefi  ;  which  if  many  did,  they  would  find 
it  a  greater  Difficulty  to  attain  to  a  folid 
and  quieting  Perfwafion  of  the  Grounds 
oftheGofpel:  They  would  find  much 
ado  to  fettle  that  Point  of  the  Readi- 
oefs  of  God,  to  pardon  and  accept  Sin- 
ners. But  now,  I  fay,  all  this  Dif- 
ficulty, and  theft  Clouds  of  Doabts  will 
evanifh  at  the  bright  Appearance  of  this 
Sun  of  Right  eovfnefst  that  is,  at  the 
folid  Confideration  of  the  glorious  Ex- 
cellency of  him  that  was  given  a  Ranfom 
lor  us :  Herein  the  Soul  may  be  fatisfied, 
that  God  is  fatisfied,  when  he  confiders 
what  a  Perfon  hath  undertaken  it,  even 
jfefus  the  Righteous,  the  only  Son  of 
God,  in  whom  bis  Sou!  delight etb,  whofe 
glorious  divine  Majefty  puts  the  Stamp 
of  infinite  Worth  upon  all  his  Sufferings, 
and  raifeth  up  the  Dignity  of  the  Sacri- 
fice, beyond  the  Sufferings  of  all  Crea- 
tures: For  there  are  two  Things  need- 
ful, for  the  full  Satisfaction  of  a  troubled 
Soul,  that  apprehends  the  Hainou/nefs  of 
Sfc,  and  Height  of  Wrath ;  nothing  can 
calm  and  fettle  this  Storm,  but  the  Ap 
pearance  of  two  Things;  hirfi,  of God's 
WiUingnefs  and  Readinefs  to  pardon  Sin, 
and  fave  Sinners ;  Next,  of  the  Anfwer- 
ablenefs  of  a  Ranfom  to  his  Juflice,  that 
fp  there  may  be  no  Impediment;  in  his 
Way  to  forgive.    Now,  let  this  once  be 


eftablifoed  in  thy  Heart,  that  fuch  aji 
One,  fo  beloved  of  God,  and  fo  equal  to 
God,  is  the  Propitiation  for  our  Sins,  that 
God  batbfent  bis  onh  begotten  Son, 
for  this  very  Bufinefs,  unrequired  and  un- 
known of  us  ;  then,  there  is  the  cleareft 
Demonftration  of  thefe  two  Things,  that 
can  be,  oftbe  Love  of  God,  znd  of  the 
Wortb  oftbe  Ranfom.  What  Difficulty 
can  be  fuppofed  in  it,  aftually  to  pardon 
thy  hainous  Sins,  when  his  Love  haih 
overcome  infinite  greater  Difficulties,  to 
fend  One,  bis  own  Son  to  procure  Par- 
don, John  Hi.  Certainly,  it  cannot  but 
be  the  very  Delight  of  his  Heart  fo  for- 
give Sins,  finer  be  Spared  not  bis  Son 
to  purchafe  it ;  fince  he  hath  had  fuch  an 
everlailing  Defign  of  Love,  which  broke 
out  in  Cbrift's  coming;  and  tten,  fuch  a 
Perfon  he  is,  that  the  Merit  of  his  Suf- 
ferings, cannot  but  be  a  valuable  and 
fuffident  Compenfitidta  to  Jurtice,  for 
our  perfonal  Exemption,  becaufe  he  i£ 
One  above  all,  of  infinite  Higbnefs ; 
and  therefore  his  Lownefs  hath  an  in- 
finite Worth  in  it,  of  infinite  Fulnefs, 
and  therefore  his  Emptinefs  is  of  infiivu* 
Price,  of  infinite  Glory,  and  fo  his  • 
Shame  is  equivalanr*  to  the  Shame  and 
Malediftion  of  all  Mankind  :  So  then, 
whatfoever  thou  apprehend  of  thy  own 
Sins,  or  Gods  Holinefs,  that  feemeth  to 
render  thy  Pardon  difficult ;  lay  but  in  the 
Ballance  with  that,  firft,  the  free  and  rich 
Expreflion  of  the  infinite  Love  of  God, 
in  fendinj  fuch  an  One  for  a  Ranfom  ; 
and  fure,  that  fpeaks  as  much  to  his  Readi- 
nefs and  WiUingnefs,  as  if  a  Voice  ipake 
it  juft  now  from  Heaven  :  And  then,  to 
take  away  ail  Scruple,  lay  the  infinite 
Worth  of  his  Peifon,  who  is  the  Pro- 
pitiation, with  thy  Sins,  and  it  will  cer- 
tainly out-weigh  them;  fo  that  thou  may 
be  fully  quieted,  and  fatisfiedln  that  Point. 

•  that 


upon  the  firfi  EpiftU  of  John  ".  2. 
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that  it  is  as  eafy  for  him  to  pardon,  as" 
for  thee  to  confefs  Sin,  and  ask  Pardon ; 
nay,  that  he  is  more  ready  to  give  it  thee, 
than  thou  to  ask  it; 

But  in  the  next  Place,  I  defire  you  to 
look  upon  this,  as  the  greateft  Incentive 
of  Affeftitm :  O,  how  (hould  it  inflame 
your  Hearts  to  confider,  that  fuch  an  One 
became  a  Sacrifice  for  our  Sins;   to  think 
that  Angels  hath    not  fuch  a  Word  to 
comfort  themfelves   withal  ;    thefe    in- 
numerable  Companies  of  Angels,  who 
left  their  Station,  and  were  once  in  Dig- 
nity ?bove  us,  hath  not  fuch  glad  Tid- 
ings to  report  one   to  another  in  their' 
Societies,  as  we  have;  they  cannot   fay; 
be  is  tbe  Propitiation  for  our  Sins. 
This  is  the  wonderful   Myftery,   that 
bleffed  Angels  de/ire  to  look  into,  they 
gaze  upon  it,  and  fix  the  Eyes  of  their 
Admiration  upon  God  mamfefted  in  the 
Flejbt  wondering  at  the  Choice  of  mor- 
tal Man,  before  immortal  Spirits,  that  he 
is  a  Ranfom  for  them,  and  not  for  their 
own  Brethren  who  left  their  Station  ; 
how  (hould  this  endear  him  to  our  Souls, 
and  his  Will  to  our  Hearts,  Jvbo  bath 
Jo  loved  us,  and  given  bimfelffor  us  ; 
hath  he  given  himfelf  for  us,  and  (hould 
we  deny  ourfelvesto  him,  efpecially  when 
we  confider  what  an  infinite  Difparity  is 
between  the  Worth,  and   Difference  in 
che  Advantage  of  it:  He  gave  his  blef- 
fed felf  a  Sacrifice,  he  offered  himfelf 
to  Death  for  us,  not  to  purchafe  any 
Thing  to  himfelf,  but  Life  to  us,  and 
what  is  it  he  requires?  but  your  bale  and 
unworthy  felf,  to  offer  up  your  Luftr  and 
Sins  in  a  Sacrifice  by  Mortification,  and 
your  Hearts  and  Affe&ions  in  a  Thanks- 
giving-offering, wherein  your  own  great- 
eft  Gain  lyes  too ;  for  this  is  truly  to 
And  and   lave  yourfelvcs,   thus  to  quit 
yourfelves  to  him. 


The"  Efficacy  of  this  is  holden  out  in 
the  Word,  Propitiation  for  our  Sins  ; 
the  Virtue  of  Chrift's  Sacrifice  is  to  pa- 
cifyjuftice,  and  make  God  propitious, 
that  is,  favourable  and'  merciful  to  Sin- 
ners ;  In  which  there  are  three  confide- 
rable  Things  imported ;  one  is,  that  Sin 
is  the  Caufe  of  Enmity  between  God  and 
Man,  and  kts  us  at  an  infinite  Diftance,* 
that  Sin  is  a  bainous  Provocation,  of  his. 
Wrath ;  another  is  exprefled,  that  Cbrift 
is  tbe  Propitiation,   in  Oppofition  to 
that  Provocation,  he  pacifies  Wrath,  and 
then  conciliates  Favour,  by  the  Sacrifice 
of  himfelf:  All  the  Expreflions  of  the 
Gofpel  import  the  damnable  and  deplor- 
able Efhte  that  Sin  puts  Man  into,  Jle* 
conciliation  imports  the  ftanding  Enmity 
and  Feud  between  God  and  Man  ;  Pro* 
pitiation  imports  the  Provocation  of  the 
holy  and  juft  Indignation  of  God  againft 
Man,  the  Fewel  whereof  is  our  Sins  5 
Juftification  implies  the  loft  and  con- 
demned Eftare  pf  a  Sinner,  under  the 
Sentence  and  Curie  of  trie  Law  ;  all  that 
is  in  the  Gofpel  minds  us  of  our  Original, 
of  tbe  forlorn  Eftate  he  found  us  into, 
none  pitying  us,  nor  able  to  help  us.    I 
would  defire  that  this  might  firft  take 
ImprefEon  on  your  Hearts,  that  Sin  fets 
God  and  Man  at  infinite  Diftance ;  and 
not  only  Diftance,  but  Difaffe&ion  and 
Enmity  :  It  bath  fown  the  Seeds  of  that 
woful  Difcord,    and  kindled  that   Con- 
tention, which  if  it  be  not  quenched  by 
tbe  Blood  of  Cbrift,  will  burn  to  ever- 
lafting,  fo  that  none  can  dwell  with  it, 
and  yet  Sinners  muft  dwell  in  it »  there 
is  a  provoking  Quality  in  it,  fit  to  alienate 
the  holy  Heart  of  Godl  and  to  incenfe 
his  Indignation,  which  when  once  it  \% 
kindled,  wbo  camfiand  before  it  *    Do 
but  confider  what  you  conceive  of  Wrongs 
done  to  you,  bow  tbty  ftir  your  PaP 

fiOOf 


482 


SERMON    XXVH. 


lions,  and  provoke  your  Patience,  fo  that 
there  is  much  ado  to  get  you  pacified; 
and  what  Hainou&efs.  muft  then  be  in 

-  your  Offences  againft  Go4%  both  in  regard 
of  Number  and  Kind?  Ob,  that  you 
could  but  impartially  weigh  this  Matter, 
you  would  find,  riurin  the  View  of  God, 
aU  Wropp  ?orf  Injuries  -  between  Men 
eyaniAi.  jfcmt$  thee  alone  have  I 
firmed^  that  Relation  and  Refpedfc  of 
Sin  to  God%  exhaufts  all  other  Refpefts 
of  Injuries  towards  Men.  It  is  true, 
chat  Us  Majejly  h  free  from  PaflSon, 
and  is  not  commoved  and  troubled  as 
your  Spirits  arc;  yet  fuch  rs  the"  pro- 
voking Nature  of' Sin,  that  k  cries  for 
Vengeance,  and  'brings  a  "Sinner  under 
the  dreadful  Sentence  of  divine  Wrath, 
Which  be  both  prooounceth,  and  can  eie- 

-cute  without  any  inward  Commotion  or 
.Difturbance  of  Spirit:  But,  becaufe  we 

;  cooceive  of  him  after  our  Manner,  there- 
fore he  fpeaks  in  foch  "Terms  to  us. 
But  that  which  he  would  fignify  by  it, 
is  that  the  Sinner  is  in  as  dreadful  and 
damnable  a  Condition  by  Sin,  as  if  the 
Xard  were  mightily  inflamed  with  Anger 
and  Rage  ;  the  juft  Puntflimemisas  due 
and  certain,  as  if  he  were  fubjeft  to  luch 
Faffiotw  u  we  are ;  and  fo  much  the 
more  certain,  that  he  is  not*  Now,  I 
defire  you  to  confider,  how  mightily  the 
Hainoufoeft  or  Sin  is  aggravated,  partly 
by  the  Quality  of  -the  Perfcns,  and  partly 
by  the  Cbofideration  of  his  "Benefits  to 

us.  A*great  Man  relents  a  light  Wrong 
heavily,  beeaufe  his  Perfon  makes  the 
Wrong  heavier.  O,  what  doytxi  think 
Ihtnuft  Hi&b  ftiould  do,  confidering  his 
infinite  Distance  from  us,  his  glorious 

AAgefty  *aod  'Grtttaeft,  his  pure  Holi- 


ness, Ms  abfolute  Power  and  Supremacy? 
What  vile  and  abominable  Characters  of 
Preemption  and  Rebellion  do  aH  cfaeie 
imprint  upon  Difobedience  ?  Shall  he  dif- 
fer himfelf  to  be  delpifed  and  neglected 
of  Men,  when  there  is  no  petty  Creature 
above  another,  but  he  will  be  jealous  of 
his  Credit,  and  vindicate  himlelf  from 
Contempt?  And  then,  when  Ingratitude 
is  mingled  in  with  Rebellion,  it  makes 
Sin  exceeding  finful;  and  finful  Sin  ex- 
ceeding provoking,  to  proclaim  open  War 
againft  the  holy  and  righteous  Will  of 
him  whom  we  owe  ourtdves  to,  and  all 
that  we  are,  or  have ;  to  do  Evil,  be- 
caufe he  is  good,  and  be  unthankful,  be- 
caufe he  is  kind,  to  take  all  his  own  Mem* 
bers,  Faculties,  Creatures,  and  imploy 
them  as  instruments  of  Oilhonour  againfl 
himfelf,  there  is  here  Fewel  for  feeding 
everlafting  Indignation ;  there  is  no  In- 
dignity, no  Vileneft,  no  Wickednefs  to 
this  ;  all  the  Provocations  of  Men,  how 
juft  (bever,  are  in  the  Sight  of  this 
groundless  and  vain,' like  a  Child's  Indig- 
nation ;  all  are  but  imaginary  Injuries, 
coofifting  but  in  Opinion,  m  regard  of 
that  which  Sin  hath  m  the  fiofom  of  it 
againft  God. 

But,  how  (hall  any  Satisfaction  be  made 
for  the  Injury  of  Sin?  What  fhall  pacify 
his  juftly  deferved  Anger?  Here  is  the 
Queftkm  indeed,  that  would  have  driven 
the  whole  World  to  a  Nonplus,  if  once 
the  Majefty  and  Holinefs  of  God  had 
been  feen:  But  the  Ignorance  of  God's 
Greatnefi,  and  Mens  Sinfulnefs,  madt 
the  World  to  fancy  fome  Expiations  of 
Sin,  and  Satisfactions  to  God,  partly  by 
Sacrifices  of  Beafts,  partly  by  Pra/ec, 
and  Repentance  for  Smu 
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l  John  ii.  3.  jfnd  hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know  him, 
if  we  keep  his  Commandments. 


TPHIS  Age  pretends  to  much  Know- 
•*     ledge,  beyond  former  Ages ;  Know- 
ledge, I  lay,  not  only  in  other  natural 
Arts  and  Sciences,  but  efpecially  in  Re- 
ligion ;  whether  there  be  any  great  Ad- 
vancement in  other  Knowledge,  and  Im- 
provement of  that  which  was  to  a  further 
Extent  and  Clearne/s,  1  cannot  judge  ; 
but,  I  believe,  there  is  not  much  of  it  in 
this  Nation,  nor  do  we  fo  much  pretend 
to  it.    But,  we  talk  of  the  Inlargements 
of  divine  Knowledge,  and  the  breaking 
up  of  a  clearer  Light  m  the  Point  of 
Religjon,  in  -RefpeA  of  which,  we  look 
on  former  Times,  as  the  tfimes  of  Ig- 
norance and   Darknefs*    wbick   God 
winked  at.    If  it  were  fo  indeed,  I  fliould 
think  the  Tipie  happy,  and  blefc  the  Daj* 
we  live  into,  for  as  many  (bur  and  fad 
Accidents  as  they  are  mixed  withal.  In- 
deed, if  the  Variety  of  Books,  and  Mul- 
tiplicity of  Difcourfes  upon  Religjou ;  if 
the  Multitude  of  Difputes  about  Points 
of  Truth,   and  Frequency  of  Sermons, 
might  be1  held  for  a  fuifccient  Proof  of  {bis 
Pretention,  we  ihould  not  want  Store 
enough  of  Knowledge  and  Light.    But, 
1  fear  that  this  is  not  the  Touch- Aom  of 
the* Holy  Gboft,  according  to  whidT we 
may  try  the  Truth  of  this  Affertioo  ;  that 
ihU  is  not  the  Rule,  \>j  which  to  mea* 


fure  either  the  Truth,  or  Degreetof  oty 
Knowledge  ;  but  for  atynhat,  we  may  be 
lying  buried  in  Egyptian  Dark^efi  ;  and 
while  fuch  a  Light  feems  to  flime  about 
us,  our  Hearts  may  be  a  Dungeon  of 
Darknefs,  of  Ignorance  of  God  and  Un- 
belief, and  our  Ways  and*  Walk  full  of 
Stumblings  in  the  Darknefs.  I  am  led  to  • 
entertain  thefe  fad  Thoughts  of  the  pre- 
fent  Times,  from  the  Words  of  the 
Apoftle,  which  gives  us  the  Defignaiion 
of  a  trueChriftian,  tu  be  the  Knowledge 
of  God,  and  the  Character  of  bis  Know- 
ledge, to  be  Obedience  to  his  Commands  » 
if  according -to  this  Level,  we  take  the 
Eftimateof  the  Proportion  of  our  Know- 
ledge and  Light,  1  am  afraid  led  there 
be  found  as  iMch  Ignorance  of  God,  and 
Darknefi,  awe  do/oolifhly  fancy  that 
we  have  of  Light.  However,  to  find  it, 
will  be  fome  breaking  up  of  Light  in  our^ 
Hearts ;  and  to  difcover  how  little  we 
know  indeed  upon  a  folid  Account,  vol! 
be  the  firft  Morning-Star  of  that  Sun  of 
Right  eoufnefs,  wbicb  will  Jhine  mere 
and  more  to  the  perfeft  Day.  There- 
fore we.  (hall  labour  to  bring  our  Light 
to  the  Tamp  of  this  Word,  and  our 
Knowledge  to  this  Teftiraony  of  un- 
quefttoaable  Authority,  that  having  Re- 
courie  to  the  Law  and  tbefeflimotty* 
P  p  p  we 
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we  may  find  if  there  be  Light  in  us,  or 
Jo  much  Light  as  Men  think  they  fee  ;  If 
we  could  but  open  our  Eyes  to  the  (bin- 
ning Light  of  this  Scripture,  I  doubt  not, 
but  we  (hould  be  able  to  fee  that  which 
few  do  fee,  that  is,  that  much  of  the 
pretended  Light  of  this  Age,  is  Darkneft 
and  Ignorance.  I  do  not  (peak  of  Er- 
rors only,  that  come  forth  in  the  Gar- 
ments of  new  Light,  but  efpecially  of 
the  vulgar  Knowledge  of  the  Truth  of 
Religion,  which  is  far  adulterated  from 
the  true  Mettal  and  Stamp  of  divine 
Knowledge,  by  the  Intermixture  of  the 
gsofs  Darknefs  of  our  AfTeftions  and 
Conversion,  as  tint  other  is  from  the 
naked  Truth ;  and  therefore  both  of 
them  are  found  light  in  the  Ballance  of 
the  Sanftuary,  and.  counterfeit  by  this 
Touch- Aone  of  Obedience. 

To  make  out  this  Examination  the 
better,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  open  thefe 
three  Things  unto  you,  which  compre- 
hend the  Words ;  ijf .  That  the  Know- 
ledge of  God  in  Jejus  Cbrifi%  is  the 
snort  proper  Defignatton  of  a  Chriftian  ; 
hereby  we  know  that  we  know  trim, 
which  ts  as  much  as  to  lay,  that  we  are 
true  Chnfttans.  zdfy,  That  the  proper 
Charafter  of  true  Knowledge,  is  Obedi- 
ence, or  confcionable  pra&iflng  of  what 
we  know ;  And  then,  laJUu  That  the 
only  Eftimate  or  Tffat  of  At  Eftate  be- 
fore God,  is  made  according 'to  the  Ap- 
pearance of  his  Work  in  us,  and  not  by 
immediate  thrufting  ourfelves  into  the 
Secrets  of  God  s  hidden  Oecrees,  Here* 
iy  we  know,  &c.  "  Here  then  in  a  nar- 
row Circle  we  have  all  the  Work  2nd 
Bufinefs  of  a  Chriftian ;  hisdtreft  and  prin- 
cipal* Duty  is,  to  know  God,  and  keep  his 
Commands,  which  are  not  twodiftinft  Du- 
ties, asihey  come  in  a  religious  Considera- 
tion, but  make  up  one  complete  Work  of 


Chriftunity,  which  confifts  in  Conformity 
to  God.  Then  the  reflex  and  ficondary 
Duty  of  a  Chriftian,  which  makes  much 
for  his  Comfort,  is,  to  know  that  be 
knows  God :  To  know  God,  and  keep 
bis  Commands,  is  a  Thing  c  f  tndifpen- 
fible  Neceflity  to  the  Being  of  a  Chrifti- 
an, to  know  that  we  know  him,  is  of 
great  Concernment,  to  the  Comfort  and 
Well-being  of  a  Chriftian  ;  without  the 
firft,  a  Man  is  as  miferable  as  he  can  bew 
without  the  Senfe  and  Feeling  of  Mifery. 
becaufe  he  wants  the  Spring  and  Foun- 
tain of  all  Happinels ;  without  the  fecond, 
a  Chriftian  is  unhappy  indeed  for  the 
prefcnt,  tho'  he  may  not  be  called  mifer- 
able. becaufe  he  is  more  happy  than  he 
knows  of,  and  only  unhappy,  becaufe  he 
knows  not  his  Happinlfs. 

For  the  firft  then,  Knowledge  is  a 
Thing  lb  natural  to  the  Spirit  of  a  Man, 
that  the  Defire  of  it  is  reftlefi  and  un- 
faiiable ;  there  is  fome  Appetite  of  it  in 
all  Men,  tho  in  the  Generality  of  People 
(becaufe    of    Jmmerfednefs    in    earthly 
Things,  and  the  Predominancy  of  cor- 
rupt Lufts  and  Affections,  which  hinder 
moft  Mens  Souls  to  wait  upon  that  more 
noble  Inquiry  after  Knowledge,  in  which 
only  a  Man  really  differs  from  a  fieaft) 
there  be  little  or  no  ftirring  that  Way ; 
$fe  fome  finer  Spirits  there  are,  that  are 
uhquiet   this  Way,    and   with  Solomon* 
give  themfelves,  and  apply  their  Hearts 
10  fearch  out  Wifdom.    But  thfs  is  the 
Ctide  of  Mans  Curiofity  at  firft,  in  feek- 
ing  after  unneceflary  Knowledge,  when 
he  was  happy  enough  already,  and  knew~ 
as  much  of  God  and  his  Works,  as  might 
have  been  a  moft  fatisfying   Entertain- 
ment  of  his    Spirit  ;    I  fay,    for  that 
wrettfied  Aim,  we  are  to   this  Day  de- 
prived of  that  Knowledge  which  Man 
once  bad,  which  waj  the  OrauBent  of  his 
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Nature,  and  the  Repall  of  his  Soul  ;  as 
all  other  Things  are  fubdued  under  a 
Curfe  for  Sin,  fo  efpecially  this  which 
Mao  had  is  loft,  in  feeking  that   which 
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he  needed  not ;  and  the  Traft  of  it  is 
fo   obfcured  and  perplexed,  the    Foot- 
fteps  of  it  are  fo  undifcernable,  and  the 
Way  of  it  is  like  a  Bird  in  the  Air,  or  a 
Ship  in  the  Sea,  leaving  us  few  Helps  to 
find  it  out,  that  moil  Part  of  Men'  toofe 
themfelves  in  feeking  to  find  it ;   and 
.  therefore,  in  all  the  Inquiries  and  Search- 
ings  of  Men,  after  the  Knowledge  even 
of  natural  Things  that  come  under  our 
View,  there  is  at  lenght  nothing  found 
out  remarkable,  but  the.  Increafe  of  Sor- 
row, and  the  Difcovery  of  Ignorance,  as 
Solomon   faith,  Ecclef.  i.  iS.     This  is 
all  the  Jewel  that  is  brought  up  from  the 
Bottom  of  this   Sea,    when  Men  dive 
deepeft  into  it  ;  for  the  wifeft  of  Men 
could  reach  .no  more,   tho'  his  Bucket 
was  as  long  as  any  Mans,  Chap.  vii.  23. 
/  /aid,  I  will  be  wife,  but  it  was  far 
from   me  ;  that  which  is  jar  off,  and 
exceeding  deep*  who  cin  find  it  out* 
Knowledge  hath  taken  a  far  Journey  from 
Man's    Nature,   and  hath   not  left  any 
Prints  behind  it  to  find  it  out  again,  but, 
as  it  were,  hath  flown  away  in  an  In- 
ftant,  and  therefore,  we  may  ask  with 
Job,  Chap.  xKviii.  Ver.  1.  12.    Surely, 
there  is  a  Fein  for  the  Silver,  &c.  But 
where  JhBl  Wifdom  be  found*  and 
where  iJktbe  Place  of  Underftanding  * 
"What  Utopian   Ifles  is  (he  tranfported 
unto?  that   mortal  Men,  the  more  they 
leek  her,  they  find  more  Ignorance,  the 
further  they  purfue,  they  fee  themfelves 
at  the  further  Diftance  ;  thus  it  is  in  thefe 
Things  that   are  moft  obvious  to  our 
Senfes,  but  how  much  more  in  fpiritual 
and  invifible  Things  is  our  Darknefs  in- 
creafed,  becaufe  of  the   Dulnefi  and 


Earthinefs  of  our  Spirits,  that  are  clogged 
with  a  Lump  of  Flelh ;  for  God  him- 
felf  that  lhould  be  the  primum  intel/i- 
gibile  of  the  Soul,  the  firft  and  principal 
Objetf,  whofe  glorious  tight  (hotild  firft 
ftrike  into  our  Hearts.    Job  terrifies  bow 
little  a  Portion  is  known  of  him,  when 
we  cannot  fo  much  as  understand  the 
thunder  of  bhJPower,  that  makes  fuch 
a  fenfible  Imprefiion  on  our  Ears,  and 
makes  all  the  World,  to  Hand  and  hearken 
to  it ;  then  bow  much  lefs  (hall  we  coo* 
ceive  the  invifible   Majefty  of  God?  In 
natural  Things,  we  have  one   Vail  of 
Darknefs  in  our  Minds  to  hinder  us  ;  but 
in  the  Apprehenfion  of  God,  we  hare 
a  twofold  Darknefs  to  break  through,  the 
Darknefs  of  Ignorance  in  us,  and  the 
Darknefs  of  too  much    light  in  htm. 
Caliginem  nimi*  lucis*   which  mikes 
him  as  inacctfflible  to  us  as  the  other ; 
the  Ovei^froportion  of  that  glorious  Ma- 
jefty of  God  to  our  low  Spirits,  being 
as  the  Sun  in  its  Brightness,  to  a  Night- 
owl,   which  is   dark    Mid-night   to  it. 
Hence  is  it,  that  thefe  holy  Men7  who 
know  moft  of  God,    think  they  know 
leaft,  becaufe  they  fee  more  to  be  known, 
but  infinitely  fiirpaffing  Knowledge.  Pride 
is  the  Daughter   of  Ignorance  only,  and 
be  tbat  tbinketb  be  knowetb  any  fbing, 
knowetb  nothing  as  be  ought  to  know, 
faith  the  Apoitle,    i  Cor.  viii.  2.  For  he 
that  knoweth  not  his  own  Ignorance,  if 
he  know  never  fo  much.  Is  the  greater! 
Ignorant ;  and  it  is  a  manifeft  Evidence 
that  a  Man  hath  but  a  fuperficial  Touch  of  - 
Things,  and  hath  never  broken  the  Shell, 
or  drawn  by  the  Vail  of  his  own  Veakneft 
and  Ignorance,  that  doth  not  apprehend 
deeply,  the   Unfearcbablenefs  of  God, 
and  his  Myfteries ;  but  thinketh  he  hath 
in  fome  Meafure  compafled  them,  be- 
caufe he  maketh  a  Syftem  of  Divinity, 
P  p  p  2  ox 
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or  fetteth  down  fo  many  Conclufions  of 
Fauh,  and  can  debate  them  againft  Ad- 
versaries, or  becaufe  he  hath  a  Form  and 
Model  of  Divinity,  as  of  other  Sciences 
«n  his  Mind.  Nay,  nay  Beloved,  holy 
Job  attained  to  the  deepeft  and  fulleft 
Speculation  of  God,  when  he  concluded 
ibis,  becaufe  I  fee  thee,  I  abhor  ngfelf\ 
aud  as  Paul  fpeaks,  //  any  Man  love 
Cod,  be  is  known  of  God,  and  Jo  knows 
God,  i  Cor.  viii.  3.  From  which  two 
Teiti monies  I  conclude,  that  the  true 
Knowledge  of  God,  confifts  not  fo  much 
ia  a  Comprehension  of  all  Points  of  Di- 
vinity, as  in  fuch  a  ferious  Apprehenfion 
and  Conception  of  the  divine  Majefty, 
as  inkindles  and  inflames  thefe  two  Af- 
fections, Love  and  Hatred,  towards 
their  proper  Objects  ;  fuch  a  Knowledge 
as  carries  the  Torch  before  the  Affedion ; 
fuch  a  Light  as  Jbines  into  the  Heart, 
as  Paul's  Phrafe  is.  2  Cor.  ifL  6.  and 
(6  tranfmits  Heat  and  Wantcnneis  into 
it,  till  it  make  the  Heart  burn  in  the  Love 
•of  God,  and  loathing  of  himfelf;  as  long 
as  a  Man  doth  but  hear  of  God  in  Ser- 
mons, or  read  of  him  in  Books,  tho'  he 
could  determine  all  the  Queftions  and 
Problems  in  Divinity,  he  keeps  a  good 
Conceit  of  himfelf,  and  that  Knowledge 
puffeth  up*  and  fwells  a  Man  into  a  vain 
Tumor,  the  Venom  of  Poifon  blows  him 
up  full  of  Wind  and  Self-confidence  ;  and 
commonly  they  who  doubt  leaft,  are 
not  the  freeft  of  Error  and  Mifappre- 
henfion:  And  truly,  whoever  feriouily 
reflects  upon  the  Difficulty  of  Know- 
ledge, and  Darknefs  of  Mens  Minds, 
and  the  general  Curfe  of  Vanity,  and 
Vexation  that  all  Things  are  under,  fo 
that  what  is  wanting  cannot  be  riumbred, 
nor  that  which  is  crooked  made  firaight ; 
he  cannot  but  look  upon  too  great  Con- 
fidence and  Peremptorinefs  in  all  Points, 
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as  upon  a  Race  at  full  fpeed  in  the  dark 
Night,  in  a  Way  full  of  Pits  and  Snares; 
oftentimes  our  Confidence  flows  not 
from  Evidence  of  Truth,  but  the  Igno- 
rance of  our  Minds,  and  is  not  fo  much 
built  upon  the  Strength  of  Realun,  as  the 
Strength  of  our  Paffions,  and  Weaknefs 
of  Tour  Judgments. 

But  when  once  a  Man  comes  to  fee 
God*  and  know  him  in  a  lively  Manner, 
then  he  fees  his  own  Weaknefs  and  Vile- 
nefs  in  that  Light,  and  cries  out  with 
Ifaiah,  Wo  is  me,  I  am  a  Man  of. 
polluted  Lips  ;  and  he  ditcerns  in  that 
Light,  the  Amiablenefs  and  Lovelinefs  of 
God,  that  ravilheth  his  Heart  after  it* 
and  then,  as  Jeremiah  faith,  He  wilt 
not  glory  in  Riches,  or  Strength,  or 
Beauty,  or  Wifdom,  but  only  in  this, 
that  he  hath  at  length  gotten  fome  Dif- 
covery  of  the  only  Fountain  of  Happi- 
nefs;  then  he  will  not  think  fo  much  of 
Tongues  and  Languages,  ofProphecyings, 
of  all  Knowledge  of  Controverfies,  nei- 
ther Gifts  of  Body  nor  of  Mind,  nor 
external  Appendancies  of  Providence  wili 
much  afFeft  him  ;  he  would  be  content 
to  trample  on  all  thefe,  to  go  over  them 
into  a  fuller  Difcovery  and  Enjoyment 
of  God  himfelf. 

If  we  fearch  the  Scriptures,  we  ftiall 
find  that  they  do  not  entertain  us  with 
many  and  fiibtile  Difcourfes  of  God's 
Nature,  and  Decrees  and&roperties, 
nor  do  they  iniift  upon  the  many  per- 
plexed Queftions,  that  are  jiafle  concer- 
ning Chrift  and  his  Offices,  about  which 
fo  many  Volumes  are  fpun  out,  to  the 
infinite  Diflraiftion  of  the  Chriftian 
World ;  they  do  not  pretend  to  fatisfy 
your  Curiofity,  but  to  edify  your  Souls  ; 
and  therefore  they  hold  out  God  in 
Chrift,  as  cloathed  with  ail  his  Relations 
to  Mankind,  in  all  thefe  plain  and  eafy 
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Properties*  that  concerns  us  everlasting- 
ly, his  Juftice,  Mercy,  Grace,  Patience, 
Love,  Holinefs,  and  fuch  Tike.  Now; 
hence  I  gather,  That  the  true  Knowledge 
of  God,confifts  not  if*  the  Comprehenfion 
ofrall  the  Conclufions  that  are  deduced, 
and  Controverfies  that  are  difcufled  anent 
thefe  Things,  but  r*ther,  in  the  ferious 
and  folid  Apprehenfiorf  of  God,  is  he 
hath  Relation  to  .us,  and  confequcnjly  in 
Order  and  Reference  $o  the  moving  of 
our  Hearts,  to  love,  and  adore,  and  re- 
verence him,  for  be  is  holden  out  only, 
in  tbefe  Garments  that  are  fit  to  move 
and  affeft  our  Hearts.  A  Mam  may 
•know  all  thefe  Things,  and  yet  not  know 
God  bimfeif;  for  to  know  him,  cannot 
be  abftrafted  from  loving  of  him,  2%ey 
that  know  tby  Name  wi!l  truft  in  tbee, 
andfo  love  tbee,  and  fo  fear  tbee  i  for 
'tis  impoilible  but  that  this  will  be  the  na- 
tural Refult,  if  he  be  but  known  indeed, 
becaufe  there  is  no  Objeft  more  amiable, 
more  dreadful  withal,  and  more  eligible 
and  worthy  of  Choice ;  and  Aerefore, 
feeing  infinite  Beauty  and  Goodnefs,  and 
infinite  Power  and  Greatnefs,  and  infinite 
Sufficiency  and  Fulneft,  are  combined  to- 
gether with  infinite  Truth,  the  Soul  thaj 
-apprehends  him  indeed,  cannot  but  ap- 
prehend him  as  the  mod  ravifhing  '  Ob- 
jeft,  and  the  moil  reverend  too ;  and, 
if  he  do  not  find  his  Heart  fuitably  af- 
fe6ted,  it  is  an  evident  Demonstration, 
that  he  'doth  not  indeed  apprehend  him 
but  an  Idol.  The  infinite  Light,  aAd  the 
•infinite  Life,  are  fimply  one,  and  he  that 
truly  without  a  Dream  fees  the  one, 
cannot  but  be  warmed  and  moved  by  the 
other. 

So  then,  by  this  Account  of  the  Know- 
ledge of  Gk)d,  we  have  a  clear  Difcovery 
that  many  are  deftitute  of  it,  who  pre- 
tend to  it.    1  fhall  only  apply  it  to  two 


Sorti  of  Perfbns,  one  is,  of  them  wlio 
have  it  only  in  their  Memories,  another, 
of  them  who  have  it  only  in  their  Minds 
or  Heads.     Religion  was  once  the  ligi- 
timate  Daughter  of  Judgment  and  Affett- 
en,  but  now,  for  the  moil  Part,  it  is  only 
adopted*y  Mens  Memories,  or  Fancies  ; 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  People,  cannot 
go  beyond  the  Repetition  of  the  Cate- 
chifm  or  Creed,  not  that  I  would  have 
you  10  know  more :  But  you  do  not  un- 
der/land that,   only  ye  repfcte  Words* 
without  the  fenfible  Knowledge  of  the 
Meaning  of  it ;  fo  that,  if  the  fame  Mat- 
ter be  diiguifed  with  any  other  Form  of 
Words,  you  cannot  know  it,  which  fhew- 
eth,  that  you  have  no  Familiarity  with 
the  Thing  itfelf,  tut  only  with  the  Let- 
ters and  Syllables  that  are  the  Garments 
of  it.    And  for  others  that  are  of  greater^ 
Capacity,  yet  alas,  it  comes  not  down  to* 
the  Heart,   to  the  affeftiog  and  moul- 
ding and  forming  of  it ;  a  little  Light 
fhines  into  the  Mind,  but  your  hearts  are 
(hut  up  flill,  and  no  Window  in  them: 
Corrupt  AfFeftions  keep  that  Garrifoa 
againft  the  Power  of  the  Gofpel,  that 
Light  hath  no  Heat  of  Love,  ox  Warm- 
nefs  of  Affeftion  with  it,  which  fhewetb, 
that  h  is  not  a  Ray  or  Beam  of  the  Sun 
of  Right coi{fneff>  which  is  both  beauti- 
ful for  Light,  and  beneficial  for  Influence,, 
on  the  cold  and  dead  frozen  Hearts  of 
Mankind,  and  by  its  approaching,  makes 
a  Spring-time  in  the  Heart. 

But  all  Men  pretend  to  know  God, 
fuch  is  the  Self-love  of  Mens  Heart's, 
that  it  makes  xhem  blind  in  judging  them- 
felves ;  therefore,  the  Holy  Gboft,  as  he 
defigns  a  Christian  by, the  Knowledge 
of  God,  fo  he  charatterireth  Knowledge 
by  keeping  the  Commandments  \  hereby 
we  know/ ice.  So  that  Religion  is  not 
defined  by  a  Number  of  Opinions,  or  by 
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fuch  a  certain  Collection  of  fuch  Ankles 
of  Faith,  but  rather  by  Pratfice  and  Obe- 
dience to  the  known  Will  of  God ;  for; 
as  I  told  you,  Knowledge  is  a  relative 
Duty,  that  is  inftrumental  to  Tome  Thing 
elfe.  and  by  any  Thing  I  can  foe  in  Scrip- 
ture, is  not  principally  intenoed  for  it- 
fclf,  but  rather  for  Obedience :  There  are 
fome  Sciences  altogether  fpeculative,  that 
reft  and  are  complete  in  the  mere  Know- 
ledge of  fuch   Obje&s,  as  fome  natural 
Sciences  are.    figt   others  are  practical, 
that  make  a  further   Reference  of  all 
Things  they   cognofce    upon*   to  fome 
Fraftice  and  Operation.     Now,  perhaps 
ibme  may  think  that  the  Scripture,  or 
Divinity,   is  much    of  it   meerly  con- 
templative, in  regard  of  many  Myfteriei 
infolded  in  it,  that  feem  nothing  to  con- 
cern our  Practice.     I  confefs  much  ol 
ihat,  that  is  railed  out  of  the  Scriptures, 
is  fuch,  and  therefore  it  feems  a  Deviati- 
on and  Departure  from  the  great  Scop* 
and  plain  Intent  of  the  Simplicity   am 
Eafinefs  of  the  Scriptures,  to  draw  forth 
with  much  Induftry  and  Subtility,  man} 
Things  of  mere  Speculation  and  Notion. 
dry  and  faplefs  to  the  AfFe&ion,  and  un~ 
edifying  to  our  Practice,  and  to  obtrude 
thefe  upon  other  Mens  Confcientes,  a* 
Points  of  Religion.     I  rather  think,  thai 
all  that  is  in  the  Scriptures,  either- direft 
1y  iiafh  the  Practice  of  God's  Will  for 
the  Objefl  of  it,  or  is  finally  intended  for 
lhat  End  ;  either  it  is  a  Thing  that  pre- 
fcribeth  our  Obedience,  or  elfe  it  tends 
principally  to  ingage  our  Affe&ions,  and 
fecure   our    Obedience ;  and    fo   thefe 
Strains  of  elevate  Difcourfes  of  God,  his 
Nature,  and  Properties   of  his  Works, 
and  all  the  Myfteries  infolded  in  it,  are 
direfted  towards  this  End,  fuxtber.than 
mere  knowing  of  them,  to  ingage  the 
Heart  of  a  Believer  to  more  Love  and 


(Reverence,  and  Adoration  of  God,  that 
fo  he  may  be  brought  more  eafily  and 
fteidily  to  a  fweet  Complyance,  and  har- 
monious Agreement  to  the  Will  of  God. 
in  all  his  Ways.     Nay,  to  fay  a  Jittle 
more,  there  are  fundry  phyfical  or  na- 
tural Contemplations  of  the  Works  of 
God  in  Scripture,  but  all  rhe/e   are  di- 
vinely confidered,  in   Reference  to    the 
Ravilhment  of  the  Heart  of  Man,  with 
the   WifiJom  and  Power  and  Goodnefs 
of  God  i  and  this  (hews  us  the  notable 
Art  of  Religion,  to  extraft  Affection  and 
Obedience  to  God,  out  of  all  natural  Con- 
templations ;  and  thus  true  Divinity  in- 
graven  on  the  Soul,  is  a  Kind  of  Miftrefr 
fcience,    artbite&onica    fcientia,     that 
ferves  itfelf.of  all  other  Djfciplincs,  of 
all  other  Points  of  Knowledge,  be  they 
never  fo  remote  from  Practice,  in  their 
proper  Sphere,    and   never  fo  dry  and 
barren,  yet  a  religious  and  holy   Hearr, 
:an  apply  -them   to  thefe  divine  Vies  of 
engaginf^itfelf  further  to   God.    and  his 
Obedience :  As  the  Lord  himfelf  teach- 
th  us,  Wbo  would  not  fear  thee,  O 
King  of  Nations,  Jer.  x.  And  fear  ye 
not  me  who  have  placed  the  Sand,  &c. 
Jer.  v.   22.     So  praife  is   extracted, 
Pfal.  cv.  And  Admiration,  Verfe.  i,  33. 
So  Submiflion^nd  Patience  under  God's 
Hand  is  often  prefled  in  Job ;  therefore,  if 
we  only  feek  to  know  thefe  Things,  that 
we  may  know  them,  that  we  may  dif- 
courfe  on  them,  we  a'ifappoint  the  great 
End  and  Scope  of  the  whole  Scriptures  ; 
and    we    debafe    and    degrade    fpirituai 
Things,  as  far  as  Religion  exalts  natural 
Things  in   the  fpirituai  Ufe  ;  we  trans- 
form it  into  a  carnal,  empty  and  dead 
Letter,  as  Religion,  where  it  is   truly, 
fpiritualizeth  earthly  and  carnal  Things, 
into  a  holy  Ufe,  Qc. 
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Christian  Reader,  • 

THIS  holy  Preacher  of  the  Go/Pel,  badfo  many  Convictions  upon  Us 
Spirit  of  the  Necejftty  of  the  Duties  of  Humiliation  and  Mourning, 
and  of  Peoples  fecurwg  the  eternal  Inter  eft  of  their  Souls  for  the  Life 
to  come,  by  flying  in  to  Jefus  Cbrift  for  Remiffton  of  Sins  in  his  Blood, 
that  he  made  tbeje  the  very  Scope  of  his  Sermons  in  many  publick  Humiliati- 
ons, as  if  it  had  been  the  one  fbing  which  be  conceived  the  Lord  was  calling 
for  in  bis  Days.  A  clear  Evidence  whereof  thou  /bait  find  manifefted  in 
tbefe  following  Sermons  upon  choice  Vexts,  wherein  tbt;  Author  endeavouretb9 
not  only  to  lay  bejore  thee,  the  Necejffity  of  tbefe  Duties  of  Soul-humiliation, 
but  aljo  Jbewetb  thee  the  Gofpel-manner  of  performing  them,  the  many  Souk 
advantages  flowing  from  the  Jerious  Exercife  of  tbem9  and  the  many  Soul* 
deftroying  Prejudices  following  upon  the  Negleft  of  them :  But  above  all, 
thou  Jbaitflnd  him  fo  fully  fetting  forth  the  Sinfulness  of  Sin,  and  the  utter 
Empxinefs  of  Self  as  may  convince  the  moft  pbarifaicalfy  elated  Spirits* 
and  make  ibeffi  cry  out  with  Ezra,  Cbap.Ai.  6,  O  my  God,  I  am  afliamed  and 
T>lufti  to  lift  up  my  Face  to  thee,  my  God,  for  our  Iniquities  are  iocreafed  oyer 
our  Head,  and  our'Trefpafs  is  grown  tip  untq  the  Hearens.  Here  thou  mayjjft 
readjucb  pregnant  Demonftrations  of  the  Rigbteoufnefs  and  Equity  of  the 
Lords  dealing,  even  in  his  fevereft  Pumjbments  infli&ed  upon  the  Children 
of  Men,  as  may  fllence  every  WHjperer  againft  Providence,  and  make 
them  Jay,  as  Lam.  iii.  22.  It  is  of  the  Lord's  Mercies  we  are  not  confumedL 
even  becaufe  his  Companions  fail  not.  And laftfy,  thou  Jbalt  perceive  the. 
inconceivable  Fitnefs  and  Fulnefs  of  Cbrift  as  a  Saviour,  and  Us  never 
enough  to  be  admired  fendernef^  and  condefcendhtg  Wtllingnefs  to  accept 
of  bumble,  Heart-broken,  and  Heart-panting  Sinners  after  bhn,  with  fuck 
Plainnefs  of  Speech  demonftrate,  as  may  enable  the  moft  bruifed  Reed  to 
quench  aH  the  fiery  Darts  of  the  Devil,  whereby  be  labouretb  to  afright 
them  from  mating  application  to  Jefus  for  Salvation.  Now,  that  the  Lord 
would  make  tbofe  andfucb  like  Labours  of  Us  faithful  Servants  ufeful  ami 
advantageous  f#  thy  Soul  (CbriMan  Header)  is  the  Prayer  of  < 


Thy  Senrant  in  the  Golpel  of 
our  deareft  Lw|  and  Sariour. 
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SERMON  L 

At  a  publick  Faft  in  July,  Firft  Sabbath,  1650. 

Dent,  xxxiu  4,  5,  6,  7.  He  is  the  Rocky  his  Work  is  per* 
feft:  For  all  his  Ways  are  Judgment:  &c. 


HERE  are  two  Things 
may  comprehend  all  Re- 
ligion, the  Knowledge  of 
God  and  of-  ourfelves : 
Thefe  arc  the  Principle* 
of  Religion,  and  are  (o 
nearly  conjoined  together,  that  the  one 
cannot  be  truly  witnout  the  other,  much 
lefs  fcwingfy-  It  M  n°  Wonder  that 
Mofes  crave  Attention  *,  and  to  the  End 
he  may  attain  it  from  an  hard  hearted 
deaf  People,  that  he  turns  to  the  Heavens 
and  to  the  Earth,  as  it  were,  to  make 
them  the  more  inexcufeable.  The  Mat- 
ter of  his  Song^is  both  divine  and  necef 
fary;  throughout  it  all  he  infills  upon 
thefe  two,  ta  difcover  what  they  were  to 
themfelves,  and  what  God  was  to  them; 
be  paralels  their  Way  with  his  Way,  thai 


they  finding  the  infinite  Diftance,  mfclrt 
have  other  Thoughts  of  themfelves  and 
of  him  both.  Tis  a  Song  'lis  true,  but 
afad  Song.  The  People  of  God's 
Mourning  fhouM  be  of  this  Nature,  mix'd, 
not  pure  Sorrow.  "Tis  hard  to  deter*  . 
mine  whether  there  be  more  Matter  of 
Confolarion  or  Lamentation,  when  fuA 
a  Comparifon  is  made  to  the  Life  ;  whea 
God's  Goodnefs/and  our  Evils  are  fet  be- 
fore our  Eyes,  which  may  moft  work 
the  Heart  to  fuch  AfFeftibns.  Nay,  I 
think  it  is  poffible  they  may  both  Contribute 
to  both  thefe.  Is  there  any  more  abating 
and  humbling  Principle  than  Lore?  Hew 
(hall  the  Sinner  loath  ttfelf  in  his  glorious 
Pirefenc$?  Will  not  fo  much.  Kindnefi 
an*  Mercy,  fo  often  repeated,  as-oft  as  it 
U  mentwaed,  wound  the  Heart  in  which 
Q-43  *  there* 
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there  is  any  Tenderncfi?   And  again, 
when  a  Soul  behold*  it*  own  Injcatiwde 
and  evil  Requital  of  thtlxyd^tiadoafi, 
£ow  vile  and  1»w  perverie  it  ts,  *ew 
muft  it  loach  itfelf  in  Duft  and  Aftiea? 
Yet  is  not  all  Grqund  of  Hope  removed, 
fiich  a  frd  Sght  may  make  mixed  Ac- 
tions: If  we  be  fo  perverie  and  Evil, 
then  be  is  infinitely  Good,  and  his  Mercy 
"and  Goodnefs  is  above  our  Evils:  If  we 
have  dealt  fo  with  him,  yet  U  he  the 
Rock  that  changes  not,    he  is  a  God 
of  Truth  and  will  not  fail  in  his  Promife. 
Nay,  tho'  it  be  fad  to  be  fo  evil,  void  of 
all  Goodnefs,  yet  may  the  Soul  blefs  him 
for  evermore,  that  hatW  choien  this  Way 
lo  glorify  his  Name,  to  build  up  his  Praife 
upon  our  Ruin.    May  not  a  Soul  thus 
glory    in   lad   Infirmities,   becaufe  his 
ftrength  is  perfected  »  them  and  made 
cunifeft?  May  not  i  Soul  chufe  Empti- 
nefs  in  itfelf,  thaj  it  njay  be  beholden  to 
Us  FuLnefi?   How  refceiking  a  View 
might  the  fadeft  \#Qt>  on  our  Mifery  and 
Emptinefs  be,  if  we  did  behold  his  Pur- 
jofe  of  manifesting  his  Glory  in  ft  ?  Y* 
'  fee  hot  a  Compaction  inftttuted  between 
two   very  unequal  Parties,  God  and 
Man ;  there  is  no  Ukenefs,  let  be  "fi- 
quality  in  it,  yet  there  is  almoft  an  Equa- 
lly in  Unlikenefs.    The  ooe  is  infinite- 
ly Good  and  Perfeft ;   well,  what  ftali 
we  compare  to  him,  *mbo  4s  like  tbee, 
O  God,  irnong  the  Gods?  Angels  Good- 
Deft,  their   Perfection    and    Innocency, 
hath  not  fiich  a  Name  and  Appearance 
in  his  Sight ;  So  then,  there  can  be  no 
Comparison  made  this  Way ;  let  no  Flelh 
tf  ory  in  his  Sight  in  any  Thing,   but, 
kt  him  tbat  glorietb,  glory  in  the  Lmd, 
for  in  de  Sight  of  the  glorious  Lord,  all 
Things  do  disappear  and  evaniih.    But 
iurely  nothing,  tho*  moft  perfed,  tan 
9occ  come  yitbia  Ttema  q^jtetaoing 


beficte  him  for  any  Worth  :  Mofes&e* 
nothing  <o  fet  befide  God,  that  will  ap- 
peal in  its  own  Greamefs  and  native 
Cetows,  but  the  Creature*  Evil  tnd«n# 
and  if  this  be  not  infinite  abfolutely,  or 
equal  to  his  Goodnefs,  yet  it  comes 
ueareft  the  borders  of  lofinitenefs  ;  So 
then,  is  God  moil  perfeA?  is  he  infinite 
in  Goodnefs,  in  Truth,  kv  RigbteouP 
nefs.  &b  *  And  fo  infinite,  that  before 
him  nothing  appears  Good?  none  Good 
fave  One,  that  is  God.  Yet  we  may 
find  another  infinite,  and  it  is  in  evil  fm> 
f ul  Man ;  and  thefe  two  Contraries  fet 
befide  other,  dTo  much  illurtrate  each 
other.  'Ttstrue  that  his  Grace  fuper- 
abounds,  and  his  Goodnefs  is  more  than 
the  Creawres  Sinfotaefs ;  yet,  I  fay,  you 
(hall  not  find  any  Thing  that  cometh 
nearer  the  Infinitenels  and  Degrees  of  his 
Goodnefs,  than  the  Sinftjlnefs  of  Men  ; 
how  much  the  more  glorious  he  appears, 
fo  much  the  more,  vile  and  bale  doth  it 
appear. 

If  ye  did  indeed  ponder  and  weigh 
thefe  two  Verbs  in  the  Ballance  of  the 
Safl&uary,  would  not  your  Heart  fecret- 
ly  ask  lids  Queftion  whhin  you,  do  I 
thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  foolifti  and  ua* 
wife?  yea,  would  ye  not  account  your- 
felvermad  to  forfdke  the  Fountain  of 
living  Waters,  and  dig  broken  Cifitrns 
to  your/elves  ?  Oj  of  how  great  Mo- 
ment were  this  to  humble  your  Souls 
To-day?  This  Day  ye  are  called  to 
mourning  and  affli&ing  your  Soahu 
Now,  I  know  not  a  more  fuitfble  Ex- 
ercife  for  a  Day  of  Humiliation,  oar  a 
Principle  that  may  more  humble  aa< 
abafe  your  Souls,  than  the  ferious  «a6 
deep  Corifideration  of  thefe  two,  what 
Clod  is,  and  hath  been  to  us,  aad  what 
we  aje  aad  iave  proved  40  him «  what 
Jiatb  made  £>  anaav  'farm^a  HumiMaan 


upon  Deut.  xxxif.  4,  5,  d,  7. 


4?* 


that  have  provoked  him  to  Anger  ? 
Certainly  we  do  not  ekhcr  fertoufly  thipk 
on  any  of  thefe,  or  if  on  one  of  them, 
yet  not  on  both ;  the  mod  Part  of  you 
know  no  more  in  fuch  a  Day,  but  a 
Name  and  Ceremony  of  a  little  Abfti- 
ner ct.  //  tbis  to  fanfHfy  a  Day  to  the 
Lord**  when  ye  do  not  lb  roach  as  the 
People,  who  bowed  down  their  Head 
ibr  a  Day,  and  fpread  Sackloth  under 
them.  1  wonder  how  ye  think  to  pacify 
his  Wrath,  and  are  not  rather  afraid  of 
adding  Fewel  and  Oil  to  the  Flame  of 
his  Indignation.  Ye  come  here  and  fit 
as  in  former  Times,  and  what  do  ye 
more  either  here  or  at  home  ?  There  is 
no  SouKafBi&ioo,  no  not  for  a  Day ; 
the  moft  Part  of  you  are  no  more  af- 
fected with  your  Sins  and  his  Judgments, 
titan  if  none  of  thtfe  Things  were.  Now, 
I  pray  you*  what  (hall  the  Lord  fay  to 
us,  when  he  fpeaks  to  the  Jews  in  fuch 
Terms,  Ifa.  Iviii.  5.  //  it  fuch  a  Faft 
'  that  J  have  cbofcn,  a  Man  for  a  Day 
(0  affi*€t  bis  Soul*  And  do  ye  fo  much 
as-affiia  it  for  a  Day*  or  at  all?  Is  this 
then  the  Faft  that  he  will  choofe,  to 
abftain  from  your  Breakfaft  in  the'  Mor- 
ning, and  *t  Night  to  compenfe  the  want 
of  it,  and  no  more  ?  Is  this  an  acceptable 
Day  to  the  Lord  ?  The  Lord  upbraids  the 
Jews,  will  tbou  call  tbis  a  Faft  .*  And 
what  ILeafon  have  we  to  ask  you,  is  it 
pcflible  ye  think  ye  do  indeed  faft  to  the 
Lord?  I  cannotxhink  that  the  moft  Part 
cf  you  dare  fay,  that  ever  ye  fafted  or 
aflkAed  your  Souls. 

Always  here  is  the  Way,  if  we  con- 
fider  k,  to  fpend  a  Day  acceptably  to  the 
Lord,  enter  in  a  ferious  Confideration 
of  h\g  Majefty,  and  yourfelves  ;  ftudy 
on  thefe  wo,  rill  ye  find  your  Hearts 
bear  the  Stamp  of  them,  enlarge  your 
Ueaots  ia  ihe  Thoughts  of  them ;  both 


are  infinite,  his  Goodnefs  and  Power  and 
Mercy,   and  your   Sin  and  Mifcry,  no . 
End  of  them ;  what  ever  ye  find  Good  in  , 
God,  write  up  anfwerably  to  it,  to  much . 
Evil  and  Sin  in  yourfelves  and  the  Land  ; 
and  what  Evil  ye  find  in  yourfelves  and 
the  Land,  write  up  fo   much  Goodnefe , 
and  Mercy- in, his    Account.    All  the 
Names  of  his   Praifc  would  be  fo  many. 
Ground*  of  your    Conflilion  in  your* 
fclves,  and  would  imprint  fo  many  Notes 
of  Reproach  and  Difgrace  upon  the  Crea- 
ture, found  fo  contrary  to  him.    This, 
is  even  the  Exercife  God  calls  us  to  this. 
Day,  toconfider  his  Ways  to  us,  and. 
our  Ways  jto  him,  how  he  hatH  walked, . 
and  bow  we  have  walked;  becaufe  ye- 
loofe  thfe  Sight  of  thefe  two,  he  fends  ~ 
Affliction,  becaufe  in  our  Profperity  and. 
Peace  we  forget  God,  and  to  ourfelves  ; 
u  ye  find  this  People  did,  TPbem.  they* 
waxed  fat  tbey  ticked  againft  trim,  and; 
forgat  that  be  was  tbeir  Rock :  We  are 
fo  much  taken  up  with  our  own<£aie  and* 
Peace,  that  we  do  not  obfcrve  htm'-  in 
his  Dealings;  therefore  dorh  the  Lbrd-: 
trouble  our  Peace,  removes  thefe  Thiogs 
we  are  taken  up  with,  makes  .a  pubficfc 
Proclamation   of  Affliction,  and  Wcfled 
be  his  Name  whofe  End  is  grarioua ;  he 
means  this,  it  is  the  Proclamation  of  all 
his  Judgments,  turn  yo\;r  Eyes  offyottT' 
prefent  Eafe  here,  confider  what  I  am, 
and  what  yourfelves  are.    No  Nation . 
fb  foon  buries  the  Memory  of  his  Mer- 
cies, O  how  foon  are  they  drowned  in : 
Oblivion,  and  we  forget  our  own-Provo-- 
cations  as  foddenly  ;  therefore  muft  he. 
write  our  Iniquities  upon  a  Rod,  that 
we  may  read  them  in  great  Letters  ;  and « 
he  writes  his  former  Goodnefs  in  the 
Change   of  his  Difpenfations,  when  his  ' 
Way  to  us  changes,  that  \?e  may  know, 
what  is  paft    Tins  *is  the  great  Defign 

that 


'<&L 


SERMON    I. 


that  God  bath  in  the  World,  to  declare 
himfelf  and  his  oWn  Name,  that  it  may 
be  wondered  and  admired  at  by  Men, 
and  this  cannot  be  but  by  our  Ruin* 
abating  us  in  the  Duft;  he  therefore  ufes 
to  ftain  the  Pride  of  all  Glory,  that  his 
alone  may  appear  without  Spot.  This 
is  then  the  great  Controverly  of  God 
with  Men  and  Nations  in  all  Generati- 
ons* they  will  not  fee  him  alone  exalted, 
and  will  not  bow  before  him,  and  fee 
their  own  Vilenefs.  Why  cjoth  he  over- 
turn Kingdoms  and  Thrones  ?  Why  doth 
be  (hake  Nations  To  often?  Here  it  is ; 
God  s  Controverfy  will  never  ceafe,  till 
all  Mea  -acknowledge  him  in  his  High- 
nefi  and  Holinefi.  as  the  (pie  Fountain 
of  all  life,  and  .find  themfelves  vile, 
lels  than  nothing. "  nay  worfe  than  no- 
thing and  Emptinefi.  If  ye  would,  then 
have  God  at  Peace  with  the  Lapd  and 
-yourfelves ;  here  4s  the  compendious 
Way,  fet  him  up  a  Throne  of  Eminency . 
in  your  Hearty,  and  put  yourfelves  in  the 
Duft,  take  with  your  own  Guiltineft  and 
Naugbtinefs,  and  Irapoffibiiity  to  help- 
yourfelves  in  yourfelves ;  hold  thefe  two 
ilill  in  your  Eyes,  that  he  may  be  alone 
«ialted.  - 

Look  how  unequal  a  Match,  Ver.  4, 
5.  He  is  the  Rock,  a  Rock  indeed  ;  if 
.we  fpeak  of  Strength,  lo  he  is  ftrong, 
if  of  Stability,  be  is  the  Lord,  and  chan- 
ges not,  the  ancient  of  Days.  Hath 
.not  thou  heard  and  considered  this,  that 
the  ^ilirdgbty  faints  n*t9  and  wearies 
not*  He  holds  forth  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
JSfanie  to  his  People,  a  ready,  all-fuffi- 
jdent,  perpetual  and  enduring  Refuge  to 
all  that  truft  in  him,  and  fiie  unto  him  as 
a  Rock  higher  than  they ;  and  this  is  the 
Foundation  that  the  Church  is  builded 
pn,  againfi  which  the  Gates  of  Hell 
JbsUlm  frcwU'  jSods  Omnipocency 


for  Defence,  his  Eternity,  Faithfulnefi 
and  Unchangeablenefs  to  make  that  Jure, 
his  Mercy  and  Goodnefi  makes  a  Hole 
in  that  Rock  to  enter  in,  a  ready  Accefi 
for  poor  Ship-wreckt  and  broken  Men, 
who  have  no  other  Refuge.  This  is-  our 
Rock  on  which  the  Church  is  builded, 
Jefus  Cbrijf,  1  Cor.  x.  4.  Mat.  xvi. 
18.  God  were  inacceffible  ia  himfeif.  an 
impregnable  Rock  ;  bow  would  Sinners 
overcome  him,  and  enter  in  to  him  to  be 
faved  from  Wrath?  Nay,  but  Jefus  Chrift 
hath  made  a  plain  Way  and  Path,  out  of 
the  Waves  of  Sin  and  Mifery,  into  this 
Rock  higher  than  we ;  -and  Jo  the  poor 
Soul  that  is  loft  in  its  own  Eyes,  and  feet 
no  Refuge, -4s  forced  to  quite  the  broken 
Ship  of  created  Confidence,  for  fear  of 
periling ;  how  doth  it  find  a  Door  in 
this  Rock  to  enter?  And  there  is  Water 
to  drink  o&  a  Fountain  of  Jiving 
Waters  comes  out  of  k,  and  that  is 
Cbrifi. 

Now,  all  thefe  Names  of  hit  Praife 
rub  fo  many  Marks  of  Shame  on  his 
People;  O  bow  fid  is  the  fecret  Re- 
proof and  Eapoftularion  contained  in  this 
Commendation  of  God,  he  hath  been  a 
Rock  to  us,  our  Refuge  that  we. fled 
unto,  .and  found  fure ;  for  as  in  our 
Straits,  we  mounted  upon  his  Power  and 
were  fupported,  when  the  Floods  lifted 
up  their  Waves*  yet  liave  we  left  our 
Rock,  gone  out  from  our  .Strength  ;  he 
offers  himfelf  a  Rock  unto  us,  his  Fulnefs 
and  All-fuffirieacy  for  us,  and  yet  we 
leave  the  Fountain  of  living  Waters* 
and  dig  broken  Cifterns,  had  rather 
cboofe  our  own  broken  Ship  to  tofs  up 
and  down  into.  He  abides  for  ever  the 
fame ;  tboa  we  change,  he  xhanget  not. 
How  may  it  repfove  our  Backflidings, 
that  we  depart  from  our  Rock,  and  where 
(ball  we  find  a  JUfiige  ia  the  Day  of  la- 

dignatkm? 
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dignation?  Is  there  any  created  Moun- 
tain, but  fome  Floods  of  the  Time  will 
cover?  therefore  it  is  Folly  and  Mad- 
neis  10  forfake  this  Rock  that  is  (lilt 
above  the  Floods ;  be  is  mightier  tbatt 
the  Noife  of  many  Waters.  It  ma) 
reprove  our  Unbelief,  we  change  oui 
Faith  according  to  the  Difpenfation*  out 
Faith  ebbs  and  flows  as  the  Tide  of  his 
Providence,  and  thus  we  are  as 'Sties:.' 
fleeting  in  the  Water,  tofled  up  an* 
down  ;  but  would  ye  be-  eftablifhed  ai 
Mount  Sionl  Would  ye  be  unmoveablt 
in  the  midft  of  great , Waters,  that  the> 
fhall  not  come  near  unto  you?  Ther,  b> 
all  Means  get  upon  this  Rock,  that  a* 
bides  unmoved  in  the  midft  of  the 
Waves,  tho'  they  (houid  beat  on  it.  and 
the  Wind  blow,  yet  it  is  Proof  of  all 
Tempeft;  all  Things  might  be  driven 
up  and  down  about  you  with  the  Lord's 
Difpenfation,  but  ye  (houM  abide  the 
fame,  and  might  look  round  about  you 
on  the  troubled  Sea  of  Mens  Minds,  of 
Lands  and  Eftates.  If  you  come  here, 
ye  may  make  Ship-wreck,  but  ye  (hall 
not  drown,  tho"  ye  loofe  the  Creature's 
Comfort  and  Defence,  yet  ye  are  on 
your  Rock,  which  is  eftablifhed  before 
the  Rocks  and  Mountains ;  you  may  be 
lure  of  Salvation,  he  that  made  the 
Rocks  and  Winds  and  Sea,  is  your 
Rock. 

His  Work  is  perfeff]  As  he  doth 
not  trouble  himfelf  when  all  is  troubled 
about  him,  fo  be  keeps  him  affb  in  per- 
fect Peace,  wbofe  Mind  is  flayed  on 
bim  1  fo  alfo  what  he  doth  among  Men, 
tho'  it  cannot  pafs  without  Man's  Cen- 
fure,  yet  it  is  in  ttfelf  perfeA,  cotaplete, 
without  Spot  or  Defeft.  What  is  the 
Subjeft  of  ail  Mens  Queftions,  Doubts, 
Complaints,  Cenfuces,  Eipoftulations  and 
foch  like,  of  which  the  World  it  fill? 


'Tis  fome  one  Work  of  God  or  other  ; 
there  is  no  Work  of  his  Providence,  but 
fome  Man  finds  a  Fault  in  it,  and  would 
t>e  at  the  mending  of  it.  Neque  Deus 
"umpluit,  omnibus  placet,  if  he. give 
Rain  he  difpleafes  many,  if  he  withhold 
it  again,  we  are  as  little  pleafed'  The 
Reafon  of  all  this  Mifconftrutfion  if, 
„  ve  look  on  his  Work .  by-  Parcels,  and 
u\e  it  not  whole  and  inure,  fo  it  is  per* 
•I- A,  and-  cannot  be  made  better.  His 
•-'Forkr  are  perfeft,  in  Relation  to  the 
Beginning,  and  Original  of  them,  his  own 
everl-fting  Purpofe ;  Men  often  bring* 
forth  Works  by  guefs,  by  their  Purpofe^ 
Co  no  Wonder  it  anfwer  not  their  Defire  ;  - 
but  known  to  bim  are  all  bis  Works 
*romtbe  Beginning,  and  fh  be  doth  no- 
thing in  Tune,  but  what  was  hit  ever- 
lulling  Pleafure ;  often  we  purpofe  welt 
and  refolve  nerfeftly,  but  our  Practice  Is 
a  Criple,  Execution  of  it  is  maimed  'and 
imperfeft ;  but  all  \A$  Works  are  carved 
out,  and  done  juft  as  he  defigoed  them, 
without  the  leajl  Alteration  ;  and,  if  k 
had  not  been  well,  would  be  have  thought  * . 
on  it'  fo,  and  refolved  it  before  Hand? 
His  Works  are  perfeft,  in  Relation  to 
the  End  to  which  be  appointed  them*  ~ 
It  may  be  it  is  not  perfeft  in  itfelf,  a  „ 
blind  Eye  is  not  fo  perfeft  as  a  feeing 
Eyt ;  nay,  but  in  Relation  to  the  Glory 
of  hii  Name,  who  hath  a  Purpofe  to  de- 
clare his  Power  by  reftoring  that  Sight; 
it  is  as  perfeft. .  And  in  this  Senile,  all 
the  Imperfection  of  the  Creatures  and> 
Creation,  all  of  them  are  perfeA  Workv " 
for  they  accomplifh  the  End  wherefore 
they  were  fent;  and  fo  the  Night  de- 
clares his  Name,  and  utters  a  Speech  a*  < 
well  as  the  Day,  the  Winter  as  the  Sum- 
mer, the  WUdernefi  as  the  fruitful  Field  ; 
for  what  is  the  Perflation  of  the  Crea*  ' 
ture,  but  in  as  fer  as  it"  accompliih es  bis 
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Furpoi'e  and  LnJ,  as  the  Maktr  or  it 
ferves  himfelf  with  ic ;   and  therefore  all 

.hit  Work  is  perfect,  for  it  is  ail  framed 
in  WiiUom  to  his  own  End*,  in  Num- 
ber, Meafure  and  Weight';  it  is  fo  exact- 
ly agreeing  to  that,  that  you  could  not 

.imagiflfc  it  better.  Again,  bis  Work  is 
perjeft,  if  we  take  it  altogether,  and  do 

Loot  cut  it  in  Paiccls,  and  look  on  it  foj 
b  there  any  Workmanship  beautiful,  if 
ye  look  upon  it  in  ihe  doing*  while  the. 
Timber  lies  in  one  Part,  and  the  Stones 

M  another?, Is  that  a  perfeft  Building, 

.when  ye  fee  one  Arm  here,  another 
there,  and  a  Leg  Mattered  befide  them  ? 

4iath  that  Image  any  Cumlinefs?  Certainly 

•ao ;  but  look  upon  thrfe  united,  and  then 
they  are  perteft.    Letters  and  Syllables 

.make  no  Senft,  riH  ye  conjoin  them  in 
Words,  and  Words  in  Sentences ;  eren 

:fc  is  it  here,  if  ye  look  on  the  Day  alone, 
the  Light  of  it  being  perpetual  would 
weary  us,  the  Night   alone  would  be 

.snore  lb;  but' the  Interchange  of  them  is 


many  Things  among  us  feem  out  of  Or. 
der«  many  Things  uncomplete.  The 
Reformation  qf  England,  how  great 
Obftru&ion  was  in  the  Wayofit?  U% 
that  now  a  perfefi  Work  ?  Yes  certainly  ; 
for  if  we  know  his  End  and  Purpofe,  it 
is  very  well,  and  could  not  be  bettered 
by  the  Art  .of  all  Men  ;  His  Thoughts 
are  far  *b*ve  fur  I^jngi//.  The  prof 
perous^  uninterrupted  Succefsof  thai 
Eariy  in  E%landt  is  it  a  perfeft  Work? 
'es  certainly,  fee  if  ye  could  behold 
heir  End.  ye  would  lay  fo,  tbej  arefes 
i*  flipper*  Places,  tbtir  Foot  Jbail Jlide 
in  due  wm? 

Eotertidn  this  Thought  iftjour  Heart, 
that  he  hath  done  all  well,  let  not  your 
fecret  Though  fo  much  as  call  them  in 
QuefBoo;  if  ence  ye  queflaon,  ye  will 
quickly,  oenfin  them ;  hold  this  Pes* 
fwafion,  that  nothing  can  be  better  thai* 
what  he  dock,  nothing  can  be  added,  ad 
nothing  diwrtfred  from  ihemr  be  doth 
all  in  Nember,  Weigfr  aqd  Meafim,  'til 


fleafant,  Day-  and  Nigrji  together  make  fo  etaftly  cortefiondent  10  kit  ftiFpoft 

a  diftinft  Language  of  God's  Praife ;  fo  and  Pefipt  wif  fewer*  weigW  out; 

God  hath  fet  Profperity  and  Adrafiry  and  mofftre*  out  for  that  End.  ~ 
the  one  over  agakift  the  other,  one  of       Let  ifefccittly  ftpwre  your  Htan% 


them  it  <may  be  feems  imperfeAi  nay, 
Jbut  it  is  a  perfect  Work  that  is  made 
up  of  both.  Spots  in  the  Face  commend 
the  Beauty  of  the  reft  of  it. 

If  ye  would  then  look  upon  God's 
Work  aright*  look  on  k  in  the  SanAuary's 
Light,  and  ye  foal]  fey,  He  bath  dene 
all  'well,    Join  the  End  with  the  Begin 


the  ?erjfc«Q*  qf  his  WQrfcs  ftatn&  our 
Works,  OhowknptrfeAaj*  they?  Asrf 
which  is  woffe,  bpw  impudent  atyfbdi 
are  we  to  cen&re  his,'  and  abfolre  our 
own  ?  If  he  have  a  Hand  in.  our  Wort 
yet  thefe  imperfrft  Works*  are  perfeft  , 
in  regard  of  him ;  as  we  hire  a  tyand  in 
his  perfeft  Works,  yetUspcift&Wocki 


ting,  and  behold  they  agree  ?crr  well*  '  ase  ia^pffrftft  m  regard  of  us* 


SER- 


49? 


aKmraremmmKrama^rewrasrasreacK 


SERMON    II. 

Dent.  xxxiL  4,  5.  He  is  the  Reck,  his  Work  is  perfeft: 
For  all  his  Ways  are*  Judgment:  A  God  of  Truth* 
and  without  Iniauity,  juft  and  right  is  he.  They  have 
corrupted  them/elves,  their  Spot  is  not  the  Spot  of  bis 
Children,  .&c 


HTHERE  are  none  can  behold  their 
-*  own  Vilenefc  as  it  is,  but  in  the 
Sight  of  God's  glorious  HolineG ;  Sin  is 
Darknefi,  and  neither  fees  ttfelf,  nor  any 
Thing  elfe,  therefore  muft  his  light 
ftine  to  difcover  this  Darknefi,  If  we 
abide  within  ourfelres,  and  Men  tike 
ourfekei,  we  cannot  wifely  judge  our- 
felres;  our  dim  Sparkle  will  not  make 
all  the  Imperfections  and  Spots  appear  1 
but,  if  Men  would  coop  forth  in  the 
Pretence  of  his  Majeity,  who  turns 
Darhnefs  ins6t  Xjjgfo.  and  before  whom 
He*l  is  naked,  O  how  bafe  and  vile 
would  they  appear  iij  their  owq  Eyes? 
Is  it  any  Wonder  that  the;  Multitude  of 
you  lee  not  your&tees,  when  holy  IJaiat 
W&Job  hail  this  teflon  to  learn  ?  Ifaiah 
gets  a  DUcovery  of  hts  own  Unclean- 
ne^  in  the  Sfelit  of  (Sod  s  glorious  Holi- 
frTt,  Cbdf,  vL  f,  which  I  think  made 
-all  his  former  light  Darknefs;  he  cryes 
out'  unclean,  as  if  be  had  never  known 
it  before  ^  and  fo  Job,  Since  I  jaw  thee 
I  abbojred  ntjjelfin  Dufi  and  Afbts. 
Ye  hear  much  of  him,  ,and  it  doth  not 
abaft  you;  but  if  ye  law  him;  ye  would 


not  abide  yourftlres,  you  Would  prefer 
the  Duft  you  trade  on  to  yourfelvea. 
Ye  who  know  mod,  there  is  a  Myftery 
of  Iniquity  in  your  Hearts*  that  is  not 
yee  decerned,  ye  are  but  yet  in  the  Coaft 
of  that  Bottomlefs  Sea  of  Abomination 
and  Vilenefi.  Among  all  the  Aggr* 
rations  of  Sin,  nothing  dotb  b  demon* 
Ante  the  Folly,  yea  the  Madnefs  of  It, 
as  the  rerftcTton,  Goodnefs,  and  aWblute 
Unfpotednefs  of  God.  *Tis  this  that  takes 
away  all  Pretence  of  Excufe,  and  leaves 
the  famen  noting,  no  Place  to  hide"  ft* 
Confofion  and  Nakednefs'  and  Shame  in- 
to ;  and  therefore  is  it  thuMofes,  when  ' 
he  would  conf  iqce  this  People  of  the*  , 
Ways,  and  -make  thejn  jbefcufible,  he 
draws  the  Parald  of  God's  Ways  and 
their  Ways,  declares  what  God  is,  hoi* 
abfolutely  perfeft  jn  himfctf,  and  in  his 
Works,  and  had  given  no  Caufc  of  Provo- 
cation r»  them  to  depart  from  htm:  And 
then,  how  odious  muft  their  departing 
be?  When  both  are  painted. on  a  Board 
before  their  Eyes ;  it  makes  Sn  become 
exceeding  fln&L  When  the  Lord  would 
pierce  the  Hearts  of  his  People,  *aAd  in* 
'    Rrr  frar* 


$oo 

grave  a  Challenge  with  the  Point  of  an 
Diamond,  he  ufeth  this  as  his  Pen, 
Have  1  been  a  iVildernefs  to  Ifrael, 
a  Land  of  Darknefs  >  irby  fay  my 
People,  we  are  Lords,  we  will  come  no 
more  to  tbee  >  Jer.  i\.  3 1 .  What  Iniquity 
have  your  lathers  found  in  me,  that 
they  are  gone  from  me,  and  waked  after 
Canity?  J<?r.  ii.  5- 

There  are  two  Things  in  Sin  that  ex- 
ceedingly abufe  the  Creature,  the  Iniquity 
of  it,  and  Folly  and  Madnefs  of  it.  'Tis 
contrary  to  all  Equity  ana1  Reafon  to  de- 
part from  him  that  hath  made  us,  and 
given  us  a  Law,  to  whom  we  are  by  fo 
many  Obligations  tied  :  But  what  is  the 
Folly  and  Madnefs  of  it,  to  depart  from 
the  Fountain  of  living  Waters,  and 
dig  broken  Cifierns  that  can  bold  none? 
Verfe  13.  This  is  a  Thing  that  the 
Heavens  may  be  aftonifaed  at ;  and*  if 
the  Earth  had  Senfe  to  underftand  fuck 
a  Thing,  the  whole  Fabrick  of  it  would 
tremble  for  Horror  at  fuch  Madnefs 
and  Folly  of  reafonable  Soul*;  and  this 
Evil  hath  two  Evils  in  it,  we  forfake 
"Lite,  and  love  Death,  go  from  him,  and 
choofe  Vanity.  'Tis  great  Iniquity  to  de- 
part without  an'  Offence  on  his  Part ; 
lie  may  appeal  to  all  our  Confidences,  and 
let  them  (it  down  and  examine  his  Way 
xnoft  narrowly,  What  iniquity  have  ye 
found  in  me  f  what  Caufe  have  ye  to 
leave  me  ?  But  when  withal  he  is  a 
living  Fountain,  he  is  our  Glory,  he  is  a 
fruitful  Land,  a  Land  of  Light,  our  Qr- 
nanient  and  Attire,  in  a  Word,  our  Life 
and  our  Confolation,  our  Happinefi  and 
our  Beauty  -,  what  Word  (hail  be  found, 
to  exprefs  the  extreme  Madnefs  of  Men 
to  depart  from  fuch  an  One,  and  change 
their  Glory  into  that  which  doth  not 
profit?  If  either  he  were  not  a  Foun- 
tain of  living  Waters,  01  if  there  were 
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any    Fountain   befide,     that  could    yield 
Water  to  fatisfy  the  unfauable  De fires  of 
Men,  it  were  more  excufable  ;  but  what 
Shadow  (hall  be  found  to  cover  fuch  an 
Iniquity,   that  is   both  infinite  Sin,  and 
incomparable  Lofs?    'Tis  the  Scripture  s 
Scile   given  to  natural  Men,  F*olj  and 
Simple  ;  all  Sin  hath  Folly  in  it.  but  the 
People  of  God's  departing  from  him  hath 
Extremity  of  Folly  in   it,  befide  Iniqui- 
ty, becaufe  they  do  embrace  a  Dung-hill 
inrtead  of  a  Throne,    they   make   the 
madeft  Exchange  that  can  be  imagined^ 
Glory   for  Shame,    Life  for   Death,  at 
leaft,  Confolation   and   Peace,    for  Va- 
nity and  Vexatioq  and  Anguifh  of  Spirit. 

If  ye  would  be  duly  a/Tefled  with  the 
Sight  of  your  own  Evils,  look  upon  them' 
in  this  Confideration,  and,  in  the  View 
of  God  your  large  Portion,  ye  will  be 
forced  to  conftfs  yourfelves  Beafts  in 
bis  'Sight,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  22.  Oh  that  Men 
would  confider  how  good  and  bJefled  the 
Lord  is,  how  he  is  alone,  and  nothir* 
befide  him  in  Heaven  and  Earth,  all 
broken  Citterns,  all  Dung  and  unprofit- 
able, all  Vanity  and  Vexation,  he  only 
felffufficient,  at!  others  infurficient,  and 
therefore  a  proportioned  Good  for  our 
Neceffity  and  Defires ;  and  I  am  fure  ye 
would  be  conftrained  to  cry  out  with 
David,  Whom  have  I  in  Heaven  with 
tbee,  or  in  Earth  befide  tbee  *  It  is 
good  for  me  t*  draw  near  to  God.  Yte 
would  look  on  drawing  near,  and  walk- 
ing with  him,  and  before  him,  not  only 
as  the  moft  reafonable  Thing,  but  the 
beft  Thing,  mod  beautiful  for  you,  moft 
profitable  for  you,  and  all  other  Ways 
would  be  looked  on  as  the  Ways  of 
Death. 

His  Work  is  pcrfe€l]  The  Lord 
looked,  and  behold  ail  was  good  that 
was  made ;  So  it  was  at  firft,  the  Fa- 
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brick  of  this  World  was  an  exquifite  and 
perfect  Work,  a  (unable  Demonstration 
of  bis  infinite  Wifdom,  wonderful  in  all 
the  Parts  of  it,  and  in  the  Unity  and 
Harmony  of  the  whole:  But  fo  alio  his 
Work  of  Providence  is  perfect.  Divine 
Wifdom  hath  framed  and  contrived  all, 
and  it  cannot  be  better.  If  any  Thing 
feem  imperfect  in  itfelf,  yet  it  is  perfect, 
in  Relation  to  his  glorious  Ends  he 
directs  it  unto  :  And  fo  would  we  look 
on  all  the  Works  among  us ;  if  any 
Thing  feemed  a  Spot  and  Diigrace  of  the 
Creation,  certainly  the  Sin  of  Men  and 
Angels :  Nay,  but  even  that  is  fo' or- 
dered by  his  holy  Soveraignty,  that  in 
Relation  to  his  Majefty,  it  may  be  called 
a  perfect  Work.  If  ye  do  but  confider 
what  a  glorious  high  Throne  he  hath 
erected  to  himfelf  for  Juftice  and  Judg- 
ment to  be  the  Habitation  of  it,  and 
Mercy  and  Truth  to  go  before  it,  upon 
the  Ruins  of  defaced  Man,  what  a 
Theatre  of  Juftice  he  hath  erected  upon 
the  Angels  Fall,  ye  would  call  it  as 
perfect  a  Work  as  is  in  the  World. 
His  Work  is  one  in  the  World,  fubor- 
dinate  to  one  great  Defign  of  manifesting 
his  own  glorious  Juftice  and  Mercy, 
Omnipotency  and  Wifdom.  Now  what 
do  ye  fee  of  it  but  Parcels  ?  Tho*  ye 
comprehend  all  your  Time  in  one 
Thought,  yet  certainly  ye  cannot  judge 
it  aright »  for  it  is  but  one  Work  that 
all  the  feveral  Buildings  and  Callings 
down,  all  the  feveral  Difpenfations  of  his 
Providence  from  the  Beginning  to  the 
End  make  up  ;  and  when  we  think  upon 
thefe  disjoined,  limit  our  Confideration 
within  the  Bonds  of  our  own  Time,  can 
we  rightly  apprehend  it?  Nay,  which  is 
worfe,  we  ufe  to  have  no  more  within 
the  Compafs  of  our  Thought,  but  fome 
prefent  Thing,  and  bow  much  more  do 
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we  err  then  ?  What  Beauty,  what   Per- 
fection can  fuch  a  fmall  Part  have?  But 
'tis  prefent  to  him,  who  beholds  with  a 
Glance  all  there  Parts  -,  tho'  fucceeding  in 
many  Generations,  be  fees  it  altogether, 
joins  the  End  with  the  Beginning,  fees 
the  firft  Mould,  the   firft  Foundation- 
ftone,  and  the  laft  Compearing,  all  flow* 
ing  from  himfelf,  and  returning  thither, 
and  ending  in  himfelf.     He  hath  made 
an  Interchange  in  Nature,  which  might 
teach  us,  the  Night  alone  bath  no  Beauty, 
nay,  but  it  beautifies  the  Day ;  your  dark- 
eft  Hours  and   Tempefts,  publick  and 
perfonal,  are  they  perfect  Works?  Yes 
certainly,  if  ye  compound  them  with 
your    Sun-fhines  and    Calms  ;    feveral 
Colours  make  Pictures  beautiful,  the  one 
is  as  needful  as  the  other;  and  if  ye  did 
confider  your   Profit  morfe  than  your 
Honour  and  Pleafure,  ye  would  iay  fo. 
He  doth  not  model  his  Works  accor* 
ding  to  our  Fancy  to  pleafe  us,  but  our 
Good  to  profit  us,  and  be  is  wifer  thai* 
we  ;  and  fo  then  it  is  the  moft  perfect 
Work  in  itfelf,  that  poffibly  dtfpleafeth 
us  moft.    Therefore  ye  would  judge  of 
his  dealing  by  another   Rule,  nor  your 
Satisfaction,  for  pleafe  you  and  periih 
you.     If  he  fpared  the  Rod,  he  (hould 
hate  us  indeed ;  fond  Love  is  real  Hat- 
red.    Chriftians,  if  ye  would  judge  his 
Works  by  his  Word,  and  not  by  your 
Senfe,  by  your  Well,  and  not  by  your 
Will ;  certainly  ye  would  fay,  as  the  Men 
did  of  Chrift,  be  bath  done  all  weU; 
the    World  would   difcover  to  you  a 
Perfection,  even  in  Imperfection,  a  Per- 
fection in  Infirmities,  that  ye  ihould  not 
only  rejoice  in  them,  but  glory  in  them ; 
'Moft  gladly  there jore  will  I  glory,  &c. 
faith  Paul.     Are  Infirmities  a  perfect 
Work?  Or  is  the  fuffering  of  Paul to 
be  buffeted  and  tempted  a  perfect  Work? 
Rrrt  What 
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What  Comfort  U  in  1c  ?  yes  much ;  In- 
firmities alone*  are  Infirmities  indeed : 
Nay,  but  Infirmities  in  me,  arid  Strength 
injejus ;  Weaknefi  in  me,  and  Strength 
dwelling  in  me,  thefe  make  up  one  per* 
feft  Work,  that  could  as  little  want 
the  Infirmities  is  the  Strength ;  the  Glory 
of  God,  and  our  Well  and  Confolarion 
requires  the  one,  n  well1  a»  the  other, 
it  could  not  be  complete  without  any  of 
foem.  What  do  ft  think  of  the  Times 
now  ?  Are  England  %  Apoftacy,  and  Ire- 
Undi -Defolation  perfeft  Works?  That 
great  Work  of  Reformation,  that  feemed 
to  be  above  our  Shoulders,  'tis  now 
filed  to  the  Ground,-  and  the  very 
Foundations  removed. . .  Is  Deformation 
a  perfeft  Work  ? .  Certainly,  if  we  look 
#n  thefe  Things  in  the  Scripture's  Light, 
and  confider  them  in  Relation  to  him 
who  is  the/chief  Builder,  and  doth  in 
Heaven  -and  Earth  what  he  pleafeth ; 
that  Deformation  is  a  perfeft  Work, 
tho'  nor  a  pet feft  Reformation  ;  tho"  we 
could  not  inform  you  of  the  Perfection 
of  it,  yet  the  general  might  filenceus; 
all  this  (hall  be  no  Mils,  no  Marr  in 
the  End.  His  Work  at  the  End  of  Ac- 
counts (hall  appear  fo  complete,  as  if  it 
had  never  had  Interruption.  He  is  wife, 
and  knows  what  be  dottr;  if  this  were 
toot  for  his  Glory  and  his  Peoples  Good, 
certainly  it  (hould  not  be.  Was  not  the 
Peoples  wandering  in  the  Wiidernefi 
forty  Years  *  moft  ftrange  Work  ?  a 
longer  Interruption  of  the  eipefted  and 
begun  Voyage  out  of  Egypt  f  What 
human  Reafbn  would  have  Ailed  this 
Work  with  Perfection?  Did  they  not 
often  murmur  againft  it?  yet  Mqfes 
calls  this  a  perfcft  Work  alfo.  What  if 
*  the  Lord  be  digging  the  Ground  deeper 
in  England,  thit  the  Foundation  may  be 
rbe  furer?  What  if  be  be  on  a  Work  of 


Judgment,  filling  the  Cup  of  many  de- 
luded Blafphemers,  that  he  may  have 
another  Cup  of  Wrath  prepared?  What 
if  this  be  his  great  Purpofe,  to  execute 
Vengeance  upon  a  prophane  Generation 
that  will  not  abide  the  very  Name  and 
Form  of  Godiinefs,  by  thefe  who  pre. 
tend  tb  the  Name  •fit  as  their  Honour? 
What  if  the  Lord  hath  defaced  ail  that 
this  Kingdom  was  inftrumental  in  buil- 
ding of  in  England,  that  he  abne  mar 
have  the  Glory  in  a  fecond  Temple  more 
glorious  ?  Many  Things  there  may  be 
in  his  Mind,  and  be  is  in  one  Mind 
and  tobo  can  turn  torn*  and  what  his 
Soul  defiretb,   even  that  he  doth ;  and 
this  may  be  enough  to  fatisfy  us,  He 
fees  andkkows  alibis  Works  from  the 
Beginning.    And  without  all   Cbntro. 
veriy   he  hath  provided  it  tb,  that  tbe 
Reproach  of  his  Name  (ball  be  auule 
up  with  the  more  (binning  of  his  Glory, 
and  tbe  Afflictions  of  his  People  (haij  be 
compenied  with  Soags  of  Deliverance. 
May  ye  not  give  him  fo  much  Credit 
as  ye  would  give  to  a  skilful  Man  fa 
his  own  Trade?  Ye  know  it  is  his  Name 
EJtceUent  in  Counfel,  and  wonderful 
a*  Working;  then  take  bis  Work,  ex- 
pound'it  according  to  his   Word,   and 
not  your  Apprehenfioo.    It  may  be  bis 
Work  appears  not  excellent ;  nay,  but  if 
ye  knew  his  Counfel,  ye  would  think  it 
fo.    His  wonderful  Counfel  makes  all 
his  Works  excellent;  and  therefore  do 
not  take  upon  you  tp  judge  his  Works, 
uhiefs  ye  could  wade  the  Depth  of  his 
Counfels,  elfe  ye  declare  yourfelves  to" 
be   both    ignorant    and    pre&mptuous. 
there  is  attme  to  build,  and  a  Stmt 
to  cajt  down,  a  time  for  every  thing, 
faith  the  wife  Man ;  now,   I   fay,  he 
knows  the  Time  and  Seafon,  he  does 
every  Thins  to  fail  Time;    If  ye  come 
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by  a  Work-man  that  is  calling  down  a 
Houfe  that  in  your   Appearance  Teems 
good,  would  ye  condemn  him  pfefemly  ? 
No,  but  ftay  till  ye  fee  what  he  will  do 
next,  wait  till  the. due  Time,  and  when 
ye  fee  a  better  Piece  of  Workmanlhip 
on  that  Ground,  ye  (hall  abfotve  him. 
Tho'  God  often  change   his  Work,  do 
not  think  he  changes  his  Counfel  and 
t?urpofes  as  Men  do ;  no,  be  is  in  one 
Mind%  and  iibo  can  turn  him  f  there* 
fore  he  had  that  Change  in  his  Mind 
when  he  made  the  Work ;  when  he  erec- 
ted fuch  a  Throne,  he  had  this  in  his 
Mind  to  caft  it  down  within   fuch  a 
Space,  and  fo  his  Change,  his- throwing 
down  is  as  perfect  in  his  Mind,  as  his 
building  up.     Ye  have  large  and  big  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  temporal  Kingdoms  and 
Crowns  of  Government,  and  fuch  like, 
as  if  they  were  great,  yea  only  Things.: 
But  they  are  not  fo  to  him;  all  this 
World  and  its  Standing,  ail  the  King- 
dom* and  their  Affairs  are  not  hU  great 
Work  and  Bufinefs;    hex  hath  a  great 
Work,  the  bringing  of  many  Sons  to  ) 
Glory,    and  the  complealing  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  building  of  that  glorious  myftical 
Building,  the  holy  Temple  made  up  of 
living  Stones,   of  which  Chrift  is  the 
FoundatiQn  and  chief  Corner-ftone  both : 
And  'tis  this  that  'he  attends  to   moft. 
Other  Works  among  Men,  tho*  they  have 
more   Noife,  they  are  left  concerned ; 
all  thefe  are  but  in  the  By,  andfuhfer- 
vient  to  his  great  Defign,  and  like  the 
Scaffolds  of  a  Building,  that  are,  it  miy 
be,  fometimes  very  needful:  .Nay,  but 
when  the  Building  is  completed,  he  (hail 
remove  all  thefe,  he  hath  no  more  .Ufe 
of  them  ;  Kings  Shall  be  '*by  Nurfe- 
fathers,  Kings  {ball  bow  to  ibee*    He 
is  not  much  concerned  in  Government 
nor   in    Governors,   but  for  his  tittle  I 


Flock's  Sake  ;  and  if  thefe  were  gathe- 
red, all  thele  (hall  have  an  End,  and  the 
Flock  alone  abide  for  ever.    < 

And  all  bis  Ways  are  Judgment] 
This  is  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  his  Ways 
and  his  Works  are  one  ;  and  this  is  the 
Perfection  of  his  Work,  that  it  is  all 
right  and  equal ;  whether  they  be  in 
Juftice  or  Mercy,  they  are  all  righteous 
and  holy,  no  Iniquity  in  them,  his  Ways 
are  iiraight  and  equal,  exalt  as  if  they 
were  measured  by  an  exalt  even  Rule  ; 
but  becaufe  we  make  Application  of  a 
crooked  Rule  to  them,  we  do  imagine 
chat  they  are  crooked  ;  as  the  blind  Man 
fudges  *no  Light  to  be,  becaufe  be  fees  it 
not.  How  may  the  Lord  contend  and 
plead  with  us,  as  with  that  People,  Exek. 
xviii.  25.  Is  it  poffiWe  that  any  can 
challenge  him  and  clear  themielves,  who 
will  be  juftified  of  all  when  be  is 
judged*  and  before  whom  no  Flejb  cam 
be  juftified*  And  yet  behold  the  Ini- 
quity of  Mens  Hearts  ;  there  is  a  ferret 
Reflection  of  our  Spirits  upon  his  Mar 
jefty,  as  if  his  Ways  were  not  equal 
whenever  we  repine  againft  them,  and- 
when  "we  do  not  take  with  our  Iniquity* 
and  flop  our  Mouths  with  DuA.  Behold^ 
the  Lord  will  aflert  his  own  Ways,  ami 
plead  with  all  Flefh  this  Controvert 
that  all  his  Proceedings  are  full  of  Equip 
ty;  he  walks  according  to  a  Rule,  tho* 
he  be  not  tied  to  a  Rule ;  he  walks  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  of  Wifitom,  Juftice  » 
and  Mercy,  tho'  his  tllimited  Sove- 
raignty  might  be  a  fufficient  Ground  of 
clearing  of  all  his  Proceedings:  But  we 
walk  not  according  to  a  Rule,  tho*  we 
be  bound  to  a  Rule,  and  a  Rule  full  of 
Equity. 

Here  is  the  Equity  and  JuAnefs  of  his 
Ways,  the  Gofpel  holds  it  forth  in  a 
twofold  Coofideration.  Ffrft,  If  any  Man 
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.  -turn  from  his  Iniquity,  and  flee  unto  my 

rSon  as  the  City  of  Refuge,  be  jball  live*  j 
he  batb  eternal  Life  ;  Iniquity  (hall  not 
•be  his  Ruin,  altho'  he  hath  done* Iniqui- 
ty.   09  who  is  a  Cod  like  unto  thee 
that  pardcnetb  Iniquity*   Is  not  this 
complete  Mercy?  Whatever  Iniquity  hath 
•  been,  aggravate  it  as  ye  can,  tho  it  could 
have  ruined  a  World,  yet  it  could  not 
4»ve  ruined  thee,  that  turns  in  to  Jefus 

.  Chrift  from  Iniquity.  What  Exception 
can  all  the  World  have  againft  this,  or 
.his  walking  according  to -it?  And  on 
the  other  Hand,  whofoever  continueth 
-in  Sin,  tho*  he  appear  to  himfetf and  o- 
thers  never  fo  righteous;  if  he  entertain 
-tod  lore  any  known  Sin,  and  will  not 
.pan  with  it  for  Jefus  Chrift,  JbaU  not 
te  die  in  bis  Iniquity  .*  Is  there  any  Ini- 
quity in  this,  that  he  receive  the  Wages 
of  his  Works,  hb  Reward?  that  he  eat 
of  the  Fruk  of  this  own  Ways  ?  and  diint 
of  his  own  .Devices?  But  how  many 
Hearts  ceofure  this  Way  as  a  rigid  and 
ftrilt  fevere  Dealing:  The  Multitude 
think:  it  Cruelty  to  condemn  any  chrift- 
•toed  Soul,  to  put  fo  many  in  Hell ;  the- 
civil  Man  will  think  'tis  too  hard  Meafure 
that  be  (hould  be  ranked  in  Hell  with 
tbePropbane.   But  certainly,  all  Mouths 

*  JbaU  be  ftoped  one  Day,  and  be  /ball 
be  jufiified  when  be  judges;  ye  that 
will  not  juftify  him  in  his  Sayings,  and 
let  to  your  Seal  to  the  Truth  of  the 
Word,  you  (hall  be  conftrained  to  jufti- 
fy him,  wbecThc  executes  that  Sentence, 
ye  (hall  precipitate  your  own  Sentence, 
and  rather  wonder  at  bis  Clemency  in 
differing  you  fo  long* 

This  Way  of  the  Lord  is.  equal  and 
right  in  itfelf,  but  it  is  not  fo  to  every 
one ;  tbejuft  Man  JbaU  walk  in  if,  and 
not  fumble*  a  in  an  even  Way,  no- 
thing (hail  offend  lam,  Hof.  xiv.  laft 


Per.  Yet  for  as  equal  and  ftraight  as  it 
is,  many  other  Tranfgreflbrs  (hall  All 
therein  ;  they  ftumble  even  in  the  Noon* 
day  and  High-way,  where  no  Offence  is. 
*Tis  true,  often  his  own  People  fluroWe 
in  it,  as  David,  P&i.  Ixxiri.  -and  xriv. 
Davids  Foot  was flipping,  yet  a  fccm 
Hold  was  by  Mercy.  It  often  requires 
a  wife  and  prudent  Man  to  underftarid 
it,  becaufe  bis  Footfieps  are  in  the  deep 
Waters,  PfaL  Ixxvii.  19.  His  Way  is 
in  tbe  Depths  oftbe  Sea,  bis  fatbs 
in  great  Waters,  fo  that  Men  muft 
wait  till  the  Lord  expound  his  own 
Ways,  till  he  come  out  of  the  Waters, 
and  make  them  a  dry  Plain  ;  and  this  is 
our  Advantage,  the  Words  fays.  He  is 
near  ibee,  in  thy  Mouth,  and  neither 
above  nor  beneath  in  tbe  Depths,  that 
thou  needs  neither  defcend  nor  afcend 
to  know  it,  Deut.  xxx.  11,  12,  13,  14. 
But  his  Way  is  in  the  Depths,  and  his 
Footfieps  are  not  known,  fo  that  we 
ought  to  hold  us  by  the  Word  till  he  ex- 
pound his  Work ;  his  Word  will  teach 
its  our  Duty,  and  we  may  commit  unto 
him  his  own  Way,  the  Word  is  a  Com- 
mentary to  expound  his  Ways.  David 
loft  die  Sight  of  God's  Footfieps,  and 
was  Jike  to  wander,  till  he  came  to  the 
Sanftuary  j  and  this  (hined  as  a  Candle 
in  a  dark  Place,  be  Jelrned  there  to  know 
the  unknown  Footfieps  and  to  follow  them. 
By  all  Means  embrace  the  Word,  and 
be  fatisfted  wkh  it,  when  ye  do  not  com- 
prehend his  Work ;  it  teaches  as  much 
in  general,  as  may  put  us  to  Quietnefs  ; 
all  his  Ways  are  Judgment,  juft  and  true 
in  all  his' Ways  is  the  King* of  Saints. 
If  I  do  not  comprehend  how  it  is,  no 
wonder,  for  he  makes  Darknefs  his 
Covering,  he  fpreads  over  his  mofi  curi- 
ous Engines  and  Pieces  of  Workman- 
(hip,  a  Vail  of  JDarknds  for  -a  Serfon, 
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and  v)bo  can  behold  him  voben  be  bides 
bimfelf,  fays  Job  ;  and  tho*  he  withdraw 
the  .Covering,  yet  %  hat  am  I  ?  Wbo  can 
bjrfiarrbing  find  out  God?  If  I  (ball, 
examine  his  Way,  what  Rule  (hall  I  take 
to*  try  it  by  ?  If  I  meafure  by  my  (hal- 
low Capacity,  or  by  toy  crooked  Way, 
flia)*  I  have  any  jtift  Account  of  it? 
Will  my  Arm  meafure.  the  Heavens  as 
hiidoth?  If  I  examine  it,  or  ffy  it  by 
himfelf,  He  is  bigb  as  Heaven  and 
unfearcbablc.  Therefore  it  becomes  us 
to  hearken  to  his  Word,  and  believe  its 
Sentence  of  his  Work,  when  Keafon  can- 
not comprehend  it. 

One  Thing  (if.  it  were  deeply  engraven 
on  our  Hearts)  would  be  a  Principle  of 
fettling  our  Spirits,  in  all  the  Myfteries 
and  Kiddles  of  Providence,  the  Know- 
ledge and  Faith  of  his  Soveraigpty,  of 
his  Highnefs,  and  of  his  Wifdom;  (hould 
he  give  Account  of  his  Matters  to  us  ? 
He  is  wife  and  knows  his  Works,  but  is 
be  bound  to  make  us  know  them?  His 


Ways  are    above  our  Thoughts  and 
trays,  as  Heaven  above  the  Eartb% 
Ifa.  lv.  And  therefore,  O  Grafhopper  iir 
the  Earth,  that  dwells  in  Tabernacles  of 
Clay,    do  not  jprefume    to   model  his 
Ways    according  to   thy    Conceptions. 
One  Thing  is  certain/  this  is  enough  for 
Faith,  All  bis  Ways  are  Mercy  and 
<trutb  to  tbefe  tbat  keep  bis  Covenant 
-and   bis  Zejtimonies,    Pial.  xxv.  10; 
And  there  is  no  Way  or  Path  of  God 
fo  far  above  our  Reach,  and  unfearcb- 
4  able,  as  his  Mercy  in  pardoning  Sin ;  and  ' 
this  is  only  the  fatisfyihg  Anfwer  to  all > 
your  Obje&ons  and  Scruples,  in  these 
ye  do  but  vent  your  own  Thoughts: 
But  fays  the  Lord,  .my  'thoughts- are 
above  your  Thoughts,  as  Heaven  above 
Earth.    Te  but  fpeak  of  your  own  Ways, 
but  my  Ways  art  far  above  yours,  they 
are    not  raeafured  by   your '  Iniquity  ;  , 
and  therefore,   David  fubjoins,  Pfal-. 
xxr.  Ver.  ti,  Pardon  my  Mwity,fos 
it  is  great,  « 
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Dent,  xxxii.  4,  5.  .  J9J?  is  the  Rock,  his  Work  isfeffeff* 
for  fill  bis  Ways  are  Judgment:  A }  God  of  Truth > 
and  without  Iniquity,  juft  and  Right  is  he.  They 
have  corrupted  thetnfehes>  their  Spot  is  not  the  Spot 
of  his  Children;  They  are  a  perverfe  and  crooked 
Generation. 


AiL  Hi  Ways  are  Judgment,  both  the 
TVays  or  Ins  Commandments  and 
the  Ways  of  his  Providence,  both  bis 
Word  which  he  hath  given  as  a  Lan- 
thorn  to  Mens  Paths/  and  his  Works 
among  Men.  And  this  were  the  Blef- 
fedneSof  Men,  to  be  found  both  walking 
in  his  Ways,  and  waiting  on  him  in  his 
Ways,  having  refpeft  to  all  his  Com- 
mandments, and  refpeft  to  himfelf  in  all 
,  his  Works :  We  all  know  in  general  that 
be  doth  all  well,  and  that  all  his  Command- 
menu  are  holy  and  juft ;  nay,  but  our 
Practice  and  Aflettions  bely  our  Know- 
ledge ;  and  for  the  moft  Part,  we  Hand 
crofi  in  our  Humours  and  Affeftions 
and  Convention,  both  to  his  Word  and 
Providence,  and  this  is  our  Mifery, 
Great  Peace  have  tbey  that  hve  thy 
JLaw.  What  Peace  then  can  keep  that 
Heart  and  Mind,  that  is  daily  at  Vari- 
ance with  his  Statutes  and  Judgments  ? 
When  the  Heart  would  wi(h  fuch  a  Corn- 
Aland  were  not,  when  it  is  an  Eye  fore 
to  look  upon  it.  Bleffcd  are  the  Meek ; 
M  is  jp#rf  for  a  Man,  both ,  quietly  to 


wait  and  hope  and  keep  Silence*  H#w 
then  muft  that  Spirit  .be  miserable,  that 
ftands  crofi  unto  God's  Difpen&tion* 
and  would  limit  the  holy  One  ?  Do  not 
our  Hearts  often  fry,  /  do  well  to  be 
angry,  why  is  it  thus  mtb  me  *  But. 
wbo  bath  hardened  bimfelf  again/  bim 
and  profpered  ?  Hit  Counfel  muft 
ft  and  •  and  you^  may  vex  yourfelf,  and 
difquiet  your  Soul  in  the  mean  Time 
by  Impatience,  but  you  cannot  by  your 
Thoughts  add  one  Cubit  to  your  Sta- 
ture ;  you  may  make  your  Cafe  worfe 
nor  Providence  hath  made  it,  but  you 
cannot  make  it  better  by  fo  doing,  fo 
that  at  length,  you  muft  bow  to  him  or 
be  broken ;  Oh  then  that  this  were  en- 
graven on  our  Hearts  with  the  Point  of 
a  Diamond!  All  bis  JVays  are  Judg- 
ment ;  that  ye  might  be  overcome  with 
the  Equity  of  his  Command  and  Dif- 
penfation,  and  your  Heart  and  Tongue 
might  not  move  againft  them.  It  was 
enough  of  old  with  the  Saints,  It  is 
tbe  JLord,  let  bim  do  wbatfeems  Good 
in  bit  Eyes  •  God's  Sovereignty  alone 
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pondered,  may  flop  our  Mouth ;  but, 
if  ye  withal  confider,  it  is  perfeft  Equi- 
ty that  rules  all,  it  is  divine  Wifdom 
that  is  the  Square  of  his  Works,  then 
how  ought  we  to  ftoop  chearfully  unto 
them.  One  Thing  ye  would  remember, 
his  Ways  and  Paths  are  Judgment,  and 
if  ye  judge  aright  of  him,  ye  muft  judge 
his  Ways  and  not  his  (ingle  Footfteps  ; 
ye  will  not  difcern  Equity  and  Judgment* 
in  one  Step  or  two,  but  confider  his 
Way,  join  Adverfity  with  Profperity, 
Humbling  with  Exalting,  take  along  the 
Threed  of  his  Providence,  and  one  Part 
(hall  help  you  to  understand  another. 
There  is  Reaibn  in  all,  but  the  Reafon 
is  not  vifible  to  us  in  fo  fmall  Parts  of  his 
Way  and  Work. 

A  God  of  Truth.  ]  Strange  it  is  that 
his  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  cloath  him/elf 
with  fo  many  Titles  and  Names  for  us. 
He  confiders  what  our  Neceftity  is,  and 
accordingly  expreffes  his  own  Name.  I 
think  nothing  doth  more  bold  forth  the 
Unbelief  of  Men  and  Atheifm  of  our 
Hearts,  nor  the  many  feveral  Titles  God 
takes  in  Scripture ;  there  is  a  Necef 
fity  .of  a  Multitude  of  them,  to  make  us 
take  up  God,  becaufe  we,  flaying  upon 
a  general  Notion  of  God,  rather  frame 
in  our  Imaginations  an  Idol  than  the  true 
God.  As  there  is  nothing  doth  more 
lively  reprefent  the  Unbelief  of  our 
Hearts,  than  the  Multitude  of  Promifes ; 
Men  that  confider  fuch  frequent  Repeti- 
tions of  one  Thing  in  Scripture,  fo  many 
divers^xpreifions  of  one  God,  may  retire 
into  their  own  Hearts,  and  find  the  Caufe 
of  it,  even  the  Neceflity  of  it ;  but 
while  we  look  fo  (lightly  on  thefe,  we 
muft  judge  it  fuperftuous  and  vain.  Need- 
ed there  any  more  to  be  faid.  but  /  am 
your  God,  I  am  God,  if  our  Spirits  were 
not  fo  far  degenerated  unto  Atheifm  and 


Unbelief?  Certainly  that  Word  Jehovah 
holds  forth  more  to  Angels  than  all  the 
inculcated  Names  and  Titles  of  God  to  uj» 
becaufe  we  are  dull  and  (low  of  "Heart. 
Therefore  wonder  at  thefe  two  when  ye 
read  the  Scriptures,  God's  Condefcenden- 
cy  to  us,  and  our  Atheifm  and  Unbelief 
of  him:  They  are  both  Myfteries,  and 
exceeding  broad.  There  is  not  a  Name 
of  God,  but  it  gives  us  a  Name,  and  that 
of  Reproach  and  Dilhonour :  So  that  for 
every  one,  fome  Evil  may  be  written 
down ;  and  it  is  to  tins  Purpofe,  Mojcs 
draws  them  out  in  Length,  that  in  the 
Giafsof  his  glorious  Name,  the  People 
might  behold  their  own  ugly  Pace.  Tins 
Name  is  clear,  He  is  a  Gift  of  Truth, 
not  only  a  true  God,  but  Truth  itfclf ; 
to  note  his  Excellency  and  Eminency  in 
it.  It  is  Cbrift's  Name,  /  am  the  Truth, 
the  fubftzntial  Truth,  in  inborn  ail  the 
Promifes  are  Truth ,are  Tea  and  Amen. 
His  Truth  is  his  Faithfblnels  in  perform* 
ing  his  Promifes,  and  doing  what  his 
Mouth  bath  fpoken :  And  the  //  eflabfi- 
Jbed  in  the  very  Heavens,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  t. 
His  everlafting  Purpofe  is  in  Heaven 
where  he  dwells ;  and  if  any  Man  can 
afcend  up  to  Heaven,  if  any  Creature 
can  break  through  the  Clouds,  then  may 
his  Truth  be  Ibaken.  His  Word  comes 
down  among  Men  ;  nay,  but  the  Foun- 
dation of  it  is  in  Heaven,  and  there  is 
his  Purpofe  eftabliQietf;  and  therefore, 
there  is  nothing  done  in  Time  can  im- 
pair or  hinder  it.  Ye  think  this  World 
very  fure  ;  the  Earth  bangs  unmoveabte, 
tho'  it  hang  upon  nothing :  All  the  Tu- 
mults, Confront  and  Reels  hath  bfeti 
in  the  World,  have  never  moved  it  to  the 
one  Side.  Heaven  goeth  about  in  ode 
Tenure  perpetually,  keeping  flill  the 
fame  Diftance:  Nay,  but  his  Truth  is 
more  eftabiifced  than  fo.  Heaven  and 
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Earth  depends  but  upon  a  Word  of  Com- 
mand; he  hath  fiid,  let  it  he  Jo,  and 
Jo  it  is.  Nay,  but  his  Word  is  more  e- 
rtabliflied.  Of  it  faith  Chrift,  One  Jot 
or  Title  of  it  cannot  fail,  tbo  Heaven 
and  Eartb  Jbouldfail.  He  may  change 
his  Commands  as  he  pleafes,  but  be  may 
not  change  his  Promife  ;  this  puts  an  O- 
bligation  on  him,  as  he  is  faithful  and 
true/ to  perform  it;  and  when  an  Oath 
is  ftiperadded,  O !  how  immutable  are 
thefe  two?  when  he  promifes  in  his 
Truth,  and  fwears  in  his  Holinefs.  Is 
there  any  Power  in  Heaven  and  Earth 
can  break  that  double  Cord?  Mat.  v.  18. 
Heb.  vi.  1 8.  There  is  no  Name  of  God 
but  it  is  comfortable  to  feme,  and  as  ter- 
rible to  others.  What  Comfort  is  it  to 
a  godly  Man  that  trufts  in  his  Word, 
He  is  a  God  of  Vrutb  f  An  honeft 
Man's  Word  is  much,  his  Oath  is  more. 
What  (hall  his  Word  be,  who  is  a  God  of 
Truth?  Who,  tho*  all  Men  (hould  be 
Liars,  yet  God  is  true.  Ye  who  have 
ventured  your  Souls  on  his  Word/ ye 
fare  an  unfpeakable  Advantage,  His 
truth  endures  for  ever,  and  it  is  r- 
Jlablijbed  in  the  Heavens ;  the  Ground 
of  it  is  without  Beginning,  the  End  of 
it  without  End.  Ye  are  more  fure  than 
the  Frame  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  for  aH 
thefe  Jball  wax  old  as  a  Garment. 
We  fpeak  of  a  naked  Word  of  Truth ; 
Indeed  it  is  no  naked  Word  that  is  God's 
Word :  His  Works  of  Providence,  and 
his  Difpenfation  to  you,  is  a  naked  and 
bare  Foundation,  nay,  a  fandy  Founda- 
tion, and  ye  who  lean  fo  much  to  them, 
h  it  any  Wonder,  ye  lb  often  (hake  and 
waver?  All  other  Grounds  befide  the 
Word  are  uncertain,  unliable,  this  only 
endures  for  ever.  The  Creature's  Good- 
nefs  and  Perfection  is  but  as  the  Graft,  and 
the  Flower  of  the  Field.    Venture  not 


much  on  your  Difpofitions  and  Frames; 
thou  knows  not  what  a  Day  may  bring 
forth,  but  his  Truth  is  to  all  Generations, 
and  it  is  well  tried,  as  Gold  feven  Times, 
all  Generations  have  tried  it,  and  found  it 
better  than  pure  Gold.   HisDiipenfatioas 
are  arbitrary,  no  Rule  to  you;  he  loreth 
to  declare  his  Sovereignty  here,  and  to 
expatiate  in  the  Creature's  Sight  beyond 
its  conceiving ;  but  he  hath  limited  Wm- 
felf  in  his  Word,  and  come  down  to  uj» 
and  laid  Bonds  on  himfeif :  Wilt  he  then 
unty  them  for  us  ?  Give  him  Liberty  where 
h?  loves  it ;  take  him  bound  where  be  binds 
himfeif.  How  may  God  expostulate  with 
this  Generation,  as  thele  of  little  Faith? 
How  long  Jball  I  be  with  you  faith  ChriO? 
How  long  will  Chriftians  tempt  the  Lord 
infeeking  Signs?  and  will  not  reft  upon 
his  only  Word  and  Promifes?  O  adulte- 
rous Generation,  bow  long  Jball  I  be 
with  you.  and  ye  wiH  not  believe  *  Is  it 
not  Righteoufnefs  in  him,  either  to  give 
you  no  Sign  at  all,  or  to  give  you  a  Sign 
darker  than  the  Thing  itlefC  as  he  did 
to  the  Pbarifees.    Ye  will  give  Credit  to 
a  Man's  Word,  and  will  ye  not  believe 
God's.    An  honeft  Man  will  get  more 
Truft  of  us  than  the  true  and  living  God : 
Shall  he  not  be  offended  with  this?  We 
declare  it  unto  you,  that  he  is  Truth  itfelf, 
and  will  not  fail  in  his  Promife :  Let  that 
be  your  Cattle  and  Refuge  to  enter  into. 
Mercy  and  Truth  are  two  fweet  Compa- 
nions to  go  along  with  you  in  your  Pil- 
grimage, David  prayed  for  them,  Pfal. 
lxi.  7.  O prepare  thy  Merc?  andSrutk 
toprtferve  me;  who  will  not  ly  fafe 
within  thele  everlafting  Arms?    What 
Power  can  break  through  them?  And  this 
he  promifed  to  himfeif,  <#&£  Ivii.  3.  God 
Jball  fend  them  out,  &c    Mercy  made 
lb  many  precious  Promifes,  and  Truth 
keeps   them.    Mercy  is  the  Fountain 
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and  Source  of  all  our  .  Confolation, 
and  Truth  and  Faithfulnefs  conveys  it  to 
us,  and  keeps  it  for  us:  It  is  tbefe  two 
that  go  before  his  Face,  when  he  fits  on 
a  Throne  of  Majefty.  and  makes  himfelf 
acceffible  to  Sinners,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  14. 
and  fo  they  are  the  Path-way  he  walks 
in  towards  tbofc  who  feek  him,  Pfal. 
zxv.  10. 

But  this  fweet  and  precious  Name,  that 
is  as  Ointment  poured  forth  to  thefe  who 
love  him,  how  doth  it  fmell  of  Death 
to  thofe  who  walk  contrary  to  htm  ?  He 
is  a  God  of  Truth,  to  execute  his 
Threatnings  on  thofe  who  defpife  his 
Commands ;  and  tho'  ye  flatter  your- 
felves  in  your  own  Eyes,  and  cry  Peace. 
Peace,  even  tbo  ye  walk  in  the  Imagi- 
nation of  your  Heart-,  yet  certainly  be 
is  a  God  <tf  truth.  I  pray  you  read 
that  fad  and  weighty  Word,  that  will  be 
like  a  Milftone  about  many  Men's  Neck, 
to  fink  them  in  Hell,  DeuU  xixi.  20,  2 1. 
Ye  who  add  Drunkennefs  to  tbirfi. 
whofe  Rule  of  walking  is  your  own 
Luft,  and  whatfoever  pleafeth  you,  with 
out  refpeft  of  his  Commands,  and  yet 
flatter  yourfelves  with  a  Dream  of  Peace, 
know  this  for  a  Truth,  the  Lord  will 
tiotJ]>are  thee,  be  that  made  thee  will 
not  have  Mercy  on  thee,  his  Jealoufy 
will  fmoak  againft  thee,  and  all  the  Curies 
written  in  this  Book  (hall  ly  upon  thee, 
and  thy  Name  (hall  be  blotted  out  from 
under  Heaven.  It  was  Unbelief  of  God's 
Threatning  that  firfl  ruined  Man*  it  is 
this  ftill  that  keeps  lb  many  from  the 
Remedy,  and  makes  their  Mifery  irreco- 
verable. The  Serpent  brought  them  to 
this  Queftion,  Hath  God  faid  ye  Jball 
die?  And  then  prefently  the  Quertion 
entertained  becometh  a  Conciufion,  Xe 
Jball  not  furefy  die.  Thus  ye  fee  how 
the  Liar,  from  the  Beginning.was  contrary 


to  the  God  of  Truth ;  and  he  murdered  us 
by  lying  of  that  God  of  Truth,  and  it 
is  the  lame  that  (huts  out  all  Hope  of  Rer 
medy.    Te  do  not  as  yet  believe  and  con* 
fider  that  Curfe  that  was  pronounced  a- 
gainft  Adam,  but  is  now  alio  inflifted 
upon  us:   Therefore,  there  is  no  folid 
Belief  can  be  of  the  Promifes  of  the 
Gofpel:  And  ye  who  think  ye  believe 
the  Gofpel,  do  but  indeed  fancy  it,  ex- 
cept ye  have  confidered  the,  true  Curfe  of 
God  on  all  FIe(h  ;  But  if  any  Man  have 
fet  to  his  Seal  that  God  is  true  in  his 
Threatning,    and    fubfcribed    unto   the 
Law,  then,  I  befeech  you,  add  not  the 
Udbifrtf  of  the  Gofpel  unto  your  former 
Difobedience.    He  is  a  God  of  truth, 
in  Proraifes  and  Threatnings.  It  is  ftrange 
how  untoward  and  froward  we  are,  a  per- 
verfe  Generation,  we  do  not  believe  his 
Threatnings,  but  fancy  we  receive  his 
Pcomifes;  or  elfe,  believing  bis  Threat- 
nings,  we  queftion  his   Promifes.     But 
know  this  for  a  Truth,  his  laft  Word  is 
more  weighty,  and  the  Unbelief  of  it  is 
mod  dangerous.    Ye  have  not  keeped 
his  Commands,  and  fo  the  Curfe  is  come 
upon  you,  do  ye  believe  that?  If  ye  do, 
then  the  Gofpel  fpeaks  unta  you,    the 
God  of  Truth'  hath   one  Word  more. 
He  that  believes  Jball  befaved,  not- 
withstanding of  all  his  Breaking  of  the 
Law :  If  ye  do  not  fet  your  Seal  to  this 
alio,  then  ye  fay  he  is  not  a  God  of  Truth, 
ye  fay  he  is  a  Liar.    And  as  for  you 
who  have  committed  your  Souls  to  Mm, 
as  to  a  faithful  Keeper,  and  acquiefced 
unto  his  Word  of  Promife  for  Salvation, 
think  how  undatable  it  is  for  you  to  dif- 
truft   him  in  other  lefler  Things.    Ye 
have  the  Promife  of  this  life,  whoever 
hatlr  the  Promifes  of  the  Life  to  come. 
Therefore  do  not  make  bim  a  Liar  in 
thefe,  He  is  a  God  of  truth,  and  will 
Sffs  let 
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let  you  wane  no  good  Thing.  Say  to  tbe 
Righteous  it  Jball  be  "well  with  bim, 
whatever  be.  Lee  Heaven  and  Earth 
mix  through  other,  yet  ye  may  be  as 
Mount  Sion  unmoved  in  the  midrt  of 
many  Floods,  becaule  of  the  Proraiies. 

Without  Iniquity.'}  Who  doubts  of 
that,  fay  ye?  Whit  needs  this  be  added, 
who  charges  him  with  Iniquity  or  Sin? 
Nay,  but  ftay  and  confider,  and  you  (hall 
find  great  Weight  in  this.  It  is  true 
Bone  dare  charge  him  openly,  or  fpeak 
in  -exprefs  Terms  againft  his  Holinefs, 
yet,  if  we  judge  of  our  own  and  others 
FraAkres  and  Difpofitions.  as  the  Lord 
uieih  to  conftruft  of  them :  If  we  refolve 
pur  Murmurings,  Impatience,  Self-ab* 
folutions  and  Excufcs  to  hold  off  Con- 
viftions*  into  plain- Language;  if  we 
would  tranflate  them  into  a  Scripture- 
ftile ;  cenainly  it  will  be  found  that  the 
snoft  fart  of  Men,  if  not  all,  ufe  to  im- 
pute Iniquity  to  God,  and  accule  him 
rather  than  take  with  Accufations  laid  a* 
gainft  themfelves.  And  therefore  the 
Lord  ufeth  to  go  to  Law  with  his  People, 
he  who  is  the  Judge  of  the  World,  that 
cannot  do  Unrfhteou&efs,  be  who  is  the 
hotter,  and  we  all  tbe  day ;  yet  he 
fp  far  condefcendi  to  us  for  convincing 
usv  as  fometimes  to  refer  the  Controver- 
ly  between  him  and  his  People  to  other 
Creatures,  as  Micab  vi.  is.  He  calls 
the  Mountains  and  the  Foundations  of 
the  Earth  to  judge  between  him  and  his 
People ;  and  fometimes  be  appeals  unto 
their  own  Confciences,  and  is  content, 
tho'  Judge,  to  ftand  and  be  judged  by 
theff  who  were  guilty,  as  /^rr.  3.  and 
Jer.  ii.  Per.  St  and  31.  All  this  fup- 
pofes  that  when  the  Lord  would  endea- 
vour to  convince  them  of  Iniquity,  they 
did  rather  recriminate,  and  took  not  with 
their  owa  Faults.    This  is  a  Truth,  ge- 


nerally acknowledged  by  all.    ~JIe  tmP 
is  tbe  Judge  of  tbe  World  dofb  no  /» 
niquity ;  but  O  ?    that  ye  confider'd  if. 
till  the  Meditation  of  it  were  engraren  on 
your  Spirits,  the  Seal  of  God's  Hoijoefe, 
that  ye  might  feu  before  him,  and  ne- 
ver call  him  to  account  for  his  Matters. 
Who  can  fay  I  have  purged  my  Heart 
from  Iniquity?  Among  Men  the  holieA 
are  defiled  with  it,  and  ft)  are  all  their 
Actions.    But  here  is  one  that  ye  majr 
give  him  an  implicke  Faith  (fo  to  fpeak) 
be  is  a  God  of  Truth,  and  can  ipeaJt 
no  Lie,  be  does  no  Iniquity,  and  can- 
not  do  wrong  to  any  Man.     Would 
there  be  fo  much  Impatience  amongfl 
you,  and  fretting  againg  his  Difpeniations. 
it  ye  believed  this  folidly?  Would  ye 
repine  againft  his  holy  and  juft  Ways. 
were  it  not  to  charge  God  v/ith  Iniquity? 
Your  murmuring   and  grudging  at  his 
Oifpenfations  is  with  Child  of  BJafphe- 
mies,  and  he  who  can  fearch  the  Reins 
fees  it  and  conftru&s  fo  of  it :   You  fa/ 
by  Interpretation,    that  if  ye   had  the 
Government  of  your  own  Matters,  or  of 
Kingdoms,  ye  would  order  them  better 
than  he  doth :  How  difficult  a  Tiling  Is 
it  to  perfuade  Men  to  take  with  their  own 
Iniquity?  O  how  many  Excufes  and  Pre* 
tences,  how  many  Extenuations  are  uftd 
that  this  Conviction  may  not  pierce  deep- 
ly?  But  aH  this  (peaks  fo  much  Blaf- 
phemy,  that  Iniquity  is  in  God.    Ye  can- 
not take  with  your  own  Iniquities,  but  ye 
charge  his  Majefty  with  Iniquity. 

Juft  and  Right  is  be.}  Is  this  any 
new  Thing ;  was  it  not  faid  already,  that 
he  is  witbout  Iniquity,  and  bis  Ways 
Judgment .*  But  alas;  how  ignorant  are 
we  of  God,  and  flow  of  Heart  to  con- 
ceive him  as  he  is,  therefore  is  there 
Line  upon  Line,  and  Precept  upon 
Precept,  and  Name  upon  Name,  if  it  be 
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poflihle  that  at  Length  we  my  apprehend 
God  as  he  is.  Alas,  our  Knowledge  it 
bu  Ignorance,  our  Light  Darknefs*  while 
it  is  (hut  up  in  the  'Corner  of  our  Mind, 
and  fhines  not  into  the  Heart,  and  hath 
no  Influence  on  our  Praftice.  And  the 
Truth  is,  the  Belief  of  divine  Truths  is 
almoftnomore  but  a  not  contradicting 
them ;  we"  do  not  ferioufly  -think  of  them 
as  either  to  confent  to  thrm,  or  deny 
them.  Is  there  any  Confederation  amongft 
us  now  of  God's  Juftice  and  Righteouf- 
neis,  thp'  it  be  frequently  fpoken  of? 
And  what  Advantage  (hall  ye  have  if  ye 
do  not  confider  them  ?  Q  tx>#  hard  is  it 
to  perfuade  Men's  Hearts  of  this,  that 
God  is  juft,  and  will  by  no  Means  acquit 
the  Guilty,  there  are  fo  many  Delufions 
drunk  in  in  Men's  Hearts,  contrary  to 
his  Truth.  Letm  Man  deceive  you,  he 
not  deceived  vdtb  vain  Words,  know 
ye  not,  faith  our  Apoftle:  Thcfe  are 


ftrange  Prefaces,  would  ye  not  think  the 
Point  of  Truth  fubtle,  that  there  needed 
fo  much  prefacing  unto,  and  yet  what  U 
it?  Eren  that  which  all  Men  grant,  God's 
Wrath  comes  on  the  Children  of  Difobe* 
dieace ;  but  alas,  few  Men  confider,  but 
deceive  tbemfelves  with  Dreams  of  cfeap- 
tag  it ;  <bo*  Men  know  it,  yet  they  know 
if  not,  for  they  walk  *s  if  they  knew*o 
fuch  Thing. 

Always  however  this  is  of  little  Mo- 
ment to  aflfcft  our  Spirits  now,  yet  in 
the  Day  that  God  Jhall  fet  your  Iniquities 
before  your  Face,  and  fet  his  Juftice  aMb 
before  your  Eyes,  O  how  Ad  and&riout 
a  Thing  will  it  be  then?  If  thefe  tw» 
Verfes  were  ingraven  on  our  Hearts, 
God's  Juftice  and  Hotineis,  our  Corrup- 
tion and  Vilenefs,  I  think  there  wouM 
be  other  Thoughts  among  us  than  there 
are. 
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Dent,  xxxil  5.    They  have  corrupted  themfkhes; 
Spot  is  not  the  Spot  of  his  Children,  &c* 


their 


WE  doubt  this  People  would  take 
well  with  fuch  a  Defcripuon  of 
themfelves  as  Mofes  gives.  It  plight 
feetn  ftrange  to  us,  that  God  (hould  have 
chofen  fuch  a  People  out  of  all  the  Nati- 
ons of  the  Earth,  and  they  to  be  fo  re- 
hellions  and  perverfe,  if  our  own  Expe- 
rience did  not  teach  us  how  free  his 
Choice  is,  and  how  long-fuflfcriflg  be  is, 


1  and  conftant  in  his  Choice.  His  People 
are  called  to  a  Conformity  with  himfelf, 
Be  ye  holy,  for  lam  holy,-  Lev.  Ch.  xix. 
and  zx.  and  to  a  Deformity  and  Separa- 
tion from  the  Reft  of  the  World  ia 
their  Conversion,  from  whom  God 
had  feparated  them  in  Profeffion  and 
Privileges,  Lev.  xvtii.  24.  but  behold 
what  tylikeoefi  there  is  between  God 
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and  his  People.  If  ye  were  to  paint  out 
to  the  Life  a  Heathen  People,  you  need- 
ed no  other  Image  or  Pattern  to  copy,  at 
tut  this  lame  Description  of  this  People. 
It  is  this  that  makes  Mopes  in  the  Preface 
turn  to  the  Heavens  tnd  Earth*  and  call 
.  them  to<hear  his  Song.  And  Ifaiab  be- 
4inneth  his  breaching  thus,  Hear  0 
Heavens*  and  give  Ear,  O  Earth, 
&c.  A  ftrange  Thing  it  muft  be,  that 
Tenfeleis  Creatures  are  called  to  wonder 
4tt.  It  muft  fiirpafs  all  the  Wonders  and 
JProdigies  of  Nature  and  Art ;  and  what 
is  that?  /  have  nourijbed  and  brought 
up  Children,  and  4hey  have  rebelled 
dxgaitift  me,  &c.  If  we  consider  what 
fins  People  feemed  once  to  be,  and 
thought  themfelves  to  be,  we  may  eafily 
know  how  they  •  corrupted  themfelves. 
if  ye  look  on  them  at  one  Time,  Exod. 
nx.  8.  and  Deut.  v.  27.  ye  would  call 
them  Children.  There  was  never  a 
fairer  Undertaking  of  Obedience  than 
this,  uiU  that  the  Lord  bath  Jpoken, 
we  trill  do ;  fo  that  the  Lord  commends 
them  for  foeaking  well,  Fer.  *S,  fbcy 
have  well /aid  all  that  they  bavejpoken, 
Wer.  29.  O  tbot*tbcrevoerejucb  an 
Heart  in  them.  Buttompare  all  this 
People's  Praftice  with  this  Profeffion, 
and  you  (hall  find  it  exceeding  contrary ; 
tfcey  indeed  corrupted  themleives,tho#  they 
got  Warning  to  take  Ijeed  of  it :  fake  ye 
.therefore  good  heed  unto  your  /elves, 
left  ye  corrupt  your/elves,  Deut.iv.  15, 
*6.  But  alas,  it  was  within  them  that  de- 
stroyed them ;  there  was  not  fiicha  Heart 
In  them  as  to  hear  and  obey;  but  they 
undertake,  *being  ignorant  of  their  ovvu 
<<Jeceitful  Hearts,  which  were  defperately 
wicked.  And  therefore,  behold  what 
Corruption  enfued  and  followed  upon 
ipch  a  profefled  Refolution ;  they  never 
Jboner  promifed  Obedience,  but  tbey  dif- 


obeyed;  they  did  abominable  Works,  a»d 
did  no  good,  and  this  is  to  corrupt  their 
Way,  Pfal.  bv.  i.  &c.   We  need  not 
inftance  this  longer  in  this  People,  we 
ourfelves  are  a  fufficient  Proof  of  ir. 
/We  may  make  this  Song  our  own,  ftfe 
have  corrupted  ourfelves.    Once  we 
had  a  fair  Shew  of  Zeal  for  God.   of 
Love-and  Defire  of  Reformation  of  Life, 
many -folemn  Undertakings   were  that 
we  Ihould  amend  our  Ways  and  Doings : 
But  what  is  the  Fruit  of -all?  Alas,  we 
have  corrupted  ourfelves  more  nor  they. 
Ifrael  promifed,   but  we   vowed  and 
fworeto*the  moft  High    Reformation 
and  Amendment  of  Life  in  our  -Conver- 
fations  and  Callings.    Lay  this  Rule  to 
our  Praftices,  and  are  we  not  a  perverfo 
and  crooked  Generation  ?    Oh .'  that  we 
were  more  affefted  with  our  -Corrupti- 
ons, and  were  more  fenfible  vf  them ; 
then  we  could  not  chufe  but  mourn  for 
our  own  and  the  Land's  departing  from 
God.      Did  not  every  Man   vow  and 
fvear  to  the  moft  high  God  to  endeavour 
Reformation  of  his  Life,  even  a  perfonat 
Reformation  ?  But  alas,  where  is  it  ?  He 
that  is  fikhy  is  filthy  ftill;  nay,  which 
is  worfe,    the  evil  Man  waxefh  worfe 
an  J  worfe:  There  is  a  great  Noife  of 
1  publick  Reformation  of  Ordinances  and 
Worlhip ;  but  alas,  the  Deformation  of 
Lire  and  Praftice  outcries  all  that  Noife. 
Nay,  certainly  all  that  is  done  in  the 
Publick,  muft  come  to  no  Account  before 
God,  fince  our  Practices  outcry  it.    Pub- 
lick  Reformation  is  Abomination,  where1 
perfonal  Corruptions  do  not  ceafe.    Tjiis 
made  the  Jews  folemn  Days  hatetuf, 
their  Hands  were  full  of  Blood,  Ifa.  i. 
All  that  ye  have  fpent  on  the  Publick 
will  never  be  reckoned,  fince  ye  will  not 
confecrtfte  your  Lives  to  God,  will  not 
give  your  Lufts  up  to  him.    Ye  are  his 
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Enemies  in  the  mean  Time,,  tho'  you 
account  yourfelves  Religion  s  Friends.  I 
befecch  you  confider  your  Ways ;  would 
any  of  us  have  thought  to  have  feen  fuch 
Profrn'tfy,  mocking  of  Godlinefs,  and  Ig- 
norance in  Scotland  in  fo  ihort  a  Time? 
Nay,  'tis  to  be  feared  that  the  Day  js  not 
far  off,  when  ye  will  corrupt  yourfelves, 
and  do  abominable  Things;  yea,  defile 
yourfelves  as  ill  as  the  Nations  that  know 

aot  God. 

Every  Man  ufeth  to  impute  his  Faults 
to  fomething  befide  himtelf :  Ere  Men 
take  with  their  own  Iniquity,  the/  will 
charge  God  that  gave  no  more  Grace : 
But  if  Men  knew  themfelves,  they  would 
deduce  their  Corruption  and  DeftmAion 
both  from  one  Fountain,  that  is*  from 
themfelves.  Igporance  of  ourfeives  mak- 
eth  us  oft  undertake  fair,  and  promife 
fo  well  on  our  own  Head.  What  was 
the  Fountain  of  this  People's  Corruption, 
and  apoftatiiing  from  their  Profeflions  ? 
The  Lord  hints  at  it.  Deut.  v.  %$,  &b. 
Ob  tbat  tbey  badfucb  a  Heart.  Alas, 
poor  People,  ye  know  not  yourfelves, 
that  fpeak  fo  well,  I  know  thee  better 
than  thou  doft  thyfelf ;  I  will  declare  un- 
to thee  thy  own  Thought ;  thou  haft  not 
fuch  a  Heart  as  to  do  what  thou  fayert ; 
there  is  a  defperate  wicked  Heart  within 
thee,  that  will  dtftroy  thee  by  lying  un- 
to thee.  If  thou  kneweft  this  Fountain 
of  origina'  Corruption,  thou  would  de- 
Ipair  of  doing,  and  fay,  I  cannot  ferve 
the  Lord.  Now  here  is  the  Fountain  of 
the  Land's  Corruption  this  Day :  Why  is 
our  Way  corrupted?  Becaufe, our  Hearts 
within  were  not  cleanfed,  and  becaufe  they 
were  not  known.  If  we  had  dried  up 
the  Fountain,  the  Streams  had  ceaTed: 
But  we  did  only  damm  it  up,  and  cut  off 
fome  Streams  for  a  Seafon :  We  fet  up 
our  Refolutions  axxJPurpofes  as  an  Hedge 


]  to  hold  it  in  ;  but  the  Sea  of  the  Heart's 
Iniquity,  that  is  above  all  Things,  hath 
overflowed  it.  and  defiled  our  Way  more 
than  in  former  Times.    Ye  thought  upon 
no  other  Thing,   but  that  prefently  ye. 
would  be  all  changed  People,  and  would 
reform  without  more  ado.    And  thus  it 
is  with  you  in  all  your  publick  Repen- 
tances.   But  alas,  you  know  not  your- 
felves ;  it  is  dill  within  you  which  will 
yet  corrupt  you ;  and  it  was  within  us- 
that  hath  undone  us.    We  were  too  coo_ 
fident  of  ourfeives,  and  it  is  no  Wonder 
that  the  Lord  fuf&r  us  to  prove  ourfelvesy 
that  we  may  know  what  is  in  our  Heart. 
Now  therefore,  fince  ye  have  fo  often/ 
tried  it,  I  befeech  you  follow  not  fuch  a 
Way  again.    Ye  are  called  to  deny  your* 
felves,   and  to  follow  Cbrift ;  and  this, 
is  a  great  Pan  of  it,  that  ye  may  never, 
expett  for  any  Good  within  yourfelves*. 
or  the  helping  of  any  Evil.    In  me  if 
thy  Help  found.    Look  to  the  Fountain 
of  Life,  Jeius  Chrift,  and  defpair  of  your 
own  Hearts,  for   they   are  defperately 
wicked,  fo  wicked,  thai  if  ye  knew  them* 
ye  would  defpair  of  them,  and  give  them 
over  to  another  Hand,  who  can  create 
a  new  Heart  within  you.    Ye  ufc  to  imr 
pute  jour  Back-flidings  to  the  Times,  to 
Temptations*  to  Company,  and  fuch  like. 
This  is  the  Way -that  Men  rtiift  the  Chal- 
lenges of  Sin :  The  Drunkard  puts  it  on 
his  Companion,  the  Servant  on  his  Ma* 
fter  that  led  him  wrong,  the  People  put . 
Rulers  in  the  Fault,  and  abfolve  them- 
felves, and  Rulers  put  one  another  in  the 
Wrong,   and   abfolve  themfelves.    Bur 
alas !  all  of  us  are  ignorant  of  ourfeives; 
It  is  not  Times  nor  Temptations  that 
corrupt    us,  but  ourfeives.    No  Man 
is  tempted  (faith  James),  of  God,  but 
every  Man  is  tempted  when  be  is  drawn 
away  of  bis  own  Luft  and  enticed^ 
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Junes  i.  1 4.  Temptation  were  no  Temp- 
tation, if  our  Hearts  were  not  wicked 
Hearts.  Nay,  many  of  us  are  ready  to 
tempt  Temptations,  to  provoke  the  Devil 
•0  Temptations :  We  caft  ourfelves  open 
t6  Temptations.  Temptation  finds  Luft 
within,  and  Luft  within  is  the  Mother 
to  conceive  Sin.  if  Temptation  be  the 
Father.  Times  do  not  bring  Evils  along 
with  them,  they  do  but  difcover  what 
was  hid  before:  Ail  the  Evils  and  Cor- 
ruptions you  now  fee  among  us,  where 
were  they*  in  the  Day  of  our  firrt  Love, 
when  we  were  as  a  loving  and  beloved 
Child  f  Have  all  thefe  rifen  up  of  late. 
No  certainly,  all  that  you  have  feen  and 
found  were  before,  tho'  they  did  not  ap- 
pear: Before  tbey  were  in  the  Root, 
ndw  you  fee  the  fruit.  All  the  Apoftacy 
and  Profanity  that  hath  been  vented  in 
thefe  Days,  it  was  all  (hut  up  within  the 
Corners  of  Men  s  Hearts  at  the  Begin- 
ning: Time  and  Temptation  hath  but 
uncovered  the  Heart,  and  made  the  In- 
fide  out,  hath  but  opened  a  Sluice  to  let 
out  this  Sea  of  Corruption.  Tis  not 
bred  Curve,  but  feen  fince. 

Now  fo  It  is  with  us;  we  have  cor- 
rupted ourfelves,  and  fo  we  corrupt  our- 
felves ftill  more.  fiackfliding  cometh  on 
as  gray  Hairs,  here  and  there,  and  is 
not  perceived  by  Beholders.  Nemo  re> 
pentejit  turpi fflmus.  No  Man  becom- 
eth  word  at  firft.  There  are  many  Steps 
between  that  and  good.  Corruption  comes 
on  Men's  Way  as  in  Fruits,  fome  one  Part 
.beginneth  to  alter,  and  then  it  groweth 
-worfe,  and  putrifieth  and  corrupteth  the 
..reft  of  the  Parts.  An  Apple  rots  not 
.ill  at  once ;  fo  it  is  with  us :  Men  begin 
.  at  Leifure,  but  they  run  Port  or  all  be 
,  done.  In  fome  one  Step  of  our  Way  we 
sake  Liberty,  and  think  to  keep  the  reft 
.clean;  but  when  Asa-Partis  corrupted, 


a  little  Le often  leavenetb  the  txMfi 
Lump,  and  all  followeth :  And  then  he 
that  corrupted  himfelf,  is  ready  to  cor- 
rupt others.  Children  that  are  Corrjfp* 
ters,  Ifa.  i.  4.  Every  one  by  his  Example 
corrupts  another  ;  and  by  corrupting  o- 
thers,they  again  corrupt  themfelves  more. 
O !  how  infeftidus  an  Evil  is  Sin,  of  a 
peftilentious  Nature:  And  truly  our 
Hearts  are  more  ready  to  receive  (uch 
ImprefTions,  than  either  a  World,  or  a 
Devil  is  to  make  them. 

their  Spot  is  not]  Why  dotb  the 
Lord  take  Pleafure  to  reckon  their  Sins," 
to  defcribe  fo  abominable  a  People.  Is 
not  this  Jacob  in  whom  be  Jaw  no  Ini- 
quity f  Is  not  this  Ifrael,  wbofe  Tran/Z 
grejpons  are  not  known?  Certainly  if 
thisifcople  would  have  charged  themfelves 
fo,  he  .  would  not  have  done  it.  He 
loves  to  forget,  when  we  remember  our 
Sins :  But  he  muft  remember  them  when 
we  forget  thtfm.  What  is  the  Lord's 
great  Oontroverly  with  Men  ?  H:re  it  is, 
how  can  ye  fay  or  think  that  ye  are  not 
polluted?  Or  if  ye  take  with  fuch  a  ge- 
neral, yet,  why  is  not  the  Conviftion 
of  your  Sin  and  Mifery  fo  deeply  en- 
graven, as,  to  purfue  you  out  of  all  Hope 
of  Remedy  in  yourfelves,  Jer.  ii.  21, 23. 
And  therefore  is  thine  Iniquity  mark- 
ed  before  me,  faith  the  Lord.  God  hath 
determined  not  to  wrong  his  Juftice.  If 
Men  fliould  go  away  unpunifhed  and  un- 
judged  both,  where  were  his  Righteouf- 
nefs?  If  there  were  no  Record  of  Mens 
Tranlgreffions,  were  he  a  righteous  Judge? 
Therefore,  thofe  who  do  not  judge 
themfelves,  muft  leave  Judgment  to  him: 
For  once  the  Mouth  of  all  Flejb  muft 
be  flopped,  and  all  become  Guilty  be- 
fore God.  Why  pleads  the  Lord  with 
Man?  Becaufe  Man  fays  lam  Innocent, 
I  btive  Hot  finned,  his  Anger  mil  rum 
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away,  Jer.  ii.  35-  Will  any  (peak  lb  in 
Terms?  No  indeed,  but  the  Lord  con- 
Grafts  fo  of  the  moft  Part,  becaufe  they 
do  more  confider  the  Wrongs  done  to 
them,  nor  their  own  Wrongs  done  to 
God.    All  Men  confefs  the  general,  that 
they  are  Sinners ;  but  who  fearches  and 
tries  his  Way  to  find  out  Faniculars ; 
and  in  as  far  as  ye  do  not  charge  your- 
felves  with  particular  Guiltinefc,  until  ye 
be  afraid  of  Us  Anger,  as  long  as  the 
Confideranon  of  your  Sins  is  fo  fuperfici- 
al  and  (hallow,  that  ye  apprehend  no  Dan- 
ger of  Wrath,  or  Immunity   from  it, 
certainly  God  will  plead  with  you.    Ju- 
ftice  muft  fo  fir  be  glorified,  as  once  to 
conclude  you  under  the  Sentence  of  Death  ; 
If  ye   do  it  not  now,    then  ye  leave 
God  to  be  your  Judge  and  Party. .  But 
if  any  Man  (hall  take  with  bis  Guiltinefs, 
till  bis  Mouth  be  flopped,  and  condemn 
himfelf  in  God's  Sight.    I  fay,  Mercy 
and  Grace  in  God  muft  not  be  wrong- 
ed; be  that  judges  himfelf  Jball  not  be 
judged  of  the  Lord.    What  a  fair  Offer 
is  this  to  you  all?  The  Lord  offers  to 
you,  if  ye  will  in  Time  be  your  own 
Judges,  I  will  refign  my  Judgment  to 
you :  If  ye  will  but  in  Earned  pafs  the 
Sentence,  I  will  neither  pafs  it  nor  exe- 
cute it.    If  ye  come  to  the  Mediator 
Chrift  Jefus,  to  efcape  from  the  Wrath 
of  a  Judge,  you  (hall  meet  with  a  recon- 
ciled Father,  and  with  fuch  Love  in  1um 
at  (hall  hide  a  Multitude  of  Offences. 
O !  the  Depth  and  Heighth,  and  Breadth 
£of  that    Love!  Well  then,  it  (hall  be  a 
Sea  to  caft  your  Offences  into,  that  (hall 
drown  them.     Had  not  his  People  many 
Spots?   Is  there  any  Man  can  fay,  1 
bane  cleartfed  my  Heart  from  Iniquity  * 
No,  not  one.    Yet  behold,  he  fees  no 
Spots  in  his  Reople ;  He  doth  not  make 
them  his  People. Jpcaule  fpotlefe  but  be 


feeth  them  fpotlefs,  becaufe  he  makes  them 
his  People.    There  is  no  Covering  that 
can  hide  Men's  Uncieannefs  from  his 
piercing  Eye,  but  one,  even  Jefus  Chrift 
his  Righteoulhefs :  And  bleft  is  be  wbofe 
Sins  are  covered.    If  this   Covering 
were  iprcad  over  the  Moutif  of  all  Hell* 
then  Hell  mould  have  a  Covering  from 
his  Eyes.    If  ye  therefore  ftrip  yourfelves 
naked  of  your  own  Pretences  and  Leaves; 
and  think  not  yourfelf  fecure  under  any 
created  Shelter ;  if  ye  hide  not  your  I- 
niquity,  then  it  (hall  be  hid  indeed:  Here 
is  a  Covering  that  (hall  hide  it  from  his 
Eyes.    There  is  no  Spot  fo  heinous,  none 
fo  ingrained,   but  the  Blood    of  Jefus 
can  warn  it  as  perfeftly  out.  as  if.it  had 
never  been,  If  a.  xvi.  17.    Tto'  your 
Spots  were  fuch  as  are  not  incident  to  his 
Children,  yet  this  Blood  cleanfes  from 
one  and  all,  it  is  of  an  infinite  Nature. 
•  But  tho'  it  be  fo,   that  the   Blood  of 
Cbrift  cleanfetbfrom  all  Sin,  (bat  there 
is  a  Fountain  opened  in  the  Houfe  of 
David  for  Sin  and  for  JJncleannefs* 
for  Sin  and  Separation,  for  fuch  hainous 
Offences  as  may  feparate  People  even 
from  the  Congregation  of  the    Lord's 
People.    Yet  there  are  ibme  Sins,  fome 
Spots  that  ordinarily  his  People  are  not  de* 
filed  with,  and  in  this  Reipeft  they  may 
be  called  holy  and  unde filed  in  the  fray. 
There  are  feme  Marks  and  Characters  of 
unregenerated  Men ,  fo  legible  and  exprefi. 
that  we  may  even  read  from  Men's  Con- 
verfation,  that  they  are  not  the  Children 
of  God.    Tho*  the  Blood  of  Chrift  waJh 
from  all,  yet  the  Child  of  God  ordinarily 
is  kept  from  fome  Kind  of  Spots,  fo  that 
if  a  Man  (hall  be  fpotted  with  them,  'tis 
no  marvel    he    queftion    if   he  be  a 
Child  or  not.    There  are  two,  which  I 
think  fo  grofs  and  uncjean  Spots,  that  I 
cannot  conceive  how  a  Soul  waihen  by 
Ttt  Jefus 
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Jefus  Chrift  can  be  defiled  with  them : 
one  is,  a  Cour  fe  of  Profanity :  The  com- 
mon Walk  of  the  Multitude  is  lb  grofs 
and  profane »  lb  void  of  God  and  Godli- 
fiefs,  that  it  witnefleth  to  their  Face  that 
they  are  not  the  Sons  of  God :  He  that 
is  born  of  God  ftnnetb  noti  Hemaketh 
not  Sin  his  Way  and  Trade  to  walk  in- 
to, and  pleafe  himfelf  into.  What  are 
the  moft  Pan  of  you,  I  pray  you?  Is 
your  Spot  like  the  Spot  of  his  Children  ? 
Do  not  ye  declare  your  Sin  as  Sodom, 
ye  Drunkards,  who  wallow  in  it  daily, 
ind  tho*  ye  profefs  Repentance,  yet  ne» 
*er  amend?  Ye  who  have  a  Cuftom  of 
(wearing  and  blafphemlng  his  holy  Name, 
do  not  ye  carry  in  your  Forehead  a  Spot 
that  is  tot  hke  Us  Children?  The  Child 
of  God  may  fill  in  many  Particulars, 
but  h  is  not  the  Spot  of  a  Child  to  con- 
tinue in  diem,  to  add  Drunkennefi  to 
Thirft,  and  yet  to  dream  of  efcaping 
JPrath.  1  pray  you  coofider  it.  for  it  is 
of  great  Moment.  Do  ye  carry  fuch  a 
Mack  Mark,  the  Devil's  Mark?  Oi  do 
aot  think  yourfelves  fafe.  May  not  this 
peifsadeyou?  Do  but  compare yourfehrei 
in  your  Conretfe  and  Walk  with  an 
Heathen  without  die  Church;  fet  afide 
your  pubtick  Profeffion  of  coming  to  the 
Church,  and  hearing. the  Word,  and 
Church  Privileges:  And  is  there  Diffe- 
rence vifible  between  you  and  them  ? 
Many  of  you  pray  no  more  in  Secret, 
or  in  your  Families,  nor  they :  Ye  curie 
and  fwear  as  they,  ye  are  covetous  and 
worldly  as  they;  and,  if  ye  can,  do  but 
draw  a.  line  of  Difference ;  and  if  ye 
cannot,  then  I  ask  what  are  ye  ?  Is  not 
this  the  Spot  of  Baftards?  Another  Spot 
is.  Hatred  of  Godlinefs  and  the  Godly : 
Tins  is  indeed  the  moft  lively  Image  of 
die  Devil :  Woo  totes  bis  Brother  is 
if  the  Jkvii*    He  that  hates  the  ton 


can  he  love  the  Father :  He  that  hate1 
him  that  is  Begotten,  hates  alio  him  tha1 
begat  him :  And  he  that  loves  him  that  be" 
gat,  loves  him  that  is  begotten.  Now. 
how  can  he  be  begotten  of  God.  who 
hates  that  Nature  he  is  faid  to  partake 
of,  who  hates  him  that  is  begotten  ?  I 
wonder  that  many  of  your  Confdences 
are  not  touched  with  this?  How  can  ye 
imagine  ye  are  Children  of  God,  when 
there  is  none  of  your  Neighbours  that 
your  Heart  rifeth  more  againft,  that  ye 
can  lead  abide,  nor  thole  who  leek  God 
moft  diligently,  whole  Conrtrfation  is 
different  from  the  Worlds.  Do  not 
flatter  yourfelves,  as  if  it  were  Hypocrily 
ye  hated?  No,  no,  ye  an  agree  with 
Profanity,  and  how  can  ye  hate  Hypocri- 
IV?  Te  can  agree  with  a  profane  Hypo* 
crite,  with  a  profane  Man,  that  feigns 
and  cfiflembles  Repentance ;  but  if  once 
he  were  Jo  throughly  changed,  as  to  ha* 
his  former  Way,  and  forfake  it,  them 
your  Antipathy  beginneth.  What  a  rid*, 
culous  Thing  is  it  for  Profanity  to  take 
upon  it  to  cenfiire  Hypocrily?  Certain^ 
if  Profanity  call  out  with  Hypocrily,  • 
muft  be  becaufe  it  hath  a  Form  of  God* 
lintfs,  which  it  fo  much  detefteih.  It 
is  a  Jfrange  Hatred  at  GodKnels  that  a 
profane  Man  hath,  that  he  cannot  abide 
the  very  Shadow  of  ir%  I  befeech  you 
who  love  not  Holinefs  in  your  own  Per* 
Ions,  who  hate  to  be  reformed  your- 
felves,  do  not  add  this  Height  of  Sin  to 
it,  as  to  hate  it  in  others  atfo.  If  ye  be 
not  godly  yourfelves,  do  net  add  this  de-  9 
clared  manifeft  Character  of  a  Child  of 
the  Devil  to  it„  to  hate  Godlinefs  in  o- 
thers.  There  were  feme  Hope  of  you, 
if  ye  held  k  in  Reverence  and  EAimati- 
on  where  ye  law  it.  There  are  many 
others  Spots  not  incident  to  his  Children, 
at  this*  that  Men  wiUjot  tike  with  tbek 
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Sin  and  the  Curie;  it  barest  Difficulty 
to  convince  the  moft  Part  of  Men  how 
mtferaUe  they  are,  how  void  of  God  : 
Ail  the  World  will  not  put  them  out  of 
a  good  Opinion  of  themselves;  And  1 
think  this  hath  been  the  Spot  of  this  People ; 
they  would  not  take  with  their  CMkinefs", 
a  ftubborn-hearted  People,  whole-hearted. 
There  needs  no  more  to  declare  a  Num- 
ber of  you  not  to  be  God's  Children, 
but  this,  ye  bare  lived  all  your  Time  in 
the  Opinion  and  Belief  that  ye  were  God's 
Children,  that  ye  believed  in  him ;  ye 
never  faw  yourlelves  loft  and  miferable. 
This  was  the  Spot  of  this  People,  that 
they  efteemed  themfelves  Children,  tbo 
they  had  many  Spots  that  teftify'd  to 
their  Face  that  they  were  no  Children: 
They  waxed  worfe  and  worfe,  neither 
Mercies  nor  Judgments  amended  them ; 
men  be  flew  tbem,  it  may  be,  they 
fought  him,  and  flattered  bim  with  theit 
Mouth,  but  tbeir  Hearts  were  mt  right 
with  bim,  neither  were  they  Jledfaft  in 
bis+Covemmt,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  34.      ?< 
would  have  thought  them,  a  godly  Peopk 
while  under  the  Rod  for  a  Seafon,  but  all 
that  was  but  extorted  and  preflW  out  by 
Violence  of  AttAioo,  as  the  Groans  ot 
a  Beaft  under  a  Burden;  but  a  little  Time 
declared  that  it  was  but  Flattery,  tho*  they 
thought  themfelves  ingenuous,  and  there- 
fore they  returned  to  their  old  Provocati- 
ons, as  a  Sow  to  the  Puddle,  or  a  Dog 
to  bis  Vomir.    And  is  not  this  our  Spot, 
even  the  Spot  of  great  and  finall.    If  any 
would  loot:  upon  us  in  our  Engagements 
and  Vows  under  Trouble,  we  appea/ 
fite  his  People,  a  praying,  repenting  and 
believing  People:  But  how  quickly  doth 
all  this  prove  Flattery  }  Do  we  not  ffcll 
return  to  our  old  Ways  that  we  have  been 
ezamplarily  puaiAed  for,  and  which  we 
fo  folemnly  iogaged  afiunft.    The  Heat 


of  the  Furnace  dieth  out,  and  they  wai 
colder  and  harder,  a  hale  Time  wear* 
away  all  their  Tenderness :  Every  Man 
to  his  own  Things,*****  m  Manfeeks 
the  tfbings  of  Jefus  Chrift.  This  war 
this  People's  Sn  and  Spot.  Jejhurun 
waned  fat  and  ticked,  and  lightly  e* 
fteemed  the  Rock  of  tbeir  Salvation. 
When  their  Heads  were  lifted  tip  to  Go- 
vernment, when  they  were  railed  out  of 
the  Waters  of  Affliction  and  Poverty, 
then  they  forgat  God,  they  opprefled  the 
Poor  and  Needy,  eat  up  Us  People  ae 
Bread,  and  could  not  abide  to  have  their 
Faults  told  them ;  thcyfaid  to  tbe  Seers. 
fee  not,  and  to  tbe  Prophets  prophefi 
mt  unto  us  right  things,  Sec,  16.  xxi* 
10.  I  think  Hkewife,  that  Oppreflion  it 
not  the  Spot  of  his  Children,  whoever 
jfe  it.  And  Covetoufnefi  prefles  Me* 
to  it,  when  Power  is  in  tbeir  Hind  to 
compafs  it.  This  is#  vile  Spot,  unwor* 
by  of  any  Ruler,  let  be  a  Chriftian.  It 
vas  abhorred  among  Psgans.  © !  but  H 
cries  to  Heaven,  (faith  die  Scripture) 
it  hath  a  double  Cry  when  other  Shis 
:ry  once.  The  H^noulhefs  of  it  crieth 
»nce,  and  the  poor  People  cry  again,  and 
ootb  tbete  come  up  to  the  Ears  of  the 
Lord  of  Hofts ;  nay,  it  hath  the  Cry  of 
Murder  and  another  betide.  He  that  it 
greedy  of  Gain,  is  faid  to  take  away  tbe 
Life  of  the  Owners  thereof,  Prov.i.  19. 
So  he  is  a  Murtherer  before  God,  and 
the  poor  Man's  Blood  crieth  for  Ven- 
geance, and  then  himfelf  ftconds  it,  either 
by  Prayer,  or  crying  out  for  Mifery,  Job 
xxxv.  9.  Alt  Men's  Prayers  and  Profit 
Jons  wiH  not  outcry  ttiefe  two.  Tba 
Peoples  many  Prayers  could  not  be  heard* 
Ifa.  i.  15.  becaufe  their  Hands  were 
fuM  of  Blood,  which  had  a  louder  Cry 

I1  that)  tbeir  Prayers.    The  Poor  alio  op* 
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prelfiog  the  Poor,  is  like  a  fweeping  Rain 
tbat  Jea  ve$  nothing  behind  it. 

It  is  read  in  the  Margin,  that  they  are 
not  his  Children,  this*  is  thrir  Blot.  And 
indeed  h  is  fo :  It  is  a  great  Blot  and  Stain 
•n  the  Face  of  any  Man  whoever  he  be, 
that  he  is  no.t  born  of  God,  that  he  can 
reckon  Kindred  to  none  but  Adam\  But 
what  Indignity  is  it  and  DiJgrace  for  a 
People  profeffing  his  Naraeryet  co  have 
no  other  Generation,  to  reckon  no  higher 
lhan  the  Earth  and  the  Earthly.  What  is 
now  the  great  Blot  of  our  vifible  Church  ? 
Here  it  is,  the  moft  Pan  are  not  God's 
Children,  but  called  fo:  And  it  is  the 
greater  Blot  that  they  are  called  fo, 
and  are  not.  O  poor  Saints  efleem 
your  Honour  and  high  Privilege,  ye  have 
received  this  to  be  the  Sons  of  God. 
It  is  no  Blot  to  you  that  you  are  poor 
and  defpifed  in  the  World ;  But  it  is  and 
fliall  be  an  eternal  Wot  to  the  Great  and 
Rich,  and  Wife  in  the  World,  that  they 
are  not  the  Children  of  God.  Chriftia- 
city  is  no  Blot,  tho%  it  be  in  Reproach 
among  Men,  but  it  is  really  the  Glory 
and  Excellency  of  a  Man :  But  the  Want 
of  it,  alas,  how  doth  it  abaie  many  high 
and  .noble,  impoverish  many  rich,  and 
infatuate  many  Wife?  Ye  think  all  of  you 
are  the  Children  of  God,  becaufe  ye  are 
in  the  Church,  and  partake  of  the  Ordi- 
nances and  Sacraments;  and  fo  did  this 
People.  But  Mofes  did  not  flatter  thefe 
Jews,  but  told  both  Princes  and  People 
in  tbeir  Face,  that  they  were  not  Children 
of  God,  becaufe  only  tfrael  in  the  Letter, 
they  had  not  Children*  Manners.  Oh.' 
tbat  it  might  not  be  faid  of  the  moft  Part 
of  you,  tbat  ye  are  not  Children  of 
-  Cod,  and  that  that  is  your  Blot  and 
Shame.  It  is  the  Shame  of  Rulers  not 
to  be  the  Children  of  God  They  are 
Wife,  they  are  Afiive,  they  art  Noble,  j 
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but  one  Spot  difgraceth  all,  one  Fly  mak> 
eth  their  Ointment  ftink,  tbey  are  not 
gracious,  many  6f  them  but  Sons  of 
Men  at  the  farrbeft  Reckoning,  are  not 
begotten  again  to  a  lively  Hope.  Hot 
many  Wife,  not  many  Noble,  not  many 
Rich.  The  Scantnefs  of  gracious  Men 
is  the  Spot  of  Judicatures,  that  there  are 
many  Children  of  ihe  World,  but  few 
Children  of  Light  k\  them.  0.»  how 
beautiful  and  glorious  would  Judicatories 
be,  if  all  the  Members  were  Children 
of  Light?  What  Glory  would  there  be, 
if  all  of  them  did  rtiine  and  enlightened 
one  another?  But  what  Befcuty  or  Com. 
linefs,  what  Majefly  can  be  in  Rulers  or 
Judicatures,  when  the  Image  of  God  is 
not  in  them?  This  is  alio  the  Spot  of 
Aflembliet,  Synods,  Presbyteries,  that 
there  are  few  godly  Minifters.  Ala* 
that  this  Complaint  (hould  be,  even  a- 
mong  thofe  whofe  Office  it  is  to  beget 
many  Children  to  God  i  how-  few  of  . 
them  are  begotten,  or  hath  the  Im^e 
of  their  Father?  And  thus  Church  Arte* 
blies  have  no  Beauty,  fuch  as  the  Courts 
of  Jefus  Chrift  IhojjJd  have.  O  >  that 
we  were  in  Love  with  Christianity  and 
Grace,  that  it  were  our  grand  Question, 
how  (hall  I  be  put  among  the  Children  ? 
The  Lord  kerns  to  wonder  at  it,  and 
make  a  Queftion  of  it,  How  can  fuck 
as  we  be  put  among  the  Children  * 
Jer.  iii.  19.  But  be  anfwers  it  himfelf, 
thou  Jbait  call  me,  my  Father,  and  jball 
not  turn  away  from  me.  There  is  no 
more,  but  take  with  your  Wanderings 
and  Wrongs  done  to  God ;  imbrace  him 
in  Jefus  Chritf,  and  he  becomes  your 
Father ;  and  if  ye  be  Children,  fure  ye 
will  refolve  to  abide  in  your  Father's 
Houfe,  and  turn  no  more  to  a  preient 
World,  or  your  former  Lufts, 
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tfbey  are  a  perverfe  antf  crooked 
Generation']  What  Pleafure  haih  the 
Lord  in  fpeaking  thus,  when  he  upbraids 
none  ?  Certain  iy ,  in  a  Ma  nner  it  is  drawn 
out  of  him.  Would  he  objeft  our  Faults, 
if  we  did  not  defend  them  by  Obfttnacy  ? 
Perverfenefs  and  Crookednefs  is  Ob- 
ftinacy  and  Incorrigiblenefs  againft  Mer- 
cies and  Judgments.  ST  bat  wbicb  is  erod- 
ed, cannot  be  made  ftraigbt,  faith  Solo- 
mon.  Then  doth  the  Lord  take  Notice 
of  Sins,  when  Men  refufe  to  return,  and 
fo  maintain  their  Sins.  It  is  this  which 
heightens  Provocations,  and  makes  out 
the  Controverfy  Perverfenefs  in  Sin.    It 


is  not  ordinary  common  Infirmities  thai 
the  Lord  piinifheth,  either  in  a  Land  or 
Perfon  ;  but  when  Infirmities  are  difco* 
vered  by  the  Light  of  the  Word,  when 
the  Lord  ufeth  Means  to  reclaim  Men  in 
his  Providence,  and  yet  no  Means  pre- 
vail, then  they  are  reckoned  perverfe. 
Now,  Perverfenefs  is  not  the  Spot  of  hit 
Children  :  The  Child  .  of  God  daHy 
bows  and  folds  to  him,  receives  Chal- 
lenges from  him,  takes  with  Iniquity, 
and  yields  unto  God.  0\  mat  this  Title 
might  not  be  written  above  the  Head  of 
this  Generation  d{fervedly.  <fbtiija 
perverfe  and  crooked  Generation. 


SERMON    V. 

Pfal.  Ixxiii.  28.    But   it  is  good  for  me  to  dram  near  to 
God:  I  have  put  my  Trufi  in  the  Lord  God,  that  I 
.     may  declare  all  thy  Works. 


AFTER  Man's  firft  Tranfgreffioa, 
he  was  (hut  put  from  the  Tree  of 
Life,  and  call  out  of  the  Garden,  by 
which  was  fignified,  his  Sfcclufion  and 
Sequeftration  from  the  Pretence  of  God, 
and  Communion  with  him :  And  this 
was  in  a  Manner  the  Extermination  of 
all  Mankind  in  one,  when  Adam  was 
driven  out  of  Paradife.  Now.  this  had 
been  an  eternal  Separation  for  any  Thing 
that  we  could  do  (for  we  can  do  nothing, 
bat  depart  by  a  perpetual  Backfliding, 
and  make  the  Diftance  every  Day  wider) 
except  it  had  pleafed  the  Lord  of  his  h> 
inhe  Gract*  to  coodeftnd  to  draw  near 


to  us  in  gracious  Promifes  and  Offers  of 
a  Redeemer.  If  he  had  not  made  the 
firfl  Journey  from  Heaven  to  Earth,  by 
fending  his  only  Son,  we  mould  havo 
given  over  the*  Hope  of  returning  from 
Earth  to  Heaven :  But  he  hath  taken 
away  the  greateft  Pan  of  that  Diftance* 
in  drawing  near  to  our  Nature;  yea 
in  a/Turning  our  Fieih  into  the  Fellow 
(hip  of  his  glorious  Divinity.  He  hath 
ftooped  fa  tow  to  meet  with  us,  and 
offered  himfelf  the  tryfting  Place  between 
God  and  us.  a  fit  meeting  Place,  wherr 
there  is  an  Conjunction  of  the  Intereft* 
of  both  Parties  :  And  now,  there  is  no 
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snore  to  do,  but  to  draw  near  to  God 
ia  Jefus  Chrift,  fioce  he  hath  made  th* 
great  Journey  to  come  down  to  us.  We 
hire  not  that  infinite  Golf  of  Satisfaction 
to  JufBoe  to  pah  over,  we  hare  not  the 
Height  of  tBvtoe  Majefty,  as  he  is  in- 
finitely sfcove  us,  and  offended  with  us, 
to  climb  up  onto.  Certainly  we  could 
not  but  fill  into  the  Lake  that  is  below 
ais,  if  we  were  to  aim  lb  high.  But  the 
Lord  ha  th  been  pteafed  to  defcend  to  us, 
in  our  mean  Capacity  in  the  FJeih,  and 
€11  up  that  immenfcrable  Golf  of  Joftke, 
t>7  the  infinite  Merits  and  Suffering!  of 
his  Son  in  our  Ffeflt.  And  now  he  in* 
Tites  us,  he  requefts  us  to  come  to  him 
in  his  Son  and  have  Life.  We  are  not 
come  to  Mount  Shun,  that  might  not 
fee  touched,  that  burnt  with  Fire  and 
Tempeft,  where  there  were  terrible 
Sights,  and  intolerable  Noiles.  I  fay, 
(uch  a  God  we  might  have  had  to  do 
with,  a  confuming  Fire,  instead  of  io- 
ftru&ing  Light,  a  devouring  Fire,  inftead 
oft  healing  Sun  of  Righteouinefs,  con- 
fideriag  that  there  is  nothing  in  us,  which 
is  not  At  and  prepared  Fewel  for  ever- 
lafUng  Burnings.  But  we  are  come  (and 
that  is  the  eternal  Wonder  of  Angels) 
unto  Mount  Son,  to  be  Citizens  in  the 
City  of  God,  and  Fellow-citizens  with 
blefled  Angels  and  glorified  Spirits,  to 
Peace  and  Reconciliation  with  him  who 
was  our  Judge.  And  if  you  ask  how 
this  may  be?  I  anfwer,  becaufe  we  have 
one  Jefin  she  Mediator  of  the  New  Co- 
venant to  come  to,  whole  Blood  cryeth 
louder  for  Pardon  of  dinners,  than  all 
Mens  Tranlgreffioos  can  cry  for  Punilh- 
ment  of  Sinnets,  Heb.  rii.  it,  19,  to. 

Let  us  then  confider  the  firft  Step  and 
Degree  of  Union  with  God,  it  canfifts 
in  Faith  in  Jefus  Chritt.    This  is  the 


firft  Motion  of  the  Soul  in  drawing  ne* 
to  God  ;  for,  as  there  is  no  RemtfJW* 
mtboui  Blood,  fo  no  Accefs  to  God 
without  a  Mediator.  For  if  you  coo- 
fider  what  is  in  Jefus  Chrift,  you  will 
find  that  which  will  engage  the  Defire  of 
the  Heart •  as  alfo  that  which  will  pre 
Boldnefs  and  Confidence  to  aft  chat  De- 
fire.  Eternal  Life  is  promiied  and  pro- 
poled  in  him,  be  offers  Reft  to  weary- 
Souls,  and  hath  it  to  give.  That  which 
we  ignorantfy  and  vainly  feek  elfewhei*, 
here  it  is  to  be  found :  For  perfona! 
Ezcelkodes,  he  is  the  chief  infinitely  be- 
yond Companion ;  and  for  Suitabienefi 
to  us  and  our  Neceflities ,  all  the  Golpel 
is  an  Eipreffion  of  it;  fo  that  he  is  pre 
faxed  sn  the  moft  attra&ve  drawing 
Manner  that  can  be  imagined.  And  then, 
when  the  Defires  are  inflamed,  yet  if 
there  be  no  Oil  of  Hope  to  feed  it,  it 
will  (boo  cool  again.  Therefore  taie  a 
View  again,  and  you  may  have  Boldnefs 
to  enter  into  the  HoKeft,  by  the  filootf 
of  Jefus.  There  was  feme  Kind  of 
Diftance  kept  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
none  but  the  Hghfrteft  might  enter  into 
theholieft  Place;  But  the  Entry  of  our 
High-prieft  into  it,  that  is  into  Heaven, 
hath  made  it  patent  to  all  that  come  to 
htm  and  apply  his  Blood.  There  is  a 
new  and  living  Way  by  the  holy  Ffefli 
of  Chrift,  cooperated  and  made  of  in- 
finite Value  and  Ufe,  by  the  Divinity  of 
his  Perfon ;  and  therefore,  having  fuch 
a  one  of  our  Kindred  fo  great  with  God, 
We  may  draw  near  with  a  true  Heart, 
and  full  Affurance  of  Faith,  having 
our  Cori/ciences  Jprinkled,  &c.  Heb. 
a.  18,  i9,20,£$K  Now,fincethe  Way  is 
made  plain  to  you,  and  the  Entry  is  ope- 
ned up  in  the  Gofpel ;  Do  you  not  find 
your  Hearts  ftir  within  you  to  draw  near 
to  him?  Do  you  not  find  a  Neceffity  of 
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making  Peace  by  fuch  a  Mediator?  Ol 
that  you  knew  the  great  Diftance  between 
God  and  your  Natures,  and  what  the 
Hazard  U,  Lo.  they  that  are  far  from 
tbee  Jball  perijbi  Then  certainly,  you 
would  take  hold  of  this  Invitation,  and 
be  eafily  drawn  unto  Jefus  Cbqft.    But. 
unto  you  who  have  adventured  to  draw 
near  for  Pardon  of  Sin  in  Chrift.  I  would 
recommend  unto  you,  that  you  would 
draw  yet  nearer  to  God.     After  that 
the  Partition-wall  of  Wrath  and  Condem- 
nation is  removed,  yet  there  is  much 
Darknefs  in  your  Minds*  and  Corrupti- 
on in  our  Natures  that  feparates  from  him; 
I  mean  intercepts  and  difturbs  that  blef 
fed   Communion  you  are  called  unto. 
Therefore  I  would  exhort  you.  as  James, 
Draw  near  to  God.  and  be  will  draw 
near  to  you,  Chap.  hr.  8.  And  that, 
wherein  this  moft  confifts,  is  in  ftudy- 
ing  that  Purification  of  our  Natures,  that 
Cleanfingof  our  Hearts  from  Guile,  and 
cur  Hands  from  Offences,  by  which  our 
Souls  may  draw  towards  a  Refemblance 
of  God.    Tbu  Accefi  and  drawing  near 
to  God  in  Affimilarion.  and  Conformity 
of  Nature,  is  the  great  Defign  of  the 
GofpeL   Be  ye  bofy,  for  I  am  bofy. 
Now  ye  are  agreed;   walk  with  bim, 
Amos  iti.  3.    u  Enoch   walked  whb 
God,  Gen.  v.  34.    That  is.  labour  in 
all  your  Converfation.  to  fct  him  before 
your  Eyes,  and  to  ftudy  to  be  well  plea- 
fed  with  him  in  ail  Things,  and  to  pleafc 
him  in  all.  to  conform  yourjehres  to  bis 
Pleafure  in   every  Thing.     And  this 
Communion  in  walking,  efpedally  con- 
fifts in  that  Communication  of  the  Spirit 
with  God  in  Erayer :  This  is  the  neareft 
and  fweeteft  Approach,  when  the  Soul 
is  lifted  up  19  God.  and  is  almoft  out  of 
u&lf  in  him ;  and  this  being  the  ortfinary 
ExerciieaodMkuion  of  the  Soul,  k  ex- 


ceedingly advances  in  the  firft  Fofat  of 
Nearnefi,  that  is.  in  Conformity  with 
God.  Drawing  often  near  in  Com- 
munion with  him  in  Prayer,  makes  the 
Soul  draw  towards  his  Likened,  even  at 
much  Converfe  of  Men  together,  will 
make  them  like  one  another. 

Now,  for  the  Comrpendatioo  of  this. 
It  is  good\  What  greater  Evil  an  be 
imagined  than  Separation  from  the  great- 
eft  Good?  And  what  greater  Good!,  tha» 
Acceffion  to  the  gteateft  Good  ?  Every 


Thing  is  info  far  happy  and  well,  as  it 
is  joined  with,  and  eojoyeth  that  which* 
is  convenient  for  it.    Light  b  the  Per- 
fe&ion  of  the  Earth,  remove  k»  an* , 
what  a  difcoofobte  and  unpkrafimt  Thing  ' 
is  it?  Now.  truly  Aere  is  nothing  firit* 
able  to  the  immoral  Spirit  of  Man,  bug 
God ;  and  therefore  all  ks  Hanpintft  or 
Mifery  muft  be  meafaed  by  me  Accefi 
or  Recefi,  Nearnefa  or  Diftance  of  that 
infinite  Goodbefi.    Therefore,  is  if  anjr 
Wonder,  the*  at  tkey  that  p  a  whoring 
from  him  perijb,  aa>  every  Man's  Heart 
doth?  For  we  are  infinkely  bound  bf 
Creadon,  by  many  other  Bonds  ftronger 
than  Wedlock,  to  confecrate  anddevotr 
ourftlves  wholly  to  God ;   but  this  if 
treacheroufly  broken:  Every  Man  ton* 
afide  to  Vanity  and  lies,  and  is  gnUty  off 
Heart  Whoredom  from  God  and  lpiri* 
tual  Idolatry,  becaufe  the  AftAion  tbar 
(hould  be  preferred  chafte  for  him,  ir 
proftitute  to  every  bafe  Objeft :  So  then., 
this  Divorcement  of  the  Sort  from  God* 
cannot  but  follow  thereupon,  even  an 
eternal  EccKpfc  of  true  and  real  Lift  an£ 
Comfort.  And  whoever  draw  back  from* 
the  Fountain  of  life  and  Salvation,  can- 
not but  find  elfewhere  Perdition  and  De- 
Aruaion,  Heb.  a.  «/r.   My  Beloved,  lee 
us  fet  this  afide  all  other  Things  whkb 
are  the  Furfoiu  and  Endeavours  of  the 
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moft  Fart  of  Men.    Mens  natural  De- 
foes  are  carried  towards  Health,  Food. 
Raiment,  Life  and  Liberty,   Peace  and 
fuch  like :  But  the  more  rational  Sort  of 
Men,  feek  after  fome  Shadow  of  Wifdom 
and  Virtue.    Yet  the  Generality  of  Men, 
both  high  and  low,  have  extravagant  il- 
liraited  Defires  toward  Riches,  Pleafure, 
Preferment ;  and  all  that  we  have  fpoken, 
is  inclofed  within  the  narrow  Compafs 
of  Mens  Abode  here,  which  is  but  for  a 
Moment ;   So  that,  if  it  were  poflible, 
that  all  thefe  fbrementioned  Defires  and 
Delights  of  Men,  could  attend  any  Man 
for  die  Space  of  an  hundred  Years,  tbo' 
be  had  the  Concurrence  of  the  Streams 
of  the  Creatures  to  bring  him  in  Satisfacti- 
on, tho'  all  the  World  lhould  bow  to  him 
and  be  iubjetf  to  the  Beck  of  Ms  Autho- 
rity, without  Stroke  of  Sword,  tho'  all 
the  Creatures  lhould  fpend  their  Strength 
and  Wit  upon  his  Satisfaction.    Yet  do 
but  confider   what  that  (hall  be  within 
fome  few  Years,  when  he  (hall  be  ipoiled 
of  all  that  Attendance,  denuded  of  all 
external  Comforts,  when  the  fatal  Period 
mult  dole  his  Life,  Peace,  Health  and 
all ;  and  his  poor  Soul  alfo,  that  was 
drowned  in  that  Gulf  of  Pleafure,  (hall 
then  find  itfelf  robbed  of  its  precious 
Treafure,  that  is,  Cod's  Favour,  and  fo 
remain  in  everlaftiqg  Banilhment  from 
bis  Prefeoce.     Do  ye  think,  I  fay,  that 
Man   were    happy  :    Nay !     0    happy - 
Lazarus,  who  is  now  blefied  in  Abra- 
hams Bofom,  who  enjoys  an  Eternity  of 
Happinefs.  for  a  Moment's  Mifery.   But 
my  Beloved,  you  know  that  it  is  not 
poffible,  even  to  attain  to  that  imagined 
Happinefs  here.     All  the  Gain  that  is 
found,  is  not  able  to  quit  the  £oft  and 
Eipence  of  Grief,  Vexation,  Care,  Toil- 
ing and  Sweating  that  is  about  them. 
But  if  you  would  be  perfwaded,  there 


is   that  to  be  found  eafily,  which  you 
trouble  yourfelves,   fceking    elfe where: 
And  beKeve  me,  tho*  the^  general  Appre- 
henfion  of  Men  be,  that  Peace,  Plenty. 
Preferment  and  Satisfaction  in  this  Life, 
to  compenfc  their  Pains,  is  more  eafily 
attainablethan  Fellowftrip  and  Communi- 
on with  God ;  yet  1  am  perfwaded,  that 
there  is  nothing  more   practicable  than 
the  Life  of  Religion.     God  hath  condem- 
ned the  World  under  Vanity  and  a  Curfe. 
and  that  which  is  crooked,  can  by  no  Arc 
or  Strength  be  made  ftraight;   but   he 
hath  made  this  attainable  by  his  gracious 
Promifo,  even   a  blefied  Lift,   in    ap- 
proaching near  to  himfelf  the  Founrain  of 
all  Life.    And  this  is  a  certain  Good, 
an  univerfal  Good,  and  an  eternal  Good. 
It  will  not  difappoint  you  as  other  Things 
do,  of  which  you  have  no  Aflurance  for 
all  your  Toilings.    This  is  made  more 
infallible  to  a  Soul  that  truly  fceks  it  in 
God.    it  is  as  certain,  that  they  cannot 
be  alhamed  through  Fruftration,  as  that 
he  is  faithful.    And  then  it  is  an  univer- 
fal Good,  one  comprehensive  of  all,  one 
eminently  and  virtually  all  Things  crea- 
ated,  to  fce  joined  to  the  infinite  All- 
fulnefs  of  God:  This  advanceth  the  Soul 
to  a  Participation  of  all  that  is  in  him. 
This  is  Health,  Pfal.  alii,  lafl,  Prov. 
iii.  8.     This  is  Light,  John.  viii.  12. 
It  is  Life,  John  xi.  25.   Liberty,  John 
viii.  36.     Food  and  Raiment,  If  a.  hi. 
10.   and  John  iv.  14.    And  what  not? 
It  is  Profit,  Pleafure,  Preferment  in  the 
fuperlarive  Degree,  and  not  fcattered  in 
fo  many  various  Streams,  which  divide 
and  diftraft  the  Heart,  but  all  combined 
in  one.    It  is  the  true  Good  of  both 
Soul  and  Body,  and  fo  the  only  Good  of 
Man.    And  lajtly,  it  is  eternal,  to  be 
coetaneous  with  thy  Soul :  Of  all  other 
Things  it  may  be  laid,  /  bave  /ten  am. 
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End  of  tbem,  they  were  and  are  not  ; 
but  this  will  furviye  Time,  and  all  the 
Changes  of  it,  and  then  it  will  begin  to 
be  perfeft,  when  all  Perfection  is  at  an 
End.  Now  from  all  this,  I  would  ex- 
hort you  in  Jefus  Chrift,  to  ponder  thofe 
Things  in  your  Hearts,  and  confider 
them  in  Reference  to  your  own  Souls, 
that  ye  may  fay  with  David,  It  is  good 
for  me  to  draw  near  to  God. 

That  which  all  Men  feek  after,  is  Hap- 
pinefs  and  Well-being.    Mea  purfue  no- 
thing but  under  the  Notion  of  Good; 
and  to  complete  that  which  may  be  called 
Good,  there  is  required  feme  Excellency 
in  the  Thing  itfclf,  and  then  a  Convent- 
ency  and  Suiublenefs  to  us,  and  tbefe 
jointly  draw  the  Heart  of  Mao:  But  the 
great  Mifery  is,  that  there  is  to  much 
Ignorance  ?nd   Milappreheafion  of  that 
which  is  truly  Good ;  and  then,  when 
any  Thing  of  it  is  Known,  there  is  fo 
little  ferious  Confiderarion  and  Applicati- 
on of  it  to  ourfclves ;  and  this  nukes  the 
fnoft  Part  of  Mea  wander  up  and  down 
in  the  Furfrit  of  divers  Things,  which 
are  not  that  true  Good  of  the  Soul,  and 
let  their  Hearts  on  that  which  is  not,  un- 
til they  find  their  Hearts  fall  down,  as 
wanting  a  Foundation,  and  then  they  turn 
about  again  to  fbme  other  Vanity.    And 
fo  the  Wanderings  and  Straying?-  of  Men 
are  infinite,  becaufe  the  By-ways  are  in- 
numerable, tho*  the  true  Way  be  bat  one. 
Yea,  the  Turnings  and  Toiling*  of  one 
Man  are  various  and  manifold,  becaufe 
he  quickly  lots  the  Sent  of  Happinefs 
in  every  Way  he  falls.,  into,  and  therefore 
muft  turn  to  another.    And  thus  Men 
are  never  at  any  foMd  letting  about  this 
great  Bufinefs,   never  refolute  wherein 
this  Happinefs  confifts,  nor  peremptory 
to  follow  it;  but  they  fluctuate  upon 
'  uncertain  Apprehensions,  and  divcrfe  Af- 


fe&ons,  until  the  Time  and  Date  of  Sal* 
vation  expire;  and  then  they  muft  know 
certainly  and  fiirely,  the  inevitable  Dan* 
ger  and  irrecoverable  Loft  they  have 
brought  themlelves  to,  who*  would  not 
take  Notice  of  the  lure  Way,  of  ef&p* 
ing  both  Wrath,  and  attaining  Happinelr, 
while  it  was  to  be  found. 

Well  then,  this  is  the  great  Bufinefi 
we  "have  here  to  do  v  yea,  to  make  the 
Circle  the  larger,  it  is  that  great  Bufinefs 
we  have-  to  do'  in  thi*  World,  to  know* 
wherein  the  true  Well-being  and  eternal 
Welfare  of  our  Souls  confifts,   and  by 
any  Means  to  apply  unto  that,  as  the  on* 
ly  Thing  neceflary,  in  regard  of  which, 
all  other  Things  are  Ceremonies,  Cir» 
cumftances  and  indifferent  Things.    And 
to  guide  us  in  this  Examination-  and  Ap- 
plication, here  is  one  Mao,  who  having 
aimed  made  Ship-wreck  upon  the  Rock* 
which  Men  commonly  daflt  upon,  and 
being  by  the  Lord  led  fifely  by,  and  al^ 
raoft  arrived  at  the  CoaA  of  true  Felici- 
ty ;  he  fets  eut  a  Beacon,  and  lights  a 
Candle  to  all  who  (hall  fellow  him,  to 
direft  them  which  Way  they  fliall  fleet 
their   Courfe.     Examples   teach   more 
efie&ually  than  Rules*  it  is  eafy   foe 
every  Man  to.  fpeak  well  upon  tbU-Potnt 
in  genera),  and  readily  all  will  acknow- 
ledge, that  here  it  is,  and  no  where  elfc: 
But  yet  all  this  is  Outcrying  by  the  con- 
trary Noife  of  every  Man's   Practice. 
Thefe  general  Grants  of  Truth,  are  re- 
called in  the  Conventions  of  Men,  there- 
fore they  cannot  have  much  Influence 
upon  any  Man :  But  when  we  hear  one 
fpeak,  and  fee  him  walk  to  too ;  when, 
we  have  the  Example  of  a  moft  wife 
Man,  who  wanted  not  thefe  worldly  Ek> 
perflations,  which  other  Men  have :  So 
that,  he  not  only  propones  it  to  us,  but 
after  much  ferious   Advifement,  after 
U  u  u  mature 
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mature  Confederation  of  all  that  can  be 
faid  of  the  Wicked's  beft  Eftate.  and  the 
Godly  i  worft,  letting  down  refolute  Con 
dufioni  for  himfelf.  //  if  good  for  me 
to  draw  near  to  God;  yea,  to  deter- 
minate into  it,  that  if  none  of  the  World 
(hould  be  of  chat  Mind,  he  would  not 
change  it ;  tbo'  all  fhould  walk  in  other 
Ways,  he  would  cboofe  to  be  rather 
alone  in  this,  than  in  the  greater*  Croud 
of  Company  in  any  other.    Now,  I  fay, 

4when  we  have  fucb  a  Copy  cart  us,  a 
Man  of  eiteUent  Parts  in  Sobriety  and 
Sadnefi,  choosing  Ait  Way,  which  all  in 

'Words  confels  to  be  the  befl ;  fliould 
not  this  awake  us  out  of  our  Dreams,  and 
araife  us  up  to  feme  more  Auention  and 
Confideratioo  of  what  we  are  doing  ? 
Tbe  Words  you  see.  are  the  holy  Re- 
solution of  a  boly  Heart,  concerning  that 
which  is  the  cbieftft  Good.  You  lee  the 
Way  so  Happineft,  and  you  find  the  par- 
ticular Application  of  that  to  David's 
Soul,  or  of  his  Soul  to  it.  We  (halt 
{peak  a  Word  of  the  TfaingatseM;  then  of 

•the  Commendation  of  it,  then  of  the  Ap- 
flicaoonofit. 

For  tbe  Thing  kfelf,  drawing  near 
4o  God,  it  gives  us  ifome  Ground  to  take 
a  View  of  the  PoAure  in  which  Men 
are  found  by  Nature.  Jar  off  Jrom  God. 

'  Our  Condition  by  Nature,  I  cannot  fo 
fitly  exprefs,  as  in  the  Apoftle  s  Words, 
Epb.  ii.  12.  Without  Cbrift,  aliens 
from  the  Common  wealth  of  Ifraet, 
Strangers  Jrom  tbe  Covenant  of  Pro- 
tnife,  having  no  Hope,  and'  without 
God  in  tbe  World.    A  deplorable  Eftate 

*  indeed,  hopelefs  and  belplefi ;  no  Hope 
in  it,  that  is  the  Extremity  of  Mifery,  the 
Jlefufc  of  all  Conditions.  Without  Cbrift. 

.  and  without  God.  O  .»  thefe  are  Words 
of  infinite  Weight :  Without  thofe,  with- 

<eut  whom  it  is  Amply  impoffible  to  be 


hippy ;  and  without  whom  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  but  to  be   miferable,  wittout  tbe 
Fountain  of  Light,  Life  and  ConfoJaboa, 
without  which  there  is  nothing  but  pure 
Darknels,  without  any  Beam  of  Light ; 
nothing  but  Death,    without  tbe  leaf* 
breathing  of  Life  ;  nothing  but  Vexarion, 
without  the  Jeaft  Drop  of  Confoiauoh. 
In  a  Word,  without  thefe,  and  warning 
thefe,  whom  if  you  want,  it  were  good 
to  be  fpotled  of  all  Being;  to  be   no 
thing,  if  that  could  be,  or  never  to  hare 
been  any  Thing.    Men  will  feek*Death» 
and  cannot  find  it.  O !  what  a  Lois  and 
Deprivement  is  the  Lofs  of  God,  which 
makes  Death  more  defirable  than  Life  ; 
and  not  to  be  at  all,  infinitely  preferable 
to  any  Being.      Now.  it  is  true,  that 
the  bringing  in  of  Multitudes  within  the 
Pale  of  the  vifibfe  Church,  is  fome  De- 
gree of  Accefs  and  Nearnefs  to  God;  for 
then  they  become  Citizens  (as  to  exter- 
nal Right)  in  the  Common  wealth  of  the 
Church,  and  have  the  Oilers  of  tbe  Pro- 
miles  made  to  them ;  in  relpeA  of  which 
vifible  ffauxfing,  the  Apoftle  (peaks  of  the 
whole  Church  of  EpheJux.  But  rum 
ye  ore  mode  near  tobo  were  far  off. 
Ver.  1 3.  notwithflanding,  that  many  of 
them  were  found  afterwards  to  hare  left ' 
thrir  firft  Love,  Rev.  ii.    But  yet.  Be- 
loved, to  (peak  more  inwardly,  and  as 
your  Souls  ftand  in  the  Sight  of  God ; 
the  Generality  of  thofe  who  are  near 
Hand  in  outward  Ordinances,   are  yet 
far  off  from  God  in  Reality,  without 
God  and  without  Cbrift,  as  really  as 
touching  any  Soufefeding,  as  thofe  who 
are  altogether  without.    The  Bond  of 
Peace  and   Union  «was  broken  in  Para- 
dife.  Sin  difTolved  it,  and  broke  off  that 
Nearnefs  and  Friendship  with  God ;  snd 
from  that  Day  to  this  Day,  there  hath . 
been  an  infinite  Diftanot  and  Separation* 

be- 
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betwiit  God  and  Man.  The  Steps  and 
Degrees  of  it  are  many  i  there  is  Dark 
nefs  and  Blindnefs  in  Mens  Minds :  Such 
Ignorance  naturally  pofleflcth  the  Mul- 
titude, fo  that  it  wholly  alienates  them 
from  the  Life  of  God,  Epb.  iv.  18. 
For  what.  Fellowfhip  can  Light,  that 
pure  Light,  have  with  fuch  grofs  Dark- 
pefs  as  is  among  usf  This  certainly  is 
the  Removal  of  that  Sun  of  RighteouP 
nefs  from  our  Souls,  or  the  Imposition  of 
the  Clouds  of  Tranfgreffion,  that  mates 
it  fo  dark  a  Night  in  the  Souls  of  Men. 
And  then  there  is  nothing  but  Enmity  and 
defperate  Wickednefi  in  the  Heart  of 
Man,  and  this  keeps  the  ftrong  Hold  of 
the  Affcftions,  Rom.  viii.  Jer.  xvii. 
There  cannot  be  a  further  Elongation  or 
Separation  of  the  Soul  from  God,  than 
to  turn  lo  oppbfite  in  all  Inclinations  and 
Difpofitions  of  his  holy  Will :  For  the 
Distance  between  God  and  us,  is  not  lo- 
cal in  the  Point  of  Place  ;  for* whither 
.(hall  we  go  from  him  who  is  every 
wbtft?  Aa4  itafr  be »  near  Hm4  every 
one  of  us ;  but  it  is  alfo  real  in  the  De- 
formity and  Repugnancy  of  our  Natures 
to  his  holy  Will.  But  add  unto  this, 
that  being  thus  feparated  in  Afletfion, 
and  disjoined  as  it  were  in  natural  Dif- 
pofitions, we  cannot  draw  near  to  God 
in  any  Ordirtance,  as  the  Word,  Prayer, 
£$c.  Tho'  we  may,  as  that  People,  draw 
near  with  our  Lips,  and  ask  of  him  our 
Duty,  and  leem  to  delight  to  know  him; 
yet  there  is  this  natural  Incapacity  and 
Crookednefs  in  the  Heart  of  Man*  that 
it  cannot  truly  approach  unto'  the  Father 
of  Spirits,  wiib  any  Soul  Defire  and  De- 
light. But  their  Hearts  are  removed 
far  from  me,  Ifa.  vi.  9.  Mat,  iv.  12.  I 
think  Men  mjght  obferve,  that  their  Souls 
aft  not  in  religious  £u£nefj  as  they 
(hould,  but  that  they  remove  their  Souk 


many  Miles  diftant  from  their  Bodies* 
and  they  cannot  keep  any  Conftancy  in 
this  Approach  of  Prayer  to  God,  cannot 
walk  with  him  in  their  Conversation,  or 
carry  him  along  in  their  Meditation.  But 
there  is  one  Point  of  Estrangement  and 
Separation  fuperadded  to  all,  that  there 
is  no  Man  can  come  near  to  God,  witk 
out  an  Oblation  and  Offering  of  Peace; 
that  there  is  no  approaching  to  him,  bat 
as  to  a  confuming  Fire,  except  we  can 
bring  a  Sacrifice  to  appeaft,  and  a  Pre* 

'fent  to  pleafe  him  for  our  infinite  Offen- 
ces: There  the  Difference  ftands,  wo 
cannot  draw  near  to  walk  together,  till 
we  be  agreed.  And  truly,  this  unto  • 
Man  is  impoffible,  for  we  have  nothing 
fo  precious  as  the  Redemption  of  our 
Souls,  nothing  can  compenfe  infinite 
Wrongs,  or  fatisfy  infinite  JufBce.  Now, 
this  feems  to  make  our  Nearnefs  again 
defperate,  and  to  put  Men  furtheff  oflf 
from  Hope. 

Notwithstanding,  this  is  the  very  Pur* 
poitr  xjt  xnc  uurpcT,  prwcncrr  irons  tne 
beginning  of  the  World,  to  remove  that 
Diftance,  and  to  take  Impediments  of 
meeting  out  of  the  Way  ;  for  that  grea^ 
Otaftniftion,  the  want  of  a  Sacrifice, 
and  Ranfom,  the  Lord  hath  fupplied  it, 
he  himfelf  hath  fiirniftied  it :  And  it  wa* 
the  great  Defign  carried  on  from  the 
beginning  of  the  World ;  but  as  the  Sun, 

k  the  nearer  he  is,  the  more  the  Earth  is 
enlightened ;  fo  here,  firft  feme  dawn* 
ing  of  Light  appears,  as  a  Meilenger  of 
Hope,  to  tell  that  the  Redeemer  (hall 
come,  that  the  true  Sacrifice  (hall  be 
flain,  then  ftill  the  nearer  fris  own  ap- 
pearing, the  clearer  are  the  Manifeftati* 
ons  of  him,  and  (he  great  Defign  is  more 
opened  up,  till  at  length  he  breaks  out 
in  Glory  from  under  a  Cloud,  and  (hews 
himfelf  to  the  World,,  to  be  that  Lamb 
V  u  u  a  -    of 
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of  God  tbat  Jbould  take  away  tbe  Sins 
of  the  World.  And  now  as  the  Apoftle 
to  tbe  Hebrews  fpeaks,  Chap.  vii.  19. 
9%e  Law  made  nothing  perfeft,  but  tbe 
bringing  in  of  a  better  Hope  did,  by 
tbe  which  we  dram  nigb  to  God.  All 
the  Sacrifices  and  Shadows  that  were 
under  the  Law,  did  but  point  at  this  per- 
fect Ranfom  ;  and  the  Way  of  Accefi  to 
God  through  a  Mediator  was  not  fo 
clear;  but  now  the  Matter  is  made  as 
bopefbl  as  is  poflible,  the  Partition-wall 
of  the  Law's  Curfcs,  the  Hand-writting 
againft  us  is  removed  on  the  Crofs,  the 
Enmity  flain,  the  Diftance  removed  by 
die  Blood  of  tbe  Croft,  being  partly  fil- 
led up  by  his  Deftent  intd  our  Nature, 
partly  by  his  lower  Deferent  in  our  Na- 
ture to  fuffer  Death.  And  this  is  the 
fivoury  Oblation  chat  we  have  to  pre- 
fent  to  God,  and  may  have  Boldneis  to 
come  nigh  becaule  of  it.     And  when 


once  our  Accefs  is  made  by  the  Blood 
of  Jefus  ChriA,  then  we  are  called  and 
allowed  to  come  frill  nigher,  to  cleave 
and  adhere  to  him  as  our  Father,  to 
pray  unto  him,  to  walk  with  him  ;  then 
we  thould  converfe  as  Friends  and  Fa- 
miliars together,  then  draw  nigh  to  to 
Light  for  Illumination,  and  to  him  as  tbe 
Fountain  of  Life,  for  quickening,  to  place 
our  Delight  and  Defire  in  him,  to  for- 
fake  all  other  Things,  even  our  Wills 
and  Pleafures,    and  to  k>fe  them,  that 
they  may  be  found  in  his;  to  converfe 
much  in  his  Company,  *hd  be  often  in 
Communication  with  him,  and  Medita- 
tion upon  him.     This  is  the  very  DcGgn 
and  SubAance  of  tbe  Gofpel ;  it  holds 
forth  the  Way  of  making  up  the  Breach 
between  Man  and  God,  of  bringing  you 
nigh  who  are  yet  afar  off.  and  nearer 
who  are  near  hand.    Oh  Jet  us  hearken 
to  it. 


SERMON    VI. 

Prov.  xxvii.  i.  Boqft  not  ttyfclf  of  To-morrow,  for  thou 
kwmeft  not  what  a  Day  may  bring  forth. 


THERE  are fbme  peculiar  Gifts  that 
God  hath  given  to  Man  in  his 
firft  Creadon,  and  endued  his  Nature 
with,  beyond  other  living  Creatures, 
which  being  rightly  'ordered  and  impro- 
ved towards  the  right  ObjeAs,  do  ad- 
vance the  Soul  of  Man  to  a  wonder- 
ful Height  of  Happinefs,  that  no  other 
AUdbary  Creature  11  capable  of.    But 


by  Reafon  of  Man  s  Fall  into  Sin,  thefe 
are  quite  diibrderedL  and  turned  out  of 
the  right  Channel ;  and  therefore,  as  the 
right  Improvement  of  them  would  make 
Man  happy,  fo  the  wrong  Imployment 
of  them  loadens  him  with  more  real 
Mifery,  than  any  other  Creature :  I  mean, 
God  hath  given  to  Man  two  notable 
Capacities,  beyood  other  Things;  one 

is. 
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is,  to  know  aud  refleft  upon  himfelf, 
and  co  confider  what  Conveniency  is  in 
any  Thing  towards  himfelf;  what  Good- 
nefs  or   Advantage  redounds  to  himfelf 
from  them,  and  in  that  Reflection  and 
Comparifon   to  enjoy    what  he  hath; 
another  is  to  look  forward  beyond  the 
prefent  Time,  and,  as  it  were,  to  antici- 
pate and  prevent  the  flow  Motions  of 
Time,  by  a  Kind  of  Forefight  and  Pro- 
vidence.   In  a  Word,  he  is  a  Creature 
framed  unto  more  Understanding  than 
others,  and  fo  capable  of  more  Joy  in 
prefent  Things,  and  more  Forefight  of 
the  Time  to  come  ;  he  is  made  mortal, 
yet  with  an  immortal  Spirit,  of  an  im- 
mortal Capacity,  that  hath  its  Eye  upon 
the   Morrow,    upon  Eternity.      Now, 
herein  confifls  either  Man's  Happinefi 
or  Mifery,  how  he  reflects  upon  himfelf. 
and  what  he  choofeth  for  the  Matter  of 
his  Joy  and  donation,  and  what  Pro- 
vidence he  bath  for  the  Time  to  come. 
If  thole  be  rightly  ordered,  all  is  Well; 
but  if  not,  then  Wo  unto  him,  there  is 
more  Hope  of  a  Beaft  than  of  Urn. 

Man's  Nature  inclines  to  boafting,  to 
glorying  in  Something,  and  this  arifetb 
from  fome  apprehended  EiceUency  or 
Advantage,  and  A  is  originated  in  the 
underftanding  Power  of  Man,  which  is 
far  above  Bcafts:  Beafts  find  the  Things 
themfelves,  but  they  do  not,  they  cannot 
refleft  upon  their  own  Enjoyment  of 
them,  and  therefore  they  are  not  capable 
offiich  Pleafure;  for  the  more  diffinA 
Knowledge  of  Things  in  Relation  to 
ourfelves,  the  more  Delight  enfueth  upon 
it.  Many  Creatures  have  fingular  Qua- 
"  lities  and  Vermes,  but  they  are  nothing 
the  happier ;  for  they  know  -them  not, 
and  hare  no  Ufe  of  them,  but  are  wholly 
deftiaated  to  the  Ufe  of  Man,  who  there- 
fore is  only  (aid  to  enjoy  them,  becaufe 


he  only  is  capable  of  Joy  from  them* 
And  this,  I  fuppofe,  may  give  us  a  Hint 
at  the  abfolute  incomprehensible  BleOed- 
nels,   Self  complacency   and   Delight  of 
God  ;  it  cannot  but  be   immeafurably 
great,    feeing  the  Knowledge  of  himfelf 
and  all  Creatures  is  infinite ;   he  compre- 
hends all  his  own  Poyver  and  Virtue  and 
Goodnefi,  and  therefore  his  Delight  and 
Rejoicing  is  anfwerable.     There  is  a 
Glorying  and  Boafting  then  that  is  Good, 
which  Man  is  naturally  framed  unto  ; 
And  this  is  that  which  David  eaprefles, 
Pfal.  xxxiv.  a.  My  Soul  Jball  make  ber 
bqaft  in  God ;  and  Pfal.  xlviii  g.    In 
God  we  boaft  all  tbe  Day  long,  and 
pratfe  tbj  Name  for  ever.    When  the 
Soul  apprehends  that  AH-fufficiency,  and 
Self-fuffirient  Fulnefs  of  God  ;  what  in- 
finite Treafures  of  Goodneft,  and  WiP 
dom  and  Power  are  in  him,  and  fo  how 
futtaUe  and  convenient  he  is  to  the  Con* 
dition  of  the  Soul ;  what  a  fweet  Cor- 
refpondence  there  is  between  his  Fulnels 
and  our  Emptinefs,   his  Mercy  and  our 
Mifery,    his  Infinitenefs  and  our  Un- 
fuitabteneis  ;  that  there  is  in  him  to  fill 
and  overflow  the  Soul ;    The  Apprehea* 
fion  of  this,  cannot  but  in  a  Manner 
perfume  the  Soul  with   Delight.     You 
find  how  the  Senfes  are  refrelhed,  when 
they  meet  with  their  fuitable  Objed ; 
how  a  pleafint  Smell  refrelheth  tbe  Sent; 
how  lively  and  beautiful  Colours  are  de- 
lightful to  the  Eye.    But  much  more 
here,  God  is  the  proportioned  Objeft  of 
the  immortal  Spirit,  he  correfponds  to 
ail  its  Capacities,  and  fills  it  with  uncon- 
ceivable Sweetnefi.    But,  my  Beloved, 
Boafting  and  Glorying  in  Urn,  arijfeth 
not  only  from   tbe    ProportbnableneTs 
and  Conveniency  of  him  to  our  Spirits1; 
but  this  muft  be  fuperadded,  Propriety  in 
tun.    Things  are  loved*  becaufe  eiceN 
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lent,  in  themfelve*  or  becaufc  they  are 
our  own :  But  we  boaft  m  nothing,  we 
glory  in  nothing,  but  becaufe  it  is  both 
excellent  in  itfelf,  and  ours  befides.  It 
Is  the  apprehended  Intereft  in  any  Thing, 
nries  the  Soul  rife  and  lift  up  itfelf  after 
this  Manner,  to  have  fuch  a  One  to  be 
ours,  fuch  a  Lord  to  be  our  God,  one 
fo  high  and  fubiime.  one  fo  univerfally 
lull  to  be  made  over  to  thee ;  here  is 
the  immediate  Rife  of  the  Soul's  do- 
nation. And  truly,  as  there  is  nothing 
can  be  fo  fuitable  a  Portion,  fo  there  is 
nothing  that  can  be  fo  truly  made  ours 
as  God ;  of  all  Things  a  Believer  hath, 
there  is  nothing  fo  much  his  own  as  God, 
nothing  fo  indiflblubly  tied  unto  him, 
nothing  lb  infeparably  joined.  See  Pauls 
Triumph  upon  the  Account,  Rom.  viii. 
Nothing  can  truly  be  faid  to  be  the  Sogl'i 
own,  but  that  which  is  not  only  co- 
ctaneous  with  it,  that  furvives  Mortali- 
ty, and  the  Changes  of  the  Body,  but 
hkewife  is  infeparable  from  it.  What  a 
poor  empty  Sound  is  all  that  can  be 
Ipoken  of  him,  till  your  Souls  be  once 
poflefled  of  him?  It  cannot  make  your 
Hearts  leap  within  you,  but  it  cannot 
but  eidte  and  ftir  up  a  Believer's  Heart. 
Now  there  may  be  a  lawful  Kind  of 
donation,  rejoicing  in  the  Works  of 
God,  confequent  to  the  firft,  which  is  a 
little  Stream  from  that  greater  River 
which  runs  out  from  it,  and  flows  in  to 
it  again.  A  Soul  that  truly  apprehends 
God,  will  take  Delight  to  view  the 
Works  of  God,  which  make  fuch  an  Ex- 
preffion  of  him,  and  are  a  Fart  of  the 
Magnificence  of  our  heavenly  Father: 
But  this  is  all  in  Reference  to  him  and 
not  io  ourfeives,  for  then  ^t  degenerates 
and  lofeth  its  Sweetnefs,  when  once  it 
turns  the  Channel  towards  the  adorning 
of  the  Creature.    True  BoaOiag  in  God, 


hath    neceflarily   conjoined  with   ft,  an 
humble  and  low  Efteem  of  a  Mans  fell, 
Pfal.  xxxiv.  2.   the  bumble  Jball  bear 
thereof,    and  be  glad.     As  Humility 
and  Self-emptlnefs  made  David  go  out 
of  himfelf,  to  leek  Satisfaction  in  God  ; 
and  having  found  it,  he  Boafts  and  Tri- 
umphs, fo  there  were  none  capable  of 
underftanding  his  Triumph,  or  partaking 
with  him  in  his  Delights,  but  the  humble 
Souli.     Now  you  may  perceive,  how 
far  this  Boafting  here  fpoken  of,  is  de- 
generated from  that,   and  fo  how  far 
Man's  Nature  is  fpoiled*  Boaft  not  tby- 
Jeff,  &c.    The  true  Boafting  we  were 
created  umo,  hath  a  fufficient  Foundati- 
on, eren  fuch  as  will  bear  the  Weight 
of   Triumph  ;    but   that  which  Men* 
Spirits  are  now  naturally  fet  upon,  can- 
not carry,  cannot  found  fuch  Gloriation, 
and  therefore  this  Boafting  makes  Men 
rediculous.     If  you  faw  a  Man  Glorying 
in  Rap,  fetting  fotth  himfelf  fo  be  ad- 
mired in  them,  or  Boafting  in  feme  rain 
despicable  and  bafe  Thing,  you  would 
pity  him,  or  laugh  at  him  as  one  diftem- 
pered.  The  Truth  is,  the  natural  Man  is 
mad,  hath  loft  his  Judgment,  and  rs  un« 
der  the  greateft  Diftraftioflr  imaginable 
fince  the  Fall :  That  Fall  harh  troubled 
his  Brains,  and  they  are  never  fettled,  till 
the  new  Creation  come  to  put  all  right 
again,  and  compofe  the  Heart  of  Man. 
I  fay,  all  other  OtftraAions  are  but  par- 
ticular, in  refpeft  to  particular  Things : 
But  there  is  a  general  DiftraAion  orer 
all  Mankind,  in  Reference  to  Things  of 
nioft  general  and  moft  eternal  Concern- 
ment.    Now,  Pools  and  mad  Perlbns, 
they  retain  the  fame  Affetf  ions  and  Paflh 
ons  that  arrin  Men,  as  Anger,  Love,  Hat- 
red, Grief,  Joy,  &t.  but  it  \$  fo  much 
the  worfe,  fince  the  Judgment,  which  i* 
the  only  DireAre  and  Guide  of  thsm9  is 
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troubled :  Now  they  are  fet  on  wrong 
ObjeAs,  they  run  at  Random,  and  are 
under  no  Rind  of  Rule,  and  fo  they 
hurry  the  poor  Man,  and  put  him  in  a 
pitiful  Cafe.     Now  indeed  fo  it  is  with 
us,  fiuce  Sin  entered,  the  Soul  is  wholly 
turned  off  God,  the  only  true  ObjeA  of 
Delight,    in  which    only    there  can  be 
folid  Gloriation.    The   Mind   of  Man 
is  blinded,  and  his  Paflions  are  ftrong, 
and  fo  they  are  now  fpent  upon  empty 
Vanities,  and  carried  Head-long  without 
Judgment.    Oftentimes  he  glories  in  that 
which  is  his  Shame,  and  boafts  in  that 
which  is  his  Sin,  and  which  will  caufe 
nothing  but  Shame,  the  more  Weight  be 
laid  upon  it.    There  is  in  Man  an  Obli- 
vion and  Forgetfiilnefs  of  God,  and  in 
riiisDarknefs  of  the  Ignorance  of  God, 
every  Thing  is  apprehended  or  mifappre- 
(tended  as  prefent  Senfe  fuggefts,  and  as 
it  fancies  a  Conveniency  or  Excellency  ; 
thither  the  Soul  is  carried  as  if  it  were 
fomething,  and  then  h  is  but  the  Eaft 
Wind.    There  is  nothing  befide  God 
that  is  a  fit  Matter  of  fioaffing,  becaufe 
h  lacks  one  of  the  eflential  Ingredients ; 
cither  it  is  not  fuitabfe  to  the  Soul,  or  it 
is  not  truly  our  own ;  there  wants  ejther 
proportion  to    the   vaft   Capacity   and 
Void  of  our  Defires*  and  fo  cannot  fill 
up  that  really,  but  only  in  a  deluding 
%  Dream  or  Imagination,  and  therefore  will 
certainly  make  the  Iflue  rather  Vexation 
than  Gloriation,  or  there  wants  Property 
and  Intereft   in*   them,;     for  they  are 
changeable  and  perilhing  in   their  own 
Nature,   and    by   divine   Appointment, 
that  they  cannot  be  conceived  to  be  the 
proper  Good   of  the   immortal  Soul; 
they  cannot  be  truly  our  own,  becaufe 
they  will  (hortly  ceafe  to  be,  and  before 
they  ceafe  to  be,  they  may  in  a  Moment 
ceafe  to  be  ourst  TbatTV  of  Intereft  is 


a  Draw-knot,  whatfoever  catcheth  hold 
of  the  End  of  it,  loofeth  it. 

The  Qbjeft  of  degenerate  and  vitiout 
Boafhng  is  here  Jield  out:  Btaft  not 
tbyreff.  or  oj  tbrfelf.  Whatfoever  be 
the  immediate  Matter  of  it,  this  is  always 
the  ultimate  and  principal  Object.  Since 
Man  fell  from  God,  felf  is  the  Center  of 
all  his  AffeAions  and  Motions :  This  is 
the  great  Idol,  the  Diana,  that  the  Heart 
worfhips,  and  all  the  Contention,  Labour. 
Clamour,  and  Care  that  is  among  Men* 
is  about  her  Silver  Shrines,  fo  to  fpeak, 
fomething  relating  to  the  adorning  or  fet* 
ting  forth  this  Idol.  It  is  true*  fince  the 
Heart  is  turned  from  that  direA  Suborcfr 
nation  to  God,  the  AffeAions  are  fatten- 
ed and  parted  into  infinite  Channels,  aad 
run  towards  innumerable  ObjeAs,  for 
the  Want  of  that  original  Unity,  which 
comprehends  in  ks  Bofom  univerfal  Plen- 
ty, mnft  needs  breed  infinite  Variety,  to 
fupply  the  infatiable  Appetueof  the  Soul. 
And  this  might  be  enough  to  convince 
you,  that  your  Souls  are  quite  out  of 
Courfe,  and  altogether  wandefrd  from 
the  Way  of  Happinefs,  becaufe  d*ey  are 
poured  out  on  fuch  a  Multiplicity  of  un- 
fafficient,  unfatisfying  Things,  every  one 
uf  which  is  narfbw,  limited  and  empty, 
and  the  Combination  and'  Concurrence 
of  all,  being  a  Thing  either  impoflible 
or  improbable  to  be  attained.  But  we 
may  conceive,  that  Men's  AffeAions 
part  tbemfelyes  into  three  great  Heads  of 
created  Things:  One  of  which  runs  to- 
wards the  Goods  or  Perfusions  of  the 
Mind;  another  towards  the  Goods  or 
Advantages  of  the  Body;  and  a  Third 
towards  thole  Things  that  are  without 
us,  bona  fortuna,  Riches  and  Honour, 
Qr.  Now  each  of  theft  fifed  out  many 
Streams  and  Rivulets  as  fo  many  Bran- 
ches from  it;  but  aU  of  them,  tfao'  the/ 
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feem  to  have  a  direct  Courfe  towards  o- 
ther  Things,  yet  they  wind  about  and 
make  a  circular  Progrefs  to  the  great  O- 
cean  of  Self  e(timation%  whence  they  if- 
fued  at  firft.    You  may  find  all  of  thofe. 
Jer  ta.  23.  falling  under  a  divine  Inter- 
diction' and  Curfe,  as  being  oppofire  to 
glorying  fa   God.    While  Men  refleft 
within  themfelves,  and  behold  fome  In- 
duements  and  Abilities  in  their  Minds  be- 
yond other  Men,  of  which  WifiJom  is 
the  Principal,  and  here  (lands  for  all  in- 
ward Advantages  or  Qualifications  of  the 
Soul :  In  that  fecret  Reflection  and  Com- 
panion, there  is  a  tacite  donation,  which 
yet  is  a  loud  Blafphemy  in  God's  Ears. 
It  is  impoflible  almoft  for  a  Man  to  re- 
cognofce  and  review  his  own  Parts,  fuch 
as   Engine,    Memory,.   Understanding, 
Sharpnefs  of  Wit,  Readineft  of  Expreffi- 
on.  Goodness  and  Gentlends  of  Nature, 
but  that  in  fuch  a  Review,  the  Soul  muft 
be  puft  up,  apprehending  fome  Excellen- 
cy beyond  other  Men,  and  taking  Com- 
flacency  in  it,  which  are  the  two  A&s 
of  Robbery  that  are  in  donation  and 
Boailing.  Commonly  this  ariies  from  un- 
equal Comparifons  ;  we  pleafc  ourfelves 
that  we  are  det erior thus  me  Hare  s,  better 
than  the  worft,  and  build  Self-eftimati- 
•n  upon  the  Ruins  of  other  Men's  Dif- 
advantages,  as  if  it  were  any  Point  of 
Praife  in  us  that  they  are  worfe;  like 
Men  that  ftand  upon  a  Height,  and  mea- 
sure their  own  Altitude,  not  from  their 
juft  intrinfick  Quantity,  but  taking  the 
Advantage  of  the  Bottom,  whereby  we 
deceive  our  own  felves.    I  remember  a 
Word  of  Solomon's*  that  imports  how 
dangerous  a  Thing  it  is  for  a  Man  to 
tefleft  upon,  or  fearch  into  his  own  Glo- 
ry, Prov.  xxv.  27.    It  is  not  good  to 
eat  much    Honey :    So  for  Men  to 
Search  their  wvon  Gbry$  is  not  Glory. 


To  forfeit  in  the  Excels  of  Honey  or 
fweet  Things,   drives  to   Vomit,     and 
cloys  the  Stomach,  Per.  16.     Tho'  it 
be  fweet,  there  is  great  need,  yea,  the 
more  need  of  Caution  and  Moderation 
about  it ;  fo,  for  a  Man  either  to  /earch 
into  bis  own  Breaft,  and  refleft  upon  H% 
own  Excellencies,  to  find  Matter  of  dona- 
tio n.or  ftudioufly  to  aflfeft  it  among  others, 
and  enquire  into  other  Men's  Account 
and  Efteem  of  him,  it  is  no  Glory,  it 
is  a  dangerous  and  Aiamefo)  Polly.    Now 
this*  is  not  only  incident  to  natural  Spirits, 
upon  their   Confideration  of  their  own 
Advantages,  but  even  to  the  moft  graci? 
ous,  upon  the  Review  of  fpiritual  En- 
duements  and  Prerogatives :  It  is  fucb  a 
fubrile  and  infiouatingPoifon,  that  it  fpreads 
univerlaUy,  and  infefts  the  moft  precious 
Ointments  of  the  Soul,  and,  as  it  were. 
poifons  the  very  Antidote  and  Counter- 
potfbn ;  fo  forcible  is  this  that  was  firft 
dropped  into  Man's  Nature  by  Satan's 
Envy,  that  k  difiufcs  itfelf  even  into  Hu- 
mility, and  Humiliation  itfelf,  and  makes 
a  Man  proud  because  of  Humility.  The 
Apoftle  found  need  10  caveat  this,  Rom. 
xi.  18,  19,  20.    Boaft  mt,  be  not  high 
minded,  but  fear,   thou  fiandift  by 
Faith.    And  Chap.  xii.  16.    Mind  not 
high  Things',  be  not  wife  in  your  own 
Conceit/.    And  1  Cor.  viii.  9.    If  any 
Man  think  that  be  knoweth  any  Thing, 
he  knoweth  nothing  as  he  ought  to  know.  • 
All  which  gives  us  a  plain  Demonstration 
of  this,  that  Self-gk>riation  and  Compla- 
cency, in  Reflection  upon  ourfelves,  Is 
both  the  greateft  Ignorance,  and  thewori! 
Sacrilege*    It  is  an  Argument  of  greater 
Ignorance  for  a  Man  to  think  he  knows; 
than  not  to  know  indeed:  It  is  the  woril 
and  moft  dangerous  Ignorance,  to  have 
fuch  an  Opinion  of  our  Knowledge,  Gifts, 
and  Graces;  for  Ait  puffs  up/  fweiu 
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with  empty  Wind,    and  makes  a  vain 
Tumor:  And  then  it  is  great  'Sacrilege, 
a  robbing  of  the  Honour  that  is  due  to 
God.    For  what  baft  thou  that  thou  haft 
not  received.    That  appropriating  *of 
thefe  Things  to  ourfclves  as  ours,  is  an 
impropriating  of  them   (torn  their  right 
Owner,  that  is,  God,  i  Qor.  iv.  7.  For 
if  thou  did  apprehend  that  thou  received 
it,  where  then  is  glorying?  I  would  de- 
fire  then,  that  whenever  you  happen  to 
reflect  upon  yourfelves,  and  obferve  any 
Advantage  either  natural  or  Spiritual  in 
yourfelves,  that  you  may  think  this  Word 
founds  from  Heaven,  Let  him  that  gfo 
rietb  glory  in  the  Lord.    Let  not  the 
wife  Man  glory  inhis  Wifdom  \  and  fo 
not. the  learned  Man  in  his  Learning,  nor 
the  eloquent  Man  in  his  Speaking,  nor 
the  ingenious  Man  in  his  Quicknefs.  nor 
the  good  Man  in  hisGoodnefs :  All  th;fe 
Things,  tho*  fweet,  yet  will  forfeit ;  do- 
nation in  them  is  neither  Glory  nor  Gain, 
neither  honourable  nor  profitable. 

Then,  the  Stream  of  Gloriation  flows 
in  the  Channel  of  bodily  Qifts,  as  Might,' 
Strength  of  Body,  Beauty  and  ComeJinefs 
of  Parts,  and  other  fuch  Endowments ; 
which,  betides  that  it  is  as  irrational  as 
the  former  in  a  facriiegious  Impropriation 
of  the  mod  free  and  arbitrary  Gifts  cf 
God  to  ourfelves,  it  is  withal  abfiird,  in 
that  it  is  not  fo  truly  ourfelves:  Thefe 
bodily  Ornaments  and  Endowments  do 
not  perfect  or  better  a  Man  as  a  Man. 
They  are  but  the  alterable  Qualities  of  the 
Veflel  or  Tabernacle  of  a  Man,  in  which 
other  bafer  Creatures  may  far  excel 
him.  How  many  comely  and  beautif.il 
Souls  are  lodged  within  obfeure  and  ugly 
Cottages  of  Bodies  of  Clay,  which  will 
be  taken  down  ?  And  the  great  Advantage 
is,  that  the  Soul  of  a  Man,  which  is  a 
Man,  cannot  be  defiled  from  without* 


that  is,  from  the  Body,  tho'  never  (b 
loathfome  or  deformed ;  the  vileft  Body 
cannot  mar  the  Soul's  Beauty.  But  then,, 
on  the  other  Hand,  the  moll  beautiful 
Body  is  defiled  and  deformed  by  the  Fil~ 
thinefs  of  Sin  in  the  Soul:  And  O !  how 
many  deformed   and  ugly  Souls  dwell 
into  beautiful  and  comely  Bodies,  which 
truly  is  no  other  Thing  than  a  Devil  in 
an  Image  well  carved  and  painted.   Chri- 
ftian$,  you  bad  need  to  correft  this  with-* 
ia  yfej,  even  a  Self-complacency,  joined 
with  defpifmg  of  others  in  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  thefe  external  Gifts  God  hath 
given  you.    What  an  abominable  Thing 
is  it  to  caft  up  in  Reproach,  or  in  your 
Hearts  to  defpife  any  other  for  natural 
Imperfections,  fuch  as  Blindnefs,  Lame* 
nefs.  Deformity,  or  fuch  like?     Let  that 
Word  found  always  in  your  Ears,  Who 
made   thee  to  differ, from    another? 
Boaft  not  thyfelf,  &c.    But  there  is  at 
(hong  a  Stream  runs  in  the  third  Chan- 
nel as  in  any ;   Gloriation  'arifing  from 
thefe  outward  and  extrinfick  Differences 
that  the  Providence  of  God  makes  among 
Men,   fuch   as  Riches,  Honour,  Gain, 
St.    You  find  fuch  Men.  Pfa/.  xlix.  6. 
Prov.  xviii.  11,  and  x.  15.  That  which 
a  godly  Man  makes  the  Name  of  the 
Lord,  that  is,  the  Ground  and.  Foundati- 
on of  his  Confidence  for  prefent  and  fu- 
ture Times,  that  the  moft  Part  of  Men 
make  their  Riches,  that  is,  their  tfrong 
City,  and  their  high  Wall,  their  Hope 
and    Expectation  is   repofed   within  ir. 
This  is  the  Tower,  or  Wall  of  Defence 
againft  the  Injuries  and  Calamities  of  the 
Times,   which  mod  Part  of  Men   are 
building,    and    if  it    go  up  quickly,   if. 
they  can  get  thefe  feveral  Stones  or  Pieces 
of  Gain  (craped  together  into  a  Heap, 
they  ftrrightway  imagine  themfelves  fafe, 
as  under  a  high  Wail :  But  there  is  no 
X  x  x  Truth 
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Truth  in  it,  it  is  all  but  in  their  Imagi- 
nation ;  and  therefore   it   comes  ofien 
down    abjut   their   Ears,     and  offends 
them,  inftjad  of  being  a  Defence.    Let  a 
Man  creep,  as  .  it  were,  from   off  the 
Ground  where  the    Poor   \y,    and  get 
fome  Advantage  of  Ground  above  them, 
or  be  exalted  to  fome  Dignity  or  Office, 
and  lb  fet  by  the  Shoulders  higher  thin 
ihe  reft  of  the  People,  or  yet  grow  in 
fome  more  Abundance  of  the  Thing  of 
this  Life ;  and  ftrange  it  is,  what  a  Vani- 
ty or  Tumour  or  Mind  in  ft  ant  ly  follows : 
He  prefently  thinks  himfelf  Somebody, 
and  forgetting  either  who  is  above  him, 
_so  whom  all  are  Worms  creeping  and 
"crawling  on  the   Footftool;  or  what  a 
fandy  Foundation  he  Jftands  upon  him- 
felf: He  begins  to  take  fome  fecret Com- 
placency ra  himfelf,  and  to  look  down 
upon  others  below  him :  He  applauds,  as 
it  were,  unto  himfelf,  and  takes  it  in 
evil  Part  to  want  the  Approbation' and 
Haudite  of  others:  Then  he  cannot  £> 
well  endure  Effironts  and  Injuries  as 
before ;  he  is  pot  fo  meek  and  conde- 
fcending  to  his  Equals  or  Inferiors.  While 
be  was  Poor  he  ufed  Inrreaties,  but  now 
be  anfwers  roughly,  Prov.  xviii.  21.  as 
Solomon  gives  the  Chara&er  of  him.  How 
many  vain  and  empty   donations  are 
there  about  the  Point  of  Birth  and  Place, 
and  what  foolifh  Contentions  about  thefe, 
as  if  it  were  Children  ftruggling  among 
themfelves  about  the  Order  and  Rank. 
There  is  no  Worth  in  thefe  Things,  but 
what  Fancy  and  Cuftom  impofe  upon 
them ;  and  yet  poor  Creatures  boaft  in 
thefe  empty  Jlting**     The  Gentlemen 
Afpife  Citizens,  the  Citizens  contemn  the 
poor  Country-men,  and  yet  their  Bloods 
in  a  Bafon  have  no  different  Colours,  for 
all  this  hot  Contention  about  Blood  and 
Birth.    Boaft  not  of  tbyfelf.    Nay,  to 


fpeak  properly,  this  is  not  thyfclf.  Qm 
genus  laudat  fuum,  afiena  ja&at. 
Such  Parents,  and  fuch  a  Houfe  is  nothing 
of  thy  own ;  thefe  are  meer  extrinfick 
Things,  which  are  neither  an  Honour  to 
unworthy  Men,  nor  a  Difgrace  to  one 
who  is  worthy. 

You  fee,  Beloved  in  the  Lord,  what  is 
now  the  natural  Pofture  or  IncHnadoo  of 
our  Souls  in  this  degenerate  and.  fallen 
Effete ;  as  the  Rivers  of  Paradife  have 
changed  their  Channels  and  Coorfe  fince 
the  Fall,  fo  bath  Man's  Affections,  and 
fo  hath  his  donation  ;  fo  that  it  tmy  be 
truly  faid,  that  our  Glory  is  our  Shame 
and  not  our  Glory.    Many  glory  in  Ini- 
quity and  Sin,  PfaL  x.  3.  and  xeiv.  4. 
but  that  fhall  undoubtedly  be  their  Shame 
and  Confufion  before  Men  and  Angels. 
How  many  godlefs  Perfons  will  glory  in 
fwearing  hainous  and  deep  Oaths,  and 
.fome  have  contended  about  the  Vldory 
in  it  ?  You  account  it  a  Point  of  Gallan- 
try ;  but  this  Triumph  is  hke  the  Devils 
in  Hell  upon  the  devouring  of  Souls. 
Some  boaft  of  drinking,  and  being  able 
to  drink  others  under  the  Table:  But 
we  fhould  be  humbled  and  mourn  for 
fuch  Abominations.    Certain  1  am,  that 
many  boaft  of  wicked  Defigns,  and  ma- 
licious Projects  againft  their  Neighbours ; 
If  they  can  accomplilh  them  :  They  -ac- 
count their  Glory  not  to  take  a  Wrong 
without  giving  a  greater,  nor  to  fuffer  an 
evil  Word,  without  twenty  worfe  in.Re- 
compence.    Alas,  this  Boafting  will  one 
Day  be  turned  into  Gnafhing  of  Teeth, 
and  this  donation  into  that  gnawing  and 
ever-tormenting  Worm  of  Conscience. 
And  what  will  ye  do  in  the  Day  of 
that  rifitation?  And  where  Jball  be  your 
Glory  *  But  the  mod  Part  glory  and  boaft 
in  Things  that  profit  not,   and  will  be- 
come their  Shame*  becaufe  they  glory  in 

(hem. 


upon  PrQv.  xxvii.  i. 


5^3 


them,  that  is,  thefc  Gifts  of  God,  outward 
or  inward,  temporal  or  fpiritual,  wherein 
there  is  any  Advancement  above  others ; 
unto  whom  1  would  ferioufly  commend 
this  Sentence  to  be  pondered  duly,  Boaft 
not  of  tbjfelf.  Whatsoever  thou  art, 
or  whatf<?ever  thou  haft,  boaft  not  of 
thyfelf  for  it,  think  not  much  of  thyfelf 
becaufe  of  it  Tho'  there  be  a  Difference 
in  God's  Donation,  yet  let  there  be  none 
in  thy  Seifeftimation.  Hath  thou  more 
Wifdom  and  Pregnancy  of  Wit,  or  more 
Learning  than  another  ?  Think  not  more 
of  thy  felf  for  that,  than  thou  thinkeft  of 
the  Jgnoram  and  Unlearned  who  want 
it.  Have  <<hat  fame  Refteftion  upon  thine 
own  Unworthineft,  that  thou  would 
think  reasonable -^  another  that  wants  thefe 
-Endowments  (hould  have,  b  there  a 
greater  Meafure  of  Grace  in  thee,  boaft 
tot,  reckon  of  thyfelf  is  abftrafted  and 
denuded  of  that :  And  let  it  not  add  to 
thy  Value  or  Account  it  thyfelfc  put  not 
in  that  to  make  it  Down-weight,  and  to 
make  thee  prefer  thyfelf  fecretly  to  a- 
nother.  Whether  it  be  fome  larger 
Fortune  in  the  World,  or  fome  higher 
Place  and  Station  among  Men,  or  fome 


Abilities  and  Perfections  of  Body  or 
Mind,  which  may  entice  thee  fecretly 
to  kifs  thy  Hand,  and  bow  down  to  thy  • 
felf;  yet  remember  that  thou  boaft  not, 
glory  not  in  any  Thing  but  in  the  Lord  : 
Let  nothing  of  that  Kind  conciliate  more 
Afredtion  to  thyfelf,  or  more  Contempt 
toward  others.  Let  not  any  Thing  of 
that  Kind  be  the.  Rule  of  thy  feltjudging, 
but  rather  entertain  the  View  of  the  other 
Side  of  thyfelf,  that  is  the  worft,  and  keep 
that  moft  in  thy  Eye,  that  thou  may  only 
glory  in  God.  If  thou  be  a  Gentleman, 
labour  to  be  as  humble  in  i^ean  as  thou 
thinkeft  a  Country  Man  or  poor  Tenant 
(hould  be:  If  thou  be  a  Scholar,  be  as 
low  in  thy  own  Sight  as  the  Unlearned 
(hould  be  ;  if  rich,  count  not  thyfelf  any 
whit  better  than  the  Poor :  Yea,  the  high* 
er  God  fet  thee  in  Place  or  Parts,  the 
lower  thou  ought  to  fet  thyfelf.  Boafi 
not  of  tbrfelf,  for  any  Thing  in  thyfelf 
or  belonging  to  thyfelf;  for  the  Property 
of  all  Good  is  taken  from  us  fioce  the 
Fall,  and  it  is  fallen  in  God's  Hand  fmce 
we  forfeited  it,  and  there  is  nothing  now 
properly  ours  but  Evil,  that  is  our- 
felf. 


SERMON    VII. 


Pfov.  xxvii.  i.  Boaft  not  thyfelf  of  To-morrow,  for  thou 
knowcft  not  what  a  Day  may  'bring  forth. 


AS  Man  is  naturally  giren  to  Boafting 
and  Gloriation  in  fomething  (for 
the  Heart  cannot  want  fome  Objeft  to 
reft  upon  and  take  CoiDpUceacy  into, 


it  is  framed  with  fuch  a  Capacity  of 
employing  other  Things,)  fo  there  is  a 
ftrong  Inclination  in  Man  towards  the 
Time  to  come,    he- bath  an  immortal 
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Appetite,  and  an  Appetite  of  Immortali- 
ty i  and  therefore  his  Defires  ufualiy 
ftretch  farther  than  the  prefent  Hour- 
And  the  more  Knowledge  he  hath  above 
other  Creatures,  thr  more  Providence  he 
hath  and  Forefight  of  the  Time  to  come. 
And  fo  he  often  anticipates  future  Things 
by  prefent  Joy  and  Rejoicing  in  them, 
as  he  accelerates  in  a  Manner  by  his 
earneft  DeQres  and  Endeavours  after 
them.  Now,  if  the  Soul  of  Man  were  in 
the  primitive  Integrity,  and  had  as  clear 
•nd  piercing  an  Eye  erf  Undemanding 
as  once  it  hid,  this  Providence  of  the 
Soul  would  reach  to  the  furtheft  Period 
in  Time,  that  is,  to  Eternity,  which  is 
the  only  juft  Meafure  of  the  Endurance 
of  any  immortal  Spirit.  But  fince  the 
Eye  of  Mans  Undemanding  is  Darknefs, 
and  his  Soul  difordered,  he  cannot  fee  a- 
far  off,  nor  fo  clearly  by  far.  He  is 
now,  as  you  fay.  Sand-blind,  can  fee 
nothing  at  Rich  a  Diftance  as  beyond  the 
Bounds  of  Time,  can  fte  nothing  but  at 
Hand,  To-morrow ;  this  is  the  narrow 
Sphere  of  poor  Man's  Comprehension : 
All  he  can  attain  unto  is  to  be  provident 
for  the  prefent  Time :  I  call  it  all  pre- 
fent, even  that  which  is  to  come  of  our 
Time,  becaufe,  in  Regard  of  Eternity  it 
h*th  no  Parts,  it  hath  no  Flux  or  Succef- 
fion,  it  is  fo  foon  cut  off  as  a  Moment, 
as  the  Twinkling  of  an  Eye ;  and  fo,  tho' 
a  Man  could  fee  the  End  of  it,  it  is  but 
a  fhort  and  dim  Sight,  it  ft  as  if  a  Man 
cou'J  only  behold  that  which  is  almort 
contiguous  with  his  Eye.  Thefe  then 
are  the  r\vo  great  Ruins  and  Decays  of 
the  Nature  of  Man:  He  is  degenerated 
from  God  to  created  Things,  and  feeks 
h;.i  Jcy  s:^i  Reft  in  them,  in  which  there 
is  nothing  but  the  contrary,  that  is,  Vexa- 
tion. And  then  he  is  fallen  from  Appre- 
l»*n;kn  cS  Eternity*  and  the  poor  Soul  is 
unified  iviihin  the  narrow  Bounds  of 


Time:  So  that  now  all  his  Proridence 
is  to  lay  up  fonte  periihing  Things  for 
fome  few  Revolutions  of  the  Sun,  for 
fome  few  Morrows,  after  which,  tho" 
an  endlefs  Morrow  enfue,  yet  he  per- 
ceives it  not,  and  provides  not  for  k  ;  * 
and  a!I  his  glorying  and  boaftug  is  only 
upon  fome  prefumpiuous  Confidence  aftd 
ungrounded  Afliirance  of  the  Stability  of 
theie  Things  for  the  Time  to  come. 
which  the  wife  Man  finding  much  Folly 
in,  he  leaves  us  this  Counfel,  Boaft  not 
tkyfelf  of  Tomorrow,  with  a  moft  pun- 
gent Reafon,  taken  partly  from  the  In* 
(lability  and  Incooftancy  of  all  these 
outward  Things,  in  which  Men  fancy  an 
Eternity  of  Joy,  and  partly  from  the  fg. 
norance  we  have  of  the  future  Events, 
For  thou  knoweft  not  what  a  Day  may*, 
bring  forth. 

This  Boafting  is  an  Evil  fo  predominant 
among  Men,  that  1  know  not  any  more 
univerfal  in  its  Dominion,  or  more  hurtful 
to  us,  or  difpleafing  to  God.  If  ir  could  be 
fj  emboweled  unto  you,  n  that  you  might 
truly  difcern  the  many  monftrousGoncepti- 
ons  of  Atheifm  and  Irreligion  that  are  in  it* 
it  were  worth  the  while:  But  1  (hall  not 
digreis  upon  the  general  Head,  I  had  ra- 
ther keep  within  the  Limits  of  the  Text. 
Self-boafting,  you  fee,  is  that  which  is 
here  condemned,  and  the  very  Name  is 
almoft  enough  to  condemn*  the  Nature  of 
it.  But  there  is  another  Particular  added 
to  reftrift  that,  of  To-morrow.  Of  ail 
Boaftings  the  moft  irrational  and  ground- 
lefijs  that  which  arifes  from  Prefumpd* 
oa.  of  future  Things,  which  are  fo  un- 
certain both  in  themfelves  and- to  us. 

It   is  worth    the    Obfervation,    that 
whatever  be  the  immediate  and  particular 
Matter  and  Occafion  of  Men's  donati- 
on, yet  Setfis  the  great  and  ultimate  Ob-  ' 
jeft  of  it :  It  is  &(fthat  Men  glory  into, 

what- 
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whatfoever  created  Thing  be  the  Realbn 
or  Occafion  of  it.  Boaft  not  tbyfetfof 
tomorrow.  Here  we  might  ftand  and 
take  a  Look  of  the  Crookednefs  and  Per- 
verfenefs  of  Man's  Spirit  fince  his  De- 
parture from  God.  Self-love  and  Pride 
were  the  firft  Poifon  that  the  Malice  of 
Satan  dropped  into  Man's  Nature,  and 
this  is  fo  ftrong  and  pefUlent,  that  it  has 
fpread  through  the  whole  of  Mankind, 
and  the  whole  in  every  Man.  Every 
one  is  infe&ed,  and  all  in  every  one. 
What  are  all  the  difordered  Affections 
in  Men,  but  fo  many  Streams  from  this 
Fountain?  And  from  thefe  do  Men's 
Affections  flow  next:  So  that  there  is 
nothing  left  uncorrupted,  and  free  of  this 
abominable  and  vile  Ingredient ;  all  flow- 
ing from  Self  and  returning  to  it  again, 
which  is  both  facrilegious  and  unnatural. 
There  is  hainous  Sacrilege  in  it,  the 
fpoiling  of  the  glorious  divine  Majefty 
of  his  undubitable  Prerogative  and  incom- 
municable Right  .of  all  the  Glory  and 
Honour  of  his  .  Creature.  There  is  no 
Ufurpation  like  t%is,  for  the  Worm  that 
crawls  on  the  Footftool,  to  creep  up  to 
the  Throne,  and,  as  it  were,  to  king  it 
there,  to  deify  and  adore  itfelf,  and  ga- 
ther in  all  the  Tribute  of  Praife  and 
Glory  and  Love,  that  is  only  due  to  the 
Lord  God  Almighty,  and  invert  and  un- 
propriate  thefe  to  ourfelves,  which  is, 
as  if  the  Ax  fhould  boaft  itfelf,  as  if  it 
were  no  Iron,  or  the  Staff,-  as  if  it  were 
no  Timber.  Henc?  it  is,  that  of  all 
Evils  in  Man's  Nature,  God  hath  the 
moft  perfect  Antipathy  and  direct  Oppo- 
sition againft  Pride  and  Self-love,  becauie 
it  is  Sacrilege  and  Idolatry  iff  the  high- 
eft  Manner;  it  ftrikes  at  the  Sovereignty 
and  Honour  of  God's  Name,  which  is., 
dear  to  him  as  himfelf ;  it  fcts  up  a  vile  | 
Idol  In  the  choiceft  Te:nple  of  God,  that  =' 
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is,  in  "the  Heart;  and  this  is  the  Abomi- 
nation of  Defblation :  Other  Evils  ftrike 
againft  his  holy  Will:  But  this  peculiar- 
ly points  at  the  very  Nature  and  Being  of 
the  moft  high  God,  and  fo  it  is  with  Child 
of  Blafphemy ;  Atheifm  is  the  very  Heart* 
and  Life  of  it.  And  then  it  is  moft 
unnatural,  and  fo  monftrous  and  deform- 
ed. For,  confider  all  the  Creation,  tho' 
every  one  of  them  have  particular  In- 
clinations towards  their  own  proper  Ends, 
and  fo  a  Happinefs  fuiuble  to  their  own 
Nature ;  yet  how  divers,  how  contrary 
foever  they  be,  there  is  no  Selfilhnefs  in 
them:  They  all  concur  andconfpire  to 
the  Good  of  the  whole,  and  the  mutual. 
Help  of  each  other.  If  once  that  Pol* 
fon  fhould  infeft  the  material  Workt, 
which  hath  fpoiled  the  Spiritual,  let  once 
fuch  a  felfifh  Difpofition  or  Inclination- 
poflefs  any  Part  of  the  World,  and  pre- 
fendy  the  Order,  Har&ony,  Beauty,  Plea- 
iure  and  Profit  of  the  whole  World: 
fhould  be  interrupted,  defaced  and  de- 
ftroyed.,  Let  the  Sun  be  fuppofed  to 
boaft  itfelf  of  its  Light  and  Influence,, 
and  fo  difdain  to  impart  it  to  the  lower 
"V/orld,  and  all  would  run  into  Confafion. 
Again,  I  defire  yoir  but  to  take  a  View  of* 
this  Humour  in  another's  Perfon;  (for- 
we  are  more  ready  to  fee  others  Evilt 
than  our  own)  and  how  deformed  is  it  ? 
So  vile  is  felf-feeking  and  felf-boafting, 
that  all  Men  loath  it  in  others,  and  hide 
it  from  others.  It  difgraces  all  Actions,, 
how  beautiful  foever:  It  is  the  very 
Bane  of  humane  Society,  that  which 
loofes  all  the  Links  of  it,  and  makes 
them  crofs  and  thwart  one  another. 

But,  alas,  how  much  more  eafy  is  ir, 
to  paint  out  fuch  an  Evil  in  a  deformed 
Viftse,  than  to  difcern  it  in  ourfelves? 
And  how  -many  will  hate  it  io  the 
Pifture,  who  love  and   entertain  it  in 

their 
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.their  own  her  ions  ;  iuch  Deceitfutnefs  is 
icterminfcled  with  moft  defperare  Wicked- 
nefs.  I  verily  believe  that  is  the  Fredo- 
'minant  of  every  Man  good  and  bad,  ex- 

•  cept  in  as  far  as  it  is  mortified  by  Grace. 
O !  the  Turnings  and  Windings  of  the 
Heart  upon  itfelf,  in  all  the  moft  appa- 
lently  direft  Motions  towards  God  and 
the  Good  of  Men !  What  ferpentine  and 
crooked  Circumgirations  and  Rede&ions 
are  there  in  the  Soul  of  Man,  when  the 

•  outward  Aftion  and  Expreffion  feems 
moft  regular,  and  directed  towards  God's 
Glory  and  others  Edification?  Whoever 
of  you  have  any  Acquaintance  with  your 
own  Spirits,  cannot  but  know  this,  and 
be  alhamed  and  confounded  at  the  very 

'  Thought  of  it.  Selfboafting,  Self-com- 
placency, Self-feeking.  all  thofe  being  of 
Kin  one  to  another,  are  infinuated  into 

•  jour  beft  Notions,  and  infeft  them  with 
more  Atheifm  beftre  God,  than  the 
flrongeft  pious  Affe&ion  can  inftill  of 
Goodnefs  into  them.  How  often  will 
Men's  Aftion*  and  Expreffions  be  out- 

'  wardly  cloathed  with  a  Habit  of  Conc|e- 

.  tendency  and  Self-denial?    And  many 

may  declaim  with  fuch  Zeal  and  Vehe- 

raency  againft  this  Evil,  and  yet  later 

<  unguis,  the  Serpent  is  in  the  Bofom,  and 
his  Venom  may  be  diffufed  into  the  Heart, 
and  the  Poifon  of  Self-feeking  and  Selt- 

-  boafting  may  run  thro*   the  Veins  of 
■•  humble-like  Carriage  and  paffionate  Dif- 

•  courfes  for  Self-denial.  O  that  we  could 
above  all  Things  eftablilhthat  fundamen- 

-  tal  Principle  of  Chriftianity  in  our  Hearts, 

<  even  as  we  would  be  his  Difciples,  truly 
and  fincerely,  and  not  in  outward  Re- 
femblance,to  deny  ourfelves,  to  renounce 
ourfelves  and  our  Lufts,  to  make  a  whole 
Refignation  of  our  Love,  Will,  Glory, 
and  all  to  him,  in  whom  to  be  lofiit  is 

*  oplyiruly  to  find  ourfelves. 


But,  tho'  Man  have  this  Itrange  Self1 
idolizing  Humour,    and  a  Self  glorying 
Difpofition,  yet  he  is  fo  poor  and  beg- 
garly a  Creature,  that  he  hath  not  fuifici- 
ent  Matter  within  himfelf  to  give  Com- 
placency to  his  Heart;  therefore -he  xhuft 
borrow  from  all  external  Things ;  +ad 
when  there  is  any  Kind  of  Propriety  in,or 
Title  to  them,  then  he  glories  in  him/elf 
for  them,  as  if  they  were  truly  in  him- 
felf.     We  are  Creatures  by  Nature  moft 
indigent,  yet -moft  proud,  which  is  unna- 
tural.    No  Man  is  farisfied  within  him- 
felf (except  the  good  Man,  Prrv.  xiv„  14.) 
but  he  goes  Abroad  to  feek  it  at  the  Door 
of  every  Creature,  and  when  there  are 
fome   Plumes    or    Feathers   borrowed 
from  other- Birds,  like  that  fbolifh  Bird 
in  the  Fable,  we    begin  to   raife  our 
Crifts.  and  boaft  ourfelves,  as  if  we  bad 
all  thefe  of  our  own,  and  were  beholden 
to  none:  But  as  Things  that  are  truly  our 
own,  will  not  be  fuffirient  to  feed  thk 
Flame  of  donation,  without  the  Ac- 
ceffion  of  outward  Things:  So  prefent 
Things,  and  the  prefent  -Time,  will  not 
afford  Aliment  enough,  or   Fewel  for 
this  Humour,  without  the  Addition  of 
the  Morrow. 

Boaft  not tbjfetf  of fo+tornm  No 
Mans  preftnt  Poifeffion  fatisftes  him, 
without  the  Addition  of  Hope  and  Ex- 
pectation for  the  Future:  And  herein 
the  Poverty  of  Man's  Spirit  appears,  and 
the  Emprinefiof  all  Things  we  enjoy 
here,  that  our  prefent  Revenue,  as  it 
werei  will  not  content  the  Heart.  The 
prefent  PofTeffion  fills  not  up  the  Vacui- 
ties of  the  Heart,  without  the  Supply  of 
our  Imaginations,  by  taking  fo  much  in 
upon  the  Head  of  To-morrow,  to  fpeak 
fo ;  as  one  prodigal  and  riotous  Waiter, 
who  cannot  be  ferved  with  his  yearly 
Incomes,  but  takes  fo  much  on  upon 
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his  EAate,  upon  the  next  Year's  Incomes 
before  it  come,  begins  to  fpend  upon  it, 
before  it  come  itfeif,  and  then,  when  it 
comes,  it  cannot  fuffice  itfeif;  fo  the  in- 
fatiable  and  indigent  Heart  of  Man  cannot 
fubfift  and  feed  its  Joy  in  Complacency 
upon  the  whole  World,  if  it  were  pre* 
fently  in  its  Pofleflion,    without  fome 
Avceffion  of  Hopes   and   Expectations 
for  the  Time  to  come.    Therefore  the 
Soul,  as  it  were,  anticipates  and  forestalls 
the  Morrow*  and  borrows  fo  much  pre- 
fent  Joy  and  Boafting  upon  the  Head  of 
it,  which,  when  it  comes  itfeif,  perhaps 
it  will  not  fill  the  Hand  of  the  Reaper, 
let  be  pay  for  that  Debt  of  donation 
that  was  taken  on  upon  its  Name,  or 
compenfe  the  Expectation  was  in  it.   She 
Job  xi.  1 8,  20.  and  viii.  13.     Hope  .is 
like  a  Man's  Houfe  to  him,  but  to  many 
it  is  no  better  than  a  Spider's  Web.     We 
have  then  a  clear  Demonstration  of  the 
Madnefs  and  Folly  of  Men,  who  hang 
fo  much  upon  Things  without,  and  fufler 
themfelves  to  be  moulded  and  modelled 
in  their  Affections,  according  to  the  Va- 
riety of  external  Accidents.   Fiiftofall, 
confider  the  Independence  of  all  Things 
upon  us  and  our   Choice ;  there  is  no- 
thing more  unreafonable  than  to  ftir  our 
Paflbns  upon  that  which  falls  not  under 
our  Deliberation,  as  the  moft  Part  of 
Things  to  come  are.    What  (hall  be 
To-morrow,  what  (hall  come  of  my  E- 
ftate,  of  my  Places;    what    Event   my 
Projects  and  Defigns  (hall  have,  this  is 
not  in  my  Hand  ;   thefe  depend  upon 
other  Mens  Wills,  Purpofes  and  Actions, 
which  are  not  in  my  Power :  And  there- 
fore, either  to  boaft  or  glory  upon  that 
which  depends  upon  the  Concurrence  of 
fo  many  Caufes  unfubordinate  to  me,  or 
to  be  vexed  and  difquieted  upon  the  Fore- 
apprehenfion  of  that  which  is  not  in  my 


Hand  to  prevent,  it  is  not  only  irreligh 
ous,  as  contrary  to  our  Saviour's  Com* 
mand,  Mat.  vi.  but  unreafonable  alio*, 
as  that  which  even  Nature  condemns  ? 
*take  not  <f  bought  for  tomorrow ;  and 
fo,  by  confequent,  Boaft  not  oftfo-mor* 
row:  And  there's  one'  Argument  from 
the  Vanity  Qf  fuch  Affections,  tfbou  can  ft 
not  triake  one  Hair  black*  nor  add  one 
Cubit  to  thy  Stature*  &c.     To  what 
Purpofe  then  are  either  thefe  Vexations 
or  donations,  which  cannot  prevent  E- 
vil,  nor  procure  Good?  Why  (hould  our 
Affections  depend  upon  other  Motipns  ? 
This  makes   a   Man  thegreateft  Slave 
and  Captive,  fo  that -be  hath  not  the  Do- 
minion and  Power  of  himfelf.      But  the 
Vanity  of  fuch  AffeCttoos  is  the  more  en* 
creafed,  if  we  confider  that  Supreme  E- 
terpal  Will,  by  which  all  thefe  Things 
are  determined ;    and    therefore,    it  is 
in  vain  for  Creatures  to  make  themfelves 
more  miferable,  op  put  themfelves  in  a  < 
Fool's    Paradife,    which  will    produce 
more     Mifery    afterwards,     and    that 
for  thefe  Things,  which  are  bound  up  ia 
that  fatal  Chain  of  his  eternal  Purpofe. 
Then  in  the  next  Place,   the  Folly  of 
Men  appears  from  the  Inconftancy  of 
thefe  Things;  there  is  fuch  an  infinite 
Variety  of  the  Accidents  of  Providence, 
that  it  is  Folly  for  a  Man  to  prefuffie  to 
boaft  of  any  Thing,  or  take  Complacen- 
cy in  it;  becaufe  many  Things  fall  be* 
tween  the  Cup  and  the  Lip,  the  Chalice 
-and  the  Chin,  as  the  Proverb  is.    There 
is  nothing  certain,  .  but  that  all  Things 
are  uncertain,  thai,  all  Things  are  fubjeft 
to  perpetual    Motion,    Revolution  and 
Change ;  To-day  a  City ;  To-morrbw  a 
Heap.    And  there  is  nothing  between  a 
great  City  and  a  Heap  but  one  Day  ;  no- 
thing between  a  Man  and  no  Man  but 
one  Hour ;  Our  Life  is  fubjeCt  to  infinite 
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Cafualities  ;  it  may  receive  the  fatal 
Stroke  from  the  meaneft  Thing,  and 
moft  unexpected ;  it  is  a  Bubble  Hotting 
upon  the  Water;  for  this  World  is  a 
watery  Element,  •  in  continual  Motion 
with  Storms,  and  in  theft,  fo  many  poor 
dying  Creatures  rife  up,  and  fwim  and 
float  a  while,  and  are  totted  up  and  down 
-by  the  Wind  and  Wave,  and  the  leaft 
Puff  of  Wind,  or  Drop  of  Rain,  fends 
it  back  to  its  own  Element :  We  are  a 
Vapour  appearing  for  a  very  little  Time, 
a  Creature  of  no  Solidity,  a  Dream,  a 
Shadow  and  Appearance  of  fomething  ; 
and  this  Dream  or  Apparition  is  but  for 
a  tittle  Time,  and  then  it  evaniiheth, 
not  fo  much  into  nothing*  for  it  was  little 
diftant  from  nothing  before,  but  it  dif- 
appears  rather.  All  human  Affairs  are 
like  the  Spaiki  of  a  Wheel,  in  fuch  a 
continual  Circumgiration,  as  a  captive 
King  who  was  drawing  Sefoftris's  Cha- 
riot, faid,  when  he  was  looking  often 
behind  him,  the  Ring  of  Egypt,  Scfoflris, 
demanded,  for  what  End  did  he  look  fo 
often  about  him  ?  Says  be,  I  am  looking 
to  the  Wheel,  mufing  upon  the  Victtfi- 
tudes  and  Permutations  of  it,  how  the 
iiigheft  Parts* are inftantly  the  lowed;  and 
this  Word  repreffed  the  King's  vain 
<21ory.  Now,  in  this  conftant  wheeling 
of  outward  Things,  which  i$  the  Soul 
that  enjoys  true  Quiet  and  Peace,  even 
that  Soul  that  is  fixed,  as  it  were  in  the 
Center  upon  God,  that  hath  its  Abode 
in  him ;  tho'  the  Parts  without  be  in  a 
continual  violent  Motion,  yet  the  Center 
of  the  Wheel  is  at  jpuch  Peace,  is  not 
violently  turaed,  but  gently  complies  to 
the  Changes  of  the  other.  And  then 
contider  the  Madnefs  of  this,  Thou 
knoiveft  not,  &c.  There  are  two  Rea- 
fons  in  the  Things  themfelves,  Incon- 
stancy, and   Independency  on  us;   but 


this  is  as  preffing  as  any,  our  Ignorance 
of  them  ;  they  are  wholly  in  the  Dart 
to  us,  as  it  were  in  jjie  lower  Parts  of 
the  Earth.  As  there  is  no  more  in  our 
Power,  but  the  prefent  Hour  ;  for  to 
Yefterday  we  are  dead  already,  for  ir  is 
pall  and  cannot  return,  it  is  as  it  were 
buried  in  the  Grave  of  Oblivion  ;  and 
To-moorow,  we  are  not  yet  born,  for 
it  is  not  come  to  the  Light,  and  we 
know  not  if  ever  it  will  come ;  fo  there 
is  no  more  in  our  Knowledge,  but  the. 
prefent  Hour.  The  Time  pall,  tho'  we 
remember  it,  yet  it  is  without  our  practi- 
cal Knowledge,  it  admits  of  no  Refor- 
mation by  it :  And  the  Time  to  come, 
it  is  not  born  to*  us,  and  'tis  all  one  i% 
if  we  were  not  born  to  it.  And  indeed, 
in  the  Lord's  difpofing  of  all  Affairs  un- 
der the  Sun,  after  this  Method,  there  is 
infinite  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  both,  tho' 
at  the  firft  View,  Men  would  think  it 
better,  that  all  Things  went  on  after  an 
uniform  Manner,  and  that  Men  knew 
what  were  to  befal  them ;  yet  I  lay. 
God  hath  herein  provided  for  his  own 
Glory  and  the  Good  of  Men :  His  own 
Glory,  while  Jie  hath  referved  to  him- 
fclf,  the  abfolute  Dominion,  and  perfect 
Knowledge  of  his  Works,  and  exercifes 
them  in  fo  great  Variety,  that  they  may 
be  feen  to  proceed  from  him ;  and  for 
our  Good,  for  what  Place  were  there  for 
the  Exercife  of  many  Cbriftian  Virtues 
and  Graces,  if  it  were  not  fo  ?  What 
Place  for  Patience,  if  there  were  no 
crofs  Difpenfations  ?  What  Place  for* 
Moderation,  if  there  were  no  Prolperity? 
If  there  were  not  fuch  Variety  and  Vicif~- 
fitude.how  ftiouldthe  Evennefs  and  Con* 
ftancy  of  the  Spirit  be  known  ?  Where ' 
(hould  Contentment  and  Tranquility  of 
Mind  have  Place  ?  For  it  is  a  Calm  in 
a  Storm   properly,  not  a  Calm  in  a 
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Calm,  that  U  no  Virtue.    If  th*  feveral 
Accidents  of  Providence  were  forefeen  by 
us,  what  a  marvelous.  Perturbation  and 
Diforder  would  it  make  in  our  Duty  ? 
Who  would  do  his  Duty  out  of  Con- 
fcience  to  GodTs  Command,  to  commit 
Events  to  htm  ?  Now,  there  is  the  Trial 
of  Obedience,  io  make  us  go  by  a  Way 
we  kno&hot,  and  refign  ourfelves  to  the 
all-feeing  Providence,  utbofe  Eyes  run 
too  and  fro  throughout  (be  Eartb.  There- 
fore, that  no  Grace  may  want  Matter  and 
Occafiun  of  Exercife  ;    that  no  Virtue 
may  die  out  for  Want  of  Fewel,  or 
ruft   for  lack  of  Exercife,    God    hath 
thus  ordered  and  difpofed  the   World. 
There  is  no  Condition,  no  Pofture  of 
Affairs,  in  which  he  hath  not  left  a  fair 
Opportunity,  for  the  exercifing  of  tome 
Grace.     Hath  he  (hut  up  and  precluded 
the  acting  of  one  or  many  through  Af- 
fliction, then  furely  he  hath  opened  a 
wide  Door,  and  given  large  Matter  for 
Self  denial,  Humility,  Patience,   Mode- 
ration;   and  thefe  are  as  precious,   as 
any  that  look  faireft.    In  a  Word,  I  think 
the  very  Frame  and  Method  of  the  dif- 
pofing  of  this  material    World,   fpeaks 
aloud  to  this  Purpofe.     You  fee,  when 
you  look  below,  there  is  nothing  feen 
but  the  Outfide  of  the  Earth',  the  very 
Surface  of  it  only  appears,   and  there 
your    Sight   is    terminated;    but  look 
above,  and  there  is  no  Termination,  no 
Bounding  of  the  Sight,  there  are  infinite 
Spaces,   all   are  tranfparent   and   clear 
without  and  within.    Now,  what  may 
this  prefent  unto  us  ?  One  fays,  it  (hews 
us  that,  our   Affections  (hould   be  fet 
upon  Things  above,  and  not  on  Things 
below,  feeing  below  there  is  nothing  but 
an  outward  Appearance  and  Surface  of 
.  Things,  the  Glory  and  Beauty  of  the 
Earth  is  but  Skin  deep ;  but  hearenly 


Things  are  alike  throughout  ail  tranf 
parent,  nothing  to  fet  Bounds  to  the  Af- 
feCfons,  they  are  infinite,  and  you  may 
enlarge  infinitely  towards  them.  I  add 
this  other  Confideration,  that  God  hath 
made  all  Things  in  Time,  dark  and 
opake,  like  the  Earth :  Look  to  them, 
you  fee  only  the  Outfide  of  them,  the 
prefent  Hour,  and  what  is  beyond  it  you 
know  no  more  than  you  fee  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth:  But  Eternity  is  both  Tranf- 
parent and  Confpicuous  throughout,  and 
infinite  too.  Therefore  God  hath  made 
us  blind  to  the  one,  that  we  Ihouid  not 
fet  our  Heart,  nor  terminate  our  Eyes 
upon  any  Thing  here;  but  he  hath  ope- 
ned and  fpread  Eternity  before  us  in  the 
Scriptures,  fo  that  you  may  read  and  un- 
derstand your  Fortune,  your  everlafling 
Eftate  in  it.  He  hath  (hut  up  temporal 
Things  and  felled  them,  and  wills  us  to 
live  implicitely,  and  give  him  the  Truft 
of  them  without  anxious  Forefight;  but 
Eternity  he  hath  unvailed  and  opened 
unto  us.  Certain,  it  is,  that  no  Maa  till 
he  be  foil?  poflefled  of  God,  who  is  aa 
all-fufficient  Good,  PfaL  iv.  can  find 
any  Satisfaction  in  any  prelent  Enjoy- 
ment, without  the  Addition  of  fome 
Hope  for  the  future.  Great  Things 
without  it  will  not  content;  for  what 
is  ic  all  to  a  Man,  if  he  have  no  Af- 
furance  for  the  Time  to  come,  and  mesa 
Things  with  it  will  content.  Great 
Things  with  little  Hope  and  Expectation, 
fill  with  more  Vexation  inftead  of  Joy ; 
and  the  greater  they  be,  this  is  the  more 
increafed.  Again,  mean  and  low  Things, 
with  great  Hopes  and  large  Expectations, 
will  give  more  Sarisfa&on ;  therefore, 
all  Mankind  have  a  Look  towards  the 
Mosrow,  and  labour  to  fiipply  their  pre- 
lent Defects  and  Wants,  with  Hope  or 
Confidence  of  that.  I  would  exhort  you 
Yyy  who 


54° 

who  would  indeed  have  folid  Matter  of 
GJoriation,  and  would  not  be  befooled 
into  a  golden  Dream  of  vain  Expectati- 
ons of  vain  Things,  that  ye  would  la- 
bour to  fill  up  the  Vacuities  of  prefent 
Things,  with  that  great  Hope,  the  Hope 
of  Salvation,  which  will  be  as  an  Helmet 
10  keep  jour  Head  fafe  in  all  Difficulties, 
i  Pet.  i.  3.  Heb.  vi  18,  19.  Rom.  v. 
5.  It  b  true,  other  Mens  Expectations 
of  Gain  and  Credit,  and  fuch  Things, 
do  in  fome  Meafure,  abate  the  Torment 
and  Pain  of  prefent  Wants  and  indi- 
gencies: But  certain  it  is,  that  ftcb  Hope 
is  not  fo  fovereign  a  Cordial  to  the  Heart, 
as  to  expel  all  Grief,  but  leaves  much 
Vexation  within  ;  but  then  alio,  the  ire* 
queut  Difappointment  of  fuch  Projects 
and  Defigns  of  Gain,  Honour  and  Plea- 
forehand  the  extreme  Unanfwerablenefs 
of  thefe  to  the  Deiires  and  Hopes  of -the 
Soul,  even  when  attained,  muft  needs 
breed  infinite  more  Anxiety  and  Vexati- 
on in  the  Spirit,  than  the  Hope  of  them 
could  give  of  Satisfaction  ;  yea,  the  more 
the  Expectation  was,  it  cannot  choofe, 
but  the  greater  Shame  and  Confufion 
muft  be.  Therefore,  if  you  would  have 
your  Sauls  truly  eftabliflied,  and  not 
hanging  upon  the  Morrow  uncertainly, 
as  the  molt  Part  of  Men  are,  get  a  Look 
beyond  the  Morrow,  unto  that  ever- 
lafting  Day  of  Eternity,  that  hath  no 
Morrow  after  it ;  yindfee  what  Foun- 
dation you  can  lay  up  for  that  tfimc  to 
come,  as  Paul  bids  Timothy  counfel  the 
rich  Men  in  the  World,  who  thought  their 
Riches  and  Revenues,  their  Office*  and 
Dignities,  a  Foundation  and  Wcll-fpring 
of  Contentment  to  them  and  their  Chil- 
dren, and  are  ready  to  fay  with  that  Man 
in  the  Parabie,  Sou?  take  tby  R  efts  thou 
haft  enough  laid  up '  for  many  2'eur/. 
Charge  tbem9(fiy&  he),  &c.  i  2va.  vi.  j 
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16,  17,  1 8,  19.  0>  a  Charge  worthy 
lo  be  engraven  on  the  Tables  of  our 
Hearts ;  worthy  to  be  written  00  the 
Pons  of  all  Cities,  and  the  Gates  of  all 
Palaces.  You  would  all  have  a  Foun- 
dation of  lafting  Joy /fays  "he  ;  but  why 
feek  you  lafting  Joy  in  fading  Ttiags? 
and  certain  Joy  in  uncertain  Ricks,  and 
folid  Contentment  in  empty  TU£i,  and 
not  rather  in  the  Hving  Cod,  who  is  the 
inexhaufted  Spring  of  all  good  Thiog&? 
Therefore,  if  you  would  truly  boaft  of 
To-morrow,  or  fing  a  (olid  Requiem 
to  your  own  Hearts,  there  is  another 
Treafure  to  be  laid  up  in  Score  againft 
the  Time  to  come ;  the  Time  only  wor- 
thy to  be  called  Time,  that  is  Eternity  ; 
and  that  is,  ftudy  to  do  Good,  and  be 
rich  in  good  Works,  iu  Works  of  Piety, 
of  Mercy,  of  Equity,  of  Sobriety.  This 
is  a  better  Foundation  for  the  Time  to 
come ;  or,  rather  receive  and.  embrace 
tlje  Promife  of  eternal  Life,  aude  to 
fuch,  that  free  and  gracious  Promife  of 
Life  in  the  Gofpel ;  and  fo  you  may 
fupply  all  the  Wants  and  Indigencies  of 
your  prefent  Enjoyments,  with  the  pre- 
cious  Hope  of  eternal  Life  which  cannot 
make  afhamed.  But  what  is  .the  Way 
that  the  moft  Part  of  Men  take  to  miti- 
tgate  and  fweeten  their  prefent  Hardthips  ? 
Even  like  that  of  the  Fools  in  the  Pa- 
rable', Luke  xii.  They  either  have  fome- 
*hing  laid  up  for  many  Years,  or  eJfe 
their  Proje&s  and  Defigns  re^ch  to  man/ 
Years:  The  Truth  is,  they  have  more 
Pleafure  iu  the  Expectation  of  fiich 
Things,  nor  in  the  real  PofTeffion,  but 
that  Pleafure  is  but  imaginary  either. 
:How  ir  any  Thoughts  and  Defigns  are 
continually  turning. in  the  Heart  of  Man, 
how  to  be  rich,  how  to  get  greater  Cain, 
or  more  Credit  .--Men  build'Caftles  in 
the  Air,  and  fancy  jo  tbcmfelves,  as  it 
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were,  new  Worlds  of  racer  poifible 
Beings ;  and  in  fuch  an  Employment  of 
the  Heart,  there  is  fome  poor  deceiving 
of  pielent  Sorrows,  but  at  length  they 
recur  with  greater  Violence.  Every  Man 
makes  Romances  for  himfelf,  pretty 
Fancies  of  his  own  Fortune,  as  if  he 
had  the  difpofing  of  it  himfelf ;  he  (its 
down,  as  it  •were,  and  writes  an  Alma- 
nack and  Prognoftication  in  his  own 
fecret  Thoughts,  and  defigns  his  own 
Profperity,  Gain  and  Advantage,  and 
Pleafures  or  Joys;  and  when  we  have 
thus  ranked  our  Hopes  and  Expectation, 
then  we  begin  to  take  Complacency  in 
them,  and  boaft  ourfelves  in  the  Confi- 
dence of  them,  as  if  there  were  not  a 
fupreme  Lord-  who  gives  .a  Law  to  our 
Affairs,  as  immediately,  as  to  the  Winds 
and  Rains. 

Now,  that  you  may  know  the  Folly 
of  this,  confider  the  Reafon  which  is  fub- 
joined,  For  thou  knowelt  not  wbat  a 
Day  may  bring  forth.  There  is  a  Con- 
currence of  Incooftancy  in  all  Things, 
and  Ignorance  in  us,  which  might  b* 
fufficient  to  check  our  Folly  of  confi- 
dent and  prefumptuous  Expectation  from 
them,  and  Gloriation  in  them :  So  that, 
whether  we  look  abouous  to  the  Things 
themfelves,  or  within  us  to  ourfelves,  all 
Things  proclaim  the  Folly  and  Madneis 
of  that  which  the  Heart  of  Man  is  fet 
upon.  And  this  double'  Confideration 
the  Apoftle  James  oppofes  to  the  vain 
Hopes  and  confident  Undertakings  of 
Men,  Chap.  iv.  15,  &b.  Which  Place 
is  a  perfeft  Commentary  upon  this  Text : 
He  brings  in  an  Inftance  of  the  Relb- 
lutions  and  Purpofes  of  rich  Men,  for 
the  compafling  of  Gain  by  Metchandife, 
whereby  you  may  understand  all  the 
feveral  Defigns  and  Plots  of  Men,  that 
are  contrived  and  ordered,  and  laid  down 


in  the  Hearts  of  Men,  either  for  more 
Gain,  or  more  Glory,  or  more  Pleafure 
and  Eafe.     Now,  the  grand  Evil  that  is 
here  reproved,  is  not  Amply  Mens  Care 
and  Diligence  in  ufing  lawful  Means  fix 
their  Accommodation  in  this  Life,  oryer 
their  wife  and  prudent  Forefight  in  or* 
dering  of  their  Affairs  for  attaining  jbat 
End,  for  both  theft   are  frequently  re- 
commended and  commended  by  the  wife 
Man,  Prov.  vi.  6.  and  xxiv  27.     But 
here  is  the  great  Iniquity,  that  Men.in 
all  thefe  Conxrivings  and  A&ngs,  carry 
themfelves  as  if  they  were  ablolute  In* 
dependents,  without  Confideration  of  the 
ibvtreign  univerfal   Dominion  of  God. 
No  Man  almoft  reflects  upon   that  glo- 
rious tying,  which  alone   hath  the  ne- 
gative and  definitive  Sentence  in  all  the 
Motions  and  Affairs  >of  the  Sons  of  Mai, 
or  confiders,  that  it  is  not  in  Man  that 
walks  to  direft  his   Paths;    that  wbenr 
all  our  Thoughts  and  Defigns  vc  mar- 
(hailed  and  ordered,  and  the  complete/* 
Preparation  made  for  reaching  bur  inten- 
ded Ends,. that  yet  the  Way  of  Mao  is 
not  in  himfelf,  that  all  theft  Things  are 
under  a  higher  and  more  abfolute  Do- 
minion of  the  raoft  high  God.    Whofe 
Heart  doth  that  often  found  unto?   jt 
Mans  Heart  devifetb  bis  Way,  but 
tbe  Lord  direfts  bis  Steps :    And  fo 
is  not  bound  by  any  Rule  to  conform 
his  Executions  to  our  Intentions  ;  for  he 
works  all  according  to  the  Counfel  of  his 
own  Will,  and  not  ours  ;  and  therefore, 
no  Wonder  that  the  ProduA  of  our  Acti- 
ons do  nor  anfwer  our  Intentions  and 
Devices,  becaufe  the  fupreme  Rule  and 
Meafure  of  them  is  above  our  Power, 
and  without  our  Knowledge.  And  there- 
fore, tho'  there  were  never  fo  many  De- 
vices in  the  Heart  of  Man,  never  ib 
wifely  or  lawfully  contrived  and  ordered ; 
Y  y  y  2  tho" 
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tho*  the  Mine  be  never  fo  well  prepared, 
and  ill  ready  for  the  fitting  of  it  •  Vet 
tbe  Counfel  of  tbe  Lord,   that  Jbali 
fiand,  Pror.  xix.  si.  and  *vi.  9.    That 
higher  Determination  may  blow  up  our 
beft  Consultations  or  drown  them,  for 
Mans  Goings  is  of  the  Lord,  how  then 
can  a  Man  understand  his  Paths,  Prov. 
xx.  24.     And   yet  the   moft   Part  of 
Men  in  all  thefe   Things  lofe  the  Re- 
membrance of  this  fatal  and    invincible 
Subordination  10  God,  and  propofe  their 
own  Affairs  and  A&ions,   as  if  them- 
fclves  were  to  difpofe  of  them ;  and  when 
their  own  Refolutions  and  Proje&s  feem 
frobable,  they  begin  to  pleafe  themfelves 
in  them,  in  the  Forethought  of  what  they 
will  do,  or  what  they  may  have  or  enjoy 
To-morrow  afterward :  There  is  a  pre- 
fent  fecret  Complacency  and  Gloriation, 
without  any  ferious  reminding  the  ab- 
fohite  Dependence  of  all  Things  upon  the 
Will  of  Godi  and  their  Independence 
upon  our  Counfels,  without  forecasting 
and  often  ruminating  upon  the  perpetual 
Fluctuation  and  content  Inconftancy  of 
humane  Affairs  v  but,    as  if  we  were 
die  fupreme  Moderators  in  Heaven  and 
Earth,  fo  we  aft  and  tranfaft  our  own 
Bufinefs  in  a  deep  Forgetfolneis  of  him 
who  (its  in  Heaven,  and  laughs  at  all  our 
Frojefts  and  Practices ;   and   therefore, 
the  Holy  Ghoft  would  have  this  fecret 
but  ferious  Thought  to  feafon  all  our 
•thcr  Purpofes  and  Confutations,  If  tbe 
Lord  <awff,  &c.    Whereas -we  ought  to 
fay  and  think  this,  it  is  fcarce  minded ; 
'•nd  then  we  know  not  what  (hall  be 
To-morrow,  for  our  Lift  itself  is  a  Va- 
pour.   Herein  is  a  ftrong  Argument,  you 
lay  your  Defigns  for  To-morrow,  for  a 
Year,  for  many  Years,  and  yet  yt  know  | 
tot  if  ye  ftall  be  To-morrow.    How 
mmj  Mas  Projefts  are  call  btyend 


that  Time  that  is  meafured  out  in  Gbds 
Counfel:  And  what  a  redkulous  Thk* 
muft  that  be  to  him,  if  it  be  not  done 
with  (ubmifllve  and  humble  Dependence 
on  him  ?    In  a  Word,  Time  is  with 
Child  of  innumerable  Things,  conceived 
by  the  eternal  Counfel  of  God ;  infinite 
and   inconceivably    various    tre    thefe 
Conceptions  which  the  Womb  of  Time 
ftult  at  length   bring   foqjj  to  Light;. 
every  Day,  every  Hour,  every  Minute 
is  travelling  in  Pain,  as  it  were,  and  is 
delivered  of  fome  one  Birth  or  another ; 
and  no  Creature  can  open  its  Womb 
fooner,  or  (hut  it  longer  than  the  appoin- 
ted and  prefixed  Seafon :  There  is  no 
miscarrying  as  to  him.  whole  Decrees  do 
properly  conceive  them,  tho'  to  us  the? 
leem  often "  abortive.    Now,  join  unto 
this  to  make  th*  AUufion  full,  as  long  asr 
they  are  carried  in  tbe  Womb  of  Time, 
they  are  hid  from  all  the  World ;  the 
Womb  is  a  dark  Lodging,  and  no  Un- 
derftanding  nor   Eye  can  pierce  into  it, 
to  tell  what  is  in  it»  till  it  break  forth  ^ 
and  therefore*  Children  born  are  /aid  to 
come  to  the  Light ;  for  till  then,  they 
are  to  us  in  a  Cloud  of  Darknefi,  that 
we  cannot  tell  what  they  are :  So  then, 
every  Day,  every  Hour,  every  Moment 
is  about  to  bring  forth  that  which  ail 
tbe  World  is  ignorant  of,  till  they  fit 
it ;  and  Oh  that  then  they  underfiood  it. 
We  know  not  whether  the?  Morrow's  or 
next  Hour's  Birth  may  be  a  proportioned 
Child,  or  a  Monfter;  whether  it  will 
anfwer  the  Figure  and  Mould  that  is  in 
our  Mind,,  or  be  milhagen  and  deformed 
to  our  Senle.     Man's.  Defines  and  De- 
figns may  be  Dud  to  conceive,  for  they 
form  an  inward  Image  and  Idea  within 
themfelves,  to  which  they  labour  to  make 
the  Produft  and,  Birth  of  Time  conform- 
able;   and  when  k  anfwers  our  pre- 
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conceived  Form,  then  we  rejoice  as  for 
a  Man-child.  But  for  the  mod  Pan  it 
is  a  Monfter  as  to  our  Conception,  it 
is  an  Aberration  from  ou*  Rule ;  it  is 
either  mutilate  and  defective  of  what 
we  defire,  or  fuperfluous  or  deformed, 
which  turns  our  Expectation  into  Vex- 
ation, and  our  Boafting  into  Lamentati- 
on. But  the  Truth  is,  Time  brings 
forth  no  Monfters  as  to  the  Lord's  De- 
crees, which  are*  the  only  juft  Meaftres 
of  all  Things:  It  may  be  faid  of  every 
Tfiing  under  the  Sun,  as  David  fpeaks 
•f  himfelf  in  the  Womb;.  Mj.Subftance 


was  not  bid  from  tbee,  when  I  wax 
j  made  in  Secret,  and  curioufly  formed 
in  the  lowefi  Parts  of  the  Earth,  &c. 
Pfal.  cxxxix.  15.  His  Eyes  fee  all  their 
Subftance,  yet  being  imperfect,  and  in 
his  ererlafting  Book  all  their  Members 
are  written;  the  Portraiture  of  every 
Thing  is  drawn  there  to- the  Life,  and 
thefe  in  Continuance  are  fafhioned,  juft 
as  they  were  written  and  drawn,  and 
fo  they  exaAly  correipoad  to  his  Pre* 
conception  of  them  ;  whatever  Defer* 
mity  they  may  have  as  to  us,  yet  they 
are  perfect  Works  and  beautiful  to  Urn*. 


SERMON    Vllt 

Ha.  1.  10,  xi.  &c  Hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord  ye  Rulers: 
of  Sodom,  give  ear  unto  the  Word  of  the  Lord  ye  People 
of  Gomorrah,  &c 


IT  is  Orange,  to  think  what  Mercy  is 
mixed  with  the  moft  Wrath-like 
Strokes  and  Threatnings:  There-is  no 
Prophet  whofe  •  Office  and  Commiflioi) 
is  only  for  Judgment',  nay,  to  ipeak 
the  Truth,  it  is  Mercy  that  p/emifes 
Threatnings.  The$nierjng.ofthe  Law, 
both  in  the  Commands  and  Curfes,  it  to 
make  Sin  abound,,  that  Grace  may  fuper- 
abound,  fo  that  both  Rods  and  Threat- 
nings are  the  Meflengers  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
10  bring  Sinners  to  him .  for  Sanation : 
Evety  Thing  (hould  be  mealured  and 
named  by  its  End  ;  fo,  call  Threatnings 
Promifes,  call  Rods  and  Judgments  Mer- 
cies; name  all  Good,  and  Good  to  you. 


if  fo  be  ye  underftand  the  Purpofc  of' 
God  in  theft.  The  (horteft  Preaching 
in  the  Bible ufeth  toexprefs  itfclf  what 
it  means,  tho"  it  be  never  fo  terrible. 
This  is,  a  fad  and  lamentable  Beginning 
of  a  Prophet's  Miniftry  ;  the  firft  Word 
is  to  the  Heavens  and  to  the  Earth. 
A  weighty  and  horrible  Regrate  of.  this 
People,  as  if  none  of  them  were  to  hear, . 
as  if  the  Earth  could  be  more  eafifjr* 
affefted  than  they.  The.  Creatures  are 
taken  Witnefles  by  God  of  their  Ingra- 
titude, and  then  who  (hall  fpeak  for 
them:  If  Heaven  and  Earth  be.againft' 
them,  who  (hall  (peak  Good  of  them? 
Will  their  owa  Confidence?  No  cer- 
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tainly,  it  will  in  the  Day  of  wiro effing 
and  judging  precipitate  its  Sentence,  and 
fparc  the  Judge  the  Labour  ot  Probati- 
on ;  a  Man's  Enemy  thai  I  be  within  hi* 
own  Houfe,  tho'  now  your  Confidences 
agree  with   you:    Nay,    why   doth  the 
Lord  fpt-k  10  them  ?  Becaufe  the  People 
conuder  not,    becaufe   Confidence  huv; 
given  over  fpeaking  to  them,  therefor* 
the  Lord  direfl*  his  Word  to  the  duml- 
Earth :    Yet   how  gracious  is  he,  as  ro 
direct    a   lecond    Word   even    to    the 
people,  tho*  a  fad  Word  ?  It.is  a  Coir 
plaint  of  Iniquity  and  Backfliding,  and 
fuch  as  cannot   be   uttered  ;  yet   it   is 
Mercy  to  challenge  them,  yea  to  chafien 
ahem.     If  the  Lord   would   threaten   a 
Man  with  pure  and  unmixed  Judgments, 
if  he  would   frame   a  Threatning  of  a 
Rod  of  pure  Juftice,  I  think  it  fhould  be 
this,  I  will  no  more  reprove  thee,  nor 
chaften  thee ;  and  he  is  not  far  from  it, 
when  he  fays,  why  mall  ye  be  ftricken 
any  more  ?  flj£\  Ver.  5.  Asifhewoulo 
iky,  it  is  in  vain  now  to  f?nd  a  Rod,  ye 
receive  no  Correction  ;  I  fent  the  Rod, 
that  it  might  open  your  Hearts  and  Ears 
to  the  Word,  and  leal  your  JnftruChon. 
but  to  what  Purpofe  is  it?    Ye  grow 
wot fc  and  worfe :    Well,   the  Prophet 
compares  here  Sm  and  Judgment,  and 
the  one  far  furmounts  the  other.    Ye 
would  think  a  defolate   Country,  burnt 
Cities,  Defolation  made  by  Strangers,  a 
fufftcient  Recompence  of  their  Corrup- 
tion and  Miforders,  of  their  Forfaking 
and  Backfliding.     Ye  would  think  now, 
if  your  prefent  Condition  and  the  Lands 
prcfled  you  to  utter  Jeremiah's  Lamen- 
tation, a  fader  than  which  is  not  almoft 
imaginable,  ye  would  think,  I  fay,  that 
you  had   received  double  for  all  your 
Sins:  And  yet  alas,  how  are  your  Ini- 
quities of  infinite  more  Oeiert ;  all  that 


were  Mercy,  which  is  behj;;o  infinite  *n& 
eternal  Puniihment  ;  that  there  is  Rocm 
left  tor  Complaint,  it  is  Mercy ;  that 
there  is  a  Remnant  left,  it  is  Mercy. 

Now,  to  proclaim  unto  this  People, 
and  to  convince  them  that  their  Judf 
ment  was  not  fevere,  lie  gives  them  one 
Word  from  God.  And  indeed  k  is 
rtrange,  that  when  the  Rod  is  fent,  be- 
jaufe  of  the  defpifing  of  the  Word  ;  that 
after  the  defpiling  of  both  Word  and 
Rod,  another  Word  Ihould  come..  Al- 
ways this  Word  is  a  convincing  Word, 
a  directing  Word,  and  a  comforting 
Word ;  thefe  ufe  to  be  conjoined,  and  if 
they  be  not  always  exprefled,  we  may 
lawfully  uaderftaod  them  :  We  may  join 
a  Confolation  to  a  Conviftion,  and  dofe 
a  Threatning  with  a  Promife,  it  we  take 
wirb  a  Threatning:  Jonah's  Preaching 
exprefled  no  more  but  a  Threatning  and 
Denounciation  of  Judgment;  but  the 
People  underftood  it  according  to  Cod's 
Meaning,  and  made  it  a  Rule  of  Directi- 
on, and  lb  a  Ground  of  Confoluion. 
How  inexcufable  are  we,  who  have  all 
thefe  exprefled  unto  usf  and  often  in- 
culcated, Line  upon  Line,  and  Pre- 
cept  upon  Precept,  and  yet  fo  often 
divides  the  Word  of  Truth,  or  negleds 
it  altogether.  Moft  Pan  fancy  a  Belief 
of  the  Promifes,  and  neither  confider 
Threatnings  nor  Commands :  Some  be- 
lieving the  Threatnings,  are  not  fo  wife 
for  their  own  Salvation,  as  to  confider 
what  God  fays  more,  but  takes  it  for  his 
laft  Word.  Shall  not  Nineveh  life  up 
in  Judgment  againft  this  Generation  ;  they 
repented  at  one  Preaching,  and  that  a 
fhort  one,  and  in  Appearance  very  de- 
fective ;  and  yet  we  Kave  many  Preach- 
ings of  the  Son  of  God,  and  his  Apoftles 
in  this  Bible,  both  Law  and  Gofpel,  hol- 
den  forth  diftinftJy,    and   thefe    fpo*en 
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daily  in  our  Audience,  and  yet  we  re-  . 
pent  not. 

This  is  a  ftrange  Preface  going  before 
this  Preaching,  and  more  ftrange  in, that 
it  is  before  the  firft  Preaching  of  a  young 
Prophet.     He  fpeaks  both  to  Rulers  and 
People,  but  he  gives  them  a  Name,  fuch 
as  certainly  they  would  not  take  to  them- 
felves ;   but   feeing  he  is  to  fpeak    the 
Word  of  the  Lord,  he  muft  not  flatter 
them,  as  they  did  thelftfelves.     Is  not 
this  the  Lord's  People,  his  Portion  and 
Inheritance  which  he  choofe  out  of  the 
Nations?    Are    not    thefe    Rulers   the 
Princes  of  Judab,  and  the  Lord's  Anoin- 
ted ?  Were  they  not  both  in  Covenant 
with  God,  find  Separated  fropi  the  Na- 
tions both  in  Privileges  and  Profeflion? 
How  then  are  they  Rulfrs  of  Sodom, 
and  People  of  Gomorrah?  Likened  to 
the  worft   of  the    Nations,    and   not 
likened  to  them,  but  fpoken   of,    as  if 
they  were  indeed,  all  one.      When  ye 
hear  the  Preface,  ye  would   thiol  .that 
the  Prophet   were  about   to  direft  his 
Speech  to  Sodom  and  Gommorrab  :  But 
when  ye  look  upon  the  Preaching,  ye 
£nd  he  means  by  Judab  and  Jerufalem, 
and  thefe  are  the  Rulers  and  People  he 
fpeaks  of.     Certainly,  according  as  Men 
walk,  fo  (hail  they  be  named  and  ranked  • 
external  Privileges   and  Profeffion  may 
give  a  Name  before  Men,  and  ieparate 
Men  from  Men  before  the  Woild  ;  but . 
they  give  no  Name,  make  no  Difference 
before  God,  if  all  other  Things  be  not 
fuitable  to  thtjfe.  He  is  not  a  Jew,  (faith 
Paul)  who  is  not  one  inwardly,  bat 
be  who  haxb  that  Circumcifion  in  the 
Heart,  in  the  Spirit,  and  not  in  the 
Letter.    Outward  Profelfion  and  Signs 
may  have  Praife  of  Men,  but  it  is  this 
tint  hath  Praife  of  God,  Rom.  ii.  2g, 
39.  Circiwicjfion  and  Uncircumcjfion, 


Baptifm  or  Unbaptifm  availetb  no- 
thing, but  a  new  Creature.  A  baptized  • 
Chriftian  and  an  unbaptized  Turk  are 
alike  before  God,  if  their  Hearts  and 
Ways  be  one,  Gal.  vi.  1 5.  All  Cbriftt- 
ans  profefs  Faith  and  Glory  in  Baptifm* 
but  it  avails  nothing,  except  it  work  by 
Love,  Gal.  v.  6. 

Now,  what  Name  lhall  we  give  you  ? 
How  (hall  our  Rulers  be  called  ?  How 
(hall  ye  the  People  be  called?  If  we  lhall 
fpeak  the  Truth,  we  fear  it  inftruft  you 
not,    but  irritate  you  ;   yet   the  Truth 
we  muft  fpeak,  whether   ye  chufe,  or 
whether  ye  refiife.     Ye   would  all  be 
called  Chtfliam,   the  People  of  God: 
But  w$  my  not  call  you  fo,  except  we 
woultj  flatter  you,  and  deceive  you  by 
flattering,  apd  murder  you  by  deceiving.  ' 
We  would  gladly  name  you  Chriftiaas. 
in  the  Spirit,  Saints  cbofen  and  precious. 
Ob,  that  we  might  fpeak  fo  to  the  Ruler** 
and  People:  But  alas,  we  rnay  not  call 
you  fo,  except  ye  were  fo  indeed ;  we 
may  not  call  you  Chriffians,  leaft  ye  te? 
lieve  yourfelve*  to  be  jb.    And  yet  ajas. . 
ye  will  think  yourftlves  fuch,  fpeak  what' 
we  can.    Would  ye  know  your  Name 
then?  1  perceive  you  liften  to  hear  what: 
it  15.     But  understand,  that  it  is  your 
Name  before  God,  which  bears  his  Ac- 
count of  you :  What  matter  of  a  Name 
among   Men  ?    It  is-  often  a  Shadow 
without  Subftance,  a  Name  without  the 
Thing.    If  Go^i  name   you  otherwife, 
you  (hall  have  little  either   Honour  or 
Comfort  in  it :    When  Men  -blqfs  you 
and  praife  you*  if  the  Lord  reckon   thee 
among  the  Beafts  that  perifh,  are  ye 
honoured  indeed  ?  Well  then,  jiear  your 
,  Name  before  God,  what  Account  hath 
he  o(  you  ?   Ye  Rulers,  are  Rulers  ,qf 
!  Sodom,  and   ye  People,  are   People  of 
.  .Gomorrah    And  if  ye  think  this  a  Jiard 
»  Say. 
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Saying,  I  defire  you  will  notice  the  Way 
that  the  Prophet  Jjaiab  takes  to  prove 
bis  Challenge  againft  them,  and  the  fame 
may  be  alledged  againft  Rulers  and 
People  now.  We  need  no  Proof  but 
one  of  both.  See  Fer.  23.  Thy  Princes 
are  rebellious,  becaufe,  tho'  they  hear 
much  againft  their  Sins,  yet  they  ne?er 
amend  them,  they  pull  away  the  Shoul- 
der ;  if  they  hear,  yet  they  haiden  their 
Hqart.  Is  there  any  of  them  hath  fa 
too  to  pray  in  their  Families,  tho'  ear- 
nestly preffed  ?  Well,  what  follows  ? 
Every  one  loves  Gifts.  Covetoufoefs 
then  and-Oppreffion  proves  Rulers  to  be 
Rulers  of  Sodom-  Shall  their  Houfes 
ft  and,  Jbait  thou  reign,  becaufe  thou 
clofeft  thy felf  with  Cedar ;  Jer.  xxii.  15. 
No  certainly,  Men  (hall  one  Day  take 
tip  a  Proverb  againft  them  ;  Wo  to  him 
that  encreafes  that  which  is  not  his,  and 
loadeth  himfelf  with  -thick  Clay  ;  they 
(hall  be  for  Booties  to  the  Lord's  fpoil- 
crs.  Hah.  ii.  6.  Wo  to  them,  for  they 
have  confulted  Shame  to  their  Houfes, 
and  finned  againft  their  own  Soul.  Their 
Defign  is  to  eftablifh  their  Houfe,  and 
make  it  eminent,  but  they  take  a  com- 

*  pendious  Way  to  ihame  and  ruin  it. 
Alas,  it  is  too  publick  that  Rulers  feek 
their  own  Things,  for  themfelves  and 
their  Friends  ;  and  lor  Jefus  and  his 
Interefts,  they  are  not  concerned:  But 
are  ye  the  People  any  Whit  better  ?  Oh 
that  it  were  fo.  But  alas,  when  ye  aie 
involved  in  the  fame  Gwiltinefs,  I  fear 
ye  partake  of  their  Plagues.  What  are 
ye  then  ?  People  oj  Gomorrah.  Is  not 
the  Name  of  God  blafphemed  daily  be- 
caufe of  you  ?  Are  not  the  Abominations 
of  the  Gentiles  the  common  Difeaie  of 
the  Multitude,  and  the  very  Reproach 
«f  Chriftianity.    Set  apart  your  publick 

JServfce*  and  Profeffions,  and  is  there 


any  Thing  behind  in  your  Converfaiioa, 
but  Drunkenness,  Lying,  Swearings  Con- 
tention, Envy,  Deceit,  Wrath,  Coretouf 
nefr.  and  fuch  like?  Have  not  the  Mul- 
titude of  them  been  as  civil,  and  carried 
themfelves  as  blamelefly,    and    without 
Offence,   as  the  Throng  of  our   viable 
Church?  What  have  ye  more  than  they? 
It  is  true,  ye  are  called  Chriftians,  and 
ye  boaft  in  it.     Ye  know  his  WilJ,  and 
can  fpeak  of  Points  of  Religion,   can 
teach  and  inftruft  others,  and  ib.hatii 
as  it  were,  in  your  Minds  a  Form  and 
Method  of  Knowledge,  the  bed  of  you 
are  but  fuch :  But  1  ask,  u  Paul  did 
the  Jews  in  fuch  a  Cafe,    Thou  that 
teacheft  another,  teacbeft  thou  not  thy 
felf\  thou  that  makeft  a  Boaft  of  the 
Law,    through  breaking  of  it,    dijb* 
noureft  thou  God,  Rom.  ii.  17.  Qc. 
23.    Why  then,  certainly  all  thy  Pro- 
feflioa  and  Baptifm  avails  nothing,  and 
will  never  extraft  theft  from  the  Pagans, 
with  whom  thou   art  one  in  Conver- 
sation ;   thy   Profeflioft  is  fo  far  Lorn 
helping  thee  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  that  it  Aall 
be  the  moft  bitter  Ingredient  im  thy  Cup 
of  Judgment,  for  it  is  the  greateft  Ag- 
gravation of  thy  Sin,   for   through  it, 
God's  Name  u  blafphemed ;  if  they  bod 
not   known,   they  J>ad  not  bad  Sin. 
Pagan's   Sin   is  no"  Sin  in    refpeft  of 
Chrtfttans  :  If  ye  confider  Chart's  Ser- 
mon, Mat.  ».    ye  will  fay,  Ifaiab  is 
a  meek  and  moderate  Man  in  regard  of 
him ;  Ifaiab  calls  them  People  of  G* 
morrab,  but  Chrift  will  have  them  worfe, 
and  their  Judgment  more  intolerable  thai  • 
theirs.    And  that  not  only  the  profane 
of  them,  but  the  civil  and  religious  like, 
who  believed  not  in  him:   Well  then, 
here  is  the  Advantage  ye  get  of  your 
Name  of  Chriftianity,  of  your  Privilege 
of  hearing  his  Word  daily;  ye  who 
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never  ponder  it.  to  tremble  at  it,  or  to 
rejoice  in    it,  who  cannot  be    moved 
either   to  Joy    or   Grief  for    fpiritual 
Things  ;  neither  Law  nor  Gofpel  moves 
the  moft  Part  of  you.    I  fay,  here  is 
all  your  Gain,  ye  (ball  receive  a  Reward 
with  Gentiles  and  Pagans ;  yea,  ye  (hall 
be  in  a  worfe  Cafe  nor  they  in  the  Day 
of  the  Lord.    The  civil  Chriftfan  (hall 
be  worfe  than  the  prophane  Turk,  and  ye 
(hall  not  then  boaft  that  ye  were  Chrifti- 
ins,  but  (hall  defire  that  ye  had  dwelt 
in  the  Place  where  the  Gofpel  had  never 
been  preached.  It  is  a  Character  of  the 
Nations,  that  tbey  call  not  on  God,  and 
of  Heathen  Families,  that  tbeyfray  not 
to  bun,  Jer.  x.  25.  and  Wrath  muft  be 
poured  on  them.     What  then  are  the 
moft  Part  of  you?  Ye  neither  bow  a 
Knee  in  fecret,  nor  in  your  Families  to 
God,  your  Time  is  otherways  employ- 
ed, ye  have  no  Leifure  to  pray  twice  or 
thrice  a  Day  alone,  except  when  ye  put 
on  your  Cloaths  ye  utter  fome  ordinary 
Bablings ;  ye  cannot  be  driven  to  Family- 
worfhip ;  (hall  not  God  rank  you  in  Judg- 
ment with  thefe  heathen  Families?  Or 
(ball  it  not  be  more  tolerable  for  them 
nor  for  you?  And  are  not  the  moft  Part 
of  you  every  one  given  to  Covetoufnefi, 
your  Heart  and  Eye  after  it,  feeking 
Gain  and  Advantage  more  than  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven?  Doth  not  every  one 
of  you,  as  you  have  Power  in  your 
Hand,  opprefs  one  another  ?  wrong  one 
another  ?  Now,  our  End  in  fpeaking  thus 
to  you,   is  not  to  drive  you  to  Delpa- 
ration  :  No  indeed,  but  as  there  was  a 
Word  of  the  Lord  fern  to  foch  by  Ifaiab, 
fo  we  bring  a  Word  unto  you.    That 
which  ruins  you,  is  your  carnal  Confi- 
dence;  ye   are   prefumptuous    as  this 
People,   and  cry,    fbe  Temple  of  the 
Lord,  the  Work  of  the  Lord,  &c.  as  if 


thefe  would  (are  you:  Know  therefore, 
that  all  thefe  will  never  cover  you  in  the 
Day  of  Wrath  ;  know  there  is  a  Necet 
fity  to  make  Peace  with  God,  and  your 
Righteoulhefs  muft  exceed  the  Rigbte- 
oufnefs  of  a  Profeffion,  and  external  Pri* 
vileges  and  Duties,  or  elfe  ye  (hall  be 
as  far  from  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  as 
Sodom  and  Gomorrab.  We  (peak  of 
Rulers  Sins,  that  ye  may  mourn  for 
them,  left  ye  be  judged  with  them  ;  if 
ye  do  not  mourn  for  them  in  ferret; 
know  that  they  are  your  Sins,  ye  are 
Companions  with  them  :  Many  tret, 
grudge,  and  cry  out  againft  Oppreffioo. 
but  who  weeps  in  ferret?  Who  prays 
and  deprecates  God* s  Wrath,  ieaft  it  come 
upon  them?  And  while  it  is  fo,  the  Op- 
preflion  of  Rulers  becomes  the  Sin  of 
the  opprefled  themfelves. 

Hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord]  It  were 
a  fuitable  Preparation  for  any  Word  that 
is  fpokea,  to  make  it  take  Impreffion, 
if  it  were  looked  on  as  the  Word  of 
the  Lord,  and  Law  of  our  God9  And 
truly  no  Man  can  hear  aright,  unlefi  h6 
hear  it  fo.  Why  doth  not  this  Word  of  * 
the  Lord  return  with  more  Fruit  7  Why 
doth  not  Men  tremble  or  rejoice  at  it  ? 
Certainly,  becaufe  it  is  not  received  as 
God's  Word.  There  is  a  -pra&ical 
Herefy  in  our  Hearts,  which  rather  may 
be  called  Atheifm;  we  do  not  believe 
the  Scriptures.  I  do  not  fay,  Men  call 
it  in  Queftion  ;  but  I  fay,  ye  believe 
them  not.  It  is  one  Thing  to  believe 
with  the  Heart,  another  Thing  not  to 
doubt  of  it ;  ye  doubt  not  of  It,  not  be- 
caufe ye  do  indeed  believe  it,  but  becaufe 
ye  do  not  at  all  confider  it.  It  is  one 
Thing  to  coofefi  with  the  Mouth^and 
another  Thing  to  believe  witfi  the  Heart ; 
for  ye  confefs  the  Scriptures  to  be  God's 
Word,  not  becaufe  ye  believe  them,  bur 
Zu  be- 
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becaufe  ye  have  received  fuch  a  Tradi* 
tioo  from  your  Fathers,  ha?e  heard  it 
from  the  Womb  unquestioned.  Oh  that 
this  were  engraven  on  your  Heart,  that 
theft  Commands,  thefe  Curies,  theft  Pro- 
mtfi  j  are  divine  Truths,  the  Words  and 
the  Oath  of  the  holy  One.  If  every 
Word  of  Truth  came  ftamped  with  his 
Authority,  and  were  received  rn  the 
Name  of  God  himfelf,  what  Influence 
would  it  have  on  the  Spirits  and  the 
Practices  of  Men  ?  This  would  be  a  great 
Reformer,  would  reform  more  in  a 
Month,  than  Church  and  State  hath  done 
thefe  many  Years.  Why  are  Rulers  and 
People  not  converted  and  healed  for  all 
that  is  fpoken?  Here  it  is,  ff^bo  believes 
our  Report  .'Who  believes  that  our  Re- 
port is  thy  own  Teftimony,  O  Lord? 
When  Minifters  threaten  you  in  God's 
Name,  if  Ms  Authority  wfre  ftamped  on 
the  Tbreatning,  if  Men  did  ferioufly  ! 
apprehend  it  were  God's  own  Voice,  \ 
would  they  not  tremble  ?  When  the  Gof  I 
pel  and  the  joyful  Sound  comes  forth,  j 
it  ye  apprehended  that  fame  Authority  j 
upon  it,  which  ye  who  tie  convinced,  > 


believes  in  the  Law,  would  re  not  be 
comforted?  Finally,  I  may  fay,  it  is  this 
Point  of  Atheifin,  of  Inconfiderarioo  and 
Brutiftincfs  that  deftroys  the  Multirude, 
makes  all  Means  ineftAual  to  them,  and 
retards  the  Progrefs  of  Chriftians.  Men 
do  not  confider,  that  this  Word  is  the 
Word  of  the  eternal  and  true  Mad  Airhfiil 
God,  and  that  not  one  Jot  of  it  will  ftifl. 
Here  is  a  Point  of  Re/orraauon  1  would 
put  you  to;  if  ye  mind  indeed  to  re- 
form, let  this  enter  into  your  Heafts  mi 
fink  down,  that  the  Law  and  Gofpel  it 
the  Word  of  God,  and  refohre  to  come 
and  hear  Preachings  fi>,  as  the  Voice  of 
Jejus  Cbrift  the  true  and  faithful  *Piu 
nejs:  If  ye  def  not  take  it  fo  now,  ret 
God  will  judge  you  lb  at  the  End.  ££€. 
that  defpifetb  jou.  d&ifetk  me.  and 
be  tbat  bears  not  you,  bears  not  me.  If 
ye  thought  ye  had  to  do  with  God  ever/ 
Sabbath*  would  ye  come  fo  carelefly, 
and  be  fo  ftupid  and  ioconfiderare  before 
the  Judge  of  all  the  Earth :  But  ye  will 
find  in  the  End,  that  it  was  God  whom 
ye  knew  not. 
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Ifa.  i.  n;   To  what  Purpofe  is  the  Multitude  of  jour  Sa- 
crifices to  me*  faith  the  Lord*  &c. 


T^HIS  is  the    Word  he  calls  them 

*      to  hear,  and  a  ftrange  Word.     /- 

faiab  asks,  What  means  your  Sacrifices? 

God  will  not  have  ihem.    1  thtok  the 


People  would  fay  in  their  own  Hearts, 
what  means  the  Prophet?  What  would 
the  Lord  be  at?  Do  we  arjy  Thing  but 
what  be  commanded  us  Ms  be  angry* " 

us 
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us  for  obeying  him?  What  means  this 
Word?  Is  he  not  repealing  the  Statute  and 
Ordinance  he  had  made  in  IJrael?  If  he 
had  reproved  us  for  Breach  of  Com- 
mands, for  Omiffion  and  Negleft  of  Sa- 
crifices, we  would  have  taken  with  it ; 
but  what  means  this  Reproof  for  Well- 
doing? The  Lord  is  a  hard  Matter,  if  we 
negleft  "Sacrifices,  and  offer  up  the  worfl 
of  the  Flock,  be  is  angry :  If  we  have 
a  Care  of  them,  and  offer  them  punctual- 
ly, and  keep  appointed  Days  precisely, 
he  is  angry  :  What  (hall  we  do  to 
jpleafe  him?  I  think  many  of  you  are  put 
to  as  great  a  Non-plus,  when  your  Pray 
ers  and  Repentance  and  Failing  are  quar- 
reled: Do  ye  not  fay  in  your  Hearts, 
we  know  not  whit  to  dQ.  Miniftersare 
angry  at  us  if  we  pray  not,and  our  Prayers 
chey  cry  out  againft ;  they  command  us 
to  repent  and  fall,  and  yet  fay,  that  God 
will  abhor  both  thefe.  This  is  a  Myftery, 
.and  we"  (hall  endeavour  to  unfold  it  to 
you  from  the  Word.  It  concerns  us  to 
know  how  God  rs  pleafed  with  <Jur  pub- 
4ick  Services  and  Fallings :  For  the  moil 
Part  of  People  have  no  more  Religion. 
Ye  all,  1  know,  defire  co  know  what 
true  Religion  is :  Confult  the  Scriptures, 
and  fearch  them,  for  there  ye  (hall  find 
eternal  Life.  We  frame  to  ourfelves  a 
wrong  Pattern  and  Copy  of  it,  and  fo 
we  judge  ourfelves  wrong.  Our  narrow 
Spirits  do  not  take  in  the  Latitude  of  the 
Scripture's  Religion,  but  taking  in  one 
Part,  it  excludes  another,  and  thinks  God 
rigid  if  it  be  not  taken  off  our  Hand  fo. 
But  I  pray  confider  thefe  three  Things, 
which  feem  to  make  up  the  good  Old 
Way,  the  Religion  of  the  Old 'and  New 
Teftament.  ¥irfi%  Religion  takes  in  all 
the  Commands,  it  is  univerfal,  batb  Re* 
fpeft  to  all  tbe  Commandments,  Pfel. 
cxiz.  6.  It  carries  the  two  Tables  in 
both  Hands,  the  firft  Table  in  the  right 


Hand,  and  the  fecond  in  the  Left.  Thefe 
are  fo  entirely  coojoin'dUhat  if  you  receive 
not  both,  jre  cannot  receive  any  truly. 
Secondly.  It  takes  in  all  tjie  Man,  Us 
Soul  and  Spirit  as  well  as  his  Body  ;  nay, 
it  principally  iaclude*  that  which  is  Prin- 
cipal in  the  Man,  bis' Soul  and  Spirit, 
bis  Mind  and  Affections .  If  ye  divide 
thefe,  ye  have  not  a  Man  prefent  but  a 
Body ;  and  what  Fellowship  can  Bodies 
have  with  him  who  is  a  Spirit:  If  ye  di- 
vide thefe  among  themfelves,  ye  have 
not  a  Spirit  indeed  prefent :  If  the  Mind 
be  not  prefent,  furely  the  Haart  cannot, 
but  if  the  Mind  be,  and  the  Heart  away; 
Relfeibn  is  not  Religion,  but  fome  empty 
Speculation :  The  Mind  cannot  ierve  but 
by  the  Heart :  Where  the  Heart  is,  there 
a  Man  is  reckoned  to  be.  Thirdly,  It 
takes  in  Jefus  Chrift  as  all,  and  excludes 
altogether  a  Man's  fclf.  He  ivorjhips ' 
God  in  tbe  Spirit,  but  he  rejoices  not 
in  himfetf,  aad  in  his  Spirit,  but  in  Jefus 
Cbrift, -and  batb  no  Confidence  in  bint, 
felf,  or  tbe  Flejb,  Phil.  »"•  3.  8.  It  in- 
cludes the  -  Scul  and  Spirit,  and  all  the 
Commands,  but  it  denies  them  all,  and 
embraces*  Jefus  Chrift  by  Faith,  as  the. 
only  Objeft  of  glorying  into,  and  truft- 
tng  into.  All  a  Man's  Self  becomes 
Drofi  in  this  Confederation-  Now  the 
firft  of  thefe  is  drawn  from  the  laft, 
therefore  it  appears  /.rft;  I  fay,  an  En- 
deavour in  walking  in  every  Thing  com* 
manded,  of  conforming  our  "Way  to  the 
prefent  Rule  and  Pattern,  is  a  Stream 
flowing  from  the  pure  Heart  within :  A 
Man's  Soul  aad  AfTeaions  muft  once  be 
purified,  or  it  feuds  out  fuch  Streams  in 
Conversion.  And  from  wheoce  doth 
that  pure  Heart  come  ?  Is  it  the  Fountain 
and  Original  ?  No  certainly,  tbe  Heart 
ts  defptrately  wicked  above  all  Jbings 
and  how  will  it  cleanfe  itfelf  ?  But  this 
Purity  proceeds  from  another  Fountain, 
Zzzs  fon 
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from  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift :  Add  it  is 
this  thtt  lies  neareft  the  uncreated  Foun- 
tain, Chrift  himfdf ;  it  is  the  moft  imme- 
diate Conduit,  the  Mouth  of  the  Fountain, 
or  the'  Bucket  to  draw  out  of-  the  deep 
Weils  of  Salvation:  All  thefe  are  con- 
joined in  this  Order,  i  fim.i.  5.  fbe 
End  of  the  Command  is  Love.  Ye 
know  Love  is  faid  elfewhere  to  be  the 
fulfilling  of  the  Law :  And  when  we  fay 
Love,  we  mean  all  Duties  to  God  and 
Man,  which  Love  ought  immediately  to 
principle.  Now  this  Love  proceeds 
from  a  pure  Heart,  deanfed  and  fcnfti- 
tied,  which  pure  Heart  proceeds  from 
Faith  unfeigned.  So  then,  we  muft  go 
up  in  our  Searching  from  external  Obedi- 
ence all  alongs,  till  we  arrive  at  the  in- 
ward Fountain  of  Chrift  dwelling  in  us 
.  by  Faith:  And  then  have  ye  found  true 
Religion  indeed.  Now,  ye  may  think 
poffibly,  we  have  ufed  too  much  Cir- 
cumlocution: What  is  all  this  to  the  pre- 
lent  Purpofc?  Yes,  very  much.  Ye  (hall 
find  the  Lord  reje&ng  this  People's  pub- 
lick  Worihip  and  foiemn  Ordinances  upon 
thefe  three  Grounds,  either  they  did  not 
join  with  them  the  OUervatkm  of  weigh* 
tier  Commands,  or  they  did  not  worihip 
Urn  in  them'with  their  Spirits,  had  not 
Souls  prefent,  or  they  knew  not  the  End 
and  Ufc  for  whichGod  had  appointed  thefe 
Sacrifices  and  Ceremonies,  they  did  not  fee 
to  the  End  of  all,  which  was  Jefus  Chrift. 
ffrft  then,  I  fay,  the  People  was  much 
in  external  Sacrifices  and  Ceremonies, 
.commanded  of  God,  but  they  were  igno- 
rant of  die  End  of  his  Commands,  and 
of  the  Ufe  of  them :  Ye  know  in  them- 
felres  they  had  no  Goodneft,  but  only  in 
relation  to  fuch  an  End  as  be  pleafed 
tbey  Ihould  lead  to ;  but  they  flayed  upon 
the  Ceremony  and  Shadow,  and  were 
not  ltd  to  ufe  it  as  a  Meant  for  iuch  an 


End ;  and  fo,  tho'  they  fancied  that  they 
obeyed,  and  pleafed  God,  yet  real/y  they 
wholly  perverted  his  Meaning  and  In- 
tention in  the  Command  ;  therefore  doth 
the  Lord  plead  with  them  Jn  this  Place 
for  their  Sacrificing,  as  if  it  had  been 
Murder.    They  ufed  to  objeft  bis  Com. 
mands.    What,   fays  the  Lord,    did  I 
command  thefe  Things?    Who  required 
them?  Meaning  certainly,  who  required 
them  for  fuch  an  End,  to  take  away 
your  Sin  ?  who  required  them  but  as  a  * 
Shadow  of  theSubftance  to  come?  Who 
required  them  but  u  Sign*  of  that  Lamb 
and  Sacrifice  to  be  offered  up  in  the 
Fuloefi  of  Time?  And  fbrafinucb  u  ye 
paft  over  all  thefe,  and  think  to  pleafo 
me  with  the  external  Ceremony,   Was 
that  ever  my  Intent  or  Meaning?  Cer- 
tainly ye  have  faded  a  new  Law  of 
your  own,  I  never  gave  fuch  a  Law ;  * 
therefore  it  is  fiud,  Pfal.  I.  13.  God 
pleads  juft  after  this  Manner,  twill  led 
the  Flejb  of  Bulls,  or  drink  the  Blood 
of  Goats*  &c.  and  Hkab  vi.  7.  fttli 
the  Lor  4  be  pleafed  vdtb  fbmtfhmds  of 
Hams,  or  with  ten  Iboufands  of  Rivers 
of  Oil*  He  who  hath  no  Pleafinre  in  fio- 
ful  Men,  what  Pleafure  can  he  have  in 
Beafts?  Therefore,  it  was  to  figniry  to 
them,  (who  thought  God  would  be  pleaf- 
ed with  them  for  their  Offering,)   that 
he  could  not  endure  them  ;  it  was  worfe 
to  him  to  offer  him  fuch  a  Recompence, 
than  if  tbey  had  done  none  at  all .-  He 
is  only  well  pleafed  in  his  well-beloved 
Son ;  and  when  they  feparate  a  Lamb  or 
a  Bullock  from  the  well-beloved,  what 
was  it  to, him  more  nor  a  Dags  Heck 
or  Swine's  Ftejb*  It  was  his  Creature, 
as  thefe  are,  and  no  more,  Ifa.  Uvi.  j% 
Now  that  they  looked  never  beyond  the 
Ceremonies,  it  is  evident,  becaufe  they 
boafted  in  them,  tbey  ufed  to  find  out 
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thefe  ar  a  Remedy  of  their  Sins,  and  a 
Mean  to  pacify  God's  Wrath,    Micab 
vi.  6.  Paul  bears  witnefi  of  it,  *  Cor. 
xiii.  14.     Mofes  ha  J  a  Vail  of  Ceremo- 
nies over  his  Face*  and  the  Children  of 
lfracl  could  not  ftedfaftly  look  to  the  End 
of  that  Myftery,  Chrift  Jeliis,  but  their 
Minds  were  blinded,   and  is  fo  to  this 
Day  in  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures :  And 
this  Vail  of  Hardnefs  of  Heart  (hall  be 
done  away  when  Chrift  returns  them  a« 
gain.     Now,  1  fay,  it  is  juft  fo  with  us, 
there  was  never  a  People  liker  other  nor 
we  are  like  the  Jews:  Wehavemaqjr 
external  Ordinances*  Preaching,  Hearing, 
Baprifm,  Cbmmdhion,  Reading,  Singing, 
Praying  in  Publick,  extroardinary  Solem- 
nities of  Faffing  and  ThankJgiving,  Works 
of  Difcipline  and  Government,    publick 
Reproof  to  Sinners,  Confeflions  and  Abfo- 
lutioos.    What  would  ye  think  if  we 
fliould  change  the  Terms  of  Sacrifices 
and  new  Moons,  and  fpeak  all  this  rotyou? 
To  what  Purpofe  is  the  Multitude  of 
-your  Farts  and  Feafts,  of  your  Preachings 
and  Communions,  of  your  praying  in  fe- 
cret,  and  in  your  Families,  of  Confe- 
rence and  Prayer  with  others,  of  running 
to  and  fro  to  hear  Preaching,  to  partake 
of  the  Lord's  Table?  I  am  full  of  them, 
I  delight  not  in  them :  When  ye  come 
here  on  the  Sabbath,  who  required  at 
your  Hand  to  tread  my  Courts  ?  Come 
no  rau:c  to  hear  the  Word,  run  no  more 
after*  Communions,  feek  no-  more  Bap- 
tifm  to  your  Children,  call  no  more  fo- 
kmn  AiTemblies,  it  is  all  Iniquity.    Oh 
(ay  ye  that  is  a  ftrange  Preaching  indeed, 
muft  we  pray  no  more ?  hear  no  more? 
fing  no'  more  ?  Did  not  God  command 
thefe?  why  do  ye  difcharge  them?  We 
do  not  mean  lb,  that  thefe  (hould  not  be, 
but  they  mould  be  in  another  Way :  All 
thefe  want  the  Soul  and  Life  of  them, 


-which  is  Jefus  Chrift  in  them.    Do  ye 
not  think  yourfelves  religious,  becaufe  ye 
frequent  thefe  ?  The  Multitude  of  the 
People  think  that  thefe  pleafe  God.  and  pa- 
cify his  Wrath :  Ye  have  no  other  Thing 
in  your  Mind  but  thefe.    If  ye  can  auain 
any  Sorrow  or  Grief  for  Sin,  or  any  Tears 
to  fignify  it,  prefently  you  abfolve  your* 
felves  for  your  Repentance.    The  lean-  - 
dalous  who  appear  in  Publick,  thinks  the 
paying  of  a  Penalty  to  the  Judge,  and 
bowing  the  Knee  before  the  Congregati- 
on. fatufiesGod.    Ye  mifs  noticing  when 
ye  have  thefe :  I  fpeak  to  the  Profeflbrs  of 
Religion  alfo,  win  pretend  to  more  Know* 
ledge  than  others,  when  ye  have  gone  a- 
bout  fo  many  Duties,  ye  are  well  fiuisfied  if 
ye  get  Liberty  in  them :  If  ye  can  iatisfy 
yourfelves,  ye  doubt  net  of  Gods  Satis-, 
faction ;  and  if  ye  do  not  fatisfy  yourfelves. 
in  your  Duties,  ye  cannot  believe  Us  Satis- 
faction. Ye  get  the  Ordinance,  and  mi/s 
nothing.    Now,  I  fay,  in  all  this  ye  do 
not  reach  to  the  End  of  this  Miniftry. 
Jejus  Cbrifi,  yt  do  not  fted&ftly  behold 
him,  to  empty  yourfelves  in  his  Bofom, 
to  turn  over  all  the  Unrig|hteoulbefs  of 
your  holy  Things  upon  him  who  bears 
it ;  that  which  plealeth  you,  is  not  be  m 
whom  tbe  Father  is  well  fleajed,  but 
the  Meafure  of  your  own  Duty.    Of 
the  eftabliftung  of  our  own  Righteoulhefs 
is  the  Ruin  of  tbe  vifible  Church:  This 
is  the  grand  Idol,  and  all  Sacrifice  to  it. 
Know  therefore,  that  the  moft  Part  of 
your  Performances  are  Abomination  and 
Iniquity,  becaufe  ye  have  lb  much  Con- 
fidence in  them,  and  put  them  not  upon 
Chrift  as  filthy  Rags,  or  do  not  cover 
them  with  his  RighteoufoeG,  as  well  as 
your  Wickedneft.    I  know  ye  will  f«y% 
that  ye  are  not  fatisfied  with  them,  and 
that  is  ftill  the  Matter  of  your  Exercifc 
WeU»  I  affirm!   ia  tbe  Lord's  Name, 
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from  that  Ground,  that  ye  have  Confi- 
dence in  them,  for  if  your  Diffidence  and 
Difquietnefs  arife  from  ii9  your  Confi- 
dence and  Peace  muft  comrfrom  it  aJfo. 
If  there  any  almoft  that  -maintains  Faith, 
except  when  their  own  Conditions  -pleafe 
them  well ;  and  that  Faith  I  may  call  no 
Faith,  at  lead  not  pure  and  cleanly  en- 
tire Faith.  As  for  the  Multitude  of  you, 
you  muft  know  thh.  that  God  is  not 
pkafed  with  your  Prayers  and  Fafting, 
and  Hearing,  £jc. -becaufe  ye 'have  fuch 
an  Efteem  of  them,  becaufe  ye  can  fettle 
yourfelves  againft  all  Threatnings,  and 
never  once  remember  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or 
confide  r  the  End  of  his  Coming  into 
the  World ;  becaufe  ye  find  no  Neceffity 
of  Pardon  for  your  Prayers  and  Righte- 
tiufnefs,  but  ftretches  the  Garment  of 
thefe  over  the  Uncleannefs  of  your  Prac- 
tices: What  Delight  hath  the  Lord  in 
them,  when  they  are  put  in  his  Son's 
Place?  Will  he  not  be  jealous  that  his 
Son's  Glory  be  not  given  to  another  ? 

In  the  Second  Place,  the  Lord  rejetfs 
their  Performances,  becaufe  there  was 
nothing  but  a  mere  Shadow  of  Service, 
and  no  worlhipping  of  God  in  the  Spi- 
rit. Ye  know  what  Chrift  faith,  God  is 
a  Spirit,  aifd  be  that  worjbips  bim  muft 
do  it  in  Spirit  and  Vrutb,  John  iv.  24. 
It  is  the  Heart  and  Soul  that  God  delights 
into,  Mj  Son  give  me  tby  Heart,  for  if 
ihou  give  not  thy  Heart,  I  care  for  no- 
thing elfe.  The  Heart  is  the  whole  Man. 
What  a  Mans  Affeftion  is,  that  he  is. 
Light  is  not  fo,  it  brings  not  the  Man  a- 
longswith  it:  Chrift  Jefiis  hath  given 
himfelf  for  us,  and  he  requires  that  we 
offer  ourfelves  to  Km:  If  we  offer  a 
Body  to  frequent  his  Houfe.  our  Feet  to 
tread  in  his  Courts,  our  Ears  to  hear  his 
Word,  what  cares  he  for  it,  as  long 
as  the  Soul  doth  not  offer  fofelf  up  in 


Prayer  or  Hearing.     And  this  was  the 
Sin  of  this  People,  If  a.  xiiz.  13.  Thej 
draw  near  with  tbe  £Jps%  and  their 
Heart  is  far  from  the  Lord,     Now 
are  net  we  their  Children,  and  hare  Sx* 
ceeded  to  this  ?    Is  -Aere  any  Thing  al- 
moft in  our  publick  Services,  bur  whit  is 
Public k?  Is  there  any  Thing  bur  whu  is 
feen  of  Men?  Ye  come  to  hear,  ye  tit 
and  hear,  and  is  <bm  any  more?  The 
moft  Pan  hare  their  Minds  wandering, 
no  Thoughts^prefent ;  for  your  Thoughts 
are  removed  about  your  Barns  and  Corns, 
or.  fome  Bufinefsin  your  Head;  and  if 
any  hare  their  Thoughts   prefent,   yet 
where  are  AffeAions,  which  are  the  Soul 
and  Sprit  of  Religion,  without  which 
it  is  00  true  F'ire  but  wild  Fire,  if  it  be 
not  both  burning  *nd  (hiring.    Are  ye 
ferious  in  thefe  Ordinances?  Or  rather, 
are  ye  not  more  ferious  in  any  Thing 
befide?  And  now,  efpedally,  when  God's 
Providence  calls  you  to  carneft  Thoughts, 
when  it  cries  to  all  Men  u>  enter  into 
Confideratton  of  their  own  Ways.     I 
pray  you,  »  there  any  Soul  Affliction  in 
your  Fafts  even  for  a  Day?  Is  there  any 
real  Grief  or  Token  of  it?  Not  a  Faft 
in  Scripture  without  weeping :  We  have 
keept  many,  and  have  never  advanced  fo 
far.    Shall  the  Lord-theb  be  pacified? 
Will  not  his  Soul  abhor  them?  How  (hall 
they  appeafe  him  for  your  other  Provo- 
cations, when  they  are  as  Oil   to  the 
Flame,  to  increafe  his  Indignation  ?  The 
moft  Part  of  Chriftians  are  guilty  here: 
We  ccme  to  the  Ordinances,  as  it  were. 
to  difcharge  a  Cuftom,  and  perform  a 
Ceremony,  that  we  may  have  it  to  fay 
to  our  Conference  that  it  is  done,  and 
there  is  no  more!  Intent  and   Furpofe. 
We  do  not  feek  to  have  Soul-communion 
with  God :  We  come  to  Sermon  to  hear 
fome  new  Thing,  or  new  Truth,  or  new 
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Faihion  of  it ;  to  learn  a  notional  Ex- 
perience of  Cafes: -But  alas,  this  is  not 
the  great  Purpofe  and  Ufe  of  theft  Things; 
it  is  to  have  fome  new  Senfe  of  thefe 
Things  we  know:  We  know  already, 
but  we  fliould  come  to  get  the  Truth 
more  received  in  our  Love,  to  fcrve  God 
in  our  Spirits,  and  to  return  to  him  our 
felves  in  a  Sacrifice  acceptable.  This  is 
tiie  greater  half,  if  not  the  whole  of  Re- 
ligion, Love  to  Jcfus  Chrift  who  loved 
us,  and  living  to  him,  becaufe  he  died  for 
us,  and  living  to  him  becaule  we  Jove 
•  him.  Now,  all  our  Ordinances," and  Du- 
ties (houkJ  be  Channels  to  carry  our 
Love  to  him,  and  Occafions  of  venting 
.  bur  AfFe&ions. 

Thirdly, The  Lord  reje&ed  this  People's 
Services,  becaule  they  were  |exa£t  j[and 
punctual  in  them,  and  negle&ed  other 
Parts  of  his  Commandments;,  and  this 
k  dearly  exprefled  here,  I  will  not  bear 
your  Prayers,  tho  there  be  many  of 
them:  Why?  Tour  Hands  are  full  of 
Blood.  Ye  come  to  worfhip  me,  and 
pray  to  me,  and  yet  there  are  many  A- 
bominations  in  your  Converfation,  jrbkh 
you  continue  in,  and  do  not  challenge  in 
your  felves.  Ye  have  unclean  Hands,  and 
(hall  your  Prayers  be  accepted,  which 
ftiould  come  up  with  pure  Hands?  They 
took  his  Covenant  in  their  Mouth,  and  .of- 
fered many  Sacrifices,  but  what  have  ye  to 
do  with  thefe  Things  (faith  the  Lord)(ince 
ye  hate  to  be  reformed,  unce  ye  hate  per- 
gonal Reformation  of  your  Lives,  and  io 
your  Families  ?  What  have  ye  to  do  to 
profefsio  be  my  Peqple,  Yfal.  1.  id,  17? 
The  Lord  requires  anUniverfalhy,  if  ye 
would  prove  Sincerity :  If  ye  have  re- 
fpeft  to  any  of  his  Commands,as  his  Com- 
mands, then  will  ye  refpeft  all.  Jf  ye 
be  partial,  and  chufe  one  Duty  that  is 
eafy,  and  refufe  another  harder,  ye  will 


come  to  the  Church  and  hc^ar.  but  ye  will- 
not  pray  ac  Home  :  Ye  will -fall  in  .Pub* 
i«ck,  but  not  in  Private :  Then,  fays  tbe 
Lord,  yt  do  not  at  all  obey  me,  but  your 
own  Humour ;  ye  do  not  at  all  fall  unto 
me,  but  unto  yourfelves:  As  much  as 
your  ImereA  lies  in  a  Duty,,  fo  much 
are  ye  carried  to  it.  And  I  take  this  to 
be  the  Reaibn  why  many  are  fo  eage* 
in  purfuing  publick  Ordinances,  following 
Communions,    tod    Conferences    with 
God's  People,  ready  to  pray  in  Publick 
rather  than  alone.   If  ye  would  follow 
them  into  their  fecret  Chamber,  how  much' 
Indiflferency  is  there  ?   how  great  Infre- 
quency,   how    Utde    Fervency  ?     Well 
(fays  tbe  Lord)  did  ye  pray  to  me  wherf 
ye  prayed  among  others?  No,  ye  prayed 
either  to  yourfelves,  or  the  Company,  or 
both. .  Did  ye  feek  me  in  1  Communi- 
on? Ho,faitb  tbe  Lord,  ye  fbught  not 
me,  but  yourfelves:  If  ye  fought  me  in- 
deed with  others,  ye  would  be  as  earneft. 
if  not  more,  to  feek  me  alone,  Xecb; 
Hi.  6;    And  again,  the  Lord  especially 
requires,  the-weigbtier  Matters  of  the  Law 
to  be  considered,  as  it  was  among  the 
Jews,  their  Ceremonies  were  command- 
ed, and  fo  good,  but  they  were  not  fo 
much  good  in  themfelves/   as  becaufe" 
they  were  Means  appointed  for  another 
End  and  Ufe.    But  the  moral  Law  was* 
binding  in  itfelf,  and  good  in  irfelf/  with- 
out relation  to  another  Thing ;  and  there- 
fore Chrift  lays  this  heavy  Charge  to 
the  Fharifees,y*  tithe  Mint  and  ^innife% 
Mat.  xxhi.  23.  Wo  untojou,  for  yf  fie- 
gleft  tbe  weightier  Matters  of  tbe  Law, 
Judgment,  Mercy  and  Faith,  tbefe  ye 
ought  to  have  done,  and  not  left  tbe 
other  undone.    Are  there  not  many  who 
would  think  it  a  great  Fault  to  flay  away 
rrcfm  the  Church  on  the  Sabbath  or  Week 
Day,  and  yet  will  not.  flick  to  (wear,  to 
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drink  oftep,  Wo  unto  you,  for  ye  ft  rain 
at  a  Gnat,  and  fmallow  a  Camel* 
therefore  are  the  Prophets  full  of  thefe 
Expoftulatioqp.    The  People  feeraed  to 
make  Confidence  of  Ceremonies  and  ex- 
ternal Ordinances,  but  they  did  not  order 
their     Convention    aright  ;    they    did 
not  execute  Judgment,   arid  relieve  the 
opprefled,  did  not  walk  foberly.  did  not 
mortify  finful  Lulls,  ©fr.    Alas,  we  de- 
ceive ourfelves  with  the  Notfe  of  a  Co- 
venant, and  a  Caufe  of  God  ;  we  cry  it 
up  as  an  Antidote  againft  all  Evils,  ufe  it 
as  a  Charm,  wen  as  the  Jews  did  their 
Temple ;  and,  in  the  mean  Time,  we  da 
not  care  how  we  walk  before  God,  or 
with  our  Neighbours:  Well,  (thus  faith 
die  Lord)  Truft  ye  no}  in  lying  Words, 
Jer.  vii.  4,  5,  6.    If  Drunkennefs  reign 
among  you,  if  Fflthinefs,  Swearing,  Op- 
predion,  Cruelty  reign  among  you,  jour 
Covenant  is  but  a>Ly,  all  your  Profcf- 
fions  are  but  lying  Words,  and  (hall  ne- 
ver keep  you  in  your  inheritances  and 
Dwellings*    The  Lord  tells  you  what  HI 
requires  of  you,  //  it  not  to  do  jujlly, 
cnd*omik  humbly  with  God,  Mic.  ri.  7. 
This  is  that  wfakh  the  Grace  of  God 
teaches,   To    deny    VngodRneff    and 
worldly  Lufts,  and  to  live  foberly,  rigb- 
teoufy,  and  godly  towards  your  God, 


11,  is.  and  this  he  prefers  to  your  puK 
lick  Ordinances,  you*  rafting,  covenant* 
ing,  preaching,  and  fuch  like.  Is  not  Ah 
to  know  me   (faith  the  Lord)  Jer*  xxii. 

15,16.    You  think  you  know<2od,  when 
you  can  difcourfe  -well  of  Religion,  and 
entertain  Conferences  of  pradkal  Cafes : 
You  think  it  is  Knowledge  to  understand 
Preachings  and  Scripture :  But  thus  faith 
the  Lord,  to  dojuftly  to  all  Men,  /# 
walk  humbly  towards  God9  to  watk  Jb> 
berly  in  yourfehes,  is  more  real  Know- 
ledge of  God,  than  all  the  Volumes  of 
Doctors  contain,  or  the  Heads  of  Pro* 
feflbrs.    Is  this  Knowledge  of  God  to 
have  a  long  flouriftring  Difcourfe  contain* 
ing  much  Religion  in  it?  Alas  no;  to  do 
juftly,  to  opprefc  none,  to  pray  more  in 
fecret,  to  walk  humbly  and  foberly,  this 
it  to  know  the  Lord.    Praftice  is  real 
Knowledge  indeed,  is  argues,  thai  what  a 
Man  knows,  he  receives  in  Love,  that 
the  Truth  hath  a  deep  Impreflion  on  she 
Heart,  that  the  light  Jhines  into  the 
Heart,  to  tnflame.it.  What  is  KnowJedjge 
before  God?  As  much  as  principles  A£ 
feftion  and  Aftkm,  as  much  as  hath  In- 
fluence on  yoor  Converfanons:  If  you  do 
not,  and  love  not  wb^t  you  know,  h 
that  to  know  the  Lord?  Shall  not  your 
Knowledge*  be  a  Teftimony  againft  your 


your  Neighbour  and  yowfelf,  Tit. ii.  Praftice,  and  no  more? 
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Ifa.  i.  1 6.    Walk  ye,  make  you  clean,  put  away  the  Evil  of 
your  Doings  froip  tyfore  mine  Eyes  5  ceafe  to  do  E- 
<oih  &c. 


IP  we  would  have  a  Sum  of  pure  and 
uodefiled  Religion,  here  it  is  fet 
down  in  Oppofiiion  to  this  People's  Sha- 
dow of  Religion,  that  confifted  in  exter- 
nal Ordinances  and  Rites.  We  -think 
that  God  (hould  be  as  well  pleafed  with 
our  Service  as  we  ourfelves,  therefore 
we  chufe  his  Commands  which  our  Hu- 
mour hath  no  particular  Antipathy  again/I, 
and  refufe  others.  But  the  Lord  will 
not  be  fo  ferved :  As  he  will  not  (hare 
with  the  World,  and  divide  the  Soul  and 
Service  of  Man  with  Creatures,  fo  as 
Mammon  (hould  gee  Pan,  and  he  his, 
part.  No,  if  we  chufe  the  one.  we  muft 
refufe  the  other;  for  fo  will  he  not 
fuffer  his  Word  and  Commands  to  be 
divided ;  there  mud  be  forne  Univerfali- 
ty  in  refpelt  of  the  Golpel  and  the  Law, 
and  a  Conjunction  of  theft  two,  or  we 
cannot  pleafe  him. 

If  Religion  do  not  include  the  Gofpel, 
we  are  yet  upon  the  old  Covenant  of 
Works,  according  to  which,  none  can  be 
juftified.  If  it  do  not  include  the  Law  in 
the  Hands  of  a  Mediator,  then  we  turn 
the  Grace  of  God  unto  Wantonnefs. 
If  it  (hut  out  Jefus  Chrift  and  have  no 
Ufe  of  him,  how  can  either  we  or  our 


Performances  ftand  or  be  accepted  before 
his  holy  Eyes.  If  it  exclude  the  Law 
that  Chrift  came  to  eftabliih,  bow  can  he 
be  pleafed  with  our  Religion:  Both  of 
tbefe  offer  an  Indignity  to  die  Son  of  God. 
The  Sum  then  of  Chriftian  Religion  is 
Believing  and  Sanftification  of  the  Spirit 
unto  Obedience ;  that  is,  the  Root  and 
Fountain,  this  is  the  Fruit  and  Stream ; 
Juftification  of  our  Perfoni,  and  SanAt> 
ficarion  of  our  Lives  and  Hearts,  fbis 
is  pure  ReUpon  and  undefiled.  And 
therefore  Ifmab  hyu  Wafb  you,  make 
you  clean,  cleanfe  in  the  only  true  Foun- 
tain of  Chrift's  Blood*  It  is  not  your 
Purifications  of  the  Law,  jrour  man/ 
Waitings  with  Water  and  Hyfop  ;  It  is 
not  the  Blood  of  Butts  and  Goats 
can  purge  jour  Cottfciences  from  dead 
Works:  They  do  but  purify  your  Flefh,. 
but  cannot  wafli  your  Souls,  worfe  de- 
filed. This  Blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  that 
dean  Water  that  he  muft  fprinkle  on  you. 
if  you  would  be  clean.  If  you  take  any 
other  Water,  any  other  RighteouJhefs  but 
Us,  and  wa(h  thyfelf  therewith,  fyppofeit 
be  Snow  Water  that  watheth  cleaned,  thy 
moft  eiaft  Convention;  yet  be  mil 
plunge  tbee  in  tbe  Mire,  tiUtbj  own 
A  a  a  a  Ctoatbi 
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Cloatbs  abhor  thee,    Job  ix.   30,   31. 
Now,  when  you  have  waihed  your  Per-  ; 
£;ns,  ye  need  not  Jave  to  wajb  your  j 
Feet,  (fays  Chrift)  your  daily  Converfa-  ! 
lion,  reform  it  in  the    Virtue   of  that  i 
Blood,  for  we  are  not  called  to  Unclean-  \ 
i:efs  but  unto  Holinefs ;  and  therefore, 
Fut  away  the  Evil  of  your  DobtgstStc. 
(Sod  hath  put   away    the  Guilt  of  your 
Doings  by  Justification,  now  put  ye  away 
u.?  Evil  of  your  Doings  by  Sanftification, 
i$[\    And  if  ye  would  know  what  Sane* 
tilication  is,  Ceafe  to  do  Evit\   do  not 
reiurn  to  the  did  Puddle  to  wallow  in  it. 
Ye  that  are  eleanfed  by  this  Blood,  O  ! 
think  how  unbefceming  it  is  to  you,  to 
defile  yourfelvcs  agiin  with  thefe  Things 
ye  are  cleanfed  from :  But  now,  learn 
to  do  well.     Ye  are  given  up  to  Chrift, 
ye  muft  be  his  Difciples,  and  he  will 
teach  you :  Learn  of  me,  faith  Chrift, 
you  need  no  other  Law  almoft  but  his 
Example;  he  is  a  vifible  and  fpeaking 
Law,  yctfeek  Judgment ;  As  ye  ought 
to  look  on  my   Example,  fo  efpecially 
ponder  that  Word  and  Rule  of  Practice 
and  Behaviour  that  I  have  left  behind 
me,  and  given  out  as  the  Law-giver  of 
the  redeemed.     Have  I  redeemed  you ; 
and  mould   not  I  be  the  redeemed  and 
canforaed  one's  King  ?  Is  there  any  Soci- 
ety in  the  World  wants  a  Law,  Order, 
arid    Government  ?     Neither    muft  ye 
who  are  delivered  from  Bondage,    en- 
i ranchifed  and  made  free  indeed.     Now, 
ye  mould  of  ail  Men  moft  live  by  a 
Law.    And  when  ye  know  that  Rule, 
then  apply  it  to  your  feveral  Vocations 
and  Callings :  Let  the  Magistrate  aft  ac- 
cording to  it,  and  every  Man  according 
to  it:  Religion  confifts  not  in  a  general 
Notion,  but  condefcends  to  our  particular 
Practice,   to  reform   it.     You  fee  then 
what  we  would  prefc  upon  your  Consci- 


ences,    it  is  true    Religion    that    we 
would  have  you  perfuaded  unto.      All 
Men  have  fane  Kind  of  Religion,  era 
Heathens  who  worfhip   Idols;    but  the 
true  Religion  refpefts  the  true  and  living 
God.     Now,  what  is  it   to  worfhip  the 
true  and  living  God  ?  What  is  the  Serrice 
of  him  that  may  be  called  Religion  in- 
deed ?  Should  we  be  the  Prefcrircrs  of 
it  ?  No  certainly,  he  mull  carve  folWy  in 
that,  or  elfe  it  cannot  plcafe  him ;  there- 
fore to  the  Lmw  and  to  the  tfeftimotty  : 
If  ye  fpeak  not  according  to  this,  and  wor- 
ihip  not  according  to  this  Word  of  God, 
it  is  becauie  there  is  no  Light  into  you. 
Ye  may  have  a  Religion  before  Men  pure 
and  undefiled,  but  if  it  be  not  Co  before 
God  and  the  Father.  1  pray  you  to  whit 
Purpofe  is  it  ?  I  am  fure  it  11  all  loft  La- 
bour, nay,  it  is  Labour  with  Loft,  inftead 
of  Gain.    O  that  ye  were  perfuaded  to 
look  and  fearch  the  Scriptures:  Think 
ye  to  have  eternal  life  out  of  them  ?  and 
think  ye  to  have  eternal  Lift  by  rhenu 
who  do  not  labour  to  know  the  Wzy  of 
it  fet  down  there?  Every  cue  of  you 
have  a  different  Model  of  Relgion,  ac- 
cording to  your  Fancies  and  Breedings 
■according  as  your  tufts  will  fiiffer  you. 
The  Rule  that  the  moft  Part  walk  by  is 
the  Courfe  and  Example  of  the  World, 
Is  not  this  Darknels,  and  groft  Darknels? 
Others  model  their  Dudes  according  id 
their  Ability ;  they  will  do  all  they  cm 
do  with  Eafe,  and  without  troubfiig  theo- 
feives,  and  ibey  think  God  may  be  well 
pleafed  with  that.    I  pray  you  cuqfrkr 
and  hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  aoAnr 
of  your  God:   Hath  he  let  down  here 
the  Rule  and  perfect  Pattern  of  true  Re- 
ligion, and  will  ye  never  fo  much  own  iu 
as  to  examine  yours  according  to  it? 
The  Scriptures  are  the  Toucb-Aooe  i  tf 
you  would  not  have  *  counterfoil  RtB& 
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on  deceiving  you  in  (he  End  when  ye 
have  trufted  to  it,  l.pray  you  try  it  by 
the  Word  of  God.  Oh  that  this  Prin- 
ciple were  once  funk  into  your  Hearts,  I 
may  not  walk  at  random,  if  I  pleafe  my 
felf,  and  fatisfy  my  own  Will,  if  that  be 
not  alio  God's  Will,  I  (hall  have  neither 
Gain  nor  Comfort  of  it ;  his  Will  is  ma- 
nifested in  his  Word,  I  will  fearch  and 
find  what  God  hath  required  of  me ;  for 
if  I  be  uncertain  of  his  Will,  1  may  be 
doing  all  my  Days,  and  fweating  out  my 
Life,  and  yet  lofe  my  Pains  and  Oil.  I 
fay  this  Word  of  the  Lord  that  Jfaiab 
calls  to  the  Prople  to  hear,  Per.  10. 
will  at  Length  judge  you.  Tour  Religion 
will  be  tried  in  the  Day  of  Accounts  ac- 
cording to  it,  not  according  to  your 
Rules  and  Methods  ye  have  prefcribeJ 
unto  yourfelves.  Now,  if  ye  in  the  mean 
Time  (hall  judge  yourfelves  according  to 
another  Rule,  and  abfolve  yourfelves, 
and  in  the  End  God  (hall  judge  you  ac- 
cording to  this  Word,  and  condemn  you, 
were  ye  not  Fools  in  neglefting  this  Word. 
The  whole  Will  of  Gocf  concerning 
your  Duty  may  be  iummed  up  in  two ; 
John  hath  one  of  them,  i  Jo.  iii.  23. 
jind  this  is  bis  Commandment  that  we 
Jbouid  believe  on  the  Name  of  bis  Son 
Jefus  Cbrift)  and  love  one  another,  as 
be  gave  us  Commandment :  And  Paul 
hath  another  to  the  fbeffalomans,  1  <tbef. 
i  v.  3 .  STW  is  tbe  WUl  of  God,  even  your 
San&ification.  And  theft  two  make  up 
this  Text,  fo  that  it  unites  both  Gofpel 
and  Law.  The  Commandment  of  the 
Law  comes  forth,  and  it  is  found  tlltt 
we  have  broken  and  are  guilty,  that  we 
cannot  anfwer  for  one  of  a  Thouland : 
The  Law  entering  makes  Sin  abound ; 
our  Inability,  yea  Impoffibility  of  Obedi- 
ence is  more  difcovered:  Well  then,  the 
•Gofpel  proclaims  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 


for  the  Saviour  of  Sinners,  and  commands 
qs  under  Pain  fcf  Damnation  to  believe 
in  him,  to  caft  out  Souls  on  him,  as  one 
able  to  (ave,  as  one  who  hath  obeyed 
the  Law  for  us  :  So  that  this  Command 
of  believing  in  Chrift  is  anlwerable  to 
all  the  Breaches  of  the  La#,  and  tends 
to  make  them  up  in  Chrift.  When  he 
proclaimed  the  Law  on  Mount  Sinai 
with  Terror,  that  which  ye  hear  expreft 
is  not  lis  firft  Commandment*  which  ye 
are  in  the  firft  Inftance  to  obey*  for  all 
thefe  we  hive  broken ;  but  it  hath  a  Gof 
pel  Command  in  its  Bofom,  it  leads  to 
jefus  Chrift ;  and  if  ye  could  read  the 
Mind  of  God  in  it,  ye  Would  rcfolve  all 
thefe  Commands  which  comdemn  you 
and  curfe  you,  into  one  Command  of 
believing  in  the  Son,  that  ye  may  be 
faved  from  that  Condemnation :  And  if 
ye  obey  this  Command,  which  isfais  laft 
Command,  and  moft  perempuyy,  then 
are  the  Breaches  of  all  the  reft  made  up, 
tbe  Intent  of  all  die  reft  is  fulfilled,  tho* 
not  in  your  Obedience,  yet  in  Chrift's, 
which  is  better  than  ours.  Believing 
in  Chrift  prefents  God  with  -a  perfeft 
Righteoufnefs,  with  an  Obedience  even 
to  the  Death  of  the  Croft.  When  1 
Sinner  hears  the  holy  and  fpiritua!  Senfe 
of  the  Law,  and  fees  it  in  the  Light  of 
God's  Holinefs,  O  how  vile  moft  he  ap- 
pear to  himfelf,  and  how  muft  he  abhor 
himfelf?  What  original  Pollution,  what 
aftual  Pollution,  what  a  Fountain  within, 
what  Uncleannefs  in  Streams  without, 
will  difcover  itfelf  ?  Now,  when  the  moft 
Part  of  Men  get  any  Sight  of  this,  pre- 
fently  they  fall  a  wafting  and  obanting 
themfelves,  or  hiding  their  Fmhinefs. 
And  what  Water  take  they  ?  their  own 
Tears  or  Sorrows,  their  own  Fefoluti- 
on*,  their  own  Reformations.  But  alas; 
we  are  ftill  more  plunged  in  our  own 
A  a  a  a  2  FU- 
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FiUhioefs,  thii  is  ftiU  mar  iced  before  him,  ( 
becaufe  all  that  is  as  foul  as  that  we 
would  hare  wafaen  away.  What  Gar- 
ment do  Men  take  to  rude  tbemfeives 
ordinarily?  Is  it  not  their  own  Righte- 
ouluefs  ?  Is  it  not  a  Shirt  of  feme  Duty 
that  is  fpretd  orer  Tranfgreffions?  Do 
not  Men  think  their  Sins  hid,  if  they 
can  mourn  and  pray  for  a  Time  ?  Their 
Consciences  are  eafed  by  Reflection  upon 
this.  But  alas,  thine  Iniquity  is  ftili 
marked;  (hall  Filthinefs  hide  Filtbinefi? 
9%y  Rigbtcoufnefs  is  as  a  vile  Gar- 
metit,  is  as  a  menftruous  Cloth,  Ifa.  Ixir. 
6.  as  well  as  thine  Unrighteoufnefs ;  how 
then  (hall  it  cover  thy  Nakednefs?  Seeing 
it  is  fo  then,  what  is  the  Lord's  Mind 
concerning  our  Cleanfing?  Seeing  Wretch- 
ed out  Hands,  and  many  Prayers  will 
not  do  it,  what  (hall  I  do?  The  Lord 
hath  (hewed  thee  what  thou  (halt  do,  and 
chat  is,  that  thou  do  nothing  in  Relation 
to  that  End,  that  thou  (houldft  undertake 
to  wa(h  away  the  kail  Spot  by  all  thy 
Repentance ;  yet  muft  thou  wafli  and 
make  dean,  and  the  Water  is  brought 
new  unto  you,  eren  the  Blood  of  Jefus 
Cbrifi  that  cleanfetb  from  all  Situ  Wafh 
In  this  Blood,  and  ye  fluH  be  clean. 
And  what  is  it  to  wafh  in  this  Blood? 
It  is  to  believe  in  Chrift  Jefus,  to  lay 
hold  on  the  all-fufficient  Virtue  of  it,  to 
iruft  our  Souls  to  it,  as  a  fufficient  &an- 
fom  for  all  our  Sins ;  to  fpread  the 
Covering  of  Chrift  his  Rigfateoufbefs 
over  all  our  Righteouibefc  and  Unrigbte- 
oufaefs,  as  having  both  alike  Need  to  be 
hid  from  bis  holy  Eyes.  Jefus  Chrift 
cam*Jy  Water  and  by  Blood,  ijohn 
t.  6.  ty  Water  to  fanftify,  and  by  Blood 
to  juftify ;  by  the  Power  and  cleanfing 
Virtue  of  the  Holy  .Gboft  to  take  away 
9n  io  the  Being  of  it,  and  by  the  Virtue. 


of  his  Blood  so  take    away  Sin  in  At 
Guilt  and  Condemnation  of  it. 

Now,  I  conceive  be  prefll's  a  rwaftU 
cjterciie  upon  mem  in  tttit  WnftMf,  mi 
both  have  Relation  to  the  Blood  eijdk 
Chrift,  to  wit.  Repentance  and  AUu 
Iftbeybenot  ajlone,  yetthey  woneii  > 
this  Poim  infeparaWy  conjoioedl  Jtepe*-'  ! 
tance  waters  and  laps  the  RocuofB* 
lieving,  which  otherwifc 
therefore,,  inftrad  of  out* 
Ceremonies  of  Retigkto,  _ 
them  to  inward  -Sorrow  tad  ,  ,, ,, 
of  Heart  for  Sin,'  thai  tbey  mfehr  jptdem 
an  acceptable  Sacrifice  to  God,*  tmmi* 
Heart.  This  is  more  jfaafcg  dtan 
many  fpedous  Duties  of  Mb  wttom 
Pfal.\.r*.&.  Butwhalpraiapoft 
you  Repentance,  do  not  connive  thet 
we  would  have  it  preparatory  toFaUw 
that  ye  (houtd  fit  down  end  oouTb  fir 


that  ye  (houtd  fit  down  end  oouTb  fir 
your  Sins  for  a  Time,  nU  jmn  tUmm 
be  ft -fir  humbled,  and  then. jn  mjjn 


come  as 

ChrrfL  This  is  the  MztUkc 
Christians,  which  keeps  ihttn  from  Solid 
fading.  .We  find  it  ofdrotry,  Souls  mat 
ing  Scruples  and  Objections  againft  earn* 
iogtojeius  Chrift,  becaufe  of  Want  of 
fuch  Preparations,  of  Meafum  of  Hum* 
liation  and  Contrition,  which  they  pre* 
fcribe  to  themielves,  or  do  behold  ta 
others :  And  fo  tbey  fit  down  and  apply 
themfelre*  to  fuch  a  Work,  applies  their 
Cooftences  to  the  Law  and  Curfe  ;  mi 
they  find,  inftead  of  Suftning,  Hardaefc* 
inftead  of  Contrition  of  Spirit,  more  DuJ- 
flfi  and  Security ;  at  leajl  they  caooot 
get  Satisfaction  to  ihemfelres  in  that  tbey 
feet,  and  thus  they  hang  their  Head  orer 
their  impenitent  Hearts,  and  lamenr,  not 
lb  much  that  Repentance  is  not,  a*  that 
tbey  canom  find  a  m  themfetres.    Ak* 
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there  are  many  Difeafes  in  this-  one 
Malady.  If  "  were  imboweled  unto 
you,  ye  would  not  believe  that  fuch  a 
Way  were  fo  contradictory  to  the  Gofpel. 
For  firftr  Ve  who  are  fo,  have  this  Prin- 
ciple in  your  Hearts,  which  is  the  Foun- 
dation of  ir.  I  cannot  come  to  Chrift 
fo  unclean,  I  muftbe  a  little  waihen  ere 
1  come,  the  moft  grofs  Uncleannefs  and 
Hardnefs  of  my  Heart  ipuft  be  taken 
'  away,  and  fo  I  (hall  be  accepted :  Alas, 
what '  Derogation  is  this  to  the  blefled 
Saviour?  What  Abfurdity  isit  ?  I  am  too 
unclean  to  come  to  the  Fountain,  I  muft 
muft  be  a  little  purged  before  I  come  to 
this  Fountain  that  cleanfeth  from  ail  Sin~ 
I  pray  you,  why  was  the  Fountain  ope- 
ned ?  Was  it  not  forSn  and  Uncleannefc? 
And  this  thou  fays  by  Interpretation,  if 
1  were  fo  and  fo  humbled,  then  I  might 
come,  and  be  worthy  to  come ;  whe/i 
the  Want  of  fuch  a  Meafure  debars  thee 
as  unworthy,  doth  not  the  having  of  it 
in  thy  Eftimation  make  thee  worthy  ? 
And  fo  ye  come  with  a  Prefent  in  your 
Hand  to  Jefus  Chrift,  with  a  Price  and 
Reward  to  him  who  gives  freely.  Again, 
thou  denyeft  Chrift  to  be  the  only  Foun- 
tain of  all  Grace,  and  fo  it  is  moft  dilho- 
nouiable  to  him.  If  thou  would  have 
Repentance  before  thou  come  to  him, 
where  (hall  thou  have  it  ?  Will  thou 
find  it  in  thy  Heart,  which  is  defperately 
wicked?  Will  thou  feek  k  of  God,  and 
not  feek  it  in  the  Mediator  Jefus  Chrift  ? 
God  out  of  a  Mediator  will  not  hear 
thee.  In  a  Word,  there  is  both  extreme 
Sin,  and  extreme  Folly  in  thy  Way: 
Great  Sin,  becaufe  it  contradicts  the  Te- 
nor of  the  Gofpel,  it  dhhonours  the  Lord 
Jefiis.  the  exalted  Prince,  as  if  he  Fere 
not  the  Fountain  of  al  Grace  ;  it  is  con- 
trary both  to  Ac  Freedom  of  his  Grace, 
andtotheFubieftafit  alfo.    It  is  great 


Folly,  for  thou  leaves  the  living  Fvunr 
lain,  and  goes  feeking  Water  in  a  WH- 
dernefs ;  thou  leaves  the  Garden  where 
all  Herbs  grow,  and  wanders  abroad  to 
the  wild  Mountains;  and  becaufe  thou 
canft  not  find  what  thou  leeks,  thou  fits 
down  and  weeps  betide  it.  Repentance 
is  in  Chrift,  and  no  Repentance  fo  plea, 
fmg  to  God  as  the  Mournings  and  Relen- 
tings  of  a  pardoned  Sinner :  But  thou 
feeks  it  far  from  him,  yea;  rcfufeth  him 
for  want  of  that  which  thou  may  hare 
by  choofing  him.  Therefore  we  declare 
this  unto  you,  that  whatever  ye  be, 
whatever  ye  want,  if  ye  think  ye  ftand 
in  Need  of  Jefus  Chrift,  embrace  him  2. 
If  ye  be  exceeding  vile  in  your  own  Eyes, 
and  cannot  get  Repentance  as  ye  would 
to  cleanfe  yourfelves,  here  is  the  Foun- 
tain opened,  and  ready  to  wafh  into. 
Yet  this  we  muft  tell  you,  that  no  Sin* 
ner  can  believe  but  he*that  repents,  not 
becaufe  Repentance  is  required  as  a  Pre- 
paration to  give  a  Man  a  Warrand  and 
Right  to  believe/,  I  know  no  Ground  of 
Faith  but  our  Neceflity,  and  the  Lord's 
Promife  and  Command  unto  us,  but  be- 
caufe no  Soul  can  truly  flie  into  Jefiis 
Chrift  to  efcape  Sin's  Guilt,  but  he  that 
defires  to  be  delivered  from  Sin  itklf; 
and  therefore  the  moft  Part  of  you  fane/ 
a  Faith  which  you  hare  not,  becaufe 
there  is  no  Poffibility  that  Men  will 
come  out  of  themfelves,  till  they  be  pref- 
fed  out  by  discovered  Sin  and  Mifery 
within :  Your  Woulds  and  Witocs  after 
Chrift  and  Salvation,  that  many  of  you 
have,  are  not  the  real  Exercifes  of  you? 
Soul's  flying  unto  him  for  Salvation, 
If  ye  did  indeed  turn  into  Jefiis  Chrift, 
your  Hearts  would  turn  the  Back  upon 
Sin,  and  tbefe  Sins  ye  feek  Remiflion  of. 
Now,  all  the  Deiire  that  many  Men 
have  of  Chrift,  is  this,  I  would  fain  have 


S6o 


SERMON    X. 


his  Salvation,  if  I  might  keep  my  Sin ;  j 
I  would  gladly  be  delivered  from  the 
Guilt  of  Sin,  if  he  would  let  me  keep 
ttill  the  Sin.     But  will  Chrift  make  any 
fuch  Bargain? 

If  this  Blood  only  wafti  from  Sin,  Oh, 
how  many  ly  in  their  Sins,  and  wallow 
in  their  Filthinefs?  There  is  a  Gene- 
rat  ion  clean  in  their  own  Eyes,  and 
yet  are  not  wajbed  from  their  Filtbi- 
nefs.  Prov.  xxx.  js.  Oh  that  ye  belie- 
ved this!  If  ye  be  not  now  walhed,  Eter- 
nity (hall  find  you  unclean ;  and  Wo  to 
the  Soul  that  enters  Eternity  with  all 
the  Pollution  of  its  Sins :  Can  fuch  a  Soul 
enter  into  the  high  and  holy  Place,  the 
clean  City?  No  certainly,  it  muft  be 
without  among  the  Dogs  and  Swine,  it 
muft  be  kept  in  Darknefs  for  ever.  It 
is  then  of  glreat  Importance,  that  ye  be 
waftien  from  your  Filthinefs.  Now,  I 
ask  you,  is  it  fo*>r  not?  Are  ye  made 
clean  and  wa(hen  from  the  Guilt  of  your 
Sins  ?  Every  one  of  you  almoft  will  fay 
fo,  and  think  fo,  and  yet  fays  the  Scrip- 
ture, Ziere  is  a  Generation  pure  in 
their  own  Eyes,  and  yet  are  not  wajb- 
ed. Is  there  a  Generation  fuch  ?  Is  there 
any  fuch?  Oh  then,  think  'tis  poflible 
you  may  be  miftaken  in  the  Opinion  of 
your  own  Cleannefs ;  do  any  conceive 
themfelves  pardoned,  and  yet  are  not  fo  ? 
Think  it  is  poflible  you  may  have  de- 
ceived yourfelves,  efpecially  fince  ye  have 
never  examined  it :  But  are  there  fo 
many  fo,  a  whole  Generation,  the  mod 
Part  of  Men;  then,  as  you  love  your 
Souls,  try  ;  for  it  is  certain  that  the  moft 
Part  of  you  muft  be  deceived.  Is  there 
a  Generation  in  the  vifible  Church  not 
walhen,  and  yet  every  one  thinks  him- 
fetf  clean  ?  then  certainly  the  moft  Part 
are  in  a  great  Delufion ;  will  ye  then 
.oocc  examine  whether  or  not  ye  be  de- 


luded with  them  ?  It  fhall  be  your  foa 
to  know  it,  while  it   may  be  ameo&d 
But  how  comes  it  to  pais,  thai  fo  nwj 
hearing   of  the    Golpel,  and  lykg  «v 
this  Fountain,  are   not  cleanfed  ?  I  tial 
certainly,  becaufc  they  will  not  farei 
through  cleanftng,  they  get  none  at  jfc 
All  Men  would  love  Chrifrs  Blood  rell 
to  pardon  Sin,  but  who  will  ao^r  cf 
the  Water  to  fan£bfy  ihem  from  Sin  ?bu 
Chrift  came  with  both.    Shall  thuBbod 
be  ipent  upon    Numbers  of  you,  who 
have  no   Refpeft  to  it,  but  would  fill 
wallow   in   your  FiltWnefi?  Would  ye    '. 
have  God  pardoning  thefe  Sins  ye  oerer 
throughly  refolve  to  quite?  But  bow  u    ' 
it  that  fo  many  Men  are  dean  in  that 
own  Eyes,  and  yet  not  walked?  I  think 
indeed,  the  Reafcn  of  it  is,  they  make 
a  Kind  of  Waftung,  which  they  appre- 
hend fufficient,    and  yet  know  not  the 
true  Fountain.      We  find  Meo  uiu* 
much  Sope  and  Nitre,  when  convinced 
of  Sin,  or  charged  withir,  and  thereupon 
foon  abfolving  themJe/res.     If  ye  ask 
their  Grounds,  they  wil]  te//  you9  they 
repent  and  are  fairy  for  it ;  they  pur- 
pofe  to  make  Amends,  and  they  ttink 
Amendment  a  good  Compenfarion  for    '. 
the  part  Wrong ;  they  will,  it  may  be, 
vow  to  drink  no  more  for  a  Year  after     \ 
they  have  been  drunk ;  they  will  coaftfs 
their  Sin  in  pubDck,  and  all  this  they  do 
without   having  any  Though  of  Jefc 
Chrift,  or  the  End  of  his  Coming,  lorfan 
abfolve  themfelves  from  fiich  Grounds, 
tho'  in  the  mean  Time  Chrift  come  not 
fo   mucfe  as  in  their  Mind;  and  there- 
fore are  they  not  really  wafted:   All  thy 
Righteoufnefs  is  unclean  before  God,  and 
thy  Repentances  defile  thee;  and  yet  te- 
caufe  of  feme  fuch  Duties,  thou  deceives  . 
thyfelf,    and    art  clean  in  thine  own 
Eyes;  Thefe  hare  tome  Beauty  in  *7 
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Eyes,  and  thou  puts  tbem  between  thy 
Filthinefs  and  thy  Eye,  and  fo  conceives 
that  thou  art  clean.  1  think  a  Reafon 
alfo,  why  many  Men  are  clean  in  their 
own  Eyes,  and  conceive  that  God  hath 
pardoned  their  Sin,  is  becaufe  they  have 
forgotten  it ;  it  is  hot  recent  in  their 
Memory,  and  makes  no  prtfcnt  Wound 
in  their  Confidence  ;  and  therefore,  they 
apprehend  God  fuch  as  themfelves,  they 
think  he  hath  forgotten  it  alfo.  But  Oh  r 
haw. terrible  (hail  it  be,  when  God  brings 
to  Remembrance,  and  fers  our  Sins  in 
Order  before  us:  Te  think  God  cares 
not  for  your  Sins,  that  he  forgives  them, 
becaufe  he  is  filent  at  them,  PfaL  1.  21. 
But  the  Lord  (hall  one  Day  fet  them  be- 
fore thee,  and  thou  (halt  know  they  were 
ft  ill  marked  before  him. 

Ye  who  have  wafhen  in  this  Blood,  ye 
may  rejoice,  for  it  (hall  make  you  clean 
every  Whit.    Your  iniquities  that  fo  de- 


fied you,  (hall  not  be  found  O !  the  pre- 
cious Virtue  of  that  Blood  that  can  purge* 
away  a  Souls  Spots  ;  all  the  Art  of  Men  • 
and  Angels  could  not  reach  this.  This, 
Redemption  and  Cleanfing  was  precious,, 
and  would  have  ceafed  for  efer  ;  but  this 
Blood  is  the  Ranfora,  this  Blood  cleanf 
eth,  and  fo  perfectly,  that  it  (hall  not 
appear, 'not  only  to  Mens  Eyes,  but  alfo 
God's  piercing  Eye.  Sinners  quite  youc 
own  Righteoufneft,  why  defile  ye  your.* 
felves  more?  When  your  Eyes  are  ope- 
ned,  ye  will  find  it  fo,  here  is  Wafting, 
apply  yourfelves  to  this  Fountain  ;  and 
if  ye  do  indeed  fo,  if  ye  expeft  Clean- 
fing from  Jefus  Chrift,  I  pray  you  re- 
turn not  to  the  Puddle.  Te  are  not 
wafhen  from  Sin,  to  fin  more,  and  de- 
file yourfelf  more :  If  ye  think  ye  have 
Lttferty  to  do  fo,  ye  hare  no  ftjrt  in  this 
Blood. 
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Wajh  ye,  make  you  chany  put  away  the  Evil 
Doings  from  before  mine  Eyes ;  ceafe  to  do 


Ifa.    \.     16.       rr  ~j~  _,v7    irfwiw    jv 

tif  your    Doings  from  beft 
EoiL  &c. 


Tf  HER  E  are  two  Evils  in  Sin,  one 
■*  is  the  Nature  of  ir,  another  the 
Fruit  and  fad  Effeft  of  it.  In  itfelf  it  * 
Filthinefs,  and  contrary  to  God's  Holi 
nefs,  an  abafing  of  the  immortal  Soul, 
Spot  in  the  Face  of  the  Lord  of  th< 
Creatures,  that  hath  far  debafed  him  un 
der  them  all:  Tho*  it  be  ib  unnatural  to 


us,  yet  iris  now  in  our  fallen  Efface  be- 
come as  it  were  natural,  fo  that  Men 
igree  with  it,  as  if  it  were  funk  and 
Jrunt  into  the  very  Soul  of  Mail.  The 
other*  is  the  Guilt  and  Defert  of  Puniih- 
ment  and  Obligation  to  it.  AH  Men  hate 
this,  but  they  cannot  hold  it  oflf:  They 
tat  the  Tree  and  Fruit  of  Death,  the? 
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milt  eat  Deaih  alio;  they  muft  have 
ihe  Wages  of  Sin,  who  hive  wrought 
lor  it.  Now,  the  Gofpel  harii  found  a 
Remedy  for  loft  Man  in  Jefiis  Chrift ; 
he  comes  in  the  Gofpel  with  a  twofold 
Bleffing,  i  twofold  Virtue,  a  pardoning 
Virtue,  and  a  fcnftifying  Virtue,  XFterr 
and  Blood,  i  John  v.  6.  He  come*  to 
forgive  Sin,  and  to  fubdueSin;  to  re- 
move the  Guilt  of  it,  and  then  th7felf  of 
it.  God's  Appointment  had  infiparahly 
joined  them ;  and  Cbrijf  came  -ntf  to 
difloteetbe  Law,  but  to  eflabtijb  it.  If 
he  had  taken  away  the  Punifbment,  and 
left  thcSin  in  its  Being,  he  had  weakened 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  That  Con- 
junftion  of  Sin  and  Wrath,  which  irboth 
by  divine  Appointment,  and  firifcble  atfb 
unto  their  own  Natures,  muftftand,  that 
divine  Juftice  may  be  intire ;  and  there* 
fore,  he  that  comes  to  redeem  us  from 
thj  Curfe  of  the  Law,  hath  alfo  this  Com- 
miffion,  to  redeem  from  Sin  and  all 
Tranfgreflions  of  the  Law,  Rom.  xi.  26. 
and  fyz'«  mix.  13.  He  that  turns  awas 
the  Wfath  of-  God  from  Men,  turns  alio 
Ungodlinefs  from  them  which  provoked 
his  Wrath  ;  and  lb  he  is  a  complete  Re- 
deemer, and  a  complete  Redeemer  he 
bad  not  been  otherwife.  If  he  bad  re- 
moved Wrath- only,  and  left  us  under  the 
Bondage  of  Sin,  it  had  not  been  half  £e- 
dtmprion ;  be  that  commits  Sin,  is  the 
<SW*umf  *of  ^Sift.  But  this  is  perfeft 
Freedom  and  Liberty,  to  be  made  free 
from  Sin,  for  it  was  Sin  that  fubjefted 
us  to  Wrath,  andfo  was  the  firft  Tyrant 
and  the  greateft.  The  Gofpel  then  comes 
with  a  joyful  Sound  unto  you,  but  many 
of  you  miftake  it,  and  apprehends  it  to 
be  a  Dortrine  of  Liberty  and  Peace,  and 
that  unto  Sin ;  but  if  it  were  fo,  it  were 
no  joyful  Sound.  If  there  were  pro- 
claimed  a  Liberty  to  aU  Men  to  do  as 


bey  lift,  no  PunUbment,   no  Wrtth  0 
oe  fared,  1  would  think  that  DodriM  no 
glid  News,  it  were  but  the  perpetuus* 
of  the  Bondage  of  a .  reafimabJe  Sod. 
But  this  is  glad    News,  a  Delivery  uf 
Freedom  proclaimed  in  the  Gofpel  tat 
what?  Not  untd  Sin.  but  from  Sa  aoi 
this  is  to  be  free  indeed.    We  cure  more 
to  Jefiis  CbAft  for  this,  Jm  /or  Re- 
demption from  Wrath,  becafc  So  is  1 
greater  Evil  than  Wrath;  yet,Wradi 
were  not  fi>,  if  Sin  ^ were  noL   Tbere- 
fore  he  exhorts  to  wafli,  and  waft'  fb, 
that  they  may  make  clean:  Tqjkejefa 
Chrift  for  justification  and  SgaUkmuk 
imploy  both  the  Water  and  the  Blood 
that  be  hath  come  with.    Bur,  beaut 
all  Men  pretend  a  Wiflingpefi  10  hive 
Chrift  their  'Saviour,  and  (heir  So*  jar- 
doned  through  his  Blood,  who,  oxwnb- 
ftanding,  hate  to  be  reformed,  and  would 
feek  no  more  of  Chrift ;  therefore;  he 
branches  out  that  Pan  of  the  Exhortation 
in  feveral  Particulars.  All  Men  hire  a 
general   Liking    of  Remiffioo  of  Sms, 
but  renouncing  of  it,  n  to  many  1  bird 
DoArine  ;  they  would  be  glad  that  God 
put  their  Evils  out  of  his  Sight,  by  paf* 
ling  them  by,  and.forgjawng  diem:  But, 
titty  will  not  be  at  the  Tains  of  putting 
away  their  Evils  from  his  Sight ;  and 
therefore,  the  Gofpel  which  comprefaodi 
thefe  two  united,  is  not  really  'receded 
by  many,  who  pretend  to  be  Followers 
of  it.    <fbis  is  bis  Command,  tbmye 
believe.    Some  pretend  ro  obey  *k 
a  id  yet  have  no  Regard  of  that  other 
Part  of  his  Will,   even  their  Snftifica* 
tion ;  and  therefore,  their  Fatfb  is  dead, 
it  is  a  Fancy.    If  ye  did  indeed  betiere 
and  receive  Chrift  for  Pardon  6T  Sao,  it 
were  not  poffible,  but  your  Soub  »ouU 
be  engaged  and  confirained,  to  endea- 
vour to  walk  in  all  Wcll-pleafing;  tm 
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it  is  ^n  evident  Token  of  one  that  is 
not  wafted  from  his  Sin,  and  believes 
not  in  Cbrift,  if  he  conceive  within  his 
Heart,  a  greater  Latitude  and  Liberty  to 
walk  after  the  Flefh,  and  be  imboldened 
to  continue  in  Sin,  becaufe  of  his  Grace 
and  Mercy ;  and  yet  fuch  are  the  raoft 
Part  of  you.  Upon  what  Ground  do  ye 
delay  Repentance  ?  Upon  what  Preemp- 
tion do  ye  continue  in  your  Sins,  and 
put  over  the  ferious  Study  of  Holinefs, 
till  a  more  fit  Time?  Is  it  not  from  an 
Apprehenfion  of  the  Grace  and  Mercy  of 
God,  that  ye  think  ye  may  return  any 
Time  and  be  accepted,  and  fo  ye  may 
in  the  mean  Time  take  as  much  Plea- 
fure  in  Sin  as  ye  can,  feeing  ye  may  get 
leave  alfo  for  God  s  Mercy ;  I  pray  you 
confider,  that  you  have  never  apprehen- 
ded God's  Mercy  aright,  ye  are  yet  in 
your  Sins,  and  certainly  as  yet,  are  not 
not  wafhed  from  them. 

Put  away  the  Evil,  &c]  When  the 
Spirit  convinces  a  Soul,  he  convinces  a 
Man,  not  only  of  evil  Doings,  but  of  the 
Evil  of  his  Doings  ;  not  only  of  Sin, 
but  of  the  Sinfulnefs  of  Sin ;  and  not 
only  of  thofe  Actions  which  are  in  tbem- 
felves  Gnful,  but  alfo  of  the  Iniquity  of 
holy  Things.  I  think  no  Man  will  come 
to  wa(h  in  Chrift's  Blood,  till  this  be 
difcovered.  If  he  fee  much  Wickednefs, 
many  Evil-doings,  yet  he  will  labour 
to  wafh  away  thefe  by  his  own  Tears 
and  Repentance  and  Well-doing.  As 
long  as  be  hath  any  good  Actions,  as 
Prayers,  Fading  and  luch  like,  he  will 
cover  his  Evil-doings  by  them :  He  will 
fp read*  the  Skirts  of  fuch  Righteoufhefs 
over  his  Uncleannefs ;  and  when  he  hath 
'hid  it  from  his  own  Eyes,  he  apprehends 
chat  he  had  hid  it  from  Gods  alio :  He 
will  wafh  his  bloody  Hands  with  many 
Prayers,  and  thinks  they  may  be  clean 


enough :   We  fee  Blafphemers  of  God's 
Wame,  ufe  to  join  a  Prayer  for  Forgive- 
nefs  with  their  Oath  and  Curfe,  and  they 
never    trouble   themfelves    more :    Oh 
what  *nocking/>fGod  is  this?  Now,  as 
long  as  it  is  thus,  there  is  no  Employ- 
ment for  the  Sou  of  God's  Blood,  they 
can  do  their  own  Turn  :  Men  will  not 
come  to  Chrift,  becaufe  it  is  the  bed 
Way,  if  .they  fee  any  elfe  befide :  None 
will  come  till  he  fee  it  is  the  only  Way  : 
None  can  wa(h  in  Chrift,  except  they 
wafh  all.     If  ye  have  any  Thing  that 
needs  not  Wafting,  his  Blood  is  not  for 
you ;    his  Righteoufiiefs  i$  not   known, 
when  ye  eftablift  all,  or  a  Part  of  your 
own.    I  fear  the  moft  Part  of  you  have 
no  Imployment  for  Chrifi*;   ye  have 
extreme  Need  of  him,  but  ye  know  it 
not  ;  for  there  are  many  Things  which 
ye  will  not  number  among  your  Sins, 
your  Prayers,  your  Hearing,    Reading, 
Singing,  publick   and   private   Worfbip, 
giving  Alms,  &c.   How  many  of  you 
were  never  convinced    of  any  Sip  in 
thefe?  Do  ye  not  conceive  God  Is** well 
pleafed  with  you  for  them  ?    Your  Coo- 
fcience  hath  convinced  you,  it  may  be, 
ofgrofcSins,  as  DrunkenneG,  Filthineft, 
Swearing,  &b.  But  ye  are  not  convin- 
ced for  your  Well-doing ;  ye  find  not  a 
Neceflity  of  a  Mediator  for  thefe :  I  think 
many  of  you  never  confefled  any  fucb 
Thing,  except  in  a  general  Notion.  Alas, 
bow  ignorant  are  Men  of  themfelves  ? 
We  are  unclean,  how  can  any  Thing  we 
do  cleanle  us  ?  -Are  not  we  unclean,  and 
do  not  our  Hands  touch  our  own  Works? 
Shall  not  then  our  own  Uncleannefs  de- 
file our  good  AAions,  more  than  they 
can  cleanfe  us?  Hag.  ii.  13.    The  Ig- 
norance of  this,  males  Men  go  about  to 
build  up  their  old  ruined  Righteoufhefs, 
and  filll  feek  fomething  in  themfelves, 
B  bbb  to 
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to  make  up  Wants  in  therafelres.  Al- 
ways, when  the  Light  of  God  hath  dif- 
covercd  you  to  yourfelves,  fo  that  ye 
can  turn  your  Eye  no  where,  but  Un 
cleannefs  fills  it ;  tho'  your  Converfati- 
on  be  blamelefc  in  the  World,  fo  as  Men 
can  challenge  nothing,  yet  ye  have  found 
within  and  without,  nothing  but  Matter 
of  Mourning  ;  I  fay,  this  is  an  Eridence 
•chat  the  Spirit  hath  fiiraed  and  inlight- 
ned  thy  Darknels.  Now,  when  thou 
haft  tied  untojefus  Chrirt  for  a  Cove- 
ring to  thy  Righteoulhefs,  as  well  as 
Unrighteoufnefs,  it  remains  that  thou 
now  put  away  the  Evil  of  thy  Doings  ; 
put  not  away  thy  Doings,  but  the  Evil 
of  them.  We  challenge  your  Prayers, 
Services, 'and  pubiick  Duties,  even  as 
the  Prophet  did ;  we  declare  unto  you. 
-chat  God  is  as  evil  pleafed  with  them, 
is  your  Drunkennefs,  Whoreing,  In- 
temperance, &c.  The  moft  Part  cf 
you,  are  no  more  acceptable  when  ye 
come  to  the  Chnrch,  than  when  ye  go 
to  the  Tavern,  your  praying  and  curfing 
is  almoft  all  one.  What  (hill  we  do 
then,  fay  ye?  Shall  we  pray  no  more, 
and  hear  no  more  ?  No,  fay  I,  put  not 
away  your  Prayers  and  Ordinances,  but 
put  away  the  Evil  of  them  from  be- 
fore bis  Sight.  Rather  multiply  your 
Doings,  but  deftroy  the  Evil  and  Iniquity 
of  your  Doings.  And  there  is  one  Evil 
or  two  above  all,  that  makes  them  hate- 
ful toltim;  ye  triift  too  much  in  them  : 
Here  is  the  Iniquity,  the  Idol  of  Jeal- 
otijyjct  up ;  ye  make  your  Doings  your 


it  is  even  an  empty  Ceremony,  a  5ta- 
dow  without  Subftance ;  a  Body  iriA- 
out  a  Soul ;  you  fpeak  tad  look  aJ 
hear,  you  otercile  fome  outward  Sofa, 
but  no  inward  AfFefti'  ns :  And  vfc 
mould  that  be  to  him,  who  is  * 
Spirit*' 

They  did  not  obferre  the  biqukj  of 
their  holy  Things  ;  and  therefore  iw 
they  marked  by  him,  they  are  in  bis 
Sight :  They  did  not  fee  lb  many  Faults 
iir  their  Prayers  and  Serried ;  thrywoo: 
dered  why  God  did  chide  tbem  b  muck; 
but  God  marks  what  we  mifs,  he  re* 
members  when  we  forget:  We  coret 
ourfelves  with  a  Vail  ofextenul  Dvaa, 
and  think  to  hide  all  the  Rottenoe/s  of 
our  Hearts,  but  it  wiU  not  be  hid  from 
him,  before  whom  Hell  hath  no  Cove* 
ring.  *Att  Hearts  are  open  and  naked 
before  bim.  Your  fecret  Sins  are  in  the 
Sight  of  his  Countenance.  Men  hor 
you  pray,  fee  you  prefem  at  Worihip, 
they  know  no  more,  at  ieaft  they  fa 
no  more :  Nay,  bur  roe  Formihty  of 
thy  Wortoip,  the  Wioderiags  ot  thy 
Mind  are  in  his  Sight.  And  Oi  how 
excellent  a  Rule  of  Walking  were  this, 
to  do  all  in  his  Sight  and  Prefer**.  Oil 
that  ye  were  perfwided  in  your  Heaps 
of  his  all-feeing,  all4earching  Eye,  and 
all-knowing  Mind.  Would  ye  not  be 
more  follicitous  and  anxious  anent  (he 
Frame  of  your  Hearts,  than  the  liberty 
of  your  Speech  or  external  GeAire? 
Oh  how  would  Men  -retire  wi'hio  diem- 
felves,  to  fafhion  their  Spirits  befote  this 
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about  this  earneft  Endeavour  of  perfeft- 
ing  Holinefs,  of  perfecting  WeU-doings 
in  the  Power  and  Fear  of  God ;  then 
certainly  he  will  not  fet  your  Sins  in 
the  Light  of  his  Countenance,  .the  Good 
of  your  Way  (hall  come  before  him, 
and  the  Evil  of  it  Chrift  mall  take 
away. 

Ceafe.  to  do  Evil,  &c]  Thefe  are 
the  two  Legs  a  Chriflian  walks  on ;  if 
he  want  any  of  them,  he  is  lame  and 
cannot  go  equally,  ceafing  from  Evil, 
and  doing,  Good :  N?y,  they  are  fo  u- 
nited,  that  the  one  cannot  fubfift  without 
the  other.  If  a  Man  do  dbt  ceafe  from 
Evil  and  his  former  Lufts,  he  cannot  do 
well,  or  perfcft  Holinefs.  There  are 
many  different  D'tfpofmons  and  Condi- 
lions  of  Men  ;  there  are  generally  one 
of. two.  Some  have  a  Kind  of  Ab- 
fiinence  from  many  grofs  Sins,  and  are 
called  civil  honeft  Men,  they  can  abide 
an  Inqueft  and  Cenfure  of  alt  their  Neigh- 
bours, they  can  fay  no  III  of  them  ;  but 
alas,  there  is  as  little  Good  10  be  faid : 
He  drinks  not,  fwears  not^  whores  not, 
steals  not.  Nay,  but  what  doth  he  well? 
Alas,  the  World  cannot  tell  what  he 
doth,  for  he  prays  not  in  fecret,  nor  in 
,his  Family,  he  is  void  of Tome  Offences 
towards  Men ;  but  there  are  many  Du- 
ties called  to,  towards  both  God  and 
Men,  be  is  a  Stranger  to.  He  opprefles 
sot  the  Poor,  nay*  but  he  is  not  chari- 
table either  to  give  to  them  ;  he  de- 
frauds no  Man,  but  whom  helps  he  by 
his  Means?  Again,  there  are  others, 
they  will  boaft  of  fome  Things  done ; 
they  pray,  they  keep  the  Church  well, 
they  do  many  good  Turns,  and  yet  for 
all  that,  they  do  not  ceafe  to  do  Evil ; 
they  were  Drunkards,  fo  they  are  ;  they 
can  fwear  for  all  their  Prayers,  are 
given  to  Contention,  to  Lying,  to  Fil- 


thinefs,  &b.     Now,   I  fay,  neither  of 
thefe  Religions  is  pure   and  undeffled. 
Religion  is  a  through  and  intire*Change ;, 
it  is  like*  a  new  Creation,  that  i;iu£  de- 
stroy the  firft  Subject,  to  get  Place  for 
that  which  is  to  come;   it  is  a  putting 
off  old  Garments,  to  put  on  new ;  the 
putting  off  an  old  Form  and  engraven 
Image,  to  make  Place   for  a   new  En- 
graving.    Men  do  not  put  a  Seal  above 
a  Seal,  but  deface  the  old,  and  fo  put  on 
the  new ;  Men  do  not  put  new  Cloaths 
upon  the  old,  but  put  the  old  off,  and  fo 
they  have  Place  for  the  new :  Religion 
muft  have  a  naked  Man.    Godlinefs  is 
a  new  Suit,  that  will  not  go  on   upon, 
fo  many  Lufts ;  no,  no,  it  is  more  meet 
and  more  comformed  unto  the  Inwards 
of  the  Soul  than  fo :  The  Cold  muft  go 
out  as  the  Heat  comes  in :    Many  Men 
do  not  change  their  Garments,  but  mends 
them,  puts  fome  new  Pieces  into  them  ; 
they  retain  their  old  Lulls,  their  Heart 
Idols,  and  they  will  add  unto  thefe  a* 
Patch  of  fome  external  Obedience  ;  but 
alas,  is  this  Godlinefs?  Hypocrify  will' 
be  content'of  a  Mixture,  Sin  is  the  Har- 
lot, whofe  Heart  could  endure  to  fee  the' 
Child  parted.     It  can  give  God  a  Part,, 
to  get  leave  to  brook  the   mofl  Part;, 
Sin  will  give  God  Liberty  to  take  fome 
of  the  outward  Man,  if  it  keep  the  Heart' 
and  Soul :   But  God  will  not  reckon  on: 
thefe  Terms,  he  will  have  all  the  Man 
'or  nothing,  for  he  is  the  righteous  Own- 
er.   True  Godlinefs  cannot  mix  fo,  but* 
falfe  and  counterfeit   may  do   it  well. 
Other    Men   again,    poflibly    uncloatlr 
themfelves  of  fome  Pra&ices,  but  they 
put  on  new  Cloathing ;  they  reform  fome 
Paflages  for  fear  of  Cenfure,  or  Shame, 
or  fuch  like ;  they  are  found,  it  may  be, 
blamelefs,  either  bc-caufe  fo  educated,  or 
their  Difpofuion  is  againft  particular  grofs 
Bbhb2  Sins;: 
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bins:  But  they  are  not  do  at  lied  upon 
with  Holineis  and  Weil-doing,  and  fo 
they  are  but  naked  and  bare  in  God's 
Sight,  not  beautiful:  They  have  fweept 
their  Iloufe,  and  fome  Devil  put  out  or 
kept  out ;  but  becaufe  the  good  Spirit 
enters  not.  ordinarily  feven  worfe  enter 
again  into  fuch  Men. 

There  is  a  great  Moment  of  Perfwa- 
fion  in  this  Order  of  the  Exhortation, 
ffajb  you,  and  then,  put  away  tbe  E* 
*jil  of  your  Doings,  and  ceafe  to  do 
Evil.  Do  not  continue  in  your  former 
Cuftoms.  It  is  ftrange,  how  contrary 
our  Hearts  are  to  God ;  we  ufe  to  turn 
Grace  unto  Wantonnefs ;  we  ufe  to  take 
more  Liberty  to  lin,  when  we  conceive 
we  are  pardoned :  But  I  do  not  know 
any  more  ftrong  and  conftraining  Per- 
fwafion  to  ibrfuke  Sin,  than  the  Confi- 
de rat  ion  of  the  forgiving  of  it  might 
yield.  Oh  what  an  Inducement  and 
grand  Argument,  to  renouncing  of  Evils, 
is  the  Confutation  of  the  Remiflion  of 
them.  This  is  even  that  ye  are  now 
called  unto,  who  have  fled  to  Jefus  to 
efcape  Wrath:  What  Ihould  ye  be  taken 
up  with,  in  all  the  World  but  this,  to 
live  to  him  henceforth,  who  died  tor  us  ? 
To  forfake  our  own  old  Way,  and  that 
from  the  conllrainin*  Principle  of  Love 
to  him,  sCor.  v.  14,  15.  Oh,  that  ye 
would  enforce  your  own  I  leans  with 
lich  a  Thought,  when  there  are  any 
•  So'icit '.uions  to  Sin,  to  former  Lulls. 
Shou'd  I  that  am  dead  to  Sin,  Jive  any 
Invest  therein  ?  Horn.  vi.  Should  I  w!k> 
am  wafhed  from  fuch  Pollutions,  return 
again  to  the  Pollutions  of  the  World? 
Snould  I  again  defile  myfcif.  who  am 
cleanfed  by  lb  precious  Blood,  and  for- 
get him  that  wafted  me?  Should  I  re- 
turn with  the  Hog  1.)  tbe  I'omiu  and 
icitb  tbe  Sow  to  the  Puddle?  God  for- 


bid.    I   pray   you    cnniia^r,  if  you  te 
Chriftians  indeed,  give   a    Proof  of  11 
What   tytth  Jeftis  Chrill  done  for  yw? 
He  hath  given  hLnfelf,   his  own  pram 
Blood  a  Ranlom  for  us,  will  ye  not  pre 
up  yourfelves   to    hiin  ?    Will  nor  ye 
give  him  your  Sins  and  Lu/fc,  which  re 
not  yourfelf,    but   Enemies  to  yourkft 
Will  not  ye  put  away  thefellls,  that  bt 
came  in  this  World  to  deftrcy?  An  thou 
a  Chritfian,  and  are  there  )et  fo  maay 
Sins,  and  Works  of  tbe  Devil  reigning 
in  thee*  and  fet  up  in  God  s  Sight  ?  Wbc 
an  Inconfiftenqi   is  this  ?  It  rhau  be  Ms 
Follower,    thou  mutl  put  thefc  iwjy. 
Give  them  a -Bill  of  Divorcement,  never 
to  turn  again.     Many  a  Mao  parts  with 
his  Sin,  becaufe  it  leaves  him,  be  puts  it 
not  away  ;   Temptation  goes,  ud  Oc- 
cafion  goes  away,  but  the  Root  of  it 
abides  within   him.      Many  Men  lave 
particular  Jarrs  with  their  Corniptkms, 
but  they  reconcile  again,  as  Differences 
between   married  -Perfons ;  ihey  do  not 
arife  to  hite  their  Sin  ia  its  linful  Na- 
ture :  But  if  thou  hue  ir,  then  put  it 
away.     And  who  would  not  hate  it,  (hat 
Chrill  fo  hated,  thai  he  came  10  deftroy 
it?  1  John  iii.  5.    Whn  a  great  lncfif^ 
nity  mull  it  be  to  the  Gofpel,  to  make 
that  the  Ground  of  living  in  Sin,  which 
is  preifed  in  it,  as  the  grand  Perfwafioo 
to  for  like  it  >     Seeing  we  are  wafted 
from  the  Guilt  of  it,  Oh  let  us  not  tore  10 
keep  the  Stain  and  Filth  of  it.    Why  are 
we  waflien  ?  Was   it  not  Cbrifii  great 
Intendment  and   Purpofe,  to  purify  to 
himlelf  a  hn!y  People?  We  are  waflien 
from  the  Guilt  of  our  Sins,  and  \s  it  to 
defile   again?  Is  it   not  rather  to  keef 
our/elves  henceforth  clran,'tbat  ire  ma% 
be  presented  holy  and  unblamable  fit 
his  Sight?  That  we  may  feek  to  be  is 
\\Kt  Heaven  as  may  be.    But  who  cms 
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to  do  thefe  Evils,  that  he  fays  are  par- 
doned? Who  puts  away  the  Evils  of 
thefe  Doings,  the  Guilt  whereof,  he  thinks 
God  hath  put  away  ?  Could  ye  find  in 
your  Hearts  to  intertain  thofe  Evils  fo 
familiarly*  to  pour  out  your  Souls  unto 
them,  if  thg  Peace  of  God  were  indeed 
fpoken  unttJTou  ?  Would  not  the  Reflex 
of  his  Love  prQve  more  conftraining  on 
your  Hearts?  Were  it  poflible,  that  if 
ye  did  indeed  confider,  that  your  Lufts 
cod  Chrift  a  dear  Price  to  (bed  his 
Blood,  that  your  Fleafures  made  his  Soul 
heavy  to  Death,  and  that  he  hath  laid 
down  his  Life  to  ranfom  you  from  Hell ; 
were  it  poflible,  I  fay,  that  ye  would 
live  (till  in  thefe  Lufts*  and  choofe  thefe 
Fleafures  of  Sin,  which  were  fo  bitter  to 
our  Lord  Jefus?  I  befeech  you  be  not 
deceived,  if  ye  love  the  Puddle  Hill,  that 
ye  cannot  live  out  of  it,  do  not  fay  that 
ye  are  wa(hed.  Ye  may^have^waftien 
yourfelves  with  Sope  and  Nitre,  but  the 
Blood  of  Chrift  hath  not  cleanfed :  For, 
if  that  Blood  fprinkled  your  Conscience 
once!  to  give  you  an  Anfwer  to  all 
Challenges,  it  could  not  but  fend  forth 
Streams  to  purify  the  Heart,  and  fo  the 
whole  Man.  The  Blood  and  Water 
might  be  joined,  the  juftifying  Saviour, 
and  the  fan&ifying  Spirit ;  for  both  ihefe 
are  in  this  Gofpel  Wafhing,  1  Cor.  vi 
11.  1  John  v.. 6.  This  is  be  that 
came  by  Water  and  Blood,  even  Jefus 
Chrift,' not  by  Water  onfytbut  by  Wa- 
ter and  Blood.  Not  by  Water  only, 
but  by  Blood  alfo,  and  I  fay,  not  by 
Blood  only,  but  by  Water  alfo.  The 
very  Purpofe  of  Forgivenefs,  is  not  to 
lay  a  Foundation  for  more  Sin,  but  that 
Men  may  fin  no  more,  but  break  off 
their  Sins.  It  is  indeed  impoflible  for  a 
Man  to  amend  his  Ways,  till  he  be  par- 
doned, for  his  Sin  ftands  betwixt  him 


and  God;  God  is  a  conliimtng  Fire,  the^ 
Guilt  of  it  hinders  all  meeting  of  the  Souf 
with  God,    at  leaft,  all   Influence  from, 
him:  But  when  an  open  Door  is  made 
in  Chrift,  that  Men  may  come  and  treat 
with  God,  notwithftanding  of  Rebellions, 
and  have  the   Curfe   relaxed :    O  how 
may  he  go  about  his  Duty  comfortably. 
Am  I  efcaped  from   Hell,  why  (hould  I 
any  more  walk  in  the  Way  to  it  ?  And 
now  he  hath  the  Spirit  given  for  the 
asking.    There  are  fome  Ceflations  from 
Sin,  that  are  not  real  Forfakings  of  it, 
and  Ceafings  from  it :  You  know  Men 
will  abftain  from  eating  for  a  Seafon, 
that  they  may  be  made  ripe  for  it  ano- 
ther Time :  Some  do  not  ceafe  from  Sin. 
but  delays  it  only ;  they  put  it  not  away, 
but  put  it  off  only  for  another  Time, 
till  a  fitter   Occaflon  and   Opportunity. 
And  giis  is  fo  far  from  ceafing  from  it, 
that  it  is  rather  a  deliberate  Choice  of 
it,  and  Ele&ion.  of  CoCTeniency  for  it : 
There  n\ay  be  fome   pure  and  fimple 
Ceafings  from  Sin,  mere  Abftinence,  of 
rather  mere  Abfence  of  Sin  for  a  Set> 
fon,  that  is  not  ceafing  from  doing  Evil. 
The  Chriftiani  Ceafing  hath  much  Afti- 
on  in  it :  It  is  fuch  a  ceafing  from  doing  *■ 
Evil,  that  it  is  a  putting  away  of  Evil ; 
it  hath  the  Soul  and  Spirit  joined  in  that 
Ceflation.    Sin  requires  Violence  to  put 
it  out  where  it  hath  haunted,  it  is  an 
intruding  Gueft,  and  an  ufurping  Gueft  : 
It  comes  in  firft  as  a  Supplicant  and  Beg* 
gar.prays  for  a  little  Lodging  for  a  Nighr, 
and  promifcs  to  be  gone ;  the  Tempta- 
tion fpeaks   but  For  a  little  Time,  even 
the  prefent  Time,  for  a  little  one,  it  feets 
but  little  *t  firft,  leaft  it  be  denied;  but 
if  once  it  be  received  into  the  Soul,  it 
prefently  becomes  Mafter,  and  can  com- 
mand its  own  Time,    and  its  Abode : 
Then  ye   will  not  fo  eafily  put  it  out. 
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as  ye  could  hold  it  out,  for  it  is  nuvv 
joined  wiih  thit  wicked,  defperate  Party 
wr.hin  you,  tie  Heart,  and  thefe  u- 
nitiM  Fores  are  too  itiong  for  yuu»  Ac- 
cording as  a  Lull  is  one  with  a  Man's 
He;'.rt,  or  hath  nearer  Connexion  with 
his  Heart  and  Soul,  it  is  the  worfe  to 
put  away  :  For,  will  ye  drive  a  Mjii 
from  himftlf,  it  is  the  ciiiti.ig  off  a 
ri^hi  H.md,  or  plucking  out  of  a  right 
Eye.  To  make  a  Man  ceafe  from  fuch 
Evils,  it  requires  that  a  ftrong.jr  Power 
be  within  him,  than  is  in  the  World. 
Men  may  ceafe  for  a.  Time,  for  Want 
of  Occaiions  or  Temptations  to  tin  ; 
when  there  is  no  suftive  Principle  in  them, 
jeftraining  or  keeping  their  Soul  from 
fuch  Sins  as  appears  after,  when  no 
fooner  Occafion  is  offered,  but  they  run 
as  the  Horfe  to  his  Courfe.  or  the  Stone 
ialleth  downward,  they  conceive  fire  as 
eaiily  as  dry  Stutole :  That  is  not  Christi- 
an ceaiing.  which  is  that  which  the  Soul 
argues  itfelf  to,  from  Grounds  of  the 
€ofpel.  Should  I  who  am  dead  to  Sin, 
live  any  longer  therein  ?  This  is  a  Prin- 
ciple of  Celfation,  and  this  is  true 
Liberty,  when  the  Soul  can  abftain  from 
prefent  Temptations,  upon  fuch  Grounds 
and  Perfwafions  of  the  Gofpel ;  then  it 
is  really  above  itfelf,  and  above  the 
World,  then  hath  it  that  true  Viftory. 
Many  Men  ceafe  only  from  Sin,  becaufe 
Sin  ceafes  from  them,  they  have  not 
left  it,  but  k  hath  left  them.  The  old 
Man  thinks  himfelf  a  changed  Man,  be- 
caufe he  wallows  not  in  the  Lulls  of  the 
Elefh,  as  in  his  Youth.  But  alas,  no 
Thanks  to  him  for  that,  he  hath  not 
ceafed  from  his  Lufts :  But  Temptations 
to  him,  or  Power  and  Ability  in  him  to 
follow  them  hath-  ecafed,  there  is  no 
Change  in  his  Sprit  within,  for  he  can 
talk  of  his  former  Sins  with  Plcafure, 


he  continues  in  other  Evils  as  bad,  bit 
more  fuitable  to  his  Age.    In  a  W0.4 
he  is  fo  inwardly,  that   it"  he  were  ia 
his  Body,  and  Occasions  otic  sing  as  be- 
fore, he  would  be  juft  the  Cunt.    Some, 
again,  ceafe  from  iome  Evils,  tromfome 
rinciples,  but  alas,  they  anyo  Chrifli- 
an  Principles.     What  retina*  the  Mul- 
titude of  Civilians  from  groi  Scandal  ? 
Is  it  any  Thing  but  Aricftirion  uf  a$ood 
Name  and  Repc  rr  in  the  World  Mi  it 
not  Fear  of  Reproach  or   Cenfure  ?  Is 
it  not  becaufe    poffibfy    they  ha?e  no 
particular  Inclination  to  fuch  Evib!  And      \ 
yet  there  are  many  other  Euh  of  the      j 
He-.t  as  Evil,  rfiu'  more  Cibri/e.  ih*t  they      \ 
pleafe  themfelves  in,  as  Pride,  Coretouf- 
nefs,    Malice,    Envy,    Ambiuoa,  gr. 
Wh.it  lhall  all   your  Ablhneoce  be  ac- 
counted of,  when  it  is  not  Lore  to  Jefus 
Chriil,  or  Hatred  of  Sin  that  principles 
it  ?  It  is  not  the  outward  Abftinence  that 
wiTl  commend  yon:  Such  it  is,  as  the 
Principles  of  it  aie.     And  theft  only  are 
the  true  ■  Chrirtian  Principles  of  Morti- 
fication,  Love  of  Jefus   Chriil,   vbicb 
conft  rains  Men  to  live  no  more  to  them* 
feivej,  but  to  be  new  Creatures,  1  Cor. 
v.  14,  15.    and  Hatred  of  Sin  in  its 
Nature  as  Sin  :  A  Christian  (bould  hate 
a  mortal   Hatred  at  it,  as  his  mortal    " 
Enemy.     It  is  not  Chriftianity  to  abftain 
from  fome  rle(hly   Lufts,  if  ye  coniidtr 
them  not  as  your  Soul's  Enemies,  1  Pet. 
ii.  11.     Te  that  love  the  Lord,  bate  £• 
vil,  Pfal.  xcvii.  10.     Thefe  are  chained 
together.    David's  Hatred  was  a  Soul 
Hatred,  an  Abhorency,  Pfal.  cxix.  163. 
/  bate  and  abhor  lyirg  ;   it  is  like  the 
natural  Antipathies,  that  are  among  Crea- 
tures :  The  Soul  hates  not  only  the  Per* 
ton  of  it,    but   the  Nature   of  it  alfo. 
Men  often  hate  Sin,  only  as  it  is  circum- 
Aantiate  ;  but  Chrtfhan  Haired  is  a  Hi* 
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red  of  the  Nature,  like  the  deadly  Feuds, 
which  are  Enmities  againft  the  Kind  and 
Name.  /  will  tut  Enmity  between 
thy  Seed,  &c.  ft  is  a  perfect  Hatred, 
Pfal.  cxxxix.  ss.  And  fo  it  cannot  en- 
dure any  Sin,  becaufe  all  is  contrary  to 
God's  Hoiinefs,  and  offenfive  to  his 
Spirit.  I  would  think  it  tafier  to  forfake 
all  Evil,  and  ceafe  from  doing  any  Evil, 
I  mean  prefumptuoufly,  with  a  willing 
Mind  ahd  Endeavour,  than  indeed  to 
forfake  one  ;  for  as  long  as  ye  entertain 
fo  many  Luffs' like  it,  they  lhall  make 
Way  for  it.  It  were  eafier  to  keep  the 
whole  Commandments  in  an  evangelical 
Senfe,  than  indeed  to  keep  any  one,  for 
all  of  them  help  another,  and  fubfift 
they  cannot  one  without  another,  fo  that 
ye  take  a  foolifli  Courfe,  who  go  about 
particular  Reformations.  Ye  Icandalous 
Sinners  profefs  that  ye  will  amend  the 
particular  Fault  ye  are  guilty  of,  and  in 
the  mean  Time,  ye  take  no  heed  to  your 
Souls  and  Lives ;  therefore  it  (hall  be 
either  in  vain,  or  not  acceptable :  How 
,pleafant  a  Life  would  Christians  have, 
if  they  would  indeed  be  perfwaded  to, 
be  altogether  Chriftians  ;  the  halting  of 
it  neither  pleafeth  God  nor  delights  you  ; 
it  keeps  you  but  in  continual  Torment 
^between  God  and  Baali  Your  own  Lufts 


ufurp  over  you,  and  that  of  Chrift  in 
you  challenges  the  Supremacy  ;  fo  ye  arc 
as  Men  under  two  Matters,  each  ftrivinjf 
for  the  Place,  and  were  k  not  better  to 
be  under  one  fettled  Government?  If  there 
be  any  Tendernef*  of  God  in  your 
Hearts,  or  Light  in  your  Confciences, 
they  cannot  but  teftify  againft  your  Luffs, 
thefe  ttrange  Lords ;'  your  Lufts  again, 
they  drive  you  on  againft  yx>ur  Confci- 
ence;  thus  ye  are  divided  and  tormented 
betwixt  two,  your  own  Confidence  and 
Affections.  You  have  thus  the  Pain  of 
Religion,  and  knpw  not  the  true  Pleafure 
of  it :  You  are  marred  in  the  Pleafures 
of  Sin,  Confcience  and  the  Lovt  of  God 
is  a  Worm  to  eat  that  Gourd,  it  is  Gall 
and  Vinegar  mixed  in  with  them.  Were 
it  not  more  Wifdom,  to.be  either  one 
Thing  or  another.  If  ye  will  have  tbe 
Pleafures  of  Sin  for  a  Seafon,  take  them 
wholly,  and  renounce  God,  and  fee  if 
your  Heart  can  endure  that.  If  your 
Heart  cannot  condelcend  to  that,  I  pray 
you  renounce  them  wholly*  and  ye  lhall 
find  more  exquifite  and  fure  Pleafures  in 
Godlinefs,  at  his  Right-hand.  O  what 
a  noble  Entertainment  hath  the  Soul  if 
God ;  the  Peace  and  Joy  of  4he  Holy 
Gboft  is  a  Kingdom  indeed. 
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Ifa.  xxvi.  ?.  Thon  foah  keep  him  in  ptrfeft  face, 
tvhoje  Mind  is  flayed  on  thee>  bccaufe  be  trufitth  is 
thee. 


ALL  Men  love  to  have  Privileges 
above  o'hers.  Every  one  is  upon 
the  Dffign  and  Search  after  fonie  Well- 
being,  fmce  Adam  loft  that  which  was 
true  Happinefc :  We  all  agree  upon  the 
general  Notion  of  it,  but  prefcntly  Men 
divide  in  the  following  of  Particulars, 
Here  all  Men  united  in  feeking  after 
Tome  Good,  fomething  ro  fkiisfy  their 
Souls,  and  fatiate  their  Defires.  Nay, 
but  they  fcatter  prefently  in  the  Profecu- 
tion  of  it,  becaufe,  according  to  every 
Mans  Fancy  and  corrupt  Humour,  they 
attribute  that  Good  unto  diverle  Things ; 
and  when  they  meet  with  Disappoint- 
ment, they  change  their  Opinion  of  that, 
but  are  made  no  wifer,  for  they  turn 
from  one  to  another  of  that  fame  Kind, 
in  which  their  Imagination  hath  fuppofec! 
Bleflednefs  to  be;  and  therefore,  they 
will  return  to  that  which  they  firft  loathed 
and  rciefted.  Is  there  then  no  luch 
Thing  "in  the  World  as  Bleflednefs?  h 
it  not  to  be  found  among  Men?  Are  ali 
Men's  unfatiable  Delires  in  vain?  Is  a 
Creature  made  up  and  compofed  of  De- 
lias, to  keep  it  in  continual  Torment  and 
Vexation  of  Spirit?  No  certainly,  it  is, 
and  if  is  found  by  fome  ;  ali  the  Woild 
ftriv?  about  if,  but  tl;e  Man  or.ly  who 


truth  and  believes  in  God,  he  it  is  who 
carries  it  away  from  them,  wbo  kith 
this  Privilege  beyond  the  World.  And 
why  do  Co  many  mift  k  ?  Eecaufe  ttey 
do  not  lee  nor  fufpeft  that  ii  is  Cieffed- 
nefs  indeed  which  he  enjoys:  But  oo 
the  contrary,  their  corrupted  Imitati- 
ons reprefrnt  Godlinefs,  zqd  a  godly 
Man's  Self-indigency  and  Dependence  on 
God,  is  the  greateft  Mifery  and  Shame. 
The  godly  Man  hides  not  his  Bieficd- 
nefs  from  the  World ;  no,  lie  proclaims 
it  when  he  hath  found  it ;  he  would  that 
all  enjoyed  it  with  him.  'And  if  there 
were  no  more  to  declare,  that  it  doth 
not  confift  in  worldly  Thuigs,  this  nrigfat 
fuffice ;  they  are  not  communicable  to 
many,  without  the  Prejudice  and  Lois  of 
-every  one.  But  "none  will  belxere  Hs 
Report  of  his  own  Eftate. 

If  ye  would  confider,  hers  is  that 
which  Men  toil  for.  compafi  Sea  and 
Land  for,  here  it  is,  mar  thee  in  tb] 
Moutb :  It  is  not  in  Heaven,  that  thou 
ihould  fay,  How  jbali  Jafcend  to  it* 
It  is  not  in  Hell  below,  that  itaufhould- 
eft  fay,  JVbo  Jball  defcend*  Is  it  not 
in  the  Ends  of  the  Earth  ;  no,  it  is 
near  thee,  in  tby  Moutb  :  It  is  not  be- 
yond the  Sea,   but  it  is  near  in  ttj 
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Mouth,  even  the  Word  of  Faith,  which 
Chrift  preached,  Rom.  x.  6,  7,8.   And 
what  (ays  that  Word  ?    Believe  with 
tby  Heartland  thou  Jbalt  be  foved, 
truft  in  God,  and  depend  on  him,  and 
ye  Jbatl  have  Peace,  and  that  perfeA 
Peace  \  and  this  Peace  (hall  be  kept  by 
God  hin.felf.    Bleffed  then  is  the  Man 
that  truflj   in  the  Lord,  Pfel.  if.  4. 
Ye  make  a  Ion?  Journey   in  vain,  ye 
fpend  your  Labour  and  Money  in  vain, 
all  the  Pains  might  be  faved,  it  it  not 
Where  ye  leek  it ;  ye  travel  about  many 
Creatures,  ye  go  to  many  Doors,  and 
enquire  for  Happinefs  and  Peace,  but  ye 
go  too  far  off,  ye  need  not  search  fo 
many  Coafts,  it  is  nearer  Hand,  in   this 
Word  of  the  Gofpe!,  the  joyful  Sound  ; 
it  is  this  that  proclaims  Peace.     Peace  is 
a   comprehensive    Word,    efpecially  in 
Scripture.    It  was  tbe  Jew  Salutation, 
Peace  be    to  you,  meaning  Happinefs 
and  all  good  Things :  It  is  Chrift  *  Salu- 
tation, Grace  and  Peace.    Grace  is  Ho* 
linefs,  Peace  is  Happineft,  and  thefe  are 
either  one,  or  inseparably  conjoined  as 
one.    This  was  the  Angels  Song,  Glory 
to  God,  Peace  on  Earth,  Luke  ii.  14. 
Bleflednefs   was   reftored,    or  brought 
near  to  be  reftored,  to  mifcrable  Man  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  upon  the  Apprehenfion 
of  this,  Angels  fing.    It  was  this  Chrift 
came  into  the  World  with,  and  when  he 
went  away,  he  left  this  Legacy  to  his 
Children,  My  Peace  I  leave  you,  John 
itv.  27.     We  loft  Happineft,  and  all 
Men  are  on  a  vain  Purkrit  of  it  fince, 
but  it  is  found,  and  found  by  one  of  our 
Kin ;  our  Lord  Jefus,  our  elder  Brother, 
he  hath  found  if,  or  made  k,  and  brought 
it  near  us  in  the  Gofpe!,  for  the  recei- 
ving ;  and  wholb  receives  him  by  Faith, 
and  trufting  in  him,  receives  that  Privi- 
lege, that  Peace,     He  endured  much 


Trouble  to  gain  our  Peace,  he  behoved 
to  undergo  Mifery,  to  purchafe  our  Blef* 
fednefs,  and  fo  it  is  bis  own,  and  wholb* 
receives  htin,  receives  it  >  lib. 

The  News  of  fuch  a  Peace  might  be 
ieafonable  in  the  Time  of  War  and 
Trouble,  if  we  apprehended  our  Need 
of  it.     It  is  not  a  Peace   fro/an  War 
and  Trouble,  but  a  Peace  in  War  and 
Trouble.    My  Peace  I  leavt  jkw,  in 
tbe  World  ye  fialt  have  Trouble,  John 
xiv.  27.  and  xvi.  at  tbe  End.    What  * 
bleued  Meffage  is  it,   that  there  uup 
Peace,  and  a  perfe/t  Peace  attainable  m 
the  Midft  of  Wars,  Copfiifions  and  Ca- 
lamities of  the  TUnes,  public*  and  per* 
fonaJ,  a  perfeft  Peace,  a  complete  Peace, 
even  complete  without  tbe  Acceffion  of 
outward  and.  worldly  Peace,  that  needs, 
it  not;  nay,  appears  moft  'perfeft  and  in- 
ore  in  itfelf,  when  it  is  ftriped  naked  of 
them  all.    Behold  what  a  Privilege  the 
Goipel  offers  junto  you  ;  ye  need  apt  be 
made  miferabfe,  but  if  you  pleale~    Thh 
is  more  than  all  tbe  World  qan  afford 
you,  there  js  no  Man  can  pronuie  to 
MmfeJf  Immunity  from  public*  Dangers* 
or  pcribnal,  from  many  Griefs  and  DiC 
appointments :  But  the  Gofpel  bids  you 
reckon  up  all  your  Troubles  and  Miferie* 
that  ye  can  meet  with  in  the  World  ; 
and  yet  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  if  ye  hearken  to 
Wififom,  there  is  a  Peace  that  will  make 
you  forget  that  Trouble ;  ffer  Ways 
are  Ways  of  PUafantnsfs,  and  a0 
her  Paths  are  Peace,  Frq.  iik  17*   I 
will  undertake  to  male  thee  blefled,  /aye 
Wijdm*  tbe  Father's  Wifdm.    Whea 
all  the  World  hatfi  given  thee  over  for 
miferaUe,  when  thou  haft  fpent  dy  Sub* 
fiance  on  the   Phyficians,  and  in  vain* 
come  to  me,  I  can  heal  that  deiperate 
Difeaie  by  a  Word.    /  create  Peace  p 
when  natural  Caufes  have  gfrra  it  over* 
Cccc  1 
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1  create  it  of  nothing,  /  u-ill  keep  you 
in  perfect  Peace. 

You  have  then  here,  three  Things  of 
fpecial  Concernment,  in  thefe  Times  and 
all  Times,  a  Bleffcdnefs.  a  perfetf  Peace 
attainable*  the  Way  of  it,  and  the  Foun- 
tain of  it :  The  Fountain  of  it.  the  Pre- 
fcrvcr  of  it,  is  God  bimfelf;  the  Way 
to  attain  it,  is  trufting  in  God,  and  /fay- 
ing on  bim.     This  Sweetnefs  of  Peace, 
is  in  God  the  Tree  of  Life,  Faith  puts  to 
its  Hand,  and  plucks  the  Fruit  of  the 
Tree;  Hope  and  Dependence  on  God, 
is  a  Kind  of  tailing  of  that  Fruit  and 
eating  of  it ; '  and  then  followeth  this  per- 
fect Peace,  as  the  delightful  Rcliih  and 
Sweetnefs  that  the  Soul  finds  in  God, 
upon  tailing  how  gracious  he  is.    God 
himfelf  is  the  Life  of  our  Souls,  the 
Fountain  of  living  Waters,  the  Life 
and  Light  of  Men.    Faith  and  trufting 
in  God.  draws  out  of  this  Fountain,  out 
of  this  deep  Well  of  Salvation,  and  flay- 
ing on  God  drinks  of  it,  till  the  Soul  be 
refrertied   with    Peace  and   Tranquility, 
luch   as  paffcth   natural    Under  Handing. 
Chrift  Jefus  is  the  Tree  of  Life,   that 
grows  in  the  Garden  of  God,  trufting  in 
him  by    Faith  implants  a  Soul  in  him, 
roots  a  Soul  in  him  ;  by  Virtue  of  which 
Union,  it  fprings  up  and  grows  into  a 
living  Branch,  by  ftaying  and  depending 
upon  him,  we  live  by  him,  and  hence 
fprings  this  blefled  and  fweet  Fruit  of 
f*eace  of  Soul  and   Confcience,    which 
grows  upon  the  Confidence  of  the  Soul 
placed  in  God,  as  the  Stalk  by  which  it 
is  united  to  the  Tree.    Trufting  and 
Haying  upon  God,  is  the  Souls  cafting 
its  Anchor  upon  bim,  in   the  Midft  of 
the  Waves  and  Srorms  of  Sin,  Wrath 
and  Trouble.     The  poor  beaten  Sinner 
cafts  an  Anchor  within  the  Vail,  on  that 
lure  Ground  of  immutable  Proniifes  in 
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Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  then  it  refts  and  quie& 
ufelf  at  that  Anchor,    enjoys  Peace  is 
the  Midft  of  the  Storm,  there  is  a  great 
Calm,  it  is  not  moved*   or  not  gready 
moved,  as  if  it  were  a  fair  Day.    David 
flieth  unto  God  as  his  Re/if e,  anchors 
upon  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  Pjai  ivL 
i,  2.     And  fo  he  enjoys i  perfetf  CaJta 
and  Tranquility,  /  Jball  not  te  moved, 
becaufe  he  is  united  to  the  lock,  he  is 
tied  to  the  firm  Foundation  Jefui  Chrift, 
and  no  Storm  can  diflblve  this  Urica; 
not  becaufe  of  the  Strength  of  that  Rope 
of  Faith,  it  is  but  a  weak  Cord,  if  Qa- 
nipotency  did  not  compafs  it  about  alio; 
and  fo  we  are  kept  by  the  Power  of 
God,    through    Faith    um§  Salvation. 
The  poor  wearied   TVaveMet,  the  Pil- 
grims fits  down  under  the  Shadow  of  a 
Rock,  and  this  Peace  is  bis  Reft  under 
ir.     Faith  lays  him  down,  and  Peace  is 
his  Reft  and  Sleep.    Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift 
is  a  Motion  towards  him,  ss  the  Soul's 
proper  Place  and  Centre ;  and  therefore 
it  is  called  a  coming  ro  him,  dying  to 
him  as   the  City  of  Refuge:  It  is  the 
Soul's  Flight  out  of  itfrlt,  and  Mifery 
and  Sin  within,  to  apprehend Mercy  and 
Grace,  and  H3ppinefs  in  Chrift.    Now. 
Hope  is  the  Conjunction  or  Union  of 
the  Soul  with  him,  the  Soul  then  ftaying 
and   refting  on   him,  *  as  in  its  proper 
Place,    and  fo  it  enjoys   perfeft  Peace 
and  Reft  in  its  Place  ;  lb  that  if  ye  re* 
move  it  thence,  than  ye  offer  Violence 
to  ir. 

Thefe  two  Things  are  of  grearrt  Ira- 
portance  to  you  to  know  ;  wfiu  this 
perfea  Peace  is,  and  what  it  the  Way 
to  attain  it?  The  one  is  the  Privilege 
and  Dignixy,  the  other  is  the  Duty  of 
a  Chriftian,  and  thefe  two  make  ia(  up 
what  he  is. 

I  would  think  that  Man  perfeAly  bltf 

fed 


upon  Ifa.  xxvi.  3. 


57J 


fed,  who  is  at  Peace  with  two  Tilings, 
God  and  himfelf.    If  a  Man  be  at  Peace 
with  Creatures  without  him,  and  be  at 
Peace  with  himfelf,  but  have  War  within 
bis  own  Mind,  that  Man's  Peace  is  no 
Peace,  let  be  perfeft  Peace.     A  Marts 
greatefl    Enemy   is    within    bis   own 
Houje.    And  within  indeed,  when  it  is 
in  his  Bofom  and  Soul :     When  a  Man's 
Confidence  is  againfl  him,  it  is  worfe 
than  a  World  beHde.    Confcienfia  mile 
tejtes,  fo  I  fay,  it  is  mile  bofles.    It  is 
a  thoufcnd   Witnefles,    and  a   lhoufand 
Enemies.    It  were  better  to  endure  Con- 
demnation of  any  Judge,  of  many  Judges 
in  the  World,  than  to  fuftain  the  Conk 
viftion  of  a  Man's  own   Confcience : 
When  it  accufetb,  who  Jball  excufe  * 
John  viii.  9.    Rom.  ii.  15.    A  merry 
Spirit  (faith  Solomon)   is  a  continual 
Feaft,  Prov.  xv.  15.    And  what  muft 
a  Heart  be,  which  hath  fuch  a  gnawing 
Worm  within  it,  as  an  accufing  Confci- 
ence, to  eat  it  out  ?  This  is  the  Worm 
of  Hell  that  dies  not  out,  which  makes 
liell,  Hell  indeed.    This  indeed  will  be 
a  painful  Confuraption,  A  broken  Spirit 
dryetb  up  tbe  Bones ^  it  will  eat  up  the 
Marrow  of  the  Spirit  and   Body,  Prov. 
ivii.  22.    What  infirmity  is  there  which 
a  Man  cannot  bear?  Poverty,  Famine, 
War,   Peftilence,    Sickaefc,  name  what 
you  will ;  but  a  wounded  Spirit  who  can 
bear?   Prov.  xviii.  14,     And  there  is 
Reafon  for  it,  for  there  is  none  to  bear 
it:  A  found  and  whole  Spirit  can  fbftain 
Infirmities,  bot  when  that  is  wounded, 
which  fhould  bear  all  the  reft,  What  is 
behind  to  bear  it  ?  It  is  a  Burden  to  itfelf : 
If  a  Man  have  Trouble  and  War  in  this 
World,  yet  there  is  often  efcaping  from 
it ;  a  Man  may  fly  from  his  Enemy,  but 
when  thy  Enemy  is  within  thee*  whether  j 
(ball  thou  fly?  Thou  cannot  go  from 


thyfclf,  thou  carries  about   thee  thy  E« 
nemy,  thy  Tormenter. 

But  fuppbfe  a  Man  were  at  Peace  with* 
in  himfelf,  and  cried  Peace,  Peace  to  him 
felC\  yet  if  he  be  not  at  Peace  with  God. 
(hall  his  Peace  be  called  Peace  f  Shall  ir 
not  rather  be  named  fupine  Security  ?  If 
a  Man  be  at  Variance  with  himfelf,  and 
his  Soul  difqirieted  within,  there  is  more 
Fear  than  Danger,   if  he  be  at  Peace 
with  God.    It  is  but  a  faffe  Alarm  that 
Ihall  end  well :  But  if  he  have  Peace  in 
his  own  Bofom,  and  yet  no  Agreement 
with  God  ;  then  Deftruftions  are  cer* 
tainly  coming,  his  Dream  of  Peace  will 
have  a  terrible  wakening.     A  Man  may 
fleep  foandly,  and  his   Enemies  round 
about  him,  becaufe  he  knoweth  not  of 
it ;  but  he  is  in  a  worfe  Eftate,  nor  he? 
that  is  in  great  Fear,  and  his  Enemies 
either  none,  Or  far  diftant:    The  one 
hath  prefent  Danger,  and  no  Fear,  the 
other  prefent  Fear,  and  no  Danger,  and 
whidr  of  thefe  think  ye  bed?  Sudden 
Deftru&ion  awakes  the  one  from  Sleep, 
Ezek.  vii.  2$.    Their  Fear  and  De- 
finition come  both  at  once,  when  it  is 
now  in  vain  to  fear,  becaufe  it  is  paft 
Hope,  Prov.  i.  27.  Therefore  the  Lord 
fwears,  that  there  is  no  Peace  to  the 
tricked,  Ifa.  xlviii.  22.  What?  Do  not 
they  often  cry  Peace  to  themfelves,  and 
put  the  evil  Day  far  off?  No  Men  are  fo 
without  Bands  in  Lift  and  Death  as  they1, 
they  have  made  Agreement  with   Hell 
and  Death,  and  their  own  Confciences ; 
yet  for  all  tint,  This  faitb  tbe  Lord, 
there  is  no  Peace  to  the  Wicked.    If 
God  be  againft  us,  what  is  the  Milter 
who  be  with  us ;   for  he  can  mafr  a 
Man's  Friends  his  Enemies*,  and  he  can 
make  a  Man's  Enemies  to  be  at  Peace 
with  htm :  He  makes  Peace  and  ere* 
ates  trouble,  Ifc.  xlv.  7.    Men  can  but 
C  c  c  c  2  dctf  ray 
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dettroy  the  Body,  but  he  can  deftroy 
both  Body  and  Soul  for  ever.  O  what 
a  potent  and  evci  lafting  Enemy  is  he  ? 
There  is  no  efcaping  fiom  his  all-feeing 
Eye,  and  powerful  Hand,  Pfal.  cxxxix. 
7,  8.  A  Man  may  riy  from  Men,  but 
whether  (hall  he  fly  from  his  Prefence  ? 
To  Heaven  ?  He  is  there :  To  Hell  ? 
He  is  there.  The  Darknefs  of  the 
Night  hath  been  a  Covering  under  which 
many  have  efcaped,  and  been  faved  in 
Armies,  but  Darknefs  is  no  Covering 
to  him,  it  is  all  one  with  Light:  lie  is 
«ear  hand  every  one  of  us ;  the  Con- 
fcience  is  within  us,  but  he  is  within  the 
Confcience ;  and  how  much  God  is  above 
the  Creature,  fo  great  and  dreadful  a 
Party  is  he  above  any  Enemy  imagin- 
able. Therefore  I  conclude,  that  that 
Man  only  hath  perfect  Peace,  who  is  at 
Peace  with  God,  and  with  his  own  Con- 
fcience. If  a  Man  be  at  Peace  with  God, 
and  not  with  himfelf,  he  wants  but  a 
Moment's  Time  of  per  felt  Peace  ;  for, 
ere  it  be  long,  the  God  of  it  will  fpeak 
Peace  unto  him.  But  if  he  be  at  Peace 
with  God  and  himfelf,  I  know  not  what 
he  wants  of  the  perfect  Peace,  of  tht 
Peace  Peace:  For  it  is  a  Man's  Mind 
that  makes  Feace  or  War,  it  is  not  out. 
ward  Things ;  but  in  the  midft  of  Peace, 
he  may  be  in  Trouble,  and  in  the  midrt 
ot  Trouble  in  Peace*  according  as  he  hath 
Satisfaction  and  Contentment  in  his  own 
Breaft  :  For  what  is  all  the  Grace  of  a 
Chriflian?  It  is.Godhnefs  with  Content- 
ment :  It  is  not  Godlineis  and  Riches, 
Godlinefs  and  Honour,  or  Pleafure,  God- 
linefi  and  outward  Peace.  No,  jpo, 
Contentment  rompenfeth  all  thefe,  and 
hath  in  it  eminently,  all  the  Gain  and 
Advantage  of  thefe.  A  Man  in  Ho- 
nour, a  rich  Man,  having  no  Content- 
ment in  it,  is  really  as  poor,  as  igno- 


minious, as  the  poor  and  defpiied  M. 
If  Contentment  then  be  without  tfa 
Things,  certainly  they  cannot  be  miffi 
for  where  Contentmenr  is  not  with  the 
it  only  is  mifled,  and  they  not  conA 
red.  Contentment  is  all  the  Gain  d 
Men  feek  in  Riches  and  Honour  a 
Pleafure;  if  a  godly  Man  have  that  fa 
without  them,  he  then  hath  ail  the  Gi 
and  Advantage,  and  wants  nothing,  h 
fome  Trouble  that  ordinarily  attenc 
them:  Outward  Peace  cannot  add  i 
inward  Peace,  andfo  the  Want  of  it  d 
not  diminifli. ,. 

We  mud  begin  at  the  Original,  if  ft 
would  know  rightly  this  Peace  that  pi 
feth  Knowledge.  The  Fountain-head  i 
Peace  with  God ;  a  Stream  of  this  i 
Peace  of  Confcience,  and  Peace  withtfc 
Creatures.  There  is  a  Peace  of  Friea 
thip,  when  Perfons  were  never  Enemic 
and  there  is  a  Peace  of  RecoariJiano 
when  Pariies  at  Variance  are  made  on 
Innocent  Adam  had  Peace  once  wi 
God  as  a  Friend,  Angeis  continue  fo  i 
this  Day  ;  but  now  there  is  no  fiich  Peac 
between  Men  and  God,  (or  all  are  6< 
come  Enemies  to  God,  and  ALlie 
from  the  common  Wealth  of  Ifracl,  TI 
Peace  was  broken  by  Rebellion  agaii 
God  his  Maker,  and  all  the  Fofter 
are  born  with  the  fame  Enmity  agat 
God.  On  our  Part  are  Hearts  defx 
rateiy  wicked,  iibofe  Imagination  is , 
ly  Evil  continually.  On  God's  Part 
holy  and  fpotlejs  Juftice,  that  is 
purer  Eyes  than  to  behold  Jniqu 
and  therefore  muft  deftroy  it  or 
Sinner.  On  our  Parr,  are  fo  many  1 
bellions,  Adams  a<5hial  Tranfgretfi 
and  all  our  own  Sins  and  Breaches 
the  holy  Law,  as  fo  many  Breaches 
Peace.  On  God's  Part,  are  fo  ma 
Caries  anfwerable  to  the  Breaches 
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the  Law:  Cwfed  iJr  every  one  that 
abideth  not  in  every  fining,  &c.  This 
Curie  is  even  the  Proclamation  of  Men 
to  be  Traitors,  and  an  Intimation  of  the 
righteous  Judgment  whkh  will  come  u- 
pon  them.  Adam  was  in  a  Coyenant 
of  Peace  with  God,  Do,  and  thou  Jbait 
live,  if  not,  thou  Jbalt  die.  Adam 
brake  this  Covenant,  fo  the  Peace  is  dif- 
folved,  and  God  is  no  more  obliged  to 
give  Life,  but  to  execute  the  Pain  con- 
tained in  the  Covenant:  And  in  Sign  and 
Token  of  this,  look  how  Adam  fled 
from  God's  Prefence,  to  hide  himfeif 
when  he  heard  his  Voice,  it  was  a  poor 
Shift,  for  whether  Should  he  go  from 
his  Pre  fence?  But  alas,  feeking  more 
Wifdom,  he  loft  that  he  had,  feeking  di- 
vine Wifdom,  he  loft  human*  Now, 
there  is  no  more  making  up  this  Peace 
on  fuch  Terms  again ;  we  have  no  Ca- 
pacity to  treat  with  God  any  more :  But 
blefled  be  his  Majefty,  who  hath  found ' 
out  the  Way  of  Agreement  and  Recon- 
ciliation. Oh  that  ye  were  once  per- 
fwaded  of  your  Enmity  againft  God ;  ye 
are  not  born  Friends,  tho'  ye  be  born 
within  the  vifible  Church.  How  dread- 
ful a  Thing  is  it,  to  have  the  moft  high 
and  terrible  God  againft  you,  to  do  to 
you  acccording  to  your  Deferring*  f  Ye 
all  know  this,  we  are  Enemies  to  God  by 
Nature ;  1  pray  you,  is  it  but  a  Name  ? 
Is  it  not  worthy  deep  Gonfideration  ? 
But  who  confidereth  this  Matter?  If  ye 
k)fe  a  Friend,  ye  will  be  troubled,  and 
the  more  behoveful  your  Friend  was,  the 
more  troubled  you  will  be.  If  a  great 
and  potent  Nation  proclaimed  War  a- 
gainft  us,  we  cannot  but  be  fenfibte  of 
it :  But  alas,  who  confidereth  the  great 
Breach  that  is  between  God  and  all  Men, 
occafioned  by  the  firft  Man's  Tranf- 
greffion  and  Rebellion.    It  is  one  of  the 


Degrees.of  Health,  to  know  the  Difeafr> 
and  I  may  call  it  a  Degree  of  Peace,  a 
,  Kind  of  Preparation  to  Peace,  to  know 
the  Enmity,  and  not  generally  to  know 
it,  but  to  ponder  it  till  the  Heart  be  afc 
felted  with  it ;  to  call  a  Counfel  of  all 
the  Faculties  and  Afleftiohs  of  the  Soul* 
to*  confide?  the  great  immtfent  Danger 
of  Man's  Common-wealth.  What  isir, 
I  pray  you,  that  is  the  greateft  Obftrufti- 
on  of  Mens  making  Peace  with  God,  that 
makes  the  Breach  irreparable,  and  the 
Wound  incurable?  It  is  this,  certainly  ; 
no  Man  apprehendeth  it  aright:  We  en- 
tertain good  Thoughts  of  our  FriendOiip 
with  God,  or  that  it  is  eafy  to  be  reco£ 
died.  W  ho  feeth  fuch  a  wide  Breach  be- 
tween God  and  Man,  that  all  the  Merits 
of  Angels  and  Men  could  not  makele 
up?  Who  feeth  the  Price  of  Redemption 
fo  precious,  as  it  muft  ceafe  for  ever,  for 
all  that  Men  and  Angefs  can  do?  Is  not 
every  Man  offering  God  Satisfiftion* 
either  bis  Tears,  or  Sorrow,  or  Amen* 
mem  in  Time  coming,  or  all  of  them? 
Do  not  Men  undertake  to  pacify  God 
with  external  Ordinances,  and  think  it 
may  fuffice  for  their  Sins?  Certainly  ye 
are  ignorant  of  the  infinite  Separation  b** 
tween  God  and  Man,  that  imagines"! 
Treaty  with  him  yourfclf,  or  that  eve* 
ye  can  come  in  Ipeaking  Terms:  And 
tlierefore  is  this  War  and  Enmity  per* 
petual;  therefore  there  is  no  Peace* 
when  ye  cry  Peace,  Peace.  When  ye 
have  Peace  within  you,  and  fay  that  ye 
have  Peace  with  God;  yet  certainly 
The  Lord  thy  God  is  againft  tbee>  and 
wilt- not  frare  thee,  Deut.  uix.  19. 
Many  of  you  biefi  yourfeives  in  your 
own  Hearts ;  when  ye  bear  the  Curfe 
and  Threading  of  the  Law,  ye  fay,  God 
forbid,  or  all  that  wefe  true.  Well,  thus 
faith  the  Lord,  all  tbefe  Curies  that  are 
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written  in  this  Book  (hall  ly  jipon  thee, 
and  the  Lord  (hall  feparate  thee  unto 
Eiil,  becaufe  ye  take  not  with  your 
Enmity  ;  there  can  be  no  Treaty,  a  Me- 
diator can  have  no  Imployment  iiom 
you. 

How  (hall  the  Breach  of  Peace  be  made 
up?  Since  the  firrt  CoVenant  cannot  be 
made  up  again,  where  (hall  the  Remedy 
be  found?  God  is  juft  and  righteous.  Men 
are  rebellious  and  tiuful ;  can  thcfe  meet, 
and  the  one  not  be  confumed?  Will  not 
God  be  a  confumirg  Fire,  and  Men 
1  as  Stubble  before  the  Lord's  Prefence  ? 
Therefore,  there  muft  be  a  Mediator 
between  them,  a  Peace-maker,  to  make 
of  two,  one,  to  take  up  the  Difference. 
And  this  Mediator  muft  be  like  both, 
and  yet  neither  wholly  the  one,  nor  the 
other.  He  muft  therefore  be  God  and 
Man,  that  he  may  be  a  fit  Day's  Man, 
betwixt  God  and  Man:  And  this  is  our 
Lord  Jefus  Cbrijt.  In  his  Diunity 
he  comes  near  to  God,  in  his  Humanity 
he  comes  near  to  Man :  In  his  Perlbn, 
he  is  between  both,  and  he  is  fit  to  make 
yeace ;  and  therefore,  he  is  a  Prince  of 
Feace,  Ifa.  ix.  6.  And  that  he  may  be  a 
Prince  of  Peace,  he  muft  be  both,  An 
emlafixni  Father  like  God,  and  a  young 
Child  like  unto  Man :  God  to  prevail 
with  God,  and  a  Man  to  engage  for 
Man ;  and  therefore  he  is  called  our 
teace,  Eph.  ii.  14.  Our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  enters  in  a  Covenant  with  the  Fa- 
ther, wherein  he  undertakes  to  bear  our 
Curfe,  and  the  Chaftifement  of  our  Peace; 
he  is  content  to  be  dealt  with  as  the 
Rebel,  upon  me,  upon  me  be  the  Ini- 
quity, and  fo  there  comes  an  Interrup- 
tion, as  it  were,  of  that  bkfled  Peace  he 
had  with  the  Father  ;  he  is  content  that 
there  Ihould  be  a  Covering  of  Wrath 
fyreadoYer  the  Father's  Love,  that  he 


Ihould  handle  the  Son  as  an  Enemy ;  «i 
therefore  it  is,  that  Sinners  are  adaind 
as  Friends,  his  Obedience  takes  away  <rc 
Rebellion.  The  Cloud  of  the  Lorfi 
Dil'pleafure  pours  down  upon  him,  dot 
it  might  be  fair  Weather  to  us:  Tie 
Armies  of  Curies  that  were  again/!  us, 
encounter  him,  and  he,  by  being  ova- 
come,  overcometh;  by  being  fltia  bj 
Juftice.  Satan  and  Sin,  ovocometfa  ail 
thofe,  And  killetb  the  Emit]  on  the 
Crqfs,  making  Peace  by  his  Blood,  CoL 
ii.  14,  15.  Eph.  ii.  15.  And  it  is  this 
Sacrifice  that  hath  pacified  Heara,  the 
fweet  Smell  of  it  hath  gone  aoorc,  ad 
made  Peace  in  the  high  Paces. 

Here  then  is  the  Privilege  of  a  Belie- 
ver, to  be  at  Peace  with  God,  to  be  one 
with  him  ;  and  this  indeed  is  life  eternal, 
to  be  united  unto  the  Fountain  of  Life,  in 
whofe  Favour  is  Life,  and  whole  taring 
Ktndnefs  is  better  than  Life :  Is  not  this  a 
bleiled  Eftate  ?   Whatever  a  Man  hath 
done  againft  God,  it  is  ill  forgiven  and 
forgotten,  (hall  never  come  ia  Rcmem- 
brance.    Are  not  Angels  tleffed  who  are 
Friends  with  God?  Such  is  the  Soul  whole 
Sins  are  pardoned  through  Chtift*  the* 
Sins  are  as  if  they  nevtf  had  been  ;  the 
Soul  is  not   only  efcaped  that  terrible 
Wrath  of  God,  but  being  at  Peace  wufa 
God,  all  the  Goodneft  that  is  cornmwu- 
cable  to  Creatures,   it  (hall  partake  <tf. 
That  tbey  may  be  one*  as  we  are  one, 
that  tbey  may  be  per  feci  in  one,  Job.  ivii. 
This  Chrift  prayed  for,  and  this  wis  the 
End  of  his  Death,  to  make  of  two  one  ; 
fo  then  the  Glory  chat  Chrift  is  Partaker 
of  with  the  Father,  we  mini  be  Partakers 
of  with  him,  and  all  this  by  Virtue  of 
that  Peace  with  God  by  him.    Oh  if  ye 
knew  what  Enmity  with  God  is »  bow 
would  it  indear  and  make  precious  Peace 
with  bim  ?  The  one  cogageih  all  thtfisia 
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God,  to  he  againft  a  Man  ;  the  other  en- 
gage* all  that  is  in  him  to  be  for  a  Man : 
And  is  not  he  then  a  great  One,  whether 
he  be  a  Friend  or  an  Enemy  ?  Is  he  not 
the  beft  Friend  and  worft  Enemy  ?  Who 
hath  mod  Power,  yea,  all  Power  to  em- 
ploy for  whom  he  will,  and  againft  whom 
he  will.  What  a  blefled  Change  is  it,  to 
hare  God,  of  a  continuing  Fire,  made  a 
Sun,  with  Healing  and  Confolation  ?  that 
the  righteous,  holy  and  juft  God,  before 
whom  no  Flelh  caa  ftand,  (houid  accept 
fo  rebellious  Sinners,  and  dwell  among 
them  ?  He  had  not  only  Power  to  deftroy, 
but  Law  againft  us  alfo.  What  a  perfeft 
Peace  is  it  then,  that  the  Judge  becometh  a 
merciful  Father,  and  the  Law  of  Ordinan- 
ces is  cancelled,  and  that  Power  imployed 
to  keep  Salvation  to  us,  and  us  to  Salvati- 
on ?  Ye  who  have  made  Peace  and  At- 
tornment through  Chrift's  Blood,  rejoice 
in  the  Hope  of  the  Glory  of  God  ;  there 
wants  nothing  to  make  you  compleatly 
blefled,  but  the  clear  and  perfeft  Sight  and 
Knowledge  of  your  E$ate  before  God. 

Now  when  this  Peace,  which  is  made 
up  in  Heaven,  is  intimated  pnto  the  Con- 
Uriel  ce,  then  all  the  ^ftpefts  and  Clouds 
of  it  evanith  ;  and  thi*is  the  Peace  of  be- 
lieving, which  is  the.  Souls  reding  and 
quieting  it  felf  upon  the  beliered  Favour 
of  God.  There  may  be  a  great  Calm 
above.  Good-will  in  God  towards  Men, 
and  yet  great  Tempefts  in  this  lower  Re- 
gion, no  Peace  on  Earth.  There  is  a 
Peace  of  Confluence,  which  is  a  Dijeafe 
of  Confcience,  a  Benumednefs  of  Confci- 
ence.  or  a  Sleep  of  Confidence,  when 
Men  walk  in  the  Imagination  of  (heir  own 
Hearts,  and  flatter  themfelves  in  their  own 
Eyes,  will  not  trouble  themfelves  with 
the  Apprehenfion  of  the  Wrath  of  God, 
when  Souls  will  not  fuffer  their  Sin,  or 
the  Curie  to  enter  in  :  This  is,  that  no 
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Veacet**\\\z\i  the  Lord  fpeaks  ofttn  of, 
it  is  but  a  Dream ;  and  when  a  Man 
awaketh,  alas  !  what  a  dreadful  Sight 
meets  he  with  firft,  fudden  Definition ; 
Sin  enters  in  the  Conscience,  and  the  Law, 
the  Strength  of  Sin;  and  fo  that  Peace 
endeth  in  an  eternal  Difquietnels  :  But 
what  is  the  Reafon,  that  notwithstanding  of 
God's  Juftice  and  Mens  Sins,  fo  many  are 
not  afraid  of  him,  fo  many  pafs  the  Time 
without  Fear  of  Wrath  and  Hell?  Is  it 
not  becaufe  they  have  taken  Hold  of  his 
Strength  and  made  Peace  with  them  ? 
No  indeed,  but  becaufe  they  know  not 
the  Power  of  his  Anger,  to  fear  him  ac- 
cording to  his  Wratk  \JTho  will  fpend 
one  Hour  in  the  Examination  of  his  own  ' 
Ways,  in  fearching  out  Sins,  in  counting 
his  Dtbt,  till  he  find  it  part  Payment  ? 
No,  Men  entertain  the  Thoughts  of  Sin# 
and  Hell  and  Wrath,  as  if  it  were  Coals  ia 
their  Bofom,  they  (hake  them  out,  they 
like  and  love  any  Diverfion  from  them. 
Oh,  Ignorance  raaketh  much  Peace,  I 
would  fay  Security,  which  is  fo  much 
worfe  than  Fear,  becaufe  it  is  fo  far  from 
the  Remedy,  that  it  burnetii  not  the 
Evil  and  Danger.  It  is  not  the  rifing  of 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  Aiming  into 
the  Soul  that  hath  cleared  them,  but  their 
perpetual  Darknefs  that  blindeth  them. 
I  fay  then,  in  the  Name  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  ye  never  knew  the  Peace  of  God, 
who  knew  not  War  with  God  ;  ye  know 
not  love,  who  have  not  known  Anger  ; 
but  this  is  the  Souls  true  Peace  and  Tran- 
quillity, when  it  is  once  Jwakned  to  fee 
its  Mifery  and  Danger  ;  bow  many 
Clouds  overfpread  it  ;  what  Tempefts 
blow  ;  what  Waves  of  Difpleafure  go 
over  its  Head  ?  But  when  that  Peace, 
which  is  made  in  the  high  Places,  breaketh 
thro'  the  Cloud  with  a  Voice,  Son  be  of 
good  Comfort,  tbj  Sins  be  forgiven  thee  ; 
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when  that  Voice  of  the  Spirit  is  uttered, 
prefently  at  its  Command  the  Wind  and 
Waves  obey  ;  the  Soul  is  calmed,  as  the 
Sea  after  a  Storm  ;  it  is  not  only  un- 
troubled, but  h  is  peaceable  upon  folid 
Grounds,  "becaufe  of  the  Word  which 
fpeaks  Peace  in  Chrifl.  The  Peace  of 
themoftofyou,  is  iuch  as  ye  were  born 
and  educated  withal  ;  it  is  not  a  created 
Peace,  a  fpoken  Peace,  the  Fruit  of  the 
Lips,  and  fo  no  true  Peace:  Ye  had  not 
your  Peace  from  the  Word,  but  yc  brought 
it  to  the  Word  ;  ye  have  no  Peace  after 
Trouble,  and  foit  is  not  the  Lord's  Peace. 
The  Chriftian  may  have  Peace,  in  Re- 
gard of  his  own  Salvation  and  eternal 
Things,  and  in  Regard  of  all  Things 
thatbefalleth  in  Time ;  the  firft  i*,  when 
the  Conference  is  fprinkled  with  the  Blood 
of  JefusChrift,  and  ge*e;h  a  good  An- 
fwer  to  all  the  Chillenges  and  Accufations 
of  Confidence,  and  of  the  Law  and  Juf- 
i ice,  i  Pet.  iii.  %  i .  when  the  Spirit  of 
Cod  (bines  into  the  Soul,  with  a  new 
Light  to  dilcover  thefe  Things  that  are 
freely  given,  i  Cor.  it.  1 2.  And  this  is 
the  Sealing  of  the  Spirit  after  believing, 
Epb.  i.  1 3.  When  a  Soul  hath  put  to  its 
Seal  by  believing  God's  Word,  and  hath 
acknowledged  God's  Truth  and  Faithful- 
aefs  in  his  Word,  the  Spirit  fealeth  mu- 
tually the  Believer's  Faith,  by  more  Ho- 
linefi  and  the  Knowledge  of  it :  And  how 
ireat  Peace  is  this,  when  a  Soul  can  look 
upon  all  its  Iniquities,  when  they  compafs 
about  a  Man,  and  outward  Trouble  Ihar- 
peneth  and  fetteth  on  Edge  inward  Chal 
lenges,  and  yet  the  SOul  will  not  fear,  it 
hath  Anfwers  to  them  all  in  Chrift's 
Blood,  Pfal.  xHx.  5.  This  is  a  greater 
Word  than  all  the  World  can  fay  ;  many 
Mens  Fearlefinefi  proceeded  from  Igno- 
rance of  Sin,  their  Iniquities  were  never 
let  in  Order  befere  them  j  but  if  onfe 
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they  compafled  them  about,  and  Wrath, 
like  a  fiery  Wall  compafs  them  about  alfa, 
fo  that  there  were  no  efcaping  ;  Oh  it 
would  be  more  terrible  than  all  the  Ar- 
mies of  the  World,  ye  would  account 
little  of  a  Kingdom,  ye  would  exchange 
it  for  fuch  a  Word  as  David  huh  upon 
good  Grounds. 

Now  1  fay  again,  thp  Soul  that  rurh 
thus  commuted  it  felf  to  him  as  a  faithful 
Keeper,  may  have  Peace  in  all  Efta-es 
and  Conditions  ;  and  this  Peace  flowcth 
from  that  other  Peace.  There  is  a  Peace 
which  guards  the  Heart  and  Mindr  Phil. 
iv.  6,  7.  oppofed  to  Carefulnefi  and 
Anxfcty ;  and  this  Paul  la  exempliry  for,/ 
beve  learned  in  every  Eft  ate,  therewith 
to  he  content,  to  want  and  abound,  &c 
Ver.  11.  T*he  Soul  of  a  Believer  may  be 
in  an  equal  even  Tenor  and  Dilpofiiion  in 
all  Conditions  ;  it  may  po  fiefs  it  felf  in 
Patience  ;  Impatience  and  Anxiety  makes 
a  Man  not  his  own  Man  ;  he  is  not  him* 
felf ;  he  enjoys  not  himfeif ;  he  is  a  Bur- 
den to  him/elC  and  is  his  own  Tormen- 
ter  ;  but  if  Souls  were  /rayed  upon  God, 
certainly  they  would  pofleft  themferves, 
dwell  fccurely  within  their  own  Breafls. 
We  may  find  that  the  moft  Part  of  Men 
are  expofed  to  all  the  Floods  and  Waves 
of  the  Times ;  they  move  inwardly,  as 
Things  are  troubled  outwardly;  every 
Thing  addetb  Moment  10  their  Grief  or 
Joy  ;  any  DiJpenfadon  cafteth  the  Bat- 
lance,  and  either  weights  them  down  with 
Difcduragement,  or  lifteth  them  up  with 
Vanity  and  Lightneis  of  Mind;  but  the 
Believers  Privilege  is  to  be  unmoved  in 
the  Midft  of  all  the  Tofllngs  and  Con- 
fufions  of  the  Times,  PJal.  exxviii.  i,  2. 
Ye  would  be  dj  Mount  Van,  ifje  trufied 
in  God ;  no  Difpenfation  fhouldtnter  in* 
to  the  Soul  to  caft  the  Ballance  upon  you  • 
ye  might  food  upon  your  Rock  jeltis 
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Chrirt,  and  look  about  the  Eftates,  Per- 
ibns,   Affairs   and  Minds  of  Men,  as 
a  troubled  Sea,  fleecing,  toffed  up  and 
down,  and  ye  ftand  and  not  be  moved, 
or  not  greatly  moved,    Pfal.     ladi.   a. 
And  this  is  to  be  wife  indeed.   If  I  would 
defcribe  a  wife  Man,  I  would  fay,  he  is 
*ne  Man,  befide  him  no  Man  is  one 
with  himfelf,    but   various,   inconftant, 
changeable  :  He  is  unwife  who  is  unlike 
himfelf,  who  changerh  Perlons  according 
to  Difpenfations  ;  Wifdomis  .the  Stability 
of  thy  Times,  and  Faith  isWifdom  ;  it 
eftablifheth  as  Mount  ZiojgjK  as  a  Man 
cometh  out  dill  one,  in  Trolperity  not 
exalted,  in  Adverfity  not  cad  down,  in 
every   EAate  content ;  and  this  is  the 
Man  who  is  blefled  indeed.     This  were 
Wifdom,  to  will  the  lame   Thing   and 
nill  the   fame   Thing,    Semper    idem 
velle,  atque  idem  nolle.    I  need  not 
(faith  Seneca)  add  that  Exception,  that 
it  be  right  which  you  defire,  for  no  one 
Thing  can  universally  and  always  pleafe, 
if  it  be  not  good  and  right ;  fo  I  fay,  he 
were  both  wife  and  happy,  who  had  but 
one  Griet  a  nd  one  Joy.    Should  not  a  Be- 
liever's Mind  be  calm  and  ferene,  feeing 
the    true  Light   hath  (hined  ;  it  ftiould 
be  as  the  upper  World,  where  no  Blafts, 
no  Storms  or  Clouds  are  to  ccclipfe  the 
Sun,  or  cloud  it ;  while  our  Peace  and 
Tranquillity  is  borrowed  from  outward 
Things,  certainly  it  muft  change :    But 
a  Believer's   Peace  and  Tranquillity  of 
Mind  having  its  Rife  from  above,  from 
the  unchangeable  Word  of  the  Lord,  it 
needeth  not  to  change  according  to  the 
Viciffitudes  of  Providence.    He  needeth 
not  to  care  before  hand,  'becaufe  there  is 
•ne  who  carethfor  him :  And  what  need* 
eth  both  to  care  ?  He  needeth  not  be  dif- 
quieted  or  troubled  after,  becaufe  it  (hall 
turn  about  to  bis  Good ;  AUftit%sjbatt 


dojb,  Rom.viii.  28.  He  needeth  not  be 
anxious  about  future  Events,  becaufe  he 
hath  all  bis  Burden  caft  upon  another  by 
Prayer  and  Supplication.  What  needeth 
he  then  take  aneedlefs  Burden?  Prayer 
will  do  that,  which  Care  pretends  and 
cannot  do,  and  that  without  Trouble.  He 
needeth  not  be  troubled  when  Things 
are  prefent,for  he  cannot  by  his  Thought 
either  add  or  diminilh,  take  away  or 
prevent.  There  is  one  good  and  neceP- 
fary  Thing  that  his  Heart  is  upon,  and 
that  cannot  be  taken  from  him  ;  and 
therefore  all  Things  elfe  are  indifferent, 
and  of  fmall  Concernment  to  him. 

Now  what  wanteth  fuch  a  Man  of  per* 
feft  Peace,who  is  reconciled  to  God,  and  at 
Peace  within  himfelf?  when  Peace  guardetb 
the  Heart  and  Mind  within,  compafleth 
it  as  a  Caftle  or  Garrifon,  to  hold  out  all 
the  vain  Alarms  of  external.  Things.  Majr 
not  all  the  World  be  troubled  about 
him  ?  What  though  the  Floods  lift  up 
their  Voice,  if  they  come  not  into  the 
Soul  ?  If  he  be  one  and  the  fame  in  Peace 
and  Trouble,  Profpeiity  and  Adverfitf, 
do  not  lament  him  in  the  one  more  than 
the  other.  It  is  the  Mind  that  maketh 
your  Condition  good  or  bad  :  But  yet,  I 
fay,  the  Believer  hath  likewife  Peace  with 
all  the  Creatures,  which  the  World  hath 
not,  and  even  in  this  he  is  a  privileged 
Man.  He  is  in  League  voiib  the  Stones 
of  the  Field,  and  in  Peace  in  bis  ta- 
bernacle, Job.  v.  a 3.  All  fbings  are 
bis,  becatfe  be  is  Cbrift's.  and  all  arc 
Cbrift\  who  is  the  Poflcflbr  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  at  leaft  the  righteous  Heir  of 
both,  1  Cor.  iii.  2t.  The  Unbeliever 
hath  no  Right  to  the  Creature  ;  though 
there  be  a  Ceflation  for  a  Time  between 
them  and  him,  yet  that  is  no  Peace;  for 
they  will  at  Length  be  armed  agtinft  him, 
they  are  Witnefles  already  afaiflft  him. 
Oddd  and 
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and  groan  to  God  for  the  Corruption 
mat  Mans  Sin  iiaih  fubjefted  them  unto. 
His  Table  is,  it  may  kr,  full,  yet  it  is  a 
Snare  unto  him  ;  he  getteth  Eafe  and 
Quietnr-fs  ouiwardly:  Nay,  but  it flayeib 
the  Fool  ar.d  deftroyeth  hi  w.  But  the 
godly  Man  is  at  Pea:e  ihro'  C^rifr's 
Blood  with  all  Croifes  a:*d  Comforts  ; 
the  Sung  and  Enmity  of  all  Evils  is  taken 
away  by  Chriit.  Poverty  is  made  a 
Friend,  becaufe  Chrift  wjs  poor  ;  Hun- 
ger and  Tnirft  is  become  a  Friend,  be- 
caufe Chrift  was  hungry  and  thinly  ; 
Reproach  and  Contempt  is  at  Peace  with 
him,  becaufe  Chrii*  was  dtfpiled  ;  Afflic- 
tions and  Sorrows  are  reconciled  to  him, 
becaufe  Chrirl  was  a  Man  of  Sorrows, 
and  acquainted  with  Griefs  :  In  a  Word, 
Death  itfelf  is  become  a  Friend,  fince 
Chrift  fubdued  it,  by  tailing  of  it.  I 
may  fay,  the  word  Things  to  a  natural 
Man,  are  become  bed  Friends  to  the  Be- 
liever ;  the  Grave  keepeth  his  Body  and 
Dull  in  Hope  :  Death  is  a  better  Friend 
than  Life,  for  it  miniflers  an  Entry  into 
Glory  ;  it  is  the  Door  of  eternal  Life  ; 


it  uteth  down  the  Tabernacle  of  Mortal 
ty,  that  we  may  becloathed  upon  with  Im- 
mortality: In  Sum,  whatever  ic  be,Gbrift 
ruth  (lamped   a  new    Quality   on  it ;  it 
cometh  through  his  Hand,  and  fo,  if  ir  be 
not  good  in  it  felf,  yet  ir  is  good  in  the 
life,  and  in  his  Appointment,  Horn,  viiL 
21.   If  it   be  not  good,  yet  it   workerh 
together  for   our  Good  ;  it  conrributeib 
to  our  Good,  becaufe  it  is  i-i  his  skij/ul 
Hand  ;  who  can  bring  Good  out  of  Evil, 
Peace  out  of  Trouble.     Oh  that  ye  were' 
perfuaded  to  be    Christians  indeed,    to 
love  his   Law,    and  truft  in  him,  great 
Peace  have  all  fuch ;  this  were  more  to 
you  nor  Peace  in  the  World  ;  your  Peace 
fhould  be  as  a  River,  for  Abundance  and 
Perpetuity ;  no  Drought  could  dry  it  up  • 
it  fhould  run  in  Time  as  a  large  River 
and  when  Time  is  done,  it   would  em- 
i  bofom  iifelf  in  Eternity,  in  that  Ocean 
!  of  eternal  Peace  and  Joy  which  the  Saints 
j  are  drowned  in  above ;  other  Mens  Peace 
is  but  like  a  Brook  that  dries  up  in  Sum. 
!  mer. 
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Ifa.  xxvi.  3.  Thou  Jhalt  keep  him  in  perfeft  Peace%  wbofe 
Mind  is  flayed  <m  thee>  becaufe  he  trujieth  in  thee* 


£*HRIST  hath  left  us  his  Peace,  as 
v^  the  great  and  comprehenfive  Le- 
gacy, My  Peace  I  leave  you,  John  xiv. 
97.  And  this  was  not  Peace  in  the 
World  that  he  enjoyed,  you  know  what 
his  Lift  was,  a  continual  Warfare  ;  but  a 


Peace  above  the  World,  that  pafleth  Un- 
derstanding. In  the  World  you  Jhali  have 
trouble*  but  in  me  you  {ball  bane 
Peace,  faith  Chrift,  a  Peace  that  fhall 
make  Trouble  no  Trouble:  You  rnoft 
lay  your  Accounts  to  have  fuch  a  Life, 


upon  Ifa.  xxvi.  3. 


S81, 


as  the  Forerunner  had;  but  withal,  as 
he  hath  left  us  his  Trouble,  fo  hath  he 
left  us  his  Peace  ;  the  Trouble  will  have 
an  End,  but  the  Joy  can  no  Man  take 
from  you :  We  have  this  fure  Promife 
to  reft  upon,  in  Behalf  of  the  Church, 
Peace  Jball  be  on  Jfrael ,  a  Peace  that 
the  World  knoweth  not,  and  f<5  cannot 
aflaurt  it,  or  take  it  away..  Ofi  that  you 
would  hearken  to  this  Word,  Z%dt  you 
would  trtijf  in  the  Lord,  andjfay  upon 
jour  God,  then  Jbould  your  Peace  be 
as  a  River,  Ifa.  xlviii.  18.  There  is 
nothing  moredefired  in  Time  of  Trouble, 
than  Peace ;  but  all  Peace  is  not  better 
than  War :  Some  neceflary  War.  is  bet- 
ter  than  evil  grounded  Peace.  The  King- 
doms have  been  long  in  Pain,  labouring 
to  bring  forth  a  fafe  and  well-grounded 
Peace.  But  alas,  we  have  been  in  Pain 
and  brought  forth  Wind,  when  we  look- 
ed for  Peace,  no  Good  came,  and  for 
Healing,  behold  Trouble.  But  how  (hall 
we  arrive  at  our  defired  Haven?  Cer- 
tainly, if  Peaccbe  well  grounded,  it  mull 
have  Truth  for  its  Foundation,  and 
Righteoufiiefs  for  its  Companion ;  Truth 
tnujl  ffring  out  of  the  Earth,  and 
Migbteotifnefs  look  down  from  Heaven. 
This  were  the  compendious  Way  for 
publick  Peace,  if  every  Man  wou^make 
his  own  Peace  with  God :  There  are 
Controverfies  with  God,  between  King, 
Nobles  and  People  ;  and  therefore,  God 
fomenteth  the  Wars  in  the-  Kingdoms; 
If  you  would  "have  thefe  ended,  make 
Peace  with  God  in  Chrift,  by  flying  in 
unto  him,  and  refting  on  him ;  more 
trailing  in  God  would  difpatch  our  Wars ; 
trailing  in  the  Arm  of  Flefh  conticueth 
them.  Always  whatever  be,  Peace  or 
War,  here  is  the  Bufine/s  that  more  con* 
cerns  you,  your  eternal  Peace  and  Safety ; 
and,  if  ye  were  more  careful  of  this,  to 


fave  your  own  Souls,  you  would  help 
the  Publick  more.  If  you  could  be  once 
perfwaded  to  be  Chriftians  indeed,  we 
needed  not  prefs  many  Duties  in  Re- 
ference to  the  Publick ;  and  until  you  be 
once  perfwaded  to  fave  yourfelves,  by 
flying  from  the  Wrath  to  come,  it  is  in 
vain  to  fpeak  of  publick  Duties  to  you.- ' 
We  do  therefore  declare  unto  you  the 
Way  of  obtaining  perfect  Peace,  Peace  as 
a  River  ;  if  you  will  quite  all  Self-con- 
fidences, fly  from  yourfelves  as  your  great- 
eft  Enemies,  and  truft  your  Souls  unro 
the  Promife  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  lean  alt 
your  Weight  on  him,  we  aflure  you,  your 
Peace  (hall  run  abundantly  and  perpetual- 
ly. Whoever  trufteth  in  Creatures,  in 
uncertain  Riches,  in  worldly  Peace,  in 
whadbever  Thing,  befide  the  only  living 
and  glorious  Lord,  we  perfwade  him, 
that  his' Peace  (hall  fail  as  a  Brook:  All 
Things  in  this  World  (hall  deal  deceit* 
fully  with  you,  as  a  Brook  which  is  black-, 
ifh,  by  Reafon  of  Ice ;  what  Time  it 
waxeth  warm,  it  (hall  evani(h  ;  you  that 
looked  and  waited  for  Water  in  it,  (hall 
be  confounded,  becaufe  you  hoped  and 
are  alharaed,  becaufe  of  your  Expecta- 
tion, Job  vi.  15.  Qb.  The  Summer 
(hall  dry  up  your  Peace,  and  what  will 
you  do  ?  But  if  you  pour  out  your  Souls 
on  him,  and  truft  in  the  Fountain  of  IU 
ving  Waters,  you  (hall  not  be  aJhamed, 
for  your  Peace  (hall  be  as  a  River.  The 
Elephant  is  faid  to  truft,  that  he  can 
drink  out  a  River;  but  he  is  deceived, 
for  he  may  drink  again,  it  runs,  and 
(hall  run  for  ever.  If  any  Thing  would 
eflay  to  take  your  Peace  from  you,  it  is 
a  vain  Attempt,  for  it  runs  like  a  River ; 
it  may  be  (hallower  and  deeper,  but  it 
cannot  run  dry,  becaufe  of  the  living 
Fountain  it  proceedeth  from.  There  is 
oo  other  Thing  can  be  made  fure,  all 
Dddda  be- 
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befides  this  is  uncertain,  and  this  only  is 
worthy  to  be  made  fure ;  nothing  betides 
this  can  give  you  Satisfaction. 

Are  your  Hearts  asking  within  you, 
how  (hall  this  Peace  be  attained  ?  If  you 
defire  to  know  it,  confider  thefe  Words, 
Wbofe  Heart  is  flayed  on  tbee,  becaufe 
be  truftf  in  tbee.  It  concerneth  you 
much  to  know  well,  what  this  is,  that 
your  eternal  Peace  depends  on. 

Trufting  in  God,  is  the  leaning  of  thr 
Soul's  Weight  on  God,  the  Soul  hath  a 
Burden  above  it,  fieavy  and  unfupport- 
able,  and  this  the  Trufter  cafteth  upon 
God;  And  fo  be  is  a  loadened  and 
weary  Man,  wbom  Cbrifi  exbortetb  to 

-.come  to  bim,  and  be  jballfind  Eafe  for 
bis  Soul,  Mat.  xi.  a£.  Prov.  iii.  5. 
Leaning  to  ourfelf,  and  milling  in  God 
are  oppofed,  Pfal.  xxii.  10.  Trufting 
is  exponed,  to  be  a  cafting  upon  God, 
Pfal.  xxv.  1.     It  is  called,  a  lifting  up 

mtbe  Soul  to  bim.  This  one  Thing  is 
included  in  the  Bofom  of  Trufting  and 
Believing,  that  a  Man  bath  many  Bur- 
dens too  heavy  for  him,  which  would 
fink  him  down :  The  Believer  is  iuch  a 
one  as  Jebofapbat%  sChron.  xx.  12.  O 
Lord,  we  have  no  Might  againft  this 
great  Company^  neither  know  we  what 
10  do.  O  Lord,  1  have  an  Army  of  Ini- 
quities againft  me,  a  great  Company 
compafleth  me  about;  an  Army  of  Curies 
as  numerous  as  mine  Iniquities,  both  are 

fc  innumerable  as  the  Sand  of  the  Sea  ;  I 
have  no  Might  againft  them,  neither 
know  I  what  to  do :  Nay,  the  Lord  is 
againft  me,  his  Wrath  is  like  the  roaring 
of  a  Lyon,  what  can  I  do  againft  him  ? 
The  firft  beginning  of  trufting  in  God,  is 
diftrufting  ourfelvcs :  And  until  a  Man 
fee  his  Duty  and  Burden  beyond  his 
Strength,  his  Burden  greater  than  he  can 
bear,  you  will  never  pcrfwade  tim  to 


come  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  lean  on  him. 
We  will  not  preach  any  fuch  Do&rine, 
as  10  diicharge  any  to  come  to  Chrift, 
till  they  be  wearied  and  loaden;  for, 
when  a  Man  conceiveth  that  he  wanteth 
that  Weariednefs,  whether  fliall  he  go  to 
find  it  ?  Is  there  any  Fountain,  but  one.. 
Jefus  Chrift,  both  of  Grace  and  Prepa- 
rations to  it,  if  any  fuch  be  ?  But  this  we 
preach  unto  you,  that  until  you  be 
wearied  and  loaden,  you  will  not  caft 
your  Burden  on  Jefus.  We  need  not 
difcharge  you  to  come  till  you  be  fuch, 
for  certainly  you  will  not  come.  This  is 
the  defperate  Wickednefs  of  our  Hearts* 
that  we  will  never  forfikc_ourfeJves,  till 
we  can  do  no  better  ;  until  Men  be  as 
David,  1  looked  on  the  Rigbuband, 
and  tbere  was  none  would  know  me. 
Refuge  failed  me,  certainly  they  will  not 
cry  to  God  :  Men  will  look  round  about 
them,  before  they  will  look  up  above 
them,  they  will  caft  the  Burden  of  their 
Souls  upon  any  Thing,  upon  their  own 
Sorrow  and  Contrition,  upon  their  Re* 
folution  to  amend,  upon  external  Duties 
and  Privileges,  upon  civil  Honefty,  until 
all  thefe  fuccumb  under  the  Weight  of 
their  Salvation ;  and  then,  it  may  be, 
they  will  ask  after  him  who  bare  our 
Griefs*  I  would  not  willingly  (peak  of 
Preparations  to  Faith,  becaufe  it  putteth 
Men  upon  fearching  fomething  in  them- 
felves,  upon  fafhioning  their  own  Hearts, 
and  trimming  them  to  come  to  Chrift ; 
whereas  tbere  is  nothing  can  be  acceptable 
to  htm,  but  what  cometh  from  him.  But  I 
think  all  that  Men  intend,  who  (peak  of 
Preparations,  may  be  gained  this  Way,. 
by  holding  out  unto  Men,  the  Impofli- 
bility  of  coming  to  Chrift,  till  they  be 
emptied  of  themfclves  ;  not  that  the  one 
is  a  Thing  going  before,  to  be  done  by 
us»  but  becaufe  tbey  are  all  one ;  it  is 

one 
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one  Motion  of  the  Soul  to  come  out  of 
itfelf,  and  in  to  Jefus :  It  is  one  Thing 
really  to  diftruft  ourfelves,  and  to  truft 
in  him  ;  and  by  this  Means,  when  the 
true  Nature  of  Faith  itfelf  is  holden  out, 
Men  might  examine  themfelves  rather 
by  it,  whether  they  havt  it,  nor  by  the 
Preparations  of  it. 

But  to  come  to  our  Purpofe,  when  the 
Soul  is  preflcd  under  Burdens  of  Sin  and 
Mifery,  of  Duty  and  Inefficiency,  and 
Inability  to  do  it,  then  the  Gofpel  diP 
covereth  unto  the  wearied  Soul,  a  Place 
of  Repofing  and  Reft.  The  Lord  hath 
eftablifoed  Cbrift  Jefus.  an  Enfign  to 
tbe  People,  thefe  who  feek  unto  him 
(hall  find  bis  Reft  glorious,  Ifa.  xi.  10. 
When  there  is  discovered  in  us,  all 
Emptinefs  and  Inability,  yea  Impoffibility 
to  fave  ourfelves,  or  perform  any  Duty, 
then  arc  we  led  to  Jefus  Chrift,  as  one 
who  is  come  with  Grace  and  Truth,  in 
whom  it  bath  pleafed  the  Father  all 
Fulnefs  Jbould  dwell;  and  the  turning 
of  the  Soul  oyer  upon  him.  is  trufting 
in  him.  You  would  not  miftake  this, 
trufting  in  the  Lord  in  its  firft  and  moft 
native  aAing,  is  not  always  Perforation 
of  his  Good-will  and  Love  in  particular  ; 
no,  the  Soul  meets  firft  with  a  general 
Promife,  holding  out  his  Good-will  in 
general,  and  the  Soul  clofeth  with  this,  a 
Thing  both  good  and  true,  as  faithful 
in  itfelf.  and  worthy  of  all  Acceptati- 
on. "  This  is  it  that  we  muft  firft  meet 
With,  an  all-fufficient  Saviour,  able  to 
fave  to  the  utmoft  all  that  come  to  him; 
and  the  Soul's  accepting  of  that  blefled 
Saviour  on  the  Terms  he  is  offered, 
this  is  believing  in  him,  and  trufting  to 
him,  as  a  complete  Saviour. 

Now  when  the  Soul  hath  disburdened 
itfelf  upon  God,  and  fet  to  its  Seal  to 
the  Truth  of  the  Promifts  in  the  Gofpel 


for  Salvation  ;  if  the  Light  of  the  Spirit 
(bine  to  difcover  this  unto  it,  that  it  hath 
laid  hold  on  bis  Strength,  who  is  able 
to  fave  to  the  utmoft*  th§n  it  becometh 
perfwaded  of  his  Love  in  particular  ;  and 
this  is  rather  the  fealing  after  believing, 
than  believing  itfelf. ' 

When  once  Men  have  hazarded  their 
Souls  upon  his  Word,  and  trufted  in  him, 
then  they  may  truft  in  him  for  all  Par- 
ticulars :  He  that  bath  given  bis  Son 
for  us.  will  be  not  with  him  give  all 
things  *  This  therefore  is  the  continual 
Recourfe  of  a  Believer,  from  discovered 
Emptinefs  and  Inefficiency  in  himfelf,  to 
travel  unto  the  Fulnefs  and  Strength  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  that  his  Strength  may  be 
perfected  in  Weaknefs :  Yea,  when  all 
Things  feem  contrary,  and  his  Difpen* 
fation  writes  bitter  Things  againft  us, 
yet  ought  we  to  truft  in  him.  Job  xiii.  1 5. 
There  is  a  Peace  of  Wilfulnefs  and  Via- 
lence  in  Faith,  that  will  look  always  to- 
wards his  Word,  whatever  be  threatned 
to  the  contrary. 

Now,  from  this  Faith  in  God,  flow 
eth  a  conftant  Dependjroce  and  Stayed? 
nefs  on  him,  7%ey  are  flayed  on  bim. 
becatife  they  trufted  in  bim  \  for  Faith 
difcovereth  in  God,  fuch  Grounds,  that 
it  may  lean  its  Weight  upon  him  without 
wavering  and  changing.  It  confidereth 
his  Power,  his  Good-will  and  his  Faith* 
fulnefs;  he  is  able  to  perform,  he  is  wil- 
ling to  do*,  and  be  is  faithful,  becaufe 
he  hath  promifed.  His  Greatnefi  and 
Power  is  a  Ugh  Rock,  higher  than  we, 
that  Faith  leadeth  us  unto:  His  Love 
and  Good-will  in  Jefus  Chrift,  raaketh 
an  open  Entry,  and  ready  Accefi  to  that 
Rock ;  and  Faithfulnefs  eogageth  both  to 
give  a  Shelter  and  feefuge  to  the  poor 
Sinner.  Would  a  Soul  be  any  more  tot 
fed.  would  there  be  any  Place  for  wa« 

tering 
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vering  and  doubling,  if  Souls  confidered 
his  excellent  loving  Kindncfs,  and  great 
Goodnefs  laid  up  and  treafured  with  him, 
for  thefe  that  trull  in  him  ?  Pfal.  xxxvi. 
7.  Who  would  not  put  their  Truft  un- 
der the  Shadow  of  his  Wings,  and  think 
themielves  fafe?  Again,  if  his  eternal 
Power  were  pondered,  how  he  is  able 
to  effedhiate  whatever  he  pleafeth,  what 
everlafting  Arms  he  hath,  that  by  a  Word 
fupports  the  Frame  of  the  World,  what 
he  can  do,  if  he-Hretch  out  his  Arm  ; 
and  then,  if  thele  two  immutable  Things, 
Heb.  vi.  18.  his  Promife  and  his  Oath 
were  looked  upon,  how  he  hath  ingaged 
himfelf  in  bis  Truth,  and  fworo  in  his 
Holinefi;  Would  not  a  Soul  \j  fafely 
between  thefe  three  ?  What  ftrong  Con- 
folaiion  would  fuch  a  threefold  Confidera- 
tion  yield  ?  Would  any  Wind  or  Tempeft 
blow  within  thefe  Walla  mounted  up  to 
Heaven  ? 

Stayednefs  on  God  is  nothing  elfe,  but 
the  Fixednefs  of  Believing  and  Trufting, 
TfaL  cxii.  7,  S.  His  Heart  is  fixed, 
trufting  in  God9  bis  Heart  is  eftabli- 
{bed.  It  is  even  the  mature  and  ripe 
.Age  of  Faith :  Faith  while  it  is  yet  in 
Infancy,  in  its  tender  Years,  it  neither 
can  endure  Storms,. nor  can  it  confirm 
us  in  them ;  but  when  it  hath  fprung  up 
-■and  grown  in  that  Root  of  Jejfe,  when 
it  is  rooted  and  eftabkfhed  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
then  it  eltablilheth  the  Soul:  Faith  a- 
biding  in  him  and  taking  Root  groweth 
confirmed,  as  a  Tree  that  cannot  eafily 
be  moved  ;  and  if  you  eftablifh  Faith, 
you  (hill  be  eftablifted. 

There  are  two  Particulars  which  I 
conceive  the  trufting  Soul  is  flayed 
on.  Ftrfi,  In  the  Meditation  of  God. 
Secondly,  In  Expectation  from  him  of 
all  good  Things.  When  I  fa/  the  Me- 
ditation of  God,  I  juke  iq  both  Con- 


templation and  ArTeftion.  The  tnott 
Part  of  Men  have  but  few  Thoughts  of 
God  at  all,  even  th:>fe  who  truft  In  him, 
do  not  confider  furTicienilj  what  a  Occ 
he  is  in  whom  they  believe.  lfFaitii 
were  vigorous  and  lively,  it  would  put 
Men  to  often  thinking  on  him,  feekiag 
to  know  him  in  his  glorious  Names,  the 
Mind  would  be  flayed  upon  this  glorious 
Objeft.  as  the  moft  myfterious  and  won- 
derful One.  How  throng  are  Mens 
Minds  with  their  Vanities?  Wltcn  tbej 
awake,  tbey  are  not  fttil  voitb  God ;  the 
Meditation  of  him  is  a  Burden  to  them. 
any  other  Thing  getteth  more  Time  and 
Thoughts.  But  Meditation  addeth  At 
fcftion  to  Contemplation  ;  Men  may 
think  long  upon  the  Heavens  and  their 
Courfe,  but  their  Afieftions  are  not  ra* 
vilhed  with  them :  But  this  is  the  Sold  • 
flayed  on  God,  when  the  Souls  Oefiret 
are  towards  the  Remembrance  of  bis 
Name,  then  Affeffion  ftayeth  the  Mind 
upon  what  it  pitcheth  on ;  and  certainly 
the  Mind  giveth  but  palling  Looks,  con- 
ftrained  Thoughts  where  the  Heart  it 
not :  Here  is  David's  Meditation,  VfaL 
i.  My  Dehgbt  is  in  tbe  Law  of  the 
Lord.  The  Soul  of  a  Believer  fhould 
be  conflant  and  fixed  in  the  Confideration 
of  God,  till  he  be  wholly  engaged  to  Ad- 
miration and  Wondering.  O  Lord  bow 
excellent  is  tby  Name,  Pfal.  via.  1. 
And  vibo  is  like.unto  tbee*  You  all 
fay  that  you  believe  in  Cod,  and  know 
his  Power,  you  know  he  is  good,  he  is 
merciful,  juft,  longfuffering,  faithful,  &cm 
But  what  is  all  this  Knowledge  but  Ig- 
norance, and  your  Light  Darknefs,  when 
it  doth  not  prefs  you  to  put  your  Truft 
in  his  Name  ?  You  know ;  nay,  but  you 
confider  not  what  you  know :  This  is 
trufting,  when  tbe  Mind  is  flayed  on 
what  it  kflowetb,  when  all  the  flattered 
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Thoughts  and  Afleftidns  are' called  home,  I* 
and  united  in  one,  co  be  exercifei  about  J 
this  comprehentire  Objeft,  7*be  Lord 
our  God.  It  is  not  Want  of  Knowledge 
deflroyeth  you,  but  want  of  Confide- 
ration  of  what  you  know,  and  this  is 
Brutifhntfs.  Mens  Hearts  do  not  carry 
Seal  and  Stamp  of  their  Knowledge,  be- 
caufe Thoughts  of  God  and  his  Word 
are  but  as  Paflengers  that  go  thro'  a 
Land,  as  Lightning  going  thro'  the  Mind, 
but  warms  it  not;  and  fo  their  Practice 
carrieth  no  Impreflion  of  it  either.  How 
bafe  is  it  for  thofe  who  have  God  for 
their  God,  to  be  fo  ignorant  of  him  ? 
Would  not  any  Man  willingly  travel  a- 
bout  his  own  Pofleffions?  Have  you  fucb 
a  large  Portion  Believers,  and  (hould 
you  be  taken  up  with  other  Vanities? 
Should  your  Hearts  and  Minds  be  flayed 
on  them,  more  than  the  living  God? 
There  is  a  great  Vanity  and  Levity  in 
Mens  Minds.  <fbe  Lord  knowetb  the 
^thoughts  of  Men  that  tbey  are  Fdnity. 
There  is  an  Unfettlednefs  of  Spirit,  we 
cannot  pitch  upon  that  on  which  we  may 
be  flayed;  and  fo  ail  the  Spirits  of  Men 
are  in  a  continual  Motion  from  one 
Thing. to  another,  for  nothing  giveth 
complete  Satisfaction,  and  therefore  it 
mufl  go  and  try  one  after  another,  to 
fee  if  it  can  find  in  it*  what  it  found  not 
in  the  former :  And  fuch  is  the  Incon- 
fiancy  of  the  Spirit,  that  it  licketh  up  its 
Vomit*  and  what  Thing  it  rcfufed,  it 
eateth  it  up  as  its  Meat :  The  Time  is 
fpent  in  choofing  and  refuting,  rejecting 
one  Thing,  and  taking  another,  and  a- 
gain  returning  to  what  you  have  rejected. 
Thus  are  Men  tofled  up  and  down,  and 
unliable  in  all  their  Ways,  as  a  Ship 
without  bailafling.  Now,  Faith  and 
Trufting  in  God  is  the  Ballafl  and 
Weight  .of  this  incenftant  Ship :  It  is  the 


Anchor  to  flay  it  from  being  driven  to° 
and  fro.  If  once  Men  would  pitch  upon 
this  one  Lord,  who  hath  in  himfclf  e- 
minently  all  the  fcattered  Perfections  of 
Creatures,  and  infinitely  more,  if  you 
would  confider  him,  and  meditate  on 
him,  till  your  Souls  loved  him,  would 
you  not  be  ravilhed  with  him  ?  Would 
you*  not  build  your  Houfe  befide  him, 
and  dwell  in  the  Meditation  of  hi« 
Name?  This  would  fix  and  eflabiifh  you 
in  Duties,  When  I  awake,  I  am  ftill 
with  tbee.  A  little  Searching  and  Ex- 
perience difcovereth  Emptinefi  in  all  be- 
fide ;  and  therefore  is  it,  that  the  Soul 
removeth  fooner  from  fuch  a  particular 
Creature,  than  it  expefted :  But  here  is 
One  that  is  paft  finding  out ;  the  more 
I  fearch  and  find,  I  find  him  the  more 
above  what  I  can  fearch  and  find.  The 
Creatures  are  but  painted  and  fair  in 
Mens  Apprehenfion,  and  at  a  Diflanco, 
but  the  near  Enjoyment  of  diem  dit 
covereth  the  Delufion,andfendetba  Man 
awajr  afhamed,  becaufe  he  trufted.  But 
the  Lord  God  is,  and  there  is  no  other* 
he  is  not  as  Waters  that  fail,  no  Liar,  he  ■ 
is  an  everlafling  Fountain,  the  more  you 
dig  and  draw,  it  runs  the  failer,  he  will 
never  fend  any  away  afhamed  that  trufl 
in  him,  becaufe  they  (hall  find  more  than 
they  expefted. 

Therefore  the  Soul  that  is  flayed  oft 
Meditation  of  God,  and  knoweth  him 
certainly,  will  be  fixed  in  Expectation 
from  him:  Our  Eipt ftation  from  the 
Creatures  change*,  becaufe  it  is  oft 
Fruftrate.  Difappointment  meets  ir,  it  is 
above  what  is  in  the  Creature,  and  fo 
it  muft  meet  with  Difappointment ;  but 
as  he  is  above  our  Medication,  fb  is  he 
far  above  our  Expeftation:  And  if  a 
Man's  Experience  anfwer  his  Hope,  he 
bath  no  Reafon  to  change  his  Hope. 

The 
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The  Lord  hath  often  done  Things  we 
looked  not  for,  but  we  nerer  looked  for 
any  Thing,  according  to  the  Grounds  of 
the  Word,  but  u  was  done,  or  a  better 
than  it.  He  doth  not  always  anfwer  our 
Limitations  j  but  if  he  give  Gold*  when 
we  fought  Silver,  are  we  not  anfwered  ? 
Are  we  difappointed  ?  There  are  three 
Things  that  ufe  moil  to  difquiet  a  ad  tofs 
Mens  Spirits,  Sin  and  Wrath,  future 
Erents,  and  prefent  Calamities:  Faith 
eftablilheth  the  Soul  on  God  in  all  thefe, 
and  fufieretb  it  not  to  be  driven  too  and 
fro  with  thefe  Winds ;  it  finds  a  Harbour 
and  Refuge  in  God  from  all  thefe.  If  he 
be  purfued  by  the  Avenger  of  Blood, 
God's  Wrath  and  Juftice,  here  is  an  open 
City  of  Hefoge,  that  he  may  run  to  and 
be  fare.  If  Iniquities  com pafs  me  about, 
yet  1  will  not  fear,  but  oppofe  unto  that 
great  Company,  the  many  Sufferings  and 
Obedience  of  Jefus  Chrift.  My  Con- 
■  fcience  challenged  and  writeth  bitter 
Things  againft  me,  yet  I  have  an  An- 
fwer  in  that  Blood  tbatjpeaketb  better 
brings  nor  Abets.  If  Sins  prevail,  he 
will  purge  them  away:  His  Mercy  is 
above  all  my  Sin,  and  his  Venue  and 
Power  is  above  my  Sin,  He  bath  pro- 
ndfed,  and  will  be  not  do  it*  Oft-times 

•  Mens  Souls  are  perplexed  and  tolled 
about  future  Events,  careful  for  To* 
morrow;  this  is  a  great  Torment  of 
Spirit,  it  cutteth  and  divideth  it,  putteth 

-  a  Man  to  his  own  Providence,  as  if  there 

were  no  God:  But  he  that  trufieth  in 

'•God,  is  eftabliftied  in  this.  His  Heart 

*  /  jixe dt  tmfting  *n  ,be  L§rd »  he  h»h 
committed  bis  Soul  to  him,  and  why  may 
he  not  hir  Body?  He  hath  nothing  but 
his  Promife  for  eternal  Salvation,  and 
may  not  mat  fame  fuffice  for  temporal  ? 
He  careth  for  me  (faith  Faith)  why  then 
fhould  we  both  care  about  one  Thing  ? 


He  bath  liven  bis  Son  for  me,  the  moA 
precious  Gift,  which   the   World  cannot 
match,  and  wili  be  not  with  bim  give 
all  tbefe  UJJer  Things  *  And  thus  the 
Believer  inclofeth  himielf  within  the  Fa- 
ther's Love  and  Providence,  and  is  Axed. 
not  fearing  evil    -Tidings  ;     for   what 
Tidings  can  be  Evil,  feeing  our  Farher 
hath  the  fovereign  difpofing  of  all  A/rairs, 
and  knoweth  what  is  beft  for  us?  Prefent 
Difpenfations  often  make  Men,  ariti  drir- 
eth  them  too  and  fro:  Their  Feet  flip# 
and  are   not  eftablifhed,    Tbou  bid  tin 
face,  and  I  was  troubled.     But  if  you 
trufted  in  God,  and  confidcred  what  is 
in  him  to  oppofe  to  all  Difficulties  and 
Calamities,  you  would  fay,  /  Jball  not 
be  moved,  tho'  the  Floods  lift  up  their 
roice.    If  you  believed  his  Love,  would 
not  this  fweeten   all  his  Dealing?  He 
maketb   all  work   together  for   Good 
Sovereignity,  Bighteoufnefs  and  Mercy,' 
are  fure  and  firm  Ground  to  ftand  upon 
in  all  Storms-    You  may  cart  Anchor  at 
any  of  thofe,  and  fy  fecure.    It  is  the 
Lord,   let  bim  do   what  be  peqfctb. 
This  was  enough  to  quiet  the  Saints  in 
old  Times.    Should  be  give  Account 
of  bis  Matters  to  us  *  Shall  the  Clay 
Jay  *<*  the  Porter,  why  is  it  thus  /  His 
abfolute  Right  by  Creation,  maketh  him  x 
beyond  all  Exception,  do  what  be  pleafes : 
But  befide  this,  he  is  pleafed  and  con- 
deicendeth  to  reafbn  with  us~,  and  give 
Account  of  his  Matters,  to  teffcfy  to  out 
Confcience,  that  he  is  righteous  in  all  his 
Ways.   It  was  the  Ground  ofJeren&aVz 
fettling.  Lam.  tii.  //  is  of  the  Lord's 
Mercy  that  we  are  not  confumed  :  It 
mould  have    allayed   and  flayed  Job, 
know  this,  thou  art  puniihed  lefs  than  thy 
Iniquities  deferve ;  who  will  fet  a  Time 
to  plead  with  bim  ?  Shall  any  be  found 
righteous  before  him  i  Afld  this  might 
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flop  all  Mens  Mouths,  and  put  them  in 
the  Duft  to  keep  Silence,  feeing  he  hath 
Law  to  do  infinitely  more  than  he  doth, 
why  (hould  not  we  rather  proclaim  ins 
Clemency,  than  argue  him  lb  very  hard  ? 
If  to  both  thofe,  you  (hall- add  the  Con- 
fiderarion  of  his  Mercy,  that  all  his  Paths 
are  Mercy  and  Truth  untcapou,  even 
when  he  correfteth  moft  leverely,  fo 
that  you  may  blefs  him  as  well  for  Rods, 
as  for  Meat  and  Cloathing,  and  count 
Vourfelf  blefled  when  you  are  taught  by 
the  Rod  and  the  Word,  the  one  fpeak- 
ing  to  the  other,  and  the  other  fealing  its 
Inftruftion :  If  you  believed  that  it  were 
a  Fruit  of  his  Love,  He  cbaftenetb 
every  Son  whom  be  lovetb\  that  becaufe 
he  .will  not  let  you  depart  from  him,  will 
not  let  you  fettle  upon  a  prefent  World, 
and  forget  your  Country  above ;  there- 
fore he  compafleth  you  about  with 
Hedges  of  Thorns  to  keep  in  your  Way ; 
and  therefore  he  maketh  this  World  bit- 
ter and  unpleafant,  that  you  may  have 
no  continuing  City :  If  all  this  were  be- 
lieved, would  not  the  Soul  triumph  with 
PauIK  What  can  Separate  me  from  the 
Love  of  God?  not  paft  Things,  for  all 
my  Sins  are  blotted  out,  and  (hall  be 
remembered  no  more  ;  not  prefent 
Things,  for  they  work  to  Good,  and  are 
a  Fruit  of  his  Love ;  not  Things  to  come, 
for  that  is  to  come  winch  Jhall  more  de- 
clare his  Love  than  what  is  paft.  Would 
not  a  Soul  fleep  fecurely  within  the  Com- 
pafs  of  this  Power,  this  Love,  and  Faith- 
fulnefs  of  God,  without  Fear  of  daihing 
or  finking  ? 

Now,  judge  whether  a  perfeA  Place 
may  not  flow  from  all  this;  may  it  not 
be  a  perfeft  Calm,  when  the  Mountains 
that  environ  go  up  to  Heaven?  Not  only 
doth  the  Soul  truft  in  God,  but  God 
keepeth  the  trading  Soul  in  Peace.    He 


is  the  Creator  of  Peace,  and  the  Prefer- 
vator  of  it,  /  create  Peace,  I  keep 
bim  in  Peace :  The  fame  Power  and 
Virtue  is  required  to  the  preferring  of 
a  Thing,  and  the  fir  ft  Being  of  it.  Our 
Faith  and  Hope  in  God,  is  too  weak  an 
Anchor  to  abide  all  Storms :  Our  Cordc 
would  break,  our  Hands  faint  and  weary, 
but  be  is  tbe  everlafling  God,  <wbo  fail- 
etb  not,  and  wearietb  not,  he  holdeth 
an  invifible  Grig  of  us,  We  are  kept  by 
bis  Power  to  Salvation,  and  we  are  kept 
by  his  Power  in  Peace :  fby  JHgbt-band 
boldetb  me,  faith  David,  and  this  help- 
eth  me  to  purfue  thee.  What  maketh 
Believers  inexpugnable,  impregnable,  is  it 
their  Strength?  No  indeed,  But  Sal- 
vation mil  God  appoint  for  Walls 
and  Bulwarks:  Almighty  Power  is  a 
ftrong  Wail  tho'  invifible,  this  Power 
worketh  in  us  and  about  us. 

Now  Believers,  pity  the  World  about 
you,  that  knoweth  not  this  Peace :  When 
they  iy  fecure,  and  cry  Peace,  Peace ; 
alas,  they  are  a  City  open  without  Walls 
as  the  plain  Field,  there  is  no  Keeper 
there,  nothing  to  hold  of  Definition, . 
Entertain  your  own  Peace,  do  not  grieve 
the  Spirit  who  hath  fealed  it :  If  you  re- 
turn to  Folly  after  he  hath  fpoken  Peace 
to  you,  I  perfwade  you,  you.  Jhall  nor 
maintain  this  Peace ;  there  may  be  Peace 
with  God,  but"  no  Peace  in •  thy  Con- 
fcience,  as  long  as  the  Whoredoms  of  thy 
Heart  are  to  the  fore:  Thou  may  be 
fecure,  but  Security  is  worfe  than  Fear. 
Know  this,  that  continuing  in  a  Courie 
of  Sin,  entertainingly  known  Sin,  (hail 
trouble  thy  Peace.  If  God  hath  fpoken 
Peace  to  thee,  thou  (halt  not  lodge  that 
Enemy  in  Peace,  Great  Peace  have 
tbey  tbat  love  tby  Law.  Obedience  and 
Delight  in  it  doth  not  make  Peace,  but 
it  is  the  Way  of  Peace;  and  much  Me- 
Eeee  dilation 
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HMD/  r  therefore  is  this  pfomifcd  1 


SIR  M 

Ife»  liz.  **   ^wJ  ;jfe  Re 
thtm  that  turth  &»• 

DOCTRINES,  *  Thing*!* 
their  Seafcns  and  Time*  tn 
Thing  is  beautiful  in  its  Seafoa; 
there  is  no  Word  of  Truth*  but  it  h 
a  Seafa  and  Time  inwhich  it  is  beat 
fill :  And  indeed  that  is  a  great  Fart 
VTifdom,  to  bring  forth  every  Tfttag 
in  Seafon,  to  dtfeern  when  and  whe 
and  to  whom  it  is  pertinent  and  edifyii 
to  fpeak  fuch  and  fuch  Truths.  But  the 
is  oneDoftrine  that  is  never  out  of  Si 
fon  ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  preach 
in  Seafon  and  but  of  Sealbn,  as  the  a 
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our  Affeftion,  which  is  always  recent 
and  new  in  its  Operation  and  Efficacy 
toward  us.  Other  News,  how  great 
or  good  foevcr,  fuppofe  they  were  able 
to  fill  the  Hearts  of  all  in  a  Nation  with 
Joy,  yet  ihey  grow  ftale,  they  k>fe  their 
Venue  within  few  Days.  What  Foot- 
fteps  or  Remainder  is  of  all  the  Triumphs 
and  Trophies  of  Nations,  of  all  their 
Solemnities  for  their  victorious  Succefs 
at  home  and  abroad.  Thefe  great  News, 
which  once  were  the  Subjeft  of  the  Dif- 
courfe  of,  and  Delight  of  many  Thou* 
lands,  who  report  them  now  with  De 


Threshold,  and  then  they  came  to  die 
Andes,  when  it  was  pbblifh'd  to  a  whold 
Napoa ;  but  flill  the  longer  it  fwelb,the 
higher  above  Knees  and  Loins,  till  kte 
a  great  inexhaufted  River,  and  thus  It 
runs  at  this  Pay  thro'  the  World,  and 
hath  a  healing  Virtue  and  a  quickning  Vfr-V 
tue,  Ezek.ilvn.  and  a  fan&ifying  Virtue^ 
^Vr.  9,  1 2.  Now  this  is  our  Errand  tt*r 
you,  to  invite  you  to  come  to  thefe 
Waters ;  if  ye  thirft,  come  to  be' quench- 
ed; if  ye  thirft  not,  ye  have  fo  much  the  . 
more  Need  to  come,  becaufe  your  TMrlt 
after  Things  that  will  not  profit  you,  will 
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light :  So  thefe  Things  that  may  caufe  I  deftroy  you,  and  your  Unfenfiblenefi  of 


Joy  and  Triumph  to  fome  at  this  Time, 
as  they  cannot  choofe  but  make  more 
Hearts  dd  than  glad ;  fo  they  will  quick- 
ly lofe,  even  that  Efficacy  they  have,  and 
become  taftelefi.  as  the  White  of  an  Egg, 
to  them  that  are  moft  raviihed  with 
them.  But  my  Beloved,  here  is  glad 
Tidings  of  a  Redeemer  come  to  lion 
to  lave  Sinners,  which  have  no  Occafion 
of  Sadnefi  in  them  to  any,  but  to  them 
who  are  not  io  happy  as  to  confider  them, 
or  believe  them,  and  they  are  this  Day 
after  many  hundred,  I  may  fay  thou- 
sand Years  fince  they  were  firft  pubKlhed, 
as  green  and  recent,  as  refrelhing  to 
wearied  Souls  as  ever  they  were ;  yea, 
fuch  is  the  Nature  of  them,  and  fuch  an 
everlafting  Spring  of  Conblation  is  in. 
them,  that  the  oftner  they  be  told,  and 
the  more  they  be  considered,  the  fweeter 
they  arc ;  they  grow  green  in  old  Age, 
and  ^||^B|L  Fruit t  and  are  fat  and 
flourifcmgTSw  indeed  it  is  the  never 
dying  Vertue  and  everlafting  Sap  of 
this  Word  of  Life,  that  maketh  the 
Righteous  fo,  Pfal.  xcii.  14.  This 
Word  of  a  Redeemer  at  the  firft  pub- 
lishing, and  for  a  long  Time,  was  but 
like  Waters  ifluing  out  from  under  the 


your  Need  of  this,  is  your  greateft  N&* 
lery. 

That  the  Wordc  may  be  more  Qrdf 
unto  us9we  may  call  to  mind  the  greatefB 
and  deepeft  Defign  that  hath  been  carried 
on  in  the  World,  by  the  Maker  and  Ruler  off 
the  World,  is  the  Marriage  of  Chrift  Ml 
Son  with  the  Church;  this  was  primely  to- 
tended  when  he  made  the  World,  as  -at 
Palace  to  celebrate  it  into;  this  was  *- 
fpedilly  aimed  at,  when  he  joined  jidem 
and  Eve,  in  the  Beginning  of  Time,  to- 
gether in  Paradife,  that  the  fecdnd  j4itm 
fhould  be  more  folemnly  joined  to  the 
Church,  at  the  End  of  Time,  in  tbe,Pfc. 
radife  of  Heaven  :  And  this  the  Apoftle 
draws  out  as  the  Samplar  and  Arch-copy 
ot  all  Maniages  and  Conjunctions  fa 
the  Creatures,  Epb.  v.    Now  tins  be* 
ing  the  great  Defign  of  God,  of  which 
all  other  Things  done  in  Time  are  but 
the  Footfteps  and  low  Reprefentations. 
But  the  great  Queftion  is,  hW  this  frail 
be  brought  about,  becaufe  of  the  great 
Diftance  and  huge  Difproportion  of  the 
parties.  He    being  the  JBrightnefs  of 
the  Fathers  Glory t  and  we  being  wholly 
eclipfed  and  darkened   fince  our  Fall  ; 
He  higher  than  the  Heaven  tf  Hea* 
E  e  e  e  a  xchj9 
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Captivity   and  Sla\v.y 
and   Redemption  of  other  Tnii,»*  _ 
belong  to  Feribns,  imported  SiltorAlk* 
nation  of  our  Right  to  ibex.    Of  both, 
perfonal  Redemption  is  rhe  greiteft  Mid 
moil  difficult ;  yet  both  we   hire  Need 
of,  for  our   Eftate   and  Forrme  (b  ro 
fpeak)  is  loft.  For  all  Men  bavcjhnei 
and  come  Jbort  of  tbe  Glory  of  Gad% 
Rom.  iii.  £3.    That  Inheritance  oferer- 
nal  Life,  we   have   mortgaged  it,    2nd 
given  away  our  Right  to  it;  the  Favour 
of  God  and  the  Blefiednrfi  of  Communi- 
on with   him,  was  ^idami  Birtb-ngfr. 
and  by  a  fee  Donation  was  made  bis 
proper  Inheritance  and^Pofleflion,  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  his  Pofterity  :  But  0  \  how, 
for  how  fmall  a   Thing  did  lie  give  it 
away,  for  a  little  Taftc  of  an  Apple  he 
fold  his  Eftate ;  and  both  he  and  we  may 
lament  over  it,  as  the  King  tint  was  con- 
ftrained  to  render  himfetf   and  att  Ids 
Army  for  Want  ot  Watti,   ufaen  he 
tafted  it,  for  how  fmall  a  Thing  (faith  be) 
have  I  loft  my  Kingdom  ?  Then  our  ftr- 
ions  are  in  a  State  of  Bondage,  in  Cap- 
tivity and  Slavery  ;  Captives  under  the 
Wrath  of  God,  and  Slaves  or  Servants  ID 
Sin.     There  needed   no  greater  Diffe- 
rence and  Deformity  between  ChriflaJ 
•  —  this,  our  Servitude 
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certainly  it  is  that,    which  in  the  holy 
Eyes  of  God,  is  more  loathfome  than  any 
Thing  beGde ;  he  feeth  not  that   Defor- 
mity in   Poverty,   Nakednefs,  Sicknefi, 
Slavery  ;  let  a  Man  be  as  miferable  as 
J06  on  his  Dung-hill,  it  is  not  To  much 
that,  as  the  unfeen  and  undtfcerned  Pof- 
ture  and  Habit  of  their  Souls,  that  he  abo- 
miaateth.     Now  what  a  Match  is  this, 
for  the   htgheft  and  holieft  Prince,  the 
Son  of  the  greateft  Ring,  and  Heir  of  all 
Things  ?  But  if  you  add  to  this  Slavery, 
that  Captivity  under  the  Curie  and  Wrath 
of  God,  that  all  Men  are  (but  up  and  in- 
doled  in  the  Prifon  of  God's  faithful  and 
irrevocable  Sentence   of  Condemnation, 
and  given  over  by  the  righteous  Judg- 
ment of  God,  to  be  kept  by  Satan  in 
everlafting  Chains    of  Darknefs  :   He 
keepeth  Men  now,  by  the  invifible  Cords 
of  their  own  Sins,  but  tbefe  Chains  of 
Darknefs  are  referred  for  both  him  and 
Men.     Now  indeed,  this  fuperaddeth  a 
peat  Difficulty  to  the  Bufinefs,  the  other 
may  be  a  Difficulty  to  his  Mind  and  A£ 
feftion,  becaufe  there  is  nothing  to  pro- 
cure Love,  but  all    that   may    inforce 
Hatred  and  Loathing  ;  but  fuppofe  his  in- 
finite Love  could  come  over  this   Stay, 
could  leap  ovrr  this  Mountain  by  the 
Freedom  of  it ;  yet  there  is  a  greater  Im- 
pediment in  the  Way,  that  may  feem  dif- 
ficult to  his  Power,  and  it  is  the  Juftice 
and  Power  of  God,  inclofing  Sinners  and 
(hutting  them  up  for  eternal  Wrath,  till 
a  due  Satisfaction  be   had  from,  or  for 
them :  You   fee  then,  how  infinite  the 
Diftance  is  betwixt  him  and  us,  and  how 
great  the  Difficulty  is  to  bring  about  this 
intended  Union.   Angels  were  fent  with 
flaming  Swords  to  epcompals  the  Tree 
of  Life,  and  keep  it  from  Man,  but  Man 
is  environed  by  the  Curfe  of  the  Almigh- 
ty God,  the  Juftice,  the  Fakttutoefs,  and 


the  Power  of  God  do  guard  or  ftt  a 
Watch  about  him,  that  there  is  no  Acceft 
to  him  to  fave  him,  but  by  undergoing 
the  greateft  Danger,  and  undertaking  the 
greateft  Party  that  ever  was  dealt  withal, 
and  the  ftri&eft.and  fevereft  too. 

This  being  the  Cafe  then,  the  Diftance 
being  fo  vaft,  and  the  Difficulty  fo  great, 
the  Diftance  being  twofold,  between  his 
Nature  and  ours,  and  between  our  Qua. 
lity  and  his  ;  an  infinite  Diftance  between 
bis  divine  Nature  and  our  Flefti,  and  be- 
fides  an  extreme  Contrariety  between  the 
Holinefs  of  his  Nature,  and  the  Sinfulnefs 
of  ours ;  fucb  a  Repugnancy,  as  there  is 
no  Reconciliation  of  them.    You  .  know 
what  Paul  Ipeaketh  of  the  Marriage  of 
Chriftians  with  idolaters ;  bow   much 
more  will  it  bold  here?  What  Commu- 
nion can  be  between  Light  and  Dark* 
nefjt  between  God  and  Belial  fU  it 
poffible  thefe  can  be  reduced  to  Amity, 
and  brought  to  to  near  an  Union  ?  Yet 
for  all  this, it  is  poffible ;  but  Love  and 
Wifitoni  muft  find  out  the  Way.   Infinite 
Love  and  infinite  Wifiitm  consulting  to- 
gether, what  Diftance  can  tBey  not  fwal- 
lowup?  What  Difficulty  can  they  not 
overcome?- 

And  here  you  have  k,  the  Diftance 
undertaken  to  be  removed,  both  by  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  (for  all  this  While 
we  an  do  nothing  to  help  it  forward  ; 
while  the  blefled  Plot  is  going  cte»  we  are 
porting  the  fafter  to  our  ownDefiruAipn> 
and  this  is  the  Way  condescended  upon  ; 
firft ,  To  (HI  up  that  wide  Gap  between 
his  divine  Spiritual  Nature,  and  our  mortal 
fletoly  Nature,  k  is  agreed  upon,  that 
the  Son  fhaH  come  in  our  Flefh,  and  be 
made  Partaker  of  Flefh  and  Blood  with 
the  Children  ;  and  this  is  meaned  by 
thiaPromife,7W  Redeemer  Jbail  come 
to  Sim  l  Which  is  plainly  exprcfled  by 
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Ms  own  Mouth,  John  xvt.  28.  /  come 
firtbfrom  the  Father*  and  come  intotbe 
World.  There  being  fuch  a  DMance 
between  hit  Majefty  and  our  Bafenefi, 
Lore  maketh  him  ftoopdown  and  humble 
himfelf  to  the  very  State  of  a  Servant, 
PbiL  ii.  7,  8.  And  thus  the  Humiliation 
of  Chrift  filleth  up  the  firft  Diftance,  for 
Love  and  Majefty  cannot  long  dwell  to- 
gether, Nee  in  una  Jede  morantur, 
Majefias  {ffamor  \  but  Love  will  draw 
Majefty  down  below  itfiK  to  meet  with 
the  Objeft  of  it.  Thifcvas  the  great 
Journey  Chrift  took  toTtoeet  with  us,  and 
it  is  downward  below  himfelf ;  but  his 
LoVe  hath  chofen  it,  to  be  like  us,  tho' 
he  JhouJd  be  unlike  himfelf.  How  di- 
vinely doth  the  Divine  Apoftle  fpeak  of 
it,  And  the  Word  was  made  Flejb, 
end  be  dwelt  among  us.  John  i.  14. 
And  therefore  the  Children  of  Adam, 
may  in  Verity  fay  of  him,  what  the 
holy  Trinity,  in  a  holy  Irony  foofce  of 
Man,  Lo  be  is  become  as  one  •jus.  It 
was  a  lingular  and  eminent  Privilege  con- 
ferred upon  Man  in  his  fir  ft  Creation, 
that  the  Trinity  in  a  Manner  confulted 
about  him,  Let  us  make  Man  after  our 
Jmage  ;  but  now  when  Man  hath  loft 
<hat  Image,  to  have  fuch  a  Refultof  the 
Council  of  the  Trinity  about  it,  let  one 
of  us  be  made  Man,  to  make  up  the  Dif- 
tance  between  Man  and  us;  Oi  what 
Soul  can  rightly  conceive  it  without  Ra- 
viQiment  and  Wonder,  without  an  Extafy 
of  Admiration  and  Afleftion,  that  the 
Lord  (hould become  a  Servant;  the  Heir 
of  all  Things  be  ftript  naked  of  all ;  the 
Brightnefs  of  the  Father's  Glory,  be 
thus  ecdipfcd  and  darkened  ;  and  in  a 
Word,  that  which  comprehended  all 
Wonders  in  the  Creation,  who  made  all 
Things,  he  himfelf  made  of  a  Woman  ; 
and  God  became  a  Man,  and  all  thif  out 


of  his  infinite  Lore,  to  give  a  Dcmotfrz- 
tion  of  Lore  to  the   World ;  fo  f*£  1 
Ferfon  abated,  to  exak  Abaft  and  to*  a 
we  are  :  There  is  a  Myftery  a  d* 
a  great  Myftery,  a  Myfleiy  of  Witt* 
to  fwallow  up   the   Uoderflaodk*  wit 
Wonder,  and  a  Myfleiy  of  Lm,  nn» 
vifli  the  Hearts  of  Men  mh  AtieS**, 
Depths  of  both,  in  the  Empties  of  fie 
Son  of  God.    The  Prophet  (Wbu^wiw 
was  commanded,  to  fee*  a  Sip,  whether 
in  Hearen  above,  or  in  the  Depth  be- 
neath ;  but  what  he  would  not  asi.  God 
gave  in  his  great  Mercy,  Bebdi  a  r+ 
gin  Jball  conceive  a  Son,  end  ikj 
JbaU  call  bis  Name  kmmmeii  ASp 
indeed  from  Heaven,  and*  the  Hrigbtd 
Heaven,  becaufc  he  is  God,  sod  a  Sfea 
from  the  Depth  beneath  too,  becafc  he 
is  man,  God  with  us,  and  lb  compofcd  to 
unite  Heaven  and  Eanb  together  ;<M 
with  us,  that  be  might  at  Leagtkta* 
us  to  be  with  God.    He  became  Ato- 
ll**/, that  he  nagbt  mate  us  JRnmelm. 
If  that  was  given  as  Tfttiqgs  of  great  Joy, 
and  as  die  Iqghes?  and  dcqxft  Sigp  of 
Love  and  Favour,  at  that  Time  to  op» 
hold  the  fainting  Church,  0 1  Yarn  art 
more  may  it  now  comfort  us,  when  it ' 
is  not  a  Virgin  (hall  conceive,  bat  a  Vir- 
gin hath  conceived » may  not  the  Joj  be» 
creafed.that  the  Redeemer  is  not  toamt, 
but  come  already,  and  hath  made  ufim 
wide  Separation  which  was  between  vsad 
him,  by  his  low  Gondefcendenpr  0  his 
Union  with  our  Nature.    Tfaa  ii  ooe 
Step  of  Advancement  towardk  that  happy 
Marriage,  that  the  whole  Oration  Jems 
to  groan  and  travel  for,  Rom.  via. 
a*.  But  yet  there  is  a  great  Difficulty  ia 
the  Way;  we  are  io  a  State  ofCaptraft 
we  are  Frifoners.  of  Juftke,  hne  fciJ 
ourfelves  and  chit  HappineG ;  and  sow 
our  natural  Inheritance  lies  in  the  I*  - 
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of  Fire  and  Brimftone,  Heirs  of  Wrath, 
concluded  under-  the  Curie  of  tSod »  and 
Indeed  this  was  infuperable  to  all  Flefh, 
neither  Men  nor  Angels  could  ranfom  us 
from  this :  The  Redemption  of  the  Soul 
of  Man  isfo  precious,  and  the  Redemp 
tion  of  the  Inheritance  of  Man,  (that  is 
Heaven,)  is  fo  precious  too,  thft  none 
in  Heaven  or  Earth  can  be  found,  that 
can  pay  the  Price  of  them,  fo   that  it 
would  have  ceafed  for  even    And  here 
-  be  great  Defign  of  Chrift's  Union  with  I 
Sinners,  would  have  been  marred  and 
aufcarried.if  himfclf  had  not  undertaken  to 
welcome  this  too;  and  indeed,  as  there 
^ould  none  be  found  to  open  the  Seals  of 
to  Book  of  God's  Decrees  concerning. 
kU  Church,  none  worthy  in  Heaven  or 
Earth  but  the  Lamb,  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe 
of  Judab :  He  prevailed  to  open  it, 
and  loofethe  Seals  thereof  -Rev.  v.  3, 
4,5.  So  there  could  none  be  found  in 
Heaven  or. Earth*  neither   under    the 
Csurtb,  worthy  to  undertake  or  accom- 
f>K(h  -  this  Work,     or   able  to  open 
the  Seals  of  the  Book  of  God's  Curies, 
or  to  blot   out  the    Hand-writing  of 
Ordinances  that  was  againft  us,  or  to 
open  the  Prifon  of  Death  into  which  Man 
was  (hut  up  :    None  I  fay,  hath  been 
found  worthy, or  prevailed,  but  the  Lamb 
of  God  and  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  jfudab ; 
and  therefore   the  four  and  twenty  El- 
der* that  (it  round  about  the  Throne, 
and  the  four  Bea(ls»  or  innumerable  Com- 
pany of  Angels,  and  Spirits  of  juft  Men 
made  perfect,  fell  down  before  the  Lamb, 
every  one  of  them,  with  Harps,  and  they 
ftoga  new  Song,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  Jlain,  to  receive  Power  and 
Riches,  and  JVifdowi  and  Strength, and 
Honour  and  Glory,  and  Bl4flin&%  for 
thou  hqft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy 
Blood.  Andeiery  C^aturc  lays  Amen 


to  this,  and  contents  to  this,  to  do  him 
Homage  ;  to  him  who  alone  was  worthy,, 
and  as  willing  to  do  it,  as  worthy  for  it.  I 
think  the   16th  Verfe  of  this  Chapter 
gives  us  a  fenfible  Reprefcntation  of  this. 
The  preceeding  Dilcourfe  from  the  Be- 
ginning, holding  out  the  finful  and  deplo- 
rable Condition  of  that  People,  and  in 
them,  as  a  Type  of  the  defperate  Wicked- 
nefs  of  all  Mankind,  and  withal   their 
delperate  Mifery,  for  Paid,  Rom,  iii. 
maketh  the  Application  for  us ;  and  from 
this,  concludeth  all  under  Sn,  and  fo  all 
under  Wrath,  all  guilty,  that  every  Mouth 
may  be  fiopt ;  Men  waiting  for  Light; 
*nd  behold    Obfcurity,    for  Brightncfi 
but  walking  ip  Darknefs,  gropping  foi 
the  Wall,  like  the  Blind,  {tumbling  at 
Noon-day,  as  ia  the  Night,  and  in  d$fo- 
late  Places  as  dead  Men,  all  roaring  like 
Beafts,  and  taourning  like  Doves,  when- 
ever the  Apprehenfion  of  the  Terror  of 
God  entered).     Nqw  it  is  fubjoined, 
Pirr.  16.  And  be  Jaw  that  there  was 

K  Man,  be.  As  if  he  had  waited  ancfc 
[>ked  through  all  the  World*  if  any 
would  appear,  either  to  fpeak  or  do  for 
Man,  it  any  would  offer  themfelves,  and 
interpofe   themfelves  for  his  Salvation* 
therefore  bis  own  Arm  brought  Sal- 
vation, and  bis  Rigbteoufnefs  it  fuf- 
tained  Mm.    Therefore,  the  Son  of  God 
!  fteps  in  and  offers  himfclf,  as  if  Gbd  had 
firft  aflayed  all  others,  and  when  Heavea 
is  full  of  Wonder  tod  Silence,  he  breaks 
out  in  this,  Lo,  I  come  to  da  thy  fTilt^. 
Pfal.  xl;  Since  I  have  gptten  a  Body  to 
be  like  Sinners,  1/vill  alio  come  in  their 
Place,  aud  I  will  give  my  Life  a  Ranfom 
for  them ;  and   therefore  it  is  fubjoined, 
The  Redeemer  Jball  come  tolion\  he 
(hall  come  doathed  with  Vengeance  and 
Indignation  as  a  Garment,  agsunh  the  E~ 
laemicsof  hiiChurcivSin  and  Satan,  vty 
1  ZeaL 
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Zeal  and  burning  Love  to  bis  defigned 
Spoufe ;  he  (hall  ftrengthen  himfelf,  and 
flir  up  his  Mighf  and  Fury  againft  all 
that  detain  her  Captive. 

Now  indeed,  he  is  the  only  fittefl  Per- 
ion  for  this  Bufinefs  in  Heaven  or  Earth, 
for  he  hath  both  Right  to  do  it,  and  he 
hath  only  Might  and  Power  to  accom- 
plifti  it.  He  hath  Right  to  the  Redemp- 
tion of  Sinners,  becaufc  he  is  our  Kinf- 
man,  neareft  of  Blood  to  us.  Now, 
you  know  the  Right  of  Redemption 
belonged  to  the   Kinfman,  Lev.  xiv. 

And  therefore,  when  the  neareft  Kinf 
man  could  not  redeem  Naomi  and  Rutb'% 
Parcel  of  Land,  Booz  he  did  it,  as  being 
next:  And  fuitable  to  this,  our  Lord 
Jefus,  when  others  as  near*could  not,  and 
were  not  able :  He  hath  dqpe  it,  and 
taken  Men  and  Angels  to  witnefs,  that 
he  hath  firft  redeemed  us,  that  be  might 
marry  us,  as  Epb.  v.  That  he  hath 
purchafed  us  to  be  his  Wife ;  and  indeed 
the  very  Word  imports  this.  Goel9  a 
Redeemer  and  Kinfman,  paffing  under 
one  Word:  So  Job,  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer,  or  my  Kinfman  iivetb.  And 
becaufe  our  Kinfman,  therefore  moft  in- 
terefted  in  our  Redemption;  for,  for 
ibis  End  be  became  Partaker  of  %FleJb 
and  Blood  with  tbe  Children,  that  be 
might  deftroy  ourgreateft  Enemy  Satan, 
afid  redeem  us,  Heb.  ii.  14.  And  be- 
tides, he  hath  Right  to  Redemption,  as 
the  Churches  Husband,  becaufe  he  mud 
mediate  between  her  and  all  others  ; 
none  can  reach  her,  eicept  he  pleafe,  or 
profecute  a  Plea  againft  her,  as  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Wife's  making  a  Vow ;  if  her 
Husband  confented  not,  it  was  void, 
Num.  xxx.  but  if  he  heard  of  it  and 
lield  his  Peace,  it  was  confirmed.  Now, 
the  Lord  Jefus  bath  known  this  deplor- 


able E  flare  we  are  Captives  into;»d 
he  hath  tefbfied  his   utter  Diflite  0/001 
binding  over  ourfelves  to  Death,  rndrt- 
tigning  ourfelves  to  Satan ;  and  therefore 
this  Bondage,  in  which  we  are  deojeat 
is  not  confirmed  and  ratified,  but  he  huh 
Right  remaining  to  redeem  us  from  lie 
Hand  of  all  our  Enemies.    Bur  then,  be 
alone  hath   Might  and  Power  to  do  it, 
for  God  hath   laid  Help  on  him,  ind 
made  him  able  and  might/  to  five  us  to 
the  uttermoit     It  was  not  Gold  or  Sil- 
ver, or  corruptible  Things:  Suppofcth* 
whole  Earth  were  turned  into  Gold  or 
precious  Stones ;    he  murt  give  ftribo 
for  Perfon,   and  one  Per£»  egtaralem 
to  aU,  lis  own  Life,  his  own  Blood  fix 
us  ;  and  tbe  Value  of  this  was  infinite!/ 
railed  by  the  Stamp  of  his  Dtfimtvput 
upon  it :  Tbe  King  for  the  Servant,  one 
that  knew  no  Sin  for  Sinners,  yea  God 
for  Man;  this  ftperadds  infinite  Worth, 
and  makes  it  an  Over-ranibm,  and  Ore* 
purchafe,  a  Ranfom  to  buy  our  Perfooi 
from  Hell,  a  Purchafe  10  redeem  us  to 
our  Inheritance,  Heaven  that  we  lad 
loft,  and  thefc  two  Stiles  it  gets,  Airrep 
tfrr'AVTey* 

Now,  jou  fee  toe  pen  Difficulty  is 
overcome  and  taken  out  of  die  Way, 
Chrift,  being  made  a  Curie,  hath  pur- 
chafed a  Redemption  from  the  Curfcof 
the- Law,  Gal.  iv.  13.  But  yet,  there 
is  another  Point  of  raft  Difhnce,  I  omj 
fay,  Contrariety  and  Enmity  between  a 
and  him ;  be  is  holy  and  undefiM  art 
fair,  and  no  Spot  in  him ;  w«  are  wholly 
defiled  and  depraved  by  Sin,  our  Souls 
are  become  the  HabbafouofDevils,and 
a  Cage  of  every  unclean  and  hatful  Bird; 
In  a  Word,  he  hath  not  only  our  Ene- 
mies to  overcome,  but  our  own  Hearts 
to  conquer,  and  our  Enmity  to  take 
away.    This  makes  the  wideft  Separ* 

vm 
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Mon  from  him.  Now,  he  filled  up  much 
of  the  Diftance,  with  his  taking  our 
Fieih,  and  he  removed  the  great  Diffi- 
culty, by  dying  in  our  Flefh,  his  Humili- 
aion  to  be  a  Man  brought  him  nearer 
us:  And  his  further  Humiliation,  to 
be  a  dying,  crucified  and  buried  Man, 
brought  him  yet  a  Step  nearer  us.  But 
nearer  he  cannot  come,  for  lower  he 
cannot  be,  except  he  were  a  Sinner. 
which  would  mar  the  whole  Defign, 
and  take  away  all  the  Comfort  of  his 
Likenefs  to  us ;  therefore,  fince  he  hath 
come  lb  low  down  to  us,  it  is  fuitable 
we  be  ralfed  up  one  Step  to  meet  him  ; 
and  fo  the  Exaltation  of  Sinners  fliall 
make  up  all  the  Diftance,  and  bring  the 
two  Parties  to  that  long  fince-  defigned; 
and  long  defireti  Meeting.  Now,  fur 
this  End  and  Purpofe,  thj  Son  undertake* 
the  Redemption  j?f  his  Church,  fron^ 
Sin  and  Ungodlinefs  as  well  as  Wrath  ; 
and  therefore  you -have  triat,  which  if 
exprefled  as  the  Character  of  the  Re- 
deemed in  this  Fcr\  It  is  exponed  as 
the  great  Point  or  Fart  of  the  Redempti 
•on  itfdi,  by  the  Apoiile,  Mom.  xi.  ?b<. 
Redeemer  *jbaU  come  to  Sion%  to  tur » 
all  Ungodlinefs  from  Jacob.  And  U 
his  End  was  not  only  to  be  Pirtaker  o 
our  Nature,  but  tc  make  us  Partakers  r 
the  divine  Nature  ;  and  therefore  u: 
Father  out  of  his  Love  to  this  fiulinei'- 
he  promifecfrto  frnd  his  Spirit  to  d;v 
in  our  Hearts,  to  make  the  Word  fi>u: 
in  our  Mouths  and  Ears,  and  the  Spu 
to  work  in  our  Hearts,  and  this  Eiata 
lion  of  Sinners  to  the  Participation  of  tbr 
Holy  Spirit,  together  with  CbriftV  Hi 
filiation,  to  partake  of  our  Fiefh,  m^k* 
up  the  fi  11  Dtftar.re,  and  biing^th  Chrii 
and  his  Church  to  tK  t  holy  patient  Im- 
patience, and  Longing  for  the  Day  whet. 
it  (hill  be  foiemnized  in  Heaven,    S*bt 


Spirit  within  us,  fays  come,  and  the 
Bride  fays  come  ;  even  Jo  come  Lord 
yefus.  And  he  waits  for  nothing,  but 
the  compleating  and  adorning  of  all  the 
reft,  that  there  may  be  one  Jubilee  for 
all  and  for  ever.  Now,  1  wilh  we. could 
understand  the  abfolute  and  free  Tenor 
of  God's  Covenant :  There  is  much 
Controverfy  fpecul&tive  about  the '  Con- 
dition of  the.  Covenant,  about  the  Pro; 
mifes,  whether  abfplute  or  conditional ; 
and  there  is  too  much  pra&ical  Debate 
in  perplexed  Confidences  about  this,  how 
to  find  fomething  in  themfelves  to  fit 
and  famion  them  for  the  Redemption* 
But  truly,  if  we  would  not  disjoin  and 
dilmember  the.  Truth  of  God,  bur*  take 
it  all  intirely  as  one  great  Defign  of  Love 
and  Mercy  revealed  to  Sinners,  and  fo 
conjoin  the  Promifes  of  the  Covenant 
into .  one  Bundle,  we  would  certain!/ 
rind  that  it  htth  the  Voice  of  Jacob,  tho' 
it  feem  to  have  the  Hand  of  Ejau ;  we 
find  an  abfolute,  moft  free  and  uncon- 
ditioned Sent,  when  there  is  a  condi- 
tional Strain  and  Shadow  of  Words  in 
Come  Places.  The  Truth  is,  the  turning 
of  Souls  from  Ungodlinefs,  is  not  pro- 
perry  a  Condition  exalted  from  us,  as  a 
Promife  to  be  performed  in  us,  and  the 
hiefeft  Part  of  Chrift's  Redemption: 
\nd  tho*  fome  abufe  the  Grace  of  God, 
and  turn  it  into  Wantomteft  and  Liberty.; 
vet  certainly,  this  Doctrine  that  makes 
he  greater!  Pan,  of  the  glad  News  of 
iie  Goipel  to  be  Redemption  from  Sip, 
•nd  the  pouting  out  of  the  Spirit,  is  the 
^reateft  Perfwafwe  to  I  godly  Conver- 
sion, and  the  moft  deadly  Enemy  to  all 
Ungodlinefs. 

I  thought  "to  havelpoken  more  of  that 
third  Thing  I  proponed,  but  take  it  in 
a  Word.  This  was1  always  proponed  to 
the  Church  as'  the  ftrongeft  Cordial,  it 
Ffff  was 


coming,  that  be  was  one  that  was*I< 
itfg  aod  waiting   for   the  Salvation 


SERA 

Ifiktlsiv.  6, 7.  But  ice  are 
our  Righteoufnefs  as  fih 

•J* HIS  Peoples  Condition  agreeth  * 

A      with  ours,  tho*  the  Lord  s  Deal 

*e  reijr  different.    The  confeflbry  P 

of  this  Prayer  belongeth  to  us  now ;  a 

Urange  ft  is,  that  there  is  fuch  Odds 

Ibt  Lords  .DifpenTatiojis,  when  there 

TwJMffecencc  row  Conditions ;  atwtj 

tfe.l^ow  not  bow  Toon  the  Compfcti 

_mayn>e  jours  aflb.     This  Prayer  -w 

prayed  long  before  the  Judgment  *i 

Capriyity  came  on,  fo  TO  it  had  a  Pr 

phely  in  the  Bofom  of  it :  Nay,  it  wj 
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fefiion  of  their  own  Sinfulnefi,  from 
which  Grounds  they  juftify  God's  pro- 
ceeding with  them ;  they  take  the  Caufe 
upon  themfelves,  gnd  juftify  him  in  his 
Judging,  whether  temporal  or  fpiritual 
Plagues  were  inflicted.  In  this  ferfe, 
they  take  a  general  Survey  of  their  finftil 
Eftate,  concluding  themfelves  unclean, 
and  all  their  Performances  and  comman- 
ded Duties,  which  they  counted  once  their 
Righteoufrieft:  And  from  this  Ground/ 
they  clear  God's  dealing  with  them,  and 
put  their  Mouths  in  the  Dtift ;  and  fo 
from  the  Lord's  Judgment  they  are  forced 
tQ  enter  into  a  Search  of  the  Caufe,  fo 
much  Sin,  and  from  difcoverecTSin,  they 
pronounce  God  righteous  in  his  Judg- 
ment: Perceiving  a  great  Difference  in 
the  Lord's  Manner  of  dealing  with  them 
and  their  Fathers,  they  do  not  refound 
it  upon  God  who  is  righteous  id  all  his 
Ways,  but  retort  it  upon  thfcmfelves,  and 
find  a  vali  Difcrepance  between  them- 
felves and  their  Fathers.  Ver.  $.  And  fo 
it  w*s  no  Wonder  that  God's  Difpen- 
fiuibn  changed  upon  them;  God  was 
wont  to  meet  others,  to  (hew  hinifelf 
gracious, even  to  prevent  Strokes:  But 
now  he  was  wroth  with  them  ;  nay,  but 
there  i*  good  Caufe  for  it,  Ttey  r*/°*re 
and  wrought  Right coufnefs,  but  we  have 
finned.  And  this  may  be  laid  in  the  ge- 
neral, never  one  needeth  to  quarrel  God 
for  fevere  dealing:  If  he  deal  worfe 
with  one  than  with  another,  let  every 
Man  look  into  his  own  Bofom,  and  fee 
Reafon  fuffirient ;  yea  more  Provoca- 
tion in  themfelves  than  others.  Always, 
in  this  Verfe,  they  come  to  a  more 
diftinft  View  of  their  loathfome  Con- 
dition. Any  Body  may  wrap  up  their 
Repentance  in  a  general  Nbtion  of  Sin, 
but  they  declare  themfelves  to  be  more 
touched  with  it,  and  condefceod  on  Par- 


ticulars, yet  fuch  Particulars  as  compre- 
hend many  others.    And  in  this  Con* 
feffion,  you  may   look  on  the  Spirit*'* 
Work,  having  fome  CharaAers  of  the 
Spirit  in  it.    Ftrft,  They  take  a  general 
View  of  their  Uncleannefs  and  loathfome 
Eftate  by  Sin  ;  not  only  do  they  fee  Sin, 
but  Sin  in  the  Sinfulnefi  of  it  and  Un- 
cleannefs of  it.    Secondly,   They  not 
only  conclude  fo  of  the  natural  £ftate 
they  were  born  into,  and  the  Loathfom* 
nefs  of  their  many  foul  Scandals  among, 
them:  But  they  go- a  farther  Length,  to* 
pals  as  fevere  a  Sentence  on  their  Duties 
and  Ordinances,  as  God  hath  done,  Ifa. 
i.  and  ixvi.    The  Spirit  convinced!  ac- 
cording to  Scripture  Light,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  the  dark  Spark  of  Nature's 
Light  ;  and'fo  that  which  Nature  would 
have  busked  itfelf  with  as  its  Ornament, 
that  which  they  had  covered  themfelves 
with  as  their  Garment*  had  Ipread  their: 
Dudes  as  Robs  of  Righteoufnefi  over 
their  Sins  to  hide  them ;  all  this  now. 
goeth  under  the  Name  of  Fihhinefi  and: 
Sin.    They  fee  themfelves  wrapt  up  in  as  • 
vile  Rags  as  they  covered    and  hid ; 
commanded  Duties  and  manifefi  Breaches 
come  in  one  Category:  And  not  only 
is  it  forae  of  them  which  their  own  Con- 
ference could  challenge  in  the  Time, 
but  all  of  them  and  all  Rinds  of  them, 
moral  and  ceremonial,  Duties  that  were 
raoft   fincere,    had  moft  Affetfion  19. 
them,  all  6f4jfm  are  filthy  Rags  now,/ 
which  but  of  late  were  their  Righteouf- 
nefi.   fbirdfy,  There  is  an  Univerfifrty. . 
not  only  of  the  Aftions,  but  of  Ferfons ;. 
not  only  ail  the  Peoples  or  Multitudes* 
Performances  are  Abomination,  but  all 
of  them,  Jfaiab,  and  one  and  other,  the- 
holieft  of  them  come  in,  in  this  Category 
and  Rant:   IfV  are  ail  unclean,  &c. 
Tho'  the  People,- it  may  be,  iould  not 
Ffffa  jo*. 
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join  holy   Ifaiab   with   themldves,  yet 
humble  Ifaiab  will  join  himielf  with  the 
People,  and  come  in,  in  one  Prayer  :  And 
no  doubt,  he  was  as  fenfible  of  Sin  now, 
as  when  he  began  to  prophecy ;    and 
growing  in  Holinefs,  he  muft  grow  alfo 
in  Senfe  of  Sinfulnefs:  Seeing  at  the  firft 
Sight  of  God's  Holinefs  and  Glory,  he 
eried  unclean,  &c.  Ifa.  vi.  5.   certainly 
he   doth  fo  now,  from  fuch  a  Principle 
of  Accefc  to  God's  Holinefs,  which  mak- 
cth  him  abhor  himfelf  in  Dull  and  Allies. 
Fourthly,   They   are  not  content  with 
fuch  a  general,  but  condetend  to  two 
fpecial  Things,  two  fpiritual  Sins,  to  wit, 
Oraiffion,  or  Shifting  of  fpiritual  Duties, 
which  contained  the  Subftance  of  Wor- 
ship:   Nojie  calleth  on  tbee,    few  or 
none,  none  to  count  upon  calleth  on 
thee ;  that  is,  careth  for  immediate  Ac- 
cefs  and  approaching  unto  God  in  Prayer 
and  Meditation,   &c.     Albeit  external 
and  Temfle-duties  be  frequent,  yet  who 
prayeth  in  Secret ;  or  if  any  pray,"  that 
cannot  come  in  Count,  the  Lord  know- 
eth    them   not,  becaufe   they   want    the 
Spirits  Stamp  on  them.    /This  muft  be 
fome  other  Thing  nor  the  general  Con- 
▼iftion  of  Sin  which  the   World  hath, 
who  think   they    pray  all  their  Days; 
here  People,  who  tho*  they  make  many 
Prayers,   If  a.  i.  yet  they  fe«  them  no 
Prayers,  and  no  calling  on  God's  Name 
tow.  But  Fifthly,  To  make  the  Challenge 
the  more,  and"  the  Confeflion  more  fpi- 
ritual and  complete,  there  isdifcovercd 
to  them  this  Ground  of  their  Slacknefs 
and  Negligence   in  all  fpiritual  Duties, 
Konejlirretb  up  bimfelf  to  take  bold  on 
thee.     Here  is  the  Want  of  the  Exercife 
of  Faith:   Faith  is  the  Souls  Hand  and 
Grtp,  Jobni.  12.    Heb.  vi.  18.    1  Jim. 
▼i.  12.  Ifo*  xxvii.  5.     NoBodyawak- 
eth  themfelves  out  of   theix  Deadnefs 


and  Security,  to  lay  hold  on  thee :  Lai 
thou  art    going  away,  and  talcing  Gaw- 
night   of  the  Land,  and  no  Body  if  &e 
lo  hold  thee  by  the  Garment:  ibjactts 
bere,  who  ivill  not  let  thee  go,  titiix* 
blefs   them  ;    none  to  prerail  w«h  thy 
Majefty,  every  one  is  like  to  give  ChnA 
a  free  Pafporc    and   Tctbmonul  to  p 
abroad,  and   are   almoft  Gadare///,  to 
pray   him    to  depart  out  of  their  Coarts. 
There  is  a  tfrange   Loufcefs  and  lodif- 
ferency  in   Mens  Spirits  concerning  the 
one  Thing  neceflary:    Men  ly  by  and 
dream  over  their  Days,  and  neror  ptc    • 
the   Soul's    Eftate    out   of  Queftion; 
none  will  give  fo  much  Fains,  is  to  dear 
their  Inter  eft  in  thee,  to  lay  hokf  on  thee, 
fo  as  they  may   make  Peace  with  thee. 
Now,  can"  there  be  a  more  ample  and 
lively  Delcription  of  our  Eftate,  both  of 
the  Land  and  of  particular  Pcrfons  of  it. 
Since  this  muft  not  be  limited  to  the 
Nation  of  the  Jews,  tho'  the  Propta 
fpake   of  the    Generality  cf  them ;  vet 
no  doubt,  all  Mankind  is  included  in  :he 
firft  fa  Ferfes ;  and  any  fe^ure  People 
may  be  included  ia'dx  feventh  Fcrfe, 
for  Paul  applyetik  even  fudilike  Speeches 
(  Horn,  xiii.)  that  were  fpoken.  as  you 
would  think,  of  Davids  Enemies  only ; 
yet  the  Spirit  of  God  knowing  the  Mini 
of  the  Spirit,    mak'eth  a  more  general 
Ufe  of  their  Condition,  to  hold  our  the 
natural  Eftate  of  all  Men  out  of  Chrui 
Jefus. 

But  there  are  in  thefe  two  ferfts, 
other  two  Things,  beiide  the  Mnow- 
fedgement  of  Sin  ;  Firft,  Tk  Acknow- 
ledgement of  God's  Righteou6efstopunifo- 
.ing  them,  for  now  they  oeed  not  quarrel 
God,  they  find  the  Caufc  of  their  fading 
in  their  own  Bofom :  They  now  join 
Sin  and  Puniihmem  together,  whereas  is 
the  Time  of  their  Proiperity,  they  Ra- 
nted 
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rated  Purifament  from  Sin;  and  in  the 
Time  of  their  Security  in  Adverfity, 
they  feparated  Sin  from  Punifhment  ;  at 
one  Time  making  bare  Confeflion  of 
Sin,  without  Fear  of  God's  Juftice,  at 
another  Time  freting  and  murmuring 
at  his  Judgments,  without  the  Senfe  of 
their  Sin :  But  now  they  join  both  thefe, 
and  the  Sight  and  Senfe  of  God's  Dif- 
pleafure  maketh  Sin  more  bitter,  and  to 
abound  more,  and  10  appear  in  the 
loathfome  and  provoking  Nature  of  it, 
fo  that  their  Acknowledgement  hath  an 
Edge  upon  it.  And  again,  the  Sight  and 
Senfe  of  Sin  maketh  the  Judgment  ap- 
pear moft  righteous,  and  ftoppeth  their 
Mouth  from  murmuring.  In  the  Time 
of  their  Impeniiency  under  the  Rod, 
their  Language  was  very  indifferent, 
Ezek.  xviii.  2.  The  Fathers'  bave 
eaten  f<rwr  Grapes,  and  the  Cbil- 
drens  T'eetb  are  fet  on  edge'\  they 
have  finned  and  we  fuffer,  they  have 
done  the  Wrong  and  we  pay  for  it :  But 
it  is  not  fo  now,  Ver.  5.  The  Fathers 
have  done  Righteoufnefs  in  refpefl  of 
us,  and  thou  was  good  unto  them,  but 
we  ar*  all  unclean,  and  have  finned,  and 
fo  we  are  punifhed.  Secondly,  They 
find  fome  Caufe  and  Ground  in  God  of 
their  general  Defection,  not  that  he  is 
the  Caufe  of  their  Sin,  but  in  a  righteous 
Way  he  punilhed  Sin  with  Sin.  God 
hid  his  Face,  denied  fpecial  Grace  and 
Iniluence;  and  fo  they  ly  ftill  in  their 
Security  and  their  Sin  became  a  (piri- 
tual  Plague.  Or  this  may  be  fo  read, 
none  calleth*  on  thy  Name,  when  thou 
hid  thy  Face  from  us,  arid  when  thou 
confumed  us  becaufe  of  our  Iniquities  ; 
and  fo  it  ferveth  to  aggravate  their  deep 
Security,  that  tho'  the  Lord  was  depar- 
ting from  them,  yet  none  would  keep 
kirn  and  hold  him  »  tho'  he  did  ftrike, 


yet  they  prayed  not,  Affliction  did  not 
-  awake  them  out  of  Security,  and  fo  the 
Jaft  Words,  Thou  baft*  confumed  us,  &c. 
are  differently  exponed  and  read ;  fome 
make  it  thus,  as  it  is  in  the  Tranflation, 
T*bou  bad  bid  tby  Face,  and  left  us  m 
a  Spiritual  Deadnefs,  that  fo  there 
might  be  no  Impediment  to  bring  on  de- 
ferved  Judgment :  If  we  had  called  on 
thee,  and  laid  hold  on  thee,  it  might  have 
been  prevented,  we  might  have  prevailed 
with  God,  but  now  our  Defence  is  re- 
moved, and  thou  haft  given  us  up  to  a  Spirit 
of  Slumber,  and  fo  we  have  no  Shield 
to  hold  off  the  Stroke,  thou  haft  nov# 
good  Leave  to  confume  us  for  our  Sins. 
Another  S.enfe  may  be  (thou  haft  fufc 
fered  us  to  confume  in-  our  Iniquity, 
thou  haft  given  us  up  to  the  Hand  off 
our  Sins :  )  And  this  is  alfo  a  Confequenc 
of  his  hiding  his  Face  ;  becaufe  thou  hid 
thy  Fac<>,  thou  letteth  us  perifti  in  our 
Sins;  there  needeth  no  more  for  our 
Confumption,  but  only  help  gs  not  out 
of  them,  for  we  can  foon  d^ftroy  our- 
klves, 

Firft,  Sin  is  to  its  own  Nature  Loath- 
fome, and  maketh  one  unclean  before 
God  :  Sin's  Naturfe  is  Filthinefi,  Vile- 
nefs,  fo  doth  Jfaiab  /peak  of  hlmfelf. 
Cbap.  vi.  5.  when  he  faw  God  «  Holi- 
nefs ;  So  doth  Job  abhor  himfel£  whichi 
is  the  Affe&ion  which  turneth  a  Man's 
Face  off  a  loathfome  Objeft,  when  he  law 
God,  Job  xl.  4.  and  xlii.  6.  Look  how 
loathfome  our  natural  Condition  is  holdea 
out  by  God  himfelf,  Ezek.  xvi.  You 
jcannot  imagine  any  Deformity  in  the 
Creature,  any  Filthinefi,  but  it  is  there. 
The  Filthinefs,  and  Vilenefs  of  6in  Aiall 
appear,  if  we  confider  firft :  Sin  is  a 
Tranfgreffion  pf  the  holy  and  fpirkual 
Command,  and  fo  a  vile  Thing ;  Tbe 
Command  is  holy  and  good,  Rom.  vii. 

And 
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And  fin  violateth  and'goeth  flat  contrary 
to  the  Command,  *  Jobn  iii.  When  fo 
juft  and  fo  equitable  a  Law  is  given, 
God  might  have  exafted  other  rigorous 
Duties  from  us,  but  when  it  is  fo  framed, 
that  the  Confidence  thud  cry  our,  all.  is 
Equity,  all  is  righteous,  and  more  than 
righteous,  thou  might  command  more, 
and  reward  none ;  it  is  Juftice  to  com- 
mand, but  it  is  Mercy  to  promife  Life  to 
Obedience,  which  I  owe  :  What  then 
muft  the  Offence  be,  againft  fuch  a  juft 
Command,  and  fo  holy.  If  Holinefs  be 
the  Beauty  of  the  Creation,  Sin  rauft  be 
the  Deformity  of  it,  the  only  Spot  in  its 
Face. 

Secondly,  Look  upon  Sin  in  the  Sight 
of  God's  Holinefs  and  infinite  Majcfty, 
and  O  !  how  hainous  will  it  appear ;  and 
therefore  no  Man  hath  feen  Sin  in  the 
Vilenefs  of  it,  but  in  the  Light  of  God's 
Countenance,  as  I  fa.  vi.  $,  Job  xl.  and 
slii.  God  is  of  purer  Eyes  than  to  behold 
Iniquity,  be  cannot  .look  on  if,  Hob.  i. 
1 3.  All  other  Things  befide  Sin,  God 
looketb  on  them  as  bearing  fome  Mark 
of  his  own  Image,  AU  was  very  good, 
end  Cod  faw  it,  Gen.  i.  and  ii.  Even 
thebafeft  Creatures  God  lookethoathem, 
and  feeth  himfelf  in  them  ;  but  Sin  is 
•nly  God's  Eye-fore,  that  his  Holinefs 
cannot  away  with,  it  is  moft  contrary 
unto  him  ;  and  as  to  his  Soveraignty,  it  is 
an  high  Contempt  and  Rebellion  done  to 
Cod's  Majefty  ;  it  putteth  God  off  the 
Throne,  will  take  no  Law  from  him, 
will  not  acknowledge  his  Law,  but  fas  it 
were.)  fpitteth  in  his  Face,  and  eftablilh- 
eth  another  God.  There  is  no  Punilh* 
ment  fo  evil,  that  God  will  not  own  as 
his  Work,  and  declare  himfelf  to  be  the 
Author  of  it,  but  only  Sin;  his  Soul  ab* 
horeth  it,  his  My  Will  is  againft  it,  he 
will  have  no  Fellowship  with  it ;  it  it  fo 


contrary  to  him.  coatradi&eth  hirWH, 
debafeth  his  Authority,  defpifeih  his  So?f. 
reignty,  vilipendeth  his  Truth.  There 
is  a  Kind  of  Infioitenefs  in  it ;  nothing 
can  exprefs  ii  but  ttfelf,  no  Name  wcrit 
than  it  fe  If  to  fee  it  out;  the  Apoftle  m 
get  no  other.  Epithet  to  it,  Rom,  irii.  n. 
Sinful  Sin  ;.  fo  that  it  comeih  in  moil 
direft  Oppofition  unto  God.  iUL  tfur  is 
in  God,  is  God  himfelf, -and  there  is  no 
Name  can  exprefs  him  fufficieotly  v  if 
you  fay  Gad*  you  by  more  than  can  be 
expreft  by  many  thoutand  other  Words ; 
fo  it  is  here.  Sin  is  purely  Sin,  God  is 
purely  good  and  holy,  without  Minute, 
Holinefs  itfcif ;  Sin  is  (imply  evil,  with- 
out Mixture,  Unbolinefs  ifctf ;  whaierer 
is  in  it,  is  Sin,  is  Uncleannefs  ;&n  is  an  in- 
finite Wrong,  and  an  infinite  and  bond- 
lefs  Filthinefs,  becaufe  of  the  infinite  Per- 
fon  wronged,  it  is  an  Offence  of  infinue 
Majefty,  and  the  Perfon  wronged  agra- 
vateth  the  Offence ;  if  it  be  Smptj  coo-  " 
trary  to  infinite.  Hofinefi,  if  mutt  be  in 
that  Lelped,  infinite  Unbofineis  and  Un- 
cleannefs. 

Thirdly,  Look  upon  the  (adEfie&i  and 
Consequences  of  Sm,  how  m&erable.hofr 
ruinous  it  bath  made  Man,  and  all  the 
Creation,  and  how  vile  muft  it  be  ?  Fttfi, 
Look  on  Man's  native  Beauty  and  Ex- 
cellency, how  beautiful  a  Creature  ?  But 
Sin  hath  caft  him  down  from  the  Top  of 
his  Excellency ;  Sin  made  Mam  of  1 
Friend  an   Enemy,  of  a  Courtier  with 
God  an  open  Rebel.    Was  not  Mans 
Soul  of  more  Price  nor  all  the  Work),,  fo 
that  nothing,  can  exchange  it?  fet  hath 
Sin  debafed  it,  and  proftitute  it,  10  all 
vile  filthy  Pleafures  ;  hath  made  the  im- 
mortal Spirit  dwell   on  the    Dunghill, 
feed  on  AJhes,  catch  Vuities,  lying  Va- 
nities, pour  out  itfelf  to  them,  fervt  all 
the  Creatures ;  whereas  it  Aould  hire 
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made  them  Servants,  yea  a  Slave  to  his  j 
own  greateft  Enemy,  to  the  Ground  he  1 
treadeth  upon.    O !  what  i  degenerate 
Plant  ;  it  was  a  noble  Vine  once  in  Para- 
difef  but  Sin  hath  made  it  a  wild  one, 
to  bring  forth  four  Grapes.   What  istherc 
in  all  the  World   could  denfe  a   Man  ? 
Mat.  xv.  20.  Nothing  that  goetb  out  or 
cometb  in*  but  Sin  ibai  procetdtd  out 
oftbi  Heart.    Man  was  all  Light,  his 
Judgment  (hined  into  his  Affe&ions,  and 
thro*  all  the  Man  ;  but  Sin   haih  made 
all  Darknefs,  clefed  up  the  poor  captive 
Undemanding,  hath  built  up  a  thick  Wall 
of  grofs  corrupted  Afleftions  about  it, 
lb  that  Light  can  neither  get  in  nor  out. 
The  Soul  was  like  a  clear  running  Fonn- 
tain,  which  yielded  frelh  clear  Streams  of 
lioly    Inclinations,    Defires,    AfleAions, 
Actions,  and  emptied  itfeltin  the  Sea  of 
immenfe    Majefty,   from    which  thefe 
Streams  firft  flowed ;  but  now  it  is  a 
Handing  putrified  Fuddle,  that  cafteth  i 
Tile  Stink  round  about,  and  hath  no  Iflue 
towards  God.  Man  was  a  glorious  Crea- 
ture, fit  to  be  Lord  over  the  Work  of 
Gods  own   Hands,  and  therefore  had 
God's  Image  in  a  fpecial  Manner,  HoB- 
nefs.  and  Rigfrteoufnefi,  God's  Nature  ; 
a  "Piece  of  Dirinity  wu  (lamped  on  Man, 
whidi  out  (hined  all  created  t erfeftioas; 
the  Sun  might  Mufti  when  it  looked  on 
Wm,  for  what  was  material  Glory  to  the 
Glory  of  Holinefs,  and  Beauty  of  God's 
Image  ?  But  Sin  hath  robbed  poor  Man 
of  this  glorious  Image,  hath  defaced  Man, 
marred  air  his  Glory,  put  on  an  hdlilh 
Likenefs  on  him  ;  Holinefi  only  putteth 
the  Difference  between  Angels  in  Hea- 
ven and  Devils  ift  Hell ;  and  Sin  only 
hath  made  the  Difference  between   ^f- 
dam  in  Paradife,   and  Sinners  00    the 
curled  Gronnd,  Rm*  iii.  23. 


Secondly,  Sin  hath  (b  redounded  thro' 
Man  unto  all  the  Creation,  that  it  hath  de- 
filed it,  and  made  it  corruptible  and  fub. 
jeftto  Vanity,  Rom.  viii.  20,  gh  So 
that  this  is  a  Spot  in  all  the  Creatures 
Face,  that  Man  hath  finned,  and  ufcd  alt 
as  Weapons  of  Unrighteoufnefs,  fo  that 
now  the  Creature  groaneth  to  be  do 
livered. 

thirdly,  h  hath  brought  on  all  the  Mi- 
lery  that  is  come  on  Man,  or  that  is.  to 
come;  it  hath  brought  on  Death  and 
Damnation  as  its  Wages,  and  the  Curfe 
of  the  eternal  God,  Gal.  iii.  1  r.  Rom* 
vi.  23.  How  odious  then  an  Evil  rauft 
it  be,  that  hath  fo  much  Evil  in  it,  yea 
all  Evil  in  the  Bofom  of  it:  Hell  is  not 
evil  in  refpeft  of  Sin,  for  Sin  defervetb 
Hell ;  it  hath  mined  Man,  and  made  all 
the  beautiful  Order  of  the  Creation  to 
change. 

Fourthly,  It  feparateth  Man  60m  Go£ 
which  is  worft  of  all ;  and  this  is  in- 
cluded in  the  Text,  We  are  all  as  an 
unclean  Zling,  or  Man,  at  a  leprous 
Man  let  apart,  becaufe  of  Pollution,  that 
may  not  come  to  the  Temple,  or  wor* 
(hip  God,  fo  hath  Iniquity  ieparated  be* 
tween  God  and  us,  Ifa.  Hi.  2.  And  O  r 
how  fad  a  Divorcement  is  this,  it  maketh 
Men  without  God  in  the  World,  in 
whom  we  live  and  move  and  have  our 
Being,  in  wbofe  Favour  is  Life,  and 
at  wbofe  right  Hand  are  Fleafure/  fir 
evermore.  Now  poor  Man  is  made  mi« 
ferable,  deprived  of  his  Felicity,  whidi 
only  confifted  in  Enjoyment  of  God: 
Sin  as  a  thick  Partition-wall  is  come  in 
between.  Enmity  alio  is^  come  in,  and  di- 
videth  old  Friends,  Efb.n.  14,15,  i60 
1 7.  And  now  no  heavenly  or  comfort- 
able Influence  can  break  thorough  ;  the 
Nighc  of  Darknefi  is  begun,  winch  muft 
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prove  everlafting,  except  the  Partition-  = 
vail  be  removed,  all  muft  wither  and  j 
decay  as  with. Hit  the  Sun. 

Fifthly,  Look  on   the  Price   piid  for 
Sin,  on  the  cleanfmg   that   waiheth   ir  a- 
ivay,  and  you  may  lee  unfpeakabie  De- 
formity  and  Viltnds  in   it :    The  Re- 
demprbnofthe  Soul  is  precious,  Silver 
and  Gold  and  precious  Scones  will  not 
do  if,  th.it  would  be  utterly  contemned  : 
WbJt    (futh  God)    prefunpruous  Sinner, 
irill  thou  give  a  Farthing  in  Payment  of  a 
Sum,  which  all  the  World  lold  at  the  d,'a 
reft  would  not  difcharge.  ifaL  xlix.  7, 
3.    1  Pet.  i.   iS.    It  is   no  corruptible 
ifbitig,  but  the  B.'oad  of  the  Son  of  Go  A. 
JO »  what    mull  the  DVbt  be,  when   the 
g'rice  is  fo  infinite  ?  The  Son  of  GkI 
muft  die  •  nay,  It  it  mt   Sacrifice    or 
Offering,  (o%  I  come  to  do  thy  (fill  ;  it  is 
Chrift  himfelf  that  is  the  Ranfom  FJdl. 
«1.  6,  7.     And  it   is  not  miuh  Sope  01 
X*4itre,  it  is  not  much  Repentance   an. 
Ta^rs  that  will   waih    away    this  Filthi- 
nefs  i  no,  it  is  of  a   deeper   Die,  It  ij 
Crimfon  ingrained   Filthmef's .    Jer.  ii. 
22.  And  I/a.  i.  6.  Blood  of  Hut's  anr 
Kloats  cannot  doit,  but  only  the  Bio  a 
tftbe  immaculate  Lamb  offered  up  by 
bimfelf,\\eb.  x.  4,  5.  fhe  Blood  ofbim. 
who  by  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  up 
bim  I  elf  without  Spot  unto   GW,    Heb. 
ix.   14.    What  muft   Sin  be,  tliat    mutt 
iiave   fuch  a  Fountain  opened  for  it ?   It 
muft  be  ftnnge  Uncleannefs,  whm  the 
Hood   of  Chrift   only    can   clcan/i*  it, 
7.ecb.  xiii.   1. 

H'e  all,  &c.  Mark,  Secondly,  Sin 
hath  ^onc  ov*r  us  all,  and  nude  a!l  Man- 
kind unclean,  Horn.  iii.  si 2.  and  10. 
livery  one  of  ^7/,:/;;'$  P.iiterity  is  born 
ivdcan,  F*r  who  c.in  liing  a  clean 
<l'bi<;g  out  of  an  unclean.  Job.  xiv.  4. 
Coalider  firft,  How  Sin  defaced  inn> 


cent  s4da*n,  how  one  Sin  made  him  & 
vile,   and  (periled  hitn  of  the  divine  Afa- 
t:rc  ;  and  lo  the  Root  was  made  vr.clsa, 
aid  the  Branches  muft  follow iht  Korr, 
s:vd  f  >  are  we  all  ho:n  aad  conceived  n 
Sin,  Pfcl.   Ii.  5.  We  carry  in  us  aval 
Corruption,  /lowing  fixn   liie  foil  ic- 
unl  Sin  of  Adtrn,  and  rhis  mzketh  poor 
Children  before   tfo-y  do  Good  or  £.//, 
to   be  abominably    vile  in  Gcds  Sigir, 
eren  as  the  Child  is  let  ov>,  Eze\.  xri. 
Every  one    Cometh  of  evil  Parents,  ill 
co:nc  of  stdam  the  Rebel ;  whirafosAr 
fome  Sight  would  a  Child  be  to  us  &  df- 
llribed,   Caft  out  in  the  open  Field%  u 
the  Loathing  of  its  Perfin  in  tceltoj 
it  is  born  ;  ;nd  what  rouft  it  aii  b:  be- 
Tore  CJod,  who  is  of  purer  Lie  s  than  to 
heboid  Sin  *   Secondly,  Unto  i\\  tas  we 
have    added  innumerable  aflinl  Traf 
grcfiions,  as  fo  nuny  fihhv  Streams  flow- 
i  is  out  at  the  Members,  from  the  inward 
l\:ddle  of  original  Corruption  ;  and  (1 
:vi\v  much  more  vile  are  we  a!l  nor  fa- 
f.'.nts  can  be,  or  Adam  ivas  in  the  D*j 
ne  was  caft  out  of  ParadiYe  ?  And  thus, 
Rom.  iii.  frojp  I'er.  10.  are  the  Bran- 
ches fct  down.ta  VIotA,  Tbouzjhi  and 
lX-ed  ;  fo   that  all   the  \nc\uuiions  and 
M-  >?io  is  and  Aft.ons  of  the  Man  are  on- 
ly  evil  continually.      Every   Man  llull 
find  his  Count  paft  counting ;  one  D*y'i 
Faults  would  weary  yoj,  bat  what  vu! 
y-)ur  whr-le   Life  do?  Knows  Sins  a* 
innv.nurablc,  whit   muft  ur.kno-.vn  fr? 
I'.very  M;n's   H-art  is  like  the  rrci>lcd 
S«ia,  that  cnfiethup  Mire  and  Dt:  daily, 
and  car. not  be  at    Reft.     The  Heart  is 
duly  iu-wing;   pnd  e!>bir.g in lius  Corrup- 
tion, it  cometh  out  d.ulv  ro  the  Borders 
i-f  .dl  tl;e  Members  ;  an-.1  itttrCare  foc"-« 
hi;:h   fping;  Tides,  when  Svn  atamin 
more.     When   in   one  Member  of  the 
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in  all  the  Members  ?  And  what '  in,  the 
Soul,  that  is  more  capable  than  all  the 
World  ?  Weil  then,  every  Man  hath  fin- 
ned in  Adam*  and  hath  finned  alfo  in 
his  own  Perfon,  and  fealed  Adams  firft 
Rebellion,  by  fo  many  thoufand  Actions 
Ike  it :  Every  Man  hath  approten  the 
Sin  that  firft  ruined  Man*  and  made 
himfelf  much  more  loathfome  nor  Adam 
was*  therefore  all  Mankind  may  lay, 
We  all  are  as  an  unclean  fling.  Now 
from  all  this,  we  would  gladly  difcover. 
unto  you  what  your  Condition  is  by  Sin  ; 
if  the  Lord  would  (bine,  bow  vile  would 
you  be  ?  Always  we  muft  declare  this 
unto  you  in  the  Lord's  Name,  you  are 
all  unclean*  not  only  born  in  Sin  and 
Iniquity,  not  only  hjrre  you  a  Body  of 
Death  within  you,  -that  hath  all  the  Mem- 
bers ;  but  all  thefe  Members  have  one 
Time  or  other  afted  and  brought  forth 
Fruit  unto  Death :  How  vile  then  muft 
you  be  in  God's  Sight?  It  is  a  ftrange 
Love  that  you  have  to  youlfelves,  that 
you  cannot  apprehend  how  God  can  hate 
you?  But  if  he  find  Sin  in  you,  wontier 
rather  how  he  can  look  upon  you  ;  we 
would  then  have  you  to  know  this,  that 
there  can  be  no  Fellowfhip  between  God 
and  you  in  your  natural  Eftate :  As  Men 
cannot  inhabit  a  vile  Perfon  s  Houfe,  no 
more  can  God  enter  in  your  Souls.  There 
is  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  wafoing,  before 
you  can  be  his  Houfe  and  Temple. 
Hath  that  one  Sin  of  Adam  made  tba' 
glorious  Perfon  fo  deformed,  that  he 
could  not  look  on  himfelf,  but  cover 
himfelf  ?  And  bath  it  been  of  fo  defiling 
a  Nature,  that  it  hath  redounded  in  all 
the  Poflerity  ;  and  as  unclean  Things  un- 
der the  Law  defiled  all  they  touched,  fo 
hath  that  Sin  fubjefted  all  the  Creatures 
to  Corruption  ?  O  !  then  imagine  what 
an  unfpeakable  Defilement  muft  be  on 


us  all*  who  are  not  only  guilty  of  AC, 
dams  Sin,  but  of  many  Thoufand*  be% 
'tide.    If  one  -Sin  have  no  much  Loath* 
fomnefs  in  iu  what  muft  fo  many  out  of 
Number,  united  in  one  Perfon,  even  as 
in  us  all  ?  No  unclean  Thing  can  enter, 
in  Heaven  above:  Know  this  for  a 
Truth,  you  cannot  fee  God's  Face  in  the 
Cafe  you  are  born  into.  •  You  know  no- 
thing of  Sin*  who  wonder  that  any.  fhoukf; 
go  to  Hell.    No,  ifyou:kntewajiy  Thing* 
of  Sin,  you  would  woader  that  ever.. 
God  (hQuId  look  on  fuchcaft  out  in  the 
open  Field,  in  their  Blood. 

Next,  You  muft  know  the  Infufficieacp.'. 
of  all  Things- imaginable,  to  waft  away,. 
Sin?  Fihhinefs*    except  the  Blood  of. 
Chrift.    Since  you  are  unclean,  do  you 
not  ask,  how  fliall  we  be  waihed?  In*, 
deed  many  have  an  eafy  Anfwer,  and  pais  • 
it  lightly.    The  Multitude  know  no  Way . 
to  cleanfe  in,  but  the  Tears  of  Repeat, 
ranee  and  Moutning ;  and  fo,  'afeny:thinfc » 
ttemfelves  clean,  •  when  they  run  and 
pour  out  a  Tear  as  Efau  did  forjhe ' 
Bleffing.    But  what  faith  the  Lord  ?  TV*  - 
tbou  wajb  thee  tvitb  Kitre,  and  take* 
thee  much  Sope,  yet  thine  Iniquity  is 
marked.     Can  fuch  an  ingrained   Un- 
cleannefs,  can  fuch  an  infinite  Spot  in  the 
immortal  Soul,  be  fo  lightly  dathed  out? 
Many  think  Baptifm  cleanieth  them,  but 
was  not  this  People  circumcifed,  as  ye 
are  baptized?  And  Peter  tells  us,  it  is 
not  the  waflring  of  Water,  1  Pet.  iii.  21. 
Sacrifice  and   Offering  will  not  do  it : 
This    People    thought,    fure  they   had 
fatisfied    God,    when    they    brought   a 
Lamb,  Q*c.  but  all  this  is  Abomination. 
Would  not  many  of  you  think  yourfelves 
cleanied  from  Sin,  if  you  offered  all  your 
Subftance,  and  the  Fruit  of  your  BoJy 
for  the  Sin  of  your  Soul?  Nay,  but  you 
muft  fee  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  the 
G  g  g  g  open-d 
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opened  Fountain  of  Chrift's  Blood,  that 
cleanfeth  from  all  Sin. 

Then  we  would  have  you  abhore 
yourfelves  in  Dud  and  Alhes,  fee  no- 
thing in  all  the  Creation  fo  vile  as  you  ; 
look  on  Sin  in  the  Sight  of  God's  Face, 
and  how  unholy  will  it  appear?  There 
are  many  Shis,  little  ones,  chat  in  our 
Vra&ice  pafs  for  venial  and  uncontrolled : 
But  look  on  the  filthy  loathfome  Nature 
of  all  Sin,  and  hate  the  lead  Otience, 
for  it  hath  a  Kind  of  Infinitenefs  in  it, 
and  blotteth  the  Soul,  deftleth  the  Per- 
foo.  How  great  a  Neceflity  is  there  of 
continual  Application  to  the  Fountain*  of 
dwelling  beiide  it,  that  you  may  wafti 
daily.  David's  fo  often  repeated,  and 
inculcated  Prayer,  ffajb  me,  cleanfe 
me,  &c.  Pfal.  li.  declareth  that  he  hath 
apprehended  much  Uncleannefi  in  Sin, 
that  it  needeth  lb  many  Applications  of 
the  precious  Blood.  And  you  who  have 
come  to  Jefus,  and  are  dean,  O  how 
much  owe  you  to  free  Grace,  that  pail 
by  you  in  your  Blood,  and  faid,  Live, 
1/  is  a  fime  of  Love.  How  ftrange  is 
it,  that  glorious  Majefty  cometh  to  own 
Deformity,  and  cometh  to  cloath  it  with 
his  own  Garments?  Praife  the  Virtue  of 
that  Blood,  that  is  more  precious  nor 
the  Blood  of  Bulls  and  Goats,  that  can 
lb  throughly  purge,  as  you  (hall  have  no 
more  Confidence  of  Sin. 

Unclean  Sinners  waft  yon,  make  you 
clean,  there  is  a  Fountain  opened  ;  tho' ! 
Stn  were    as   Scarlet,    it   can   perfectly  | 
dun^e  the  Colour  of  u.     If  you  wafh  } 


not  while  the  Fountain  is  open,  it  wit 
quickly   be   fealed  on  you,  and  then  it 
ftall  be  faid,   when  the  Angel  fttearetk 
by  bim  that  livetb  for  ever,  that  tm 
jball  be  no  more  ;    then  ball  k  be  Jaf4 
let  bim  that  is  unclean,  be  unclean 
Rill.     Now,  Cleaning  is  offered  /o  the 
Gofp?!,   if  you    will   lore  your  Loath- 
fomneU  fo  well,  as  not  to  dip  yourfc/ves 
in  this  Fountain,    then  let  the  unclean 
be  fo  ftill  :  Your  Repentance  will  nrra 
change  your  Colour,  tho*  you  fhould  meU 
in  Sorrow ;  and  therefore  you  who  have 
found  a  Way  co  be  fared  othenrifc  oor 
by  Jefus  Chrift.  you  /hall  be  deceived ; 
your  Tears  and    Mourning   riur  ym 
might  have  had,  tho*  Chrift  fad  never 
come  in  the   World,  is  all  you  ufc  to 
fpeak  of,  and  build  your  Hope  on :  And 
if  you  (peak  of  Chrift,    it  is  in  fixh 
Terms   as  to    buy  htm  by  fuch  Re- 
pentance ;  fo  that  the  Truth  is,  you  oft 
but  Chrift's  Name   as  a  Shadow,  yoo 
make  no  Ufc  of  bim  :  He  needed  not 
to  have  come  in  the  World,  tor  many 
ot  you  could  have  done  as  well  without 
him.     But  as  many  of  you  as  cannot 
find  Cleanfing.  who  fee  Ftfh  urcteafc, 
by  Wafting,  come  to  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
fay,  If  tbou  wilt,  tbou  eanjt  make  me 
clean,   Mat  vtii.  a.      Nothing  befide 
Jefus  can  do  it,  believe  his  Sufficiency ; 
nothing  befide  him  will  do,  believe  his 
Willingnefs  ;  for,  for  this  Caufc  be  is  m 
opened  Fountain  that  all  may  come  astf 
draw. 
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Ifo.  lxiv.  £  7.   All  our  Right eoujhefes  are  as  filthy 

Rags j  and  we  all  do  fade  as  a  Leaf,  and  our  In$quiz 
ties,  like  the  Wind,  have  taken  us  atvay. 


NOT  only  are  die  dire  A  Breaches  of 
^thc  Command  Uncleamefs,  and 
Men  originally  and  a&ualJy  unclean,  but 
even  our  holy^AAions,  our  commanded 
Duties:  Take  at  Man's  Civility,  Religi- 
on, and  all  his  universal  inherent  Righte- 
oufnefs,  all  are  filthy  Rags.  And  here 
the  Church  confcflcth  nothing,  but  what 
God  accufeth  her  of,  If  a.  ixvt.  3.  and 
Chap.  L  Fcr.  11,  12,  13.  &c.  This 
People  was  much  in  ceremonial  and  ex- 
ternal Duties  ;  and  therefore  they  cryed, 
The  temple  of  the  Lord*  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  as  if  this  would  have  out- 
oryed  all  their  other  Sins  ;  therefore  were 
they  proud,  and  Lords  in  their  own  Esti- 
mation and  innocent,  Jer.  ii.  31,  35. 
They  thought  the  many  good  Services 
they  did  to  God,  might  compenfe  'all 
their  Wrongs,  Mic  yi.  6,  7.  They  gave 
a  Pric£  to  Juftice  for  their  Sins,  .even  a 
Confeflionof  it  by  offering  a  Lamb,  Qjc. 
and  a  Purpofe  to  amend.  But  Io,  what 
Scnfe  the  Prophet  hath  of  all  this.  Lord 
all  our  Rigbteoufnefs  is  filthy  likewife  ; 
albeit  we  have  paid  the  Debt  of  Sins 
with  Dunes,  yet  now  we  fee  all  thefc  are 
Sins  themfelves,  and  mu  ft  have  another 
Sacrifice  •,  fo  that  all  Matter  of  Boafhng  f 


I  is  now  removed,  and  w§  are  ftript  naked 
of  all  Righteoufheft :  We  covered  our 
FiltMnefs  before  with  Duties,  now  both 
the  one  and  the  other  is  filthy.  .  We 
would  look  upon  two  Sorts  of  Righte* 
oufneis,  the  natural  Man's  and  the  con- 
verted Man's,  upon  the  one's  Civility 
and  fair  Profefliori,  and  upon  the  other's 
real  or  true  Gr?ce  in  difcharge  of  Duties  ; 
and  we  (hall  find  good  Reafon  to  cop* 
elude  both  the  one  and  the  other  under 
Filthinefc,  fo  that  there  is  no  Ground  of 
Boafting,  no  inherent  Righteoufncfi  can 
make  us  accepted  before  God.. 

Firfl  then,  whatever  Men  can  do  from 
natural  Principles,  all  the  Flower  and  Per- 
fection of  Mens  Anions,  both  civil  and 
religious,  is  but  abominable  before  Cod9 
as  long  as  their  Perfons  are  unjuftified. 
Every  Performance  is  defiled  by  the  Un- 
cleannefs  of  the  Perfon ;  and  therefore 
God  bearetb  not  Sinners,  John  viii. 
«hat  is, unjurtified  Sinners;  tho'  they  pray  * 
much,  yet  God  heareth  them  not.  And 
this  is  lively  exprefled  by  Hag.  ii.  12, 
13,  14.  As  the  Prieft's  holy  Garments 
and  FJe(h  could  not  make  Bread  or  Pot- 
tage holy,  but  the  unclean  Body  could 
make  ihcfe  unclean  ;  fo  this  Nations  and 
G  g  g  g  2  Peoples 
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loir  will  God  take  Prayers  from  fuch  a 
Mouth,  that  curfing  cometh  out  of?  IJa. 
iii.  10,  u,  i**  Shall  fwee*  Water 
come  out  of  one,  FountataTwith  bitter  ? 
Or  can  a  Fig-tree  bear  both  Thirties  and 
Graps  ?  Certainly,  profane  Convention 
mud  make  unclean  Profeffion  *»  and  there- 
fore your  coming  to  the  Church  and  Or- 
dinance s»  your  praying  in  your  Families, 
or  fuch  like,  mud  of  Neceffity  be  de- 
filed, fince  out  of  the  lame  Mouth  com* 
eth  curling,  railing,  lying,  filthy  Speeches: 
Your  Tongues  are  fo  often  imptoyed  in 
God's  Dishonour,  to  blafpheme  his  Name; 
to  flander  your  Neighbours,  to  reproach 
the  Saints,  that  all  your  Prayers  maft  be 
of  the  lame  Stamp,  and  as  bitter  us  the 
ether  Stream  of  your  AAions:  When 
you  ftretch  forth  your  Hands/ to  make 
many  Prayers,  to  take  the  Bread  and 
Wine,  (hall  not  God  hide  his  Face  from 
fuch  Hands,  as  are  unclean  with  many 
Abominations,  fome  murdering,  fome  a- 
bufing  their  Neighbours,  fome  Sabbath- 
breaking,  fome  Filthinefi?  How  oft  have 
your  Hands  and  Feet  ferved  you  to  evil. 
Turns?  and  therefore, your  good  Turns 
will never  come  in  Remembrance :  Nay, 
believe  it,  you  cannot  be  heard  of  God, 
while  you  cover  any  Offence.  And  this 
I  may  lay  in  general,  even  to  the  Saints ; 
any  known  Sinfcgiven  Way  to,  and  enter- 
tained without  Controlirrnt,  without 
wreftling  againft  it,  hindcreth  the  Ac* 
ceptation  of  your  folemn  Approaches. 
If  your  Heart  regard  Iniquity,  Jball 
Cod  bear?  Pfal.lxri.  i3.  No,  believe 
it,  the  teaft  Sin  that  you  may  judge  at 
firft  venial,  and  then  give  it  Toleration 
and  Indulgence,  (hall  feparate  between 
GikI's  Face  and  you:  Your  Prayers  are 
Abomination,  becaufe  of  fuch  an  Idol 
perked  up  in  the  Heart  befide  God,  that 
getteth  the  Honour  and  Worfiup  due  to 


him,  and  God  muft  anfwer  you  accor- 
ding to  it*  Ezek.  xix.  i,  3,  4.  God  will 
not  be  inquired  of  fuch  at  give  Allow- 
ance 10  Sin,  Ezek.  xiv.  a,  3,  4.  And 
on  the  other  Hand,  no  Sin  how  great 
and  hainou*  foever  can  hinder  God's 
gracious  Acceptance,  when  Souls  fly  un* 
to  Jefus  and  turn  their  Back  upon  Sin,  qc 
giveth  it  no  Heart  Allowance:  And  to 
the  Muhkude,  I  fay,  all  that  you  do  or 
touch  in  a  Duty  muft  be  defiled,  becaufe 
your  whole  Way  is  unclean,  Hag.  ih 
1$,  !3»  14.  Think  you  to  fin  all  tb* 
Week  thorough,  and  worfbipGodon  the 
Sabbath  ?  Will  you  he,  fwear,  commit 
Adultery,  rail  and  curie,  and  come  and 
ftand  before  me,  faith  the  Lord?  Na 
certainly,  you  cannot  be  accepted;  and 
will  you  hate  Reformation  in  your 
Lives,  and  take  his  Covenant  in  yotr 
Mouth,  and  caW  yourfclves  by  his  Name* 
Cbriflians?  And  (halt  not  God  chal- 
lenge you  for  that,  as  much  u  for  your 
fwearingt  and  curling,  and  lying,  fijh 
Indeed  the  Lord  putteth  all  in  one  Roll*, 
and  you  need  »ot  pJeafo  yourfelves  ia 
fuch  Things,  Pfai.  1.  16.  Jer.  vit,  9; 
10.  For  it  is  all  one  to  you  to  go  so 
Tavern  to  drink,  and  come  to  the  Ser- 
mon, to  blafpheme  God's  Name,  and 
call  on  it,  becaufe  the  Profanity  of  the 
one  defileih  the  other,  and  the  Hoti- 
nefs  of  the  other,  cannot  make  you 
holy. 

Thirdly,  The  natural  Mans  Perfor- 
mances want  the  Uprightnefs,  ReaUtjr 
and  Sincerity  that  is  required;  it  is  bat 
a  painted  Tomb,  full  of  Rottennefs  with* 
in  \  it  is  but  a  Shadow  without  SuWlance,. 
for  he  wanteth  the  fpi  itual  Part  of  Wor- 
(hip,  which  God  careth  for,  Who  will  be 
vcorjbiped  in  Spirit  and  Truth,  John  iv. 
23.  Now,  what  is  it  that  the  moil  Part 
of  you  can  fpeak  oi,  but  an  Outfide  of 
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foine  few  Duties,  foon  numbered.    You 
hear  the    Preaching,    and  your  Hearts 
wander  about  your  Bufinefs :  You  hear, 
and  are  not  fo  much    aflefted,   as   you  j 
would  be  to  hear   fome  old  Story,  or 
FabJe  told  you :  A  Stage-play  a&ed  be- 
fore this  Generation,  would  move  them 
more   than  the  Gofpei  doth ;   fo  that 
Chrift  may  take  up  this  Lamentation, 
IVe  have  piped  to  you,  and  you  have 
not  danced ;  lamented  to  you,  and  you 
have  not  mourned.    You  ufe  to  tell  over 
fome  Words  in  your  Prayers,  and  are 
not  fo  ferious  in  -amy  Approach  to  Cod, 
as  in  twenty  other  Things  of  the  World. 
Whatever  you  plead   erf"  your  Heart's 
Righroefs,    and    have    Recourfe  to    it, 
when  your  Conversion  cannot  defend 
you,  yet  your  Hearts  are  the  word  of 
all,  and  have  no  Uprightnefs  towards 
God;  for  you  know  that  what  Duiies 
you  go  about,  it  is  not  from  an  inward 
Principle,  but  from  Education  or  Cuflom, 
or  Conftraint.     Are  you  upright,  when 
you  are  forced  for  fear  of  Cenfure  to 
come  here,  or  to  pray  at  home  ?  Is  that 
Sincerity  and  fpiritual  Wo r (hip  ?  And  for 
the  more  polifted  and  refined  Profeflbrs, 
you  have  this  Moth  in  your  Performan- 
ces, and  this  Flea  to  make  your  Oint- 
ment to  ftink,  that  you  do  much  to  be 
feen  of  Men ;  therefore  what  little  Fer- 
vour of  Spirit  is  in  fecret  Duties,  there 
you  may  meafure  your  Altitude  and  your 
Life.     And  O  how  wearifome,  how  life- 
lefs  are  fecret  Approaches  ?  You  would 
not  have  many  Errands  to  God,  if  you 
thought  no  Body  looked  upon  you.     And 
tor  Spirituality,  it  is  a  My  Aery  in  all 
Mens  Pratfice:  Who  diretfeth  his  Duty 
to  Gods  Glory?  If  you  get  fome  Flaft 
of  Liberty,  you  have  your  Defire  ;  but 
who  mifleth  God's   Prtfence  in   Duties, 
which  a  World  will  approve  ?  Who  go 


mourning  as  without  the  Sun,  even  what 
you  have  the  Sun  ftiine  of  Ordinance* 
and  walk  in  die  Light  of  them? 

And   Fourthly,    Tho'  your   Perfor- 
mances had  Uprightnefs  of  Hem  gotof 
a  longs,  and  much  Afle&wi  in  tbern,  yet 
all  are  filthy,  becaufe  of  wior  ofFmh  m 
Jefus  Civirt.       When  you  mate  yom      i 
Duties  a  Covering  of  your  Sim,  and  tbiat 
to  iatisfy  God's  Jufiice  for  the  reft  of 
your   Faults,    by    dorug  fome  Point  of 
your  Duty,  then  it  cannot  choofc  but  be 
polluted   in  his  Sight.     And  this  very 
Thing  was  the  Caufe  of  Gods  reje&ng 
the  Jews  Righteoufiiefs,  even  hccinfc 
they  did  not  look   to  the  End  of  At 
My  ttery,  Cbrift  Jefus ;  did  not  putt  by 
the  Vail  of  Ceremonies,  to  fee  the  im- 
maculate Lamb  of  God  flainfor  Sin;  and 
therefore  doth  the  Lord  fo  quarrel  with 
them,  as  if  he  had  never  commanded 
them  to  do  fuch  Things.  Ifa.  u  12,  13. 
ffbo  bath  required  tbe/e  things  at  your 
Hands  f  bring  no  more  vain  Okiatkns, 
all  is  Abomination.  Even  is  God  fhould 
lay  to  you,    when  you  come  to  the 
Church;   Who  required  you  to  come? 
Who  commanded  you  xo  come  16  hear 
the  Preaching?  What  have  you  to  do  to 
pray  ?  What  Warrand  have  you  to  com- 
municate?   All  your  praying,  hearing, 
communicating,  is  Abomination  ;  Who 
commanded  you    to  do  thefc  Things? 
Would  you  not  think  it  a  foolilh  Questi- 
on ?  You  would  foon  anfwer,  that  God 
himfelf  commanded  you,  and  will  he  mx 
Jet  us  do  his  Bidding,     Indeed  this  People 
(no  doubt)  have  faid  fo  in  their  Heart, 
and  wondred  what  it  meant.    Nay,  but 
here  is  ihe  Myftery,  you  go  about  thefc 
commanded   Duties   not  in' a  comnian* 
ded  Way,  and  fo  the  Obedience  is  but 
Rebellion :  You  bring  Offerings  and  to- 
cenfe,  and  think  that  I  am  pacified  when 
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you  bring  Alms,  you  judge  you  hare 
given  me  a  Re:orapence ;    whereas,  all 
that  is  mine,  and  what  Pieafure  have  I 
in  thefe  Things  ?  I  never  appointed  you 
Sacrifices  for  this  End,  but  to  lead  you 
in  to  the  Knowledge  of  my  Son,  which 
is  to  be  flain  in  the  Fulnefs  of  Time, 
'  and  by  one  Offering  to  perfect  alt.    I 
commanded  you  to  look  on  Jefus  Chrift 
flain,  in  the  flain  Lamb,  and  fo  to  expert 
Remiffion  and  Salvation  in  him;    but 
'  you  never  looked  to  more  nor  the  Cere- 
*  mony,  and  made  that  your  Saviour  and 
Mediator ;  and  therefore  it  is  all  Abo- 
mination :  When  you  flay  a  Lamb,  and 
offer  Incenfe,  it  is  all  one  Thing,  as  to 
cut  off  a'  Dog's  Neck,  or  kill  a  Man ; 
fo  may  the  Lord  fay  to  this  Generation, 
I  command  you  to  pray,  to  repent  and 
mourn  for  Sin,  to  come  and  hear  the 
Word ;  but  withal  you  muft  deny   all 
thefe,  and  count  yourfelves  unprofitable 
Servants,  you  muft  fingly  caft  your  Souls 
Burden  on  Chrift  Jefus.     But  now  (faith 
the  Lord)  who  commanded  your  Re- 
pentance? for  when  you  fit  down  to 
pray,  or  come  in  publick  to  confefs  Sin 
.  before  the  Congregation,  you'think  you 
are  wafhen ;  when  you  have  ftid,  you 
tiave  finned,  and  if  you  come  to  the 
length  of  Tears  and   Sorrow,  Gh  then 
furc  you  are  pardoned,  tho'  in  the  mean 
Time  you  have  no  Thought  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and   Innweth  no'  Ufe  of  him. 
Therefore,   faith  the  Lord,   who  com- 
manded you  to  do  thefe  Things?  You 
think  you  have  fatisfied  for  your   Sin, 
when  you  pay  a  Penalty,  b^r   who   re- 
quired this?  I  will  reckoa  with  you  for 
thc-fe,  as  well  as  the  Sins  you  pray  and 
tnourn  for,  becaufe   you  do   not  lingly 
look  to  Chrift  Jefus.     Now,  if  he  had 
never  come  to  the  World,  your  Ground 
of  Confidence  would  not  fail  you  *,  for 


you  might  have  prayed  as  much,  mour* 
ned  and  confefled,  and  promifed  Amend* 
ment ;  and  fo  you  paft  by  the  Son  of 
God,  in  whom  only  the  Father  is  well 
pleafed.    Think  then  upon  this,  what- 
ever you  make  your  Righteoufnefs,  there 
needeth  no  other  Thing  to  make  it  filthy, 
but  to  make  it  your  Righteoufnefi :  Your 
Confidence  in  your  good  Heart  to  God, 
Prayer  Day  and  Night,  and  fuch  like,  is 
the   moft   loathfome    Thing  in   God's 
Eyes ;  except  you  come  to  this,  to  count 
your  Prayers,  as  God  doth,  among  your 
Oaths,  to  count  your  folemn  Duties,  a- 
mong  profane  Icandalous  Actions,  as  the 
Lord  doth,  Ifa.  i.   and  ixvi.  j.     Then 
certainly,  you  do  adorn  yourfclves  with 
them,  and  cover  your  Nakednefs  of  o- 
ther  Faults,  with  fuch  Leaves  as  aidant 
did,  but  you  (hall  be  more  discovered; 
your    Garment    is  as  filthy  as  that  it 
hideth,  even  becaufe  you  make  that  Ule 
of  At  to  hide  your  Sin,  and  cover  it. 

Next,  The  Lord's  Children  have  no 
Ground  of  Boafting  either,  from  their 
own  Righteoufnefi ;  the  holieft  Saint  on 
Earth  muft  abhor  himfeff  in  Duft  and 
Arties,  and  holy  Jfaiab  jometh  brmfelf 
in  with  a  profane  People :  When  he  com- 
eth  to  God  to  be  juftified,   he  cometh 
among    the   Ungodly,    he  bringeth  na 
Righteoufnefs  with   him,   he  cometh  in 
among  them  that  work  not.     Now,  you 
(hall  fin;}  good  Ground  why  it  muft  be 
fo..   Firft,  There  are  ordinarily  many 
Blemifhes  in  our  holieft  AAions,  Spots 
on  our  ci^aneft  Garments,  often  For- 
mality eateth  up  the  Life  of  Duties,  and 
prefenteth  a  Body  "without  a  Soul*  in  it: 
You  fit  down  to  pray  out  of  Cuftom, 
Morning  and  Evening  ;  ancf  \f  there  were 
no  more  to  prove  it,  this  may  fuflSce : 
When  pray  you   but    at  fuch   Times  f 
You  have  an  Ordinary,  andgoeth  not  by 
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it,  no  Advantage  is  taken  of  Providence. 
no  Neceffity  cooftraineth  when  Occafion 
offered);  and  To  it  it  like  the  World's 
appointed  Hours.  How  great  Deadnefs 
and  Indifpofition  creepeth  in,  fo  that  it 
is  the  ordinary  Complaint  ;  yea,  all 
Prayers  filled  with  it,  fcarcely  any  Room 
for  other  Petitions,  becaufe  of  the  want 
of  Frame  for  Prayer  itfelf:  The  Word 
is  heard  as  a  Difcourfe,  and  on  whom 
hath  it  Operation  to  Air  up  Affe&ions, 
cither  of  Joy  or  of  Trembling?  Chrifti- 
ans,  you  come  aot  to  hear  God  fpeak, 
and  to  you  meet  with  empty  Oidinances, 
God  is  not  in  them.  How  often  do 
crooked  and  finifter  Ends  creep  in,  and 
byafs  the  Spirit?  Men  ask  to  fpend  on 
their  Lulls,  and  to  (arisfy  their  own  Am- 
bition ;  fome  would  have  more  Grace  to 
be  more  eminent,  or  to  have  a  more 
pleafant  Life ;  and  this  is  but  the  feeking 
to  fpeod  on'  jtour  Lufts.  If  Affe&ion 
run  in  the  Channel  of  a  Duty,  it  is  often 
muddy,  and  runneth  thorow  our  Cor- 
ruptions; Liberty  in  Duties  is  principled 
with  carnal  Affaftions  and  Self-love. 
Will  not  often  the  Wind  of  Applaufe  in 
Company  fill  the  Sails,  and  make  your 
Courfe  fwifter  and  freer,  nor  when  you 
are  alone.  And  often  much  Love  to  a 
^Particular,  maketh  more  in  feeking  it. 
And  that  which  is  a  Moth  to  eat  up  and 
confume  all  our  Duties,  is  Conceit  and 
Self-confidence  in  going  about  them,  and 
attributing  to  ourfelf  after  them.  It  is 
but  very  rare,  that  any  Man  both  a&tth 
from  Jefiis  Chrift  as  the  Principle,  and  alio 
putteth  over  his  Woik  on  Chrift  lingly 
as  the  End.  Alas  too  often  do  Men 
draw  out  of  Cbrift's  Fulnefsand  raife  up 
their  own  Glory  upon  it,  and  adorn  them- 
felves  with  the  Spoils  of  his  Honour  ; 
for  we  ufc  to  pray  from  a  Habit  of  ir, 
and  go  to  as  Men  acquainted  with  it, 


and  when  we  get  any  SatUfa&oo  to  our 
own  Minds,  O  how  doth  the  Sou/  n> 
turn  on  itfelf.  and  goeth  nor  forward  ai 
it  goeth  v  it  is  lb  well  pleafed  with  i&f, 
when  ic  gettetk  Liberty  to  approach,  fha 
it  doth  not  put    all  over  on  Jefus,  ai 
take  Shame  to  itfelf.    As  loagu  there  is 
a  Body  of  Death   within,  HoUaeS  cat 
net  be  pure  and   unmixed;  our  Duties    j 
run  thorow  a  dirty  Channel,  and  cannot     j 
choofe  but  contract  Filth ;  while  Sin     ' 
lodgeth  under  one  Roof  fo  near  Gnce, 
Grace  mud  be  in  its  Eierafe  marred; 
and  therefore  the  holy  Aportle  mm?  ay,     j 
Rom.  vii.  19.  3%e  Good  that  Imtld,     : 
/  do  not:  But  the  E*t  wtneb  I  v$uli 
not.  that  I  do.     And  Ftr.  24.    0 
wretched  Man  that  I  am,  afro  fbatl 
deliver   me   from    the  Bodj  0/  this 
Death* 

Secondly,  Tfao'  there  were  not  fuch 
JBlemifties  and  Spots  in  the  Face  of  our 
Ri^hteoufnefs.  yet  it  is  here  in  a  Sam 
'of  Imperfection,  and  but  in  its  Minority 
and  fo  mud  be  filthy  in  the  Lord's  Sight. 
It  was  perfect  Hofinefs  according  to  the 
perfect  Rule  of  God's  Law,  that  Adam 
was  to  be  jufbfied  by%  according  \o  the 
Covenant  of  Works,  cxaft  Obedience, 
not  one  wanting,  or  tlfe  all  that  can  he 
done,  came  (hort  of  Righteoufnels:  One 
Breach  bringeth  the  Curfeon.    Ail  Obe- 
dience (if  there  be  a  failing  in  a  little) 
will  not  bring  the  Blefling  on  ;  he  char 
doth  all,  liveth ;  and  he  that  doth  not  aft 
is  curfed.     And  therefore  Chriffianf.  all 
you  do  cannot  commend  your  Fcrfons  to 
God,  for  if  he  examine  you  by  (he  Rule  of 
the- Law,  O  how  rtiort  will  the  holieft 
come  ?  Paul  and  Ifaiab  dsre  not  come 
in  fuch  a  Reckoning ;  neither  is  all  obey- 
ed,  nor  any  in  the  Meafire  and  Manner 
commanded.     And  therefore,  you  might 
j  cry  down  all  your  Performances,  whea 
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you  could  challenge  them  with  no  parti- 
cuUr  Blot,  with  this ;  all  is  (hort  of  the 
Command,  and  infinitely  (hort.     I  have 
been  aiming  at  Holinefs  fo  long,  I  have 
ftretched  out  my  Strength,  and  what  have 
I  attained?  k  may  be,  I  have  outftrijpped 
Equals,  and  there  feemeth  to  be  lonae 
Diftance  between  me  and  others ;  nay, 
but  the  Command  is  unfpeakably  more 
before  me  nor  I  am  before  others.    I 
lave  reached  but  a  Span  of  that  bouadlefs 
Fcrfe&ion  of  Holinefs ;  it  is  but  a  Grain 
Wright  of  the  eternal  Weight  of  Grace, 
and  I  muft  forget  it,  and  Hand  before 
God,  as  if  I  had  loft  Mind  of  Duties,  ap- 
pear in  his  Pretence  as  if  I  had  attained 
nothing;  foi  the  Length  that  is  before 
my  Hand  drowneth  up  all  Attainments. 
fbirdly.  Nay,  but  put  the  Cafe  Man 
were  perfe&.   Yet  Jboutd  be  not  knpw 
bis  Saul,  but  dejpife  bis  Life ;   tbe 
Lordputtetb  no  Truft  in  bis  Servants, 
%  and  bis  Angels  be  cbargetb  witb  Folly, 
and  tbe  Heavens  are  not  clean  in  bis 
$igbt ;  bow  tben  muft  Man  be  abomi- 
nable* tbat  batb  bis  Foundation  in  tbe 
Duft,   and  drinketb  in  Iniquity  like 
Water  f  How  Jbould  God  magnify  bim  f 
Or  be  be  righteous  tbat  is  born  of  a 
Woman?  Job.  xiv.  4,  6.  and  it.   14, 
15.  and  iv.  18,  19.  Job  was  a  great 
Length  in  the  Sight  of  his  own  Vilenefi 
and  God's  Holinefs,  when  he  faw  this, 
though  I  were  perfect,  yet  I  would  not 
know  it,  but  defpife  it,  I  would  not  an- 
Jwer  bim,    though  I  were  rigbteous, 
Chap.  11.  14.  15.JU-  So  unfpeakably 
pure  and  clean  is  his  Holinefs,  that  all 
created  Holinefs  hatb  a  Spot  in  it  before 
Us,  and  evanifheth,  as  the  Stars  disappear 
when  the  Sun  rifeth,  which  feem  fome 
thing  in  tbe  Darknefs.    The  Angels  Ho* 
tinea,  the  Heavens  Glory,  is  nothing  to 
to,  Before  vobom  tbe  Xiatitru  art  as 


nothing  ;  fo  that  it  is  all  the  Wonder  of 
the   World,  that   ever  God  ftooped  fo 
far   below  himfelf,    even   to   righteous 
Adam,  as  to  make  fuch  a   Covenant 
witb  him,  to  account  bim  righteous  in 
Obedience,  Wbdt  is    Man   tbat  thou 
Jbould  magnify  bim  *  When  I  look  to  tbe 
Heavens,  and  tbe  Sun,  tbe  Work  of 
thine  Hands*   Lord   what  is  Man  r 
What  is  innocent  Man  in  his  Integrity, 
that  thou  fhould  magnify  him,  to .  give 
him  a  Place  to  (land  before  thee,  magni- 
fy him  to  be  a  Party-contra&er  with  thy 
glorious   Majefty?  PfuL  viii.   4,  5,  6. 
But  now  when  this  Covenant  is  broken, 
it  is  become  impol&ble  to  a  Son  of  A- 
dam,  ever  to  fund  before  God  in  his 
Perfection,   for  How  jbould  Man  be 
rigbteous  tbat  is  born  of  a  Woman  .* 
Job  xiv.  1 5.    Since  we  once  finned,  how 
(houkJ  our  Righteoufnefs  ever  come  ia 
I  Remembrance  ?    Therefore   hath   God 
I  chofen  another  Way  to  cover   Man's 
Wickednefs  and  Righteouiheis  both,  witb 
his  own  Righteoufnefs,  his  Son's  Divine- 
human  Righteou(hefi,  which  is  fo  fuited 
in  his  infinite  Wiflom  for  us :  It  is  a 
Man's  Righteoulhefs,  that  it  may  agree 
with  Men,  and  be  a  fit  Garment  to  cover 
them ;  it  is  God's  Righteoufpefi,  that  it 
may  be  beautiful  in  God's  Eyes,  for  he 
feeth  his  own  Image  in  it.  And  it  is  hoe 
the  created  inherent    Righteoufneft  of 
Saints  glorified/  that  (hall  be  their  upper 
Garment,  that  (ball  be  their  Heaven  and 
Glory-fuit,  (fo  to  fpeak.)  they  will  not 
glory  in  this,  but  only  in  the  Lambs 
Righteoufnefs  for  evermore.    Saint-bolt- 
nefs  muft  have  a  Covering  above,  for 
it  cannot  cover  our  Nakednefs  ;  and  all 
the  Songs  of  tbofe  that  follow  the  Lamb 
make  Mention  of  his  Righteoufneft,  4- 
ven  of  his  only :  The  Lamb  is  the  Light 
and  Sua  of  the  City,  the  Lamb  is  the 
Hhbh  temple 
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Temple  of  it  ;  in  a  Word,  he  is  all 
that  is  beautiful  and  glorious :  Every 
Saint  hath  put  on  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
is  j.erf*ft  thro'  his  Comelint fs ;  at  tort, 
if  the  Holinefi  of  Spirit!  of  juft  Men 
made  perfect,  be  the  glorious  Habit  a- 
bove  ;  yet  all  the  Beauty  and  Glory  of 
it  is  from  Chrift  Jefus,  whofe  Image  it 
is  and  the  Spirit  whofe  Work  it  is.  It 
ftull  be  rtill  true,  a!!  our  Right eoufnefs, 
as  ours,  is  filthy,  and  all  Holinefs,  as  it 
hath  a  Relation  to  us.cannct  pleafe  God  ; 
it  muft  be  fpotted  before  hie  pure  Eyes, 
but  only  it  is  accepted  and  clean,  as  it 
is  Chrift's  and  the  Spirit's,  as  it  is  his 
own  Garment  put  upon  us,  and  his  own 
Comlinefs  making  us  perfect.  It  is  not 
fo  much  the  inherent  Cleaonefs  of  the 
the  Saint*  Robes  that  maketh  ihem  beau- 
tiful iu  his  Eyes,  as  this,  7%at  fbey  are 
wajbfd  in  the  Blood  of,  the  Lamb, 
Rev.  vii.  14. 

•  Now  from  all  this  we  would  fpfrak  a 
Word  to  two  Sorts  of  you  ;  there  is  one 
great  Point  of  Religion,  that  is  the  Prin- 
cipal and  Foundation  of  all  other,  even 
free  Justification,  by  Faith  in  Jefus,  with- 
out our  own  Righteoufiiefs :  And  the 
moft  Fart  ftumble  here  in  the  Entry  ;  it 
ts  tXe  greateft  Obftruftion  of  Souls  com- 
ing to  Chrift  Jefus,  even  the  ignorant  and 
bfrnd  Conceit  and  Fancy,  that  almoft  e* 
Very  Man  hath  of  himfelf  and  his  own 
Performances  ;  the  World  will  not  make 
many  believe  the  half  of  the  Evilofthein- 
£e Ives  that  is  fpoken  in  the  Word.  If 
you  have  a  general  Conviclion  of  Sin- 
fulnefs  and  Mifery.  yet  you  think  to 
hetp  it.  If  you  fm,  you  Life  to  make  an 
amends,  run  to  your  Prayers  and  Repen- 
tance, to  give  God  a  Recompence,  and 
fciisfy  your  own "  Confciences  :  Speak 
now,  is  not  this  the  Way  you  think  to  be 
fayed?  I  foall  dtwhat  I  can,  pray  and 


mourn  lor  Sin,  and  what  I  am  not  able 
to  do,  God  muft  forgive  ;  you  widdoaQ 
you  are  able  or  can,  and  God's  Mercy 
muft  come  in  to  fupply  the  Want  ofyov 
Righteoufneis  :  But  this  is  to  put  a  new 
Piece  of  Cloth  in    an  old  Garment,  0 
make  the   Rent  worfe.  Mmy  ofyoa 
have  no  other  Ground  of  Confidence  ia 
the  World,  nothing  to  anfwer  the  Cb*h 
lenge  of  Confidence  or  fausfy  Juftkf ,  but 
this,  I  repent,   I  am  lorry,  I  mown,  I 
(hall  amend*  I   refolve  never  to  do  Ac 
like  again.     Now  then  from  this  Ground, 
we  would  declare  unto  you  in  the  Lords 
Name,  you  are  yet  uncJeao,  bah  in  Pcr- 
fons  and  Aftians  uojuftified,  becrJe  yon 
have  no  othef  Covering  but  your  own 
Duties  and  Performances ;  and  let  thefe 
be  examined,  and  weighed  in  the  Bal- 
ance of  the  San&uary,  and  they  wul  be 
found  light.    All  your    Jtigbteoufnefi 
( faith  the  Lord)  is  Filtbinefs ;  you  are 
unclean,  you  cannot  denyt  boih  by  Birth 
and  Education,  you   have  often  defiled 
yourfelves  with  Sins  you  mad  coafck: 
Now  I  ask  you,  How  will  you  cover 
that  Uncieannefs  and  Sikedaefs  ?  How 
will  you  hide  it  from  God's  Eyes  and 
your  own  Confcieoce?  Vou  know  no 
Way  but  this,  I  will  pray,  I  will  repent 
and  amend.     So  then  you  cover  your- 
felf  whh  Prayer,  with  Sorrow  and  Tears, 
and  a  Refolution  of  amending ;  this  then 
is    all  your  Covering   and  Ornament, 
fomething  done  by  you ;  as  many  wifl 
make  the  Wings  of  two   gpod  Works 
ftretch  themfelves  out  fo  far,  as  10  cover 
and  hide  a  Multitude   of  Gftocts  be- 
tween them.    Therefore  I  declare  in 
the   Lord  Jefus  his    Name  un\o  you, 
whofe  Confcience  muft  go  atoogs  in  the 
Acknowledgment    and  owning  of  your 
Cafe,  that  you  have  covered  yourfelvei 
witt  your  own  Ritfweoufcefi,  that  yew 

hire 
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have  taken  as  filthy  Raggs  to  cover  your 
Nakednefs  and  Sin  with,  as  your  Sins  are, 
and  fo  you  have  made  an  Addition  to 
your  Uncleannefs,  you  are  more- unclean 
by  your  Prayers  and  Repentance  than  be- 
fore ;  and  fo  God  is  of  more  pure  Eyes , 
than  to  look  gracioufly  on  fucb  as  you 
are.  You  have  gone  about  to  tftablilh 
your  own  Righteoufnels,  and  have  not 
known  the  Righteoufnels  of  God,  and  fo 
you  have  come  fliort  of  it  ;  you  are  yet 
Ferfons  in  a  State  of  Enmity,  God  u  your 
Judge,  you  are  Rebels;  it  concerns  you 
much  to  heed  this  well*  to  judge  of  your 
own  Aftions  and  Perfons  as  God  judgeth 
of  them,  for  if  God  (hall  judge  one  Way, 
and  you  judge  another  Way,  you  may 
be  far  raiftakenin  the  End.  If  you  have 
fo  good  an  Opinion. of  yourlelves  and 
your  Duties,  that  you  can  plead  Intereft 
in  God  for  them,  and  abfolve  yourfelves 
from  fuch  Grounds  ;  and  if  God  have 
not  the  fame  Judgment,  but  rather  think 
is  evil  of  your  Prayers  as  of  your  Curt 
fing,  and  abhor  the  Thing  that  fatisfyeth 
you,  will  it  not  be  dreadful  in  the  End  ? 
For  his  Judgment  (hall  ftand,  and  you 
will  (uccumb  in  Judgment,  fince  you  crof- 
fed  God's  Mind;  therefore  we  would 
hare  you  folidly  drink  in  this  Principle 
of  Religion,  That  Man  is  fo  unclean, 
and  God  fo  abhorreth  him,  that  whatever 
be  doth  or  can  do,  it  cannot  make  him 
righteous  ;  that  no  good  Aftion  can  make 
him  acceptable,  and  take  away  the  Un- 
cleannefs of  the  evil  A&ions ;  and  that 
any  finfiil  A&ion  taketh  away  all  the 
Cleannefs  of  the  good  Aftions.  Onc*- 
believe  this,  if  I  (hould  fweat  out  my  life 
in  ferving  God,  and  never  rile  off  my 
Knees,  if  I  (hould  give  my  Body  to  the 
Fire  for  the  Truth,  if  I  (hould  melt  away 
in  Tears  for  Sin,  all  this  is  but  filthy  Rags, 
aadl  can  ocvcr  fe*  acceptor  of  God  for 


all  that,  but  the  Matter  t>f  my  Condem- 
nation groweth ;  if  I  juftify  myfelf,  my 
own  Mouth  proves  me  perverfe ;  God 
needeth  no  more  but  my  good  Deeds  to 
condemn  me  for  in  all  Juftice  *  and 
therefore  it  is  a  Thing  impoffible,  I  will 
never-  put  forth  a  Hand,  or  open  a 
Mouth  upon  that  Account  any  more.  ,  I 
will  ferve  God,  becaufe  it  is  my  Duty, 
but  Life  I  will  not  expeft  by  my  Service, 
when  I  have  done  ail,  it  is  wholly  Mercy 
that  I  am  accepted ;  my  good  Works 
(hall  never  come  in  Remembrance,  I  re- 
folve  to  be  found*  not  having  my  own 
Righteoufnefs ',  I  will  appear  among  the 
ungodly  Sinners,  as  one  that  hath  no 
Righteoufnefs,  that  I  may  be  juftified  on- 
ly  by  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  I  fa^,  drink 
in  this  Truth,  and  let  it  fettle  in  yous 
Hearts,  and  then  we  would  hear  Num- 
bers cry,  O  what  {ball  I  do  to  befavcd  ? 

Now  as  for  you  who  have  fled  unto 
Chrift's  Righteoufnefs  only,  and  have  caft 
away  your  own  as  Dung  and  Drofsv  as 
filthy  Rags  *,  as  you  have  done  right  in 
the  Point  of  purification,  judge  fo  likewife 
after  it.  We  would  exhort  y6u  to  judge 
fo  of  your  beft  Aftions  that  are  the  Fruits 
of  the  Spirit,  judge  fo  of  them  as  you 
have  a  Hand  in  them. 

All  our  Aigbuoufntff :  Mark  Ifa* 
tab  a  holy  Prophet  joineth  hirafelf  in  with 
the  Multitude.  And  the  Truth  is,  the 
more  Holinefs,  the  more  Humility  and - 
Self-abating ;  for  what  is  Holinefs,  I  rfray 
you,  but  Self-denial,  the  abating  of ,  the 
Creature,  and  exalting  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
This  is  the  Crofi  that  the  Saints  muft  all 
bear,  Deny  yourfetf,  and  follow  me. 
Grace  doth  not  fwell  Men  above  others, 
it  is  Gifts,  fucb  as  Knowledge,  that  puffeth 
up ;  Charity  or  Lore  puffeth  not  up. 
Men  are  naturally  high-minded,  for  Pride 
was  tbc  firft  Sin  of  Adam,  and  Grace 
H  fab  fa  %  wroth 
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cometh  to  level  Men,  to  mike  the  high 
Mountains  Vallies  for  Chrift's  Chariot  ; 
it  maketh  Men  (loop  low  to  enter  the 
Door  of  the  Kingdom :  Therefore,  if 
you  have  attained  any  Meafure  beyond 
others,  if  you  would  prove  it  real  Grace 
and  Hjlinefs,  do  not  exalt  yourfelves  a- 
above  others,  be  not  high  minded,  come 
down  and  tit  among  the  ungodly,  among 
the  unclean,  and  let  not  Grace  given  dimi- 
atfh  the  low  Eftimation  of  yourfelf  in 
yourfelf.  There  is  a  Growing,  that  is 
but  a  Fancy  and  Mens  Conceit  ;  when 
Men  grow  above  Ordinances,  above  other 
Chriftians,  and  can  fee  none  or  few  Chri 
rtians  but  ihemfelves,  fuch  a  Growth  i* 
not  re.il,  'tis  but  Fancy,  'tis  but  Swelling 
and  Wind,  and  muft  be  pricked  to  let  it 
out.  A  holy  Prophet  came  in  among  an 
unclean  People,  he  did  not  dy,  Stand 
by,  I  am  holier  than  thou.  Such  a  Man 
as  can  find  no  Chriftian  about  him,  even 
though  to  the  Judgment  of  all  others,  they 
frek  God  more  than  he,  fuch  a  Man  hath 
not  real  folid  Grace,  his  Holineft  is  pro- 
fane Holinefs,  and  proud  Holinefs  ;  for 
true  Holinefs  is  humble  Holinefs,.  and  in 
Honour  preferreth  others. 

There  is  a  great  Fault  among  thofe 
vrho  have  fled  to  Chrift's  Rigbteoufnefs 
in  Justification,  that  they  ufe  to  come  forth 
from  Duties,  as  a  Stomach  from  a  Honey- 
comb. Oft  times  we  make  our  Liberty 
and  Accefs  to  God  the  Ground  of  our 
Acceptation ;  and  according  to  the  Ebbings 
and  Flowings  of  our  inherent  Righteouf- 
nefs,  fo  doth  the  Faith  and  Confidence 
of  Juftification  ebb  and  flow  :  Chriftians, 
this  ought  not  to  be  ;  in  fo  doing,  you 
make  your  own  Rigbteoufnefs  your  Righ- 
teoufnefc  before  God  ;  for  when  the  Un- 
farisfaftion  in  the  Point  of  Duty,  maketh 
you  qucftion  your  Intereft  fo  often,  is 
not  the  Satisfaction  of  your  Minds  in 
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Duties,  made  the  Ground  of  your  plead- 
ing Intereft  ?    Give  you  Liberty  and  Ac- 
ce6,  you  can  believe  any  Thug ;  reamt 
it,  and  you  can  believe  nothing.  Certain- 
ly this  is  a  Cindy  Foundation;  you  ougk 
to  build  nothing  on   Per&noaoces,  you 
ihould  be  as  vile  in  your  own  £/es,  aoi 
think'your  Nakednefc  as  open,  wbajou 
come  neareft  God,  when  jm  hate  moik 
Livelinefs,  as   when  he  hideth  Us  Fact; 
and  Duty  wuhereth ;  wiJI  filthy  Rap  be 
your  Ornament  ?  No  Chriftians.  be  mare 
acquaint  with  the  unlpotted  Riglreoufaefs 
of  the   immaculate  Lamb  of  Gad.  and 
find  as  great  Necefllty  of  covering  your 
cleaned  Duties  with  it,  as  yourfwieil 
Faults,  and   thus  Hull  you  be  kept  fail 
humble  and  rile  in  your  own  Eyes,  and 
have  continual   Imploymenc  for  Cteift 
Jefus :  Your  beft  Eftate  foould  not  puff 
you  up,  and  your  worft  Ertate  Ihould  not 
caft  you  down ;  therefore  be  much  in 
the  Search  of  the  Filchinefs  of  your  holy 
Aflions*    This  wete  a  fpirituai  Srudy,  a 
noble  Dilcovery  to  unboirei  your  Duties; 
to  divide  them,  and  give  unro  God  what 
is  Gods,  and  take  unto  yourfelves  whaiis 
your  own:  The  Kfcovei?  oC  F\\\ittnefi 
in  them,  needeth  not  hinder  his  Praifc  ; 
and   the  Difcovery  of  Grace  in  them, 
needeth  not  mar  your  Shame.    God  hath 
mod  Glory  when  we  have  moft  Shame, 
thefe  two  grow  in  juft   Proportion,  fo 
much  is  taken  from  God,  a*  is  gjfen  to 
the  Creature. 

Ztirdly,  We  would  aUb  prdsyou 
from  this  Ground  to  long  much  to  be 
c loathed  upon  with  Immortality,,  to  put 
off  the  filthy  Rags  of  Time,  sod  Earth- 
righteoufnefs*  and  to  be  ctottbed  upon 
with  the  white  Robs  of  the  HigJueouiae& 
of  the  Saints.  As  you  would  dwell  ntt 
the' Fountain  here,  and  be  ftill  wafkuc 
your  Garment^  and  ottering  all  yoi 
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Sacrifices  in  him  who  fanftifieth  all,  fp 
would  you  pant  and  third  for  thisfpoilefs 
Garment  of  Glory  :  Glcry  is  nothing  but 
perfect  Holinefs,  Holinefs  wafoen  and 
made  clean  in  the  Lamb's  Blood  :  Your 
Rags  are  for  the  Prifon  and  for  fojourning ; 
when  you  come  to  your  Father's  Houfe, 
your  Raiment  (hall  be  changed.  There- 
fore Chriftians,  every  one  of  you  afpire 
higher,  fit  not  dowrf  in.  Attainments,  for- 
get what  is  behind,  and  prefs  forward : 
Let  perfect  Holinefs  be  in  your  Eye  and 
Purpofc,  fit  not  behind  it :  All  our  Time- 
dudes  have  much  Filthinefs,  long  for  the 
pure  Stream  that  waters  the  City  above : 
Grace  is  not  in  its  native  Place,  it  is 
corrupted  and  mixed  here :  Heaven  is 
the  own  Element  of  it.  and  there  is  Grace 


without  Mixture.  Undervalue  all  youf 
Performances,  till  you  be  above,  where 
that  which  is  in  Part  (hall  be  done  away, 
where  no  unclean  Thing  entereth. 

Fourthly,  This  likewife  holdeth  oat  to 
you  a  conrinual  Neceflity  of  Wafoing. 
You  njuft  take  up  Houfe  befide  the  Foun- 
tain opened  in  the  Houfe  of  David  \  and 
never  looJt  on  any  Piece  of  inherent 
RighteouTnefs,  but  fee  a  Neceflity  of  dip- 
ping it  in  the  Lamb's  Blood  ;  and  there- 
fore ftiouW  you  pray  always  in  Chrift's 
Name,  that  the  Prayer  which  of  itfelC 
would  be  caft  as  Dung  on  our  Face,  may 
have  a  fweet  Savour  from  him.  Cover 
your  Holinefs  with  Chrirfs  RighteouJnefi» 
and  make  Mention  of  it  only. 
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Ifa.  Ixiv.  6.  — — And  we  all  do  fade  as  a  Leaf*  and  our 
-  Iniquities^  like  the  Wind*  have  taken  us  away. 


HERE  they  join  the  Punithment  who 
the  deferving  Caufe,  their  Unclean- 
•fs  and  their  Iniquities,  and  fb  take  it  upon 
them,  and  fcbfcribeth  to  the  Righteoufifcls 
of  God's  Dealing. 

We  will  fay  this  much  in  general,  firft.  No. 
Body  needethto  quarrel  God  for  his  Deal- 
ing, He  mil  always  he  juftified  when 
be  if  judged.  If  the  Lord  deal  more 
fharply  with  you  than  with  others, 
you  may  judge,  there  is  a  Difference  be- 
tween your  Condition  and  theirs*  as  well 
as  in  the  Lord's  Difpenlitian,  even  as  this 
People  do,  Per.  $,  6.  It  is  a  ftrange  Say-* 


ing,  Lam.  iii.  31.  2%e  Lord  doth  not 
afflia  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  Children 
of  Men.  That  is,  (as  wev  conceive) 
the  Lord  hath  not  foch  Pleafure  in  tramp* 
ling  on  Men*  as  be  might  da  on  the  Dull 
of  his  Feet.  Tho'  he  be  abfohite  fove- 
reign  Lord  of  the  Creature,  and  Men  be 
but  as  the  Dull  of  bis  Feet,  and  he  may 
do  with  bis  own  what  be  pleafetb,  and 
none  ask.  What  doft  thou  ?  Yet  the  Lord- 
ufeth  not  to  wait  according  to  his  own 
Abfoiuteneft,  he  hath  another  ordiuary 
Rule  whereby  he  worketh,  a  Rule  of 
Jufiice   vA   Equity;   especially   in   the 
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punifoing  of  Men,  he  ufeth  not  to  afflift 
Men  for  his  Pteaftire,  is  Tyrants  ufe  to 
deftroy  their  People.  The  Lord  exerceth 
Lis  Sovereignity  mother  Way,  and  it  he 
be  abfoiute  and  illimited  in  any  Thing,  it 
is  in  (hewing  Mercy  on  Men :  But  in 
Judgment,  there  may  be  ftill  fome  Reafon 
gotten  for  it  in  the  Creature  befide  the 
Will  of  God;  fo  that  (tofpeak  with  Re- 
verence of  his  Majefty)  Strokes  are  often 
drawn  out  of  his  Hands,  he  getteth  lb 
much  Provocation  ere  he  (hike,  and 
holdeth  off  fo  long*  threatneth,  and  giveth 
Warning  thus  before  Strokes,  as  if  it  were 
againft  his  Will  to  lay  on,  as  if  his  Heart 
were  broken  with  us. 

Secondly,  If  Men  knew  themfelves 
and  their  own  Sinfulnefs,  they  would  not 
challenge  God  with  Unrighteoufhefs,  but 
put  their.Mouth  in  the  Duft,  and  keep 
Silence.  And  it  is  from"  this  Ground, 
that  this  People  do  not  charge  God.  Sin 
is  of  fuch  infinite  Defert  and  Merit,  be- 
caufe  againft  infinite  Majefty,  that  God 
cannot  go  beyond  it  in  Punifhment ;  and 
therefore  Jeremiah,  when  he  is  wading 
cut  of  the  deep  Waters  of  fore  Temptati- 
on and  fad  Difcouragement,  he  pitcheth 
and  cafteth  Anchor  at  this  folid  Ground, 
It  it  of  the  Lords  Mercy  that  we  are 
not  confumed,  Lam.  iii.  22.  What  do 
I  mean,  thus  to  charge  God,  ^s  if  he 
dealt  rigoroufly  ?  No,  no,  It  "is  his 
Mercy  that  a  Remnant  is  left,  our  Strokes 
are  not  pure  Juftice,  our  Cup  is  mixed, 
Mercy  is  the  greateft  Part :  Whatever  is 
behind  utter  Deftruftion,  whatever  is  be- 
low .the  Defert  of  Sin,  which  is'Hell  and 
Damnation,  all  this  muft  be  reckoned  up 
to  Mercy :  That  I  am  yet  alive,  and  fo 
may  have  Hope,  this  is  Mercy,  For  why 
Jbould  a  living  Man  complain  ?  Ver. 
39.  That  a  Rod  is  come  to  awake  us 
out  of  Security,  this  if  Mercy,  for  we 


might   have  Oept   10   Death.    And  fe 
whoUbrae  Counfel  got  Job  of  his  Friends, 
to  ftay  his  murmuring  and  grades*  « 
God's  DUpenfations,  Jo*  xi.  6.    W!w 
doft  thou  complain  Job?  Know  but  17 
Sins,  and  there    (hall  be  no  room  tar 
Complaint ;  look  but  unto  God's  Secrets 
of  Wifdom,  and  his   Law,  and  fee  it  j9 
double  to  what  you  have  known,  your 
Obligation  is    infinite    more  than  y0U 
thought  upon,  and  then  how  peat  ud 
number lels  muft  Iniquities  be?  Kaow 
therefore,  faith   Tjopbar,  God  ezaacth  of 
thee  left  than  thine  Iniquities  de£rre;  God 
exafleth  not  according  to  Uw,  be  crar- 
eth  not  according  to  the  Obligation,  but 
bids  write  down  fifty  in  his  Bill  of  A£ 
fliftion.  when  an  hundred  are  written  io 
our  BUI  of  deferving :  So  then  complain 
not,  it  is  Mercy  that  Life  is  fired.    Are 
yeu  Men  and  Jiving  Men?  Wonder  at 
this,  and  wonder   nor  that  you  are  not 
wealthy,  are  not  honouraWe,  fttin§yw 
are  Sinners :  All  that  came  on  Jentfaim 
maketh  not  Ezra  think  God  out  of  Bounds, 

CI"?'JX'  I3'  A$  m  «*fi«bn  the 
lealt  of  God's  Mercies,  and  all  our  Good, 
nefs  deferveth  none  of  them,  fo  is  the 
ieaft  Sin  greater  than  iYe  yeateft  of  ail 
his  Judgments,  and  deferveth  fliU  more: 
Nay,  if  there  were  no  more  but  original 
Corruption  common  to  Men,  and  the 
filthinefs  that  accompanieth  Mens  good 
Actions,  yet  is  God  righreous  in  ptnifo 
wg  feverely,  and  this  People  artnowfcfef 
it  fo.  You  ufe  to  inquire  what  So  bath 
fuch  a  Man  done,  when  lb  terrifcfc  ./mo- 
ments come  on?  Nay,  enquire  no  more, 
he  is  a  Sinner,  and  it  it  Merty.  there  is 
not  more,  and  it  is  ftrange  Mercy  that 
tt  is  not  fo  with  you  atfa  You  ufe  to 
fpeak  foolifhly  when  God's  Hand  is  upoa 
you,  I  hope  I  have  my  Punifhment  here, 
1  hope  tofuflcr  here  for  my  Sins:  foot 

So* 
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Souls,  if  God  make  you  fuffer  for  Sins, 
it  will  be  another  Matter  ;  tho'  now  your 
Puniftiment  be  above  your  Strength  and 
Patience,  yet  it  is  below  your  Sin:  As  Sin 
Bath  all  Evil  in  it.  fo  muft  Hell  have  all 
Puniftiment  in  k:  The  Torment  of  a 
Gravel,  racking  with  the  Stone,  and  fucb 
like,  are  but. play  to  Hell,  thefe  are  but 
Drops  of  that"  Ocean,  that  you  muft  drink 
cut,  and  you  ftiall  go  out  of  one  Hell 
into  a  worfe  ;  Eternity  is  the  Mealbre  of 
it's  Continuance,  and  the  Degrees  of  itfelf 
are  anfwerable  to  its  Duration.  There 
is  much  Impatience  even  among  God's 
Children  under  the  Rod:  You  vex  and 
torment  yourfelves,  and  doth  well  to  be 
angry.  Any  Piece  of  thwarting  Difpenfa- 
tion,  that  goes  crofs  to  yout  Humour  and 
Inclination,  embitters  your  Spirit  againft 
God,  and  maketh  you  go  crofs  to  his  Pro- 
vidence :  How  often  do  your  Hearts  fay, 
Why  am  I  thus?  What  aileth  the  Lord 
at  me  ?  But  .Chriftians,  learn  to  ftudy 
your  Qwn  Defervings,  and  flop  your 
Mouth  with  that,  that  you  may  not  fpeak 
againft  Heaven.  If  you  knew  Sin  well, 
you  would  not  wonder  at  Judgments,  you 
would  rather  wonder  that  you  are  out  of 
Hell ;  know  what  Right  God  hath  over 
^you,  and  how  little  Ufe  he  maketh  of  it 
againftyou;  when  you  repine  at  a  little, 
Aiall  it  not  be  Righteoufnefs  with  God  to 
exaft  more,  and  let  you  know  your  De- 
serving better.  He  that  thinketh  it  Rigor 
in  Gqd  to  exaft  fifty,  it  is  Juftice  that  God 
crave  an  hundred.  If  the  £aw  require 
forty  Stripes,  and  he  give  but  one,  will 
you  not  rather  commend  and  proclaim 
his  Clemency,  than  fpeak  of  bis  Cruelty? 
Wonder  that  God  hath  fpared  uj  fo  long. 
Sin  is  come  to  great  Maturity,  as  Pride 
is  (aid  to  btoflbra  and  bud  into  a  Rod,  fo 
all  Sins  are  bloflbmed  and  budded  into 
the  very  Harveft,  that  the  Sickle  may  be 


pur  in.  If  we  (bould  have  Cities  defolate* 
and  our  Land  confumed ;  if  we  (hould 
rake  up  Jeremiah's  Lamentation,  and 
our  Cafe  be  made  paralel  to  theirs,  we 
have  then  been  puniftted  leis  than  our  Inl* 
quities  deferved. 

There  are  forae  godlefs  People  lb 
black-mouthed,  as  to  fpeak  againft  Heaven 
when  God  correfteth  them,  they  follow 
the  Counfcl  of  Job's  Wife,  Curfe  God 
and  die,  if  God  but  touch  them  a  little 
in  that  which  is  deareft  unto  them^  they 
kick  againft  the  Tricks  9  and  run  Hard* 
heads  with  God.  As  we  have  known 
fome  foolifh  Women  when  their  only 
Child  hath  been  removed,  biafpheme, 
faying,  What  can  God  do  more  to  me. 
let  him  da  what  he  can?  O  Madnefi 
and  Wickednefsof  Men?  Cannot  God  do 
more,  when  he  cafteth  them  in  Hrfl? 
Thou  (halt  acknowledge  that  it  is  more. 
Some  have  left  off  to  feek  God  and  turned 
profane,  becaufe  of  the  Lord's  Corredtf* 
on :  Bur  you  would  know  that  all  that  is 
here  is  but  Arlts.  If  God  had  done  his 
worft,  you  might  think,  yourfelves  out  of 
his  Common  ;  nay,,  but  he  bath  yet  more 
to  do,  the  full  Sum  is  to  be  payed,  h 
were  therefore  Wifdom  yet  to  make  Sup- 
plication to  thy  Judge. 

But  fhirdlji  Sins  add  Iniquities  have 
a  great  Influence  in  the  Decay  of  Nation* 
and  Peribns,  and  Change  of  their  outward 
Condition,  when  it  is  joined  with  the 
Wind  of  God's  Difpteafure.  The  Cala- 
mity of  this  People  is  fet  down  in  excel- 
lent Terms*  alluding  to  a  Tree  in  the 
Fall  of  the  Leaf:  .We  (faith  he)  were 
once  in  our  Land  as  a  green  Tree  busked 
round  about  with  Leaves  and  Fruit: 
Our  Church  and  State  was  in  a  Aourilhing' 
Condition ;  at  leaft,  nothing  was  wanting 
to  make  outward  Splendor  and  Glory  ; 
we  were  immoveable  in  our  own  Land, 
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as  David  AM  in  his  Profpenty.  /  Jbali 
never  be  moved,  fo  did  we  dream  of  E- 
ternity  in  earthly  Canaan :  But  now  Lord, 
we  are  like  a  Tree  in  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf, 
Sin  hath  obftrufted  (he  Influence  of 
H-aven,  hath  drawn  away  the  Sap  of  thy 
Prefence  from  among  us,  fo  that  we  did 
fade  as  a  Leaf  btf.  ire  its  Fall:  We  were 
prepared  fo  by  our  Sins  for  Judgment, 
▼id We  Draughts  and  Prognoftkks  of  i: 
were  to  be  read  upon  the  Condition  an  J 
Frame  of  all  Spirits  and  People ;  and 
then  did  our  Inquiries  raife  the  Storm  of 
thy  Indignation,  and  that  like  a  Whirle* 
wind  hath  blown  the  withering  Leaves 
off*  the  Tree,  hath  driven  us  out  of  our 
own  Lind,  and  Scattered  us  among  Stran- 
gers. Sin  and  Uncleannefs  and  the  Filhi 
rjefs  of  our  Righteoufnefsprepaied  us  for 
the  Storm,  made  us  light  Matter  that 
could  refill  no  Judgment,  made  us  Matter 
combuftible  ;  and  then  Iniquities  and  Sin 
rifing  up  to  Iniquities,  comcth  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  hath  accomplifoed  the  Judgment, 
put  Fire  among  us,  made  us  as  the  Birk 

.  in  Yule-even. 

Firft,  It  is  familiar  in  the  Scrip  urc, 
that  People  in  a  proiperous  C  mdition  are 
compared  unto  a  green  Tree  flourijbing, 
Pfal.  xxxvii.  35!  The  Wicked's  Profper- 
ing  is  like  a  green  Bay-tree  fpreading  him- 
lelf  in  Power,  fpreading  out  his  Arms,  as 
it  were,  over  moe  Lands,  to  conquer 
them,  over  moe  People,  to  fubjeft  them. 
And  this  is  often  the  Temptation  of  the 
godly,  and  fo  doth  the  Lord  himfelf  wit- 
nefs  of  this  People,  Jer.  xi.  16.  I  have 
called  thy  Name  a  green  Olive- tree, 

fair  and  of  godly  Fruit.  This  was  once 
their  Name,  thj'  it  be  now  changed. 
Now  they  are  called  a  fadiug  withering 
Tree  without  both  Leaves  and  Fruit. 
Now  their  Place  doth  not  fo  much  as 
Inow  them,  they  are  removed  as  in  a 


Moment,    Pfal.  xxivii.    36.    Aai  tta 
Companion  giveth  us  to  underftiod  Ibmf 
thing  of  the  Nature  of  human  Glory  iad 
Pomp,     The  faireft  an  I  mod  keim&ji 
Excellency  in  the  World,  the  Pro/perity 
of  Nations  and    People  is  but  like  the 
Glory  of  a  Tree  in  xhe  Spring  nr  Sum- 
mer: Tea,  the  Scripture  \£tb  to  under* 
.value  it  more  thin  fo,  add  die  Voice 
commandeth   to   cry,   Ifa.  iL  6,  7.  S, 
jill  Flejb  is  Cra/y,  and  the  Gdte// 
thereof  as  the  Homer  of  the  tnli,  to 
one  TXiitberctb,  and  the  other  fadetk,  he- 
caitfe  the   Spirit  of  the  Lard  bloitfb 
upon  it.     A  Tree  hath  feme  Subfifity 
in  it.  but  the  Flower  of  the  Firid  U  but 
of  a  Month  or  a  Week  1  (Uadwg ;  aty, 
of  one  Da>*s  Aanding,  for  in  the  Morning 
the  Grafs  is  green,  and  rise  Sun  fcotctah 
it  ere  Night*  fo  chat  one  Sun's  Courfc 
(hall  fee  it  botrngrowing  guen  ad  fading: 
So  is  the  Goodhnefs,  the  very  Pertefti 
the  Quinteflence  (lb  to  Ibeak)  and  the 
AbftraA  of  Creatures  PeleAinns:  Out- 
ward Accommodation  in  a  World  a  as 
fading  a  Thing  as  the  FPnver  is,  as  Smote 
is,  it  is  fo  vaniifcug  thu  it  bides  but  a 
Puft  of  his  Breaih  to  blow  it  to  oothiBg. 
Job  hath  a  ftrange  ExpTeffioii,  Tbou  foob 
etb  upon  me,  and  I  am  not,  Job  viL  f . 
The  Lord  needeth  no  more  but  ftare  on 
the  mod  durable  Creature,  and  look  k 
not  ouly  out  of  Countenance,  but  slit 
look  it  into  its  firft  nothing*  loot  it  out 
of  Glory,  out  of  Being ;  and  there  ore 
you  would  not  truft  in  thefe  uncertain 
Things,  that  can  take  Wings  and  tare 
you.     When  you  have  Accommodation 
outwardly   to  your   Mind,  do  not  build 
your  Neft  in  it :  Thefe  Leaves  of  Prof 
perity  will  not  cover  you  always,  there 
is  a  Time  when  they  will  fall    Nations 
have  their  Winter  and  their  Summer,  Per- 
fons  have  them  likcfrilt,  as  ibrfe  muft 
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change  in  Nature,  fo  muft  they  do  in 
their  Lot.  Heaven  only  is  one  Day,  one 
Sfcripg  perpetually  bloflbming  and  bring* 
ing  forth  Fruit:  There  is  the  Trte  of 
Life  that  bringeth  forth  Fruit  every 
Month,  that  hath  both  Sprfcg  and  Harveft 
all  the  Year  over.  Christians;  fit  not 
-down  under  the  green  Tree  of  worldly 
Proiperlty :  If  you  do,  the  Leaves  will 
come  dowA  about  you ;  the  Gourd  you 
truft  in,  may  be  eaten  up  in  a  Night : 
Your  Winter  will  come  on,  fo  as  you 
/hall  forget  the  former  Days,  as  if  they 
'had  never  been.  We  defire  you  to  be 
armed  for  Changes:  Are  not  Matters  in 
the  Kingdom  fiill  going  about?  All  Things 
are  fubjerft  to  Revolution  and  Change,  and 
every  Year  hath  its  own  Summer  and 
Winter,  fo  hath  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
fet  the  one  over  againft  the  other,  that 
Man  might  find  nothing  after  him, 
Ecclef.  vii.  14.  Therefore  »we  would 
have  you  caft  ypur  Accounts  fof  as  the 
former  Days  of  Darknefs  may  return, 
and  the  Land  be  covered  with  mounting 
Cioaths. 

But -would  you  know  what  js  the  Ori- 
ginal of  the  Creatures  Vanity,  what  is 
the  Moth  that  eats  up  the  Glory  and 
Goodlinefs  of  Creatures  Enjoyments  ?Here 
it  is,  Sin  and-iniquities.  h  was  Sin 
that  firft  fubjedted  the  Creation  to  Vanity, 
Rom.  viii.  19,  20.  This  inferior  World 
was  to  have  been  a  durable  Houfe  for 
an  immortal  Soul,  but  Sin  made  Man 
mortal,  and  the  World  corruptible,  and 
from  this  proceeds  all  the  Tempefts  and 
Diforders  that  feem  to  be  in  the  Creation. 
It  is  this  flill;  It  is  Sin  that  raifeth  the 
Storm  of  the  Lord's  A^rath,  which  blow- 
eth  away  the  withered  Leaves  of  Mens 
Enjoyments.  Sin  drieth  up  zW-ihc  Sap 
and  Sweetnefs  of  the  Creature- comfbm, 
it  maketh  the  Leaves*  qf  the  Tree  wither, 


dries  the  Sap  away  to  the  Root,  hindered 
the  Influence  of  God's- Bleffing  to  come 
through  the  Veins  of  worldly  Profperity : 
For  What  is  the  Venue  and  Sap  of  Crea* 
mres?  It  is  even  God's   Bleffing;  and 
therefore  the  Bread  nourhheth*  not,  but 
the  Word  and  Command  of  God!  Mattb. 
iii.  4.  That  is  a  Right  unto  the  Creatures 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  when  Pofleflion  of  them 
is  entered  into  by  Prayer  and  Thankf- 
giving,  for  all  Right  Is  fanflified  by  tbefe, 
and  it  is  the  Iniquities  of  Men,  that 
feparateth  between  God  and  them,  Ifi% 
hx.  ft.  .  And  when  God  is  feparated  and 
divided  from   Enjoyments,    they   muft 
needs  be  empty  Shells  and  Husks,  no  * 
Kernel  in  them,  for  God  JUleth  all  in . 
all,  is  all  in  all ;  and  remove  him,  and 
you  have  nothing,  your  Meat  and  Drint 
is   no   Bleffing,  your  Table  is  a  Snare, 
your  Pleafures  and  Laughter  have  Sadnefs 
in  them  ;  at  leaft,  they  are  like  the  vanish- 
ing Blaze  of  Thorns  under  a  Pot :  And 
therefore,  when  God  is  angry  for  Sin, 
Metis  Beauty  confymetb  as  before  the 
Moth,  Pfcl.  mix.  11.     When  God  be- 
ginneth  to  (hew  himfelf  terrible,  becaufe 
of  Sin,  poor  Man,  tho'  of  late  fpreading 
his  Boughs  out,  yet  all  falleth,  and  like    ' 
Ice  melteth  as  before  the  Sun,  which  juft 
now  feemed  as  folid  as  Stone.    O  but 
David  was  fenfible  of  this,  and  could 
fpeak  from  much  Experience,  Pfal.  ixxii. 
3,  $.    the  Anger  of  the  Lord  did  eat 
him  up,  and  dried  bis  Moifture.    It 
might  be  read  in  his  Countenance,  all  the 
WorW,  could  not  content  him,   ail  the    ' 
Showers  of  Creatures  dropping  Facnefi 
could  not  keep  Sap  in  him,  God's  DiP 
pleafure  fcorcheth  fo  ;  nay ,1s  within  him. 
that  no  hiding  Place  is  to  be  found  in  the 
World,  no  Shadow  of  a  Rock  among  all 
the   Creatures  in  fuch  a  weary  Land, 
Mofes  and  the  People  knew  this  well, 
1  iii  Pjai. 
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Pfal.  ic  5.  6,  7.  8.  9.  The  Lords 
Diipl'rfire  carried  them  away,  as  a  Flood 
co-ring  d  r\'i\  carried  ait  headlong  wit» 
it ;  it  Icorc  icd  them,  and  made  them 
wither  as  Grafs.  Wli^u  God  fetteth  Ini- 
quities lx»r>re  him,  tlm  which  is  the 
SiulV  Secret,  beg:  tine  th  t)  in  prim  it  in 
vilible  Characters  on  tiie  Rod,  and  writ- 
eth  his  Sin  on  his  Puniihnen  ;  thc-n  no 
Wonder  that  D.'vs  be  f-^uc  in  V.mitv 
ano  Grief,  lino*  rv.\v  are  \  Jit  over  in  his 
Wrath,  ./oA  xiii.  1:*.  Th-jn  d.nh  a  Soul 
loath  its  flinty  Vie  it,  and  th-n  doth  tht- 
Ox  low  over  lus  F:.»dder,  Ni\\it  is  iai-f 
before,  and  he  cannot  duchit,  becaufe  <;f 
the  Ter:urs  of  the  Ahiighty  ;  and  thai 
which  before  He  would  not  once  touch, 
would  not  enrer  in  Terms  of  Communis 
with,  as  the  Lord's  Threatnings,  he  muff 
now  fie  down,  and  eat  them  up  as  hi  = 
Meat,   how  forrowful  foever,  Job.  vi. 

5.  6.  7- 

But  Secondly,  When  Sin  hath  prepar- 
ed a  Man  tor  judgment,  then  if  Iniquity 
be  added  to  Sin,  this  raifeth  the  Storm, 
and  kindleih  the  Fire  to  confume  tht 
comburtible  Matter :  When  Sin  hath 
given  many  Blows  by  preparatory  Cor- 
rections at  the  Root  of  a  Man's  Pleafure 
and  Credit,  it  will  at  length  bring  on  a 
fatal  Stroke  that  (hall  drive  the  Tree  to 
the  Ground.  There  are  fome  preparatory 
Judgments,  and  fome  confummatory ; 
fome  withers  the  Leaf,  and  fome  blow- 
etb  it  quite  off;  fome  make  Men  like 
the  Harveft,  ripe  to  put  the  Sickle  of 
Judgment  into  it.  The  Corruption  of 
a  Land,  the  Univerfality  of  it,  and  For- 
mality in  wormiping  of  God,  ripeneth  a 
Land  for  the  Harveft  of  Judgment,  ex- 
pofeth  it  to  any  Storm,  lea? eth  it  open  to 
the  Lord's  Wrath,  fo  that  there  it  nothing 
to  hold  his  Hand  and  keep  off  the  Stroke : 
But  when  the  Wind  arifeth,  and  Iniquities 


have  made   it    tempeftuout,   then  »*•» 
i)  ay  (land  ?  It   will  fweep  away  Naticxy 
ma    People  as  a  Flood,  and  mike  .thtir 
Place  not  to   know  them,  fj  ihu  litre 
lhall   be    ndther    Leaf  not  Branch  ,'«L 
Tiiere  is  often  a  great  Cj1.ii  widi  grot 
Provocations,     and  Iniqut'/es  cry  Peact, 
Pexce.     B;:t  wiien  once  the  Cry  o;'it  4 
^onc   -ip    to    I !  iven,  wd  hath  eng^ti 
God's  Angor  a^irt  a   People  ci  Pcr.^a, 
th-11    it  raiiL-th  a   Wnrlwini   bat  tuitri 
all  away.   Njw,  ail  this  Lv!  J2g?;h  to  yr»s, 
we  tol J  y  ;u  the  Acknoiviedgmfn:  ofSia 
I  was  y  lurs    already,  and  a  U'-jnJ?r  n  a 
thit  the    Conipbtnt    is  not  ours  a&: 
Alw:.y*  fitis  ou^lu   to  be  an  Admonition 
and  Example  10  us,  on  whom  tht  Ends 
of  the   World    are   fallen.    Thereibre 
we  would   declare    this   unto  you,  that 
Sin  and  Ini  pities  have  Judgment  ir.  the 
TjuI.     Now  you  lit  at  Peace,  every  cne 
:.i  his  own  Dwelling,  and  fpread  forth 
your  Branches :  Bui  is  there  not  mix:h 
Uncleannefs  among  yon  ?  We  would  have 
you  trouble  your  carnal  Peace  and  Secu- 
rity, trouble  your  Eafe  with  Thoughts  of 
this.     And  we  hare  Ground  to  give  this 
Warning,  becaufe  if  there  were  no  mote 
but  the  Iniquity  of  out  te\y  Th\n&s,  the 
Formality  of  our  Service,  the  Common 
nefs  of  Spirit  in  Worihip,  this  might  be 
enough  to  raife  the  Storm.    You  know 
not  for  what  Reafons  to  be  afraid  of 
Judgment,    look  but  on   original  Cor- 
ruption, look  on  the  Defilement  of  your 
religious  Aftions,  and  then  find  Ground 
fufficient  of  fading  away.     Tho  sow 
you  fit  (till*  and  feemto  be  fo  feftfed,  as 
you  would  never  be  moved:  You  dream 
of  an  Eternity  here,  you  dene  in  your 
Hearts  to  your  Houfes  and  Lands:  You 
dick  as  fall  to  the  World,  and  will  not 
part  with  it,  as  a  Leaf  10  a  Tree;  yet 
behold  the  Wind  of  the  Lord  may  arife, 
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that  (hail  drive  you  away,  take  your  Soul  i 
from  thefe  Things  and  then  whofe  (hall  j 
they  be  ?  If  you  will  not   fear  temporal 
Judgments,  yet  I  pray  you  fear  eternal, 
fear  Hell.    May  not  the  Lord  (hake  you 
off  this  Tree  of  Time,  and  take  you  out 
of  the  Land  of  the  Living,  to  receive 
your  Portion-  There  is  not  only  an  uni. 
verfal  Deadnefs  of  Spirit  on  the  Land, 
but  a  prophane  Spirit,   Iniquities,    abo- 
minable Sins    abound.     Every   Congre- 
gation is  overgrown  with  Scandals  ;  and 
for  you,  none  may  more  juftly  complain  : 
We  are  all  unclean.  Sin  is  not  in  Cor- 
ners, but  Men  declare  their  Sin  as  Sodom, 
Sin  is  come  to  the  Maturity,  Defeftion 
and  Apoftacy  is  the  Temper  of  all  Spirits ; 
and  above  all,  the  general  Contempt  and 
flighting  of  this  glorious  Gofpel,  is  the 
Iniquity  of  Scotland,  fa  that  we  wonder 
that  the  withered  Leaves  yet  ftick  to,  that 
the  S:orm  is  not  yet  raifed,  and  we  blown 
away.    Now  you  are  like  Stones,  your 
Hearts  as  Adamants,  and  cannot  be  moved 
with  his  Threatnings,  the  Voice  of  the 
Lord's  Word  doth  not  once  move  you  : 
You  fin  and  are  not  afraid ;  nay,  but 
when  Gods  Anger  (hall  join  with  Itiiqui - 
ty,  and  the  Voice  of  his  Rod  and  Dif 
pleafure  roar,  this  (hail  make  the  Moun- 
tains to.  tremble,   th£   Rocks  to  move, 
and  how  much  more -(hall  it  drive  away 
a  Leaf?  You  Teem  now  Mountains,  but 
when  God  (hall  plead,  you  (hall  be  like 
the  Chart  driven  too  and  fro.     O  how 
eafy  a  Matter  (hall  it  be  to  .God  to  bjow 
a  Mao  out  of  his  Dwelling-place  l '  Sin 
bath  prepared  you  for  it,  he  nce&eth  no 


more  but  blow  by* his  Spirit,  or  look  u. 
pon  you,  and  you  will  not  be.    You  who 
now  are  lofty  and  proud,  and  maintain 
yourfelf  againft   the  Word,  when  yon 
come  to  reckon  with  God,  and  he  enter- 
eth  in  Judgment,  you  (hall  not  rtand: 
You  will  confume  as  before  the  Moth, 
your  Hearts  will  fail  you,  Who  may 
abide  the  Day  of  bis  Coming  *  It  will 
be  fo  terrible,  and  fo  much  the  more  ter- 
rible, that  you  never  dreamed  of  it :  If 
the  Example  of  this  People  will  not  move 
you,  do  but  caft  you  Eyes  on  Ireland, 
who  all  do  fade  as  a  Leaf,  and  their  Ini- 
quities have   taken   them  away  out    of 
their  own  Land.    Shall  not  the  feeing  of 
the  Eye,  nor  the  hearing  of  the  Ear  teach 
you?  What  Security  do  you  promife  to 
yourfelves  ?  Have  not  we  finned  as  much 
as  they  ?  Were  not  they  his  People  as  we? 
Certainly  fmce  God  wait  eth  longer  on 
you,   the  Stroke  mud  be   the  greater  : 
Provoked  Patience  muft  turn  Fury.    If 
you   would    then   prevent   this  Peoples 
Complaint,  go  about  fuch  a  ferious  Ac- 
knowledgment of  your  Sins,  Search  your 
tfays,  and  turn  again  to  the  Lord. 
And  let  not   every  Man  fit  down  in  a 
general  Notion  of  Sin,  but  unbowel  it 
until  you  fee  Uficleannefs ;  go  up  to  the 
Fountain-bead,   Original  Corruption ;  go 
down  to  all  the  Streams,  even  the  Ini- 
quity of  holy  Things :    Let  efery  MaA 
be  particular  in"  the  Search  of  his  own 
Provocations  perfonal,  and  every  one  be 
publick  in  the  general  Sics  of  the  Land, 
that  you  may  confefs  out  of  Knowledge 
and  Senfe,  IVe  are  till  unclean,  &c. 
I  i  i  i  c 
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Ua.  Ixiv.  7.  ^//^  /jfr<w  /\r  none  that  callctb  upon  thy  Kumef 
that  Jf/rrctb  up  bimjclf  to  take  hold  of  thee,  &c. 


HTHFY  go  on  in  the  Confl-fiion  of 
"  ■*•  thrir  Sins:  Many  a  Man  hath  loon 
done  with  thai  ^  A  general  Notion  of  Sm 
is  the  high.'ft  Advancement  in  Repentance 
that  many  attain  to.  You  may  fee  here. 
Sin  and  Judgment  mixed  in  thorow  other 
in  their  Complaint :  They  do  not  P>  fix 
their  Eyes  upon  their  defolate  Eftate  of 
Captivity,  as  to  forget  their  Provocations. 
Many  a  Man  would  ipend  more  AftWtion, 
and  be  more  pathetick  in  the  Expreifion 
of  his  Mifery  when  it  is  pungent,  nor  he 
can  do  when  he  fpeaketh  of  his  Sins.  We 
would  obferve  from  the  Nature  of  this 
Confeflion,  (bmething  to  be  a  Pattern  of 
your  Rept  nance.  And  it  is  this.  When 
the  Spirit  convinceth,  and  Men  are  ferious 
in  Repentance,  then  the  Soul  is  more 
fearching,  more  univerfal,  more  particu- 
lar in  Acknowledgement  of  Sins.  .Jhefe 
are  Chara&ers  of  the  Spirit's  Work.  Firfl, 
The  Spirit  diicovereth  unto  Men,  not 
only  Sin  but  the  Loathfqmnefs  4>f  Sin, 
its  hainrus  Nature,  how  offenfive  it  is  to 
Gods  holy  Eye.  Many  of  you  know 
Abundance  of  evil  Deeds,  and  call  them 
Sins,  but  you  have  never  tsten  up  Sin's 
ugly  Face,  never  feen  it  in  the  Glafs  of 
the  holy  Law,  Uncleannefs  itfelf,  becaufe 
you  do  not  abhor  yourfelves ;  poor  and  i 
low  Thoughts  of  God  makcth  mean  and 


(VijIIow  Thoughts  of  Sin.  You  would 
Iv  as  Job  vile,  Chap.  il.  4.  anJ  &•  * 
bor  yourfefcrf  in  Dujt  and  -litf , 
Chap,  xni.  6.  As  God's  Holinefsgrcw 
great  in  your  Eyts,  Sins  Undeannefs 
would  grow  proportionally,  //*.  vi.  5, 
5.  And  here  your  Repentance  halteibja 
the  very  Entry. 

But  Secondly,  The  Spirit  diicowrerir 
not  only  the  Unc leant: els  cf  Men's  N*    * 
tures,  and  leadtth  tlum  up  to  original 
Cjrruption,    but  the  Spirit  alto  feadeth 
Men  along*   all  the  Srreains,  not  only 
thefe  that  break  out,  but  thefe  who  %p 
under  Ground,  and  hive  1  more  fecm 
and  fubtile  Conveyance :  k  conclude*  nor 
only  open  Breaches  of  the  Command  un- . 
der  Filthinefs,  but  alfo  all  a  Man's  own 
Rightcoufnefs,  the'  never  fo. refined ;  it 
concludeth  it  alfo  a  defiled  Garment,  ft 
that  the  Soul  can  took  no  where  but  fie  , 
Sin  and  Uncleannefs  in  its  Orrtameou  and 
Duties.     And   thus  it  appearetb  bdm 
God  without  fuch  a  Covering,  qpmeth 
up  its  Soul,  hideth  net  Sin  with  tfe  Cover- 
ing of  Duties,  but  feeth  a  N«effity  of 
another  Covering  for  all.    Now  there- 
fore let  the  raoft   Tart  of  you  conclude, 
that  you  have  never  yet  gouea  your  Eyes 
open  to  fee  Sin  or  confefs  it,  becaufe 
when  you  fit  down  to  count  your  Sim 
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•fiere  are  many  Things  that  you  call  not 
Sin,  you  ufe  not  to  reckon  your  Praying 
and  Repentance  among,  Sins :  Nay,  be- 
caufe  you  have  fo  much  Confidence  in 
your  Repentance  and  Confeflion,  you 
have  never  repented:  You  muft  fee  a 
NecefTuy  of  a  Covering  oOhrift  s  Righte- 
oufnefs  above  all;  Faith  in  Jefos  muft 
cover  Repentance  and  itfelf  both,  with 
the  glorious  Objeft  of  it.  But  alas,  how 
<  £>on  are  many  at  an  End  of  Confelfion  ; 
fome  particular  grofs  Aftions  may  come 
in  Remembrance,  but  no  more.  Sum 
up  all  your  Confelfions,  they  have  never 
yet  pitched  on  the  thousand  Part  of 
your  Guiltinefs,  no  not  in  Kinds,  let  be 
in  Number^ 

N  But  thirdly,  The  Spirit  convinctth 
Ipiritually,  and  particularly  both  ;  it  con 
vinceth  of  fpiritual  Sins,  as  we  faid  laft, 
of  the  Iniquity  of  holy  Things,  and 
especially  of  the  moft  fubftantial  Dutiei 
Faith  and  Prayer,  John  xvi.  &,  g  ;  thert 
are  not  many  of  you  have  come  this  length 
to  fee  your  want  of  Prayer.  No,  your 
own  Words  do  wirnefs  againft  you,  for 
you  ufe  to  fay,  I  pray  Day  and  Night,  J 
believe  in  Clod  with  ail  my  Heart.  Now 
therefore,'  out  of  your  own  Mouth  lhall 
-you  be  condemned,  when  the  Spirit  con- 
vinces you  of  Sin,  you  will  fee  no  Faith, 
no  Prayer  at  the  firft  opening  of  the 
Eyes.  But  I  add,  there  is  no  true  Con- 
feflion but  it  is  particular,  the  Spirit  u let h 
not  to  bewilder  Mens  Spirits  in  a  gene- 
ral  Notion  only,  and  a  wild  Field  of  un- 
known Sins :  And  fuch  are  many  of  your 
Convi&ions:  You  mourn  for  Sin  (as 
you  fay)  and  yet  you  cannot  condefcend 
on  a  Particular  that  burdeneth  your  Con- 
fidence ;  you  grant  you  have  many  Sins, 
but  fit  down  to  count  them,  and  there  t$ 
a  rtiort  Count  of  them.  Now,  do  you 
not  r  efleft  back  upon  former  Humiliati- 
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ons  in  publick,  and  former  Acknowledge- 
ments of  Sins  in  private  ?  Do  you  not 
yet  return  upon  your  own  Hearts  to  lay 
home  this  fad  Challenge.    I  have  never 
repented,  I  do  not'  yet  repent:  Muft  not 
all  your  folemn  Approaches  be  Iniquity, 
and  Abomination,  while  your  Souls  are 
not  afflifted  for  Sin,  while  you  can  fee  fo 
few  Sms,  &c.  The  falling  Days  of  Scot* 
land  will  be  numbered  in  the  Roll  of 
greateft  Provocations,  becaufe.  there  is  no> 
real  and  fpiritual  Conviction  of  Sin  among 
us:  Cuftom   now  hath  taken  away  the 
Solemnity,  and  there  remaineth  nothing 
but  the  very  Name :  Is  this  the  Fafl  that 
the  Lord  choofeth  ?  No,  believe  it,  this 
mall   add  to  your  Provocation,  and  ra- 
ther haften  lingering  Judgment,  than  keepr 
it  off;  we  would  befeech.you  this  Day,. 
pray  for  Pardon  of  former  abufed  Fafts. 
ii  you  had  no  more  to  mourn  for,  this 
might  fpend  the  Day  and  out  Spirits  both, 
and  exhauft  all  our  prefent  Supplications, 
even  the  Wall  of  Partition  that  ftands  be- 
tween God  and  Scotland,  which  a(l  our 
former  folemn   Humiliations  hath  built 
«P.  a  great  deal  higher  than  other  Sins 
could  reach. 

There  mis  none  that  cattetb  upon  tby 
Name.}  Did  not  this  People- make  many 
Prayers,  I/a.  i.  15.  before  the  Captivity  ? 
And  did  they  not  cry,  which  noteth  fome 
Fervency  in  it  >  And  faft  a  little  before 
it  in  Jeremiah's  Time,  Chap.  xi.  u. 
and  xiv.  12.  in  the  Time  of  it,  Ezek. 
viii.  18.  Mic.  iii.  4.  Zecb.  vii.  3.  How/ 
1  ben  is  it  that  the  Prophet  00 w  on  the 
Watch-tower  looking  round  about  htm  to 
take  up  the  Peoples  Condition,,  and  being 
led  by  the  Spirit  fo  far  as  to  the  Cafe  of 
the  Captives  to  Babel,  can  £hd  no 
Prayer,  no  Calling/  And  was  not  Daniel 
fo  too,  Dan.  ix.  13.  Lo,  then  here  is 
the  Conftruftion  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
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putteih  on  many  Prayers  and  Failings  m 
a  Land,  there  is  nine  calletb  on  tby 
Name ;  there  is  none  that  prayeth  iaiih- 
fully  and  fervently,  few  to  count  upon 
that  prayeth  any.  It  may  be  there  are 
many  public*  Prayers,  but  who  prayeth 
in  fecret,  and  mourneth  to  God  alone  ? 
There  are  many  Prayers,  but  the  Iufcrip- 
tion  is,  To  the  unknown  God*  to  a 
fiamelefs  God,  your  praying  is  not  a  cal- 
kng  on  his  Name,  as  a  known  God  and 
revealed  in  (he  Word. 

This  then  we  would  fay  unto  you»  that 
there  may  be  many  Prayers  in  your  Ac- 
count, and  none  in  God's.  There  are 
many  Prayers  of  Men  that  God  counteth 
no  more  of,  than  the  howling  of  a  Dog. 
Ftrfl ,  Tht  Cry  of  Mens  Practices  is  often 
louder  than  their  Prayers,  and  goeth  up 
to  Heaven,  that  the  Cry  of  Prayer  can- 
not be  heard.  When  Mens  Conver- 
fation  is  fiat  contrary  to  their  Supplicati- 
ons, Supplication  is  no  calling  on  his 
Name,  but  charming  rather.  Sodom* 
Abominations  had  a  Cry  up  to  God,  Gen. 
xviii.  2i-  So  Abel's  Blood  had  a  Cry 
for  Vengeance,  which  Cains  Prayers 
could  not  ouicry.  Thus  the  Lord  would 
not  hear  many  Prayers,  Ifa.  i.  1 5.  becaufc 
Hands  and  Praftices  were  polluted  :  You 
that  know  no  Worfoip  ot  God,  but  in 
fuch  a  folemn  Duty  ;  your  Religion  is 
fummed  up  and  confined  within  the  Limits 
of  Temple- worihip.  Family-exercife  and 
Prayer ;  certainly  the  rett  ot  your  Con- 
vention muft  fpeak  more :  God  will  not 
hear  but  fuch  as  worfoip  him  and  do  his 
Will,  John  iv.  31.  Your  Prayer  is  a 
dark  Parable,  if  your  Converfatioji  expone 
it  not/  This  1  fpeak  for  this  End,  to  put 
many  of  you  out  of  your  falfc  Ground  of 
Confidence :  You  have  nothing  but  your 
Prayers  to  truft  unto  ;  and  for  your  Con- 
version, you  never  go  about  it  effectual- 


ly to  reform  ir,  but  &tx:th  on  in  that  whidi 
you  pray  againft :  We  declare  unto  you 
the  Truth,  your  Prayers  are  Abomina- 
tion, Prov.  xxviii.  9.     TneWicicdmay 
have  Prayers,  and  therefore  dunk  not  to 
pleafe   God  and  Hatter  him  with  jour 
Mouths,  when  your  Conver/juoo  is  Re- 
bellion :  Since  you  hear  not  him  m  his 
Commands,  God   will  no*  btar  you  in 
your  Petitions,    Prov.  i.  a*  A   You 
flopped  your  Ear  at  has  Reproof,  God  will 
Mop  his  Ear  at  your  Requeft.   If  you 
will  go  to  Heaven  by  your  own  Rigjfce- 
ouihefs,  I  pray  you  follow  more  after 
it,   make  the  Garment  more  to  cover 
your  Nakednefs;  rhe  Skin  of  a  Duty  is 
not  fufficient. 

Secondly,  When  Iniquity  is  regarded 
in  the  Heart,  (and  Idols  fet  up  in  Gods 
Place,)  God  will  not  own  fuch  a  War- 
ihip,  but  iendeih'a  Man  to  the  idols  he 
ferveth,  Pjaf.  ixvi.  it.  Ezek.  xiv.  3,4. 
Do  you  not  often  pray  10  God  igainfta 
Corruption,   when  your  Heart  cJearedi 
unto  it,  and  what  yeur  Mouth  futh,  your 
Heart  contradifteth?  Lfcbf  and  Canfceace 
often  extort  a  Confr/Iibn  of  beloved  'Sins, 
while  the   Temper  of  ihe  Heart  Yvah 
this  Language.  Lord  gram  not  my  Re- 
queft :  And  therefore,  if  there  be  a  Prayer 
for  Pardon  of  Guilt,    yet  there  is  no 
thorough  Resolution  to  quite  tbeSinjiod 
as  long  as  a  Sou!  is  not  refolved  to  quite 
rhe  Sin,  there  can  be  no  ingenuous  Con- 
reflion  of  if,  and  no  Prayer  for  remor* 
•ng  the  Guilt  enn  be  heard.    You  canrwr 
imploy  Chritt  in  his  Office  of  M«f*or- 
(hip  as  a  Prieft  to  inrerceed  and  offer" 
Sacrifice  for  Sin,  unlefs  you  as  fiocerely 
imploy  him  as  a  Sanftifier  and  Redeem- 
er; and  therefore  Prayer  thtf  feparateth 
Chrift's  Offices,  and  calletb  not  on  whole 
Chritt  calletb  not  on  his  Name,  for  his 
Name  is  Lord  Jtfus  Cbrifi.    How  cm 
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the  Lord  be  inquired  of  by  fuch  a  One 
who  cometh  to  mock  him,  putteth  up  an 
Idol  in  the  Heart,  and  yet  pr?yeth  againfi 
it,  or  feme  other  Sin,  while  he  is  not  re- 
folved  to  quire  it.  Shall  God  be  refolute 
to  help,  when  we  are  not  earned  in  Jeek- 
ing  it  ?  No  wonder  God  anfwer  you  ac- 
cording to  the"  Idol :  No  wonder  you  be 
given  up  to  fcrve  Idols,  and  your  Sin  grew , 
upon  you  as  a  Phgue  for  your  Hypocrify  ; 
when  you  engage  your  Heart  too  much 
to  any  Creature,  and  come  to  pray,  and 
enquire  of  the  Lord  in  your  Neceffity, 
■ftull  it  not  be  Ri&hteoufnefs  with  him,  to 
Tend  you  to  your  God.  IF  ben  thou  cryeft, 
let  tby  Companies  deliver  thee,  Ifa.  lvii. 
13.  O^Man  cry  unto  thy  Bofom-idol, 
and  lent  help  thee,  fince  thou  trufteft  to 
it,  and  fpendeth  thy  Heart  on  it,  Deut. 
xxiii.  37,  38.  Where' is  the  God  that 
drunk  the  Wine  of  your  Offerings,  and. 
eat  the  Fat  of  your  Sacrifices?  Whete 
is  the  Creature  that  you  have  made  your , 
Heart  an  Altar  to,  to  fend  up  the  Flames 
of  your  choicefl  Thoughts  and  Affeftions 
t04t  ?  Let  this  rife  up,  and  help  you  now, 
faith  the  Lord.  Therefore  we  exhort  you, 
if  you  would  have  your  Prayers  a  Delight. 
be  upright  in  the  Thing  you  feek,  and 
fee  that  you  intertain  no  known  Sin,  give 
it  no  Heart-allowance. 

Thirdly,  There  are  many  Prayers  not 
heard,  not  known,  becaufe  the  Mouth 
outcrieth  the  Heart.  It  is  the  Sacrifice  of 
the  contrite  Heart  that  God  defpifeth  not. 
The  Prayers  of  this  People  were  fucb," 
Ifa.  xxix.  13.  They  drew  near  /with 
the  Moutb%  but  the  Heart  was  far 
away.  It  is  Worfhip  in  Spirit  and  Truth 
that  God  loveth,  Job.  iv.  23.  Since 
Prayer  is  a  Communion  of  God  with  the 
Creature,  a  Meetiqg  of  one  with  God, 
and  fpeaking  Face  to  Face  ;  God  who  is 
2  Spirit  and  immortal,  muft  have. a  Spirit 


to  meet  with,  a  Soul  to  fpeak  to  him. 
Now,  do  you  not  fiijd  your  Hearts  gad- 
ing  abroad  eves  in  Duty  ?  Is  it  normoft 
about  your  Corns  and  Lands  in  the  Time 
of  IblemnWorAiip?  Therefore  God  get- 
teth  no  more  but  a  Cafcafe  to  keep  Com- 
munion with  ;  he  may  have  as  much 
Fello  A'/hip  with  the  Stones  of  the  Wall, 
and  Timber  of  the  Houfe,  as  he  can  have* 
with  your  Ears  and  Mouths,  while  you. 
remove  your  Hearts  to  attend  other/ 
Things.  And  I  would  fay  more*  if  your 
Mind  be  prefect,  yet  your  Heart  is  gone, 
fometiines,  yea  often,  both  are  gone  a- 
broad :  Sometfraes  the  Mind  and  Thought 
ftayeth,  but  the  Affeftion  and  Heart  is 
not  with  it,  and  fo  the  Mind's  Refidence 
.is  not  conftant :  Your  Thought  may  come 
in  as  a  way-faring  Man,  but  tarrieth  not 
all  Night,  dwelieth  not.  Now  (peak  to 
it,  even  Chriftianj,  may  not  your  Pray- 
ers often  have  a  contrary  Interpretation 
to  what  they  pretend  ?  You  pray  fo  cold- 
rifely  and  formally,  as  God  will  interprete. 
you  have  no  Mind  to  it :  We  ask  as  we 
feemed  indifferent  whether  our  Petition 
be  granted  or  not.  Should  the  Lord  be 
afle&ed  with  your  Petitions,  when  you  • 
yourfelves  are  not  iffedted  much  ?  Should, 
his  Bowels  of  Zeal  found  within  him, 
when  yours  are  filent  ?  It  is  fervent 
Prayer  availetb  much,  Ifa.  v.  16.  A 
Heart  fent  out  with  the  Petition,  and  gone 
up  to  Heaven,  cannot. but  bring  back  an 
Anfwer.  If  Prayer  carry  not  the  Seal 
of  the  Heart  and  Soul  in  it,  God  cannot 
own  it,  or  fend  it  back  with  bis  Seal  of 
Acceptation. 

Fourthly,  Many  Prayers  are  not  calling 
on  God's  Name:  And  no  wonder  that 
when  People  pray,  yet  the  Spirit  fay* 
I  None  caUetb  on  tby  Name,  for  Praye* 
;  is  made,  as  to  an  unknown  God,  and 
J  God  is  not  taken  up  according  to  his 
'  Name* 
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Name,  whkh  are  his  glorious  Attributes, 
whereby  he   manifefteth  himfelf  in  his 
Word.    To  call  on  Gods  Name,  is  fo 
to  pray  to  God,  as  to  take  him  up,  as  he 
hath  revealed  himfelf.     And  what  is  the 
Lords   Name  ?   Hear  himfelf  fpeak  to 
Mojes, Exod.  xxxiii.  19.  and  xxxiv.  6,  7. 
The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  aud 
gracious,  long  Suffering,  and  abundant 
in    Goodnefs   and   7'rutb.     Keeping 
Mercy  for  thoufands :  Forgiving  Itiiqui  - 
/y,  and  tfranjgreffton.  and   Sin,  and 
that  will  by  no  Means  clear  the  guilty. 
Now  to  call  on  this  Name,  is  for  the  Soul 
in  Prayer,  to  have  a  fuitabte  Stamp  on  it : 
.Every  Attribute  of  God  taking  deep  Inv 
preifion  in  the   Hearr.     And  fo  God's 
Name  to  be  written  on  the  very  Petitions : 
And  foortly,   we  may  fay,    the  Spirit 
ihould   have   the  lmpreflion   of  God's 
Greatnefs  and  Majefly,  of  his  Goodnefs 
and  Mercy,  of  his  Terriblenefs  and  Juftice.  j 
This  is  the  Order  that  God  proclaimed 
his  Name  into.    In  the  Entry,  the  Sup- 
plicant Ihould  behold  the  glorious  Sove- 
xaignity  and  infinite  Diftance  between  God 
and  the  Creature,  chat  he  may  have  the 
Stamp  of  Reverence  and  Abafement  upon 
•his  Spirit,  and  may  fpeak  out  of  the  Dull, 
as  it  becometh  the  Dud  of  the  Ballante 
and  Foot-flool  to  do  to  him,  who  fitteth 
on  the  Circle  of  the  Heaven  as  his  Throne. 
And  this  I  mud  fay,  there  is  little  Re 
Jigion  and  Godlinefi  among  us,  becaufe 
every  Man   is  ignorant  of  God.     Even 
God's  Children  do  more  ftudy  themfelves, 
and  their  Condition,  than  God's   Great- 
nefs and   Abfolutencfs.      Who   fcarches 
.God's  In:lnitenef<  in  his  Word  and  Works 
till  he  behold  a  Wonder,  and  be  drowned 
in  a  Myftery  ?  O  but  the  Saints  of  old 
did  take  up  God  at  a  greater  Dirtance  from 
the  Creatures,  they  waded  far  into  this 
.boundlefs  Ocean  of  God's  Majefly,  till 


they  were  over  Head  and  Ears,  and  wert 
forced  to  cry  out.  Who  can find  out  tht 
almighty   to  Pcrfe&ion*  AH  thtfc  are 
but  Pans  of  him,  his  Back-pans.    There 
is  more  real  Divinity  and  Knowledge  of 
God  in  one  of  Jobs  Friends  Di&owfc, 
nne  of  Davids  Prayers,  ihin  now  in 
Jvventy    Sermons   ot  gracious  Men,  or 
many  Prayers  or   Conferences  of  Swts. 
But  withal  you  mufi  ftudy  his  Gocxfaefs 
and  Mercy,  and  this  make*  up  the  moft 
Part  of  his  Name ;  the  Definition  of  God 
hath   mofr  of  this,  fo  that  ir  ma?  be  fcd 
iruly.  that  Mercy  is  his  Delight,  Mercy. 
as  it  were,  fwelleth  over  the  refi:  God 
were  not   acceffibfe,   unlefs  Mercy  did 
temper   it.     Behold   then  Greaineii  to 
humble,  and  Goodnefs  to  make  told,  Ait 
you  may   have   Accefs.     As  Greunefs 
ihould  leave  the  Stamp  of  Reverence  on 
your  Petitions,  fo  ihould  Mercy  and  Good- 
nefs imprint  them  with  Faith  and  Confi- 
dence ;    and  that   the  rather,  becaufe  as 
Chrift  is  faid  to  be  the  Fathers  Face. 
and  the  Image  of  his  Perfon,  2  Csr.  ir.  6. 
and  Heb.  i.  3.  So  my  he  be  caiied  the 
Father's  Name,  and  fo  doih  God  himfelf 
call   him,    Kxod.  niii.  to,  11.    Tte 
Angel  that   vent  bejore  him  in  foe 
IFildernefs,  tebofe  f'ohe  they  ought  to 
obey,  bis  Name  is  in  him,  and  this  Aojcl 
is  Chrift  Jetiis,  Arts  vii.  37,  38.    So 
then  Chrift  Jdus  is  God's  Name :  God 
as  he  revealetli  himfelf  in  the  Word,  i* 
God  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  World 
unto  himfelf,  2  Cor.  v.  19.    And  there- 
fore Chrifrians,  you  ought  to  pr*/  at 
ways  in  ChriiVs  Name,  and  ibis  is  to 
call  on  his  Name.     Not  only  etfoutage 
yourfelves  to  come  to  God,  becaufe  of  1 
Mediator,  becaufe  he  is  God  in  Chrift, 
but  alio  offer  up  all  your  Prayers  in  Jefus 
his  Name,  that  his  Name  called  on  them 
may  fanftify  them,   othenvifc  your  at 
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feftionate  Prayers  cannot  be  acceptable  to 
God,  tor  he  loveth  nothing  but  what 
cometh  through  the  Son  ;  Prayer  muft 
have  an  evil  Savour,  when  it  is  not  put  in 
the  golden  Cenfer,  that  this  Angel  hath  to 
offer  up  lncenfe  with  the  Prayers  of  the 
Saints.  And  like  wife  you  would  know 
God's  Tufttce  and  Wrath,  that  you  may 
ferve  in  Fear  and  Trembling ;  And  when 
trembling  is  joined  with  the  rejoycing  of 
Faith,  this  is  acceptable  Service.  You 
ought  to  fear  to  offend  his  Holinefs, 
while  you  are  before  him.  Let  God's 
Tefriblenefs  have  a  deep  Impreflion  on 
your  Spirits,  both  to  make  Sin  bitter,  and 
to  make  Mercy  more  fweet.  Thus 
(hould  Prayer  afcend  with  the  Seal  of 
God's  Attributes,  and  then  is  it  a  calling 
on  his  Name.  Now,  is  there  any  calling 
on  his  Name  among  us?  Who  maketh  it 
hu  Study  to  take  up  God  in  his  glorious 
Names?  Therefore  you  call  not  on  a 
known  God,  and  cannot  name  him.  Now, 
all  of  you  take  this  Rule  to  judge  your 
Prayers  by.  Think  you  not  that  you 
make  many  Prayers  ?  You  both  think  it 
and  fay  it,  as  you  ufe  to  fay,  I  pray  both 
Day  and  Night.  Nay,  but  count  %fter 
this  Rule,  aad .  there  will  be  found  few 
Prayers  in  Scotland,  albeit  you  reckon 
up  both  private  and  publick.  Once  fcrape 
out  of  the  Count  the  Prayers  of  the  pro- 
.phane  and  fcandalous,  whofe  Practice  de- 
fileth  their  Prayers ;  and  again,  blot  out 
the  Prayers  of  Mens  Tongues  and 
Mouths  when  Hearts  are  abftnt ;  and 
.  again,  fet  afide  the  formal,  dwyning,  cold- 
rife,  indifferent  Supplications  of  Saints, 
and  the  Prayers  that  carry  no  Seal  of  Gods 
Name  and  Attributes  on  them,  Prayers 


on  tby  Name,  or  few  to  count  upon. 
You  may  Ay  fo  of  yourfelves  if  you 
judge  thus,  I  have  almoft  never  prayed, 
God  hath  never  heard  my  Voice,  and 
you  may  fay  fo  of  the  Land.  This 
would  be  a  well  fpent  Day,  if  this  were 
but  our  Exercife,  to  find  out  the  Sins  of 
our  Duties  in  former  Humiliation :  If  the 
Spirit  did  fo  convince  you,  as  to  blot  out 
of  the  Roll  of  Fafts  all  the  former.  If 
you  come  this  length  as  to  be  convinced 
folidly  that  you  have  never  yet  prayed 
and  mourned  for  Sin.  I  have  lived  this 
long,  and  been>abling  all  this  while,  I 
have  never  once  fpoken  to  God,  but  wor- 
(hipped  I  know  not  what,  fancied  a  God 
like  myielf,  that  would  be  as  foon  pleafed 
with  me,  I  was  with  myfelf.  If  the  Lord 
wrought  thus  on  your  Hearts,  to  put  you 
off  your  own  Righteoufnefs,  you  (hould 
have  more  Advantage  in  this,  than  in  all 
your  Sabbaths  and  Fafte  hitherto. 

Secondly,  Altho'  the  Lord's  Hand  be 
upon  them,  and  they  fade  as  a  Leaf,  and' 
are  driven  into  another  Land,  yet  none 
calletb  on  his  Name  ;  this  maketh  the 
Complaint  more  lamentable,  and  no 
doubt  is  looked  upon  as  a  dreadful  Sign 
and  Token  of  God's  Difpleafure,  and  of 
forer  Strokes.  Daniel  an  Eye  witneft 
confirmeth  this  foretSld  Truth,  Cbap .  ix. 
13.  u4ll  ibis  is  come  upon  us,  yet 
bave  v;e  not  made  our  Prayers  to  tbe  ' 
Lord  our  God.  Well  may  the  Lord 
make  a  Suppofition  and  Doubt  of  irf 
Lev.  xxvi.  40,  41.  After  fo  many 
Plagues  are  come  on,  feven  addcth  to 
feven,  and  again  feven  Times  more,  and 
yet  they  will  not  be  humlled.  And 
when  it  is  even  at  the  Door  next  to  utter 


made  to  an  unknown  God,  and  will  you  !  DetiruAion  and  Coniumption,  he  addeth, 


find  many  behind  ?  No  certainly,  any  of 
you  may  take  up  the  Complaint  in  Behalf 
of  the  Land,  Tbere  is  none  tbat  calletb 


lftben  their  uncircumcifed  Hearts  be 
bimbled%and  tbey  take  with  tbe  Punijb* 
ment  of  Sin,  &c.  We  need  ask  no  Rea- 
ls, k  k  k  fon 
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f  »n  for  inis,  for  bray  a  Fool  in  a  Moricr* 
bis  Folly  will  not  depart  from  bint, 
Prov.  xxvii.  22.  Poor  fooluh  Man  is 
1  foolilh  Man,  Folly  is  born  with  him. 
Folly  is  his  Name,  and  lb  is  he.  He 
haih  not  fo  1...  ch  Wifdom  as  to  biar  the 
Voice  of  tbe  Rod,  and  bin  tint  ap- 
porta  ew  it.  Poor  Epb*aim  ij  an  un- 
daunted Heifer.  Nature  is  a  Bullock 
itnaccuftomed  with  tbe  Yoke,  and  fu  it 
is  chaftiftd  more  and  more,  Jer.  xxu. 
18.  Man  is  like  an  untamed  Beair,  as 
the  Horfe,  or  as  the  Mule.  Threatnings 
will  not  do  it,  God  fperketb  once,  yea 
twice %  and  Man  paceixetb  it  not,  Job 
ixxiii.  14.  God  inftruftcth  by  the  Word, 
and  Men  receive  no  Inftruftion :  All  rhe 
Warnings  co  flee  from  the  Wrath  to 
come,  are  as  fo  many  Tales  to  make 
Children  afraid.  He  faith  in  his  Heart, 
IJliall  bave  Feace,  tbo  J  walk  in  tbe 
Imagination  oj  my  own  Heart.  Since 
therefore  he  will  not  incline  his  Ear  to  the 
Word,  God  fendeth  his  Rod  to  feaJ  the 
Word  and  yet  Men  are  fo  wild  that  they 
fight  with  Gods  Rods,  and  will  notfub- 
mit  to  him :  A  Yoke  mujl  be  put  on 
Ephraim,  a  Bridle  in  Mens  Moutbs, 
P&l.  xxxii.  9.  They  will  put  God  to 
more  Pains  than  fpeaking,  and  it  iliail 
coft  them  more  Pain*  For  he  that  will 
not  be  drawn  with  the  Cords  of  a  Man, 
I.ove  and  Intreaties,  muft  be  drawn  with 
the  Cords  of  a  Beaft,  and  yoked  in  a 
heavy  Yoke.  Yet  Men  are  unruly,  and 
the  Yoke  groweth  the  heavier  and  forer, 
khat  they  ftrive  to  (hake  it  off!  An  un- 
vircumciied  Heart  cannot  be  humbled, 
Flow  can  tbe  Leopard  cbange  bis 
Spot  J  $  no  more  can  my  People  return 
to  me,  Jer.  xiii.  23.  It  is  ft  range  that  a 
People  fo  affliclcd,  will  not  take  with 
the  Punilhment  of  their  Iniquity,  but  will 
fay  in  their  Heart,  Wherefore  come  theie 


Things   upon  me?  But  here  it  is,  hew 
can  an   uncirumcifrd  Heart  he  hiunbkd* 
God  may  beat  on  Men  with  Rods  as 
on  a  nog.  but  be   will  run  azay  from 
bim  Hill  tbe    more.   lii.  ii.  13."  Nay, 
it  may  be,  there   will  be  mere  ltirriflf 
after  God,  and  more  wiling  by  rhe  arjf 
Stioke  of  ArTuttion,  thaa  when  they  ire 
continued  and  multiplied:  The  1'ncui.ih- 
nefs  of  Rods  may  arFeft  Pecple  foxsttag; 
but  when  his  Hand  Jytfh  on  bun  Me, 
Curium  breedeth  Hanrnefs,  and  more  id 
more  alienattih  Spirits  from  him. 

Now   we  nerd  no  more  to  ftal  tits 
Truth,  but  our  own  Experience.  I  think 
never  People  might  freak  more  feniibl;  of 
it.  It  hath  been  the  Manner  oftte  Lords 
dealing  with  us.  to  ufe  fair  Means  to  gain 
hs,  to  threaten  before  he  laid  on,  to  give 
a  Proclamation  before  his  Stroke;  ;od 
yet   it  hath  been  our  Manner  from  our 
Youth  up  to  harden  ourfeJves  againfl  hiai; 
and  go  on  in  our  own  War.  Therefore 
hath  the  Lord  after  long  Parience  hid  on 
fad  Strokes,  and  fmitten  us,  yet  hare  we 
not  turned  to  him.     It  mar  be  when  the 
Chaftifemeut  was  freib  2nd  green,  fume 
poure4  out  a  Prayer,  and  in  frtvMe 
vi/ited  God,  I  fa.  xxvi.  1%.  but  the  Body 
of  tbe  Land  hath  not  known  him  that 
fmote  them,   and   never  ran  into  their 
hiding  Place,  but  the  Temptation  of  rhe 
Time  like  a  Flood  bath  carried  them 
away  witb  it.     And  for  the  Lord's  Chil*  • 
dren,   how  foon  doth  the  Cuftom  of  a 
Rod  eat  out  the  Senfe  of  it,  and  Prayer 
doth    not  grow    propordonabiy  to  lie 
Lord's  Rods.     The  Lord  hatherpefled 
ihitjome  migbt  ft  and  in  tbe  Gap  and 
intercced.  yet  few  or  none  called  on  bis 
Name.   General  Cor  reft  ions  of  the  Land 
hath  made  general  Apoftacy  from  God, 
not  a  turning  in  to  God ;  fo  that  we  may 
fay,  we  never  entered  a  Furnace,  but  we 

have 
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hav*  come  out  wiih  more  Drofs,  con- 
traced  Drofs  in  the  Fire.     Mens  Zeal 
and  Tendernefs  bath  been  burnt  up,  re- 
probate Silver  may  God  call  us :   We 
have  had  lb  much  Experience  of  the  Un 
profiublenefs  of  former  Afflictions,  that 
.  we  know  not  what  the  Lord  (hall  do  with 
us.     We  think  it  may  be  the  Lord's  Com- 
plaint of  Scotland,  IVby  Jbould  you  be 
affiitted  any  more,  you  will  revolt  more 
and  more,  Ifa.  i.  5.     What  needeth  a- 
nother  Rod?  You  are  now  all  fecure,  ir 
is  true.becaufe  you  are  not  ftricken ;  nay, 
but  what  needeth  a  Rod  ?  For  it  cannot 
awake  you,  all  the  Fruit  of  it  would  be, 
not  to  purge  away  Sin,  but  to  increafe  it : 
General  Judgments  will   prove   general 
Temptations,  and  will  alienate  you  more 
from  me,  and  make  you  curfe  God  and 
the  Covenant.    And  indeed  the  Truth  is, 
we  know  not  what  outward  Difpenfation 
can  fall  on,  that  can  affect  this  Generati- 
on ;  we  know  not  what  the   Lord  can 
have  behind,  that  can  work  on  us:  Judg- 
mental! had  as  much  Terror,  Mercies 
as  much  Swettnefc,  and  as  much  of  God 
in  the  one  and*  the  other,  as  readily  hath 
been  fince  the   Beginning  of  the  World. 
Only  this  we  know,  all  Things  are  pofll- 
ble  to  him,  which  are  impoflible  to  us  ; 
and  if  the  Spirit  work  to  fanftify  the. 
-Rod,   a  more  gentle  Rod   (hall   work 
more  effectually ;  his  Word  XhaJl  do  as 
much  as  his  Rod. 

The  Cafe  we  are  now  into,  is  juft 
this;  None  calktb  on  tbec.  Is  is  a  ter- 
rible one,  whether  our  Condition  be  good 
or  bad  outwardly,  our  Peace  hath  put  us 
afleep,  and  the  Word  cannot  put  Men 
to  Prayers.  Now,  the  Lord  hath  begun 
to  threaten,  as  you  have  been  ftill  in  Fear 
of  new  Troubles,  and  a  Revolution  of 
Affairs  again ;  yet  I  challenge  your  own 
Confciences,  and  appeal  to  them,  whom 


hath  the  Word  prevailed  with,  to  put  to 
Prayer  ?  Whom  hath  the  Rumour  of  ap« 
proaching  Trouble,  put  to  their  Prayers  ? 
Whofe  Spirit  hath  been  affected  with  God  1 
frowning  on  the  Land  ?  And  this  yet  more 
aggravated  your  Lazinefs ;  in  the  Time 
that  God  doth  (hew  terrible  Things  to 
his  People  in  Ireland,  givetb  tbem  a 
Cup  of  Wormwood \  and  to  drink  the 
Wine  of  u4ftoniJbment :  Are  not  you 
yet  at  eafe  ?  When  your  Brethren  and 
fellow  Saints  are  fcattered  among  you  as 
Strangers,   yet  your  Hearts  bleed   nor. 
Well,  behold  the  End  of  it,  your  Cafe  is 
a  ftd  Prognoflick  of  the  Lord's  hiding  his 
Face  and  confuming  us ;  nay,  it  is  a  fure 
Token  that  his  Face  is  hid  already.  When 
Job's  Friends  would  aggravate  his  Mifery. 
ihey  fum  it  up  in  this,  tbou  reftrainefi 
Prayer  from  God.    It  is  more  Wrath  to 
be  kept  from  much  praying,  nor  to  be 
fcattered  from  your  own  Houfes.  There- 
fore,  if  you  would  have  the  Clouds  of 
Gcd's  Anger  that  covereth  the  Land  with 
Blackncfs,  go  over  you,  and  pour  out  itielf 
on  others ;  if  you  would  prevent  the  Rod, 
hearken  to   the  Word  and  fiir  up  your- 
feives  to  much  Prayer,  that  you  may  be 
called  his  Remembrancers  ?  O  how  long 
(hall  Prayer  be  bani(hed  this  Kingdom? 
The  Lord's  Controversy  muft  be  great 
with  us,  for  fince  the  Days  of  our  nrft 
Love,  there  has  been  great  Decay  of  the 
Spirit  of  Prayer  :  The  Children  of  God 
iliould  be  fo  much  in  it,  as   they  might 
be  one  with  it.     David  was  (b  much  in 
Prayer,  as  he  in  a  Mariner  defined  him- 
felf  by  it,  PJaL  cix.  4.   /  gave  myfelf 
unto  Prayer.     In  the  Original,  there  is 
no  more,  but,  /  Prayer.  I  was  all  Pnyer, 
It  was  my  Work,  my  Element,  my  Af- 
fection, my  A^ion.     Nay,  to  fpeak  the 
Truth,  it  is  the  Decay  of  Prayer   that 
hath  made  all  this  Defection  in  the  Land. 
Kkkk2  Would 
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Would  you  know  th*  Original  of  many  a 
publick  Mm's  \nfrtzy  and  Bickfliding 
in  the  Ciufe  of  G>d,  what  miketh  them 
fo  foon  forget  th-ir  foliran  Engagements, 
and  g**ow  particular,  feeking  th?ir  own 
Things,  unte.ider  in  feeking  the  Things 
of  GoJ  ?  Would,  you  trace  back  the  De- 
fertion  up  to  the  Fountain-head  ?  Then 
come  and  fee.  Lo>k  upon  fuch  a  Man's 
walking  with  God  in  private, fuch  a  Mao's 
praying,  and  you  (hall  find  Mitters  have 
been  firft  wrong  there.  Alienation  and 
Ertran^fment  from  G>d  himfelf  in  im- 
mediate Duties  and  fecret  Approaches. 
hath  made  Mens  Affeftions  cool  to  his 
Interert  in  publick  DJties.  'And  believe 
it,  the  Reafon  why  fo  few  great  Men  or 
none  are  fa  cordial,  conftant  and  thorough 
in  G  >d's  Matters  is  this,  they  pray  not 
in  Secret ;  they  come  to  Parliament  or 
Council,  wh*re  publick  Matters  concern- 
ing the  Hinour  of  God  are  to  be  debated, 
as  any  Statefman  of  Venice  would  come 
to  the  Sjnite  ;  they  have  no  Dependence 
0:1  Go  J  to  be  guided  in  thefe  Matters  ; 
they  are  much  in  publick  Dmies,  but 
little  in  fecret  with  G>d:  Believe  it,  iny 
Mans  private  walking  with  GjJ,  ftull 
be  read  upon  his  publick  Carnage,  whe- 
ther he  be  Minifter  or  Ruler. 

/  Tnere  is  yet  *n<»ther  Tning  we  would 
have  you  confider,  to  endear  this  Duty 
u.iro  you,  and  bind  upon  your  Confriences, 
ah  abibiut?  Necellity  of  b'ing  much  in  ir; 
ar.d  itis  this.  Prayer  and  calling  on  his 
Name  is'often  pjt  tor  all  immediate  Wor- 
"  ihip  of  G  \1,  efpcciaJJy  the  more  fuhftan- 
tial  and  moral  Part  of  Service.  This 
People  was  mu:h  i:i  Ceremonials,  and 
they  made  thufe  tiicir  Rights -jufnefs  ;  nay, 
but  there  was  little  fee  ret  converting  with 
God,  walking  .humbly  witl<  him,  loving 
him,  believing  in  him  :  Well  then, Prayer 
b,  as  it  were,  a  Cjrr,rcud  and  Sum  of  all 


Duties  ;  it  contains  in  it,  Faith,  Lore, 
Repentance,  all  ibefe  mould  br-athe  vit  2 
Prayer.  In  a  Word,  if  we  fjy  un:o  jju, 
be  much  in  Prayer,  we  have  liidili,  anJ 
it  is  more  than  all  the  reft,  facade  it  is  a 
more  near  and  immedfare  Approjcb  a 
God,  having  more  folid  Re/ix/'-n  in  it; 
if  you  be  lively  in  this,  jouare*  rhming 
Chnftians  *,  if  you  wither  here,  ill  muit 
decay,  for  Prayer  fappeth  and  witeredi 
all  other  Duties  with  the  lnfl-jeoce  of 
Heaven. 

7%at  ftirretb  up  bimfelj  to  take  Hold 
on  tbee]  Tnis  exprefleth  more  of  their 
Condition  under  the  Rod,  and  while  Gad 
was  threarning  to  depart  and  ieave  tern, 
none  took  fo  much   Notice  of  it,  as  to 
awake  out  of  his  Dream,  to  take  a  fill 
Hold  of  God ;  it   was  but  like  the  dip 
a  Man  taketh  in  his  numbering,  thai  be 
foon  quittethin  his  Sleep,  none  awaiei 
himfelf,  as  a  Bird  ftirretb  up  itlelf  i^isa its 
Wings  to  Fiight ;    none  do  fo  fpread  out 
their  Sails  to  meet  the  Wind:  Thuim- 
porteth  a  great  Security  2nd  Negligence, . 
a  carelefs  Stupidity  ;  to  take  hold,  to  grip 
rtrongly  and   violently,  importeth  both 
Faith  afted  on   God,  and  Communion 
with  God,  fo  that  the  Senfe  is,  no  body 
careth  whither   thou  go,  there  is  none 
thit  ilin  eth    up  himfelf  to  take  violent 
Hold  of  thee  ;  Men  ly  loofe  in  their  In- 
terest, and  indifferent  in  the  one  Tnng 
necell iry,  do  not  rtrongly  grip  to  it.    No 
body  keepeth  thee   by  Prayer  and  I  iter- 
cetfion,  ih  that  theieis  no  Diligence  ad- 
ded to  Dili«*L-nce,  there  is  no  rtir/Hg  up 
of  ourfjN'cs  in  Security. 

Fir  it,  When  the  Lord  feemethto  with- 
draw, and  when  lie  is  angry,  it  is  our 
Duty  to  take  hi  Id  the  more  on  him  *,  and 
not  only  to  aft  Faith,  and  ca\\  on  him  by 
Prayer,  but  to  add  to  ordinary  Dittg-oce. 
it  fhould  bv»  extraordinary,      firjt  thea 
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1  fay,  when  the  Lord*  is  withdrawing  and 
feemeth  angry,  we  ought  not  to  with- 
draw from  him  by  Unbelief,  bur  to  draw 
ntfar,  and  take  hold  on  him.  And  the 
Lord  giveth  a  Reafon  of  this  himfelf, 
Jfa.  xxvi.  4,  5-  becaufe  Fury  is  not  in 
me.  It  is  but  a  Moment's  Anger,  it  is 
not  Hatred  of  your  Perfons  but  Sins,  it  is 
not  Fury  that  hath  no  Difcretion  in  it, 
to  difference  between  a  Friend  and  an  t 
Enemy:  It  is  but  at  leaft  a  Father's 
Anger,  that  is  not  for  Definition,  but 
Correction.  The  Lord  is  not  implacable, 
come  to  him  and  win  him,  Let  bim  take 
bold  of  me,  and  let  bim  make  Peace 
witb  me,  if  be  will  make  Peace.  He 
is  a  God  whofe  Companions  faii  not ;  and 
fo  he  is  never  fo  angry,  but  there  is 
Room  left  for  Manifestation  of  Mercy 
on  thofe  that  come  to  him.  God's  Anger 
is  not  an  Humour  and  Paffion  as  ours  is, 
he  can  take  the  poor  Child  in  his  Arms, 
admit  it  into  his  Bofom,  when  outward 
Difpenfatioos  frown.  Mens  Anger  is  like 
the  Sons  of  Belial,  Briers  and  Thorns 
that  none  may  come  near  to,  leaft  they 
be  hurt;  but  God  angry  ft  accefllble,  be- 
caufe. his  Anger  is  ftill  tempered  and 
mixed  with  Clemency  and  Mercy ;  and 
.  that  Mixture  of  Mercy  is  fo  great,  and 
fo  predominant  in  all  his  Difpenjfations 
here,  that  they  being  rightly  underftood, 
might  rather  invite  to  come,  than  fear 
from  it ;  there  is  more  Mercy  to  wel- 
come, than  Anger  to  drive  away. 

Secondly,  Look  upon  the  very  End 
ani  Purpofc  of  God's  hiding  himfelf,  and 
withdrawing ;  it  is  this,  that  we  may  come 
ani  fee  1<  him  early,  Hof.  v.  is-  When 
God  is  angry,  Mercy  and  Companion 
principled^  ir,  for  Anger  is  fent  out  to 
bring  in  Wanderers ;  His  Arger  is  n<  t 
Humour,  but  refolute  and  delil  era*e,  walk- 
etb  upou  good  Grounds,  becaufe  David 


in  his  Profperiiy  miffed  not  God.     When 
all  Things  went  according  to  his  Mind, 
th?n  he  let  God  go  where  he  will ;  there- 
fore, the  Lord  in  Mercy  muft  hide  his 
own  Heirt  with  a  frowning  Countenance, 
and  cover   himfelf  with  a    Cloud,  that- 
David  may  be  troubled,  and  fo  take  hold 
on  God,   PJal.  xxxi.  7,  8.     Since  then 
this  is  God  s  Purpofe,  that  you  may  come 
nearer  to  him,  and  fince  he  goeth  away 
that  you  may  purfue  ;  certainly    he  will 
never  fo  run  away  as  you  may  not  find 
him  out,  nor  will  he  run  further,  nor 
he  ftrengtheneth  thee  to  purfufe  him ;  thus, 
PfaL  Ixiii.  8.  God  was  flying,  and  David 
purfuing  >  nay,  but  the  Flyer  giveth  Legs 
to  the  Purfuer,  he  upholdeth  him,  as  it 
were  againft  himfelf:  So  did  the  Angel 
ilrengthen  Jacob  to  overcome  himfelf. 
Now,  (hall  it  not  be  pleafant  to   God; 
chat  you  lay  hold  on  him  as  your  own, 
even   whin  he   feemeth  to  be  cloathed 
with  Vengeance,  feeing  he  changeth  his 
outward  Countenance  for  this  very  End, 
he  feemeth  to  go,  that  you  may  hold, 
becaufe  when  you  think  he  ftayetb,  you 
hold  not,  as  the  Child,  while  the  Nurfe 
is  near,  will  look  about  it,  and  take  hold 
of  any  Thing;  but  when  (he  withdraw- 
?th,  the  Child  cleaveth  the  farter  to  her. 
But  Secondly,  We  •  ought  to  rtir  up 
ourfelves  more  now  than  any  other  Time : 
Times  of  Gods  withdrawing  calleth  for 
extraordinary   and  doubled  Approaches. 
SoHab.v.  1$.  7%eywilljeek  me  early. 
And  therefore  ihe  Lord's   Children   in 
Scripture,  have  made  great  Advantage  of 
fjch   Difpenlations.     The   Truth   is,   as 
bng  as  we  are  well  dealt  with,  Security 
crtrep-ih    on,  and  Religion   is  but   in  a 
decaying  Condition :    Duties    are   done 
through  our  Sleep  :  We  are  not  as  Mea 
a-.vaki.-g  and  knowing  what  we  do,  aiicf- 
whither  we  go.    But  when  the   Lord 
1  be- 
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beginr.eih   to   trouble    us,  and  hides  his 
Face,  then  it  is  a  Time  to  awake  out  of , 
Sleep,  before  all  be  gone :    And   there 
ought  to  be7?r/?,niore  Diligence  in  Duties 
and   Approaching  to  God,  becaufe  your 
Cafe  furnifheth  more  Matter  of  Suppli- 
cation ;    and  as  Matter   of  Supplication 
groweth,  Prayer  ihould  grow.     If  Ne- 
ceffity  grow,   and  the  Cry  be   not  ac- 
cording toNeaffity,  it  is  ominous-   And 
thereiore  David  uieth  to  make   his  Cry 
go  up  according  to  his  Trouble.     In  a 
profperous  Condition,  tho'  every  Thing 
might  call  a  tender  hearted  loving  Chniti 
an  to  fome  Nearnefs  to  God  ;  yet  or- 
dinarily, if  Necefiity  prefs   not,    Prayer 
languiilieth  and  groweth  forma).     Senle 
of  Need  putteth  an  Edge  on  Supplication, 
whereas   Prulpeiity    blunteth  it.      The 
Heart  miffing  nothing,  cannot  ^o  above 
fublunary  Things ;  but  let  it  not  have  its 
iWill  here,  and  the  Need  of  Heaven  will 
•be  the  greater.    Now  I  fay,  if  you  fit  1<< 
many  Calls,  both  from  a  Command,  ana 
from  your  own  Neceifities,  you   do  fo 
much   the   more  Sin.      sfJftiStion  v>d 
make  even  a  -Hypocrite  leek  bim9  a>.u 
four  out  a  Prayer  and  vijtt  bun,  Pial 
Uxviii.     and   ija.  mi.     And  if  you  ao 
not  take  Advantage  of  all  thefe  PreflLrtt, 
you  niu/t  be  fo  much  the  moie  guilty  ; 
and  therefore,  God,  as  is  were,  wondereth 
at  their  Obrtinacy,  <Tbey  return  not  to 
bim  that  fmitetb  tbemi  AH  this  is  come 
upon  u$,  yet  have  we  not  prayed.     And 
Secondly,  It  is  lent  for  that  End,  trut 
you  may  be  more  ferious ;  and  therefore 
youought  fo  much  the  more  to  awake, 
to  lay  hold  on  him.     This  is  the  Way  the 
Lord  ufeth  with  his  fecure  and  wandiing 
Children,/^/,  cxix.  67.     For  the  Lord 
findeth  us  often  gripping  too  flrongly  to 
a  prefent  World;  and  taking  it  in  our 
Arms,  as  if  wc  were  never  to  part  with 


it :  Mei.s   5ou]j»  cleave  to  ou*aid  A& 
commoriatious ;    therefore  the  Lcrd  uleih 
to  part   us    and  our  Idol,  rru;  we  mij 
take  hold  of  him  the  fairer.    It  is  Union 
with  hiinfelf,  that   is  our  Fe!ici:y,  and  if 
is  that    which   God  tr.o/r  enduvouiih. 
When  he    removeth  beiovti/./emeJ,  it  is 
becaufe   they    were   a  fiuaiiicg  Block, 
and  divorced  the  Soul  irom  God:  When 
he  feemeth    to    withdraw  tarM,  his 
going  proclaimed  (u  much, Oh  follow,  a 
periih. 

Thirdly,  It  is  a  rery  dangerous  Thing, 
when  he  withdraweth  and  you  follow  oot, 
when  he  is  angry,  and  you  care  nor,  dab 
not  rty  in  to  make  Peace  with  him ;  ca- 
tainly  his    Anger  mull  wax  hotrer,  and 
Defertion  will  become  a  /pinna!  Plague, 
Rods  muftbe  tempered  with  much  Bit- 
ternefs.     "What  Mixrure  of  Mercy  can  be 
in  fuch  a  Difpenfation,  where  ihs  Fruit  of 
it  is  to  harden  :   But  if  the  Lord's  harden* 
dealing  wrought  you  to  more  Nearoeii  ao4 
Communion  with  himfelf;  [Dtocrumlf 
you  have  a  fair  Advantage  aga//:lf  cnepre- 
»ent  Trouble,   and  you  have  your  Cup 
.nued.     You  (hill  it  length  bids  God  foe 
.uch  Difpenfations;  ihey  may  be  reckoned 
tor  Good  to  you.  New,  Tnerc  01-gnt  to 
be   more    Exercife  of  Faith,  and  laying 
nold  on  the  Grounds  of  Conflation  in 
G/d,  in  fuch  a  Time.     Hrfi,  Fcr  as  Di£ 
Acuities  grow,  Faith  fhould  fonify  itlelf 
againft  them  fo   much  the  more.    The 
greater  the  Storm  be,  it  fhould  fly  the 
more  into  the  Chambers.     Faith  'm  at 
Time  of  a  calm  Day  getteth  no  Thai ; 
Faith  bulketh  much,  becaufe  it  hith  not 
much  to  do.     But  except  there  be  fome 
frefti  and  new  Supplies,  it  cannot  held 
out  in  a  Temptation  .-  But  if  is  a  Gngular 
Proof  of  a  noble   and  divine  Faith,  that 
can  lay  hold  on  him,  and  keep  him,  when 
he  would  go,  that  can  challenge  Kind- 
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nefe  on  a  miskennins  Jefus,  that  can  ftand 
on  the  Ground  of  the  Promifes,  when 
there  is  not  a  Foot-breadth  of  a  Difpen- 
fationtobuildon:  While  all  Things  go 
with  you,  ye  have  no  Difficulty  to  main- 
tain your.Faith  ;  nay,  but  when  the  Lord 
feemeth  to  look  angry,  then  awake  and 
gather  Strength,  take  hold  on  his  Strength ; 
look  what  is  in  your  Condition,  or  his 
Difpenfation,  what  is  Good  or  Ominous, 
then  take  hold  on  the  other  Hand  on  him, 
and  look  what  is  in  him  to  anfwer  it, 
and  fwallow  it  up:  Ye  ought  to  be  well 
-acquaint  with  the  Grounds  of  Confolation 
that  are  in  God,  in  the  worft  Cafe ;  and 
then  ye  might  lay  hold  on  him,  tho'  he 
feemed  a  confuming  Fire.  It  is  then  a 
Time,  that  calleth  moft  for  ftcuring  your 
Intaeft  in  him,  a  Time  when  there,  is 
no  external  Advantage  to  beguile  you,  a 
Time  when  the  only  Happinefs  is  to  be 
one  with  God.  Therefore  the  Man  who 
ia  fuch  Calamities  and  Judgments,  is  not 
awaked  to  put  his  eternal  Eftate  out  of 
queftion,  he  is  in  a  dangerous  Cafe  :  For 
do  not  rhoft  Part  drive  over  their  Days, 
and  have  no  Aflurance  of  Salvation,  they 
dare  not  fay,  either  pro,  or  centra.  It 
may  be,  and  it  may  not  be.  And  this  is 
the  length  that  the  moft  Part  come,  a 
negative  Peace ;  no  poGtive  Confidence  ; 
no  clear  concluding  on  fure  Grounds  an 
Intereft.  Always  ye  are  moft  called  to 
this,  -when  God  afflifteth  the  Land,  or 
you :  If  ye  do  not  then  rqajce  Peace,  it  is 
moft  dangerous,  tfbirdly,  {"he  Lord  lov- 
eth  Faith  in  a  Difficulty  bed,  it  is  the 
fingleft  and  the  deanlieft,  it  is  that  which 
moft  honoureth  him,  and*  glorifieih  his 
Truth  and  Faithrulnefs,  and  Sufficiency 
ami  Mercy  ;  for  then  it  is  moft  purely 
elevated  above  Creatures,  and  pitcheth 
moft  on  God;  and  therefore  bringerh 
Men  to  this,  No  Help  for  my  Soul,  but 
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thou*  art  my  Portion.  And  this  com- 
mendeth  God  moft,  when  he  is  fet  alone. 
Profperity  bringeth  him  down  among. 
Creatures,  and  fecure  Faith  inaketh  little 
Diftinflion  ;  but  awakening  Faith  grir> 
peth  ftrongly  and  fingly,  putteth  God  • 
alone. 

Secondly,  Oftentimes,  when  God  is  de* 
parting,  none  ftirreth  up  himfelf  to  lay 
hold  on  him.  Altho*  there  may  be  pray- 
ing and  doing  of  many  Duties,  yet  there 
is  nothing  beyond  the  ordinary.  The 
Varieties  and  Acceffions  of  new  Grounds 
of  Supplications  doth  never  make  greater 
Frequency,  nor  more  Fervency.  This 
our  Experience  may  clear  unto  us  both  in 
Duties  and  Faith.  JRfr/f,  There  is  very 
little  Diligence  in  feeking  of  God  in  the 
Way  and  Means  appointed,  even  when 
God  fcerae'th  to  bid  farewel  to  the  Land, 
and  go  away :  No  body  cometh  in  as  an 
Interceflor.  Men  keep  on  their  old  Way 
of  praying,  and  never  addeth  to  it,  come 
what  like.  Who  is  it  that  rifeth  above 
his  Ordinary,  as  the  Tide  of  God  s  DiP 
penfation  is?  There  ought  to  be  fuch  an  * 
Impreflion  made  by  the  Changes  of  God  1 
Countenance,  as  might  be  read  on  the 
Duties  of  his  People.  There  ihould  be 
fuch  a  Diftance  between  your  ordinary 
and  fuch  Times,  as  between  a  fleeping 
Man  and  a  waking  Man,  that  whatever 
your  Attainment  of  Accefs  to  God  be, 
ye  might  ftir  up  and  go  beyond  it,  ac- 
cording as  Matters  call.  Will  God  count 
your  publick  Farts  a  Performance  of  this 
Duty  ?  Alas,  we  fart  fleeping,  and  none  ' 
ftirreth  up  himfelf  to  thefe  Things.  Is 
there  any  Difference  betwixt  your  foleran 
Humiliation  and  another  Sabbath?  And 
is  there  any  Difference  between  a  Sabbath 
and  a  Week-day,  fave  the  external  Duty? 
Is  not  this  palpably  our  Cafe  ?  Is  thefe 
any  wakening  among  us?  Nov  Security 
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is  both  ihc  univerfal  Difeafe  and  Com- 
plaint i  and  it  is  become  an  incurable 
Difeafe,  lince  it  became  a  Complaint. 
Doth  any  of  you  pray  more  in  private 
than  ye  ufed  t  Or  what  Ld&e  is  on  your 
Prayers?  Alas,  the  Lord  will  get  good 
leave  to  go  iiroin  us ;  it  fcaieth  me,  that 
we  would  give  Chrilt  a  Teftiinonial  to 
go  over  Seas.  Hold  Liui,  bold  bim. 
Kay,  the  Multitude  wculd  be  giadiy 
quite  of"  him.  they  cannot  abide  his  Yoke, 
his  Work  is  a  Burden,  his  Word  is  a  Tor- 
ment, his  Dilcipnne  is  Bands  and  C  -rds  ; 
and  what  Heart  can  ye  then  have  to  keep 
Chrift?  Whac  Violence  can  ye  offer  to 
him  to  hold  him  foil?  All  your  Imieaties 
may  be  fair  Compliments,  but  they 
would  never  rent  his  Garment.  Secondly, 
There  is  no  up-lVirring  to  Faith  among 
us,  and  laying  hold  onJefusChrift,  albeit 
all  his  Difpeniations  warn  us  that  it  is 
now  high  Time.  Thcr  j  are  not  many 
who  are  about  this  Point  effectually  to 
rtir  up  their  Faith,  or  to  iecure  their  In- 
terclh  Think  ye  that  Conjectures  will 
cany  you  thorough  Difficulties.  The 
Multitude  think  they  believe  much,  but 
any  Temptation  proveth  their  Miftake- 
The  moii  Part  of  Sew  and  v.  odd  deny 
God  and  his  Son  Jel'us  Chrirt,  if  they 
wrre  put  to  it.  Always  it  is  a  Time  ye 
would  not  ly  out  from  your  ftrong  Hold, 
Faith  only  uniteth  you  to  Chnit,  and 
if  ye  would  be  kept  in  any  Trial,  ftir  up 
Faith. 

Thirdly,  Prayer  and  Faith,  Diligence 
and  laying  hold  on  God,  mult  gu  to 
gether,  and  help  one  another .  Nc 
cal  ing  on  his  Name,  and  not  hying  l.o 
on  him  go  toother,  and  have  Inrluenc- 
one  upon  another,  hirft,  Faith  hath  I. 
lluence  on  Prayer.  Laying  hold  on  Goe; 
in  Chrirt,  will  make  right  calling  on  hi* 
Name,  it  learneih  Men  how  to  call  God, 


to  call  him  sibba,  Father.    Fath  ufeih 
to  vent   itfelf  in    Prayer  \  1  liy,  much 
Conlideraiion  of  God,  and  claiming  ui  ro 
him,  and  to  the  Ground*  of  Confidence 
in    him,  muii   both  make  Prayer  accep- 
table, and  carry  the  Sump  2nd  Iciprtffi 
on  of  God's  Name,  or  Chri/ts  Sulco* 
It,    and  alio   make   much  Prayer :  For 
when  a  Soul  hath  piiGhtd  oa  Gutf,  &its 
only  Felicity,  and  thus  made  duce  of 
him,  it  findeth  in  him  all  Suificieacy,  all 
Things  for  all  Things;  thtre  is  no  Ne- 
ceflry,  but  it  findeth  a  Supply  inhisFuI- 
nels  for  it ;  and   therefore  it  applyea  a 
Man  to  the    Fountain,  to  draii  tut  of 
tbe  l fells  of  Salvanon.    There  is  no- 
thing can  be  fo  fweet  and  refre&iog,  a 
for  fuch  a  Soul  to  pour  out  itfelf  every 
Day  in    him,  to  calk  wich  him  Face  to 
Face.     Faith  engageth  the  Heart  tocunie 
to  God  with  all  Things ;  whereas  nuay 
Difficulties  wouli    have  been,   and  the 
Iecure  or  unfettled  Heart  would  have  gone 
as  many  different  Ways   to  help  then : 
Faith  layeth   hold  on  God,  kwnveih  bvt 
one,  and  bringeih  al/  litre;  and  therefore 
Accefs  to  God  is  J  Fruit  ot  1;,  *4::cfs 
unto   tbe  Grace  wtreiu  ue  jLir.d  bj 
lattb.     And  again,  how  csn  Puyer  be 
acceptable,    as    lung  as  Fai:h  doth  not 
principle  ii?  U  is  but  like  a  Be  art  groaning 
under  a  Burden.     Laying  hold  on  God 
himlelf  matcsa  Mans  Duties  ftcctftatfe. 
becaufe  lie  fp^ks  and  asks,  be  lie  vice,  tha 
he  fhall  receive  tie  trulieth  GoJ.anddotb 
not  tempt  hiiisT     Where   lively  Faiib  a 
not  entertained,    there  cannot  be  ffuch 
A  fiection,  wiiuh  is  the  Oii  01  the  Wheels. 
Trie  re  may   be   in    fume   Birftfatvi  of 
Spirit  much  Vehur.enwY.  but  ihat  \snot 
a  pure  Flame  of  divine  Love  that  burneth 
upward  10  him,  and.it  is  ( «n  cuinguiihtd, 
and  laiteth  no  longer  nor  prefcnt  Se:  fe» 
and  then  the  Soul  groweth  harder,  as  Irua 
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lhat  had  been  in  the  Fire.  Secondly, 
When  there  is  not  much  Prayer  and  Cal- 
ling, Faith  cannot  be  firong  and  violent ; 
for  Prayer  is  even  the  Exercife  of  Faith, 
if  you  wear  out  of  that.  Faith 'rufteth. 
There  may  be  much  Quietnefs  with  little 
Prayer,  but  there  cannot  be  much  ana 
ftrong  and  lively  Faith ;  for  where  it 
getjeth  not  continual  Imployment  it  fag^s. 
And  indeed  Prayer  is  a  fpecial  Pomr 
of  holding  God  faft,  and  keeping  him  ; 
therefore  join  theft,  if  ye  would  thrive 
in  any  one  of  them.  Youtf  unbelieving 
Complaints  are  not  Prayers  and  caJling  on 
his  Name,  becaufe  they  are  not  mixed 
with  Faith.  As  *e  Apoftie  faid  of  the 
Word,  fo  may  it  be  faid  of  Prayer,  your 
Prayers  are  not  profitable,  are  not  heard, 
becaufe  not  mixed  with  Faith.  Ye  ufe  to 
doubt,  that  ye  may  be  fervent,  to  queftion 
your  Intereft,  that  ye  may  ftir  up  your 
Spirits  to  Prayer:  But  alas,  what  a 
fimple  grofs  Miftake  is  that?  Poor  Soul, 
tho'  thou  get  more  L*eny,  (hall  it  be 
counted  Accefs  to  God  ?  Tho'  you  have 
more  Grief,  and  your  Bitter nefs  doth  in- 
dite more  Eloquence,  (hall  God  be  moved 
with  it?  Know  ye  not  that  you  lhould 
ask  without  wavering,  and  lift  up  pure 
Hands  without  Wrath  and  Doubting? 
And  yet  both  are  there. 

Fourthly,  The  Duty  we  are  called  to 
in  fuch  a  Time  when  God  is  angry,  is  to 
lay  hold  on  him.  We  would  fpeak  a 
Word  more  of  it:  And  frft,  We  ought 
to  hold  a  departing  Lord,  by  wreftling 
with  him  in  Supplication,  not  to  let  bimt 
depart  till  be  blefs,  x  Hof.  xii.  3,  4- 
The  Application  of  Jacob's  Viftory  over 
the  Angel  is  thus,  Turn  ye  to  the  Lord, 
and  wait  on  him,  &c.  How  had  Jacob 
Power  over  the  Angel?  By  Supplication 
and  Weeping;  fo  that  Prayer  is  a  Viftory 
over  God,  even  the  Lord  God  of  Hofli. 


We  ought  (as  it  were),  to  itrive  againft 
outward  Difpenfation ;  when  it  fahh,  He 
is  gone,  when  our  Condition  fuih,  He  is 
Kone,  or  going,  we  ought  to  wrcftle  with 
ir.  No  Submiffion  to  fuel}  a  departing 
I  mean,  no  Submiffion  that  fitteih  down 
with  it,  and  is  not  careful  how  it  be. 
Now  this  Time  calleth  you-  to  fuch  an 
Exercife-  The  Lord  feemeth  to  be  angry 
with  us  ;  there  is  a  ftrong  Cloud  over  the 
Land,  and  JHc£  to  pour  down  upon  us, 
the  Lord  is  drawing  a  Sword  again,  and 
beginning  now  to  lay  on :  Many  Threat- 
nings  would  not  put  us  to  Supplication. 
Now,  what  will  the  laying  on  of  the 
Rod  do?  If  the  former  Days  be  return- 
ing  wherein  ye  faw  much  Sorrow ;  is  it 
not  then  high  Time  for  the  Lord's  Re- 
membrancers, and  for  the  Lords  Chil- 
dren to  wreftle  with  God  ?  As  Efaic 
was  coming  on  Jacob,  fo  hath  God  armed 
Men,  and  fuch  defperate  Men,  as  he  hatli 
made  a  Rod  to  us  before.  If  we  be 
twice  beaten  with  it,'  it  is  very  juft,  for 
before  we  did  not  feek  in  to  him  who 
fmote  us.  You  would  know  this,  that 
the  Lord  is  but  feeking  Imployment,  and 
if  ye  would  deal  with  him,  ye  may  make 
Advantage  of  the  prefent  and  future  Cala- 
mities. And  look  to  this  laying  hold  011 
him:  This  is  the  chief  Thing  ye  (houldl 
now  heed.  It  is  God  himfelf  that  rtiould 
be  your  principal  Objeft:  Praying  rtiould 
be  a  laying  hold  on  God,  it  (hould  meec 
with  himfelf.  For  the  moft  Part  in  the 
Time  of  Profperity,  we  cannot'  meet 
with  God  finjjy,  we  have  fo  much  to 
do  with  Creatures,  we  keep  Tryfls  Co 
punctually  with  them,  fo  that  we  cannot 
keep  with  God :  We  have  fo  many  Things 
in  our  Affections  and  Thoughts,  that  God 
cannot  get  Place,  he  cannot  get  us  at 
Leifore  for  the  Throng  of  our  Bufinefs : 
We  lofi  God,  by  catching  at  Shadows. 
L  1 1  J  Well 
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Well  then,  we  are  called  in  fu:h  a  Time 
of  Diflfi:ulty  to  co.ns  in  to  G>d  himfelf, 
tj  draw  by  the  Vail  of  Ordiurices.  that 
we  :my  have  C-im  n  mion  with  GoJ  Iii.n- 
fclf.  And  this  is  riftlu  praying  when  the 
S  nil  gotteth  fj:h  immediate  Accefs  to 
God,  as  it  wire,  to  handle  him,  and  fee 
him,  and  tafte  him,  to  excrcill*  i:s  Senfes 
on  him.  Ordinance;  have  been  of  a  long 
Time  a  covering  of  his  Face,  and  lie 
ufeth  n)t  now  to  u.ivai!  himf  If  in  the 
Santfjary.  and  let  us  fre  his  Glory  :  God 
is  departed  from  pre.-ching  and  Praying, 
and  the  iblemn  Meeting  i  lo  that  we 
meet  not  \%*th  God,  we  lay  hold  on  a 
Shadow  of  ?.n  m:w.ird  Ordinance,  but 
not  on  G>d  himf  if.  Then-fore  Chrilli- 
ans  matt'  Advantage  of  this  Time,  you 
way  be  broi^hx  to  want  Ordinances,  then 
lay  hold  on  himfclf,  who  is  the  Subftance 
and  Marrow  of  them  :vYi-u  111.7  be  de- 
nuded of  outward  Comforts  and  Accom- 
modation here,  then  lay  hold  on  him- 
11- if  in  much  Prayer.  If  Affliction  would 
blow  away  the  Cloud  on  his  Face,  or 
would  leaner  our  Idols  from  us,  and 
make  us  lingke  alone  wjth  God,  zs  Jacob 
was,  it  were  well  fent. 

Secondly,  Your  Exercife  fhould  be  to 
take  hold  on  God  by  Faith.  And  Jirji, 
Ye  would  make  Peace  with  God,  be  much 
in  dircft  Arts  of  apprehending  God  him- 
fclf in  Jefus  Chriil.  And  this  is  ac- 
cording as  ye  take  up  yourfelves  in  your 
own  Mifery  and  Necefliry.  Do  but  travel 
continually  between  your  own  Mifery  and 
fomething  anfwerable  in  God. 

The  fir  ft  Thing  we  would  have  you 
do  now  when  God  frowns  upon  us,  find 
out  your  own  lull  Condition,  and  how 
great  Strangers  you  have  been  to  him, 
even  when  ye  have  approached  in  many 
Ordinances ;  and  find  a  Neceffity  of 
making  Peace  with  God  and  Atonement. 


,  Now   from  this,  lay    hold  on  Carift  n 
the  Hope  Jet  before  you*  look  upon  thu 
in  him  which  will   anfwer  al.1  your  Nt. 
cefliiies,  and  be  fuitable  ro  item,    h  1$ 
not  Matters  of  outward  Lot  that  ihciiij 
go  nearert  your   Heart:  Let  the  Word 
go  where    it  will,  that  whurA  axKKztth 
you  moft  in  fuch  a  Time.  \%:hefcuTir$ 
your  Soul :    For  if  you  lofe  it,  wrwr  gwi 
ydu?  What  keep  you?  Your  H-Hiics 2nd 
Lands  and  Lives  may  be  in  Hazard:  Nay, 
but  one  Thing  is  more  worth  tun  ill 
thefe,  and  in   more  Hazard.    Besja  at 
fpiritual    Things,  and  ask  'tw  Maun 
iland  between  God  and  (her. 

Secondly,  N:.«r  only  would  ye  be  xac\ 
in  immediate  Applfcanon  untu  JtC-s 
Chriil ,  but  ye  would  fo  take  Hr.'.i  of  him, 
as  ye  may  be  fore  ye  h:ve  fcini.  Mite 
Peace,  and  know  that  ye  have  mrfe  it,  \ 
and  then  ihall  ye  be  kept  in  perfect  Fe*:e. 
You  would  never  retf  u;-:ii  y„j  cjn  on 
folid  Grounds  anfwer  the  {jj£i\;oa.  And 
this  Duty  is  cr&d  for  fivm  you  :t  i'icS 
a  Time,  for  tbe  Jujl  jteli Ihe  by  fs.rl, 
iu  a  iroubiefome  Tim-,  Hah,  u.  4.  And 
as  ye  ought  to  keep  2nd  hold  ud  Con- 
fidence, and  not  caft  it  away  in  \\i:\\  a 
Time,  lb  (hould  ye  all  feet  after  it :  Do 
not  noly  reft  in  this,  I  know  not  but  I 
may  belong  to  Chrift,  I  dare  cot  fay 
againft  it.  O  no  Chriftians,  you  rtioukl 
have  pofitive  clear  Grounds  of  All'ur- 
ance,  /  am  bis,  and  be  is  mine.  Iknov 
that  my.  Redeemer  livetb.  God  is  rcj 
Portion.  And  if  ye  conclude  this  fciii- 
ly,  I  defy  all  the  World  to  Aiafc  aid 
trouble  your  Peace  :  This  is  perrtftoce, 
Peace,  Peace  %  double  Peace.  How  can 
you  choofe  but  be  fhaken  at  erery  Blaft 
of  Temptation,  when  you  are  not  thus 
folidiy  grounded,  when  you  hold  not  at 

I  your  Anchor. 
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And  (thirdly,  Having  thus  laid  hold 
~  on  Chrift,  as  your  own,  lay  hqJd  on  all  in 
him  as  yours,  and  for  your  Ufe.  What- 
ever Difficulty  the  prefent  Time,  or  your 
own  Condition  afford,  fearch  but  as  much 
in  God,  as  may  counterbalance  it.  An- 
fwer  all  Objections,  from  his  Mercy, 
<2oodnefs,  tower,  Wiflom,  Uncbange- 
ablehefs,  and  this  (hall  be  more  nor  ifu- 
Trouble :  God  himfelf  laid  hold  upon, 
and  made  ours,  is  more  nor  removing  a 
«emporal  Calamity.  It  is  an  .  eternal 
Weight,  to  weigh  down  all  Crofles  and 
Difappointraents.  For  what  can  prefent 
Things  be  ?  Is  there  not  in  the  Favour 
of  his  Countenance,  that  which  may 
drown  them  in  Oblivion?  Are  ye  like  to 
,'Tink  here?  Is  not  God  a  fure  Anchor  to 
hold  by  ?  And  if  ye  do  not  this,  your 
Trouble  is  nothing  in  refpeft  of  the 
Danger  of  your  Soul.  Secure  and  looft 
lying  out  of  God,  not  putting  this  Matter 
to  a  full  Point,  is  worfe  nor  all  your  out- 
ward fading.  Therefore  we  exhort  you 
in  the  Lord's  Name,  to  fly  in  to  this 
Name  of  the  Lord,  a«  a  ftrong  Tower 
to  run  to  and  be  fafe.  When  the  Lord 
feemeth  now  to  be  angry  with  us,  run 
not  away  from  him,  tho'  he  (hould 
yet  cloath  himfelf  with  Vengeance  as  a 
Garment. 

But  jirjl ,  O  yc  poor  People  who  have 
never  asked  this  Quefiion,  whether  have 
I  any  Intereft  in  Jefus  ?  Ask  it  now,  and 
refolve  it  in  Time.  If  Trouble  come 
on,  if  Scattering  and  Defolation  come  on, 
and  our  Land  fade  as  a  Leaf,  certainly 
the  Lord's  Anger  will  drive  you  away.- 
What  will  ye  do  in  the  Time  of  his  In- 
dignation ?  All  of  you  put  this  to  the 
Tryal,  how  Matters  ftand  between  God 
and  you. 

And  Secondly\-\( ye  find  all  wrong, 
4o  not  fink  in  Difcouragement  >  all  may 


be  amended,  while  it  is  feen  Wrong  |n 
Time.  Nay,  God  taketh  amy  outward 
Accommodation,  to  make  you  more  ferious 
in  this.  And  it  is  the  very  Voice  of  Rods; 
every  one  fly  in  to  your  Hold,  every 
one  make  Peace  with  me.  You  may  take 
hold,  and  doit  feckfully. 

Thirdly,  You  who  have  fled  to  Jefas, 
take  more  hold  of  him  ;  you  are  called 
alfo  to  renew  your  Faith,  and  begin 
again:  Make  Peace  with  God,  let  .your 
Confidence  be  kept  faft,  and  thus  (hall  ye 
be  immoveable,  becaufe  he  changeth  not, 
God  will  not  go  from  you  if  ye  believe, 
hold  him  by  Faith.  Chrift  could  not  do 
great  Things  in  Galilee,  becaufe  of 
their  Unbelief,  andfi  he  departedfrom 
them.  As  Unbelief  maketh  an  evil  Heart, 
to  depart  from- the  God  of  all  Life  and 
Confolation ;  fo  doth  it  make  God  depart 
from  us.  But  Faith  cafteth  a  Knot  upon 
torn  (to  fpeak  with  Reverence)  it  faften- 
eth  him  by  his  own  Word  and  Promife, 
.and  he  cannot  go  by  it.  It  is  a  violent 
Hand  laid  on  God.  I  will  not  let  thee 
go  till  thou  blefs  me. 

Fourthly,  Faith  and  Prayer,  or  hold- 
ing of  God,  by  believing  in  him,  and 
much  imploying  him,  needeth  much  frir- 
ring  up  unto,  and  awaking.  T'hat  Jlirreth 
up  himfelf  to  take  hold  on  thee.  Securi- 
ty is  the  Moth  of  both  thefr,  and  eateth 
out  the  Life  of  Faith  and  Suppiication  :  It 
maketh  Prayer  fo  coldrife,  that  it  cannot 
prevail,  and  Faith  fo  weak,  that  it  can- 
not ufe  Violence  firfl,  Security  ap- 
prehendeth  no  Evil,  no  Need.  A  fccure 
Condition  is  a  Dream,  that  one  is  eating, 
and  yet  his  Soul  is  empty.  Look  how 
the  People  of  Laijb  were  quiet  and  ft* 
cure,  apprehending  no  Evil ;  Dertru&ion 
cometh  then  on  as  an  armed  Man.  Al- 
ways, it  Is  much  Neceflity  that  admini- 
fters  Fewel  to  a'  Man's  Faith  and  Sup- 
-  L  1 1 1  c  plication* 
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plication.  David,  Plil.  ixx.  7,  IJvid 
in  my  Pro'periry,  I  jbail  not  he  moved. 
Nay,  but  many  fay  in  Adverfity,  and  cry 
Peace,  Peace,  where  no  Peace  is.  Securi- 
ty plcjdcih  Innncency,  and  then  believeth 
l.miiUmy.  /  am  innocent,  therefore 
/ball  bis  singer  turn  away,  Jer.  ii.  35. 
Security  applieth  not  Sin,  and  fo  refuf* 
eth  the  Curfc  of  Sin,  and  Wages  of  it. 
And  thus  is  a  Man  in  his  own  Eyes,  a 
Lord,  and  then  be  will  come  no  viore  to 
Cod,  Jer.  ii.  31.  It  is  almoft  impofll- 
ble  to  awake  Men  by  general  Judgments, 
to  apprehend  perfonal  Danger,  and  Men 
never  ftir  out  of  their  Neft,  till  it  be  on 
Fire.  We  can  behold,  or  hear  of  our 
Neighbours  fpoiling,  and  Violence  done 
to  them  ;  but  till  the  Voice  of  a  Cry  be 
beard  in  our  own  Streets  and  Fields,  no 
JBody  will  take  the  Judgment  to  thc-m- 
Hives.  It  is  well  faid,  that  which  is 
fpoken  to  all,  is  fpoken  to  none ;  fo  what 
is  done  to  all  in  general,  is  done  to  none. 
The  Voice  of  a  general  Rod,  fpeakcth 
not  particularly,  and  maketh  not  Men  ap- 
prehenfive  of  fad  Things ;  and  thus  Men 
are  not  prefled  unto  Prayer,  are  not  put 
out  of  themfelves  ;  it  is  only  Neceffity 
chat  faps  the  Roots  of  it,  and  makes  it 
green.  Secondly,  Security  is  lazy  and  not 
active,  putteth  not  forth  its  Hand  to  work, 
and  fo  dieth  a  Beggar,  for,  only  the  Hand 
if  the  Diligent  maketh  rich.  Laying 
1  old  on  God  is  a  Duty  that  requireth 
much  Spirit  in  it :  Men  do  not  grip 
Things  well  in  their  (lumbering.  There 
u  no  Duty  that  needeth  fo  foiritual  and 
lively  Principles.  If  a  Man  dj  not  put 
on  fuch  a  Piece  of  Refolution  and  Edge 
upon  him,  he  cannot  come  to  the  Wreii- 
Jing  of  Prayer,  and  Violenccof  Faith. 
Aliho' the  Exercife  and  Acling  of  Grace 
riept-ndeth  more  upon  the  Spirit  of  God, 
Lis  pieient  Influence,  than  upon  the  Soul 


of  i\ian  s  yet  this  11  the  Way  the  Lc;d 
com  mimic areth  his  Influence,  by  ffirrirg 
up  and  exciting  the  Creature  to  iuDaj, 
as  if  it  could  do  it  alone.    Grtce  is  one 
Thing,  and  the  fttrring  upofitisttotber 
Thing  :  Fur   \%  hen  we  \y  by  wd  Qetp 
over  our  Time,  and  go  nor  about  (to 
Matter  fo  ferioufly,  as  it  were  Uk  and 
Death,  it  is  but  a  weak  Hold  we  can  tike 
of  God.     According  to  rlie  Meflfureoft 
Man's  apprehending   Neceffity,  and  * 
cording  to  the  Meafure  of  his  Serioufcdi 
in  thefe   Things,   fo   will  the  Hand  of 
Faith  giip,  and  Jay  hold  with  more  or  Iris 
Violence.     As  a  Man  drowning,  will  be 
put  from  fleeping,  and  when  one  is  in 
extreme  Hazard,  ail  his  Swenph  will  i* 
nite  together /in  one,  to  do  that  which  a  * 
any  ordinary   Time  it  could  not  do ;  fc 
o.'ght  it  to  be  here.     A  Chriftun  sifrulr- 
ed  wi-h  many  Temptations,  fliould  units 
his  Strength,  and  try  the  yondmoft.    0 
but  your  whole  Spirits  would  run  together, 
to  the  faving  of  yourfelf,  if  ye  were  very 
apprehenfiYe  of  Neceffity.    The  Exe  rcile 
of  Faith  is  a  dead  Grip,  that  cannot  pan 
with  what  it  gripperh.    Therefore firfl% 
We   rnuft  fay  io  you,  it  is  not  fo  eafy 
a  Thing  as  you  believe,  to  lay  bold  on 
God,  there   mud  be  (lining  up  to  it. 
And  when  the  Lord  fpeaketh  of  our  ftir- 
ring  ourfelves,  certainly  he  roeaneth  tins 
likewife,  that  he   muft  Air  us,  ere  we 
ihr  ourfelves.     Secondly,  Above  all  be 
afraid  of  a  fecure  Condition:  It  is  the 
Enemy  of  Communion  with  God  and 
fpiritual  Life;  therefore  look  about  you, 
and  apprehend  more  your  NeceiTifT,  and 
t.ien  give  no  Rett  and  Quietneb  to  your- 
iMf,  till  you  have   im ployed  aod  engaged 
him :  be  as  Men  flying,  to  Jay  hold  on 
t,ie  Refuge  l>t  before  you.    Thirdly*  It 
muft  be  a  Time  of  little.  Accefs  to  God, 
and  little  Faith,  when  we  axe  all  fecure, 
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and  no  Body  goeth  about  Religion  as 
their  Work  and  Bufinefs.  We  allow 
©urfelt  in  it  ■;  therefore  we  do  exhort  you 
firft,  to  purpofe  this  as  your  End  to  aim 
at,"  and  purpofe  by*  God's  Grace  to  take 
more  hold  of  God.  There  is  little 
minding  of  Duty,  and  thit  maketh  little 
doing  of  it :  Once  ingage  your  Hearts  to 
a  Love, and  Defire  of  more  of  this,  come 
to  a  Point  of  Refolution.  I  muft  know 
him  more,  and  trufl  more  in  him,  be 
more  acquaint  w'uh  him.  And  Secondly, 
Put  yourfelf  in  the  Way  of  Duty.  It  is 
God  that  only  can  ftir  you  up;  or  apply 
your  Hearts  to  the  ufmg  of  Violence  to 
God:.  But  ye  would  be  found  in ' the 
outward  Means  much,  and  in  thefe  Ways 
God  will  meet  with  you,  if  you  wait  on 
him  in  them. 

For  tbou  baft  bid  tbj  Face  from  us] 
Here  is  the  greateft  Plague/ a  fpiritual 
Plague.  The  lad  Ferfe  was  but  the 
beginning  of  Sorrows,  IVe  all  do  fade, 
&c.  But  lo,  here  the  Aasompliftiment 
of  Mifery,  God  biding  bif  Face,  and 
confuming  them  in  the  Hand  of  their 
Sins.  Ftrft,  The  Lord's  hiding  of  his 
Face,  and  giving  up  a  People  to  melt 
away  in  their  Sins;  puniftung  with  judicial 
Blindnefs  and-Security,  is  the  word  Judg- 
ment, it  filieth  the  Cup  full.  This  Com- 
plaint goeth  on  (till  worfc  ;  and  certainly 
it  is  worfe,  nor  their  fading  as  a  Leaf, 
and  Exile  out  of  their  Land.  It  is  not 
without  Reafon,  that  great  Troubles  and 
Affliftions  are  fo  exprefled,  tbou  bid  tby 
Face.  As  David  faid,  tbou  bideft  tby 
Facet  and  I  was  troubled ;  importing  as 
much,  as  it  is  not  Trouble  that  doth 
trouble,  but  God's  hiding  of  his  Face  that 
maketh  Trouble  trouble.  It  is  in  fo  far 
Trouble,  as  it  is  a  Sign  of  his  Difpleafure, 
and  as  the  Frowns  of  his  Countenance  are 
upon  it  r  therefore,  the  Saints  aggravat- 


ing their  Affliftion  (ay,  Tbou  bidetb  tby 
Face.  You  know  the  Face  is  the  Place 
wherginto  either  Kindn'efi,  or  Unkind* 
nefs  appeareth.  The  Lord's  Counte* 
nance,  or  Face,  is  a  refrefhful  fweer 
Manifeftation  of  Jiimfelf  to  a  Soul ;  it  is 
the  Lord  ufing  Familiarity  with  a  Spirit,, 
and  this  made  David  more  glad  nor 
Corn  and  Wine.  Now,  the  hiding  of 
the  Face,  the  withdrawing  of  his  Counte- 
nance is,  when  the  Lord  in  his  DilpeiK 
fation  and  Dealing  doth  withhold  the  Ma- 
nifeftation of  hirafelC  either  in  Life  or 
Confolation:  When  he  covereth  himfelf 
with  Clouds  round  ibout,  that  neither 
can  a  Soul  fee.  in  to  the  Back-fide  of  it. 
into  his  own  warm  Heart,  nor  can  the 
Sun-beams  fhine  thorow  to  quicken  and 
refrelb  the  Soul.  The  Lord  draweth 
over  his  Face,  a  Vail  of  a  eroding  Dif- 
peniation,  or  fuch  like. 

There  is  a  Defertion  of  the  Soul  in 
the  Point  of  Life  and  fpiritual  Aftion. 
and  there  is  a  Defertion  in  regard  of  Con- 
folation. The  Varieties  of  the  Lord  s 
Defertions  run  upon  thefe  two.  As  a 
Christian's  Life  is  Aftion  or  Confolati- 
on, and  the  Lord's  Influence  is  either 
quickening  or  comforting  ;  (b  his  with- 
drawing is  either  a  Prejudice  to  the  one 
or  the  other.  Sometimes  be  goeth 
mourning  all  tbe  Day,  nay,  but  be  is 
lick  of  Love :  Sometimes  he  is  a  Bottle 
dryed  in  the  Smoke,  and  his  Moifture 
dried  up.  The  Chriftians  Confolation 
may  be  fubftrafted,  and  his  Life-  abide, 
'>ut  he  cannot  have  fpiritual  Confolation, 
if  he  be  not  lively.  This  Life  is.  more 
fubflantial,  Comfort  is  more  refrefhful,, 
Life  is  more  folid,  Comfort  fweet,  that 
is  true  growing  folid  Meat,  this  but  Sawce 
to  eat  it  with. 

The  hiding  here  meant  is  certainly  a- 
fpiritual  Puniflimem.    The  Lord  denying 
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unto  this  People  Grace  to  underftand  the 
Voice  of  the  Rod,  he  appearing  as  a 
Tarty  againft  them,  tearing  them  to  their 
own  carnal  and  lary  Temper,  and  thus 
they  lay  Hill  under  God's  Difpleafure. 
Now,  there  is  nothing  like  this.  Ftr/t,  Be- 
caufe  it  is  a  fpiritual  Puniihment,  and 
Eftates  are  not  to  be  valued  and  laid  in 
ahe  Ballance  with  the  Soul.  Albeit  Men 
are  become  fo  brutiih  as  to  abafe  their 
Souls,  and  proftitute  them  to  any  Thing, 
yet  all  a  Man  hath,  is  not  conliderable  to 
it.  Secondly,  It  is  a  more  excellent 
Thing  is  removed  by  it,  In  bis  Favour 
is  Life  :  All  Felicity  and  Happinefs  is  in 
God's  Countenance.  If  a  Man  have  not 
this,  what  hath  he  elfe?  Lodes  are  ac- 
cording as  the  Thing  is.  Nay,  but  here 
is  more,  My  Lord  is  taken  from  me, 
my  God  batb  forgotten  me.  And  indeed, 
if  Man's  true  Happincis  be  in  Com- 
munion with  God,  certainly  any  Inter- 
ruption coming  in  muft  be  fad,  and  make 
a  Man  more  miferable  than  the  World 
knoweth.  There  is  a  greater  Emphafis  in 
that  Word,  <fbou  baft  bid  tby  Face, 
than  if  he  had  faid,  all  the  World  hideth 
their  Face  and  maketh  a  Scorn  of  us. 

Therefore  Jirft,  Know  what  is  the 
worft  Tiling  of  the  Times.  Many  of 
you  think  Sword  and  Peftilence,  and  the 
Burdens  of  the  Time  the  worft  Things ; 
and  if  you  were  now  to  complain,  the 
Ciddcft  Complaint  would  be,  Affliction  is 
laid  on  our  Loins.  But  know  this,  if 
your  Cities  were  defolate,  if  your  Land 
were  made  a  Wilderncfs,  and  we  Cap- 
tives in  another  Land,  there  is  yet  a 
worfe  Thing  than  all  thefe,  and  think  you 
uot  this  flrange?  Nay,  I  fay,  there -is 
fomething  worfe  already  in  us,  that  we 
know  not  of,  and  it  is  this,  Make  the 
Hearts  oftbis  People  bard.  A  Spirit 
*tf  Slumber  and  JJcadnefs  from  the  Lord 


upon  the  Land:  There  are  Mutate^ 
will  never  ihtrw  his  Face  unto ;  it  is  fill 
vailed  from  them,  and  they  know  km 
not.  Ye  that  think  all  were  well,  if  ye 
had  Peace  aiid  Profptrity,  and  know  m 
hiding  of  God's  Countenance,  no  Aqger 
but  when  he  ftriketh.  certain/y  you  too* 
not  what  his  Countenance  is,  by  ill  thefe 
fbings  Men  neitber  kw*  Ltxe  m 
Hatred.  Secondly,  Whatever  CiUariry 
come  upon  you  outwardly,  depreate 
moft  fpiritual  Plagues,  and  Gods defen- 
ing.  If  you  have  God's  Countenance, 
it  may  make  you  glad  in  much  Sadnet 
You  would  be  mod  careful  left  any  fir- 
tition-wall  come  in,  left  bis  Countenance 
change  on  you,  if  you  grieve  his  Sprit 
and  break  his  Heart.  Seek  to  hare  his 
Face  to  lhine,  and  this  (hill  be  a  Son 
with  bealing  under  bis  Wings.  0  bat 
Chrift's  Countenance  is  comely,  when 
it  is  feen  without  Clouds  ;  but  often  ii  i$ 
overclouded  with  much  Provocation." 

Secondly,  The  Lord's  hiding  of  ha 
Face  hath  Influence  on  the  Temper  of 
Spirits,  and  Difpofitios  in  Duties.    Tit 
Truth  is  in  general,  In  Urn  we  live,  and 
move,  and  bave  our  Being :  And  mote 
elpecially,  in  many  Things  that  is  fpiri- 
tual, we  are  of  ourfelves  able  to  do  no- 
thing.    The    Creature's  Holinefs,  and 
elpecially  our  Life,  is  but  as  the  Rays 
that   the  Sun   of  Righteoufhcfs  fendeth 
forth  round  about  him,  and  if  any  Thing 
come  between,   it   evaniihetb :   As  the 
Marygold  that  openeth  its  Leaves  when 
:  the  Sun  rifeth,  and  clofeth  when  hpeth 
!  down  again .;  fo  exactly  doth  our  fpiritual 
1  Coniliuition  follow  the  Morions  ci  his 
\  Countenance,   and   depend    wholly    on 
them,  J'bou  bides  tby  Face,  And  tbq 
I  are  troubled,  Pfal.  civ.  9.    The  Lord 
1  needeth  no  more  but  diicountenance  us, 
!  and  we  are  gone. 

Al- 
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Alvnysjtrft ,  Be  more  dependent  Crea- 
tures; we  ufe  to  aft  as  from  Habits  with- 
io,  without  any  Subordination  to  the  Lord's 
Grace  without  us,  but  we  find  that  our 
Sufficiency  is  not  of  ourfelf.  How  often 
doth  your  fpiritual  Condition  change  on 
you  in  an  Hour?  You  cannot  command 
one  Thought  of  God,  or  aft  from  any 
Habit  of  Grace,  even  then  when  you  can 
bring  forth  other  Gifts  in  Exercife.  Ye 
find  that  Grace  findeth  more  Difficulties, 
snore  Interruptions,  therefore  learn  to 
attend  the  Changes  and  Motions  of  his 
Countenance. 

Secondly,  When  you  find  your  Heart 
dead,  and  you  concluded  under  an  Im- 
poffibilny  of  raking  bold  on  God  in  a 
lively*  Manner ;  then  I  pray  you,  look 
unto  the  Lord's  fufpending  of  his  Influence, 
and  let  your  whole  Endearours  be  at  the 
Throne  of  Grace  to  help  it  :  It  will  not 
be  your  own  provoking  of  yourfelf  to 
your  Duty,  but  you  murt  pur  yourfelf 
upon  God,  that  he  may  caufe  his  Face 
to  (hine. 

fbirdly,  Tho"-  the  Lord's  hiding  his 
Face  be  often  a  Caufe  of  our  Deadnefc, 


*nd  his  Defertion  maketh  III  to  wither, 
yet  we  have  often  a  culpable  Hand  in  it : 
And  he  hides  his  Face,  being  provoked 
fo  to  do.  One  Thing  we  may  mention, 
grieving  of  the  Holy  Gheft  whereby  we 
are  fealed,  quenching  the  Motions  of  the 
Spirit,  maketh  the  *  Spirit  cover  his  Face 
with  a  Vail,  and  hide  it.  There  is  here 
ordinarily  a  reciprocal  or  mutual  In- 
fluence .*  Our  grieving  him, makes  him  with- 
draw his  Countenance ;  and  his  withdraw* 
wg  his  Countenance,  maketh  us  to  wither 
and  grow  barren.  '  , 

Fourthly,  The  moft  fure  and  infallible 
Token  of  the  Lord's  hiding  his  Face,  ir 
Security,  and  a  Spirit  of  Deadnels  and 
Lazinefs ;  when  Folk  go  about  Duties 
dreaming,  and  do  all,  as  it  were,  through 
their  Sleep.  Therefore  We  may  conclude 
fad  Things  on  this  Land,  that  the  Lord 
hideth  his  Face  from  us.  And  therefore 
arife  and  do  not  fettle  and  quiet  yourlelves 
in  fuch  a  Condition ;  The  Lord  is  angry* 
needeth  any  more  be  laid?  No  more 
needeth  to  kind  Children:  But  the  Rod 
muft  follow  this  to  make  Anger  fenfibJc* 
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